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À Of God and Noah and Paul the Prognosticator 
 

O ne day in the fall of 2010 God spoke to Noah and said, "It is coming.  I am going to 

purify the Diocese of Connecticut.  If you heed my words Noah, and you and your 

family will be spared. 

"Prepare for that day when that place freezes over. Winterize your windows, check your 

furnace filters, put in an extra fuel tank and lock in your oil price now.  Get two cords of 

wood. 

"Have Mrs. Noah get extra clothing for your family...boots, woolen socks, thermal 

underwear, sweaters, gloves, coats and hats.  Some 

nice down comforters wouldnôt hurt. 

"And Noah, build an addition on your garage.  

And stock it with two of everything winter.  Ice 

scrapers, shovels, roof rakes, windshield washer 

fluid, bags of ice melt and sand, snow blowers and 

plows. 

"While you're at it Noah, get a flock of birds, 

your choice, and to be safe locate a groundhog 

too." 

Noah and Mrs. Noah did as God said. 

While Mrs. Noah bought clothing during the 

Indian Summer of October the neighbors scoffed, "Noah, Connecticut winters are always 

mild."  Noah said, "It is coming." 

In November, with his expanded garage full of his shiny new acquisitions, the neighbors 

laughed and Noah said, "It is coming." 

On Christmas Eve his neighbors taunted, "Hey Noah, where's the snow!"  Noah smiled 

and said, "It is coming!" 

 Then on December 26 it came.  And came.  And came. 

 The snow, the cancellations, the dustings, the delays, the blizzards, the early 

dismissals, ice storms, flurries, drifts. 

 One day Noah asked God, "When 

will it end?  We're up to our eyeballs 

in it."  And God reminded Noah, "The 

birds.  They will be a sign unto you." 

 So Noah released the birds.  In 

pairs, about once a week.  But alas, 

they were only snowbirds and they 

just took off for warm places like 

Charleston, Hilton Head, Orlando, 

Sarasota, Key West and St. John's. 

 And still it came. The sleet, 

powder, black ice, freezing drizzle. 

And the whole of Connecticut was 

covered. 
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 Continued from page 1 

Again Noah inquired, "Lord, when will this 'winter manna' stop?"  The Lord responded, 

"Check the groundhog." 

So on February 2nd, Noah ventured out upon the great white sea of snow and headed 

toward Brookfield.  Searching for St. Paul's, he finally heard 

the muffled sound of bells ringing.  Digging frantically he 

found the tower of St. Paul's Parish and heard the voice of his 

friend Quasimodo.  "Quasi, I'm glad you're OK," rejoiced 

Noah.  "And to think all winter long I thought you were a dead 

ringer for a carilloneur!" 

"I'm looking for the groundhog,"  added Noah. 

"I haven't seen 'Paul the Prognosticator' since the snow plow 

buried him under around New Years," replied Quasi. 

Looking heaven ward Noah pondered, "Lord, how can Paul 

see his shadow if he's under 12 feet of the white stuff?? 

"Duh," came the response.  "He can't." 

"Oh yeah. So, that means only five more weeks of 

Epiphany," shouts our man. 

"Very good, Noah!" 

"One more question, God." 

"Yes, Noah." 

"How many lawnmowers, hedge trimmers, edgers and bags 

of fertilizer will I need to get?" 

"Don't get too far ahead of yourself Noah. You've got the 

rest of Epiphany, Lent and Easter to go before we worry about 

the green season.  Just keep reading your Sword Points " 
 

The Sword Points Editorial Board would like to extend its apologies to any of our 

readers who don't have a sense of humor. 

  À This Week at St. Paulôs 

 Thu., Feb. 3 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Feb. 5 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Feb. 6 -       Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist  

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School /Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:00 pm - Junior High Youth 

   7:30 pm - Senior High Youth 

 Mon., Feb. 7 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry Training, Guild Room 

 Tue., Feb. 8 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Support Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Feb. 9 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Thu., Feb. 10  - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Many of our Sword Points 

readers remember our own, 

ñPaul the Prognosticatorò 

and his 100% accuracy rate.  

Hereôs a picture of Paul 

before he became buried 

under the snow.  This year he 

predicts Lent will begin on 

March 9th. 
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À Happy Birthday to You!  

H eather Melody & Patrick Dawson celebrate today!  Be sure 

to sing Happy Birthday to Joyce McKenna on Friday.  

William Pressmar will be blowing out candles on Saturday, the 5th.  

Lois Hunt & Roseann Hodge will be opening gifts on Sunday.  

Monday is the big day for Erin OôHara, Greg Emmett & Maxwell Hodge.  

Eric Sampson will be a year older and wiser on Tuesday.  And Gary Hock will be 

expecting your birthday cards next Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 



 
À 225th Anniversary - St. Paulôs History 

Fr. Joseph Shepley 

J oe Shepley was raised in San Francisco until age 10 and then in St. Louis. In 

Missouri he attended Kemper Military School where he came to faith under the 

influence of the chaplain.  From Kemper he went to 

Bradley University in Peoria, IL and on May 21, 1992, 

while at Bradley in a pre-law curriculum, he heard that 

still, small voice which said he was to become a priest.  

When he reported this at Kemper, the chaplain there 

said, "I've been waiting for this call." 

 Spo n-

sored by 

the Diocese of Western Missouri, Joe went to 

Ambridge, PA, where, at age 22, he became the 

youngest candidate for the priesthood in the 

history of Trinity Episcopal School for 

Ministry. While there he did field work at the 

Church of the Advent in Jeanette, PA.  Andy 

Buchanan later served in that same church. 

 Joe Shepley met Tara at a weekend retreat 

on the Jersey shore, and they were married at 

the Church of the Epiphany in Southbury, CT, 

where Tara's parents lived.  After seminary Fr. 

Joe served as an assistant for three years at St. 

Mary's Episcopal Church in Lakewood, a 

suburb of Tacoma, Washington.  Sons Joe and 

David were born to Tara and Joe there in 

Tacoma.  Their daughter Sarah was born in 

New York City where Fr. Joe had been called 

as one of seven clergy on the staff of St. Thomas Church, Fifth Avenue. 

After the attack on the Twin Towers on 

September 11, 2001, Fr. Joe assisted for a few 

days in the rescue effort.  He was soon 

overwhelmed with counseling work for victims 

and their families while trying to keep up with 

21 services per week at St. Thomas.  Resigning 

from St. Thomas, he created a foundation and 

raised money to continue his counseling work 

full -time.  He then moved with his family to 

Southbury to be near Tara's parents (and her 

sister Dana).  In 2007 he joined the staff at St. 

Paul's as an assisting priest, and in 2009 he was 

named priest-in-charge soon after his brother-

in-law Andrew Buchanan resigned to move to 

Virginia Beach. 

À Thank You Harlan  

F or the 

almost a 

year as part of 

our 225th 

Anniversary, our 

parish historian 

has written 

weekly articles 

on our past rectors, church buildings and 

parish life of St. Paulôs.  With this article, 

Harlan Jessup concludes this informative 

series and deserves a great bigger thank 

you from all his faithful readers.   


