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 †  Cancer and Peace  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

W 
e are honored to welcome back to 

our pulpit this Sunday, Peter Scalzo.  

Having grown up at St. Paul's, and a former 

acolyte, Peter has led trips to the Holy Land for us, and remains a close 

friend of our community. 

Peter is in his 17th year of his cancer journey.  In 2019, he released 

a book on Amazon called "Cancer and Peace, My 15 

Year Journey."  Peter has facilitated the Walnut Hill 

Community Church Cancer Support Group for 16 years.  

He has spoken at many venues including churches, 

American Cancer Society Events, radio and local T.V.  

Peter's website can be found at "cancerandpeace.com." 

 Peter has been involved in Celebrate Recovery "CR," 

a Christ centered 12 Step Program since 2014.  He was 

the Ministry Leader for CR for three years and is now 

promoting CR throughout the state of CT as part of the 

State team. 

 Peter lives in Brookfield, CT and has six children.  

He left his law practice in 2017 for medical disability due to his cancer 

journey.  Peter is recently engaged to Suzanne Brennan and the couple 

plan to wed later this year. 

We look forward to hearing Peter expound on God's 

Word with encouragement and insight.  Please 

plan to welcome our dear brother in Christ. 
 

Faithfully, 

cancerandpeace.com
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†  Friendship Connection 

You are cordially invited to make new friends!  Whether you enjoy a 

phone chat, exchanging email or meeting for coffee, St. Paul's Friendship 

Connection would like to help. 

This is a great way to get to know other 

parishioners.  Maybe you will get to know 

someone from the other service, or send some 

cheer to a home-bound or zoom parishioner.  

Please fill out a slip, take a slip, and look forward to making a new friend! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 12 - 9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 14 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 
  8:30 am - Alpha Course “Holy Spirit Weekend,” Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 15     
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, May 16 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, May 17 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, May 18 -10:00 am - Holy Eucharist & Healing  (YouTube Live) 
  6:30 pm - Alpha Course 
Thu, May 19 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
Sat, May 21 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 
   - Bishop Electing Convention, Hartford, CT 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 22     
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with healing prayer has 

been growing consistently since we’ve been able to meet in person with relaxed 

Covid protocols.  With live music and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what 

you need to sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch on 

YouTube Live. 

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†   Cosmic Praise 

 

Acts 11:1-18  •  Psalm 148  •  Revelation 21:1-6  •  John 13:31-35 
 

“T he circumcised believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?’  Then Peter began to explain to them, 

step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision.  There 
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me.  As I looked I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 
reptiles, and birds of the air.  I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”  
But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.”  But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, 
you must not call profane.”  This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again 
to heaven’” (Acts 11:2-10). 

A large sheet came down and then was pulled up to heaven again.  Jesus came down 
from heaven and then ascended into heaven. “Little children,” Jesus says, “I am with you 
only a little longer. …  Where I am going you cannot come” (John 13:33).  We behold, and 
then we interpret what we no longer see. 

Peter’s vision of a sheet illustrates the full implication of the Incarnation.  Jesus assumes 
a human body, and his body partakes of and sanctifies the whole created material world.  
Commenting on the baptism of Jesus, Gregory of Nazianzus says, “Jesus comes to sanctify 

the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for us 
…  The Spirit descends in bodily form like the 
dove that so long ago announced the ending of 
the flood and so gives honor to the body that is 
one with God” (Oration 39). 
 The body so honored is the body of Jesus 
and, by implication, all human bodies and the 
whole creation of which the human bodies are a 
part.  In Christ, then, all things are sanctified, 
and this is precisely the meaning of the sheet 
containing animals regarded formerly as unclean 
and profane.  No longer are foods unclean or 
profane, nor is humanity divided between them 
and us.  There is one common humanity and one 
universe that together are sanctified and 
participate in praise of Almighty God.  A Latin 
hymn for Lent makes this clear, saying that not 
only do humans sing a new song, having been 

renewed through forgiveness, but the totality of things praises the Trinity: Te rerum 
universitas, clemens, adoret, Trinitas. 

Part of our vocation as Christian people is “to give voice to every creature under 
heaven,” to join in a vast cosmic chorus of praise to the Creator.  Psalm 148:1-11 calls for 
such praise, listing participants: the heavens, the heights, all angels, all his hosts, sun and 
moon, shining stars, heaven of heavens, waters above the heavens, the earth, sea monsters 
and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous winds, mountains and hills, fruit trees 
and cedars, wild beasts and cattle, creeping things and winged birds, kings of the earth and 
all people. 

Everything is holy and called to praise God.  Writing on prayer, Tertullian gives a 
touching and true picture of the world praising God: “The angels, likewise, all pray; every 
creature prays; cattle and wild beasts pray and bend their knees; and when they come forth 
from their stalls and dens, they look up heavenward with no idle mouth, vibrating the air/
spirit in their own way.  Even the birds ascending are led up to heaven, and, instead of 
hands, expand a cross of wings and say something that seems like a prayer” (De Oratio, 9). 

Let everything praise the name of the Lord. 
 

Look It Up:  A Song of Creation (BCP, p. 88)  
 

Think About It:  Praise him and highly exalt him forever. 
 -from The Living Church, 2022 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#gsp1
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†  LTC Work Days 
by Bill Schrull 

 

M 
onday and Tuesday were work days for me at Lake Tanganyika College.  
Monday we installed the five new Thin Client PC’s along with two new 
regular PC’s.  Bon reported that there were five other thin clients that we had 

brought in the past that were not functioning.  I checked them out and found that they post 
the familiar Dell logo on start up, but then would not continue to boot up. We put those 
aside for the moment as I wanted to contact the supplier I use in the USA (Vecmar.com) 
discuss the problem with their tech support department. I had to wait until the evening since 
the supplier is seven time zones behind where we are.  When I did get a hold of 
Vecmar tech support, they were very helpful.  I got instructions on how I could 
reload the thin client operating system using a USB Flash drive.  

Tuesday we went to purchase additional keyboards and mice.  Even though there 
is less dust in the air these days in Kasulu as there was when I first visited Kasulu in 
2005, there is still enough to eventually cause the keyboards to malfunction.  
Fortunately we could purchase these in Kasulu.  When we got back to the college, 
Bonface, the lead computer system admin for LTC went to work on replacing the 
keyboards while I set to work on fixing those five thin clients that were not booting.  
Following the procedure that the Vecmar technician gave me, I was able to fix all 
five thin clients.  I was grateful that we could fix them on site rather than having to 
bring them back to the USA to repair.  My hat is off to the folks at Vecmar.  Their 
support team is one of the best I’ve encountered in the industry. 

Having fixed the thin client issue, we moved on to some other minor issues and backup 
procedures for maintaining the server systems.  All in all, it was a productive two days so far 
at LTC’s Computer Center.  Tomorrow I’m hoping to get the wireless network working 
better so they can get network connection in the office area and some of the class rooms. 

Of course while Bon and I were working on the computer systems, there was lots of 
activity going on around the college.  And there was plenty of activity going on in the 
computer center as well.  I’ve posted the picture so you can see how much the systems are 
being used.  There are people working with the computers and receiving training in 
computer applications all day long.  I’m looking forward to when they get the new computer 
center construction completed, hopefully by the time we travel back here next year.  “The 
new computer center you say, Bill?”  Yes, there is a new center being built.  They have had 
some issues that stalled and delayed construction during the past couple of years, but they 
are looking to move forward with completing it soon.  I’ll write a bit more about this later in 
the week.  I believe Cathy and I will be involved in a small ceremony to lay the foundation 
stone on Thursday. 

That’s it for now.  Check back in a couple of days.  Blessings to you all!  (Click HERE 
for more of Bill & Cathy’s blog. 

http://tzblog.schrull.us/
http://tzblog.schrull.us/2022/04/28/a-dream-that-came-true-a-mission-story/


6  

 

Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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Sunrise on the 

 
†  My Lammie - A Testimony  

“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in 
green pastures; He leads me besides quiet waters” 

Psalm 23:1-2  
by Steve Hemming 

 

W 
hen I was a child, I had a stuffed lamb, that I called “Lammie.”  It was given 
to me by my parents as a source of comfort.  While I was too young to 
remember, my mother told me I was quite sick, and in and out of the hospital 

many times from birth until after I turned three years old.  I never went anywhere without 
Lammie; I always kept him by my side.  Little did I know at the time, Jesus, the true Lamb 
of God 1 was with me back then, and has kept me in His loving arms 2 ever since. 

Over time, by the grace of God, I became healthier, and eventually outgrew the necessity 
to carry Lammie around with me.  My first encounter with Jesus took place in 8th grade 
confirmation class, when I had to write a book report on Him.  I got an “A.”  Yet, while I 
knew who Jesus was, I didn’t know Him relationally, and as such, felt no need for His 
presence.  Yet, looking back on that period in my life, despite my indifference towards Him, 
Jesus stuck closer to me than a brother.3 

As a young adult, I was quite rebellious, and got myself into all kinds of trouble.  I was 
very lost and deeply troubled.  If it wasn’t for Jesus, who left the ninety-nine sheep and 
recused me,4 I would have surely died. 

Not only did Jesus clearly save my life, He also brought people into my sphere who 
shared the gospel and His love with me, and eventually I accepted Him as my Lord and 
Savior.5  I am so grateful that because of my faith in Jesus, I will be with Him for all 
eternity! 6 

Since accepting an early retirement package from WPI a few years ago, I must admit 
that oftentimes my journey has been difficult.  As we know, Jesus told us we would have 
tribulation, but we are to take courage because Jesus 
overcame the world,7 and we will also overcome, 
when we draw near and put our trust in Him 8 when 
trouble comes our way. 

The Lord gave me some well-needed 
encouragement this past Sunday.  First, I watched the 
live stream of Fr. Joe’s inspiring sermon on Psalm 23.  
Then, later that morning as I entered a local church I 
was visiting, this beautiful stained-glass window 
immediately caught my attention: 

The Lord showed me I was the little lamb Jesus 
was holding in His arm, and His loving eyes were 
meeting mine as I looked up towards Him.  And as if 
that wasn’t enough, during the service, we sang 
“Salmo 23,” a beautiful song based on Psalm 23, that 
brought tears to my eyes. 

Sunday served as a loving reminder, that my 
“Lammie,” Jesus, the Lamb of God, has been with me 
every day of my life, and will always remain so.  For 
He has promised you and me; “Never will I leave you, 
never will I forsake you.” 9”  “I will be with you 
always even to the end of the age.” 10 

“For the Lamb in the center of the throne 
will be their shepherd.  ‘He will lead them to 
springs of living water,’ and ‘God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.’ ” 

Psalm 113:3 

  1  John 1:29, 36  
  2  John 10:28  
  3  Proverbs 18:24  

  4  Luke 15:4-7  
  5  Romans 10:9  
  6  John 3:16  

  7  John 16:33  
  8  Psalm 73:28  
  9  Hebrews 13:5  

10  Matthew 28:20  
 

 

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA 

Sunrise at Wachusett Reservoir in West Boylston, MA 

Sunset on the Mediterranean Sea 

in Caesarea, Israel 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223102
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223147
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223647
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223693
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223725
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223751
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223819
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223888
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223925
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=519223966
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor 

of" or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  

please fill out an envelope located in the back of the 

church or send an email request to 

altarflowers@yahoo.com or contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 54 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, May 18th and will support the 
Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  

Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am 

and students will return to the service around the time 

of announcements.  Please reach out with any questions 

to Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, May 12th 

Simon of Cyrene, 
Cross-Bearer 

 

A 
s Jesus was carrying his cross out of Jerusalem to the 
place of execution, a man named Simon of Cyrene 
was coming in (Matt 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26), 

and the soldiers compelled him to carry the cross of Jesus.  (The 
word Angareuo (Greek Gamma Gamma corresponds to English 
Ng as in "finger"), here used for "compel," is a technical one, 
perhaps better translated "impress", and referring to the legal right 
of a soldier to require a provincial to carry his gear one mile for 
him.  The word occurs in the New Testament only here and in 
Matthew 5:41.)  Mark calls him "the father of Alexander and 
Rufus" without further explanation, apparently taking it for 
granted that his readers would all know who Rufus and Alexander 
are.  The Christian writer Papias (died around 130) tells us that 
Mark originally wrote his Gospel for the Christian community in 
Rome.  This suggests that Alexander and Rufus were well known 
to, and probably part of, the Christian congregation in Rome.  
Very possibly their father Simon had himself become a Christian, 
though this must remain conjecture. 

The Mark of a Disciple 

M any people can be known by the uniforms they wear: Police, Nurses, Soldiers, 

Priests.  This grants them instant recognition, protection and willingness to serve.  

Jesus teaches that all of his followers must wear a uniform that is just as visible.  It is not 

made of cloth or brass.  It is a uniform of love.  We must be patient, merciful and tolerant, 

but not aggressive, opportunistic, or over-bearing.  People should be able to look at our 

concern for others and willingness to sacrifice ourselves and say "That must be a Christian, I 

can tell."  Other 

people can 

exercise all 

these qualities - 

and should - but 

our compassion 

has to be 

outstanding! 

 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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Greetings! 
 

O ne of my favorite places to visit is Williamstown, MA.  I 
often try to make it up there at least once a year, in the 

summer, so that I can walk around the campus of Williams College, 
stroll through the Clark Art Institute, and hike along one of the trails 
behind the museum where I can gaze out on some stunning views. 

So, imagine my surprise when I discovered that the text of our 
closing hymn this week, "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" was not 
written in some European setting (as I assumed) but was inspired by 
the grandeur of the Berkshires!  

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
Opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
Drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day. 

 

Henry van Dyke (1852-1933) was at Williams College serving as a guest preacher 
in 1907 when he wrote those words.  This Presbyterian minister was also a 
professor of English literature at Princeton University from 1899-1922.  
"Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" appeared in the third edition of his Book of 
Poems (1911).  C. Michael Hawn states that while the first stanza concentrates 
on the "metaphor of light" as "antithesis to darkness," the second stanza "paints 
a vivid picture of God manifest in the beauty of nature." 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee 
Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays 
Stars and angels sing around Thee 

center of unbroken praise 
Field and forest, vale and mountain 

Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea 
chanting bird and flowing fountain 

call us to rejoice in Thee 
 

The third stanza "extends to the human creation and the brotherhood of 
humanity.  Since God is the Father of humanity, Christ is our brother."  This also ties 
in nicely with this Sunday's Gospel reading from John 13: Jesus says, "I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 

Isaac Watts



 11 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving 
ever blessing, ever blest 

well-spring of the joy of living 
ocean-depth of happy rest 

Thou the Father, Christ our Brother— 
all who live in love are Thine 

Teach us how to love each other 
lift us to the Joy Divine 

 

While the third stanza is the last one in our hymnal, it is not the final stanza of 
the poem…or the hymn.  Other hymnals include all four stanzas which makes me 
curious as to why the editors of the 1982 Hymnal decided to leave it out.  At any 
rate, here it is: 

Mortals join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began 
Father-love is reigning o'er us 

brother-love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward 

victors in the midst of strife 
joyful music lifts us sunward 
in the triumph song of life 

 

Van Dyke's text pairs beautifully with the famous "Ode to Joy" theme from the 
final movement of Ludwig van Beethoven's Ninth Symphony (1822-24).  Beethoven's 
wrote his famous melody to accompany words by the late 18th century German poet, 
Friedrich Schiller.  These words are sung by soloists and chorus in the remarkable 
finale of this even more remarkable symphony.  Here's just 
a small sampling of Schiller's words: 

Joy, beautiful spark of divinity, 
Daughter from Elysium, 

We enter, burning with fervor, 
heavenly being, your sanctuary! 

Your magic brings together 
what custom has sternly divided. 
All men shall become brothers, 

wherever your gentle wings hover.  
 

It is said that when Van Dyke wrote the words, he specifically had Beethoven's 
melody in mind and I don't think his words have ever been sung to anything 
different.  Because "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" has been described as one of the 
most joyful hymns ever, I give you not one, but two ways to listen!  One video 
features the entire audience at Royal Albert Hall in London singing along to 
orchestral accompaniment.  Wow!  The other video is from 
the movie Sister Act 2.  Talk about exuberant joy!  While we 
won't be shedding our robes this Sunday, I just may need 
to start working on some choreography with the choir! 

 

Peace and blessings and joy, Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMY3ivdNzwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMY3ivdNzwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaEH1e_DLm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaEH1e_DLm0
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Israel - Walking in Jesus’ Footsteps 

†  Inside an Eastern Church   
 

F 
or Western Christians 
unfamiliar with the rich 
church decoration and 

elaborate worship of the Eastern Church, 
a visit to the Melkite Church of the 
Annunciation in the Old City of 
Jerusalem offers a useful introduction. 

This unobtrusive building - not to be 
confused with the towering Church of 
the Annunciation in Nazareth - is the 
patriarchate church of Jerusalem’s Greek 
Catholics. 

Usually overlooked by both 
mapmakers and pilgrims, it is tucked 
into the patriarchate property in the 
Christian Quarter.  (Entering the Old 
City through the Jaffa Gate, take the 
third street on the left - Greek Catholic 
Patriarchate Road - and the patriarchate 
is about 50 yards on the right.  Descend the stairs to the left of the reception desk and the 
church door is on your left). 

 The separate existence of the Greek Catholic Church dates from 1724, when a split 
occurred in the ancient Greek Orthodox patriarchate of Antioch and a small group 
chose communion with Rome rather than Constantinople. 
Now numbering 1.6 million worldwide, the Greek Catholics form the second largest 
Christian church in the Holy Land (after the Greek Orthodox).  An Arab church, it has 
big numbers in the Galilee and a small community in Jerusalem. 
Melkite, meaning “royalist,” was originally an uncomplimentary term applied to 
Eastern Christians who accepted the authority of the 451 Council of Chalcedon and the 
Byzantine Emperor.  The term is no longer used by the Eastern Orthodox. 

Frescoes in ‘Symphony of Color’ 
The Church of the Annunciation, built in 1848, is arguably 

the most representative Byzantine church in Jerusalem. 
From the dome down to pew-height, its interior is richly 

adorned with frescoes in vibrant colors.  As writer George 
Martin puts it, the church “seems alive with prayer even when 
silent.  The vaults and walls . . . are covered in a symphony of 
color.” 

The frescoes, which simulate the stylized motifs of 
Byzantine icons, were added during renovations in 1974-75.  
The artists were two brothers from Romania, Michael and 
Gabriel Moroshan. 

In Orthodox tradition, the frescoes follow a clear 
theological plan.  At the top, in the dome, is Christ the 
Pantokrator, the Ruler of All.  Depicted below him, around the 
dome, are the central act of worship, the Divine Liturgy; the 

(Continued on page 13) 

 

Road sign near 

Melkite Church of 

the Annunciation, 

Jerusalem  

Bright frescoes and gilded iconostasis in Melkite 

Church of the Annunciation, Jerusalem  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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Birth of Jesus, in 

Melkite Church of 

the Annunciation, 

Jerusalem  

Twelve Apostles; and major prophets and other figures of the Old 
Testament. 

From there, clockwise around the church, the entire life of Christ - 
from the Annunciation to the Resurrection - is illustrated with 
profound symbolism.  Below is a layer depicting saints, to remind 
worshippers that these holy people are present during worship. 

“Here Christ is shown standing on the shattered gates of hell in the 
form of a cross bridging the mouth of hell.  He is resurrecting out of 
the sarcophagus Adam and Eve, symbolic of mankind.  Eve is dressed 
in red, just as Mary was, showing that the first Eve, who sinned, is 
replaced by the second one who gave birth to Christ who overcomes 
sin and raises us to life. 

“The second icon therefore completes the scene of the Nativity and 
explains it theologically.  Make the connection from manger to coffin, 
from swaddling clothes to shroud, from cave to tomb and from birth to 
death and the new birth of Resurrection.” 

Suggestion of Final Glory 
Powerful symbolism continues around the church.  Below the icons of saints, down at 

pew level, the artists have painted drawn curtains.  The suggestion is that, on the last day, 
the curtains will be pulled back and worshippers will see their own faces glorified. 

Across the front of the church, the iconostasis separates the nave from the sanctuary.  
This screen is richly embellished with gilded icons, Christ depicted on the right of the 
central doors and the Virgin Mary with the Christ child depicted on the left. 

The central doors, known as the Royal Doors, open out to the congregation three times 
during the liturgy: When Christ comes in the form of the Gospel and a deacon stands in front 
of the doors to read the text; when the unconsecrated gifts of bread and wine are taken to the 
altar; and at Communion time when the priest brings out the Eucharist to distribute it to the 
congregation. 

To quote Hilliard and Bailey: “The opening of the Royal Doors is therefore seen to be 
symbolic of how God erupts into human 
history - through his Word and his Sacrament.” 
 As worshippers leave the church, a fresco 
of the dormition of the Virgin Mary reminds 
them that they are going back into the world 
where, inevitably, they will die.  Mary’s death 
is presented as a model for their own deaths as 
her soul, in the form of a small baby, is being 
taken to heaven by Christ. 
Byzantine Liturgy and Orthodox Traditions 

Retained 
 While the Melkites have adopted some 
Roman Catholic practices, they have 
essentially retained the Byzantine liturgy and 
many other Orthodox traditions.  Arabic is the 

main language of worship. 
Like the Orthodox clergy, Melkite priests may marry before their ordination. 
Melkites make the Sign of the Cross in the same way as the Orthodox - forehead to 

chest, then from right to left, with the thumb, index and middle fingers joined in honor of the 
Trinity.  The other two fingers are pressed to the palm, in honor of Christ’s two natures, 
divine and human, in one Person. 

Veneration of icons is a common Byzantine practice, respect being paid not to the 
painting itself but to the person it represents.  Some icons are believed to be the means of 
obtaining miracles, and people pray in front of them for healing or other assistance. 

For a sense of the colorful mosaic of Eastern Christian traditions, a small museum in the 
hallway near the entrance to the church has exhibits of dress, vestments, liturgical items and 
photos from all of the Oriental churches present in Jerusalem. 

(Continued from page 12) 

Royal Doors in iconostasis of Melkite Church  

Melkite Church of the Annunciation 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Let the Little Children Come to Me  
Carl Christian Vogel von Vogelstein (1788-1868 ) 

Oil on canvas, painted in 1805, 
 

E 
ven though Christ 
in Sunday’s gospel 
gives us the 

commandment to love another, 
the gentle words "My little 
children" Christ uses stands 
out.  He addresses his disciples 
with those three powerful 
words "my little children," 
showing a great tenderness of 
Our Lord.  This expression of 
loving affection, probably 
springs from the thought that 
he knew his disciples would 
soon be orphaned, after He 
would depart from them.  They 
would have to continue 
Christ's earthly ministry soon 
just by themselves.  St. John 
who wrote our gospel reading 
this Sunday appears never to 
have forgotten these words. 

Vogel von Vogelstein was 
a German painter who moved 
to St. Petersburg when he was 
20 years old and at the age of 
25 he moved to Rome.  So 
these three big influences 
(German, Russian, Italian) 
make him a very interesting 
painter who is hard to 
categorize.  Also stylistically 
he tried to run a middle ground between the classicizing and romanticizing schools then 
prevailing in Rome.  We see Jesus with outstretched arms not only blessing the children, but 
also protecting them.  All five children closest to Christ are depicted in various poses of 
prayer: folded hands, kneeling, head in arms.  The little boy being brought forward in the 
background, shows Christ is happy to put his loving arms around anyone who is willing to 
walk up to Him and with Him, with fatherly affection for us all. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I give you a new commandment: love one another.  As I have loved you, so you also 

should love one another.”                                                                                       John 13:34 

 

I t is easy to love someone when they love 

us back.  But it takes courage for us to 

love someone when we feel unappreciated, 

used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter.  It 

takes courage to “love my neighbor” when he 

may be someone I don’t like, someone I don’t 

know or someone who doesn’t look like me. 
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†  “God, and Eternity, and Heaven 
were very near to me today.” 

 

I 
n his sermon last Sunday, Fr. Joe relayed a 

fascinating story about Abraham Lincoln and a quote 

of his.  We researched the event and provide the 

excerpt  below and a link to a much more comprehensive 

article about Lincoln, his faith, politics and his relationship 

with pastors. 

Springfield printer Gilbert J. Greene recalled 

accompanying Mr. Lincoln in the late 1850s into the country 

to help a dying woman write her will.  Greene remarked on 

the sympathy and compassion and religious comfort Mr. 

Lincoln brought the woman - including reading the 23rd Psalm 

and a portion of the Gospel of John to her.  He concluded 

with a recitation of the words of “Rock of Ages.”  Greene 

said that “While Lincoln was reciting the last stanza a look of 

peace and resignation lit up the countenance of the dying 

woman.  In a few minutes more she passed away.”  On the 

somber way back to Springfield, Greene said: “Mr. Lincoln, I 

have been thinking that is very extraordinary that you should so perfectly have acted as 

pastor as well as attorney.”  Mr. Lincoln paused and replied: “God, and Eternity, and 

Heaven were very near to me to-day.”1  Mr. Lincoln and the preachers of his acquaintance 

spoke a common language – the language of the Scriptures.  It did not make their 

relationships easy. 

For more click HERE. 

†  Nothing Old 
 

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  (Revelation 21:5) 
 

G lory be to His name!  All things need making new, for they are sadly battered and 
worn by sin.  It is time that the old vesture was rolled up and laid aside, and that 

creation put on her Sunday suit.  But no one else can make all things new except the 
Lord who made them at the first; for it needs as much power to make out of evil as to 
make out of nothing.  Our Lord Jesus has undertaken the task, and He is fully 
competent for the performance of it.  Already he has commenced His labor, and for 
centuries He has persevered in making new the hearts of men and the order of 
society.  By and by He will make new the whole constitution of human 
government, and human nature shall be changed by His grace; and there shall 
come a day when the body shall be made new and raised like unto His glorious 
body. 

What a joy to belong to a kingdom in which everything is being made 
new by the power of its King!  We are not dying out: we are hastening on to a 
more glorious life.  Despite the opposition of the powers of evil, our glorious Lord 
Jesus is accomplishing His purpose and making us, and all things about us, "new" and as 
full of beauty as when they first came from the hand of the Lord. 

 

 

[Jesus speaks] "By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you _____ ____ ________." 

John 13:35 NIV  

http://www.mrlincolnandfriends.org/the-preachers/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+13:35&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.   
The Bouyei of China 

 

W 
hat does it mean to be Bouyei?  This May, believers from around the world are 
again praying for the Bouyei people, an unreached minority group in China 
and Vietnam.  With the growth of nationalism and mandated Mandarin 

education in China, Bouyei identity is slowly evolving, creating both challenges and 
opportunities for the gospel.  Among the now 3.65 million Bouyei people, one person dies 

every 27 minutes without ever having the chance to hear the 
Good News.  Bouyei people are much more connected to the 
outside world than they used to be, especially through avenues 
like social media.  Official regulation of online religious content 
has been increasing.  Pray that technology and social media could 
be platforms for more Bouyei people to be exposed to gospel 
resources.  Bouyei people are as in need of hearing the gospel as 
ever.  But the good news is that there are more Christians among 
them and more people reaching out to them today than ever 
before.  While a rapid and widespread movement has yet to 
develop, we see God’s kingdom coming and are privileged to 
“pray it forward” for the transformation of the Bouyei people.  
We want to pray that God will work his good will to bring about 
a church-planting movement in a people already experiencing 
massive social and economic changes. 

J esus gives us a new commandment - 
“Love one another.  Just as I have loved you, 

you should also love one another … everyone will 
know you are my disciples if you love one another.”  

How better can we affirm that we are stewards 
and disciples than by loving god in return, and 
by using our gratitude and generosity to serve 
the needs of others? 

 

"By believing against all odds and loving against all odds,  

that is how we are to let Jesus show in the world and to transform the world."  

Which apostle was criticized by his peers with the words: "You 

went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them?" 

Acts 11:1-3 NIV  

The Bouyei of China 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+11:1-3&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center 
 

H 
opeline is one of the Ministries supported by the St. Paul’s Mission Program.  
Hopeline is a Christian based program that provides counseling and support to 
women during unplanned pregnancies.  Early testing and limited ultrasound 

services are provided by trained professionals.  Through counseling Hopeline prepares 
women to make an informed choice regarding their pregnancy. 

Hopeline is there to support the expectant Mom and her baby through the pregnancy and 
beyond,  providing material assistance for clothing, diapers, and many of the other items 
newborns require. 

For years St. Paul’s has provided financial support through the Change for Change Baby 
Bottle Campaign.  Baby Bottles were distributed to parishioners and they were asked to fill 
the bottle with change, bills, or a check.  There has always been a very generous response 
from the St. Paul’s family. 

 There was no Baby Bottle Campaign in 
2020 & 2021 because of the pandemic.   

Bottle Free Baby Bottle 

Campaign 

A gain this year there will be a 

BOTTLE FREE Baby Bottle 

Campaign.  Between Mothers' Day, May 

8th and Fathers' Day June 19th, we are 

asking that you consider making a 

donation to Hopeline by writing a check 

to St. Paul’s , noting Hopeline in the 

memo line. 

“Everyone will recognize you 
as my followers - if you love each 
other.”  How does the world 
recognize us as the followers 
of Jesus today?  - where we 
work?  - where 
we play?  - 
wherever we happen 
to be? 

Today is the birthday of Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern nursing.  She was 
born in 1820 to a wealthy English family, and as a young woman, she wrote to a friend: 

“God called me in the morning and asked me would I do good for him alone without 
reputation.”  She visited a Lutheran religious community in Germany, and after observing 
the deaconesses care for the sick and destitute, she stayed for four months of medical 
training.  During the Crimean War, Nightingale and her team reduced a British military 
hospital’s death rate from 42 percent to 2 percent, mostly by introducing sanitary reforms.  
Insisting that patients require personal care, she roamed the hallways at night with a 
lantern, speaking with the wounded and eventually becoming known as the “Lady with the 
Lamp.”  Her mathematical skill was equally illuminating: she was an excellent statistician, 
and created groundbreaking diagrams to help explain the spread of contagious disease. 
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†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 
pm on Zoom.  Looking ahead to the next weeks, we have planned a walk with the 

disciples from Easter through Ascension and Pentecost.  What were Jesus and the disciples 
doing during those 50 days when Jesus was sometimes with 
them?  We will look at passages from the end of the gospels and 
the beginning of Acts.  Is there a family member or friend you 
would like to invite to join us?  You are welcome here.  

 To receive the weekly email with the zoom link, send Carol 

an email at cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

To join the Zoom Meeting use the following link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/4245653965?

 

 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk


20  

 



 21 

 

https://www.campwashington.org/
https://www.campwashington.org/
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Jul 5, 2019 

B 
ecky Lapp & Tim Tilford celebrate today.  Heidi 

Duckett, Ryan Friedly & Dolly Pinto are a year older 

& wiser on Friday.  Bake a cake for Juliet Barbieri on 

Saturday.  Pam Koniecki & Jack Powell open presents on 

Sunday.  Allison Mayne & Mason Sampson blow out candles 

on Monday.  Throw a virtual party for Fr. Bill Loring on 

Tuesday.  Sing “Happy Birthday to Alex Rom on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

"G od, Eternity and Heaven.”  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Making All Things New 
 

 Acts 11:1-18 

I n this reading from the story of the early church, followers of Jesus living in 
Judea and Jerusalem are astonished to learn of the conversion of Gentiles as 

Peter tells them of his heavenly vision and how the Holy Spirit fell upon the new 
believers.  The vision helped Peter understand that the observance of food laws and 
the like was not essential for discipleship. 
 Psalm 148 

The whole of creation and all peoples join together in praise of the 
Lord. 
 Revelation 21:1-6 

In this lesson John the Seer has a vision of the renewal of all 
creation and of the new Jerusalem as the city in which God will abide 
with redeemed humanity.  The old order has passed away and death is 
no more, neither pain nor the causes of distress and sadness.  Christ in 
victory, the Alpha and the Omega, promises living water to any who 
thirst. 
 John 13:31-35 

In our gospel lesson Jesus speaks to his disciples on the night that 
he is to be betrayed and handed over to death.  Yet his dying as the Son of Man will 
also be the way that God is glorified - both because of Jesus’ sacrifice on behalf of 
others and because of his resurrection and victory over the power of death.  Jesus’ 
disciples will now be known by their following of his new commandment - that they 
love one another with the same sacrificial love he has shown them. 

 

John 13:31-35 
There are at least two 

challenges in Jesus' 

commandment, "Love one 

another as I have loved you."  

One is to deeply and 

correctly discern how Jesus 

loves.  And the other is to let 

the "you" be "me." - "I love 

you as Jesus loves me."  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Gathered together in the name and power of our risen Lord, through 

whom the glory of God is revealed, let us offer our prayers to almighty God, as we pray 
for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....The Special Election Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut to elect the next bishop 
diocesan, meeting May 21, 2022, in Hartford, CT. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains; 
healing prayer groups, and parish and community 
bible studies. 
.....Sue Balla, Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Betty 
Hofbauer, Denise, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, 
Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, 
Clare Lyon, Robert, Eve, Roger, Barbara, Alex, Peter, Cynthia, Barbara Castronova, 
Larry Coleman and Bob Picheco continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis; the 
people of Grenada; the bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Limerick & Killaloe - The 
Church of Ireland (Dublin Province); and our sister and brother members of the Methodist 
Church in India. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know 

Jesus Christ. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the 
recipient of our food basket collections for 

the month of May. 
......Mountain Church of God, Brookfield, a 
church partner of the Jericho Partnership. 

.....That we have the courage to love 
someone that we don’t like, 

that we don’t know or 
doesn’t look like us. 
.....Church Musicians and 

Artists. 
.....that we have faith and trust in God 

and his timing . 

 
 

 

 

Christian Songs & Love 

“You know eating 
cake is probably one 
of the most Christian 
thing you can do!”  

 
Watch this video and 

find out why. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenada
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/methodist-church-in-india
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/methodist-church-in-india
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/17.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/17.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95Tn_1xFLK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95Tn_1xFLK8
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker, 
Steve Hemming, Tim Huber, Patrick 

O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donerail
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

