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in 1954 by The Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dearly Beloved Flock of God, 

O 
ur Gospel reading this Sunday centers around the restoration of 

the Apostle Peter.  Having denied Jesus three times, the 

resurrected Jesus now comes to him and asks him three times if 

Peter still loves him.  It is a dialogue filled with both confrontation and 

tenderness: Jesus calls Peter to look both at his failings, but also toward the 

invitation of what it means to be forgiven and restored. 

 Peter, the rough 

fisherman, who has 

returned to his past 

profession following Jesus' 

crucifixion, is now 

transformed into a gentle 

shepherd.  "Tend my 

sheep," Jesus instructs 

him.  And this is what 

Peter will become, an 

unfamiliar role to him, yet 

one created in love by his 

Redeemer: a spiritual 

shepherd under the Good 

Shepherd. 

This account shows us that God sees who we are becoming, and invites us 

to enter this transformation that only Christ can offer.  As our mission 

statement as a parish is just this, "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ," 

let's together listen for our Shepherd's voice, the one who knows our past, 

and yet celebrates all the more our 

beautiful future guided by His mercy and 

grace. 

Easter joy, 

 "Tend my sheep"  - John 21:16 

St.  Paul’s  Parish 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Friendship Connection 

You are cordially invited to make new friends!  Whether you enjoy a 

phone chat, exchanging email or meeting for coffee, St. Paul's Friendship 

Connection would like to help. 

This is a great way to get to know other 

parishioners.  Maybe you will get to know 

someone from the other service, or send some 

cheer to a home-bound or zoom parishioner.  

Please fill out a slip, take a slip, and look forward to making a new friend! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Sun, May   1     
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  9:45 am - 1st Communion Class, Classroom Level 3 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion & First Communion 
 (YouTube Live) 

  11:45 am - First Communion Reception, Crocker Hall 
  12:00 pm - Missionary Luncheon, Crocker Hall 
Mon, May   2     
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, May   3 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, May   4 -10:00 am - Holy Eucharist & Healing  (YouTube Live) 
  11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
  6:30 pm - Alpha Course 
Thu, May   5 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Sat, May   7 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 

Sun, May   8     
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

After the disciples followed Jesus' 

instructions, how many fish 

 did they catch? 

a) 153     b) 297     c) 438 

John 21:11 NIV  

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+21:11&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†   Conversion 

 

Acts 9:1-20  •  Psalm 30  •  Revelation 5:11-14  •  John 21:1-19 
 

S 
aul of Tarsus, the persecutor of the Church, and Simon Peter, who denied Jesus 
three times, both undergo a profound conversion.  They arrive at their new and 
transformed condition, not through self-reflection or the pangs of conscience, nor 

human persuasions.  Rather, they each have a direct encounter with the risen Lord, which in 
some measure is true of every believing person. 

So, to emphasize this point that Christ encounters each of us directly: the reading of 
Scripture in church and the sermon to follow it, the recitation of the Nicene Creed, the 
offering of the Prayers of the People, the confession of sin and absolution, and the 
declaration of the peace of Christ are, all together, a real encounter with the risen Lord in his 
holy Church.  “For where two or more are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them” (Matt. 18:20).  These words are a dominical and irrefutable promise. Take them to 
heart!  “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth” (Ps. 
119:103). 

Further, the Holy Communion is our weekly participation in the body and blood of 
Christ, through which we enter the cross, death, and Resurrection of Christ.  “The cup of 

blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in 
the blood of Christ?  The bread that we 
break, is it not a sharing in the body of 
Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16).  The entire Sunday 
liturgy, every word of it and every gesture, 
is directed toward nothing less than a 
radical and thorough conversion to Christ. 
 Shortly before his encounter with the 
risen Lord, Saul of Tarsus was “still 
breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1).  While on 
his way to Damascus to arrest any who 
“belonged to the Way,” a light flashed 
about him, cast him to the ground, blinded 
him, and spoke, saying, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me? … I am Jesus whom 
you are persecuting” (Acts 9:4-5).  With 

these words, the risen Lord announces his absolute identification with his disciples.  
Inasmuch as Saul breathes threat and murder against the disciples, he does so against Jesus.  
When Saul’s vision is restored after three days, something like scales fall from his eyes, and 
he sees the risen Lord in the disciples of the Lord.  In a real sense, the risen body of the Lord 
is the Church collectively and all her members individually.  Turning to Christ will always 
mean turning to one another in understanding, forgiveness, compassion, and love. 

Simon Peter, who had denied Jesus three times, said to his companions, “I am going 
fishing” (John 21:3).  Although Christ had risen and revealed himself as alive to them, they 
were drawn back to their former lives almost as if nothing had happened.  Earlier, when 
Peter and the other disciples went to the tomb, found the stone removed, and saw the linen 
wrappings, they did not announce the event.  Rather, as St. John tells us, “the disciples 
returned to their homes” (John 20:10).  Going home and going fishing suggest a regression, a 
backward drift toward a life in which there never was a Jesus.  And this occurs after the Lord 
appeared to them in the Upper Room!  God forbid, but it is possible to know the risen Lord, 
as we surely do, and yet drift toward a forgetfulness.  So, again and again, Jesus will ask, 
“Do you love me?”  And he will say, “Feed my sheep.  See me in my disciples and feed my 
sheep.”  In our very midst, the risen Lord stands.  Do we see, and do we love? 

 

Look It Up:  Psalm 30:1-3  
 

Think About It:  You brought me up, O Lord, from death. 
 -from The Living Church, 2022 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518101694
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518101777
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518101777
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518101891
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102038
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†  Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

This Sunday, May 1st! 
 

A ll are invited to celebrate with our students who will receive 

First Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, 

May 1st.  Please come support their hard work and commitment as 

they take this new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the 

students and their families downstairs in Crocker Hall following the 

service for a reception in their honor.  We hope to see you there! 

†  The Lamb That Was Slain 

T he book of Revelation, or Apocalypse, is overwhelming for most casual readers of 
the Bible.  It has bizarre visions and mysterious creatures.  It was probably written in 

a style meant to confuse non-Christians and protect its message for believers. 
In the 1st and 2nd centuries, the Roman government saw Christians as a 

great threat.  The government partially based its authority on the claim that 
the emperor was a god.  Since Christians refused this worship, they 
endangered imperial power.  Examples had to be made to prevent erosion of 
authority.  Followers of Jesus were arrested and executed with the flimsiest 
excuses. 

One answer came from John, a Christian author.  He was held on Patmos, 
a prison island off the coast of Turkey.  He wrote a message of hope for 
believers, but couched it in symbolic terms drawn from the Old Testament.  He could not 
openly write the Sacred Name of Jesus, so he referred to the Lord as the "Lamb [of God] 
who was slain [on the cross]".  He describes a victory celebration for the faithful saints in 
heaven.  The "four living creatures" may represent the writers of the four Gospels. 

 

 

 

 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, May 2nd 

Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles 
 

T he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those 
about whom little is known, except for their mention in the 

Gospels.  James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James the 
son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or perhaps to 
indicate youth or lack of stature.  He is known to us from the list of the 
Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus.  He may also be 
the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the younger, who, 
with his mother Mary and the other women, watched the crucifixion 
from a distance. 

P hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as 
reported in John’s Gospel.  There we read that Jesus called 

Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.  Philip, 
in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see 
Jesus, the Messiah.  Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked 
Philip, “How are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 
6:5).  Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the prelude 
to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes.  In a later 
incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to Philip asking to see 
Jesus.  At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been with you so 
long, and yet you do not know me, Philip?  He who has seen me has seen 
the Father” (John 14:8, 9). 
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Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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†  Do Not Betray the Confidence of Another  

by Steve Hemming 
 

“He who goes about as a gossip reveals secrets, 

but he who is trustworthy and faithful keeps a matter hidden.” 

Proverbs 11:13 
 

I 
 have to admit it really irks me when someone tells me something that was shared 
with them in strict confidence.  This treachery makes me all the more wary of 
sharing my personal matters with others.  Brothers and sisters, we are called by God 

to bear one another’s burdens, not share them! 

God’s word gives us clear instruction on how to deal effectively with those prone to 
having “loose lips.” 

Rebuke the offender - Correct a brother or sister by drawing attention to their sin of 
betrayal, which results from sharing words with you that were spoken to them in secret by 
others. 

• “Better an open rebuke than love that is concealed.” 1 

• “He who rebukes a man will find more favor 
afterward than he who flatters with the tongue.” 
2 

• “He who keeps instruction is in the way of 
life, but he who refuses correction goes 
astray.” 3 

Depart from the transgressor - If the one you 
rebuke fails to change their ways, withdraw from 
them. 

• “He who goes about as a slanderer reveals 
secrets, therefore do not associate with a 
gossip.” 4 

• “A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a 
gossip separates close friends.” 5 

• “They will be made to stumble, their own 
tongues turned against them.  All who see will 
shake their heads.” 6 

If you are susceptible to sharing with others confidential words 
spoken to you in trust, seek God to help you keep your tongue from evil and your lips from 
speaking deceit.7  Ask Him to set a guard over your mouth, and keep watch over the door of 
your lips.8  For whoever guards his mouth and his tongue guards himself from troubles.9 

 

“The one who guards his mouth preserves his life; the one who opens wide his 
lips comes to ruin.”    Proverbs 13:3 

†  One Hundred Fifty-Three Fish! 
 

O 
ne of the appearances of the risen Jesus happened at the lake of 
Galilee - also called the lake of Tiberias, from the largest city on 
its shores.  Peter and some of the others had gone home, possibly 

waiting for instructions from Christ. Meanwhile they must feed their 
families, so they have returned to their old jobs as fishermen.  Jesus repeats 
the sign that he had first shown to the Apostles: the miraculous catch of fish. 

John mentions that there were 153 fish caught.  This number is probably 
a symbol meaning a complete number.  Aristotle had taught that there were 
153 different species of fish in the Mediterranean Sea.  Thus Peter was given 
a commission to bring all people into the hands of Christ. 

  1  Proverbs 27:5  
  2  Proverbs 28:23  
  3  Proverbs 10:17  

  4  Proverbs 20:19  
  5  Proverbs 16:28  
  6  Psalm 64:8  

  7  Psalm 34:13  
  8  Psalm 141:3  
  9  Proverbs 21:23  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102495
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102537
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102568
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102605
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102636
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102705
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102743
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102779
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=518102670
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor 

of" or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  

please fill out an envelope located in the back of the 

church or send an email request to 

altarflowers@yahoo.com or contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 53 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House in New Milford.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, May 4th and will support the 
Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.  The 1.15 
million Mon of Myanmar generally live in the region southeast of Yangon (capital city of 
Myanmar) and in Mon and Kayin States along the coast.  The Mon have lived in village 
settlements from the last three or four hundred years.  Most of the Mon are peasant farmers, 
although a few are merchants and 
craftsmen.  Religion is very important 
to the Mon.  A majority practice a 
mixture of spirit worship and 
Buddhism.  The others are Theravada 
Buddhists.  Buddhist monks act as 
mediators between villagers and the 
spirits.  Other practitioners include 
shamans (priests or priestesses), 
doctors, astrologers, and witches.  
Witches often cause illnesses or spirit 
possession.  The Buddhists believe 
that a sick person has an insufficient 
accumulation of merit, so offerings 
are made to the Buddha images on his 
behalf.  To alleviate the illness, 
shamans (mostly women) put on spirit 
dances, at which time they usually 
become possessed by evil spirits.  The doctor then seeks to exorcise the spirits by reciting 
chants” (Bethany World Prayer Center via JoshuaProject.net).  Less than 1% of the Mon are 
followers of Jesus.  Praise God for these believers, though, and for the availability of Gospel 
resources in the Mon language, including the full Bible, Jesus Film, and other audio and 
video Gospel resources.  Pray that God would prepare, equip, and send full-time Christian 
workers to plant healthy, growing, disciple-making, reproducing churches in every Mon 
community.  Pray that God would lead them to people of peace. that God would break 
through or remove any barrier (religious, physical, spiritual, political, cultural, 
etc.) to the Mon hearing and understanding the Gospel message. 

“T herefore my heart sings to you without 
ceasing; O Lord, my God, I will give you 

thanks forever.”  And faithful stewards know 
that giving thanks forever means more than 
singing.  How are you doing with the Holy Habits - 
prayer, study, worship in community, and 
generous giving?  Cultivating them may 
make your songs more joyful indeed! 
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Greetings! 
 

I saac Watts (1674-1748) is frequently referred to as the father of English 
hymnody.  He is estimated to have given us around 750 hymns including such 

classics as "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross," "Joy to the World," and "O God, 
Our Help in Ages Past."  This Sunday we'll be singing one of his very first texts, 
"Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs."  The hymn was written in 1696 and first 
published in the 1707 collection Hymns and Spiritual Songs.  His words are based on 
the passage from Revelation (5: 11-14) that we'll hear as the Epistle this week: 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands 
of thousands, singing with full voice, 
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!’  
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might 
for ever and ever!’  
And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and worshipped.  

 

Watts' hymn text: 
Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
With angels round the throne; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
but all their joys are one. 
 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, 
“To be exalted thus”; 
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply,  
“For he was slain for us.” 
 

Jesus is worthy to receive  
Honor and power divine; 
May blessings, more than we can give, 
Be, Lord, for ever thine. 
 

The whole creation joins in one 
To bless the sacred Name 
Of him that sits upon the throne,  
And to adore the Lamb. 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 

Isaac Watts 
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Although Watts was not the first English hymn writer, he was the first to really 
encourage and popularize the use of hymns in English worship.  Prior to that, the 
congregation singing would have been limited to the Psalms (kind of like we do each 
Sunday at the 10:30).  In his mind, the Psalms alone "failed to provide adequate 
expression for Christian worship."  The hymn we'll be singing was written in 
somewhat of a response to produce something better.  Such initiative…if you think 
there's a problem, fix it!  And fix it, he did. 

The poetic texts of many of his hymns conveniently fall into very regular meters 
making it easy to assign a variety of melodies.  From our hymnal alone, we could 
match up the words of "Come, Let Us Join" with 52 different tunes!  Our 1982 
Hymnal published it with a German chorale tune Nun danket all und bringet Ehr, the 
most common pairing in the US.  In Britain, it is usually connected to the tune 
Nativity, a lovely tune that I did not know (but looked up, of course!).  But for this 
Sunday, I'm uniting Watts' words with the American folk tune Land of Rest.  I think 
the pairing works really well. 

Naturally, I didn't expect to find a video of "Come, Let Us Join" sung to the tune 
of Land of Rest (although I did try).  This folk tune, first published in 1844 as part of 

The Sacred Harp, was known throughout the Appalachians, 
and its roots are suspected to go back to the great ballad 
traditions of England and Scotland.  Annabel M. 
Buchanan (1888-1983) was a musicologist who specialized 
in American folk music and she remembered her 
grandmother singing the tune to her as a child.  Buchanan 
adapted it into the version that we use in our hymnals 
today.  The name "Land of Rest" comes from its 
association with the text with which it was published in 
The Sacred Harp: "O land of rest, for thee I sigh."  So, the 
video I've included is The Sacred Harp version.  The melody 
is tucked way down in the tenor part, so it can be tricky to 
hear.  And the notation of the music represents the shape-

note notation for which The Sacred Harp was well-known.  Someday, I'll have to do an 
article on 
that 
fascinating 
aspect of 
American 
musical 
culture!  

 
Peace and 
blessings, 
 
Kirsten 

 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

Annabel M. Buchanan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShSMBidlQ7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShSMBidlQ7Y
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Israel - Walking in Jesus’ Footsteps 

†  The Primacy of Peter   
 

T 
his Sunday’s gospel lesson will bring back 
fond memories for anyone who has traveled 
with us to Israel.  It is here in Tabgha where 

we put our feet in the Sea of Galilee and visit several 
important sites.  Tranquil Tabgha, on the north-western 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, is best known for Christ’s 
miraculous multiplication of loaves and fish to feed a 
multitude. 

But it is also remembered for Jesus’ third appearance 
to his disciples after his Resurrection, when he tested and 
commissioned St Peter as leader of his Church. 

Two churches commemorate these events, and 
pilgrims find the place a serene location for meditation, 
prayer and study. 

Tabgha is at the foot of the Mount of Beatitudes, 
about less that two miles south-west of Capernaum.  The name is an Arab mispronunciation 
of the Greek Heptapegon (meaning “seven springs”).  Several warm sulphureous springs 

enter the lake here, attracting fish especially in winter. 
 This was a favorite spot for fishermen from nearby Capernaum, 
and its beach was familiar to Jesus and his disciples.  It is easy to 
imagine Jesus speaking from a boat in one of the little bays, with 
crowds sitting around on the shore. 
 Jesus Cooked Breakfast 
 Nearby, on the Tabgha beach, stands the Church of the Primacy of 
St Peter.  This squat building of black basalt, built in 1934, is where 
Jesus is believed to have made his third appearance to his disciples 
after his Resurrection. 
 As the event is described in the 21st chapter of John, Peter and six 
other disciples had been fishing all night without 
catching anything.  Just after daybreak Jesus stood on the 
beach, though they did not recognize him. 

Jesus told the disciples to cast their net on the right side of the boat and the 
net filled with 153 fish.  When the disciples dragged the net ashore, they found 
that Jesus had cooked them breakfast on a charcoal fire. 

The rock incorporated in the church floor is traditionally believed to be the 
place where Jesus prepared breakfast.  It was known to medieval pilgrims as 
Mensa Christ (the table of Christ). 
 Peter Was Challenged Three Times 

After breakfast, Jesus challenged Peter three times with the question: “Do 
you love me?”  Peter’s positive response to this three-fold challenge cancelled 
out his three-fold denial of Jesus the night before his crucifixion. 

Then Jesus gave Peter a three-fold commission: “Feed my lambs . . . . Tend 
my sheep . . . Feed my sheep.”  And he also indicated that Peter would die by martyrdom. 

After this event Peter’s primacy as head of the apostles was recognized. 
Beside the church, in a garden setting, is an area designed for group worship.  Between 

this and the lake stands a modern bronze statue of Jesus symbolically commissioning Peter 
with his shepherd’s crook. 

   Church of the Primacy of Saint Peter  

Entrance to 

St. Mark’s Church 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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Climbing steps to 

Stone of Anointing 

†  Monologue: Peter 

 

I 
've made some big mistakes in my time!  But nothing like the ones I made on the 
night when Jesus was arrested.  It all started to go wrong when the soldiers came to 
arrest him.  I couldn't believe it was happening!  I jumped in like a real life Rambo 

and took a swipe at one of the arresting soldiers - but I only managed to remove his ear and 
before I could have another go, Jesus reached out and healed him.  I was astounded.  And as 
the crowd started to snigger, I felt big and stupid and clumsy.  So I stood and watched them 
lead him away as it hit me that after three years I still didn't really understand what he was 
on about.  But I couldn't abandon him.  I followed the soldiers at a distance ‘til they reached 
a courtyard.  I tried my best to blend in but it was difficult.  They all recognized me.  The 
servant girl.  The gatekeeper.  And a big bloke who was a relative of the soldier whose ear I 
had removed!  He recognized me in a flash!!  And if they didn't recognize my face then my 

Galilean accent gave me away.  They were all having 
a go at me - trying to make me admit I was one of his 
friends.  But I couldn't do it.  Three times I denied 
that I even knew him!  I was so scared of what they 
would do to me.  I caved in like a house of cards. 
 But that's not the worst of it.  Jesus knew what I 
was doing!  As the soldiers led him away he looked 
straight at me, our eyes locked through an open 
doorway.... and I could tell.  He knew all right.  
And ....and there was nothing I could do!  And I 
remember his words telling me I would do this awful 
thing.  I felt ill just thinking about it.  I ran outside 
and cried like a baby.  It was as if my heart was 
breaking.  In a matter of minutes, my whole world 
was in shatters.  
 After he was crucified, strange things happened.  I 
was one of the first to see his empty tomb.  He 
appeared to us all one Sunday when we met together 
in secret.  But for me, life became even more difficult 
as the dark cloud of my denial of him spoilt any of 
the joy.  It was as if there was a wall between us - a 

wall which I had built - which I didn't know how to remove.  I was dying to speak to him but 
it was also the thing I dreaded most.  

So I went back to my boats and the fishing.  What else could I do?  I didn't have the heart 
for it any more but it kept my hands busy.  I conned a few of the others into fishing with me.  
And one morning as we returned home, there was Jesus - on the beach.  I was so intent on 
speaking to him that I couldn't wait for the boat - instead I dived straight in and swam to 
shore.  But I was tongue- tied.  I couldn't say all the things that were on my heart.  Instead I 
ran around doing everything he asked with all the enthusiasm I possessed.  And my business 
and eagerness hid the wall between us - but could not break it down. 

After breakfast, he took me for a bit of a walk along the beach.  I didn't know what he 
was going to say.  The weight of my guilt blotted out any other thought.  I couldn't think 
how to even start to say all the things I wanted to say.  If I had tried to say that I loved him it 
would have sounded trite and hypercritical after all that had happened.  But I didn't have to.  
Instead he asked me if I loved him!  Three times I had said he was not my friend on that 
terrible night.  Three times on the beach he asked me if I loved him.  Three times I said yes 
with my whole heart.  And I knew he believed me because he gave me a job to do - to look 
after his followers for him - a job that proved to me that he trusted me and that the past was 
forgotten and that the wall between us was gone. 

© Ann Scull 
 

Can you relate to the way the disciples felt after Jesus' death and resurrection? 

What do you do when life is tough? 

Have you ever given up on God or thought about giving up on God? 

How does God call us back?  
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Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  Check-

in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am and students will 

return to the service around the time of announcements.  Please 

reach out with any questions to Nicole O’Connors at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in 

this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in 
becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

What was the name of 

the disciple whom the Lord sent to 

Saul in Damascus? 

a) Ananias  b) Tychicus 

c) Onesimus   

Acts 9:10-12 NIV  

Mothers Day Memorials 

M other’s Day is May 8th.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on 
the altar in loving memory of a mother, please make your 

check payable to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those 
to be remembered on the memo line.  All memorials are due 
by Tuesday, May 3rd.  Contact Doug Melody with any 
questions at 203 947-0849-3343 or 

altarflowers@yahoo.com.  All women worshipping 
with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower. 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+9:10-12&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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“T o forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you." 

- Lewis B. Smedes 
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Easter Sand Castles 

S usan Yurcisin sends along these 

photos of sand sculptures on the 

beach at Puerto Plata during their 

Easter trip to 

the 

Dominican 

Republic. 

†  Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center 
 

H 
opeline is one of the Ministries supported by the St. Paul’s Mission Program.  
Hopeline is a Christian based program that provides counseling and support to 
women during unplanned pregnancies.  Early testing and limited ultrasound 

services are provided by trained professionals.  Through counseling Hopeline prepares 
women to make an informed choice regarding their pregnancy. 

Hopeline is there to support the expectant Mom and her baby through the pregnancy and 
beyond,  providing material assistance for clothing, diapers, and many of the other items 
newborns require. 

For years St. Paul’s has provided financial support through the Change for Change Baby 
Bottle Campaign.  Baby Bottles were distributed to parishioners and they were asked to fill 
the bottle with change, bills, or a check.  There has always been a very generous response 
from the St. Paul’s family. 

 There was no Baby Bottle Campaign in 
2020 & 2021 because of the pandemic.   

Bottle Free Baby Bottle 

Campaign 

A gain this year there will be a 

BOTTLE FREE Baby Bottle 

Campaign.  Between Mothers' Day, May 

8th and Fathers' Day June 19th, we are 

asking that you consider making a 

donation to Hopeline by writing a check 

to St. Paul’s , noting Hopeline in the 

memo line. 
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Go to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the first 

page.  Any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May    1st  8 am -  Thomas’s   10:30 am -  Astbury’s 
May   8th  8 am -  Sandy Chadwick 10:30 am -  Switzer’s 
May  15th  8 am -  Huber’s    10:30 am -  ‘Barbieri’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  They're ALL God's Doughnuts! 

A bundance.  Plenty.  Cups overflowing.  Nets filled past capacity.  Amazing Grace! 

In Sunday's gospel, the Risen Lord comes to the disciples for the third time.  Jesus 

asks the disciples if they have caught any fish the night before, and, tells them to cast their 

nets on the right side of their boat, "and you will find a catch." 

Partly due to the nets full of a large number of large fish, the disciples knew this was the 

Lord.  He asked them to bring "some" of the fish they had just caught over to the charcoal 

fire He had prepared. 

The abundance given by the Lord and then 

put to use for the disciples' own benefit seems to 

parallel the message about the First 

Commandment.  The British evangelist J. John 

used poignant humor to illustrate a meaning 

within the First Commandment "Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and, with all your mind."  In a wonderful 

illustration, J. John tells the story of a man 

hoarding what he believes is his own bag of 

donuts in a busy airport, all while a kindly 

stranger is actually being abundantly generous 

with him.  Needless to say (but what a privilege 

to say it anyway) our God is a "awesome" God, 

"causing all things to work together for the good 

of those who love Him." (Romans 8:28).  Thanks 

be to God! 

"For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor 

lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a ______, but 

rejoicing comes in the morning." 

Psalm 30:5 NIV  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I03Jlj4-ZQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I03Jlj4-ZQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I03Jlj4-ZQY
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+30:5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 
pm on Zoom.  Looking ahead to the next weeks, we have planned a walk with the 

disciples from Easter through Ascension and Pentecost.  What were Jesus and the disciples 
doing during those 50 days when Jesus was sometimes with 
them?  We will look at passages from the end of the gospels and 
the beginning of Acts.  Is there a family member or friend you 
would like to invite to join us?  You are welcome here.  

 To receive the weekly email with the zoom link, send Carol 

an email at cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

To join the Zoom Meeting use the following link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/4245653965?

 

 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Miraculous Draught of Fishes, 
John Reilly (1928-2010) 

Oil on canvas, Painted in 1978, 
© John Reilly artist 

 

T 
he earthly record of the man John Reilly was unremarkable but his inner journey 
was quite exceptional.  His consuming passion was his painting and a day spent 
away from it was in his eyes “a day wasted.”  All he ever wanted was for people 

of all faiths and all walks of life to look beyond the surface paint and find for themselves a 
meaning that would sustain and feed them. 

His Christian beliefs formed the basis and inspiration of his work, coupled with a 
conceptual, modern style.  Reilly, who painted this canvas, frequently based his works on a 

central circle (the sun 
here) from which facets 
of color emanate, like 
ripples on the surface of 
water… like ripples on 
the Sea of Tiberias 
mentioned in this 
Sunday's gospel 
reading.  The overall 
composition consists of 
these kaleidoscopic 
facets making up the 
overall patterning of the 
painting.  The circles 
here link Christ to the 
right, with the apostles 
on the left, through the 
sun and the fishes.  The 
fishes are most 
prominent and don't just 
make for an interesting 
composition, but they 
are actually part of the 
bodily compositions of 
the apostles and Christ. 
 Fish are of course 
very central to 

Scripture.  Fish in the seas represent people that have yet to be 'brought ashore' to receive the 
'breath of life' and encounter Christ, depicted standing on the shore.  Sunday's reading tells 
us they caught 153 fish.  The number 153 is the total of all numbers from 1 through to 17.  
1+2+3….+16+17=153!  The number 17 is also the symbolic prime number representing the 
Messiah.  It is also believed that, at the time John wrote his Gospel, there were 153 nations 
in existence.  So, coming to the point of all these numbers, it shows that Christ came to unite 
ALL people and all nations… but this can only be achieved through the process of one-to-
one discipling… fish by fish…  And just as Jesus did in Sunday's passage, so we can stand 
at the water's edge of people's lives to try and bring them (back) to God. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with healing prayer has 

been growing consistently since we’ve been able to meet in person with relaxed 

Covid protocols.  With live music and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just 

what you need to sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch 

on YouTube Live. 
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https://www.campwashington.org/
https://www.campwashington.org/


 21 

 

 



22  

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to him a third 
time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
sheep.’” (John 21:17) 

 

A ll of us are challenged to show our love 
for Jesus by “feeding His sheep.”  

Through prayer ask God how you should best use 
your time, talent and treasure to assist those who are in 
need.  Remember that giving is an act of worship and helps 
advance the mission of our parish and greater Church.  

 

O ver and over again, Jesus asks 
Peter, “do you love me?” Would 

our actions let Jesus know that we love him?  
Or, has our love for Jesus been replaced by 
our love for things of this world? 

 



 23 

 

Jul 5, 2019 

A 
nastasia Connors celebrates today.  Chuck 

Allen is a year older & wiser on Friday.  

Julia Siergiej will be opening presents on 

Sunday.  Rebecca Conte blows out candles on 

Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

"H onest to God Thomas.”  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

 

“It Is the Lord!” 
 

 Acts 9:1-20 

I n this reading from the story of the early church we hear how Paul is converted from 
being an enemy of the Christian way in order to become the great apostle to the non-

Jewish peoples.  While he is headed toward Damascus to persecute Christians, Paul is 
encountered the risen Jesus.  Jesus calls him by his Jewish name, Saul, and asks 
why he is persecuting him by persecuting his followers.  Paul is blinded by the 
experience, but in Damascus his sight is restored and to it is added perception 
of his new faith and mission. 
 Psalm 30 

A hymn of praise and thanksgiving by one whom the Lord has saved from 
death. 
 Revelation 5:11-14 

This lesson presents a heavenly vision of the Lamb that was slain - a figure 
of Jesus.  Myriads of angels surround the elders and living creatures as they 
sing praises to the Lamb, joined by every creature in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth.  He who through his blood has offered ransom for his people 
now lives and is worthy of all honor and glory. 
 John 21:1-19 

Our gospel tells of another appearance by Jesus to his disciples - this time 
after their return to the Sea of Tiberius or Galilee.  Several of the disciples go 
fishing and do not immediately recognize Jesus standing on the shore and 
telling them where fish may be caught.  Then the disciple whom Jesus loved 
(perhaps intended as a model for all disciples) perceives it is the Lord.  Led by the impulsive 
Peter they all join Jesus, bringing with them their net full with a hundred fifty-three large fish.  
(The significance of this number remains unknown to us.)  As often in these stories, they 
share a meal with their risen Lord.  Jesus asks Simon Peter three times if he loves him, and 
three times instructs Peter to tend and feed his sheep as an expression of that love.  Peter will 
glorify God even in his death. 

 

John 21:1-19 
I n this encounter Jesus twice 

offers Peter the opportunity 

to again over promise as he 

did at the last supper (I will 

NEVER deny you).  And 

so, when Jesus asks Peter 

for the third time, "Do you 

love me?"  Jesus uses 

"philios."  In effect, accepting 

Peter's offer of friendship.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  In this Eastertide we rejoice together at the resurrection of Christ.  

That the world may be commended to the care of the Good Shepherd, let us pray for the 
whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs, as pray 
for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Intentional Episcopal Communities in Connecticut, 
including the Episcopal Church at Yale; Seabury 
Retirement community; and All Saint Chapel, West 
Cornwall. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Retirement communities, especially Armsmear; 
Chaplains at retirement communities, and Retired 
Clergy Chaplains.......Sue Balla, Clayton Ferry, 
Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Peter 
Scalzo, Jr., Betty Hofbauer, Denise, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, 
Eve, Roger, Barbara, Alex, Peter, Cynthia, Barbara Castronova and Larry Coleman 
continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan; the people of 
Equatorial Guinea; the bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Lainya - The Province of 
the Episcopal Church of South Sudan (Central Equatoria Province) ; and our sister and 
brother members of the United Protestant Church of Belgium. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 

ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims 
throughout the world to come to know Jesus 
Christ. 

.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient 
of our food basket collections for the month of May. 
......Higher Ground Ministry, Danbury, a church 

partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....That we give the gift of ourselves 

everyday. 
.....For Joy in God's Creation. 
.....Help for our unbelief that our 

head knowledge become heart 
knowledge so that our actions reflect God’s 

truths and not the lies the enemy throws at us. 

 
 

 

 

Fishin on the Sea of 

Galilee 

Here is a demonstration 
of casting of nets on the 

Sea of Galilee and 
explanation & 

significance of John 21:1-
4 filmed during one of our 
Holy Land Pilgrimages. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equatorial_Guinea
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/united-protestant-church-of-belgium
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/1.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dc98xeqvbAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dc98xeqvbAY
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker, 
Steve Hemming, Tim Huber, Patrick 

O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Factoid
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

