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Sword Points 
† Reminder of Annual Meeting This Sunday 

T he 228th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul‟s Church will be held this Sunday, 

January 22nd, 2012, in the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  Copies of the 2011 Annual 

Report will be available at the meeting 

and will be sent by e-mail in PDF form 

today as well as being available in the 

“Members Only” section of our website.  

During the meeting Father Shepley will 

make appointments and elections will be 

held for several Vestry positions.  This 

year we are selecting a 

treasurer, a clerk, four 

vestry members and a 

delegate and alternate 

delegates to the Diocesan 

Convention and Danbury 

Deanery.  Nominations 

may be made from the 

floor at the meeting.  Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years 

of age are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.  We have updated the 

roll of members eligible to vote at the annual meeting and it is available to 

any member who would like to review it and make corrections before Sunday.  

For a copy contact us by e-mail at stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com, check it out in the 

“Members Only” section of our website or see the posted copy in the Parish Hall.  Please 

submit corrections before 9 am Sunday. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy 

Communion Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 

10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Adult Education Class. 

There will be a brunch for the parishioners prior to the meeting.  Please contact Linda 

Pendergast if you 

would like to help with 

set up, clean up or 

preparation of food to 

bring in.  Recipes for 

the egg dish are 

available.  We will also 

be needing breakfast 

breads.  Please make 

every effort to sign up 

as many hands make 

the work easier for 

everyone.  If you have 

any questions, please 

call at the church 

office. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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~POT LUCK SUPPER~ 
 

Join us this Saturday, January 21st at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
for a night of  Food ~ Fun ~ Fellowship. 

 

Bring a dish of  your choice ~ Appetizer ~ Soup ~ Casserole ~ 
Pasta ~ Salad ~ Vegetable ~ Dessert 

Beverages will be provided. 
 

If  you have a game you like to play, bring it along. 
 

Feel free to contact Pam Szen with any questions or offers of  help. 
 

Families & Friends welcome! 
 

1 Peter 4:10 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A10&version=ESV
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I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry  
 

I was there to hear your borning cry,  

I'll be there when you are old.  

I rejoiced the day you were baptized,  

to see your life unfold. 

 

I was there when you were but a child,  

with a faith to suit you well;  

In a blaze of light you wandered off  

to find where demons dwell."  

 

"When you heard the wonder of the Word  

I was there to cheer you on;  

You were raised to praise the living Lord,  

to whom you now belong. 

 

If you find someone to share your time  

and you join your hearts as one,  

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme  

from dusk 'till rising sun.  

 

In the middle ages of your life,  

not too old, no longer young,  

I'll be there to guide you through the night,  

complete what I've begun. 

 

When the evening gently closes in,  

and you shut your weary eyes,  

I'll be there as I have always been  

with just one more surprise.  

 

I was there to hear your borning cry,  

I'll be there when you are old.  

I rejoiced the day you were baptized,  

to see your life unfold. 

Last Sunday we welcomed 

Addison Laura Koniecki into the 

Christian family with the 

Sacrament of Baptism 
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† Links We Like   Counting Christian Noses is a lengthy and in-depth analysis on 

Christian populations worldwide by Peter Berger.  Here‟s a link to Episcopal attendance 

trends for 2006-2010. 

 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Jan. 19 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team , Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Sat., Jan. 21 -  7:30 am - Men‟s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Saint Paul‟s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   5:30 pm - Faith Alive Fellowship Dinner 

 Sun., Jan. 22-           Third Sunday after Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:00 am - Annual Parish Meeting, Parish Hall 

   9:15 am - No High School/Young Adult Bible Study 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Tue., Jan. 24 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   6:30 pm - Deanery Meeting, New Milford 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Jan. 25 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Jan. 26 - 7:30 pm - Music Night 

http://blogs.the-american-interest.com/berger/2012/01/11/counting-christian-noses/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+PeterBerger+%28Peter+Berger%29
http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/documents/Domestic_FAST_FACTS_Trends_2006-2010.pdf
http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/documents/Domestic_FAST_FACTS_Trends_2006-2010.pdf
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 † † † Monadnock Monadnock Monadnock 

SuccessSuccessSuccess 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

January 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

January 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 5th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 19th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 
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† Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 Valet Parking Attendants Needed 
 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 
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† Sunday’s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

 Fishers of Souls 
 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson, the prophet Jonah, following his ordeal in the belly of 

a great fish, receives a second summons to prophesy to the heathen city of Ninevah.  

Jonah preaches as he passed into the city, proclaiming repentance and predicting forty days 

before the city‟s overthrow.  The people of Ninevah believe God and 

respond to the prophet‟s message, proclaiming a fast and putting on the 

sackcloth and ashes that signify mourning and repentance.  In response to 

Ninevah‟s turn of heart, God determines not to destroy the city. 

 Psalm 62: 6-14 

 God is a rock and shelter.  The people are to trust in God alone. 

 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 

 In our epistle lesson God encourages the Corinthians to manage their 

temporal affairs in light of eternal realities.  It was thought by Paul and the 

early Christian communities that the time of the Lord‟s return was near.  

The urgency was all the greater, therefore, to keep priorities in order and to 

be cautious about attachments to this present world which may distract.  The time to labor 

for God‟s kingdom is now. 

Mark 1:14-20  

Our gospel records the beginning of Jesus‟ ministry: his proclamation of the coming 

kingdom and the calling of his first disciples.  After the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus 

returns to Galilee preaching the nearness of God‟s rule and the need for a change of heart.  

Two sets of brothers are bidden to leave their nets and become fishers for people. 

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

“All scripture is God-

breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training 

in righteousness.”  

† Stewardship Reflections 
 

“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to 

them, „What are you looking for?‟” - John 1:38 
 

W hat are you looking for?  It is a question Jesus asks each of us.  Are we wasting 

our time looking for the material pleasures of the world?  Or are our hearts really 

longing for something deeper that can only be found by spending time with God? 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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† Fishing the Old Hawaiian Way 

 

A Biblical Reflection for Epiphany 3,  Mark 1: 14-20.  
 

by The Rev. William Miller. 
 

“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” Jesus 
 

“A ohe hana nui ke alu‟ia” (“No job is too big when done together”) Hawaiian proverb 

 

T here is an ancient method of catching fish here in Hawaii called hukilau.  Like New 

Testament fishing, it is a collaborative process that involves a net, and a community 

of people.  It is not about the efforts of a single person casting a single line into the sea, nor 

is it about hiring a boat staffed with professionals while we sit back and enjoy the view.  

Rather, a team of committed folks, with different gifts, abilities, and interests, works 

together, pulls together, prays together, and eventually even parties together! 

There are at least five different roles in hukilau fishing.  The spotters are those who 

move offshore to search for fish.  The fishermen take the net out into the water and let it 

down in that place discovered by the spotters, where the fish are.  

The divers go below the surface to make sure the net is in good 

shape - not stuck, tangled, damaged or containing a potentially 

harmful creature like a shark!  The party planners are those who have 

made ready the feast (luau) back onshore.  And the community 

(everyone else) stands together on shore, takes hold the net and pulls 

together in the same direction. 

 The metaphor of hukilau fishing is a great way to think about 

how the modern church can share the light of Christ in the world 

today.  We are a community composed of diverse people, with 

different gifts, callings and interests.  But the end result of following 

Jesus is not simply our own edification, but the catching of fish - the bringing of people into 

the net of God‟s grace. 

In the kingdom of God, it takes a community 

to make a community.  Like the kind of fishing 

Jesus envisioned, it takes spotters - those aware 

of popular culture, the needs of the world, and 

opportunities for engaging real people.  It takes 

fishermen, those willing to move beyond their 

favorite fishing spots and let down the net where 

the fish really are, not where we wish the fish 

were!  It takes divers who will work behind the 

scenes and below the surface to keep things 

connected, healthy and working.  It takes party 

planners who practice hospitality, creating a 

joyful atmosphere that is inclusive and welcoming.  And of course, it takes everyone, the 

entire community, to take hold of the net that is the good news of God‟s love - standing 

together, working together, and pulling together in the same direction. 

When we fish in such a way, we engage in the mission that Jesus has asked of us.  We 

are bringing people to God, and we are bringing people together.  We are following Jesus 

and we are catching people.  In the season of Epiphany, we are called to move beyond the 

shores of our own enlightenment and become the light of the world.  It‟s a big job, but as we 

say here in Hawaii, “A „ohe hana nui ke alu‟ia” - “No job is too big when done together!” 
 

The Rev. William Miller is the Rector of St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church on the 

island of Kauai.  He is the author of the popular book “The Gospel According to Sam: Animal Stories 

for the Soul” and the forthcoming titles: “The Beer Drinker‟s Guide to God: Spirituality for Real 

People” and “NET: How Real Churches Really Grow.”  His weekly blog is found at 

www.fatherbill.net. 

http://www.fatherbill.net
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† What Did Jesus Eat? 

 

O ver the last several 

years,  with the 

increasing interest in eating and 

living healthier, the question 

about what Jesus might have 

eaten has become a popular 

topic of speculation.  In some 

instances we can discover the 

foods Jesus ate by reading the 

Bible.  For example, Luke 

24:41-43 states “And while 

they still did not believe it 

because of joy and amazement, 

he asked them, “Do you have 

anything here to eat?”  They 

gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

and he took it and ate it in their 

presence.”  However, this is one 

of the rare passages in the Bible 

actually showing us the types of food and drink Jesus consumed.  However, historians and 

archeologists have made educated guesses based on the foods known to grow in the 

geographical area and on customs and beliefs during the life of Jesus.  We‟ll bring you a 

different food or beverage each week that are some of the ones many believe Jesus likely 

ate in his lifetime. 

Aaron Tabor, MD is an anti-aging, weight loss, and nutritional cosmetic expert. 

 Editor‟s Note:  Recently we were asked who 

tests these recipes.  Be assured that they are 

all tried in our special Sword Point Editorial 

Board kitchen and tasted by 

some of our editors.  

Sometimes these creations 

are test marketed at Sunday 

coffee hours or church 

dinners 

Directions: 

Cream 1 cup of butter with 2 cups of sugar.  Add the eggs, 

salt, orange rind and vanilla.  Add the milk, flour and 

baking powder.  Pour into a greased 10-inch bundt pan or 2 

9x5 inch loaf pans.  Bake in a 350º oven for 1 hour or until 

done.  Leave in the pan.  As soon as the cake is done, 

dissolve 1 cup of sugar and ¼ cup of butter in the 

orange juice.  Cook for about 2 minutes.  Pour 

over the hot 

cake and let 

it set until 

the cake is 

cool. 

 

Variation:  

You may 

substitute 

lemon rind 

and lemon 

juice for a 

lemon cake. 

† Orange Pound Cake 

Ingrediants: 

1 c. butter (2 sticks) 

2 c. sugar 

4 eggs 

Pinch salt 

Grated orange rind 

1 ½ tsp. vanilla extract 

1 c. milk 

3 c. all-purpose flour 

2 tsp. baking powder 
 

Glaze: 

1 c. sugar 

¼ c. butter (1/2 stick) 

1/3 c. orange juice 

Pomegrantes 
 

A n early mosaic of Christ from the 4th century 

features pomegranates flanking Him.  The 

remarkable number of juicy seeds in a pomegranate 

symbolizes the many believers who make up the church 

in religious history.  The pomegranate is considered a 

“super fruit” because it is 

tremendously rich in 

antioxidants.  The pomegranate‟s 

antioxidants are thought to be 

responsible for the potential 

health benefits.  Research studies 

suggest that regular consumption 

of pomegranates or pomegranate juice can support heart 

health, breast health, prostate health, and skin health.  

Nutritionally, a single pomegranate provides nearly 50% 

of our daily fiber and Vitamin C needs. 

http://www.beliefnet.com/health
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† Scholarly Speaking 
Trusting the Scriptures - I 

 

Q.  My son has been facing some challenges in his NT class at school regarding the validity 

of the Bible. Can you address why the Bible is a reliable document for us to put our trust 

and faith in? 
 

T his recent question to the SiR raises issues that many of us have certainly been 

concerned about, and that can be answered from various approaches.  Perhaps we 

can best start by considering what a trustworthy Bible would be.  For me at least, it would 

be a reliable record of God‟s revelation of himself to his people in a historical context and 

including fundamental information about who and what he is, and what he wants us to be.  

This suggests two basic questions: do the Scriptures ring true as such a record, and do they 

reveal a God worth believing in?  Each of these questions opens up different types of 

objections and we can look at some of these. 

In our Prayer Book everyone that is to be ordained makes a declaration which includes 

the statement, “I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the 

Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation.”  Here, I think, we have a 

good starting point for an inquiry into the authority of the Bible: not, is it the authority on 

science or history; but, does it tell us about the God who underlies science and who acts in 

history in a way that both we and its original readers can understand?  Most objections to 

the truth of Scripture focus on discrepancies between the Bible and modern science or 

between the Bible and other historical sources. 

A common quibble is the creation story.  At first glance it certainly seems quite different 

from what cosmologists tell us (though much of what 

they say is still on the level of theory and speculation), 

but it seems amazingly close to what an observer on a 

primitive earth (had there been such a creature) might 

have actually seen: an awareness of light and darkness 

even though the early atmosphere would have hidden 

the sources, the solidifying of the earth and the 

gathering of the waters into seas and clouds, the development of vegetation, the appearance 

of sun and moon as the atmosphere cleared, the appearance of animal life, and finally the 

appearance of human beings.  Then in Genesis 2 we 

have a different (and probably earlier) story which 

concentrates on the roles of men and women.  I would 

add that the rib part of the story is best read as symbolic 

of the woman‟s role as a companion to the man, 

standing alongside him (and no, this need not be read as 

the whole of her life - or his). 

 It is when we get to Abraham that we move from the 

area of essentially symbolic legends to that of actual history.  Some of the common 

objections here have actually been demolished by more recent discoveries.  One still 

sometimes hears the claim that Abraham couldn‟t have had camels because they weren‟t 

domesticated until a few centuries later.  Archeological studies have found both 

documentary records and artistic representations of 

camels being bought, sold, and ridden on centuries 

before Abraham.  It is probable that they were rare in 

Palestine, and not bred there, in his time; but they were 

used on trade routes going through there and it would 

demonstrate his wealth that he could acquire some  

(especially since the story of Isaac and Rebekah shows 

that his relatives in modern Iraq also had them).  While 

there certainly appear to be legendary and symbolic 

(Continued on page 12) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Saints of God 

January 19 
 

Wulfstan of Worcester 
 

W ulfstan was one of the few Anglo-Saxon bishops to retain his see after the 

Norman Conquest of England in 1066.  Beloved by all classes of society for his 

humility, charity, and courage, he was born in Warwickshire about 1008, and educated in 

the Benedictine abbeys of Evesham and Peterborough.  He spent most of his life 

in the cathedral monastery of Worcester as monk, prior, and then as bishop of the 

see from 1062 until his death on January 18, 1095.  He accepted the episcopate 

with extreme reluctance, but having resigned himself to it, he administered the 

diocese with great effectiveness.  Since the see of Worcester was claimed by the 

province of York before its affiliation as a suffragan see of Canterbury in 1070, 

Wulfstan was consecrated at York.  As bishop, he rapidly became famous for his 

continued monastic asceticism and personal sanctity. 

Even though Wulfstan had been sympathetic to King Harold of Wessex, he was 

among those who submitted to William the Conqueror at Berkhamstead in 1066.  

He therefore was allowed to retain his see.  At first, the Normans tended to 

disparage him for his lack of learning and his inability to speak French, but he 

became one of William‟s most trusted advisers and administrators, and remained 

loyal in support of William I and William II in their work of reform and orderly 

government.  He assisted in the compilation of the Domesday Book, and supported William 

I against the rebellious barons in 1075.  William came to respect a loyalty based on principle 

and not on self-seeking.  Archbishop Lanfranc also recognized the strength of Wulfstan‟s 

character, and the two men worked together to end the practice at Bristol of kidnapping 

Englishmen and selling them as slaves in Ireland. 

Because he was the most respected prelate of the Anglo-Saxon Church, Wulfstan‟s 

profession of canonical obedience to William the Conqueror‟s Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Lanfranc, proved to be a key factor in the transition from Anglo-Saxon to Anglo-Norman 

Christianity.  William‟s policy, however, was to appoint his own fellow-Normans to the 

English episcopate, and by the time of William‟s death, in 1087, Wulfstan was the only 

English-born bishop still living. 

elements in the story of Abraham one strong indication that he was 

real can be found in the fact that he violated many tenets of later 

Jewish law, and I find it hard to believe that a later writer, creating 

the character of whole cloth, would, for example, have depicted him 

offering milk and meat together to guests who are shown as angels 

of God. 

Questions about the God of the Bible are often more challenging 

than those about facts versus symbols, and one of these also arises in 

relation to Abraham.  I have often heard, “I don‟t believe in a god 

who would send Abraham to sacrifice his son; he should have 

known Abraham was faithful without putting him through all this.”  

I can readily agree that God should be seen as one who “doth not 

afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men” (Lam. 3:33, but I suggest that this misses 

the point of the story: God was not trying to prove something for himself, but instead was 

trying to let Abraham see for himself that he really did trust God, and that his trust was well-

founded.  Other questions raise greater difficulties for me, particularly the destruction of 

whole peoples whether by natural disasters (the Flood, and the burning of Sodom and 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

Trusting the Scriptures  
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Alban‟s, Danielson; St. Luke‟s, Darien; St. Paul‟s, Darien; Ascension 

Mission of the Deaf, Darien 

.….Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Ministry to, with, and for the deaf  

…..Daniel and Ruth Hatch, complete healing and peace. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Barbara DeAnzeris, recouping from surgery. 

…..Judy, David Williams‟ mother, for increased mobility and healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for healing. 

…..peace for Bill Mayer and his family. 

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

Don’t throw out those 

soda cans or water bottles! 

W hen you are here at St. Paul‟s 

please look for this recycle bin 

in the kitchen for your used soda cans 

or water bottles.  

If you would like 

to drop off your 

soda cans or 

water bottles 

from home they 

can be placed 

here too!  The return 

money will be used to help support 

your St. Paul‟s Youth Group. 

     Thank You! 

† Let’s Go to the Video Tape! 
 

I f you have an old VCR that still works but 

you no longer want it, please donate it to 

the church.  Thanks. 

(That‟s right, we‟re still into the old 

technology!) 

"When you're down to nothing, God is up to something."   -Barbara Washington Franklin 

Gomorrah) or by the Israelites acting at God‟s direction (Jericho and other Canaanite cities).  

It is helpful to note that all of these destructions were predicated on the people involved 

being violently evil, and in many cases practicing forms of idolatry that were themselves 

evil such as human sacrifice (and the Abraham-Isaac story makes more sense against a 

context of such sacrifices and as a warning against them).  Harsh as it seems, total 

destruction also meant that in these instances Israelites were barred from enriching 

themselves either with slaves or loot which was also banned.  We also have the story of 

Jonah who warned Nineveh of its pending destruction.  Here the people repented of their 

sins and the city was saved - to Jonah‟s great disgust.  The different outcome here suggests 

again that serious unrepented sin lay behind the destruction in the other cases. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

To be continued. 

(Continued from page 12) Trusting the Scriptures  

Ed’s Eats Says…. 

Eat at the 
Brigadoon Café 

1 4  Ives Street 

Danbury 
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin practice for Christmas) 
 

Opening Hymn Jesus Calls Us; O‟er the Tumult 

Gradual Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised 

Offertory Hymn Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

Closing Hymn The Church‟s One Foundation 

 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

 

J ohn Ernest Bode was an Anglican clergyman 

serving a small parish near Cambridge, England 

when his three children, a daughter and two sons, were 

ready for confirmation.  Bode not only presided over their 

confirmation, but also wrote this hymn especially for the 

occasion - telling the children that the hymn included "all 

the important truths I want you to remember." 

The hymn was originally, "O Jesus, We Have 

Promised" - in view of the fact that more than one child 

was involved in the confirmation.  Changed to "O Jesus, I 

Have Promised," it serves as a fitting hymn of 

commitment for every Christian.  It not only reminds us 

of the promises that we have made to Jesus, but it also 

asks Jesus to protect us from the dangers and temptations 

posed by the world - and it reminds us that Jesus has 

made promises too - that Jesus promised that we will live with him in glory. 

We don't know what hymn tune Bode used in that confirmation service.  The tune with 

which we are familiar was written later by Arthur H. Mann, the organist at King's College 

Chapel in Cambridge for fifty-three years. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

E rin Williams, George Crocker & Kenneth Kumerle celebrate Saturday!  

Sunday is the big day for Oby Okwuka & Renee Castronova.  Christopher 

Gardner will be blowing out candles on Tuesday. Wednesday Noah Swanson 

will be another year older and wiser.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QThNEE1l3U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svgHDdzP5xY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqOnjmr9Ah0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=molBcp8S_Ng
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Photo Contest for February 

Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  

We are looking for a 

cover photo for our next 

monthly Sword.  The February 

issue covers Epiphany, Ash 

Wednesday & winter…..be 

creative.  Have fun.  Use your camera, your 

cell phone or borrow the church camera.  The 

deadline is January 23rd.  Send your pictures 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

January 25 
 

 Conversion of St. Paul 
 

P aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a 

Roman citizen, born at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey.  He was 

brought up as an orthodox Jew, studying in Jerusalem for a time under 

Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day.  Describing himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, 

a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 

11:1). 

 A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new 

Christian movement, and became one of the most fanatical of those who 

were determined to stamp out this “dangerous heresy.”  Saul witnessed the 

stoning of Stephen.  He was on the way to Damascus to lead in further 

persecution of the Christians when his dramatic conversion took place. 

 From that day, Paul devoted his life 

totally to Christ, and especially to the 

conversion of Gentiles.  The Acts of the 

Apostles describes the courage and 

determination with which he planted 

Christian congregations over a large area 

of the land bordering the eastern Mediterranean. 

 His letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal 

him as the greatest of the interpreters of Christ‟s mind, 

and as the founder of Christian theology.  He writes, “I 

have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in 

appearance: “His letters are weighty and strong,” it was 

said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his 

speech of no account” (2 Corinthians 10:10).  He writes of 

having a disability which he had prayed God to remove from him, and quotes the Lord‟s 

reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  

Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts 
 

L ast Sunday‟s sermon looks at the call of Nathanael and the connection to the patriarch 

Jacob.  Fr. Shepley looks at the similarities and differences between these two 

individuals while exploring the calling to "come and see" as the key to discipleship.  

To replay sermons follow this link for The Sunday SermonsThe Sunday SermonsThe Sunday Sermons each week. 

† Ladies Tues. AM Bible Study 

O n January 31st, the Ladies Tues. AM Bible Study will begin a new 18-week study 

on Hebrews with study books being distributed on January 24th.  The letter to the 

Hebrews reigns unchallenged as the New Testament‟s finest commentary on the relationship 

between Christ and the Old Testament.  Its stirring message will challenge you to live 

wholeheartedly for Him in every situation.  Please join us, whether you are new to studying 

the Bible or well versed.  Study books will cost approximately $8.00.  Please call or email 

Donna Betts to register at 203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com. 

† No Doubt, He Had Sword Points In Mind! 
 

"Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 

runner may read it." (Habakkuk 2:2) 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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† Where Did You Go To Church Last Sunday 
Danbury, CT 

 

L ast Sunday, a half dozen St. Paul‟s parishioners, Ray Ferro, 

Susan & Bill Howell, Lois Hunt, David Szen and Bonnie 

Wanzer, traveled all the way to St. James in Danbury to attend their 

10 am service.  The occasion was St. James‟ 250th anniversary.  

Most of us attended out of curiosity to see the Presiding Bishop of 

the Episcopal Church, the Most Rev‟d. Katharine Jefferts Schori, 

who was invited to be the preacher and celebrant. 

 We were excited to be 

greeted at the front door by 

a friendly face, Alvin Tuck, 

who is the brother of Linda 

Pendergast and Lois Hunt.  

Inside the gothic stone 

church, built in 1867, we 

found the sanctuary about 

3/4 full. 

 For the service, they 

rolled out all the “bells and 

whistles,” which included a 

brass quartet, timpani, 

organ, hand bell choir, full 

adult choir, ushers in “black tie formal wear,” and 

no less than eight acolytes.  Thankfully incense was 

excluded (editor‟s opinion). 

The words from the opening hymn seemed 

especially appropriate…“preach the word, lest the Church neglect its mission and the 

Gospel go unheard,” and we were delighted to look below and 

discover that this hymn was authored by our own Bishop Jeffrey 

Rowthorn. 

 The Presiding Bishop‟s sermon 

referenced 1 Peter 2:2 and the story of 

Quasimodo, named after a young baby 

left at the front door of a church (“Like 

newborn infants”) in reflecting on St. 

James‟ growth as a parish, starting in 

prerevolutionary America in 1762, 

growing and serving Danbury over the 

last 250 years.  Looking forward she 

declared, "This is a year of celebration, 

but it is not a stopping place.'  "We 

can't just camp out here waiting for 

either Armageddon or the Rapture,''  

The bishop continued that St. James' 

future rests on God's ever-challenging 

call to reach out to the next generations 

who yearn for "spiritual milk'' and 

recognize the need to be God's ambassadors through giving for the 

"betterment of the community.'' 

 Fittingly, the closing hymn was, “The Church‟s one foundation 

is Jesus Christ, her Lord.” 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 
 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Donna 

Betts, Lynne Donnelly, 

Ray Ferro, Anette 

Hamerski, Bill Loring, 

Heather Melody, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 

O‟Connors, Lori O‟Hara, 

Linda Pendergast, Ken 

Perry, Kirsten Peterson, 

John Sarver, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen, 

Bonnie Wanzer and 

Debbie Werneburg. 

† SAY A PRAYER  
 Little Johnny and his family were 

having Sunday dinner at his 
Grandmother's house.  Everyone 
was seated around the table as 

the food was being served.  When 
Little Johnny received his plate, he 
started eating right away. "Johnny!  

Please wait until we say our 
prayer." said his mother.  "I don't 

need to," the boy replied.  "Of 
course, you do "his mother insisted. 

"We always say a prayer before 
eating at our house."  "That's at our 
house." Johnny explained.  "But this 

is Grandma's house and she 
knows how to cook. 


