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† Responding to the
Spirit's Direction

(203) 775-9587

“Blessed
are those
who are
invited to
the
marriage
supper of
the Lamb”

† Discerning the Spirit's Leading

"Come over to Macedonia
and help us" (Acts 16:9).
Dear Friends,
ur reading from The Acts of the Apostles assigned for
Sunday gives us a window into how the Holy Spirit directs
us toward service. The context is the Apostle Paul visiting
some of the churches he had planted, and suddenly the Holy Spirit
prevents Paul from going further north. He tries another way, but the
Holy Spirit prevents him again. Finally, in a vision, Paul hears a cry of
those in need, calling him to go west to Macedonia. This is new
ground, and Paul responds to the Spirit's direction, bringing the Gospel
to a new community.
How do we know where to go next in serving the Lord? We discern
the Spirit's leading together in community, listening for the cry of those
in need. And by the grace of God, we respond by bringing the Gospel
we have been entrusted with to that cry, even suddenly pivoting at
times.
Recently, we have responded to the cry of those in Southeast Asia
through supporting a missionary. This adds to the other forms of help
we are already offering to those in need through our Mission
Committee, our food drive, and countless other ways we show God's
love. And as individuals, we have opportunities each day to come
alongside another and offer help through the light of the Gospel.
Our call to mission begins with prayer. Together, we listen to the
voice of the Lord. As Psalm 95:7-8 commends to us: "Today, if you
hear his voice, do not harden your hearts." And as we hear the
cry of another, may we step forth in faith with the
compassion of Christ. As God continues to
expand our territory, together we serve,
together we love, all to the glory of
God.
Faithfully,

O
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† Friendship Connection
You are cordially invited to make new friends! Whether you enjoy a
phone chat, exchanging email or meeting for coffee, St. Paul's Friendship
Connection would like to help.
This is a great way to get to know other
parishioners. Maybe you will get to know
someone from the other service, or send some
cheer to a home-bound or zoom parishioner.
Please fill out a slip, take a slip, and look forward to making a new friend!

† Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity

O

ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with healing prayer has
been growing consistently since we’ve been able to meet in person with relaxed
Covid protocols. With live music and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what
you need to sutain you through the week. Come join us and check it out or watch on
YouTube Live.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, May 19 - 8:00 am
9:30 am
Sat, May 21 - 7:30 am
8:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

-

PraiseBarre (Zoom)
Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
Bishop Electing Convention, Hartford, CT
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall (Zoom)
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Adult Class, Guild Room
Sunday School, Classrooms
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Holy Eucharist & Healing (YouTube Live)
Alpha Course

-

PraiseBarre (Zoom)
Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room
PraiseKicks (Zoom)

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Adult Class, Guild Room
Sunday School, Classrooms
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Memorial Day Outreach

Sun, May 22
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
Mon, May 23 - 7:00 pm
Tue, May 24 - 8:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
Wed, May 25 -10:00 am
6:30 pm
Thu, May 26
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
7:30 pm
Sat, May 28 - 7:30 am
8:00 am
10:00 am
Sun, May 29
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
1:00 pm

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† Everyone, Everything, and One Christ
Acts 16:9-15 • Psalm 67 • Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 • John 5:1-9

“F

or you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you
out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured possession. It was
not because you were more numerous than any other people that the Lord set his heart on
you and chose you - for you were the fewest of all peoples. It was because the Lord loved
you and kept the oath that he swore to your ancestors, that the Lord has brought you out with
a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king
of Egypt” (Deut. 7:6-8).
We, who are the chosen witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, may speak in
similar words. We are God’s chosen people, his treasured possession, his beloved children,
who through the victory of Christ have been delivered from the house of slavery, that is, sin
and death.
The Jewish people are an elect nation, the disciples of Christ an elect people, and all
peoples of the earth are, in some sense, global partners in God’s universal call. As St. Peter
says, “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him” (Acts 10:34-35). Indeed, from a Christian
perspective, all people and all creation are the raw material of a growing and living Church.
This is not a matter of absorbing and dissolving differences into one dominant and
domineering Church. Rather, all people with their varied gifts and all creation in its
manifold and rich variety are the living stones from which the new creation is built up and
enriched.
In Christ, God is calling and reaching out to every family, language, people, and nation.
“Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. Let the nations be glad
and sing for joy, for you judge the people with equity and guide all the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. The earth has yielded its
increase; God, our God, has blessed us” (Ps. 67:3-6).
We can learn from heaven and recall that the Church is a foretaste of a heavenly home.
In his great revelation, St. John says, “And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high
mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God. I saw no temple in the city, for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. Its
gates will never be shut by day - and there
will be no night there. People will bring into
it the glory and the honor of the
nations” (Rev. 21:10, 22-26).
The kings of the nations and all people
bring their splendor, gifts, and wealth into
the holy city, not as payment for entrance but
as an acknowledgment that every blessing
comes from above. This diverse multitude
of saints walks amid divine light, drinks
from the water of life, eats from the tree of
life and draws healing from its leaves. What
is this vision but a return to Eden and an ideal vision of a truly catholic Church in all its
staggering diversity?
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven!
Look It Up: Isaiah 60:3
Think About It: Christ is the true light to which all nations are drawn.
- from The Living Church, 2022
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† Watch Party

T

by Bill Schrull

here was not much to report about Saturday as we took the day off and rested in
the hostel at the DWT compound. We did have dinner that evening with Andrea
Young. She is a German missionary who has been here in Kasulu for many
years, so we have gotten to know her well. It’s always a pleasure to visit with her and
compare notes on what’s been happening in the diocese since we’ve been gone, and to bring
her up to date on our family and friends at St. Paul’s.
Sunday, we worshipped at St. Andrew’s Cathedral in Kasulu. It was an early morning as
worship starts at 6:30 am and we need to be there early to get
setup to sing during the service. We did just that, leading the
congregation in the song “Forever Reigns,”
like we did at Murusi church last week.
Again, we sang the bridge verse in Swahili.
The original verse in English is “My heart
will sing no other name, Jesus.” Since
Swahili words and grammar tend to have
more syllables than English, we change the
words to “Moyo wangu utaimba, Jesu” which translates at “My heart
sings Jesus.” The main thing is that the rhythm of the words match the
music.
Later in the early evening, we went to Bishop Bwatta’s home to have
a viewing party of the St. Paul’s Live 10:30 service. Since we are seven
hours ahead in time zones, it was 5:30 pm our time. It was great being
able to join in with the
worship at St. Paul’s from such a long
distance and a remote place in Tanzania.
The best part was when our Rector, Fr. Joe
did a shout out to us during the
announcement time and had the
congregation turn around and wave to the
camera. Bishop Bwatta really enjoyed that
gesture. My thanks again to all in
Brookfield for making this happen.
That’s it for now. Check back in a couple
of days. Blessings to you all! (Click
HERE for more of Bill & Cathy’s blog.
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We are open for in-person services!
at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion!
MASKS Optional

Welcome
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Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated.
For those who are comfortable with it, Communion
will be distributed at the altar rail.
Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a
vestry member or an usher.

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Thursday, May 19th

Dunstan of Canterbury
Monk & Archbishop, 988

I

n the ninth century, under King Alfred the Great, England had achieved considerable
military, political, cultural, and even some ecclesiastical recovery from the Viking
invasions. It was not until the following century that there was a revival of
monasticism. In that, the leading figure was Dunstan.
Dunstan was born about 909 into a family with
royal connections. He became a monk and, in 943, was
made Abbot of Glastonbury. During a year-long
political exile in Flanders, he encountered the vigorous
currents of the Benedictine monastic revival. King
Edgar recalled Dunstan to England in 957, appointed
him Bishop of Worcester, then of London; and, in 960,
named him Archbishop of Canterbury. Together with
his former pupils, Bishops Aethelwold of Winchester
and Oswald of Worcester (later of York), Dunstan was
a leader of the English Church. All three have been
described as “contemplatives in action” - bringing the
fruits of their monastic prayer life to the immediate
concerns of Church and State. They sought better
education and discipline among the clergy, the end of
landed family interest in the Church, the restoration of
former monasteries and the establishment of new ones,
a revival of monastic life for women, and a more
elaborate and carefully ordered liturgical worship.
This reform movement was set forth in the
“Monastic Agreement,” a common code for English monasteries drawn up by Aethelwold
about 970, primarily under the inspiration of Dunstan. It called for continual intercession for
the royal house, and emphasized the close tie between the monasteries and the crown. This
close alliance of Church and State, sacramentalized in the anointing of the King, was
expressed liturgically in the earliest English coronation ceremony of which a full text
survives, compiled for King Edgar by Dunstan and his associates.
The long-term effects of this tenth-century reform resulted in the retention of two
peculiarly English institutions: the “monastic cathedral,” and the Celtic pattern of “monkbishops.”
Dunstan is reputed to have been an expert craftsman. His name is especially associated
with the working of metals and the casting of bells, and he was regarded as the patron saint
of those crafts.
He died at Canterbury in 988.

Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.
Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am
and students will return to the service around the time
of announcements. Please reach out with any questions
to Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com.
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by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster

Greetings!
May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light of his countenance and come to
us.

Those are the opening words of Psalm 67 that we will say/sing this Sunday.
Because the psalms themselves are songs, it is no wonder that they have inspired a
large number of hymn texts and other musical settings. Our Gospel response, "God
of Mercy, God of Grace" is one such hymn:
God of mercy, God of grace,
Show the brightness of thy face.
Shine upon us, Savior, shine,
Fill thy Church with light divine,
And thy saving health extend
Unto earth’s remotest end.
Let thy people praise thee, Lord;
Be by all that live adored.
Let the nations shout and sing
Glory to their Savior King;
Let all be, below, above,
One in joy, and light, and love.
The text of this hymn was written by Henry
Francis Lyte (1793-1847). This Scotsman
found religion while studying at Trinity College
in Dublin, Ireland, becoming ordained in the
Anglican Church in 1815. As a note of pure coincidence, Lyte is also the author of
"Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven," our opening hymn from last Sunday! At any
rate, what drew me to Psalm 67, and this hymn, was that image of light emanating
from God's face. The Bible is flooded with depictions of light, and this week's Epistle
reading from Revelations is no exception. Consider the following passage that
describes the holy city of Jerusalem:
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be
shut by day--and there will be no night there.
At the close of our service, we will sing "I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,"
which, I believe, offers a suitable reflection of the Revelations passage.
In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

Choir Notes

Also from the Revelations reading:
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.
Does that passage remind you of any particular hymn? We'll be singing that one
as well on Sunday!
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?
This week, rather than providing a video of one of the hymns mentioned above, I
wanted to share with you one of my favorite settings of Psalm 67, "God be Merciful
Unto Us." This beautiful setting was
composed by Paul Halley and
performed by members of Chorus
Angelicus. Paul Halley was a former
organist and choirmaster of St. John
the Divine in NYC, a member of the
Paul Winter Consort, and founder of
Joyful Noise, Inc., "designed to teach
children proper vocal technique, music
theory, and musicianship." Chorus
Angelicus is one of the choral groups
he led while serving as music director
of Trinity Episcopal Church in
Torrington, CT. By far, this group is one of the best children's choirs I've had the
pleasure to hear, and perform with (as a member of
the orchestra) under Halley's direction for a couple of
summers at Tanglewood. Halley has since moved on
to Halifax, Nova Scotia but Chorus Angelicus, and
its adult counterpart Gaudeamus, are still very much
active under new direction. This piece, and the
album from which it comes (Untraveled Worlds…a
must listen, by the way), were recorded entirely at
locations in NW Connecticut.
"May God give us his blessing, and may all the
ends of the earth stand in awe of him."
--Psalm 67: 7
Peace and blessings,
Kirsten

W

hy was there no sun or moon
for light necessary in the New
Jerusalem?
Revelation 21:23-24 NIV
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our
community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm. We
have now held 55 food drives since April 22, 2020! Last time our trucks delivered to the
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry.
Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, June 1st and will support the
Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury.
Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries.

I

f you would like to request Altar flowers for a
particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor of"
or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one, please
fill out an envelope located in the back of the church or
send an email request to altarflowers@yahoo.com or
contact Doug Melody.
10
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† Fathers’ Day Memorials

ather's Day is June 16. Anyone wishing to have flowers on
the altar in loving memory of a father, please make your
check payable to Saint Paul's Church with the name or names of
those to be remembered written on the memo line. All memorials
are due June 12th. Please fill out an envelope located in the back
of the church or send an email request to altarflowers@yahoo.com
or contact Doug Melody. All the gentlemen worshiping with us
on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.

† The Color Purple 

T

his Sunday’s lesson from Acts 16 speaks of Lydia, a dealer
in purple cloth. On a recent trip to Israel we visited
Nazareth Village, a recreation of life and farming in a Galilean
village as it was 2,000 years ago in the time of Jesus. During our
visit, we had the opportunity to see a demonstration by a village
woman weaving sheep wool for yarn. She explained about the
process of coloring the yarn by natural products and the color purple
was mentioned triggering interest in its’ importance and its’ source.
The color is derived from the purple fish, a species of shell fish
or mussel and its’ species was relatively rare making the purple dye
quite valuable and Lydia, to whom Paul preached, was a seller of
purple or fabric dyed in purple.
On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river,
where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from
the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.
The color purple is associated with royalty and status. It was found in the
materials used for construction of the Tabernacle and Temple. In the Bible
purple also speaks of corruption and the corrupting influence of riches. Jesus
was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of His claim to be
the promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David.
Lydia of Thyatira is regarded as the first documented convert to
Christianity in Europe and several Christian denominations have designated
her a saint.

Related Symbols

The curtains in the Tabernacle had purple thread used in their construction. In this context the
purple represents the royalty and Kingship of God. The curtain itself symbolizes the separation of man
from the most Holy things associated with God. "...the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains."
2 Samuel 7:2
Purple is also associated with riches and finery, for example in the
parable that Jesus told of a rich man: "There was a certain rich man who
was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day."
Luke 16:19
Purple speaks of the corruption and corrupting influence of riches.
"The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication." Rev 17:4
Jesus was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of
His claim to be the promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David.
"And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns,
put it on His head, ...And when they had mocked Him, they took the
purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him." Mark 15:17&20
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Israel - Walking in Jesus’ Footsteps

A

Close-up of Pools of
Bethesda in the
Model of Ancient
Jerusalem at the
Israeli Museum.

† Pools of Bethesda 

rchaeology has enabled a pool at Bethesda in Jerusalem to be identified as the
scene of one of Jesus’ miracles. As we will hear in this Sunday’s gospel, this
was the healing of the paralyzed
man who had waited for 38 years for someone
to help him into the pool “when the water is
stirred” - an event believed to have curative
powers.
The Gospel account says Jesus told the
man, “Stand up, take your mat and walk”, and
immediately he was made well (John 5:2-18).
The location of the Pools of Bethesda actually a series of reservoirs and medicinal
pools - is in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem’s
Old City, north of the Temple Mount and about
50 yards inside St Stephen’s or Lions’ Gate.
At that time, the gate was called the Sheep
Gate, because this was where sheep were
brought to the Temple for sacrifice.
According to an ancient tradition, Bethesda
is also where Jesus’ maternal grandparents,
Anne and Joachim, lived - and where his
mother Mary was born. The Church of St
Anne, built around 1140, stands nearby.
The compound containing the pools and the
church is owned by the French government and
administered by the White Fathers. It also
Bethesda pool, showing support structure that
contains a museum and a Greek-Catholic
suspended the Byzantine basilica over the pools.
(Melkite) seminary.
Evidence of Pagan Healing Sanctuary
In his Gospel account, John describes the pool
as having five porticoes, in which lay many
invalids - blind, lame and paralyzed.
Because no such pool had been discovered, the
historicity of the site was long called into question.
Some claimed that John had invented the detail of
the five porticoes to represent the five books of
Moses, which Jesus had come to fulfil.
In the 1900s, however, archaeologists at
Bethesda unearthed two large water reservoirs
separated by a broad rock dike. They were
rectangular in shape, with four colonnaded porticos
around the sides and one across the central dike.
The purpose of the reservoirs was to collect
rainwater, principally for Temple use.
Associated pools and baths at Bethesda (which
means house of mercy) were apparently believed to
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Pools of Bethesda

have healing powers. Evidence of a pagan healing sanctuary has
been found east of the pools, including marble representations of
healed organs, such as feet and ears.
Early Church Was Built Over Pool
The Byzantine empress Eudocia had an enormous basilica
constructed over the Pools of Bethesda in the 5th century. The
church was called “Mary where she was born.”
Its central aisle covered the central rock wall, the side aisles
extended above the two basins and the front part covered the site
of the ancient healing sanctuary.
The basilica was destroyed by the Persians in 614 and its
masonry ended up in the pool.
The Crusaders built a small chapel, the Church of the
Paralytic, over part of the ruined basilica. The façade, main
entrance and apse of the Crusader chapel can be seen standing
high over the pools,
giving a clear example
Remains of a pagan temple, Byzantine
of the practice of
basilica and Crusader chapel Bethesda
building one church
over another.
It should be noted that the pool that can be seen today is the
corner of the southern pool. You will also note that it is
significantly below the level of the city today. That is because
Jerusalem is really a large tel. A tel is something that develops
and grows in height as one civilization builds upon another.
Therefore, since the time of Christ, the city has been destroyed

and rebuilt
many times.
That is why
the pool is
below the
surface of
the city
today.
In around
700 BC,
during the
time of King
Hezekiah,
there was a
large cistern
built here to
capture
water from
the area for
the use of

purification and animal preparations of the temple.
Later, in around 200 BC, another pool was built beside the first one. The first pool
would become known as the Southern Pool and the second one as the Northern Pool.
In Scripture:
Jesus heals a sick man: John 5:2-18

Why won't the gates of the New Jerusalem ever be shut?
Revelation 21:23-25 NIV
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Christ Healing the Sick at Bethesda,

Carl Heinrich Bloch (1834-1890)
Oil on canvas, painted in 1883,
© Brigham Young University Museum of Art

D

o you want to be well again? This week's painting by Carl Heinrich Bloch
shows Christ as the healer, the comforter and the One reaching out. He is seen
gently lifting a blanket to reveal the sick man who was hiding from the crowds.
He had been ill for thirty-eight years. The painting is capturing the moment where Jesus
speaks the words in our Gospel today: 'Do you want to be well again?' Of all the paralyzed,
sick, blind, lame people who were there, Jesus picked the one lonely man to heal. The
painting captures particularly well that our man was cut off from the surroundings and
lonely. His helplessness drew Jesus to him.
But to be healed, the man had to answer the question that Jesus put to him: 'Do you want
to be well again?' Jesus didn't impose His own wishes on the man. No, the man was free to
choose. We all have to answer that question too. Jesus is asking us this question every day.
Especially during these
troubled times we all may
feel at times that we are
paralyzed, not able to walk
well spiritually. We are
invited every day to
respond to Jesus' question
to us.
The beauty of Sunday's
gospel reading lies in
Jesus' response to the man
who expressed the wish to
be healed. Jesus says: 'Get
up, pick up your sleepingmat and walk'. To the sick
man that all sounded
impossible. Jesus asked
the impossible, or what the
man perceived to be
impossible: for thirty-eight
years he had been unable
to get up; he had been
unable to pick up a
sleeping mat or walk…
But by his responding
positively to Jesus'
invitation, the impossible
suddenly became possible.

† Transforming Stewardship
“...do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”

John 14:27
ur limited human understanding cannot begin to
understand the immense power of God. Instead of
trusting in God, we think we can control every outcome. Do
you want to make God laugh? Tell Him your plans. The next
time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank God for all He has
given you and trust. He has a better plan for you.

O
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The Palaung in Myanmar

Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.
The Palaung in Myanmar

T

ucked away in the northeast part of Myanmar, live
some 160,000 people called the Palaung. The Palaung
are traditionally farmers who grow rice, grains, and
vegetables by using the ‘slash and burn’ method. Tea is also
grown as a commercial crop. The Palaung live in villages
together with other ethnic tribes, such as the Shan or the Burmese.
Over the years, the Palaung have steadily assimilated through
intermarriage. Since there are no Palaung traditions forbidding
inter-tribal marriages, Palaung-Shan marriages are particularly
common. This explains why the Shan have had the greatest
amount of cultural influence over them.
Buddhism was introduced into Myanmar in the fifth century
and today, most of the Palaung are Buddhists. However, they
have also maintained their ethnic animist religion, which is a
system of beliefs based on evil spirits called nats. The
Palaung believe that while all the nats are inherently evil,
some are more evil than others. They must spend their lives
trying to appease the nats. If the nats are pleased, the people
will have a bountiful harvest and good health. If favor is not
found with the nats, the people may be subject to great harm.
The Palaung believe that these spirits can do almost anything
in nature, such as prevent floods and other natural disasters.
Less than one-half of a percent of the Palaung are
followers of Jesus. Praise God for these believers, though, and
for the availability of a few Gospel resources in the Palaung
language, including some Bible portions, the Jesus Film, and a
few other audio and video Gospel resources. Pray for God to
protect, strengthen, equip, and encourage the small number of
Palaung believers. Pray that the Palaung Christians will be a
clear witness to their people of God's goodness and grace and
for the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Palaung towards
the Gospel and to create a hunger within the hearts of the Palaung to know the Truth.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 22nd 8 am & 10:30 am - Ministry Hosting
May 19th 8 am - Memorial Day Outreach
June 5th 8 am - Ann & Dave Allen
10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† “Waiting” by Edith Lovejoy Pierce

This poem, inspired
by John 5:1–9,
appears in
Therefore Choose
Life by Edith
Lovejoy Pierce
(Harper and
Brothers, 1947).
Life is a waiting beside the pool of Bethesda,
Where the reeling crowds go by
Under the five porches of sense.
Life is a lying crippled
Beside the pool of deep longing,
Waiting for the water to unfold
Its white petals of healing,
Waiting for Someone to draw near and say: “Arise.”

Image credit: Léon
Spilliaert (Belgian,
1881–1946), The
Bather, 1910, India
ink and pastel on
paper, Musée
Modern Museum
(Royal Museums of
Fine Arts of
Belgium), Brussels.
17

H

† Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center

opeline is one of the Ministries supported by the St. Paul’s Mission Program.
Hopeline is a Christian based program that provides counseling and support to
women during unplanned pregnancies. Early testing and limited ultrasound
services are provided by trained professionals. Through counseling Hopeline prepares
women to make an informed choice regarding their pregnancy.
Hopeline is there to support the expectant Mom and her baby through the pregnancy and
beyond, providing material assistance for clothing, diapers, and many of the other items
newborns require.
For years St. Paul’s has provided financial support through the Change for Change Baby
Bottle Campaign. Baby Bottles were distributed to parishioners and they were asked to fill
the bottle with change, bills, or a check. There has always been a very generous response
from the St. Paul’s family.
There was no Baby Bottle Campaign in
2020 & 2021 because of the pandemic.

Bottle Free Baby Bottle
Campaign

A

gain this year there will be a
BOTTLE FREE Baby Bottle
Campaign. Between Mothers' Day, May
8th and Fathers' Day June 19th, we are
asking that you consider making a
donation to Hopeline by writing a check
to St. Paul’s , noting Hopeline in the
memo line.

Who was the woman who was a dealer of purple cloth in
Thyatira, and invited Paul to stay in her home?
a) Dorcas
b) Lydia
c) Mary
Acts 16:14-15 NIV

Greeters Needed

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence
in church. At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to
serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com)

“T

he earth has brought forth her increase; may God,
our own God give us his blessing.” And surely we
have been blessed with untold riches and blessings; may we
covenant to return generously to God and to serve others
in his name as a sign of our heartfelt gratitude.
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† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study

T

he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8
pm on Zoom. Looking ahead to the next weeks, we have planned a walk with the
disciples from Easter through Ascension and Pentecost. What were Jesus and the disciples
doing during those 50 days when Jesus was sometimes with
them? We will look at passages from the end of the gospels and
the beginning of Acts. Is there a family member or friend you
would like to invite to join us? You are welcome here.
To receive the weekly email with the zoom link, send Carol
an email at cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.
To join the Zoom Meeting use the following link

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/4245653965?
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A

little girl once walked at night with her father in the country away from all city lights.
She gazed into the dark sky, studded with its vast array of stars sparkling like diamonds.
She said to her father, “Daddy, if the wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what do you think
the right side will be like?” Knowing Christ as Savior, drinking of the water of life,
guarantees we will see the right side and enjoy it for eternity.
20
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L

arry Creagh celebrates today. Christine Domareck is a
year older & wiser on tomorrow. Bake a cake for Ed
Licence on Sunday. Mary White open presents on
Monday. Karen Greeley blows out candles on Tuesday. Have
a blessed day everyone!

Jul 5, 2019
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Assurance and Empowerment

I

Acts 16:9-15
n this reading from the story of the early church Paul and his companions

are called by a vision to journey to Macedonia and the city of Philippi,
where a merchant named Lydia responds to the gospel and is baptized,
together with her household. She offers her home to the travelers, and
becomes an important supporter of their missionary endeavor.
Psalm 67
A prayer for God’s graciousness and saving power, and a
John 5:1-9
bidding of praise by all people for God’s justice and bounty.
Without verses 11-20, we
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
might not realize that verses 1
In this reading John the Seer presents a vision of the new
-9 are a high-stakes sign
Jerusalem, the paradise of God. The city has no need of a temple
or of a sun or moon, for it is enlightened by the very glory of
performed by Jesus to show
God and the lamp of the Lamb, who is Jesus. It will be a place of
the work that the Father is
purity and abundance for the saints. As in the Garden of Eden,
doing: WORK the Father is
here will be found the river and the tree of life.
doing - even on the Sabbath
John 5:1-9
day of REST.
In our gospel lesson Jesus has gone to
Jerusalem for a festival and there at a pol
called Bethzatha offers healing to a man who had been ill
for thirty-eight years. The man has no person to help him
into the pool when the waters were stirred, but Jesus tells
him here and now to take up his mat and walk.

† Sermon Shorts

"I

n Light of the Reality of Heaven.” To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out
our Sermon Archives as well.
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I

† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. Let us pray in union with our risen Lord, in the power of the Holy
Spirit, the Counselor, as we pray for:
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....The Special Election Convention of the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut to elect the next bishop
diocesan, meeting May 21, 2022, in Hartford, CT.
.....St. John’s, New Milford; Grace Church,
Newington; Trinity, Newtown.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Environmental ministry networks, eco‐justice
work; community gardens.
.....Sue Balla, Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Betty
Hofbauer, Denise, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie,
Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, Eve, Roger,
Barbara, Alex, Peter, Cynthia, Barbara Castronova, Arlene & Larry Coleman and
Bob Picheco continued healing.
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Republic of Senegal; the people of Hungary; the
bishop, clergy and laity of the Missionary Diocese of Lodwar - The Anglican Church of
Kenya; and our sister and brother members of the Methodist Church in Zimbabwe.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of
May.
.....Ridgefield Baptist Church, a church
partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That next time worry, anxiety or fear
enters our life, make we God our first choice
and not our last resort.
.....The Election of a Bishop.
.....Those who till the
earth and those who fish in
the waters to bring food to
the world, and for all whose hand
is open to give bread to the hungry, that
all may enjoy the fruits of the earth.
“The Holy City”
Both this week and last week’s
Epistle readings from Revelation
speak of “the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven.” Anyone who has traveled
with us to Israel will tell you one
of the most emotional parts of the
trip is the arrival to Jerusalem. As
the bus comes up from the Jordan
River valley we go through a
traffic tunnel and suddenly the city
appears in front of you. As the bus
makes its final approach the hymn
“Thy Holy City” sung by John

Christm
as in
Bethleh
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

†

C

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to
Sword Points:

huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker,
Steve Hemming, Tim Huber, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, George
Stowell, Ron
Switzer, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Carol
Wheeler, Don
Winkley, Gail
Winkley.

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never
say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’
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