
 

  

 

 

  

 

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com     (203) 775-9587 March 31, 2011 

 

 

À Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

F or ten days Fr. Joe and his wife Tara, along with Fr. Crocker 

and approximately a dozen other area clergy have been 

taking a trip to Israel.  They left last Friday and will return sometime 

on Sunday, April 3rd.  Sword Points has been covering their trip with 

daily updates on the St. 

Paulôs website.  Some of 

the sites they have 

been touring are: 

C a e s a r e a ,  N a z a r e t h , 

Capernaum,  Mount of 

Beatitudes, Jordan River, 

Dead Sea, Jerusalem and 

Bethlehem. 

Note: from Fr. Joe... 

A  divine appointment occurred today when I met and prayed for a priest from the 

Anglican Church of Ireland who had come to Israel to join a friend, but tragically 

the two never connected, for the 

friend was the person killed last week 

in the terrorist bombing in Jerusalem.  

The friend killed was an Anglican 

and had just completed a mission 

translating the Bible in West Africa.  

By absorbing the blast, two children 

nearby were spared.  I am reminded 

of how closely our Anglican family is 

knit together.  Please keep our fellow 

Anglican friends touched by this 

tragedy in prayer. 

 

Use this link to a news story about 

Mary Gardner. 

Dear Joe: 

I am so sorry to hear of this loss. 

I have shared your e-mail with the Standing 

Committee of the Anglican Communion, and with 

the Archbishop of Canterbury, its President. 

I offered prayers with intention in the Standing 

Committee's Evening Prayer in St. Andrew's Chapel at 

the Anglican Communion Office here in London this 

evening. 

Please feel free to share this with your Irish sister/

brother and those on your pilgrimage, as appropriate. 

Prayers for reconciliation continue. 

God bless, 

Ian + 

 (Bishop Douglas of Connecticut) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/insideisrael/2011/March/Jlem-Police-on-High-Alert-after-Terror-Attack/
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/insideisrael/2011/March/Jlem-Police-on-High-Alert-after-Terror-Attack/


 

À Happy Birthday to You!  
 

D odie Cuff & Lauren Onorato  

celebrate today!  Tyler Adams, 

Catherine Kast, Noah Dobosh, Rory 

Palmer & Tyler Swanson will be blowing 

out candles on Saturday.  Monday is the big 

day for Helen Carli.  Abby Schrull Rocklein   

will be a year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Wednesday Matthew 

Werneburg will be opening presents.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

  À This Week at St. Paulôs 
  

 Thu., Mar. 31  - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room  

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Apr. 2 - 7:30 am - Menôs Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Apr. 3 -           Fourth Sunday in Lent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist  

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School /Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:45 am - First Holy Communion Class, Level 4 Classroom 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:00 pm - Junior High Youth 

   7:00 pm - Senior High Youth    

 Mon., Apr. 4 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring  Committee 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry Training, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry Supervision, Tuck Room 

 Tue., Apr.5 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Apr. 6 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Lenten Series 

 Thu., Apr. 7  - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room  

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

À Easter Memorial Flowers  

F or anyone wishing to have flowers decorating the church on Easter in memory of a 

loved one or friend, there are envelopes available on the back table for this 

purpose.  All memorials MUST be in by Palm Sunday, April 17th.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

Thank you! 

À Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

 (click on the red links below to begin practice on this Sundayôs hymns) 
 

 Opening Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 Gospel Response I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 Offertory Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 Closing Hymn Thine Arm, O Lord, in Days of Old 

mailto:gailwinkley%20@yahoo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deLc8Egb0Js
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmo6A86mis0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yz36RlpnQCw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkUtgNzDilI


 

  

 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS  

 
 

À Annual Easter 

Celebration 

O ur annual Easter 

Celebration & 

Egg Hunt is coming  for 

the little ones from nursery through the fifth 

grade. We are collecting small wrapped 

candies and/or trinkets to add to the plastic eggs for 

the Easter Egg Hunt.  A basket is at the back of the 

church and in the Sunday School 

hallway for your donations.  All 

donations must be collected by Sunday, 

April 17th, so there will be time to fill 

the eggs.  We will need many helpers, so 

please see Lori O'Hara if you can lend a 

hand in any way!  Thanks in advance for 

making this celebration possible for the 

children of St. Paul's.  

À Nursery Care Provided 

S t. Paulôs offers 

nursery care as well 

as a speaker in the parish 

hall where the sermon can 

be heard. Please be mindful 

of those around you should 

your little one become 

disruptive during the 

sermon. 

À First Holy Communion 
 

F irst Holy Communion classes 

in March and April. Classes 

will be held on Sundays, between the 

services from 9:45-10:15am and will be 

facilitated by Father Shepley.  The class 

will began in March and will continue 

April 3rd, and April 10th. This series 

will prepare children to receive their 

First Holy Communion on May 1st.  If 

you have any questions, please see 

Father Shepley. 



 
À This Date on the Church Calendar 

John Donne, Priest, Poet & Preacher 
31 March 1631 

 ñAll mankind is one volume.  When one man dies, one 

chapter is torn out of the book and translated into a better language. 

And every chapter must be so translated.  God employs several 

translators.  Some pieces are translated by age, some by sickness, 

some by war, some by justice.  But God's hand shall bind up all our 

scattered leaves again for that library where every book shall lie open to another.ò 

Donne (rhymes with ñsunò) was born in 

1573 (his father died in 1576) into a Roman 

Catholic family, and from 1584 to 1594 was 

educated at Oxford and Cambridge and 

Lincoln's Inn (this last a highly regarded law 

school).  He became an Anglican (probably 

around 1594) and aimed at a career in 

government.  He joined with Raleigh and Essex 

in raids on Cadiz and the Azores, and became 

private secretary to Sir Thomas Egerton.  But in 

1601 he secretly married Anne More, the 16-

year-old niece of Egerton, and her enraged 

father had Donne imprisoned.  The years 

following were years of poverty, debt, illness, and frustration.  In 1615 he was ordained, 

perhaps largely because he had given up hope of a career in Parliament. 

From the above information, the reader might conclude that Donne's professed religious 

belief was mere opportunism.  But the evidence of his poetry is that, long before his 

ordination, and probably beginning with his marriage, his thoughts were turned toward 

holiness, and he saw in his wife Anne (as Dante had earlier seen in Beatrice) a glimpse of 

the glory of God, and in human love a revelation of the nature of Divine Love.  His poetry, 

mostly written before his ordination, includes poems both sacred and secular, full of wit, 

puns, paradoxes, and obscure allusions at whose meanings we can sometimes only guess. 

After his ordination, his reputation as a preacher grew steadily.  From 1622 until his 

death he was Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral in London, and drew huge crowds to hear him, 

both at the Cathedral and at Paul's Cross, an outdoor pulpit nearby.  His prose style is in 

some ways outdated, but his theme continues to fascinate: ñthe paradoxical and complex 

predicament of man as he both seeks and yet draws away from the inescapable claim of God 

on him.ò 

Various collections of his sermons been published.  Most anthologies of English poetry 

contain at least a few of his poems, and it is a poor college library that does not have a 

complete set of them.  His friend Izaak Walton (author of The Compleat Angler) has written 

a biography. 

À World Vision: AIDS Exhibit 

S unday we are visiting the World Vision 

Experience: AIDS exhibit. This event is 

hosted by Christ Church (Episcopal) in Greenwich.  

We will leave from St. Paulôs at 12:30 pm on 

April 3, Sunday.  If you wish to join us, put your  

contact information on the sign-up sheet at the back of the 

church. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0766150739/bookofcommonprayA/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

À Announcement Deadlinesé.. For the Sunday bulletins please submit your 

information by the preceding Monday  to bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points 

please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

All About YOU th!  

Youth Group Times: 

Sundays 

Jr. High 6-7:30 pm 

Sr. Highð7-8:30 pm       
    

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com


 

À Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 

ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

À Our Lenten Series Continues Next Week 

LIVING FAITH:  

EXPLORING THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIANITY  

O n Wednesday, our 2011 Lenten series 

will continue.  In our first two sessions we had about 40 

parishioners, guests and newcomers enjoying a delicious soup, 

salad and desert dinner followed by an exploration our faith 

following the teaching and direction of Anglican Bishop, N.T. 

Wright.  In the DVD presentation, Bishop Wright started us on a 

journey of what it means to understand our faith in such a way 

that we can deepen and share it with others.  Joining the Bishop 

are two other Christians, both of whom represent other Christian 

denominational perspectives. 

 The opening meeting led by Fr. Shepley covered the Story 

and Message of the Bible & The Hebrew Scriptures.  This weeks session was facilitated by 

Deborah Barackman and explored The World, Life and Ministry of Jesus & The Gospel 

Testimonies to Jesus. 

The series is an essential course for all Christians, whether 

seasoned or new to the faith, our Lenten study is especially 

designed to help one appreciate the unique Anglican view of 

approaching Christianity. 

Each Wednesday night will begin at 6:30 pm with a soup 

supper, followed by the DVD presentation and discussion, and 

will conclude at approximately 8 pm.  Come join us, and bring a 

friend. 

Next Wednesdayôs topics are: Paul and the Outward Move-

ment & A Brief History of Christianity; on April 13 - Christian 

Doctrine and Beliefs & Other Religions and Beliefs and on a 

Sunday morning TBA - Growing in and Sharing Christ & Living 

Christianity in the World. 

For those unable to attend on Wednesday evenings, Fr. Shepley is offering the same 

Lenten series on the following Thursday morning from 10:00-11:30am. 

Bishop N.T. Wright 

À Faith Alive Is Coming to St. Paulôs in November  

 

S t. Paulôs is having a Faith Alive in November and we need some folks to help us prepare for it!  Are you wondering 

what Faith Alive is?  Are you interested in a short-term ministry 

that will let you get to know more folks at St. Paulôs and that will 

absolutely, positively be finished before next Thanksgiving?  Come 

join us!  We will be meeting in the Guild Room on Sunday, April 10th after the second 

service at 12:00 pm to start preparing for a wonderful weekend November 11-13.  

Questions?  Canôt make the meeting, but interested?  Call Cathy Schrull: 203-788-3360. 



 

À Healing Conference, with Fr. 

Nigel Mumford  
 

T he Jesse 

Lee 

United Methodist 

Church in 

Ridgefield, CT is 

having a Healing 

Conference "From 

Fear To Freedom" 

God's Power to 

Heal Trauma with Rev. Nigel Mumford. 

The conference is Saturday, April, 2 from 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm. To register visit 

www.prayandsee.org or call 203-438-

8791. 

À St. Paul's Spring Clean Up Day! 

S aturday, April 16, rain or shine, is St. Paul's spring clean 

up day.  The time is 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.  All 

parishioners are welcome and needed.  We will be cleaning up 

the gardens of the Church grounds to get it in tip top shape for Palm 

Sunday and Easter. Please bring garden gloves, rakes, shovel 

and clippers.  Many hands make the work load lighter.  What a 

great opportunity it will be for fellowship and stewardship, so please come 

when you can, stay as long as you like and help us spruce up our Church. 

À Vacation Bible School 
 

V isit our volunteer table 

during coffee hour and 

Sunday mornings and see how you 

can help out.  Please pray for VBS 

' 1 1 ,  w e  a r e  s e e k i n g 

volunteers.   Interested individuals 

can contact us via e -mail (Marie -

m a r i e g 3 @ a o l . c o m ;  J e n -

jenfalci@gmail.com )  

À Erik Larsen at St. Paulôs 

This Sunday 
 

This Sunday, the Rev. Canon Erik 

Larsen will celebrate and preach at both 

services while Fr. 

Shepley wraps up 

his trip in Israel.  

 Canon Larsen 

at the Dioceseôs  

of Connecticutôs 

Office of Transi-

tion Ministry has 

been working 

closely with our 

Vestry the past two years after Fr. Bu-

chanan left and Fr. Shepley took over as 

our Priest-in-Charge. 

http://www.prayandsee.org
mailto:Marie-marieg3@aol.com
mailto:Marie-marieg3@aol.com
mailto:Jen-jenfalci@gmail.com
mailto:Jen-jenfalci@gmail.com


 À Liturgically Speaking  

Naming Sundays 

I n the older Service Books every Mass began with an introit or anthem, usually from 

the Psalms, which was sung or said as the ministers came to the Altar.  A common 

way of identifying most Sundays was not by something like ñthe Fourth Sunday in Lentò but 

by naming the opening word(s) of the introit, in this 

case Lætare (Rejoice).  Obviously this was only useful 

if one already knew when the various introits were 

used, and so it gave way to our customary style of 

identifying the Sundays of the year. In some cases, 

however, the parallel practice arose of naming a 

Sunday after a theme of the Gospel or one of the other 

readings.  Thus the Second Sunday after Easter was 

known as ñGood Shepherd Sundayò (in the current 

Prayer Book that Gospel, or another passage from the 

same chapter, is read one week later, and the title has 

been transferred with it). 

This coming Sunday, Lent IV, actually acquired two names this way.  The old Gospel, 

the feeding of the 5000 from John 6, gave it the name ñRefreshment Sundayò, and the old 

Epistle, Jerusalem the mother of us all from Galatians 4, gave it the name ñMothering 

Sunday.ò  The old LÞtare introit spoke of rejoicing in Jerusalem and of being fed from her 

breasts so it hinted at both themes right at the start; but it never came into the Prayer Book, 

and the Psalm from which it was taken was not included in the Psalm readings added in 

1979.  (It can, of course, be sung as an anthem at the beginning of ï or during ï the liturgy.)  

Cranmerôs Collect for this Sunday does express the refreshment theme, and remains in the 

current Prayer Book, but the latest reworking of the lectionary has removed the original 

readings for the day.  Refreshment is still hinted at in some of the readings, but mother 

Jerusalem can be found only at Morning Prayer in odd-numbered 

years.  There is a great deal in the new Prayer Book and its 

lectionary that I welcome, but in this case I cannot help but feel 

that we are left with only the ruins of an ancient tradition, and 

little that could be considered an improvement on it. 

Nonetheless, let us consider some of the customs that 

historically expressed these themes.  In some places rose colored 

vestments are used to suggest a little relaxation from the rigors of 

Lent ï this was rarely if ever found in pre-Reformation England, 

but Fr. Joe tells me that he found it when he served at St. Thomas in New York City.  In 

England it came to be celebrated as óMotherôs Dayô in the XVII century as a time when 

servants might go home to visit their families.  This was combined with the refreshment 

theme by having the young servants bake and bring to their mothers a simnel cake (a kind of 

rich fruitcake, often made with marzipan ï there are many recipes and one can be found 

here.)  The cake itself was originally an Easter treat, and it appears that the mother was 

expected to save it for that day, though I wonder how many 

mothers or children would willingly wait that long! * The 

practice later died out, but in the XX century the day became an 

official celebration, cake and all.  Alas, that too was lost in this 

country and we wound up with a Hallmark holiday instead.   
 Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 

* In the convent, simnel cake was the absolute BEST dessert served all 

year long.  We baked simnel cake the day before Mothering Sunday 

and the smell was heavenly.  The cake, itself, was served at the main meal and not one of us ever 

missed that meal.  It was also traditional to buy a bouquet of violets to give the Reverend Mother that 

morning.   Diane Amison-Loring, SIRette (SIRôs wife) 

http://www.food.com/recipe/traditional-british-mothering-sunday-simnel-cake-214666


 

À Your Prayers Are Requested Foré 
 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift 

up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for... 

.é.Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at 

Filosa in Danbury. 

é..Mary Perry  recouping from hand surgery. 

é..self-discipline, that we may keep a holy 

Lent, growing in grace and knowledge of the 

Lord. 

é..Larry Wanzer  for complete healing and 

rehabilitation after his knee replacement 

surgery.  

é..Scott Clayton, who is back in the hospital.  

Pray for healing and comfort for Catherine. 

é..Sharon Simon, healing of kidney stones. 

é..thanksgiving for Lynn Escedy's nephew, 

Josiah, arrived home safely from Afganastan 

recently. Give thanks and praise to the lord for 

his safety and his return to the USA.We salute 

Josiah for his service to our country and to 

keeping us safe. 

é..Nigel Mumford's father  had cataract 

surgery and the lens in one of his eyes did not 

take and he will need another in that eye.  Pray 

for a  new lens that heals quickly. 
é..Joe Hock had a total knee replacement 

earlier this week.  Pray a speedy healing, 

decreased pain, and no complications. 

 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 400°.  In a small dish, mix together the cheese and bread crumbs.  Coat 

a baking dish with the olive oil.  Dredge the chicken in the cheese/bread crumbs mixture.  

Place in the baking dish.  Top chicken with the remaining mixture and 1 tsp. of butter on 

each piece of chicken.  Bake for 45 minutes uncovered. 
 

Ingredients: 
 

4 - 4-6 oz. pieces of boneless chicken (not thin 

cutlets) 
¼ cup Parmesan cheese 

¼ cup bread crumbs 
2 T. extra virgin olive oil 

4 tsp. butter 

À Yummy Chicken Cutlets 



 

  

 

In Tune with the Music Ministry  

 

À All Things New 
 

Iôm declaring April ñAndrew Peterson Monthò at least for this small portion of Sword 

Points.  He has so many great songs for this time of year; Iôd like to share at least a few of 

them with you.  This week weôll look at ñAll Things Newò from the album Resurrection 

Letters Vol. 2. 

It seemed fitting to look at this song, since it directly relates to our Epistle reading this 

Sunday, Ephesians 5:8-14.  Specifically in verse 14, óThis is why it is said: ñWake up, 

sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.òô  Itôs a pretty powerful message, 

right in the middle of a passage instructing us on how to live as Christ. If you read the first 

twenty verses of Ephesians 5, youôll see that there are a broad range of 

topics covered, with the dos and donôts for living as Christ lived. 

While itôs easy to relate this message to a story of salvation, I want 

you to think about how it can relate to your daily life.  Itôs easy to focus 

on the big óahaô moments in our faith, but what about your day-to-day 

walk.  Are you living as Christ lived each and every day?  Probably not, 

neither am I.  Another Peterson song has the line ñwhat about the times 

when even followers get lost?  Cause we all get lost sometimesò 

The good news is that Godôs grace is renewed each day.  Weôre able to start each 

morning with a clean slate, and try again to live as Christ lived.  Thatôs the best part about 

this, and the theme of this song.  Come everyone, no matter who you are, or where youôve 

been, Jesus makes all things new. 
by Patrick OôConnors 

Come broken and weary,  
Come battered and bruised 
My Jesus makes all things new, all things new 
 

Come lost and abandoned,  
Come blown by the wind 
He'll bring you back home again, Home again 
 

Rise up, O you sleeper, awake! The light of the dawn is upon you 
Rise up, O you sleeper, awake,  
All things new 
Come burning with shame,  
Come frozen with guilt 
My Jesus, he loves you still,  
Loves you still 
 

The world was good,  
The world is fallen 
The world will be redeemed 
 

So hold on to the promise 
The stories are true 
That Jesus makes all things new 
(The dawn is upon you)  

�3�D�W�U�L�F�N���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�R�U 

All Things New 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57tnsby_4kk&feature=fvsr  


