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W hen I was newly ordained at age twenty-five, I was often looked to by the wider 

church back in the day as one of those few ―Gen Xers‖ who was wearing a collar.  

In fact, I don‘t know what the statistics are today, but back then the word around most 

Diocesan gatherings were that less than three percent of the clergy were under the age of 

thirty.  As I look in the mirror (or at my driver‘s license) I‘m not sure where all that time 

went, but I am put in mind of that Pink Floyd song: ―And then one day you find, ten years 

have got behind you, no one told you when to run, you missed the starting gun.‖  Well, 

thankfully, I heard the gun of the Holy Spirit, and I have been running with Jesus ever since, 

even in the midst of some stumbles.  But I am all too aware that now I am no longer part of 

the young Gen Xers, as we now have a new generation of what are called ―Y-ers.‖ 

Generation-Y refers to individuals born between 1980 and 2000, more or less. 

As a whole, this group of young people has been slow to complete their education and 

slow to marry.  Many feel they have not yet ―hit their stride‖ in terms of work.  Many live at 

home with their parents even after completing higher education. 

They have grown up in a post 9/11 world, but few of them have served in the military.  

Around 66% of those who were old enough to vote voted for Barack Obama in the latest 

presidential election.  They are tech-savvy and have learned since childhood to ignore the 

ads that surround them on TV, on their 

computer screens, and elsewhere.  And guess 

what?  They have little use for organized 

religion!  As you perhaps heard me say to 

our large Christmas Eve gathering, made up 

of many people unsure about church on a 

regular basis: ―Hey, folks, no worries when it 

comes to affiliating with organized religion, 

as we are not organized at all!‖  But to be 

serious, the suspicion of anything organized 

and authoritative tends to repel Generation 

Y.  We need to know the cultural context in 

which we seek to reach out with the enduring 

love of Jesus Christ. 

In a recent Christian Century article, Pastor Bradley Hill describes Gen-Yers as a group 

that ―does not even notice the church‘s programs, flyers, and radio spots.‖  So the whole 

idea of ―how do we attract them?‖ is irrelevant.  You can‘t.  They are, on the other hand, 

intensely relational!  If they come to church, it is not likely to be because the music is 

contemporary – or traditional – but because 

some trusted friends are there already.  They 

love small groups, not institutions with big 

buildings.  They will not listen to our pitch, but 

they like being listened to: ―What nourishes 

your spirit?  Where, if at all, do you see God at 

work?  What gifts have you got that you want to 

share with the community you live in?  How‘s 

(Continued on page 3) 

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?  Run in such 

a way as to get the prize (1 Corinthians 9:24). 
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that going?‖ 

One young woman blogged these thoughts, according to a fellow Episcopal priest‘s 

report in a parish newsletter: ―Thinking about the early Christian church, as found in the 

book of Acts, it wasn‘t this massive building with a program.  It was a group of believers 

who met together daily to encourage and help each other.  The poor and rich pooled their 

resources together and gave to everyone as they had need.  They prayed for each other and 

worshipped God together.  It was a pretty grass roots, organic and holistic movement.‖ 

Our Sunday evening Vespers service is one community forming that allows for such an 

experience for our newer generation.  My prayer is that some small groups might form 

where Generation Y can connect and begin to put 

down spiritual roots.  In the meantime, for the Y-ers 

that are part of St. Paul‘s (which includes Patrick, 

Lindsay and our other youth leadership team 

members) we need you to help show us the way 

forward.  You have our support and prayers, and 

may God give us the grace to be open to what the 

church will look like as another generation takes the 

baton in this race of faith. 

 

 
 

 

 

(The Rev.) Joseph Shepley 

Priest-In-Charge 

(Continued from page 2) 

Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

Generation YGeneration YGeneration Y   



4  

 † 2012—St. Paul‟s Vestry 

Fr. Joe Shepley, Priest-in-Charge 

Phil Hannah - Warden Bonnie Wanzer - Warden 
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Brian Werneburg 
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Bill Mayers 

Jim Castronova 

Ken Kumerle - Treasurer Lois Hunt - Clerk 

Bruce Betts 
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† Ladies Tues. AM Bible Study 

 

O n January 31st, the Ladies Tues. AM Bible Study will begin a new 18-week study 

on Hebrews with study books being distributed on January 24th.  The letter to the 

Hebrews reigns unchallenged as the New Testament‘s finest commentary on the relationship 

between Christ and the Old Testament.  Its stirring message will challenge you to live 

wholeheartedly for Him in every situation.  Please join us, whether you are new to studying 

the Bible or well versed.  Study books will cost approximately $8.00.  Please call or email 

Donna Betts to register at 203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com. 

† Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts 
 

L ast week‘s sermon was about the prophet, Jonah, with not only an historical review 

of his life and context, but the connection to Jesus is additionally reviewed.  On the 

occasion of our Annual Meeting, an application of Jesus' redemptive ministry through us is 

related to Jonah's ministry  Follow the link below to hear Father Shepley‘s Christmas 

message.  To replay the full sermon follow this link for The Sunday SermonsThe Sunday SermonsThe Sunday Sermons each week. 

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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 † Ruth Hatch   1921-2012 
 

R uth Hatch died on January 18th.  For many months, Ruth had been battling cancer.  

Supported by her dedicated family and Hospice care, Ruth has now received the 

ultimate healing: unity with her Lord and Maker. 

Ruth was a long-time member of St. Paul's.  She and her 

husband, Daniel, were involved in the construction of our current 

church, with Daniel even taking part in the laying of the stone.  It 

would be fair to say that the Hatch family is part of the very fabric of 

our church, and they represent a dedication and consistency rarely 

seen in parishes today. 

I was privileged to spend time with Ruth recently, anointing her 

forehead with healing oil and making the sign of the cross.  I will 

never forget those words she uttered upon the close of my prayer: 

"Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful.  Isn't it all so wonderful?"  I 

said, "Yes, it is."  My sense is that Ruth's irrepressible optimism was 

borne out of her deep faith in God's goodness.  Her childlike 

disposition, particularly toward the end of her life, motivated me to reflect anew upon a line 

from the baptismal service: 

Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.  Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the 

courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 

wonder in all your works. 

Ruth departed this life as Christ's own, baptized and forever caught up in the mystery of 

God's glory, even in her suffering.  And now, may the sheer wonder and gratitude that 

marked her life increase as she beholds God face to face.  

I leave us all with the hope of resurrection victory as found in our Book of Common 

Prayer during the burial service: 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant to us your 

servants so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep 

peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies' sake.  Amen. 

Ruth's funeral was held at St. Paul's this past Tuesday.  Please keep Daniel and the entire 

family in your prayers.  May we gather together to remember a life so fully lived as we 

comfort one another and commend her to God's everlasting care.    Fr. Shepley 

Click here for a link to her obituary. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Jan. 26 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

 Sat., Jan. 28 -  7:30 am - Men‘s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Jan. 29 -            Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Tue., Jan. 31 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., Feb. 1 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Feb. 2 -            The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=ruth-hatch&pid=155553674
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† Something New on the Back of the Sunday Bulletins 

W hat‘s with the square code now on the back of our bulletins?  It‘s called a QR 

code (short for "Quick Response") and is like the bar code that you see on 

products you buy, except it's two-dimensional.  Smart phone users scan the QR codes to get 

linked to more photos, more story, or some other media such as a video.  In our case, it takes 

you to the First Time Visitor page of St. Paul‘s website.  Smart phone users 

download a free app (application) to read the code.  Then use the camera on 

the phone to scan the code, some green dots sparkle for a moment as it works 

and when the code is interpreted the phone's browser is launched and off it 

goes to the website.  If you don‘t understand any of this, don‘t worry, ask 

your kids or grandkids! 

 
POTLUCK 

FUN! 

One Good Potluck 

Deserves Another! 

Save-the-Date 

Pot Luck Supper 

Food ~ Fun ~ Fellowship 

March 24th  

By the way , don‘t 

play Mike Ecsedy 

in Scrabble unless 

he spots you at least 

125 points.  We are 

working up a 

Sword Points 

challenge.  Stay 

tuned. 
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Oratory of the Little Way 

T here's still time to sign up for the Essential Oils Workshop this 

Sat., Jan 28th.  Want to know how to enhance your physical, 

psychological and spiritual health? 

 Roseann Dennerlein leads this workshop and will give an overview 

of Scriptures that describe the use of essential oils for spiritual and other 

purposes.  Each participant makes their own oil mixtures suited to their 

needs.  The cost of the workshop is $20 plus materials. 

 Call 860-354-8294 or email oratory1@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:oratory1@sbcglobal.net
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† Stewardship Reflections 

“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties.” 

 - 1 Corinthians 7:32 

 

H ow many anxieties do we bring upon ourselves 

by constantly worrying about attaining ever 

more material possessions?  Yet, God tells us that only 

the hand that is open to give can also be open to receive 

His peace and joy.  A heart or a hand clenched in 

anxiety and greed can never truly receive anything. 

† Saints of God 
January 26 

Timothy, Titus and Silas 
Companions of Saint Paul 

 

T imothy and Silas are mentioned in The Acts of the 

Apostles.  Timothy‘s father was Greek and his mother 

a Jewish believer.  Paul chose him as a companion for his 

mission to Asia Minor but had him circumcised because the 

―Jews who were in those places‖ knew that his father was a 

Greek (Acts 16:1–3).  Timothy undertook missions to the 

Thessalonians, Corinthians and the Ephesians.  Eusebius 

counts him as the first bishop of that city. 

Silas is known by his Latinized name Silvanus when Paul cites him as his companion 

along with Timothy (1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1).  He was a prophet in the Jerusalem church 

(Acts 15:22–35), but also a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37–8).  He went 

with Paul and Barnabas to deliver the decision of the apostolic council 

in Jerusalem (Acts 15:1–21) that Gentile believers did not have to 

observe the law of Moses.  Paul chose Silas to accompany him on 

missions to Asia Minor and Macedonia where he may have remained 

after Paul left (Acts 15:41–18:5).  Tradition has it that he died there 

after some years of missionary work. 

Titus, a Greek, accompanied Paul to Jerusalem for the apostolic council.  

During Paul‘s third missionary journey 

Titus was sent on missions to Corinth 

from which he gave Paul encouraging 

reports (2 Corinthians 7:13–15).  Paul, 

who calls him: ―my true child in the 

common faith‖(Titus 1:14) left him to 

organize the church in Crete (Titus 1:5) 

and Eusebius reports that he was the first bishop there. 

These three are celebrated on the day after the Feast of the 

Conversion of St. Paul because of their close connections 

with him.  Though they were all young and inexperienced, 

they were entrusted with missions and matters that helped 

form the very life and history of the Church.  Faithfulness, 

love and devotion to Christ saw them through situations they 

could not have imagined.     † 
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Epiphany 
 

by Walter Brueggemann. 

 

O n Epiphany day, 

we are still the people 

walking. 

We are still people in the dark, 

and the darkness looms large around us, 

beset as we are by fear, 

anxiety,   brutality,   violence,   loss—- 

a dozen alienations that we cannot manage. 

 

W e are - we could be - people of your 

light. 

So we pray for the light of your glorious 

presence 

as we wait for your appearing; 

we pray for the light of your wondrous grace 

as we exhaust our coping capacity; 

we pray for your gift of newness that 

will override our weariness; 

we pray that we may see and know and hear 

and trust in your good rule. 

 

T hat we may have energy, courage, and 

freedom to enact your rule all through the 

demands of this day. 

We submit our day to you and to your rule, 

 with deep joy and high hope. 

 

From Prayers for a Privileged People 

Reprinted with permission 

Photo Contest for March 

Sword of the 

Spirit 

C alling all photog-

raphers!  We are 

looking for a cover photo 

for our next monthly 

Sword.  The March issue 

covers Lent & win-

ter…..be creative.  Have 

fun.  Use your camera, 

your cell phone or 

borrow the church 

camera.  The deadline is 

February 27th.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulss-

wordpoints@gmail.com. 

“The Sacred Walk” 

 

Grief Support Group 

 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 

of each Month in the Guild 

Room. 

7PM  

 

It will be a time of 

encouragement and comfort, a 

blessing to our spirit, heart and 

soul as we deal with our grief.  

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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† Scholarly Speaking 

Trusting the Scriptures - II 

 

T his time I would look at two other aspects of the authority of Scripture: the 

authenticity of the text, and the meaning of Inspiration.  We simply do not have the 

original documents for any part of the Bible, and yet, as Christians, we claim that it is 

inspired by God. 

When we consider that we do not have original documents for any 

ancient literature, and in most cases the earliest copies we have are far 

later, and far fewer, than the witnesses we have to the Bible, then this 

becomes a minor issue.  Our earliest surviving New Testament text is 

a fragment of papyrus (P52) about the size of a calling card containing 

portions of John.  Although tiny it is enough to tell us from its age 

(between 100 and 150 ad) and its location in Egypt, that John‘s 

Gospel was copied and read far from his home and soon after – if not 

before – his death.  Indeed, the existence of such a wealth of early 

documents has led to critical studies which take us behind the variants 

among them to a usually reliable reconstruction of the originals.  

Study of the text as such has been divided into ‗Higher Criticism‘ which seeks clues to the 

origin of the text we have (e.g. were various Biblical books first written essentially as we 

have them or compiled from earlier sources?) and ‗Lower Criticism‘ which tries to look 

behind the variations in the different manuscripts and determine the original text (e.g. Some 

Mss. of Matthew include the long ending of the Lord‘s Prayer, others don‘t, so was it 

original or did it come into the text later?). 

Scholars have suggested that the five books of the Torah combine four or even five 

different identifiable sources which can be distinguished by various characteristics.  One, J, 

is marked by regular use of the name Yahweh or Jahweh (usually translated as LORD) for 

God; another, E, uses the word Elohim (God); a third, D, makes up most of Deuteronomy; a 

fourth, P, deals with details of sacrifice and other Priestly issues; and the fifth, H, (often 

considered part of P) has as its theme, the practice of Holiness.  Many conservative 

evangelicals reject the whole idea, and many of those who accept it still differ as to whether 

these are real documents or strands of oral tradition, and as to how they were brought 

together.  The Books of Samuel and Kings actually contain occasional references to earlier 

documents (now lost) where the reader could find more details about some of the material 

there, and a classic example of how these sources sometimes meld badly is the two 

contradictory stories of David meeting Saul (I Samuel 16 and 17).  In this case the attempt 

to be true to contradictory sources bears witness to the overall reliability of Scripture. 

Lower, or textual, criticism deals with an examination of variant readings in the Mss. in 

order to determine the most probable original reading.  Criteria for this include the age of 

the of the various texts, the number of copies with a particular reading, and the way that 

each variant fits with the context.  Fortunately in the great majority of cases the variants do 

not affect the meaning but simply consist of variants in word order or the substitution of one 

synonym for another, while many of those that do make a difference can be readily 

identified as essentially typographical errors. 

Both of these lines of inquiry relate to the question of inspiration.  This teaching is 

widely held, though with some variations.  Essentially it 

is the view that God guided the authors of the Bible so 

that what they wrote would be a dependable expression 

of his word.  Many would relate this to the ideas of 

inerrancy (that the Bible does not contain any errors, at 

least on matters of faith) or infallibility (that the Bible 

(Continued on page 17) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 
 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-

profit save on expenses by donating our time to 

their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

 

 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

† What Did Jesus Eat? - Part 2 
 

FISH 
 

C hrist was cooking fish when first seen by some of His disciples after His 

Resurrection.  Fish is an excellent source of lean protein, an essential part of our 

regular diet.  Additionally, fatty fish like 

salmon, mackerel, sardines, lake trout, and 

herring are excellent sources of omega-3 

fatty acids.  The omega-3 fatty acids have 

been reported to have anti-inflammatory 

actions and consumption of adequate 

amounts of omega-3 fatty acids have been 

suggested to support healthy blood lipid 

levels, reduce blood pressure, and reduce 

heart disease risk.  Fishing was a common 

occupation during Jesus‘ day.  Christ asked 

Simon (also called Peter) and his brother 

Andrew to follow Him to become ―Fishers 

of Men‖ at the Sea of Galilee. 

Aaron Tabor, MD is an anti-aging, weight loss, and nutritional cosmetic expert. 

† Girl Scout Sunday is March 11th! 

T his year's celebration is special because the organization 

is celebrating 100 years of scouting.  Any Girl Scouts 

interested in participating should arrive at 10:15 a.m. in their 

uniforms on March 11.  Participating Brookfield Girl Scouts will 

receive a special Girl Scout Sunday patch.  Please have any 

Brookfield scouts interested in participating contact me, so I may 

reserve a patch.  My email is JohnRConte@msn.com.  M.J. 

Hartell-Conte 

http://www.beliefnet.com/Health/Healthy-Living/10-Foods-and-Drinks-Jesus-Likely-Consumed.aspx?p=3#
mailto:JohnRConte@msn.com
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† Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin practice for Christmas) 

 

Opening Hymn Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  

Gradual Hymn O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

Offertory Hymn Tell Out My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 

Closing Hymn Thine Arm, O Lord, in Days of Old 

 
“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 

L ast week we reported on Bishop Rowthorn‘s hymn that was sung at St. James, 

Danbury‘s 250th Anniversary celebration.  Click on the word below to listen to the 

hymn: 
 

Lord, you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the word.”  

Lest the church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard,  

help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity.  

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. *  
 

―Lord, You Give the Great Commission‖ is a skillful exposition of Christ‘s Great 

Commission found in three of the Gospel accounts, perhaps the most famous of which is 

Matthew‘s version: ―Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.‖ (Matt. 28:19-20, NIV) 

The five stanzas provide a thorough exposition of the scripture - a kind of sermon in 

poetic form - as well as a blueprint for ministry.  Stanza one states boldly the mission of the 

church: ―Heal the sick and preach the word‖ and ―witness to your purpose with renewed 

integrity.‖  The second stanza focuses on our ―service‖ which is to ―baptize and preach‖ in 

Christ‘s name.   The subject of stanza three is the Eucharist - a sacrament that offers all 

―liberty‖ by ―lift[ing] life heavenward.‖  Stanza four calls for a ―just society‖ through 

sacrifice that Christ modeled for us on the cross.  Having served in 

―faith and hope and love,‖ the final stanza points us toward 

―eternity.‖ 

The poet skillfully weaves a quotation from Christ‘s ministry into 

each stanza:  

• “Heal the sick and preach the word.” (Matt. 10:7-8)  

• “In my name baptize and teach.” (Matt. 28:19)  

• “This my body, this my blood.” (Matt. 26:26-28)  

• “Father, what they do forgive.” (Luke 23:34)  

• “I am with you to the end.” (Matt. 28:20)  

A brief refrain invokes the Holy Spirit to empower the work of the church in its 

ministry. 

The text, commissioned by the students of the 1978 graduating classes of Yale and 

Berkeley Divinity Schools, first appeared in a collection edited by the poet, Laudamus: 

Services and Songs of Praise (1984), a hymnal supplement used at Yale Divinity School. 

It was written for the majestic tune ABBOT‘S LEIGH, composed by Anglican priest 

Cyril V. Taylor (1907-1992), who held such distinguished posts as precentor at Bristol 

Cathedral, warden and chaplain of the Royal School of Church Music, and precentor and 

residentiary canon at Salisbury Cathedral.  The tune was named for a little village near 

Bristol where Taylor served in the wartime headquarters of the Religious Broadcasting 

Department of the British Broadcasting Company.  He composed the tune in 1941 for John 

Newton‘s text, ―Glorious things of thee are spoken.‖ 

(Continued on page 17) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lL0fIgaVZfY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUJazovyNaM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysTAfKfI0B0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkUtgNzDilI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbCu7EKloas
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbCu7EKloas
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbCu7EKloas
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbCu7EKloas
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

A llison Perry celebrates tomorrow!  Tony Arcamone will be blowing out  

candles on Sunday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

 

Valentines Party 
Hey Ladies, it’s almost that time of year.  Usually it’s guys only at the Men’s 

Breakfast, but on the day closest to Valentine’s Day, they clean up their act, 

dress up (a little), put tablecloths out with fancy napkins and flowers and serve 

some decent food.  So plan on coming to the Men’s (and Women’s) Breakfast 

on Saturday, February 11th at 7:30 am for some great food, fellowship, singing, 

prayer and some loving! 



 17 

    

cannot err, again on matters of faith).  I prefer the formula which I cited from the Prayer 

Book last week – that the Bible ―contains all things necessary for salvation‖ and the 

corollary belief that there is nothing in it which would prevent salvation – not because I 

reject the other views (I do not, though with some limitations) but because they raise 

problems which I find less helpful.  Most teachers of inerrancy, for example, apply this 

specifically to the original documents, and I see little point in having an absolute authority if 

we can only have an approximate idea of what it actually said; and essentially the same 

problem exists with infallibility. 

I actually take a broader view of inspiration, believing that the God who inspired the 

original writing of the Bible continued to be present in the tasks of copying and of 

translating which have brought it to 

us today.  One version of this view 

holds that the King James Version is 

actually the end result of the process 

(along with the particular form of the 

Greek text on which it is based).  For 

me, however, this simply means that 

while differences from that original 

can and have occurred, most of these 

will still convey God‘s truth (though 

some discretion is required in dealing 

with obvious errors such as the 

omission of ―not‖ from the Seventh Commandment [Exodus 20:14] in one famous printing 

of the King James Version). 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

I invite questions on related issues for future columns. 

(Continued from page 13) 

Jeffery William Rowthorn (b. 1934) was born in Wales. His education includes the 

institutions of Cambridge, Oxford, Union Theological Seminary in New York, and 

Cuddeson Theological College, Oxford. He was ordained as a priest in 1963 and served as 

curate and then rector of churches in London and Oxford. 

After serving as an associate professor of pastoral theology and worship for 14 years at 

Berkeley Divinity School, he was consecrated as a bishop suffragan of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Connecticut in 1987.  In 1994 he was appointed Bishop in Charge of the 

Convocation of American Churches in Europe, with his office at the American Cathedral in 

Paris. 

Bishop Rowthorn was a founding faculty member of the Institute of Sacred Music at 

Yale University in 1973.  In addition to Laudamus, his hymnological credits include A New 

Hymnal for Colleges and Schools (1992) - sometimes called The Yale Hymnal - edited with 

Russell Schulz. 

Bishop Rowthorn and his wife Anne were honored by the Convocation of American 

Churches in Europe with the establishment of the ―Jeffery and Anne Rowthorn Endowment 

Fund for Mission in Europe.‖  The Rowthorn Fund is dedicated to supporting development 

of new mission congregations in the Convocation and of youth ministry. 

He retired in 2001 after completing eight years as the Bishop-in-Charge of the Episcopal 

churches in Europe.  He is also the author of The Wideness of God’s Mercy (1995), a 

collection of 150 litanies compiled and adapted for ecumenical public worship, and Singing 

Songs of Expectation: Food for Today’s Pilgrims (2007), a collection of 22 of his hymn 

texts.  He has enjoyed a special relationship with St. Paul‘s dating back to his days as 

suffragan bishop and since 2002 as our DEPO bishop. 

(Continued from page 15) 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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The Healing 

Ministry 
offers short times of 

prayer at  

The 8 AM and 10:30 

AM Sunday Services. 

Once a month on 

Healing Sunday 3-4 

teams offer prayer at 

the altar. 

Classes are held one 

Thursday a month for 

the team.  Special 

retreats are held twice 

yearly.  The basic 

healing course is 

offered every two 

years for anyone 

interested in healing. 
 

† Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and 

well being of others and such a privilege.  The people that 

we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all time.  

Please pray for… 

.….Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Students returning to spring semester...safe travels and 

enlightened studies. 

…..Daniel Hatch, complete healing and peace. 

…..Immanuel St. James, Derby; Epiphany, Durham; St. 

Gabriel‘s, East Berlin; St. Stephen‘s, East Haddam. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Comite Hispano, Spanish-language Cursillo, Spanish-

language radio ministry. 

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, physically, 

emotionally, and spiritually. 

…..Preston Powell, fast healing and easy rehab after his -total 

Hip Replacement surgery. 

…..John Skewis, for miracle healing and a good outcome from 

his recent eye surgery. 

…..Ginny Beck, total recovery after her recent ulcer surgery. 

…..Rose Barrett, continued healing from eye surgery. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety 

in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

 

Don’t throw out those soda cans or water bottles! 

W hen you are here at 

St. Paul’s please 

look for the recycle bin in 

the kitchen for your used 

soda cans or water bottles.  

If you would like to drop off 

your soda cans or water 

bottles from home they can 

be placed here too!  The 

return money will be used to 

help support your St. Paul’s 

Youth Group.  Thank You! 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

January 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 5th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 19th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

February 26th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 
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† Sunday‟s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Teaching with Authority 
 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20  

I n our opening reading Moses promises the people that, after his death, God will raise 

up another prophet for them.  The people cannot face God directly but need an 

intermediary to speak God‘s words.  To him they must listen, for the false prophet who 

presumes to speak in the Lord‘s name will die.  In later centuries this oracle was interpreted 

to mean that God would raise up one final prophet to succeed Moses.  Some early Christians 

believed Jesus to be this new Moses. 

 Psalm 111 

 A song of praise to the mighty and awesome Lord, who is steadfast and full 

of compassion. 

 1 Corinthians 8:1-13  

 In this lesson Paul gives counsel to the Corinthians who are unsure whether 

it is permissible to eat the meat of animals that have been sacrificed in pagan 

temples.  Since there is only one true God, and such sacrifices are meaningless, 

and the meat can be eaten in good conscience.  Yet this understanding of the 

issue must not be treated as superior knowledge with respect to those whose 

consciences are still troubled.  Out of love it is better for those who believe 

themselves enlightened to avoid eating such meat rather than to encourage 

weaker members to do what they regard as sinful and so perhaps be led back into paganism. 

Mark 1:21-28  

In our gospel Jesus both teaches and acts with authority.  His teaching was more than 

interpretation of the law.  It was a proclamation of the possibilities of God‘s kingdom.  He 

backed his words with his actions.  Unclean spirits recognized him and submitted to his 

power to deliver a man from his disorder. 

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

† Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and  
New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all 
things necessary to salvation  

2 Peter 1:20 
Above all, you must 

understand that no 

prophecy of Scripture came 

about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation of things. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter+1:20&version=NIV
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February Lay Schedule 2012 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room. Thank You! 

February 26, 2012 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pat Brought 

Acolytes: O‘Hara Girls 

   Lector:   Genesis 9:8-17 Mary Perry 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Genesis 9:8-17 Betty Gardner 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

 

February 12, 2012 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Rich & Joyce Emmett 

Acolytes: O‘Hara Girls 

  Lector:  2 Kings 5:1-14 Mike Ecsedy 

  Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

  Lay Reader:  Susan Howell 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Stephen Werneburg 

Lector:  2 Kings 5:1-14 Rose Barrett 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

February 5, 2012 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pat Brought 

Acolytes:  Sarah Shepley 

Lector:  Isaiah 40:21-31 Mike Ecsedy 

Intercessor: Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader: Lois Hunt 

Lay Reader: Debbie Barackman 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Bruce & Donna Betts 

Acolytes: Rachel Melody 

Lector: Isaiah 40:21-31 Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

  Lay Reader: Ray Ferro 

 

February 19, 2012 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Norma Schofield 

Acolytes: O‘Hara Girls 

Lector:  2 Kings 2:1-12 Mike Kirner 

Intercessor: Mary Perry 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader: Lois Hunt 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Doug Melody/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes: Venus Okwuka 

Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-12 Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi6_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi6_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi5_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#OLDTEST
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February 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:00 AM Holy  

                 Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

2 
7:30 PM Mission   

              Committee 

 

7:30 PM Property  

              Committee 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

3 4 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

5     5 Epiphany 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.  Bible 

Study 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

6 
4:30 Christian Caring 

 

7:00 PM Stephen  

               Ministry  

7 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

               Study 

8 
10:00 AM Holy  

                 Eucharist   

                 and Healing 
 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 

 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

 

 

9 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  

               Ministry 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

10 11 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

12   6 Epiphany 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.  Bible 

Study 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

13 14 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible       

               Study 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

15 
10:00 AM Holy  

                 Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

16 
7:00 pm Healing Team  
 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

17 18 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  

                 Quilters 
 

2:00 PM House of  

               Prayer 

19   Last 

Epiphany 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.  Bible 

Study 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

20 President’s  

21 Day 
 

Parish Office 

Closed 

 
7:00 PM Stephen  

               Ministry  

21 Shrove  

       Tuesday 
 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

               Study 

 

5:00 PM Pancake Supper 

22      Ash 

Wednesday 
 

10:00 AM Holy 

Eucharist  and  

Imposition of Ashes 
 

7:30 PM Holy 

Eucharist  and  

Imposition of Ashes 

23 
7:30 PM Music Night 

24 25 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

26    1 Lent 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM High School/Y.A.  Bible 

Study 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 

27 28 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

               Study 

 

6:30 PM Deanery   

               Meeting 

(St. James, Danbury) 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

29 
10:00 AM Holy  

                 Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

 

6:30 PM Lenten Series 

   

14 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

9:15 AM Ladies Bible       

               Study 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† Links We Like   Ray Ferro sent this link about 

Herman Something or Other!  Peter sends this serious 

article about Christians in Egypt.  If you have some time 

on your hands Walter Russell Mead has a series of 13 

essays during the 12 days of Christmas that are excellent 

thought provoking reading 

† Caption Contest! 
We have a winner! 

 

By unanimous vote, our readers selected caption C.)  “Now, that‟s what I call a 

„Dirt Devil!‟” 

 It was submitted by none other than our own Father Shepley who wins his 

own turn blasting off with our Dirt  Devil.  Fr. Joe, the Altar Guild has been 

notified and they will let you know what day the greens come down so you‟ll have 

an abundant supply of pine needles to clean up!  We‟ll be sure to have a Sword 

Points photographer on hand to record the ceremony. 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

 

Chris Barrett, Donna 

Betts, M. J. Hartell-

Conte, Lynne 

Donnelly, Ray Ferro, 

Lori O‘Hara, Bill 

Loring, Beth Miller, 

Patrick O‘Connor, 

Linda Pendergast, Joe 

Shepley, David Szen, 

Pam Szen, Don 

Winkley. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4J944CDrXU&feature=share
http://bigpeace.com/cjacobs/2011/12/21/in-egypt-christians-endure-their-kristallnacht/
http://blogs.the-american-interest.com/wrm/

