
   

Dear Friends, 

M any right now feel overwhelmed by the frantic pace of the holiday 

season and its many obligations.  Amid all the busyness, Advent is a 

time to slow down and consider how to be more present to God who comes 

to us in Word and Sacrament, as well as in the ordinary moments of daily 

living through the Holy Spirit's leading. 

Making room for others with our time is one way that we can experience the 

presence of God.  Welcoming the stranger, broadening our willingness to 

listen, and praying for one another are all moments where we can enter the 

love of God in our midst. 

As we prepare for Christmas by taking a closer look at our priorities, 

including how we see the value of those God has put in our lives, may our 

Savior draw us into even greater love in word and deed.  For God is love.  

Advent peace, 

 God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 

God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.  

  1 John 4:16 

†  Advent Peace

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 
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Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec   2 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study, Prayer / Discussion, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Dec   4 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
Sun, Dec   5    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Walking the Road to Bethlehem, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Dec   6 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 
Tue, Dec   7 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, Dec   8 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  5:45 pm - PraiseBarre, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 
Thu, Dec   9 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study, Prayer / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 
Sat, Dec 11 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Dec 12    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Walking the Road to Bethlehem, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Christmas Pageant & Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  5:00 pm - Lessons & Carols  
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://forms.gle/cWEqHP1Ugq7juXon7
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday August 11th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by 
the COVID pandemic. 

Our next collection is August 11th from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of that 
will be the Victory Christian Center, Danbury, and the Jericho Partnership.  The pantries we 
provide food to are still in need of our donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen 
prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 43 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Brookfield Social Services.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, December 15th and will support the 
Bethel Community Food Pantry and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  He Never Complained 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Do everything without complaining or arguing.” 
Philippians 2:14 

 

In all my years with my father, I never heard him complain.  Not even once.  And like 
all of us, he experienced many trials in his life, especially with regards to his health.  By the 
grace of God, my dad faced and overcame bouts with shingles, prostate cancer, and chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia.  While I saw my father experience various degrees of physical 
discomfort from these afflictions, his faith in God never flinched nor faltered.  And even all 
through his greatest battle, against squamous cell skin cancer that was destined to destroy 
his body, Dad faced this enemy with unwavering and resolute faith. 

As he suffered in silence against an aggressive skin cancer that was rapidly ravaging the 
right side of his face and neck, I saw my father’s faith actually grow stronger throughout his 
ordeal.  As the disease progressed, he became almost unrecognizable, yet he never became 
self-conscious about his appearance, nor did he ever shy away from approaching people in 

public.  Dad remained humble and grateful, and not 
at any time did he call attention to his malady.  
Instead, he always considered others more important 
than himself.1  During the ordeal, his hope in the 
Lord never diminished, nor did it disappoint, for the 
love of God was being poured out into his heart, day 
by day.2  My father had no reason or motivation to 
complain, for God was his hope and the anchor of 
his soul.3  He knew there was no value in 
complaining, for it wouldn’t solve anything. 
 Remember how often the Israelites complained 
to God as He led them through the desert to the land 
flowing with milk on honey?  How did that work for 
them?  God grew tired of their ceaseless groaning, 
as He expressed; “How long shall I bear with this 
evil generation who complains against me?”4  As 
you know, the results of their constant griping and 
lack of trust in the Lord was disastrous for the nation 
of Israel, for they wandered aimlessly for 40 years, 
and the entire first generation died in the desert, 
except for Joshua and Caleb, whom God spared, 
because of their faith in Him. 
 As I think about my dad, memories come to 
mind of how gracefully he bore and accepted the 
physical pain that resulted from his illnesses.  You 
see, my father knew His Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ submitted to far greater suffering than he could ever possibly imagine, for it is written 
in the book of Isaiah that Jesus kept silent and endured to the end of His earthly ministry; 
“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His 
mouth.”5  Because the Lord suffered greatly, Dad knew that as a soldier of Jesus Christ, he 
was called to endure his physical hardships,6  and did so gracefully until God called him 
home. 

Like my father, it is my desire to bear life’s hardships with the same measure of grace he 
displayed throughout his time on earth.  And may I glorify my Father in heaven, and face 
any challenge that may come my way without grumbling or complaining, with a humble 
submission to His will for my life. 

 

“But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of 
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”  2 Timothy 4:5 
  1  Philippians 2:3  
  2  Romans 5:5  

  3  Hebrews 6:19  
  4  Numbers 14:27  

  5  Isaiah 53:7  
  6  2 Timothy 2:3  

In loving memory of 
my father,  

Daniel W. Hemming 
January 12, 1933 – 
November 30, 2012 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505411872
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505411927
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505411963
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505411994
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505412043
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=505412072
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†   Event, Process, and Joy 

 

Baruch 5:1-9  -  Canticle 16  -  Philippians 1:3-11  -  Luke 3:1-6 
 

R 
epentance is both a decisive moment and a process.  At some point we repent, 
we turn from a life focused entirely on ourselves, our wants, our needs, our 
desires, and we look Godward to draw rich and deep meaning from the source of 

life itself.  We decide, we turn, we repent.  But following that critical moment, we soon find 
that what people once called the Old Adam persists and needs to be stripped away. 

So, our conversion is first an event, which we acknowledge in the sacrament of baptism.  
At that time, we ourselves, or others on our behalf, renounced Satan and all the spiritual 
forces of wickedness that rebel against God, renounced the evil powers of this world that 
corrupt and destroy the creatures of God, renounced all sinful desires that draw us from the 
love of God.  We then turned with our whole hearts to Jesus Christ.  We plunged into the 
waters of baptism and emerged as new beings.  Like Jesus rising from the River Jordan, it 

was as if we heard about our own lives: “This is 
my beloved child, in whom I am well pleased.”  
God makes spirit-born children who are new, 
perfect, and clean. 
 But then we are sent back into the world, and 
the world is waiting.  The world, in this sense, is 
everything we have renounced in baptism, and 
its power is immense and its allurement almost 
irresistible.  Influenced by the world (think of 
constant mass media), Christians are almost 
inevitably formed more by the influence of the 
surrounding culture than the faith we profess.  
For this reason, our repentance, our turning to 
Christ, requires constant renewal. 
 The prophet Malachi speaks of the day of the 
Lord’s arrival as a great purging and renewal.  
In a sense, the day of the Lord is every day and 
every moment. “Who can endure the day of his 
coming,” says the prophet, “and who can stand 
when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; he will stand as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 

and silver” (Mal. 3:2-3).  Daily repentance occurs as we are slowly, perhaps painfully at 
times, refined and conformed to the image of Christ.  We are refined and purified by the 
obligations set before us, by our respective vocations, by the difficulties and trials of daily 
life. John Kelbe, English poet and priest of the 19th century, captures this well: “The trivial 
round, the common task, will furnish all we ought to ask: room to deny ourselves; a road to 
bring us daily nearer God.” 

In baptism, we renounce Satan and say a resolute yes to Jesus Christ.  Every day and 
every moment, we renew this commitment by turning to Christ in the long purification 
process covering the whole length of our lives.  There is, however, something more than 
purging.  We prepare a way for the Lord, as John the Baptist insists. “Every valley shall be 
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God” (Luke 3:5-6).  We prepare a straight and secure path, and we go in safety toward the 
Lord.  And there are consolations too along the way. “The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God’s command.  For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his 
glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him” (Bar. 5:8-9). 

Repent, renew your repentance every day, and walk with joy along a footpath amid 
fragrant trees. 

 

Look It Up: The Collect. 
 

Think About It: To repent and to greet with joy.    -from The Living Church, 2021 

The pre-incarnate 

Christ speaks to Job 

| Wikipedia  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Gsp1
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a 
warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  
And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  

Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am and 

students will return to the service around the time of 

announcements.  Please reach out with any questions to 

Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

†  Join Us for Music Night! 
 

E ach Thursday at 7:30 pm, our 

music ministry team for the 

10:30 service gets together for its 

weekly rehearsal night.  We are excited 

about welcoming back our current 

members as well as anyone else who 

wishes to join.  Curious?  Interested?  

Our rehearsals are open to 

everyone…come try it out and see 

what we do.  If you have questions, 

please email Kirsten: 

kirpeterson@comcast.net. 

 

 

†  The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem  

F or 2000 years the Christmas story has been told and retold.  And yet, the 

story’s familiarity may keep us from fully grasping its riches.  There are details 

we may have missed or even have wrong!  The purpose of this course is 

to explore the story of Jesus’s birth with fresh eyes and ears.  In this 

video-based series by Adam Hamilton, we’ll walk through the Holy 

Land and retrace the steps of those involved, drawing insights from 

historians, archaeologists, biblical scholars, and theologians.  We’ll 

address the questions of what happened leading up to and including the 

first Christmas, and what does the story mean for our lives today?  Join 

us in the Guild Room during our normal “Illuminating the Scriptures” 

period for this exciting series each Sunday morning from 9:30 - 10:15 

from November 21 – December 19.  

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Advent Greetings! 
 

T his week finds us at the second Sunday of Advent with our preparations well 
underway.  In the Gospel reading from Luke, we hear these words of the prophet 

Isaiah:  
The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'  

 

And we will sing several great Advent hymns that reflect this very message, three of which 
are highlighted below: "Prepare the way, O Zion," "There's a Voice in the Wilderness Crying," 
and "Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment." 

Our opening hymn, "Prepare the Way, O Zion" is a really popular Advent hymn…
particularly in Sweden, where it is better known as "Bereden väg för Herran."  Franz Mikael 
Franzén wrote the lyrics in the early 19th century, and over the years, its many verses have been 
translated by numerous writers.  One common translation begins "Prepare the Royal 
Highway."  The tune that it is frequently set to is a Swedish folk melody, or at least a Swedish 
variant of a German folk melody…it's hard to pinpoint exactly where these melodies come 
from!...that showed up in the 1697 publication of the Svenska Psalmboken (Swedish Psalm 
book), so it was around a good 100+ years before the words were!  

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!  Let every hill and valley a level way 
appear.  Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.  Oh, blest is Christ that came in 
God's most holy name. 

He brings God's rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.  His rule is peace and freedom, 
and justice, truth, and love.  Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.  Oh, 
blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior's rule embrace.  His tidings of salvation proclaim 
in every place.  All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him.  Oh, blest is Christ 
that came in God's most holy name. 

 

"There's a Voice in the Wilderness Crying" was written by James Lewis Milligan (1876-
1961), an English journalist who emigrated to Ontario, Canada, serving briefly as a 
Methodist pastor.  He wrote the words for the founding of the United Church of Canada 
in 1925.  The tune ASCENSION was composed by another English emigre to Canada, 
Henry Hugh Bancroft (1904-1988). 

There's a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod: Prepare in the desert a 
highway, a highway for our God!  The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low; make 
straight all the crooked places where the Lord our God may go! 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up to the heights and sing!  Proclaim to a desolate 
people the coming of their King.  Like the flower of the field they perish, like grass our works 
decay, the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away, 

but the word of our God endureth, the arm of the Lord is strong; he stands in the midst of 
nations, and he will right the wrong.  He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, the lambs he'll gently 
hold; to pastures of peace he'll lead them, and bring them safe to his fold. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Franzén 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 

 

Milligan 
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Our closing hymn on Sunday is "Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment" which certainly 
ties in nicely with the appointed Collect:  

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Lord…. 

 

That messenger, or herald, does indeed warn, prepare, and give us hope through the 
pronouncements of judgment, gladness, pardon, and triumph!  The words are by Canadian 
Moir Waters (1906-1980) written for a 1968 dedication of a stained glass window depicting 
Jesus' baptism.  He couldn't find any other suitable hymn that made reference to John the 
Baptist, so he wrote his own.  We will sing this to REGENT SQUARE by Henry Thomas 
Smart, a tune we best know for its association with "Angels from the Realms of Glory."  The 
opening line is as follows: 

Herald, sound the note of judgment, warning us of right and wrong, turning us from sin and 
sadness till once more we sing the song.  Sound the trumpet!  Tell the message!  Christ, the 
Savior King, has come! 

 

For your 
listening 
pleasure, I've 
included a calm 
and peaceful 
instrumental 
performance of 
the opening 
hymn "Prepare 
the Way, O 
Zion."  While our 
hymn version on 
Sunday is a little 
more dance-like 
and upbeat, this 
is a beautiful 
rendition to 
listen to as you 
meditate on your 
own Advent 
preparations. 

 

Peace and 
blessings, 
Kirsten 
 

(Continued from page 8) Choir Notes 

John Cennick  

W e do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling 

them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is 

so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.~ Madeleine L'Engle  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIDN4SyxbS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uIDN4SyxbS8
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 November 10th 

Opening: Warden George Stowell opened 
the meeting and Fr. Joe offered prayer at 
7:32 PM.  - Testimony (Dan Meyer): Dan 
gave two titles to his testimony - the first is 
‘Give an Account for the Hope that I Carry 
in My Heart” and the second is ‘Pray, Hope 
and Do Not Worry.’  Dan came from a large 
family in New Fairfield and came to faith as 
a teenager at St. Joseph’s in Danbury.  The 
youth of the church would gather together 
and pray.  The gifts of the Holy Spirit were 
very much present, and this was his first 
experience of the living God.  This 
commitment to Christ led him to pursue a 
career in teaching.  He has now been 
teaching for 35 years, both in inner-city 
schools in Waterbury and in New Fairfield.  
Dan said ‘yes’ to God’s plan for his life and 
because of his relationship with Christ, he 
strives to be the person that God sees him as.  
In 2009 Dan’s father died; at the same time, 
he also discovered that he had a medical 
condition that resulted in a loss of hearing.  
He had an illumination of time and could see 
himself not living up to God’s vision for his 
life.  In 2011, Dan’s family came to St. 
Paul’s Church.  His son, Jack, experienced 
the love of God for the first time.  Over the 

course of the last six years, Dan experienced 
personal challenges, but God has gotten him 
through all of the difficult times.  He knows 
that his Redeemer lives!  Devotional Bible 
Study (Jim Miller): Jim chose Luke 17: 11-
19 for his Bible study as we move into the 
season of Thanksgiving.  The lesson in Luke 
17 is ‘Jesus Heals Ten Men with Leprosy’.  
As we know the end of the story, “He threw 
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him – and 
he was the Samaritan.”  Interestingly, it was 
the Samaritan that came back to Jesus and 
thanked him.  This man was double cursed 
being a Samaritan and having leprosy.  He 
threw himself at the feet of Jesus in thanks 
and received a double blessing, both physical 
and spiritual.  Although the Jewish lepers 
showed faith in going to Jesus to be healed, 
they did not show thanksgiving.  God gives 
us many blessings but giving thanks for what 
God has given us is critical.  Individuals with 

leprosy were disowned 
by their families, 
shunned by their 
community, and were 
considered untouchable by 
their fellow Jews.  Additionally, 
Bartimaeus, the blind beggar Jesus cured in 
Jericho, was also told to, “Go on you way 
and your faith has made you well”.  
Bartimaeus went on to follow Jesus after his 
healing.  The October Vestry meeting 
minutes were approved as circulated.  
 

Treasurer's Report:  October was another 
outstanding month, and the year-to-date 
totals shows us $12K ahead of last year.  
This is the first time in recent history that 
we’ve been in the black so early in year.  The 
Franklin Fund is up 16% YTD.  Mission 
payments continue to be paid. 
 

Committee/Ministry Reports:  
The Property Committee met on Oct. 2: 
- Delivery of the trap rock for the washed 
away driveway will occur this week.  Joe 
Bernardo will be spreading the stone. 
The handrail has been completed to match 
the rest of the railing.  There was a leak at 
the nave of the church.  Paul Lavertue 

caulked and added copper 
flashings to the roof.  His work 
is being donated to the church.  
He also offered to donate slate 
for other areas of the roof that 
may need repairs.  However, it 
was determined that the weight 

of the slate would exceed the capacity of the 
existing roof.  The Vestry confirmed that the 
slate should not be used.  - Max reported that 
the Youth Group will not be attending the 
Winter retreat but will be hosting the 
Christmas wreath sale.  - Mary Perry sent her 
Ministry Reports: - 1. Healing Sunday - back 
with two teams at the altar. Prayer chain is 
available 24/7.  - 2. Healing Eucharist and 
Holy Unction with Fr. Joe continues 
Wednesdays at 10:00 and is growing in 
numbers.  - 3. Stephen Ministry - doing 
continuing education with New England 
OSL Healing School - Don’t Sing Songs to a 
Heavy Heart.  - 4. Fitness - Four classes now 
offered - all available on Zoom with Wed 
night at 5:45; Hybrid in-person and Zoom as 
well on Saturday 10:00.  - 5. Yes, Alpha 
coming in January - March!  - 6. New 
website being created and is coming.  Stay 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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tuned for initial review and details!  - Lisa 
spoke to Kirsten, and she was enthusiastic 
about Lessons and Carols on Dec. 12. 
 

Rector’s Report: Covenant Sunday is 
November 14th.  Parishioners will receive a 
covenant card and a letter inviting everyone 
back to church.  - Illuminating the Scriptures 
Advent Series will be taught by Dan Bacon 
between the Sunday morning services.  - The 
ALPHA Program is rescheduled for January 
12th to March 29th, 2022.  Chris Goodman 
and Mary Perry will once again lead the 
team.   
“What a joy to be your Rector!”  
“We are poised for deep renewal.” 
 

Old Business:  Demographics survey (on 
hold).  - Missions Discernment Task Force 
(MDTF) Report:  George Stowell reported 
for Dan Bacon that Rev. Christopher Royer, 
of Anglican Frontier Missions, will be 
preaching at both services on Sunday 
January 9th.  There will also be a 
presentation and discussion after the 10:30 
service to discuss what AFM is doing around 
the world in spreading the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  - Dan will facilitate a 
three-week series in between the 
Sunday services from January 23rd 
to February 6th on a missions’ 
theme called, “What in the World is 
God Doing?”  He will be doing a 
five-week series of articles for the 
Sword Points on missions starting 
January 23.  A goal of St. Paul’s is to support 
a missionary couple for 2022 & 2023.  The 
Missions Conference ‘New Wineskins 
Conference’ will be held in September 2022, 
and hopefully we can send a team from St. 
Paul’s Church.  - Evangelism Workshop: 
Sharing Our Faith Story – Dan and George 
S. have prepared a three-session workshop. 
This may be held on a Saturday, an evening, 
or even between church services on Sundays.  
A date has not yet been established.  It will 
be held in early 2022.  - Newcomers 
Programing: Lyndon has a list of newer 
members and is creating a list of social 
events for the purpose of introducing 
newcomers to St. Paul’s. 
 

New Business: The Boys Scouts of America 
(BSA) litigation status update was presented 
by Don Winkley.  The litigation has not 
changed since last report.  The BSA are 
selling off assets for the purpose of 

consolidating and reinvesting in camps that 
will remain open.  Don gave a history of the 
BSA starting in 1910.  Our local Boy Scotts 
troop 5 started in 1942. The troop is proud of 
their (78) Eagle Scouts and started a program 
of ‘Year Around Camping’.  This is camping 
all 12 months out of the year.  St. Paul’s has 
formally sponsored Troop 5 since 1955.  
Patrick O’Connors presented for the Music 
Ministry the need for new equipment for 
Sunday worship.  The keyboard next to the 
organ does not function properly.  The cost 
for the keyboard and stand is $3,000.  The 
second item is to continue the upgrade of 
computers in the church; the new computer 
costs $1,200 and this laptop will be used by 
Kirsten to manage the music for worship.  
The second computer will replace Patrick’s 
old computer.  The cost will be $1,500 to 
$1,700.  Lastly, $340 was requested for I-
Pads that will be used to help mix music for 
those working at the soundboard.  After the 
Vestry discussed the request, it has been 
approved in total for $6,229.00.  - Organ 
maintenance and tuning:  Foley Baker comes 
twice a year for cleaning and tuning.  After 
an inspection, they found issues with the 
organ and will need to revoice and repair the 
C pipe.  The cost to do the repairs is 

$4,300.00.  The Vestry discussed the 
importance of the organ to our worship, and 
all agreed that it is important to maintain it.  
The Vestry agreed unanimously.  - A 
Spiritual Healing Conference on 
Generational Health is being held by a 
collaborative healing group sponsored by the 
diocese.  We are supporting the conference 
with a $3,000.00 donation.  This was already 
approved by the Vestry in 2020 but it was 
cancelled due to COVID.  The conference is 
now rescheduled.  The Vestry has re-
approved the cost. 
 

Closing: The meeting closed with prayer at 
9:17 pm by Lois Hunt. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Williams, Clerk 

(Continued from page 10) 

Vestry Minutes 

Wake me up, O Lord, that I may be alert 
and aware of your presence, this Advent. 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Monday, December 29th 
 

St. Nicholas 
Bishop of Myra, c. 342 

 

T he story of St. Nicholas offers a possible way of 
dealing with the "Santa Claus" problem, to parents 

who do not want to lie to their children, even in fun, but do 
not want to say simply: "Bah, humbug!  There is no such 
thing as Santa.  Forget about him." 

Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now 
Asiatic Turkey.  He became Bishop of Myra in the fourth 
century, and there are many stories of his love for God and 
for his neighbor. 

The best-known story involves a man with three 
unmarried daughters, and not enough money to provide 
them with suitable dowries.  This meant that they could not 
marry, and were likely to end up as prostitutes.  Nicholas 

walked by the man's house 
on three successive nights, 
and each time threw a bag of 
gold in through a window 
(or, when the story came to 
be told in colder climates, 
down the chimney).  Thus, 
the daughters were saved 
from a life of shame, and all 
got married and lived 
happily ever after. 
 Because of this and 
similar stories, Nicholas 
became a symbol of anonymous gift-giving.  Hence, if we 
give a gift to someone today without saying whom it is from, 
it can be called "a present from Saint Nicholas (or Santa 
Claus)."  Some parents explain this to their children and 
invite the child to join them in wrapping a toy (either 
something purchased for that purpose, at least partly with the 
child's allowance, or else a toy that the child has outgrown 
but that is still serviceable) or an outgrown item of the child's 

clothing, or a package of food, and then going along to donate it to a suitable shelter that 
will give it to someone who will welcome it.  This gift is then called "a present from Santa," 
so that the child understands that this is another name for an anonymous gift given to 
someone whom we do not know, but whom we love anyway because God does.  Presents 
within the family can be "From Santa" or "From Santa and..." 

Pictures of Nicholas often show three bags of gold next to him, and often these bags 
have become simply three disks or balls.  Nicholas became the patron of an Italian city (I 
think Bari, which is where his body is now buried) that was a center of the pawnbroking 
business, and hence a pawnbroking shop traditionally advertises by displaying three gold 
balls over its front.  It is thought that some persons looking at pictures of Nicholas confused 
the three round objects with human heads.  Hence there is a story of a wicked innkeeper 
who murdered three boys and salted their bodies to serve to his guests, to save on the 
butcher's bill.  Nicholas visited the inn and confronted the innkeeper, who confessed his 
crime, whereupon Nicholas prayed over the brine-tub and the three boys leaped out 
unharmed.  Other stories have him saving the lives of three innocent men who had been 
condemned to death.  Still other stories have him coming to the rescue of drowning sailors.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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† Back in Crocker Hall   

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study 
  
  

The Men’s Bible Study has started meeting 
again in Crocker Hall.  They meet every Monday 
at 7 pm.  The study will also be available on 
YouTube Live.  We are studying the Book of 
Revelation, and will continue in chapter 8.   Please 
join us. 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Dec   5th  8 am - Chris MacMillan  10:30 am - Susan Champagne 
Dec 12th  8 am - Sarver’’s    10:30 am -  Crockers 
Dec. 19th  8 am - Durkin’s    10:30 am - Beth Beck 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

Nicholas has always been popular with children, mariners, pawnbrokers, the Dutch, the 
Russians, and recently, the department-store owners. 

In many countries, Nicholas visits children on his feast day, December 6th, and brings 
them gifts then.  In these countries, there is usually no exchange of Christmas presents, but 
there may be gifts again on January 6th, the feast of the coming of the Wise Men, who 
brought gifts to the Holy Child of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  In America, it may be 
thought necessary to yield to outside pressure and let Nicholas distribute gifts on December 
25th. 

If you want to show your children (or yourself) how Nicholas is remembered by 
Christians with a background different from your own, you might want to attend an East 
Orthodox service at this time.  Many Eastern Orthodox congregations have services on the 
evening before December 6th that feature "visits from Saint Nicholas."  He appears as a 
bishop, with no red suit.  The faithful leave their shoes outside the church door, and find in 
them afterwards gold coins (actually chocolate wrapped in gold foil) representing the gold 
dowries of the three daughters. 

We are told, but it is uncertain, that Nicholas was imprisoned for his faith before the 
accession of Constantine, and that he was present at the Council of Nicea in 325.  We may 
note in passing that the picture of him as roly-poly is a late development.  Early stories 
indicate that he was generous to others, but not given to self-indulgence.  Indeed, even as an 
unweaned infant, he fasted regularly on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

written by James Kiefer 

(Continued from page 12) St. Nicholas 

Watch next week for 
the complete listing of 

our 12 Days of 
Christmas events! 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O  

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone 
wishing to remember loved ones and friends this Christmas 
season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in the 
church in their memory.  All names will be listed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  Memorials are due by Sunday, 
December 19th.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 12th 
  

P lease join us for St. Paul’s Annual Christmas Pageant! 

On Sunday, December 12th, the children will be presenting 

their annual Christmas pageant during the 10:30am service.  We 

will also be hosting an Advent brunch following the pageant on the 

16th.  All are invited to attend and celebrate the birth of our Savior.  

Please see Nicole O’Connors or email her at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com if you are able to help with bringing food 

or setting out food that day. 

J ohn the Baptist  

calls on the people 

of his day to prepare 

themselves.  He calls 

for a change of heart 

that will help them be 

better prepared to “see 

the salvation of God.”  

Do we also need to 

change our hearts? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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 Christmas Calendar 
  

Sun, Dec. 12 - Third Sunday of Advent 

 10:30 am - Christmas Pageant 

 5:00 pm - Lessons & Carols 

Sun, Dec. 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 5 & 7  pm - Behold the Lamb 

Fri, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
 5:00 pm -  Family Service 

 9:00 pm - Traditional Service 

Sat, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

 10:00 am -  Holy Communion Service 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever 

more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to 

discern what is of value….” Philippians 1:9-10 
 

Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship values 

and distort our needs and wants.  It is important that during this 

season of endless buying we remember that each of us also has 

the need to give back to God and to those that are in need. 

†  Herod the Tetrarch 

L uke dates the start of John the Baptist's ministry by setting it in the 

15th year of the reign of Emperor Augustus: 29 AD.  He notes that 

Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, was "tetrarch" of Galilee.  The word 

is related to "monarch" which means "one ruler."  A tetrarch is a quarter 

ruler.  After Herod the Great's death, Rome decided to divide up the 

kingdom of Israel so that no one person would hold all of the power . Herod 

Antipas is the king most frequently mentioned in the gospels.  He later 

arrested John the Baptist and sentenced him to death. 

 

†  Every Lofty Mountain Made Low 

 

 

B aruch had one of the more unusual backgrounds of all the prophets.  He was a 

private secretary to another prophet, Jeremiah.  He lived during the Jewish exile in 

Babylon (Iraq).  Following Jeremiah's lead, he preached that the exile would end.  He said 

that the people of Israel would return home in triumph.  Baruch pictures mountains being 

leveled to facilitate this homecoming.  The "mountains" are the political obstacles to be 

hurdled before it could happen.  The church cites this passage to suggest a cosmic 

preparation for the coming of the Son of God.  
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Holy Land Pilgrimage - 2022 

Join Fr. Joe on this life-
changing Holy Land Trip. 

Walk in Jesus’ Footsteps 
in 2022. 

Now with revised dates: 
June 16 - 30th 

https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study is studying the Gospel of Luke chapters 1-5, 
weekly through December 14th on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm on Zoom.  New 

people are always welcome to join and 
we have several outside of the area 
participating, so invite your friends.  
 There is no prep work needed, just 
come and listen or join in the 
discussion.  Come when you are 
available, or come each week 
according to your schedule!  We began 
with an overview of the Gospel of 
Luke, and an understanding of how it 
compares to the other three gospels.  
We are currently concentrating on the 
beginning of Luke, chapters 1-5.  The 
first two chapters, which will take us 
until November 9th to study, are 
mostly not found in the other books, a 
special opportunity Luke gives us to 
understand the beginning of Jesus' life. 

 Please contact Carol Wheeler, 
mobile 203 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 
“Hey, Dave.  I’ll be in the 

Newtown studio this 

week!” 

“Be ready! ...What 

nationality is 

Santa?” 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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G od writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers 

and clouds and stars.        - Martin Luther 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

St. John the Baptist 
Sculpted by Jean-Baptiste Houdon (1741-1828) 

Executed in 1808, Plaster Cast 
 

Sunday’s reading from the Gospel of Luke is the introduction of John the Baptist.  The 
root of John’s message is simple but profound: ‘Life is not about me.’  He didn’t preach 
about himself, he preached about someone else, someone who would come after him: Jesus.  
John wasn’t interested in being the center of attention.  He wasn’t interested in the praise of 
others.  He was only interested in preparing the way for Christ, and he didn’t let personal 
ambition get in the way. 

John’s message was as startling as his physical appearance.  He was not a richly clothed 
man. As we know from other gospels, he wore a scratchy camel’s hair cloak and stuck to a 
diet of locusts.  Our sculpture by Jean-Baptiste Houdon, at the Borghese Gallery in Rome, 
depicts this contrast between a confident regal pose and the camel hair cloak.  The leather 
pilgrim’s belt round his 
chest reminds us of his long 
period of isolation before he 
burst onto the public scene 
to preach about the need for 
a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

What is interesting about 
this sculpture is that Houdon 
first made an écorché for 
this sculpture.  An écorché 
is a figure drawn, painted, or 
sculpted showing the 
muscles of the body without 
skin.  These are usually 
highly academic sculptures, 
to really define the study of 
the body.  We share here the 
image of the écorché which 
Houdon did, before 
sculpting the figure of St 
John the Baptist.  As a result 
of the study of the body, we 
have a perfectly toned and 
sculpted figure of the 
Baptist. John prepared the 
way for Christ’s perfect 
obedient sacrifice of 
love...The écorché model 
prepared the way for the 
final version of the 
sculpture... 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

F or this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made 

you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation 

to the ends of the earth.”       - Acts 13:47  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/25423.John_Piper
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/21064.Sinclair_B_Ferguson
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†  “How could I have refused the great Mendelssohn 

permission to play my organ!?”  
 

L ast week in his sermon Fr. 

Joe referenced Felix 

Mendelssohn requesting to play the 

Silbermann organ at Freiburg 

Cathedral.  This was no ordinary 

organ.  It was completed in 1714 and 

is regarded as the greatest of all 

organs.  It is still there and in use 

today 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s temperatures drop and the fall weather reminds us that homeless people 

are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are very 

likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting socks and 

toiletries for the local homeless shelters throughout the winter months.  Place 

donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  Wednesday Service 

Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 

10 am Holy Eucharist with healing 

prayer has been growing consistently since 

we’ve been able to meet in person with 

relaxed Covid protocols.  With live music and 

a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just 

what you need to sutain you through the 

week.  Come join us and check it out. 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 
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MARCH 25-26, 2021 

CAMP WASHINGTON,  

190 Kenyon Rd, Lakewood, CT 06758  

https://www.campwashington.org 

In the beautiful Lichfield Hills of Connecticut 

 

COST: $100.00 per person: includes lodging, three delicious gourmet meals, and all re-
treat materials. The cost of this retreat has been offset by generous grants from St. Paul’s 

church, Brookfield, CT and The Northwest Region Mission Council of ECCT.  

If you plan to share a room, please email Tara so she can make room arrangements. 

                           Questions?  email The Rev. Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

 
Click Below to Register with Eventbrite:  

 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healing-generation-to-generation-tickets-206104352667?

aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

https://www.campwashington.org
mailto:tbshepley@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healing-generation-to-generation-tickets-206104352667?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healing-generation-to-generation-tickets-206104352667?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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Jun 19, 2019 

 

G 
eorge Blass celebrates today.  Tomorrow is party day 

for Leena Bernardo.  Isa Kronberg will be opening 

presents on Saturday.  Tim Huber will be older and 

wiser on Sunday.  Adam Snyder blows out candles on 

Tuesday.  Throw a virtual party for Janet Franklin & Tara 

Shepley on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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In our Old Testament lesson 

this week, what will God 

lead Israel with?  Baruch 5:9 

†  Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home 
 

P lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off 
lights, closing curtains, turning down thermostats, cleaning up after 

themselves and locking doors when they are leaving, especially as cold 
weather and dropping temperatures consume more energy. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
  

Thursday, December 2nd 
  

Channing Moore Williams 
Missionary Bishop in China and Japan, 1910 

 

B 
ishop Williams, a farmer’s son, was born in 
Richmond, Virginia, on July 18, 1829, and 
brought up in straitened circumstances by his 

widowed mother.  He attended the College of William and 
Mary and the Virginia Theological Seminary. 

Ordained deacon in 1855, he offered himself for work 
in China, where he was ordained priest in 1857.  Two years 
later, he was sent to Japan and opened work in Nagasaki.  
His first convert was baptized in 1866, the year he was 
chosen bishop for both China and Japan. 

After 1868, he decided to concentrate all his work in 
Japan, following the revolution that opened the country to 
renewed contact with the western world.  Relieved of his responsibility for China in 1874, 
Williams made his base at Yedo (now Tokyo), where he founded a divinity school, later to 
become St. Paul’s University.  At a synod in 1887, he helped bring together the English and 
American missions to form the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Holy Catholic Church of Japan, 
when the Church there numbered fewer than a thousand communicants. 

Williams translated parts of the Prayer Book into Japanese; and he was a close friend and 
warm supporter of Bishop Schereschewsky, his successor in China, in the latter’s arduous 
work of translating the Bible into Chinese. 

After resigning his jurisdiction in 1889, Bishop Williams stayed in Japan to help his 
successor there, Bishop John McKim, who was consecrated in 1893.  Williams lived in 
Kyoto and continued to work in the opening of new mission stations until his return to 
America in 1908.  He died in Richmond, Virginia, on December 2, 1910.  

P aul talks about “producing 

a harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ 

for the glory and praise of God.”  

As Disciples and stewards, how does 

our daily life, and our gratitude to God 

for all His gifts reflect for others “the glory and praise of God”?  How 

can we best work at being good “harvesters.”? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Baruch%205%3A9&version=GNT
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†  Greeters Needed 

 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their 
presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

† Our  

Daily Bread  

T 
he “Our Daily 

Bread” booklets for 

December, January 

& February are now 

available at the back of the 

church.  Our Daily Bread 

contains a scripture verse 

and meditation for each day.  

To have a copy mailed to 

you, contact 

dszen@yahoo.com 

†  The Giving Tree Is Back! 
 

T he St. Paul’s family is partnering with Brookfield Social 
Services to help families in need through their Holiday 

Program.  
 This Christmas we are adopting 4 families.  The program will be 
accomplished through the use of gift cards.  
 Please take a tag or tags from the Giving Tree in the back of the 

church, and return the purchased card along with the tag by 
December 5th.  Tags should be placed in the “mail box “ near 

the tree.  There will be small envelopes available to place 
your card and tag in.  There will be no sign up sheet.  We 
are relying on everyone to return the gift cards before 
December 5th.  This will provide time for Social Service to 

distribute the cards to families, and time for families to shop.  
 Thank you to all who have been so generous in supporting the 
Thanksgiving Program this year.  Many will continue to be blessed by you 
support through the “Giving Tree “ program. 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and 
raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.” 
Luke 21:28 

 

W e celebrate Advent each year in preparation of the 
birth of Jesus, His first coming, as we await his 

second coming.  In this Advent season, be alert and use this 
time to strengthen your relationship with Jesus.  It’s never 
too late. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A Baptism of Repentance 
 

 Baruch 5:1-9 

T his reading offers a tender message of encouragement to Jerusalem, a vision 
of the gracious Lord bringing the people home from exile and leading them 

in glory.  Although this prophecy is said to be written by Baruch, a friend of the 
prophet Jeremiah, it actually comes from a period nearer to New Testament times 
and is included in writings known as the Apocrypha.  Its imagery of hope and joy is 
timeless, however, and points to God’s ultimate work of salvation. 
 Canticle 16 

A song of thanksgiving and prophecy.  The child will be called the 
prophet of the Most High and will make a way for the Lord. 
 Philippians 1:3-11 

In this lesson Paul greets the new disciples in the town of Philippi, 
gives thanks for their sharing in the gospel, and prays that they may be 
found without fault on the judgment day of Christ.  It is likely that this 
message of affection and appreciative joy was written toward the latter part 
of Paul’s ministry, perhaps while he was in prison.  He expresses great 
confidence that the work of grace begun by God in his converts will be 
brought to fruition. 
 Luke 3:1-6 

The Gospel of Luke sets the prophetic ministry of John the Baptist in the context 
of its time in history.  It was customary during this era to date events with reference 
to the lives of rulers and well-known public figures.  Within this history the word of 
God comes to John as he preaches his baptism of repentance.  His ministry is in 
fulfillment of the words of Isaiah concerning the one who prepares the way of the 
Lord. 

†  Sermon Shorts 

"S tand Up and Look to the Future!"   

To replay all our sermons, audio 

and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 

Luke 3:1-6 
And so again we are 

reminded that the desire of 

our flesh to see the salvation 

of God is to desire 

something that is a far cry 

from our present lived reality.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was 
to many others "attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-
streamed service before and had no idea it could still feel like 
corporate worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come together 
during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may 
be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button or tab on 
our website for more info. 

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, Acts 1-12: Church on 

the Move, on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am in Crocker Hall. 

 Be emboldened and empowered by the Holy Spirit! - There is much we can learn 
from the believers in the first part of Acts.  In taking the message of Jesus to 'regions 
beyond', we will encounter failures, successes, joys and sorrows just as they did.  This 
challenging series will encourage you to be faithful and courageous, empowered by the 

same Holy Spirit as the early believers.  He longs to 
pour out His gifts for ministry and to produce His 
fruit in our lives.  

Christine Platt’s, Cover to cover - Acts 1-12; 
Church on the Move and can be purchased online 

at www.christianbook.com. 
Please contact Mary Beth Durkin by email at 

durkin.mb@gmail.com for more information. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.christianbook.com/
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Wherever we are, in the wilderness, the countryside, or the city, God, 

you are there.  That our hearts may be stirred up in thanksgiving for the life you have 
given us, as we pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ Church, 
Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that 
offer a temporary or permanent shelter.  For 
Chapel on the Green, New Haven, Church by 
the Pond, Hartford, and all Ecclesia ministries. 
......Sue Balla, Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, 
Gary Stein, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Ray Hofbauer, Anthony, Denise, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, 
James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, Cynthia, Wyatt, and Brian continued 
healing. 
.....the people of the Central African Republic; the people of Romania; the bishop, clergy 
and laity of the Diocese of Ifo - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) (Lagos 
Province); and our sister and brother members of the Baptist Union of Hungary. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 

for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community 
Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 

collections during the month of December. 
....Trinity Christian Tabernacle, Danbury, a church 

partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....That we may resist the lure of holiday 

advertising and instead concentrate on 
the message of simplicity and trust that is 

found in the Christmas manger scene. 

.....For Church Musicians and Artists. 

.....For those at greatest risk among us: the lonely, 
rejected, or oppressed, for the sick and those who 
struggle to regain their strength. 

 
 

 

 

C hristmas is a 

time of wonder.  

It’s a time when 

people from all 

nations can join 

together and ponder 

the humble birth of a 

baby who came to 

earth as part of God’s 

plan.  And it was 

simply because He 

loved us.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_African_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/baptist-union-of-hungary
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
https://bethelcommunitypantry.org/
https://bethelcommunitypantry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Christian-Tabernacle/143213609042346
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/17.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jepfp3iYWrA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jepfp3iYWrA
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker, 
Barbara DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, 

Tim Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Mendelssohn
https://www.berlinerdom.de/en/news/2018-archiv/original-conductors-baton-belonging-to-mendelssohn/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

