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†  For the message about the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:18 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

T 
his Sunday, between both services, we will hold our 

annual parish meeting in the church.  As it happens, our 

deliberations, praise reports and visioning together for 

the future will occur under the cross hanging right above us.  This 

symbolizes that we preach Christ-crucified 

and risen, and serves as a visual reminder 

ever-before us of how we accomplish our 

mission statement of "Transforming Lives 

Through Jesus Christ."  The cross is the 

power of God. 

 Our Epistle assigned for the morning in 

worship calls us to "proclaim the gospel, and 

not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of 

Christ might not be emptied of its power" (v. 

17).  And so it is with the mystery of the cross: it is an instrument 

of defeat, yet at the same time, God's glory.  For through the 

resurrection of Jesus, the way of the cross has become for us the 

way of eternal life. 

As we stay on message, by the grace of God, and preach the 

power of the cross, we believe that we will continue to witness 

how keeping the main thing, the main thing, results in blessings 

beyond measure.  Please join us in worship, and for our annual 

state of the parish celebration, as we grow heavenward now, and 

in the age to come, always lifting high 

the cross. 

Faithfully, 
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†  Annual Meeting On January 22nd 
 

N otice is hereby given of the 239th Annual 
Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 

Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, this 
Sunday, January 22nd, 2023, in the church, at 
9:15 am.  The Rector will make appointments and 
elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  
Nominations may be made from the floor at the 
meeting.  Communicant members of the parish over 
sixteen years of age are eligible to vote at the 
Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion 
service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy 
Communion Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday School 

classes will be held at their normal time at 10:15 am.  There will be no 9:15 
am adult class. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 19 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 21 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilter’s, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 22     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:15 am - Annual Meeting, Sanctuary 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 

Mon, Jan 23 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Jan 24 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5 

Wed, Jan 25     

 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (YouTube Live) 

  11-1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, (Zoom) 

Thu, Jan 26 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 

  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 28 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jan 29     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  A True Light 

 

Isaiah 9:1-4  •  Psalm 27:1, 5-13  •  1 Corinthians 1:10-18  •  Matthew 4:12-23 
 

A 
n Old Testament prophecy finds its fulfillment.  Isaiah speaks on behalf of God, 
saying, “In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.  The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who lived in the land of deep darkness - on them light has 
shined” (9:1-2). 

The lands mentioned, Zebulun and Naphtali, were annexed by the Assyrians in the mid-
eighth century B.C., making them Gentile territory, a condition the prophet calls “gloom” 
and “anguish” and “deep darkness.”  It is indeed a bitter thing to have one’s freedom and 
identity stolen, a homeland conquered.  This very same bitterness was deeply felt in the time 
of Jesus as the Jewish people suffered under Roman occupation. 

Moreover, on a personal level, it should be mentioned that it is virtually impossible for 
anyone to live this life without moments or even seasons of gloom and despair, anguish, and 
tears.  Again and again, we cry out for help, for light, for strength, and liberation.  “The Lord 
is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life; of 
whom then shall I be afraid?” (Ps. 27:1) 

Jesus steps onto the world’s stage, fulfilling the old prophecy.  “Now when Jesus heard 
that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on 
the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles - the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned” (Matt. 4:12-16).  Jesus launches his ministry in Gentile territory, 
indicating that his ministry shines as a light to both Jews and Gentiles and is, therefore, 

universal in scope. 
 We may tease out the meaning of 
Christ as “Light to the Nations” by 
listening closely to one of our old friends, 
Pope Leo the Great. 
 “Taught then, dearly beloved, by 
these mysteries of Divine Grace, let us 
with reasonable joy celebrate the day of 
our first-fruits and the commencement of 
the nations’ calling: ‘giving thanks’ to 
the merciful God ‘who made us worthy,’ 
as the Apostle says, ‘to be partakers of 
the lot of the saints in light: who 
delivered us from the power of darkness 
and translated us into the kingdom of the 
Son of his love’; since as Isaiah 
prophesied, ‘the people of the nations 
that sat in darkness, have seen a great 
light, and those who dwelt in the land of 

the shadow of death, upon them the light has shined’” (“On the Feast of the Epiphany,” 
sermon iii). 

 Standing in the presence of this light, we ourselves become lights in the world.  
Again, Pope Leo guides us.  “While [a disciple] himself keeps the brightness of a holy life, 
he points to many the way to the Lord like a star.  In which regard, dearly beloved, ye ought 
all to help one another in turn, that in the kingdom of God, which is reached by right faith 
and good works, ye may shine as [children] of light.” 

He is the light, and we are his luminaries in the world. 
 

Look It Up:  The collect of the week 
 

Think About It: The glory of the Lord is often the light of the Lord!  
- from The Living Church, 2023 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.   
Tiwa 

 

Country: India | Population: 303,000 | Language: Tiwa, Assamese | Main Religion: 
Hinduism | Evangelical: Unknown  

 

T 
iwa means “the people who were lifted from below.”  They have lived in 
northeastern India since at least the 17th century.  Rice, meat, fish, and eggs are 
Tiwa staples, which they season with sesame, mustard, 

ginger, and chilies.  Rice beer is popular, although the educated 
prefer tea.  The Tiwa live in two distinct groups: the Assamese-
speaking Plains Tiwa and the Tiwa-speaking Hill Tiwa.  The Plains 
Tiwa cultivate rice and practice a form of Hinduism.  The Hill 
Tiwa are “slash and burn” farmers who practice a tribal religion.  
Hill Tiwa religious and political life centers around seven old 
villages, each home to a chief who oversees a network of smaller 
villages.  The Tiwa honor many festivals, including Christmas, but 
there are very few Christians.  Pray for intense spiritual hunger to 
drive them to Christ.  Pray that God reveals Himself as the one true 
and just Chief who offers them eternal life with Him. 

†  Zebulun and Naphtali 
 

T 
hese were two of the original twelve tribes of Israel.  

Joshua had assigned them to the northern area of the 

country.  Zebulun settled to the west of Galilee and 

Naphtali in the northwest.  Between 734 and 721 B.C. the area was 

conquered by the Assyrian empire (now, Iraq) and the people were 

taken away.  They became known as part of the Lost Tribes of 

Israel.  For the next several centuries the region was called 

"Heathen Galilee.  The prophets considered the area to be a land of 

death.  Isaiah predicts that light and peace will again come to the 

region.  Matthew interprets it as a sign that the Messiah will come 

there.  Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophecy. 

 
†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father 
and followed Him.” Matthew 4:22 

 

J ust as Jesus called the first apostles, He calls each of us to follow 

Him, too.  Not everyone is called to leave their business or family 

behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything.  Everything 

from our time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in one of our 

parish ministries and our treasure to support the financial 

needs of our parish mission. 
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1937 
Len Howard 

 

Y ou look at it every 

week.  Our main stained 

glass window above the altar 

features our patron saint, 

Paul.  The vignette on the 

left is of his conversion.  In 

the close-up on the right 

you see the “light from 

heaven” (with a cross at 

the end of it), Paul’s horse 

and both men appearing 

to be blinded. 

 
(Acts 26:9-21) 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, January 25th 
 

Conversion of St. Paul 
 

P aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a Roman citizen, born 
at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey.  He was brought up as an orthodox Jew, studying 

in Jerusalem for a time under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day.  Describing 
himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin” (Romans 11:1). 

A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in 
contact with the new Christian movement, and became 
one of the most fanatical of those who were determined 
to stamp out this “dangerous heresy.”  Saul witnessed 
the stoning of Stephen.  He was on the way to Damascus 
to lead in further persecution of the Christians when his 
dramatic conversion took place. 

From that day, Paul devoted his life totally to Christ, 
and especially to the conversion of Gentiles.  The Acts of 
the Apostles describes the courage and determination with which he planted Christian 
congregations over a large area of the land bordering the eastern Mediterranean. 

His letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal him as the greatest of the interpreters 
of Christ’s mind, and as the founder of Christian theology.  He writes, “I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me” (Galatians 2:20). 

Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty 
and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no 
account” (2 Corinthians 10:10).  He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God 
to remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more 
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 
12:9).  Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero. 

 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/ConvPaul.html#FIRST
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Holy Land Map, 
by Heinrich Bünting (Hannover, 1545-1606), 

Page taken from Taffel des Heiligen Landes zu dem Newen Testament dienlich, 
published in 1582, woodcut print 

 

O 
ur Gospel reading Sunday speaks of Galilee, Capernaum, Nazareth, Zebulun 
and Naphtali, Jordan, Syria…  With all these geographical details Matthew 
wants to make clear that Jesus was a real person who lived in a particular place 

and at a particular moment 
in history.  We read how 
Jesus starts his ministry, 
leaving Nazareth and 
settling in Capernaum, a 
busy fishing and trading 
center on the Sea of 
Galilee. 

Just as when we are 
traveling on holidays and 
using road maps to get us 
from A to B, the maps 
give us insight into the 
locations, local culture and 
points of interest, it is 
helpful to look at a map 
regularly as well when 
reading scripture.  The 
more we understand the 
lands of the Bible, the 
better we will understand 
the Bible itself. 

The map of the Holy 
Land that we are looking 
at shows most of the 
locations mentioned in 
today's reading: the Sea of 
Galilee at the center left; 
Capernaum at the top of 
the lake, the river Jordan, 
Samaria, Jerusalem…  
This map was published in 
1582 by Heinrich Bünting, 
a Protestant pastor and 
theologian.  This page 
comes from a book giving 
an overview of biblical 
geography based on the 
travel descriptions of 
various notable people 
from the Old and New 
Testaments.  Looking at 
this map and thinking of 
all the journeys Jesus 
walked makes us 
appreciate more the 
sacrifices and efforts Jesus 
and His Apostles made to 
spread the Good News… 
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Greetings! 
 

I  wanted to start out with the collect that we'll be hearing this Sunday, the third 
Sunday of Epiphany: 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may 
perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

Answering the call.  I love this point in Jesus' ministry when he goes around 
calling his disciples to follow him, and then to go out and preach to the world.  And 
apparently, lots of hymn writers over the ages have loved it, too, because there is no 
shortage of hymns that reflect on this message.  For instance, check out these lines 
from hymns that we'll be singing on Sunday: 

Christ for the world we sing!  The world to Christ we bring! 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end… 

Jesus calls us!  By thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, give our 
hearts to thine obedience, serve and love thee best of all. 

Day by day, dear Lord of thee three things I pray: to see thee more clearly, 
love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day. 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea, the gracious 
calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word, rise up and follow thee. 
 

 Such great lines made even more powerful by the beautiful 
melodies that accompany them.  In our Gospel reading from 
Matthew, we'll hear the story of Jesus calling Peter and Andrew: 
"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people."  So they put down 
their nets and did so. 

Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993), a minister in the United Church of Canada, 
wrote a fantastic hymn in 1984 that was inspired by an essay entitled "Fishing: A 
Metaphor for Ministry."  The hymn is entitled "You Walk Along Our Shoreline" and 
her words make a perfect framework for our hearing of the Gospel: 

You walk along our shoreline where land meets unknown sea. 
We hear your voice of power, "Now come and follow me. 
And if you still will follow through storm and wave and shoal, 
Then I will make you fishers, but of the human soul." 
 

You call us, Christ, to gather the people of the earth. 
We cannot fish for only those lives we think have worth. 
We spread your net of gospel across the water's face, 
Our boat a common shelter for all found by your grace. 

(Continued on page 9) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 

Christ Calling the 

Apostles Peter and 

Andrew by Duccio de 

Buoninsegna  

(1308-1311  
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John Cennick

 

We cast our net, O Jesus; we seek your promised reign; 
We work for love and justice; we learn to hope through pain. 
You call on us to gather God's daughters and God's sons, 
To let your judgment heal us so that all may be one. 

 

Dunstan died at the age of 38 from liver cancer, but her legacy of 
hymnody lives on in two collections of her texts: In Search of Hope and Grace 
and Where the Promise Shines.  Her texts have been set to music by many 
contemporary hymn-tune composers. 

I first came upon this hymn as it appeared in the New Century Hymnal 
(associated with United Church of Christ).  The words were set to the Irish 
folk tune Salley Gardens, which makes for a lovely pairing.  We'll be singing it 
set to the tune MUNICH on Sunday, which is a familiar melody to us at St. 
Paul's.  When searching for a video, I did not expect to find the words and 
melody paired the way we will sing it on Sunday, but I was surprised that the 
melody that came up most often was AURELIA, most commonly associated 
with "The Church's One Foundation."  And while we won't be singing that hymn on 
Sunday, it is the tune of the postlude.  So there's an interesting and unplanned 
connection!  And it is that combination that I share with you here. 

 

Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

 

(Continued from page 8) Choir Notes 

Sylvia Dunstan 

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the ______ ___ ____ 

1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dGlWCP5hlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dGlWCP5hlo
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Corinthians+1:18&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  I Belong to Apollos 
 

P 
aul's success in winning converts in Corinth, Greece attracted considerable 
interest among other missionaries.  One of these was an Egyptian Jew named 
Apollos.  The latter knew only a limited amount about Christianity, having been a 

disciple of John the 
Baptist.  In Ephesus 
Paul took him aside and 
explained the full range 
of Jesus' teachings.  
Apollos then went to 
Corinth and founded a 
second church.  Peter 
also seems to have 
followed this pattern.  
Eventually there were 
four separate Christian 
communities in the city 
and a jealous struggle 
developed between 
them.  Paul teaches that 
there should be only 
one church - that of 
Jesus Christ.  It would 
be a universal or 
catholic church . 

†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 12th we  will be hosting 

our 8th annual Super Bowl party!  We’re 

setting up our wide-screen HD-TV.  

And you’re invited.  Men, 

women, children.  It doesn’t 

matter who you’re routing for.  Or 

even if you like football.  Just bring yourself, your 

favorite appetizer, beverage or snacks.  And maybe wear your 

favorite team shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  Contact Ken Perry, Ron 

Switzer or Dave Szen if you’re interested so we have an idea who’s 

bringing what.  Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is 

a possibility! 
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor of" 

or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  please 

fill out an envelope located in the back of the church or 

send an email request to altarflowers@yahoo.com or 

contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held over 71 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to 
the Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Faith Food Pantry, Newtown.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, January 25th and will support the Faith  

Food Pantry in Newtown and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

Next Drive-Thru 

Food Collection 

Wednesday 

January 25th 
 

Help us,  

Help others  

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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 Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

†  
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 

homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair 

of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, 

this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s 

homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations 

in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

P salm 27 begins: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then 

shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I 

be afraid?  The world may fail us; our families and friends may even fail us, 

but God’s promise stands - he is always there to help us through.  We cannot 

earn his love and care; it has been given to us freely and without reservation.  

All we have to do is ask with true willingness to have God come into our 

hearts and lives as our guardian and guide. 
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Note: In October, Jeffrey Mello became the 16th Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut.  Each week we are looking at the bishops who preceded him and the long and 

storied history of our diocese. 

†  Morgan Porteus, (1917 – 2019) 

Episcopate 1977-1981 

Eleventh Bishop of Connecticut 
 

B 
orn in Hartford, and hailing from Windsor, Connecticut, Morgan Porteus 
graduated with a degree in History and Government from Bates College in 
Lewiston, Maine in 1941, and he received his Bachelor’s degree in Sacred 

Theology in 1943 from the Episcopal Theological School.  He was ordained to the diaconate 
in September of 1943 and to the priesthood on June 1, 1944.  From 1944, until his election 
as Suffragan Bishop in 1971, Porteus served at St. Peter’s Church in Cheshire, Connecticut.  
He was consecrated bishop Suffragan of Connecticut in 1971, and served as bishop 
coadjutor from 1975-1977.  He was the eleventh bishop Diocesan from 1977 to 1981.  

His consecration marked many firsts: it was the first to be used in the 
Liturgy for Trial Use just prior to the most recent publication of the Book 
of Common Prayer.  His ordination was also covered locally by both live 
radio and television.  Bishop Porteus was an inspirational homilist, and a 
selection of his sermons was published in the book titled “A Godly Gift of 
Love.” 

His Episcopate was marked by his own personal and pastoral attributes.  
He said that he was in awe of Annual Conventions, yet his addresses were 
evangelistic and inspiring.  His oratory was both disarming and humorous 
when he recalled his first address to Convention when the “microphone 
went dead.”  Bishop Porteus maintained very close ties with clergy and lay 
people throughout his career.  He performed many wedding ceremonies for 
clergy children and parishioners while bishop and received and maintained 
a vast amount of personal correspondence.  His scrapbooks, letters, and his 
“silly hat collection,” that grew with his parish visitations are testaments to 
his beloved stature by the people of this diocese.  He actively supported 
metropolitan missions and the Episcopal Social Service, and was involved 
with the Liturgy and Music Commission prior to his election as Suffragan. 

In the Connecticut Churchman published in October 1981 prior to his retirement, he 
claimed that he was the last in a traditional line of bishops of Connecticut that arose from the 
clergy inside the diocese, in fact a kind of place holder.  He went on to enthusiastically 
throw his support behind the newly-elected Bishop Coadjutor, Arthur E. Walmsley, a man of 
experience and vision, who would usher in the new “Venture in Mission” or Decade of 
Evangelism in Connecticut.  Porteus called upon parishioners to join together in this effort.   

Due to a heart condition in 1981, he elected to retire early on the advice of his doctor.  
He moved to Cape Cod, MA, and became an assisting Bishop in the Massachusetts 
Episcopal Diocese; a position he held until 2009.  He lived to the ripe old age of 102. 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, January 19th 

Wulfstan 
Bishop of Worcester, 1095 

 

W 
ulfstan was one of the few Anglo-Saxon bishops to retain his see after the 
Norman Conquest of England in 1066.  Beloved by all classes of society for 
his humility, charity, and courage, he was born in Warwickshire about 1008, 

and educated in the Benedictine abbeys of Evesham and Peterborough.  He spent most of 
his life in the cathedral monastery of Worcester as monk, prior, and then as bishop of the see 
from 1062 until his death on January 18, 1095.  He accepted the episcopate with extreme 

reluctance, but having resigned himself to it, he 
administered the diocese with great effectiveness.  Since 
the see of Worcester was claimed by the province of York 
before its affiliation as a suffragan see of Canterbury in 
1070, Wulfstan was consecrated at York.  As bishop, he 
rapidly became famous for his continued monastic 
asceticism and personal sanctity. 
 Even though Wulfstan had been sympathetic to King 
Harold of Wessex, he was among those who submitted to 
William the Conqueror at Berkhamstead in 1066.  He 
therefore was allowed to retain his see.  At first, the 
Normans tended to disparage him for his lack of learning 
and his inability to speak French, but he became one of 
William’s most trusted advisers and administrators, and 
remained loyal in support of William I and William II in 
their work of reform and orderly government.  He assisted 
in the compilation of the Domesday Book and supported 
William I against the rebellious barons in 1075.  William 
came to respect a loyalty based on principle and not on self
-seeking.  Archbishop Lanfranc also recognized the 
strength of Wulfstan’s character, and the two men worked 
together to end the practice at Bristol of kidnaping 
Englishmen and selling them as slaves in Ireland. 
 Because he was the most respected prelate of the Anglo
-Saxon Church, Wulfstan’s profession of canonical 
obedience to William the Conqueror’s Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Lanfranc, proved to be a key factor in the 
transition from Anglo-Saxon to Anglo-Norman 
Christianity.  William’s policy, however, was to appoint 
his own fellow Normans to the English episcopate, and, by 

the time of William’s death, in 1087, Wulfstan was the only English-born bishop still living. 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

D o your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 

worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 

word of truth. 

 2 Timothy 2:15 

Who else was in the boat with James and John when 

Jesus called them to follow him? 

a) No one     b) Their father     c) Their other brothers 

Matthew 4:21-22 NIV  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+2%3A15&version=ESV
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+4:21-22&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Jan 22nd      Annual Meeting between services 
Jan 29th  8 am -  Greeley’s    10:30 am -  Beck’s 
Feb   5th  8 am -  Huber’s    10:30 am -  Barbieri’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with 

healing prayer has been growing consistently.  With live music 

and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what you need to 

sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch 

on YouTube Live. 

 

†  Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible 

Study 

T he Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

is starting a new study on Matthew. 

Zoom is available and all are invited (ladies 

only please!).  They meet every Tuesday at 9:30 

in Crocker Hall or by Zoom.  Contact Mary 

Beth Durkin durkin.mb@gmail.com for the 

Zoom link and further information. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury that assist the homeless.  “Take a Hanger” from the rack we’ll 

have at the back of the church.  Check your closets for those unused 

coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. Paul’s and we’ll get 

that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
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†  Recovery & Self-Reflection Group 

E very Sunday evening at 7 pm in the Guild Room, Gordy Hiltz is 

convening a new Recovery & Self-Reflection group.  It will be a 

"fellowship meeting for those who are 

looking to make amends with past decisions 

by reflecting on where we've been, are now, 

and would like to be.  This will be 

accomplished using topic guided discussions, 

increasing self awareness for our day to day 

actions, with the goal of being a slightly 

better version of ourselves from who we 

were the day before each and every day." 

 

†  Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study 
 The Ladies Evening Bible study will continue to meet by 
Zoom on Wednesday nights from 7-8 pm during January and 
February and will begin studying Philippians on January 
11th.  Friends and relatives outside St. Paul's are warmly 
welcome at any time. 
 Before Thanksgiving we studied Lydia, a businesswoman 
in Philippi who met Paul when he and Silas came to her town 
to preach.  Lydia believed the gospel message right away and 
was a witness to the amazing events that happened in 
Philippi that are related in Acts 16:11-40 (that we studied in 
Nov.).  Now we will be reading Paul's warm letter to that 
same Christian community about 12 years later. 
 Any questions?  Please contact Carol to get on the weekly 
email with the zoom link.  cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com or 
203-525-0011. 

†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
  

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are you 

looking for some healing prayer?  Or maybe you’re just interested in a 

smaller, quieter, more intimate worship experience than our Sunday 

celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy Communion 

and healing along with an inspirational homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week 

service offers all the above.  Following the service, coffee and fellowship is 

available as well as a lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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Jul 5, 2019 

 

A 
rlene Coleman celebrates on today.  Andrew Kirner 

opens presents tomorrow.  Bake a cake for Oby 

Okwuka and Henry Roush on Monday.  Anthony 

Caiozza is a year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Have a blessed 

day everyone! 

Prince of 

Peace 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

B eloved.  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for 

the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

Light in the Darkness 
 

 Isaiah 9:1-4 

O ur Hebrew Bible lesson is a hymn of thanksgiving and hope offered at the birth of a 

new king in Jerusalem.  The prophet hails the one born to be the ruler of his people.  

His reign will end oppression and bring justice, righteousness, and a lasting peace.  

Christians see these words coming to fulfillment in Jesus. 
 

 Psalm 27:1, 5-13  

The psalmist expresses great trust and confidence in the Lord and asks always to be in 

God’s presence. 
 

 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

In this lesson we hear that Paul is disturbed by news of factions in the young Corinthian 

church.  Apparently the new converts were dividing into groups based on who it was who 

baptized them and whose teaching they were following.  They must instead be unified in 

Jesus, in whose name alone they are baptized.  Paul is grateful on this account that 

he himself has baptized very few of them, and that he does 

not preach with such eloquent wisdom that people would 

rely on him rather than the cross of Jesus. 
 

 Matthew 4:12-23 

The gospel is a summary of the early ministry of Jesus: 

his preaching, the calling of disciples, and his acts of 

healing.  After the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus withdrew 

to Galilee, an area in which many Gentiles lived.  The 

evangelist perceives in this a fulfillment of prophecy and a 

foreshadowing of the church’s mission to bring the light of 

the gospel to darkened lives.  Two sets of brothers are called 

to leave their nets and become fishers of people. 

 

Matthew 4:12-23 
The command / invitation 

to Peter, Andrew, James 

and John to "Come, follow 

me," is not: "I wonder if you 

would consider the 

possibility of tagging along 

if you have the time, and it's 

not too inconvenient."  

 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 

 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  O God, you revealed your will to prophets and sages.  By your Holy 

Spirit, show us how to serve you today, that all nations may know you in our love, as we 
pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu, Ed Licence 
and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Epiphany, Durham; St. Gabriel’s, East Berlin; St. 
Stephen’s, East Haddam; All Saint’s, East Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ministries to, with, and for the deaf. 
.....Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Denise, Jennifer, Susan, 
Anja, Katie, Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Robert, 
Eve, Roger, Barbara, Alex, Fred, Cynthia, Barbara, 
Arlene Coleman, Sarah, Doug Melody, David Williams, 
Heidi Pinheiro, Donna, Mike Chengeri, John Durkin and Ken continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of the Republic of Rwanda; the people of Gibraltar; the 
bishop, clergy and laity of the Diocese of Oyo - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican 
Communion) (Ibadan Province); and our sister and brother members of the Reformed 
churches. 

.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray 
also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket 

collections for the month of January. 
.....Capilla, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Our missionaries, Will & Becky McLaughlin and their family, and their ministry 

in Cambodia; that all who hear and read God’s word with faith, that thew Spirit 
may touch hearts with joy. 

.....That we may faithfully follow Jesus, wherever and whenever 
he calls. 

…..The one third of humanity that does not have access to the 
gospel, for those who have not heard the good news of salvation, for 

those who have heard but have not believed, and for those who have forsaken 
their faith.  Pray that God would open their hearts to the Gospel message.  
.....For the President of the United States and All in Civil Authority. 
.....The members of the body of Christ, that we may use the gifts God has 
given us to build up the kingdom of peace and love. 

 

 

 

The Power of Empathy 
What is the best 

way to ease 
someone's pain 
and suffering?  
We can only 

create a genuine 
empathic 

connection if we 
are brave enough 

to really get in 
touch with our 
own fragilities.  

 

 

https://www.epiphanydurham.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Gabriels-Episcopal-Church/108186312555874
https://ststeves.org/
https://ststeves.org/
https://www.allsaintseh.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwanda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibraltar
https://www.oikoumene.org/church-families/reformed-churches
https://www.oikoumene.org/church-families/reformed-churches
http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/capilladanbury/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/19.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan 
Bacon, Dot 

Crocker, Mary Beth 
Durkin, Steve 
Hemming, Patrick 
O’Connors, Steve 
Hemming, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 

Did you know … that 

kangaroos can’t walk 

backwards? 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.exploringnature.org/db/view/Is-it-true-that-Kangaroos-cant-walk-backward

