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Prelude  “Christmas Reflections” S. Douglas 
  
We stand, as able for all the hymns. 
 
Processional Hymn “O come, all ye faithful” Hymnal 83 

(verses 1, 2, 3) 

 
 
 
At this time please silence 
all cell phones. 
 
 
It is customary upon 
entering to begin with a 
few minutes of private 
prayer, often kneeling. 
 
 
The music before the 
service offers a time for 
personal preparation for 
worship.  Let the music 
remind you that God is 
here.  Expect to 
encounter Him as you 
sing, pray and listen. 
 
 
 
 
"O Come, All Ye 
Faithful" was written in 
Latin -- the original 
version begins with the 
words, Adeste Fideles.  
The hymn calls us to 
come to Bethlehem to 
behold the baby Jesus.  It 
reminds us of the angel 
choir that accompanied 
Jesus' birth -- and of the 
shepherds who gathered 
around his cradle.  It 
reminds us that God calls 
us, too, to sing Christ's 
praises -- and to give him 
glory in this Christmas 
season. 
 
 
 

ST. PAUL’S PARISH 
“Transforming Lives Through Jesus” 
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Thursday, December 24, 2020, 5:00 & 9:00 pm 
 

Welcome to this service of worship.  This leaflet contains the Holy Eucharist: Rite II of The Book of Common Prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Cover:  “Adoration of the Christ Child” is an oil on panel painting produced in 1523 by 
Lorenzo Lotto (c.1480-1556) and signed at the bottom right “L. Lotus / 1523.”  We see three angels overhead 
consulting a list of some sort and a crucifix over to the left.  Not your typical Christmas image but one clearly 
depicting the Nativity.  You might recognize this painting, as it was used in 1970 by the US Postal Service as 
one of their annual Christmas stamps. 
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 The Christmas Acclamation 
 

Celebrant:  Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
people: for unto you is born this day in the city of David a savior 
which is Christ the Lord! 

People: Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth. 
 
 
Gloria  Hymnal S-280 

 
The liturgy begins with 
the Acclamation, which is 
an “eager expression” of 
praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
The "Gloria" is a hymn 
known also as the Greater 
Doxology.  The hymn 
begins with the words that 
the angels sang when the 
birth of Christ was 
announced to shepherds 
in Luke 2:14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gloria continues on next page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angel
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Luke&verse=2:14&src=%21
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The Christmas Collect 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with 
the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. 

All: Amen. 
 
 

We sit for the Word of God 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness-- on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 
people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect means collecting our 
thoughts for prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scriptures teach us that 
much of our spiritual renewal 
is by the washing of the Word 
of God, which cleanses our 
minds and purifies our 
hearts.  This portion of the 
service is known as the 
Liturgy of the Word, and it 
consists of the readings, the 
sermon, the creed, and the 
prayers of the people. 
 
 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
From the Hebrew Bible we 
hear a hymn of thanksgiving 
and hope offered at the birth 
of a new king in Jerusalem.  
The prophet hails the one 
born to be the ruler of his 
people.  His reign will end 
oppression and bring justice, 
righteousness, and a lasting 
peace.  Christians see these 
words coming to fulfillment 
in Jesus. 
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Psalm 96 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

 

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

 

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

 

Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

 

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

 

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Psalms 
Psalms is a collection of 
collections.  The psalms were 
written over many centuries, 
stretching from the days of 
Solomon's temple (about 950 
BC) to after the Exile (about 
350 BC).  Psalm 96 is a song 
of praise to the Lord in which 
the whole heavens and earth 
are invited to join. 
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New Testament Reading Titus 2:11-14 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

Gospel Response “O little town of Bethlehem” Hymnal 79 
(verses 1,2) 

 
The Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20 
 

All stand. 
 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

Titus 2:11-14 
In the letter to the Galatians 
and in 2 Corinthians, Titus is 
mentioned as Paul's 
companion.  The author 
writes to Titus, giving 
instructions for the 
management of new churches 
in Crete.  This reading speaks 
of the two comings of Christ: 
first in his sacrificial ministry 
for all people and then in 
glory.  He has enabled his 
disciples to free themselves 
from ways of evil.  
Disciplined and eager to do 
good, they look forward to 
the fulfillment of the hope 
God has given to the world in 
Jesus. 
 
 
“O little town of 
Bethlehem” - Phillips Brooks, 
the composer of this famous 
Christmas carol, was the 
minister of Holy Trinity 
Church in Philadelphia and 
had visited Bethlehem in 
December of 1865.  Brooks’ 
pilgrimage included a 
Christmas Eve horseback ride 
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, 
back when it truly was a small 
village, far removed from the 
bustling city it would later 
become.  By nightfall he was 
in the field where, according 
to tradition, the shepherds 
heard the angelic 
announcement.  Then he 
attended the Christmas Eve 
service at the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. 
 
 
The word Gospel comes from 
an old German word which 
means “Good News,” the 
great good news about Jesus 
the Messiah.  We stand for 
the Gospel reading to show 
the importance we place on 
Jesus’ words and actions. 
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 governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger."  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us."  So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

Gospel Response “O little town of Bethlehem” Hymnal 79 
(verse 3) 

Luke 
Three gospels in the New 
Testament offer similar 
portraits of the life of Jesus; 
Luke is the third of them.  Its 
author, traditionally Luke the 
physician, accompanied Paul 
on some of his missionary 
journeys.  It is a gospel that 
emphasizes God's love for the 
poor, the disadvantaged, 
minorities, outcasts, sinners 
and lepers.  Tonight’s reading 
presents the story of the birth 
of Jesus, born amid very 
humble human 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hymn continues on next page 
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Sermon The Reverend Joseph Shepley 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

All stand and recite together. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

 buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

 will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed is a 
statement of what the 
Christian community believes 
to be true about God.  It was 
born of rigorous intellectual 
debate in the fourth century, 
culminating in councils of the 
whole church at Nicaea in 
325 and at Constantinople in 
381.  The word creed come 
from the Latin credo for “I 
believe.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* In the creed “catholic” 
means universal. 
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 The Prayers of the People 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
All: That we all may be one. 
 

Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 
you; 

All: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader: We pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Ian and Laura our 
own Bishops, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

All: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 
world; 

All: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
All: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
All: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest. 
All: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
All: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Please add your own prayers either silently or aloud during the pauses. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
 
The Peace      
All stand. 
 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  
 
 
Announcements      
Please be seated for the announcements. 
 
 
 
 

 
Christians pray.  When we 
worship the living God, we 
bring before Him our 
concerns for ourselves and 
others, for the world, and for 
the church.  We also thank 
God for hearing and 
responding to our prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Peace is a particularly 
good time to welcome visitors 
and newcomers.  Please take a 
moment, in a socially distant 
appropriate manner, to 
extend God’s peace to those 
around you.  That peace, 
which the world cannot give, 
comes only through the 
forgiving of Jesus Christ.  
This peace is not routed in 
our circumstances but in the 
presence, promise, and power 
of God and Christ’s 
redeeming work. 
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 The Offertory “Hark! the herald angels sing” Hymnal 87 

 
 
 

Doxology 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 
 
“Hark the herald angels 
sing” was written by Charles 
Wesley, brother of John 
Wesley founder of the 
Methodist church. 
Over a hundred years later 
Felix Mendelssohn composed 
a cantata in 1840 to 
commemorate the invention 
of the printing press.  Both 
the words and music have 
been adapted to the version 
we sing today. 
 
 
 
At the Offertory, 
representatives of the 
congregation traditionally 
bring the people’s offerings of 
bread and wine, and money 
or other gifts, to the altar.  
Offerings are made as an 
expression of faith and 
generosity and ultimately 
identified with Christ’s self-
offering for our salvation. 
 
 
 
The Doxology is a short 
hymn of praises to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion, the 
Supper of the Lord, is not 
only a sign of the love that 
Christians ought to have 
among themselves for each 
other but is especially a 
sacrament of our redemption 
by Christ’s death. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Praise him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia.  
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 The Eucharistic Prayer is 
centered in the atoning death 
of Jesus Christ upon the 
cross.  His suffering there in 
our place is the only sufficient 
ground or basis for our 
standing before God.  Our 
joy in the present and our 
hope for the future all flow 
from the reality of God’s 
redeeming work in the 
historic event of the 
crucifixion. 
 
 
The Sanctus is the song of 
the seraphim contained in 
the great vision that the 
prophet Isaiah experienced 
while worshiping in the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  This 
vision is recorded in the 6th 
chapter of Isaiah.  It is 
inspired by Isaiah’s vision of 
the heavenly court “Holy, 
holy, holy” acknowledging 
transcendence of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words of institution.  The 
Verba.  The words used in 
the celebration of the 
Eucharist that recall the 
words of Jesus Christ over the 
bread and wine at his Last 
Supper.  It was this Passover 
meal with his disciples that 
Jesus “instituted” this 
memorial to his sacrificial 
death. 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, 
by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered 
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus  Hymnal S-129 

 
 
 

You may stand or kneel. 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be 
your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 
all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought 
us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 

 

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
All: We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory. 
 

Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord 
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this 
wine. 

 

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood 
of the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Paul 
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All: AMEN. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  A brief silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer, so called 
because Jesus gave this prayer 
to His disciples as an example 
of how to pray, has been a 
part of Eucharistic liturgies 
since year 400 A.D.  The link 
between our daily bread and 
the spiritual food we receive 
in the Eucharist is very 
ancient.  In the Lord’s Prayer, 
we ask for daily bread, 
meaning the things we need 
to get through each day.  But 
as a part of that, the 
sacramental bread also 
symbolizes God’s presence, 
which is something that is 
also essential to our daily 
getting through the day. 
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 Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God: Agnus Dei J. Merbecke 

 

 
Spiritual Communion 

 

Celebrant: In communion with those who cannot be with us today, let us pray  
  together: 
 

All: In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to offer you praise 
and thanksgiving.  I present to you my soul and body with the 
earnest wish that I may always be united to you.  And since I 
cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually 
into my heart.  I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the 
affections of my soul.  Let nothing ever separate you from me.  
May I live and die in your love.  Amen. 

(“The Armed Forces Prayerbook” (The Episcopal Church USA), 1951, adapted). 
 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 
(Please remain seated at your pew for distribution of the Bread and Wine.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spiritual Communion is a 
long-standing practice that 
the Episcopal Church has 
offered as a means for people 
to receive Holy Communion 
spiritually when it cannot be 
received physically.  Our 
Book of Common Prayer 
acknowledges that “if a person 
desires to receive the Sacrament, 
but, by reason of extreme sickness 
or physical disability, is unable to 
eat and drink the Bread and 
Wine, the Celebrant is to assure 
that person that all the benefits 
of Communion are received, even 
though the Sacrament is not 
received with the mouth.”   
 
 
 
 
The Celebrant invites the 
people to Communion.  This 
is the Lord’s Table and you 
are welcome.  All baptized 
persons are invited to receive 
the bread and wine.  During 
this unusual season of Covid-
19, please remain seated for 
Communion.  The 
traditional way of receiving 
the Eucharist is to receive the 
wafer in your hand and 
consume it immediately. 
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 Communion Hymns (as needed) 
 “The first Nowell the angel did say” Hymnal 109 

 
 
 
The First Noël, is believed to 
date from the 13th or 14th 
century, a time in which all 
medieval civilization in 
Europe was springing to life. 
The inspiration for the story 
of the song comes from 
dramatizations of favorite 
Bible stories, which were 
called the Miracle Plays, and 
were very popular during this 
time.  It tells the story of the 
night that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, based on the 
Gospel accounts in Luke 2 
and Matthew 2. 
Noël is the French word for 
Christmas and is from the 
Latin natalis, meaning 
"birthday."  Most medieval 
poetry was written to be sung, 
so it is presumed that the 
words were written with an 
existing tune in mind.  
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Hymn continues on next page 

 “Away in a manger, no crib for his bed” Hymnal 101 

 
 “What child is this, who, laid to rest” Hymnal 115 

 
 
 
"Away in a Manger" is a 
Christmas carol first 
published in the late 
nineteenth century and used 
widely throughout the 
English-speaking world.  In 
Britain, it is one of the most 
popular carols.  Although it 
was long claimed to be the 
work of German religious 
reformer Martin Luther, the 
carol is now thought to be 
wholly American in origin.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"What Child Is This?" is a 
Christmas carol whose lyrics 
were written by William 
Chatterton Dix, in 1865.  At 
the time of composing the 
carol, Dix worked as an 
insurance company manager 
and had been struck by a 
severe illness.  While 
recovering, he underwent a 
spiritual renewal that led him 
to write several hymns, 
including lyrics to this carol 
that was subsequently set to 
the tune of "Greensleeves," a 
traditional English folk song.  
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The Post-communion Prayer 
is a prayer of thanksgiving 
after communion that also 
seeks God's help for 
Christian service, expressing 
the transition of the 
Christian's attention from the 
mystery of sacramental 
participation to the 
engagement of Christian 
ministry.  
 
 
 
 
"Silent Night" was composed 
in 1818 by Franz Xavier 
Gruber to lyrics by Joseph 
Mohr in the small town of 
Oberndorf bei Salzburg, 
Austria.  In 1859, Episcopal 
priest John Freeman Young, 
then serving at Trinity 
Church, New York City, 
published the English 
translation that is sung today  
Over one hundred years ago 
the song was sung 
simultaneously in French, 
English and German by 
troops during the Christmas 
truce of 1914 during World 
War I, as it was one carol that 
soldiers on both sides of the 
front line knew. 

 
Post-communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
  “Silent night, holy night” Hymnal 111 
(kneeling) (The Church lights are dimmed.  Candles are lit.) 
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The Christmas Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly 
and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you and 
remain with you always. 

All: Amen. 
 
 
Recessional “Joy to the World!” Hymn 100 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been blessed by 
being here.  Now, at the end 
of the service, we are 
reminded that God takes 
loving delight in blessing us 
abundantly: We leave in 
peace, forgiven, fed, and sent 
out with a purpose in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
As one of the most joyous of 
all Christmas hymns, “Joy to 
the World” omits references 
to shepherds, angelic 
choruses, and wise men.  It 
emphasizes instead the 
reverent but ecstatic joy that 
Christ's birth brought to 
humanity. 
 
 
We stand to mark the fact 
that because we have received 
the body and blood of Jesus, 
we are changed people.  We 
began on our knees and end 
standing through his body 
and blood. 
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As the celebration ends, we 
are charged to “go.”  The 
Eucharist is therefore not an 
exclusive gathering that 
separates us from the world 
but a challenge to reach out 
beyond our own church to 
the world around us. 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s was founded in 
1785.  Our current stone 
structure is our third, 
replacing a 100-year-old 
colonial church that burned 
to the ground on Valentines 
Day, 1937. 

Walking into the church 
you may notice a small sign 
above the door that has hung 
there for decades.  It’s just 3 
words: Expect a miracle. 

At Saint Paul’s, you come to 
appreciate that little sign.  It 
reminds us of the kind of 
God we have, and the kind of 
church family we want to be.  
We can expect a miracle, 
because we have a God who 
loves us and wants the best 
for us. 

At Saint Paul’s you’ll find a 
community worshiping with 
the best contemporary praise 
music (our 10:30 service) and 
classic traditional hymns (the 
8:00 service).  Each Sunday 
you’ll hear a bible-based 
message that will speak to 
your life and concerns.  
Above all, we pray that you’ll 
have a deep experience of 
Christ’s love for you - and 
carry it with you throughout 
the week. 

Wherever you’ve been and 
however you arrive, we hope 
you’ll enjoy the welcome of 
Christ and experience His 
transforming love. 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
 
 

Postlude “Sing with Joy, Glad Voices Life” H. Schroeder 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and warmest greetings from the Parish staff and Vestry: 
 

Rector The Reverend Joseph Shepley 

Wardens Mary Perry and Lois Hunt 

Vestry Members Chuck Allen-Treasurer, David Williams-Clerk, Lin Bennett, 

 Susan Champagne, Mary Beth Durkin, JoAnn Hornak, Max Kronberg, 

 Dan Meyer, Alex Naradzay, Polly Sorentino, Lyndon Thomas, Sandra Visser 

Organist and Choirmaster Kirsten Peterson 

Coord. of Contemporary Worship & Family Ministries Patrick O’Connors 

Sunday School Administrator Nicole O’Connors 

Sexton Doug Melody 

 

We are delighted that you have joined us in joyous celebration 

of our Lord’s Holy Birth.  May the birth of the Christ Child fill 

you with wonder and joy throughout the year to come! 

Saint Paul’s Parish 
174  Whisconier Road 
Brookfield, CT  06804 
(203) 775-9587 (Office) 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com  
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, December 
27th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2020.  Checks that 
are placed in the church offering on the first or subsequent Sundays in 2021 will 
not qualify for a charitable contribution for 2020, even if the check is predated to 
2020 or actually written in 2020. 

 

Drive Thru Food Collection - Since April, we have held 18 food drives, 
collecting much needed food for our neighbors and local food pantries.  Our next 
Drive-Thru Food Collection is next Wednesday, December 30th from 11 am to 1 
pm.  If you are unable to drop off during these hours, alternate arrangements can be 
made prszen@gmail.com. 

 

New Years Day - Friday, January 1st is the Feast of the Holy Name of our Lord.  
We will celebrate with the first Holy Communion of 2021 at a 10:00 am service. 

 

Epiphany - Wednesday, January 6th is the Day of Epiphany, and we will 
celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who traveled far to see the Infant Savior, in a 
special celebration at a 7:30 pm service. 

 

Holy Land 2021 – A trip to Israel and Jerusalem can be a life changing 
experience.  Walk where Jesus walked and taught.  Join us on our pilgrimage as we 
walk on holy ground and experience God’s word come alive in Israel next April 29 -
May 9.  Who knows, maybe like Phillips Brooks, you’ll be inspired upon your 
return, to write a famous Christmas Carol.  Brochures are available by clicking 
HERE or by contacting David Szen at dszen@yahoo.com. 

 

Stay in Touch - Are you receiving our weekly electronic newsletter, Sword Points, 
and other communications from us online?  If not, send your name and e-mail 
address to StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com.  And, be sure to check our website 
frequently for schedule changes and links to online offerings. 

The Nativity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ 

 

That Jesus was born is a fact 
both of history and 
revelation.  The precise date 
of his birth, however, is not 
recorded in the Gospels, 
which are, after all, not 
biographies, and show little 
concern for those 
biographical details in which 
more modern Christians are 
interested.  Such interest 
began to become prominent 
in the fourth century, 
together with the 
development of liturgical 
observances of the events of 
biblical history. 

 

It was in Rome, in 336, that 
the date, December 25, was 
settled upon for the 
celebration of the Nativity. 
The day, coming as it does at 
the winter solstice, was 
already a sacred one, as the 
festival of the birth of the 
Unconquerable Sun (dies 
natalis Solis Invicti); but its 
correspondence with the 
historical date of Jesus’ birth 
was stoutly maintained by 
learned, if ingenious, writers. 
The observance spread 
rapidly throughout the West; 
and it is accepted also by 
most of the Eastern 
Churches, in which, however, 
it does not have the 
prominence it has in the 
West. 

 
The full title of the feast 

dates from the 1662 edition 
of the Book of Common 
Prayer.  Prior to that revision, 
the day was known only as 
“Christmas Day.”  The word 
“Christmas,” which can be 
traced to the twelfth century, 
is a contraction of “Christ’s 
Mass.” 

Welcome * 
 

 Thank you for wearing your mask properly, covering your mouth & nose at all 
times. 

 Thank you for following the ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful of others needs, their space and beliefs as we 
comply with the Connecticut Covid-19 Phase 2.1 Guidelines. 

*    Please understand, our in-person worship services are only for those people who feel comfortable with being 

in public and abiding by our safety protocols.  If for any reason you do not feel comfortable with going out in 
public or with the directives, or are symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or any other transmittable disease 
that could compromise the health of another parishioner, it is absolutely essential, understandable, and OK to 
stay at home and worship with us via our live streaming.  Be blessed and be safe. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
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294 Main Street South

 

Alfred and Jean Abony 
Joseph and Clementine Abony 
Patricia Abusuneima 
Lewis and Carol Allen 
Charles and Irene Allen 
Keith James Allen 
Gabriel Baksa 
Alex Balitsos 
Jim Balitsos 
Anthony and Jennie Barbarrotto 
Francesca and Domenico Barbieri 
Bob and Maria Baron 
Marie Bennett 
James and Dorothy Blake 
Gary and Elizabeth Brazier 
Francis Brought 
Warren and Alberta Buck 
B. Lawson Burke  
Dale and Ruth Carpenter 
Alex and Martha Chaleski 
Esther Covill 
John and Elizabeth Covill 
Barbara N. Crocker 
Drew L. Crocker 
George N. Crocker 
Muiriel Davis 
Carmine and Mary DeCarlo 
Christine DiCarlo 
Salvatore and Joan Donadio 
Barbara Durkin 
Ralph W. and Gladys Emerson 
C. Floyd Evans 
Douglas Fisher 
Joseph Forcier-Allen 
Anne Ford 
Patricia Carlson Friese 
Patricia Ford Friese 
Susan Friese 
Donald and Elizabeth Gardner 
Kyle Gardner 
Frank Gurski, Sr. 

Frank and Eva Gurski 
Harry Gurski, Jr. 
Mary and Harry Gurski, Sr. 
Ruth Gurski 
Stanley and Marjorie Gurski 
George Hall 
Frances C. Hamelman 
George J. Hamelman 
George J. Hamelman, Jr. 
James L Hamelman 
Paul W. Hamelman  
Robert Hamelmam 
Nathaniel and Barbara Jeanne Hill 
Jessica Hillard 
Thomas Hoepper 
Robert T. Jennings 
Fred and Evelyn Kaeser 
Richard and Barbara Kast 
Kenneth and Alice Keller 
Paul G. and Julia B. Kovacs 
Roger Kovacs 
Helen Gurski Lacagnina 
Joan Leonard 
Robert J. Lucas, Sr. 
Barbara Hamelman Lynch 
Thomas and Lulu Malloy 
Carly McManus 
Isabella McManus 
Thomas J. McManus, Jr. 
Hazel and Thomas J. McManus, Sr. 
Victor and Emily Neuwirth 
Carlos Pascoa 
Joseph and Verona Pawlowski 
Louis Pendergast 
Preston and Dorothy Powell 
Vera Tiffany Prince 
Valerie Reed 
David and Barbara Rosencrans 
Lillian M. Ruffell 
Lionel Ruffell 
Gordon Rydell 

Vernon and Ethel Rydell 
Jane Ryder 
Charles E. Rynd 
Scott Santa Maria 
Frederick and Florence Scholefield 

Harold Schultz 
Harold and Jane Segar 
Craig Selvage 
Dean and Marie Sherk 
Raymond and Muriel Sparling 
John and Jean Stauffer 
Christopher W. Thomas 
Douglas W. Thomas 
Evelyne M. Thomas 
Barbara & James E. Trask III 
Alvin and Lois Tuck 
Ralph, Bridie, Bruce and Mark 

Venuti 
Minnie and Harry Wanzer, Sr. 
Janet and Harry Wanzer, Jr. 
Elizabeth Warakomaki 
Henry and Mary Washington 
Matthew James Williams 
James and Beatrice Winkley 
Kenneth and Catherine Zdzieba 
Helen Zytowski 

The Christmas Flowers have been given in memory of: 


