Sword Points

APray for Japan

O God, the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, O God, the Son, our Friend and
Brother, and O God the Holy Spirit, who Leads us Into All Truth: Pour into our hearts
the abundance of your mercy so that We, Your People, gathered together during this holy
season of Lent in the Year of Our Lord, 2011, may give from our abundance, to help
People in the face of so much destruction, suffering, injury, and death, during the Grea
Earthquake in Northeast Japan: followed by fires, tsunamis and the threat of nuclear
fallout. We ask this, in the Name of the One who gave His Life that we might live forever
Our Savior, Friend and BrotherChrist Jesus, Our Lord. AMEN.

A 9.0 magnitude earthquake a
resulting tsunami struck Jap

was the strongest to hit the country
officials started keeping records over
years ago. Adding to the crisis is a
\4 ongoing situation at regional nucld®
plants, which has prompted the evadg
tion of tens of thousands of people.

Episcopal Relief & Development :
supporting the response efforts of Nipger : — -
Sei Ko Kei (NSKK, the Anglican Communion in Japan) foIIowmg the catastrophe. An
initial contribution has already been sent to the Provincial Office to support work in the
Dioceses of Tohoku and Kita Kantalhe Anglican Communion in Japan is organizing
teams with relief supplies, and
will also launch a longeterm
=| response to assist those who have
| lost so much in restablishing
their lives. Currently the diocese
s developing emergency relief
enters while completing a more
| comprehensive damage assess-
ment to determine where addi-
ional assistance and services will
1 be provided.As communications

E improve, updates on this response

will be provided. Episcopal Relief & Development will continue to support the Church in
its longerterm recovery plans.

Please visit Episcopal Relief & Development's websiteyw.erd.org for updated
information on the crisiand to make a contribution tbeJapan Earthquake Response
Fundto help those affected.
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http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=47wi9ucab&et=1104839192218&s=59636&e=001S64MO24lUkeVjVvvohocUoRfBieXtqUHGy6LMdfmS-xjDjVZyfBm6etSfW5hdQ5idSZ3MlLpTL4TN1oCYuZpSNHS0ZxUKDo0W92haMKbY5AMepxOENdhdXczxwuJFn0o
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=47wi9ucab&et=1104839192218&s=59636&e=001S64MO24lUkeuPVriDaODxbAXeNKPEIa1g5UCad8Q_G_Eo0whbdCqU05eZgbeyNGfULAhhln5I5ztdfsLa_Fkkjptseu9imrdP4BtWwECx_b71J1jVybuvuw_T2sCQdFhaHewadOU_DXu2y1X8qMVYcZiPSVBVUJ6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=47wi9ucab&et=1104839192218&s=59636&e=001S64MO24lUkeuPVriDaODxbAXeNKPEIa1g5UCad8Q_G_Eo0whbdCqU05eZgbeyNGfULAhhln5I5ztdfsLa_Fkkjptseu9imrdP4BtWwECx_b71J1jVybuvuw_T2sCQdFhaHewadOU_DXu2y1X8qMVYcZiPSVBVUJ6

Saint Joseph

ASunday Is First Day of Spring!
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ALiturgicaIIy Speaking
The Forgotten Saint

D uring the process of Prayer Book revision a humber lesser Holy Days were addled
to the Episcopal Church Calendar (and many more have been added since 1979)
and six additions were made to the major feasts. One of these, St. Joseph, is celebrated this
Saturday (March 19. Major Feasts, incidentally, are commonly referred to as red lette
days, and minor ones as black letter days, because these colors were commonly usgd in
liturgical calendars (or if printed entirely in black, a distinctive type ilikics, or bold face
would be used instead of red).

Devotion to St. Joseph is first found in the Eastern Churches and a chapel bearing his
name is said to have been included in the IV century Church of the Nativity at Bethlehgm.
In Western Europe it is only in the X century that we begin to find any evidence of devotipn
to Joseph. And two more centuries passed before we find his name in Church dedications
and some local calendars. By the XV century extensive devotion to Joseph is found in Italy
and Spain, and among many religious orders,
but interestingly, our saint does not seem to
appear in any of the pfieeformation English
calendars. Thus we can think of him as
largely forgotten (in Western Europe at least)
throughout the first millennium, and
especially in England, well into the second.

The first three English Prayer Books
(1549, 1552, and 1559) listed no black letter
days, and did not add Joseph or any other
feasts to those in the Sarum calendar. In 156(
Queen Elizabeth issued a Latin edition of the
Prayer Book which contained some
enrichments of the English edition, including
a long list of minor feasts from various
sources, and this is the first instance | could
find of Joseph in Anglican usage before or

-

after the Reformation.
Subsequently Elizabeth authorized a revised calendar for the English Prayer Book gnd
some books of devotional material in Latin. The former included a small number of black
letter days, but did not list Joseph; the latter however retained the much fuller calendaf of
1560 including Joseph. Later English Prayer Books up through 1662 included somewhat
longer lists of minor feasts, but still omitted Joséghrgotten again.
In this country no Prayer Book before the present one contained any black letter days,
but as the revision process began in the sixties an official supplement was provided with an
enlarged calendar and collects and readings for the additional holy days. It was here |that
Joseph finally appeared in American Anglican usage, to find his way into the 1979 Book| as
a red letter feast. Also in the XX century he began to appear in some other Prayer Bopks,
including the Scottish Episcopal Book of 1929 (the earliest instance that | could find). The
Church of England and other national churches have also added him in recent Prayer Bpoks
or other alternative forms of worship.
Thus in our own day the man who cared for Mary and nurtured our Lord, is finally
taking his place in our devotional memories. Outside of the liturgy, he is also remembefed

among people of Italian heritage (1 &d&m nqgt but
one) with a special pastry calledppole Almost any Italian bakery can supply them, or try
the recipehere - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence

ppropriate for St. Joseph Day: Click on the linkTdre Mysterious Staircasd
Loretto Chapel in Sante Fe, New México.



http://www.bulin.com/stjoe/recipes.html#zeppole2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvid_KnFq7s&feature=related
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