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Sword Points 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Jan. 5 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Fri., Jan. 6 - FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

   7:30 pm - Holy Eucharist 

 Sat., Jan. 7 -  7:30 am - Men‘s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Jan. 8 - FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Mon. Jan. 9 - Annual Reports Due 

   4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

 Tue., Jan. 10 -    9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Jan. 11 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Thu., Jan. 12 - 7:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

EPIPHANY SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Friday, January 6th 

7:30 pm     Join us! 

T omorrow evening, Friday January 6th, we will celebrate the Feast of the 

Epiphany.  May this be a renewal of our call to breathe the atmosphere of 

"epiphany," and of genuine missionary commitment aroused by the manifestation 

of Christ, light of the world, sent by God the Father to reconcile and unify 

humanity with the force of love. 

 The name ―Epiphany‖ is derived from a Greek word meaning ―manifestation‖ 

or ―appearing.‖  Anglican Prayer Books interpret the word with an alternative title, 

―The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.‖  The last phrase, of course, is a 

reference to the story of the Wise Men from the East. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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Photo Contest for February 

Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are 

looking for a cover 

photo for our next monthly 

Sword.  The February issue  

covers Epiphany, Ash 

Wednesday & winter…..be 

creative.  Have fun.  Use 

your camera, your cell phone 

or borrow the church camera.  

The deadline is January 23rd.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† Annual Reports Due 

January 9th 
 

Reports from Vestry Members, 

Committee Chairpersons, and 

others to be included in Saint 

Paul‘s Annual Report for 2011 

must be emailed to: 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com 

by Monday, January 9th. 

Thank you for submitting 

your reports on time 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com?subject=Annual%20Report
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 † † † Monadnock Meeting This WeekMonadnock Meeting This WeekMonadnock Meeting This Week 

I n one week, the youth group will be piling into a mini-bus to head to the great white 

north for a weekend that is sure to be a highlight of the year!  The final plans and 

preparations are being made by the youth 

leaders, so here is what you need to know 

to get yourself ready: 

For Students:  We only have one 

Youth Group meeting before we head to 

Monadnock, and that‘s this Sunday, 

January 8th.  If you‘re registered for 

the retreat, please be sure to make it 

to youth group on the 8th as well so 

that you can get all the final 

information.  We also need your 

signed medical forms back by that 

night in order for you to go on the 

trip. 

 For Parents:  On January 8th at 5pm (same time as 

youth group) there will be a brief parents meeting for the 

parents of those students who are attending the 

Monadnock retreat.  During the meeting you will get 

information about the retreat including; what your child 

should / should not bring, how to get a hold of the leaders 

and your child during the weekend, and you will have a 

chance to meet the adult leaders who are chaperoning the 

trip.  What we need from you by the meeting is the 

signed and filled out medical forms.  If you don‘t already 

have these, please e-mail 

youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com to get a PDF 

copy. 

 For All Others:  We‘re always looking for 

support in various ways.  For this particular 

weekend (January 13-15) we could use some extra 

prayer support for safe travels, touched lives, and a 

whole lot of fun.  We‘re also looking for one adult 

(over 25) male volunteer to chaperone the trip with 

us.  This volunteer should be comfortable driving 

either a large SUV or 12 passenger van.  If you 

have interest in volunteering, please contact Patrick 

O‘Connors directly, pmoconnors@gmail.com 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

January 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

January 13-15th  -  MBC Retreat 

January 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

January 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 5th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

Bible Verses 

Sunday: Proverbs 3: 5 

Monday: Proverbs 16: 1-9 

Tuesday: Proverbs 29: 11, 14-15 

Wednesday: Proverbs 29: 23-27 

Thursday: Proverbs 24: 3-10 

Friday: Proverbs: 4: 20-27 

Saturday: Psalm 29 

Sunday: Mark 1:4-11 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:pmoconnors@gmail.com
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Fellowship ~ Food ~ Fun 

Pot Luck Supper 

 
~Saturday, January 21st~ 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Bring a Dish 

Bring a Friend 

Bring your Family 

Bring a Game 

 

~Beverages provided~ 

† Notice is hereby given of the 

228th Annual Parish Meeting  
 

N otice is hereby given of the 228th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul‘s 

Church, 174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 

22nd, 2012, in the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Priest-In-Charge will make 

appointments and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  Nominations may 

be made from the floor at the meeting.  Communicant members of the parish over 

sixteen years of age are eligible 

to vote at the Annual Parish 

Meeting. 

There will be the Traditional 

Holy Communion service at 8:00 

am and the Contemporary Holy 

Communion Service at 10:30 am.  

Sunday School classes will be 

held at their normal time at 10:30 

am. There will be no 9:15 am 

Adult Christian Education Class. 

The church will provide a 

special coffee hour for the 

parishioners prior to the meeting. 
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin practice for Christmas) 
 

Opening Hymn The Sinless One to Jordan Came 

Gradual Hymn O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word Tune: Winchester New 

Offertory Hymn Shall We Gather at the River 

Closing Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Tune: Es flog ein kleins Waldvogelein 
  

“Shall We Gather at the River” 
 

B ecause we are all human, none of us enjoys times of illness or suffering.  Yet 

during these times, our communication with our creator, God, usually improves.  

For many men and women, history has revealed that their times of closest walk with God 

occurred when the normal routine of life was turned upside down.  So it was for Pastor 

Robert Lowry that through his crisis, a great hymn was born.  He tells us how it all 

happened: 

 ―One afternoon in July, 1864, when I was pastor at Hanson Place Baptist Church, 

Brooklyn, the weather was oppressively hot, and I was lying on a lounge in a state of 

physical exhaustion.  I was almost incapable of bodily exertion and my imagination 

began to take wings.  Visions of the future passed before me with startling vividness.  

The imagery of the apocalypse took the form of a tableau.  Brightest of all were the 

throne, the heavenly river and the gathering of the saints.  My soul seemed to take 

new life from that celestial outlook.  I began to wonder why the hymn writers had 

said so much about the ‗River of Death‘ and so little about the pure water of life, 

clear as crystal, proceeding out the throne of God and the Lamb.  As I mused, the words 

began to construct themselves.  They came first as a question of Christian inquiry, ‗Shall we 

gather?‘  Then, they broke out in chorus, as an answer of Christian faith, ‗Yes, we‘ll 

gather!‘  On this question and answer the hymn, Shall We Gather at the River was born.‖ 

It was the great plague of 1864, in New York City, that had brought Pastor Lowry to a 

state of exhaustion.  He had witnessed the suffering and death of many of his parishioners; 

yet in the darkness of pain, there was hope—hope of a better life and a time of rejoicing for 

those who trust in Jesus Christ and that great ―Gathering‖ someday. 

† Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

.….Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving all congregations and people. 

…..Daniel and Ruth Hatch, complete healing and peace. 

…..peace and peacemakers everywhere. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Gabriel, who has MS and is facing serious surgery 

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

House of Prayer this month has 

been moved to January 14th due 

to the Pot Luck on the 21st. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K imberly Stein celebrates today!  Saturday is the big day for Michael 

Richmond & Nicholas Janofsky.  Daniel Hatch will be blowing out 

candles on Sunday.  David Franklin will be another year older and wiser on 

Monday.  Tuesday Chloe Fitzgerald will all be opening presents.  Wednesday 

Brendan Connors, David Chadwick & Ella Wanzer will be expecting your 

card.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdX7XXXBWO8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0ivnCeDg1Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQsWMyDQSD8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJyQuOE_qdk
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† Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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† Scholarly Speaking 

Epiphany Customs 
 

T here are many customs, in and out of the Church, that have grown up around the 

observance of Epiphany.  The Feast is important to both Eastern and Western 

Christians, but for the former the special emphasis is on our Lord‘s Baptism (we Westerners 

celebrate that on the following Sunday) while the latter remember especially the coming of 

the magi with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

The Orthodox liturgy for Theophany* includes a solemn blessing of Water with hymns 

and Scripture readings related to Our Lord‘s 

Baptism, followed by blessings of homes using this 

Holy Water.  It is also common on this day 

(especially in warmer climes) for Greek Christians 

to gather near water (ocean, lake, or swimming 

pool as available) and retrieve a crucifix cast into 

the water by the priest – this is not a worship 

service, but is regarded as a reenactment of Christ‘s 

baptism, and the divers as sharing in that event.  As 

shown here it has become a big event in the Greek 

communities of Florida. 

 In Latin America the Feast is commonly called 

―Three Kings Day‖ and is often kept as a secular – as 

well as religious – holiday, much as Christmas is here, 

and as the principal occasion for exchanging gifts.  In 

Italy, too, Epiphany is a time for exchanging gifts and 

here they are brought by 

La Befana.  According to 

legend she was an elderly 

woman who saw the magi on their way to Bethlehem and at first 

refused to join them, but later gathered up toys and candy and 

went to search for Jesus herself.  She never found him, though, 

and now goes through Italy leaving her gifts for good children 

and coal for the naughty ones.  A very similar tradition exists in 

Russia, where the old woman is known as Baboushka.  

Incidentally, Saint Nicholas has long been an important saint in 

Italy but only in recent years has he also taken on a role as a 

giver of gifts. 

A variant of the Orthodox house blessings is the custom of ‗chalking‘ the door of one‘s 

home with the initials of the three kings (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar) and the number 

of the year, all separated by small 

crosses.  Chalk 

for this purpose is 

blessed at the Eucharist on Epiphany 

and a short prayer service usually 

accompanies the actual marking.  Fr. 

Shepley tells me that he will bless 

chalk for this purpose at our celebration 

on Friday.  (Editor’s Note: Chalk up 

another one for the SiR+!) 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 

* Theophany is the usual Eastern title for 

the feast.  Epiphany means manifestation, 

while Theophany means specifically the 

manifestation of God (in Jesus).  

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

20  C  M  B  12 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Adult Christian Education 

A  new Adult Education series entitled, "A Step 

Further: The Journey In Discipleship," by the 

Rev. Dr. Peter Moore begins this Sunday.  We will 

meet in the Guild Room Sunday at 9:15am.  A thirty 

minute video will be followed by a class discussion.  

You may recall that Dr. Moore was our guest preacher 

for our 225th celebration.  Come learn afresh the call 

to Christian discipleship! 
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† Sunday’s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Baptism of Jesus 
 

Genesis 1:1-5 

I n our opening lesson we read the beginning of the story of creation.  God sweeps like 

a wind over the chaos and the formless void and begins to establish order, bringing 

light and separating that light from darkness.  This light precedes the creation of the sun, 

moon and stars and may be perceived as an initial 

revelation of God‘s character as the first step of 

creation is declared good. 

Psalm 29 

The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a 

thunderstorm: the Lord is mighty over land and sea. 

Acts 19:1-7 

In our second reading the apostle Paul continues to 

travel through Asia minor carrying the good news of 

Jesus to Jew and Gentile alike.  In Ephesus he 

encounters a group of believers who had received only 

John‘s baptism of repentance.  Paul baptizes them in 

the name of Jesus.  He then lays his hands on them and 

they are filled with the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues 

and prophesying as had others among those who first 

came in faith.  The number of believers was twelve, which could reflect a connection with 

the original twelve disciples, the twelve tribes of Israel, and the ongoing power of the Spirit 

of God evident in Paul‘s ministry. 

Mark 1:4-11 

Our gospel is the story of the ministry of John the Baptist, and of Jesus‘ baptism.  John 

tells of the mightier one to come whose baptism will be with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is then 

baptized and the Spirit is manifest.  A voice from heaven speaks to Jesus in words that echo 

ancient oracles concerning the king and the calling of the Lord‘s chosen servant. 

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

† 

Sermon Sermon Sermon 

ShortsShortsShorts 
 

To replay 

sermons 

follow this 

link for The The The 
Sunday Sunday Sunday 

SermonsSermonsSermons 

each week. 
"Man doth not live 

by bread alone; but 

by every word that 

proceedeth out of 

the mouth of God 

doth man live" 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Ingredients: 

1 medium onion, thinly sliced 

1/3 cup rice 

6 cups chicken stock 

1 lb. fresh mushrooms, washed, trimmed and 

sliced 

1 T. butter 

¼ cup plus 1T. dry sherry or white wine 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Fresh parsley to garnish. 

Directions: 

In a large sauce, 

combine onion, rice 

and stock.  Bring to a 

boil, then simmer for 

25 minutes. 

Meanwhile, melt butter 

in large saucepan.  

Gently cook 

mushrooms about 10 

minutes or until golden brown and most moisture has 

evaporated.  Add mushrooms to stock.  Stir in sherry or 

wine and season with salt and pepper.  Simmer for 10 

minutes.  Garnish with parsley.  Makes 6 servings. 

† Country 

 Mushroom Soup 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

A s Santa Claus and his reindeer are to the secular celebration of 

Christmas, so the three wise men and the crèche are to the religious 

celebration.  Even most of the non-religious (or non-Christian) among us recognize the 

symbolism of the nativity scene: it depicts the biblical account of three wise men from 

the east who rode atop camels and followed a star to Bethlehem, bearing gifts for the 

newborn Christ child who lay in a manger. 

The truth is, the Bible contains virtually none of these details.  

They have all been added over the years from sources outside the 

Bible.  

Mathew 2:1 tells us: ―Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise 

men from the east to Jerusalem...‖ 

That's it.  Matthew doesn't say how many wise men came from 

the east, doesn't mention their names, and doesn't provide any 

details about how they made their journey. 

It has generally been assumed that the wise men (or magi) 

were three in number because Matthew 2:11 makes mention of three gifts: ". . . they 

presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh."  The number of wise men 

is not specified in the Bible, however, and some Eastern religions have claimed up to 

twelve of them made the journey to Bethlehem.  The names of the wise men, Gaspar, 

Melchior, and Balthasar, do not come from the Bible and did not appear in Christian 

literature until over five hundred years after the birth of Jesus.  Nothing in the Bible 

says the wise men rode camels (or any other animal); they may have made their journey 

from the east on foot for all we know.  And despite the familiar lyrics of the Christmas 

carol "We Three Kings," no biblical source depicts the three wise men as kings.  (They 

were most likely learned men, perhaps astrologers.) 

However many wise men there were, and however they got to Bethlehem, the Bible 

tells us they arrived just after the birth and found the baby Jesus in a manger, right? 

Not quite. Matthew 2:11 states: ―And when they were come into the house, they 

saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him...‖ 

The wise men came "into the house," not the stable, and they saw a "young child," 

not a newborn.  This passage indicates 

that the wise men didn't arrive until 

quite some time after Jesus' birth. 

(According to Luke 2, it was shepherds, 

not wise men, who visited the infant 

Jesus in the manger.) 

To sum up: we know from the Bible 

that wise men came from the east, that 

they followed a star to Bethlehem to 

find the Christ child, and that they 

brought him gold and frankincense and 

myrrh.  We must look to sources 

external to the Bible to find the origins 

of any of the other familiar details. 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Lynne 

Donnelly, Ray Ferro, Bill 

Loring, Beth Miller, 

Patrick O‘Connors, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen, & 

Debbie Werneburg. 

―We Twelve Kings of Orient Are?‖ 


