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Sword Points 
†  Transforming Mission 

 

The 2012 Annual Diocesan Mission Conference 
 

L ast Saturday a half dozen St. Paul’s parishioners joined more than 200 others from 

across Connecticut and headed to St. John’s Episcopal Church in Stamford for the 

Diocese’s annual Mission Conference.  The multicultural theme of the conference as 

evidenced by its international lineup of keynote speakers, inspirational music and varied 

workshops all focused on “God’s Mission: Many Faces, Many Voices, Many Ways to Serve. 

After an organized 

registration our Bill and 

Cathy Schrull, and a 

group of talented 

m u s i c i a n s  f r o m 

Tariffville and Meriden, 

led convention goers in 

worships songs done in 

both English and Spanish in the impressive sanctuary. 

The morning keynote speaker was Rev. Fernande Pierre-Louis, Principal of Holy Trinity 

School, Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  Mother Pierre-Louis spoke of her needs in rebuilding the 

school and community after last year’s earthquake.  Starting from the ground up, they aren’t 

even at the stage where they are organized enough to have people come down and physically 

help.  At this point they need money for fencing to secure the property and the supplies they 

do have and to buy food to feed the students. 

Everyone then dispersed to attend the morning workshops.  The Diocese’s mission 

webpage is entitled “Mission Discernment” and ten different workshops provided enough 

choices to assist anyone in finding their mission calling.  From “Getting Started in Mission, 

to “How You Can Make a Difference, to Disaster Relief, to Financial Accountability, as one 

attendee commented, “the myriad of workshops offered and the invaluable information 

obtained from each missionary volunteer, as well as the 

dialogue and exchange of ideas that ensued amongst the 

workshop attendees, made for a wonderful learning 

experience for someone looking to embark on a 

spiritual journey of Christian missionary work.” 

 Pam Szen dropped in on Poverty & Hunger 

Eradication Through Empowering Rural Women.  This 

session was led by two parishioners from our 

neighboring St. John’s Church in New Milford, who 

shared some shocking facts and statistics that in rural 

areas, hundreds of thousands of people commit suicide 

where severe weather and drought destroy crops.  

Women spend 25% of their day fetching water.  They 

then tend to their family, cooking and care giving 

responsibilities.  If women were given access to sustainable resources, they could feed 100-

150 million people (this is half the population of the U.S.).  Many women and children also 

(Continued on page 2) 
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die of cooking smoke and now solar cook stoves 

are beginning to be used.  Pam noted, the 

primary takeaway from this workshop was to  

“Listen to what they need.  Often times we 

approach a mission opportunity with the idea that 

we know better what others need.  We can 

support others by way of our prayers, financial 

resources and establishing relationships.” 

Recently retired Lou Sanabria is looking to 

get involved and attended the “Getting Started in 

Mission” workshop.  Leaders Martha Hoffman 

and Don Ghostlaw gave powerful testimonies 

about how God led them into their respective 

mission projects in Uganda and Nigeria. 

A forum on Disaster Relief beckoned Lynne 

Donnelly.  Several experts spoke of how 

churches need to have prepared plans for their 

own communities and churches (ie. Tropical 

Storm Irene and other lengthy power outages) and how to help in more distant disaster areas 

such as Hurricane Katrina, the earthquake in Haiti and the recent tornado devastation in the 

Midwest. 

David Szen and the Schrulls attended Bishop Ian Douglas’ presentation on “Colonialism, 

Power and the Contemporary Anglican Communion” which covered the history of our 

church’s breakaway from Roman to England to the United States to the world.  In each case 

the “product” (Bible, services and traditions) 

were converted and adapted into local languages 

and cultural customs. 

 Lunch was an opportunity for meeting new 

friends and the further gathering of information 

by touring the many exhibits on display (St. 

Paul’s focused on our connection with the 

Diocese of Western Tanganyika and the Kasulu 

Bible College.  It is currently set up in our 

parish hall).  

 The afternoon session was kicked off by the 

Rev. Tracy Johnson Russell, Rector of St. 

Andrew's in the dangerous Newhallville section 

of New Haven.  Her church is making a 

difference by providing a "Your Place" safe after-school program for youth.  

As participants headed back to their home churches after a second round of workshops 

and concluding praise worship, many comments were heard such as, “This is my first 

mission conference and I must say it exceeded my expectations.” 

“The workshops reminded me of the need to listen – listen, really listen and not just hear, 

what other people communicate about their dreams, desires, wants and needs, and to 

prayerfully consider what we might do in response.”  

“Of course, even more important is for us to listen to how God is calling us to respond. I 

was reminded that God’s timeframe for events frequently does not conform to my desired 

timeframe. In my haste to “get it done now,” I often fail to listen to the guidance God is 

offering me. I need to take a breath, let go of my need for immediacy, and allow things to 

happen in God’s time.” 

“I am reminded me of the importance of prayer and discernment in the life of a parish!” 

The powerful day was inspiring, guiding attendees toward their missionary calling and 

hopefully motivating that inspiration to action. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

A lyssa Allen, James Beck & Spencer Mannion celebrate today!  

Saturday is the big day for Benjamin Chaleski & Deborah 

Werneburg.  David Werneburg will spring forward to blow out his candles 

on Sunday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Mar. 8 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series 

   1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., Mar. 10 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   8:00 am - Vestry Workshop, Guild Room 

   11:15 am - Newcomers Welcome Class, Guild Room 

 Sun., Mar. 11 -            Third Sunday in Lent 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers 

 Tue., Mar. 13 -    9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Mar. 14 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Parish Hall 

 Thu., Mar. 15 - 10:00 am - Lenten Series, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

†  This Story Takes The Cake! 

Y ou could call this story “Cake Evangelism at Its Best.” 

This past Sunday, I brought a special cake for my turn to supply goodies for coffee 

hour after first service.  The cake had the inscription Ephesians 5: 21-33.  It was to celebrate 

the day in 1978 when George Schofield brought out his Bible and read 

those verses to me as we were sitting by a waterfall in a park in Caracas, 

Venezuela.  We always celebrated that day rather than February 14th and 

since his death I've chosen to celebrate the good times rather than the 

unhappy ones. 

 That scripture made us realize that God 

had given us the right to marry each other. 

 I printed out the instructions for the 

baker last week since I wanted to leave no margin for error.  

He looked at it and asked what it was.  I told him it was a 

Bible verse.  When I picked up the cake on Sunday morning 

he told me with a smile that he had looked up the scripture 

and read it.  I asked him if he was married.  He said no but 

he was working on it.  I took the opportunity to tell him that if he followed Paul’s advice in 

the scripture, he’d be sure of a happy marriage.             By Norma Schofield 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205:%2021-33&version=NASB
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†  WHEN GOD TWEETS YOU 

by  
Carol Barrett Woien (@KarolineBarrett on Twitter) 

 

S lightly peeved at getting another rejection from an agent I was sure was going to 
LOVE my recently completed novel, I tweeted to my 

followers: “Hmmm.  Looks like I am going to have to think about 
self-publishing THE ART OF BEING REBEKKAH. Getting so many 
rejections.”  Two seconds later this tweet from St. Paul’s came 
my way: “Hang in there.  There's one rejection you'll never get.”    

Nine little words, well under Twitter’s 140 character limit, 
but in those words I heard God speaking to me.  On Twitter!  
Then came a question from St. Paul’s as to whether I had any 
shorts appropriate for Sword Points.  I assumed they meant a 
piece of literature, not actual shorts.  Which was also weird 
because I don’t do non-fiction.  Ever. 

I say weird because last week lyrics from a song I thought were so wrong got me 
wondering if I could write a piece on them for Sword Points.  The lyrics are from Bette 
Midler’s version of “From A Distance”: God is watching us. God is watching us. God is 
watching us from a distance.  Really?  How impersonal and removed.  That doesn’t sound 
like God.  I much prefer the words of  Maeve’s song “Tell It To Jesus”:  There’s no other 
friend or brother.  It’s hard to convey how great this song is since I don’t sing either, but I 
recommend everyone listen to it. 

 God didn’t have to knock me off a donkey to get me to believe in 
Him, so I’ve never had a “come to Jesus” moment.  I’ve always 
experienced Him in little ways.  The time He gave me a window into 
heaven, showing me my father was better than okay after he died, and 
the time I was up at 3:00 a.m. worrying about a math problem at work, 
and He made me see the answer clear as day.  Or night rather, as it was 
still dark out.  Would a distant God care about my math problem? 
 I love the image of Jesus as a friend and brother.  Rather than a God 
who is observing us from a distance, I prefer my Jesus brother, who at 
times rolls his eyes at me, and has to get out the book with Plan D in it 

for me because I’ve messed up Plans A, B, and C.  Hope He has a book with Plan E. 
I’m not sure where I am going with this (I did warn you I don’t do non-fiction), except to 

say thank you, St. Paul’s for your tweet reminding me that we’ll never be rejected by God.  
And if any literary agents are reading this, tweet me.  Please! 

You can follow St. 

Paul’s on Twitter 

@stpaulsb 

†  Transforming Stewardship 

    “You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the 

shape of anything…” 

 - Exodus 20:4 
 

H ave you created idols for yourself in 

different shapes?  An idol can be in the 

shape of money, sports, fashion, travel, or 

anything else we value more than God and His 

Word to us. 

http://karolinebarrett.com/
http://karolinebarrett.com/art-of-being-rebekkah
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDSh5wUtXt4
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, April 7th at 10 - 11:30 am for 

children pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be accepting 

donations of wrapped candy and would love some 

help with this fun event.  If you would like to 

help with planning a craft for the children, 

making a simple snack for the children to 

enjoy, please contact either Heather Melody 

or Lori O'Hara. 



6  

 

†  Leave the Money on the Altar, Already! 
 

By JR Lander 
 

I  have noticed a pet liturgical peeve among many stewardship thinkers and 

theologians, myself humbly included.  We get downright irritated if a Eucharist does 

not include a monetary offering, and if that offering is not left on the Altar for the 

Eucharistic Prayer.  Sometimes people are surprised, even shocked, at how rigid we may be 

on these opinions.  In my own ministry, this has even been a source of discomfort for some 

people in my congregation.  But I believe it is an important statement of faith, commitment, 

and stewardship. 

I haven't always been so firm about this.  When I was 

in seminary, I thought just the opposite.  I thought that the 

money not only cluttered up the altar for the Eucharistic 

celebration, but put too much emphasis on money and its 

role in the church.  It was only through working with the 

Bishop in the Diocese of Olympia, The Rt. Rev. Greg 

Rickel, and our late Canon for Stewardship and Planned 

Giving, Carl Knirk, that my understanding began to 

change.  I noticed that Greg always leaves the monetary 

offering on the altar through the Eucharistic Prayer.  And 

it was after Carl Knirk's death, when we celebrated his life 

and resurrection, where I first saw an offering taken at a 

funeral, that I really began to appreciate the importance of the monetary offering. 

I now believe that if we remove the monetary offering from the Eucharist, we are 

ignoring the profound nature of the liturgical act.  In the Eucharist, the mundane is made 

profound.  We bring forth bread and wine, mundane human creations.  Through our 

gathered community, and the mysteries of our faith, these mundane items are made holy.  

They become for us the body and blood of 

Christ, unite us to Christ, and make us one 

with all faithful in all time and place.  These 

simple creations of human hands become 

profound instruments of God's blessing and 

grace. 

 We as human beings, mundane creatures 

of this world, are made holy as well.  

Through the presence of the Spirit in our 

midst, and the taking of this bread and wine, 

we are united as Christ's Holy Body, called to 

be his hands and heart in this world.  In our 

imperfectness, sinfulness, and fallenness, we 

together become something amazing and 

miraculous.  We become an instrument by 

which all of the world can experience the 

redemption love and compassion of the 

Divine. 

The monetary offering is similar.  In our culture, we often think about money in terms of 

being bad, or dirty.  And certainly, much evil has been done with and in the name of money 

and wealth.  But money is just money.  It is not bad or good.  It is not ethical or unethical.  It 

is not moral or immoral.  It just is.  It is a creation of our hands and minds.  It is a 

quantification (though highly imperfect) of the multitude of blessings that surround us.  It is 

the choices that we as humans make with money that are bad or good, ethical or unethical.  

(Continued on page 7) 

“We will change the liturgical 

practice of removing it starting 

Sunday!  I leave it on 

Wednesday mornings without 

really thinking about it, but 

consistency is now called for.” 

 - Fr. Joe+ 

http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=15
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In the Eucharist, when we bring this money forward, it is blessed and made holy.  It is the 

mundane made profound.  Through the mystery of the Church, it is used to further God's 

mission and ministry in this world. 

But perhaps the monetary offering is even more important.  Perhaps the monetary 

offering is representative of the bread, the wine, and ourselves.  Greg Rickel often talks 

about money as representing the work of our hands.  In the early church, the bread and wine 

were literally made by the people.  Wine in our communities is rarely the product of the 

hands of the faithful.  Bread, fortunately, is again increasingly made by members of our 

churches.  But it is still not as powerful a symbol as it once was.  But money is the most 

striking symbol we have of our own work and lives.  Money is what other people pay us for 

our time or our skill.  Money is the currency by which we are reimbursed for how we use 

the skills we have been given.  Money in the Eucharist is symbolic of us - of our time, our 

talent, and our very sweat. 

When we bring that money forward, we are bringing ourselves.  We are allowing 

ourselves to be made holy.  We are asking God, through our community of faith, to make 

the mundane profound - to make the imperfect creations of our mortal lives into something 

holy, amazing, miraculous, and transformative. 

So leave the money on the altar, already! 
The Rev. JR Lander is Vicar of St. Columba's Episcopal 

Church, Kent, Washington, and vice-president of the board of 

(Continued from page 6) Leave the Money on the Altar, Already! 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Lord Jesus, Sun of Righteousness  Tune: St. Anne 

Gradual Hymn O Christ, the Word Incarnate  

Offertory Hymn Be Thou My Vision 

Closing Hymn Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel 

 

Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel 
 

W illiam Boyd Carpenter (1841-1918) was educated at St. 

Catherine’s College, Cambridge (BA 1864).  Carpenter was 

ordained by Archbishop Longley. He cultivated royalty, becoming 

chaplain to Queen Victoria and Clerk to the Closet of Edward VII and 

George V.  He served as Bishop of Ripon from 1884 -1911.  Among 

other things, he ran his own Clergy School where he gave tuition in 

preaching; among his pupils was Studdert-Kennedy (see page 15).  

Carpenter advocated a national system for old age pensions long before 

it became practical politics, and founded the Victoria Fund to provide 

pensions for the clergy.  He is buried at Westminster Abbey, London. 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

Vespers is a time of 

worship and 

fellowship, with quiet 

moments to pray, and 

some upbeat music to 

lift our spirits.   

The Vespers service on March 25th will 

include Holy Communion. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW11J_v8BL0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KV4af47IGCo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XZ3ja-quhA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXjg1mL6NIQ
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/s/t/u/studdert-kennedy_ga.htm
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 †  Breaking News:  Being Good Does Not Save You 
 

by Mari-Anna Stålnacke  
 

I  have always wondered why people insist that Christianity is about being good.  That 

all decent, good people are going heaven.  Hence our salvation would be based on 

works or our behavior.  But the Bible is telling us the polar opposite: 

You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith.  This salvation is God’s gift.  It’s 

not something you possessed.  It’s not something you did that you can be proud of.  Instead, 

we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things.  God planned for 

these good things to be the way that we live our lives. (Eph.2: 8-10, CEB) 

We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  Salvation is a gift.  Faith is a gift.  

Grace is a gift.  Jesus is a gift.  It’s all God’s work from start to finish.  Even the idea is 

God’s.  Our role is to receive these gifts and believe.  Like Lewis Sperry Chafer has stated 

“Anyone can devise a plan by which good people may 

go to Heaven.  Only God can devise a plan whereby 

sinners, who are His enemies, can go to Heaven.” 

However, we know that a person isn’t made 

righteous by the works of the Law but rather through 

the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  We ourselves believed 

in Christ Jesus so that we could be made righteous by 

the faithfulness of Christ and not by the works of the 

Law - because no one will be made righteous by the 

works of the Law. (Gal. 2: 16, CEB, emphasis added) 

We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Not by being good and doing good.  That will come later, when the Holy Spirit 

works in and through us.  God has planned great things for us to do when we are inspired 

and empowered by the Spirit.  Those works are fruit of the Spirit and we will always be just 

vessels of God’s grace.  But those works don’t save us, only faith in Jesus does. 

I died to the Law through the Law, so that I could live for God.  I have been crucified 

with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  And the life that I now live in my 

body, I live by faith, indeed, by the faithfulness of God’s Son, who loved me and gave himself 

for me.  I don’t ignore the grace of God, because if we become righteous through the Law, 

then Christ died for no purpose. (Gal. 2: 19-21, CEB) 

We have been co-crucified with Christ.  When we receive God’s grace, we are saved 

through our faith in Jesus.  Then it is not us but Christ doing those good deeds.  We can only 

boast in the cross.  We can only brag about God’s grace.  And even that is free for all. 

If we say that Christianity is about being good and all the good people are going to 

heaven, we are making the crucifixion unnecessary.  We are ignoring God’s grace, 

downgrading the power and meaning of the blood of Christ.  Lord, have mercy! 

There is a reason why God sent his only Son to die for our sins.  We could not do it on 

our own.  There is a reason why God raised his Son from death.  We could not do it on our 

own.  There is a reason why we are saved only by God’s grace through faith in Christ Jesus.  

We could not do it on our own. 

We are not saved by being good.  We are 

saved by grace through faith in Jesus.  Thanks 

be to God! 

Q4U: How does God’s salvation 

plan make you feel? 

Be blessed, my fellow pilgrim, as 

you embrace God’s free gifts for you 

and put them in practice! 

G racious God, 

Thank you for your amazing gifts: 

grace, faith, salvation. 

We receive, cleanse us inside out. 

We believe, increase our faith. 

We are free, fill us with joy. 

Send the Holy Spirit to ignite 

the sacred fire in us. 

May Your will happen in our lives. 

Use us for your glory. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen 

http://www.flowingfaith.com/2012/02/being-good-does-not-save-you.html
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

St. Paul’s Quilters 
 

 have changed 

their meeting 

this month 

from the 17th 

to the 31st. 

†  Marriage Course 

The Marriage Course will 

be offered this spring. 

More info 

to follow. 

† Where Did You Go To Church Last 

Sunday 
St. Paul’s, Key West, Florida 

 

O ver the President’s Day weekend we noticed a 10% 

drop in our attendance at the 8 am service.  This was 

the result of all seven members of the O’Hara family heading 

down to Key West for some sun and fun.  

One thing Key West is known for, and 

they have a marker for all the tourists, is 

they are the southern most point in the 

continental United States.  And, in their 

travels the O’Hara’s found the southern 

most St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in the 

United States.  The historic church was 

founded in 1831.  The current building completed in 1919 is their 

fourth.  The first three were destroyed by a hurricane, a fire and 

another hurricane.  Alas, all good vacations must come to an end, and 

the O’Hara’s had to return to the northern most St. Paul’s Church in Brookfield, CT, which 

meant our attendance jumped 10% at the early service last week. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Holy Smoke! 
 

A s you will see in a few moments, my selection of this topic started with my 

following “Lent Madness”* which I recommended to you two weeks ago as an 

exercise for Lent.  (See, sometimes I even follow my own advice!)  At any rate, in case you 

haven’t already guessed, my topic today is incense.  If you really dislike the stuff so much 

that it incenses you to even think about it, then you are excused from reading the rest, but if 

you do read on you might find some things of interest, even though you might still be 

bothered by the smell. 

 Although he was already deceased when I was in seminary, Fr. Pottle who 

had been the Sub dean there was still remembered for some of his pithy 

comments; one of these was “The Bible only mentions two smells in the next 

world, brimstone and incense, and you might as well start getting used to one 

of them.”†  Both of these also occur in this world, of course, and ironically, 

the self-lighting charcoal that is usually used with incense has a bit of sulfur in 

it to help it burn, so if you really pay attention when the fire is just starting 

you can get used to both of them at once. 

 Although we associate the use of incense particularly with the Roman and 

Eastern Churches and with “High Church” parishes it is interesting to note 

that it never completely disappeared from general Anglican usage.  Surviving Church 

Wardens’ records from the time of Elizabeth I on record periodic expenditures for incense 

to ‘sweeten’ the church and while its use was infrequent in most places it was also not 

considered strange.  It was practical in a time when less pleasant odors were not uncommon 

in churches, and the Biblical associations with a pure offering (Malachi 1:11) and with 

prayer (Revelation 8:1-4) gave it a symbolic and spiritual value as well. 

Turning back now to Lent Madness, I write this on Tuesday when the matchup is 

between St. James the Greater and Deitrich Bonhoeffer.  One of the user comments 

provided a U-Tube link to the Cathedral at Santiago (Spanish for St. James, and the place of 

his tomb) and the use of incense there.  The Cathedral possesses one of the world’s largest 

censers, weighing about 175 pounds and standing more than five feet high, and takes eight 

grown men to swing it.   Click here for an unbelievable link showing it during a service!  

will get you there, and when you arrive you will find more videos on the subject.  This link 

features Pope Benedict’s visit to Santiago and shows his own delight in the proceeding.  The 

censer is known there as ‘botafumeiro’ and a simple search on the word will bring up a good 

deal of information on it.  For example in 1499 Catherine of Aragon stopped at the 

Cathedral on her way to England to marry Prince Arthur (he died soon after and she then 

married the future Henry VIII), and the botafumeiro broke loose from its rope, flew out of 

the high window in the South transept and landed in the plaza.  Despite this and lesser 

accidents,  no one has ever been hurt.  (This censer was a predecessor to the present one, but 

apparently of similar size.) (Editors Notes: What much insurance do they have to have to 

operate that?  And the time it flew out the window, how 

many earth orbits did it make before landing?) 

 Obviously St. Paul’s could not begin to accommodate 

such a censer – though I admit I’d love to have one – but 

let me say a few words about the use of incense in a 

church like ours.  I know that there are some who find it 

discomfiting, usually because the smoke bothers them or 

because they associate it with popery.  There are ways of 

minimizing the difficulties including a sparing use of incense and keeping the ceremonial 

simple; thus while I personally like the practice of actually censing the altar and ministers, 

(Continued on page 12) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QFd_55El1I&feature=youtube_gdata_player
http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&feature=endscreen&v=tr2vZ6WmHSw
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† 

Announcement 

Deadlines 
For the Sunday 

bulletins please submit 

your information by 

the preceding Monday  

to bethmiller.stpaul 

@gmail.com.  For 

Sword Points please 

submit it by 

Wednesday afternoon 

each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@g

mail.com. 

 

as well as the people, there is another tradition of simply carrying the 

incense in and standing with it at appropriate times.  This would fulfill its 

traditional function of creating a welcoming atmosphere (in the literal sense) 

and should be less likely to convert it into an unwelcoming one.  A relatively 

small church like ours does not allow clouds of smoke to dissipate easily, 

making this kind of care more important.  When it comes to associations 

with Roman Catholicism; I tend to echo Luther’s idea that we shouldn’t 

leave the devil with all the good tunes, and add that we should not leave 

them all to the pope either.‡  We have used incense here on occasion in the 

past, and I hope we can continue to do so; I would urge that we set a 

schedule of particular occasions for this use so that people can be prepared 

for it, make sure that its use is not overwhelming, and emphasize its 

symbolic roles as representing prayer, and indicating the presence of God 

(“Incense owns a deity nigh”). 

 Click here for some further reading on the subject from a Calvinist point 

of view, and the 

attached comments give 

a very broad spectrum 

of reactions. 

 Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar 

in Residence 

*In case you haven’t 

been following it you 

can find it at  http://

www.lentmadness.org/. 
†I have seen this 
sentiment elsewhere but 
I first heard it from his 
former students. 

‡Luther evidently 
agreed; not only did he 
take secular tunes and 
turn them into hymns, 

he also kept much of the 
pre-Reformation music, 
and continued using the 
Latin Mass in order to 

keep the music for it too. 

(Continued from page 11) Holy Smoke! 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.standfirminfaith.com/index.php/site/article/17620/
http://www.lentmadness.org/
http://www.lentmadness.org/
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†  Lenten Series 
 

N o snow yesterday, so we were able to begin our weekly Wednesday night  

Lenten series entitled, “Becoming a Good Samaritan,” based on the World 

Vision-inspired DVD and outreach program.  This powerful study is a biblically-

based follow-up to our World Vision Sunday and ongoing outreach from last year.  

The series begins at 6:30 pm with a 

soup supper, followed by the DVD 

presentation and discussion, and will 

conclude at approximately 8 pm.  

Come be challenged, Come join us, 

and bring a friend. 

Remaining sessions include:  Caring for the Sick;  Seeking Justice and 

Reconciliation;  Honoring the Poor;  

Tending to God's Creation; &  

Loving the Forsaken.  Juststart.org 

is a website further describing this 

ministry. 

The same Lenten series will be 

offered on Thursday mornings from 

10:00-11:30 am in the Guild Room 

for those unable to come 

Wednesday evenings. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. John’s, Guilford; Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford; 

Good Shepherd, Hartford 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, quick healing and a return to her home. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the diocesan Faith Behind Bars network. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, quick recovery and easy rehab from hip replacement surgery. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers from fluid on the brain. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength.  Sleep and rest, and blessings for Sylvia as his 

caregiver.  

…..Bonnie Wanzer, prompt recovery from recent gall bladder surgery. 

…..Our ministry today at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. 

…..Drew Crocker, for his continued healing, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing.  
 

 Matthew 4:23  Jesus went throughout Galilee - healing every disease and 

sickness among the people. 

Becoming a Good Samaritan 

http://juststart.org/
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

March 11th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 18th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

March 25th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 1st  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 8th  -  No Youth Group 

† What Did Jesus Eat? - Part 8 
 

Lamb 
 

L amb is an important part of the Passover feast.  

It is an excellent source of dietary protein, an 

essential nutrient for human health.  Additionally, lamb 

provides high amounts of vitamins B3 and B12 as well 

as high amounts of selenium, zinc, phosphorous, and 

iron.  Zinc has been reported to be important for 

healthy immune function and blood sugar health, while 

vitamin B12 plays an essential role in the normal 

metabolism of carbohydrates, fats, and proteins.  While 

lamb is high in saturated fat, it contains less than most 

other meat products.  Of the total fat in lamb, only 

about 36% is saturated; the rest is mono- and 

polyunsaturated fat, the healthier varieties of fat. 

Aaron Tabor, MD is an anti-aging, weight loss, and nutritional cosmetic expert. 

† HELP NEEDED! 

W e’re looking for Adult / 

Parent volunteers to help 

out on Sunday evenings while we 

search for a new Youth Leader. 

Regular volunteers who want to help 

with the programming are always 

welcome. Or, if you are just able to be 

an extra adult “chaperone” for one 

week, please let us know – 

youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com  

http://www.beliefnet.com/health
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
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†  Saints of God 

March 8 

G. A. Studdert Kennedy  

 

G . A. Studdert Kennedy was born in Leeds in 1883, one of nine children.  His father, 

William Studdert Kennedy, was vicar in Leeds.  Kennedy earned a degree in 

classics and divinity in 1904 at Trinity College, Dublin.  After his ordination, he served 

parishes in Rugby and Worcester. 

 At the outbreak of the First World War, Kennedy volunteered as a chaplain to 

soldiers on the Western Front.  Along with the spiritual comfort he gave to the 

wounded and dying, he was famous for handing out Woodbine cigarettes to the 

soldiers, who called him “Woodbine Willie.” 

 A skilled poet, Kennedy published several volumes of religious poetry.  He also 

wrote poems based on his experience as war chaplain, published in the volumes 

Rough Rhymes of a Padre (1918) and More Rough Rhymes (1919).  His courage and 

his compassion for the soldiers he served can be heard in his poem “Woodbine 

Willie,” a gracious, moving account of the men who gave him his nickname: 
 

THEY gave me this name like their nature, 

Compacted of laughter and tears, 

A sweet that was born of the bitter, 

A joke that was torn from the years. 
 

Of their travail and torture, Christ’s fools, 

Atoning my sins with their blood, 

Who grinned in their agony sharing 

The glorious madness of God. 
 

Their name! Let me hear it—the symbol 

Of unpaid—unpayable debt, 

For the men to whom I owed God’s Peace, 

I put off with a cigarette. 
 

He also published a collection of sermons entitled I Believe: Sermons on the Apostle’s 

Creed (1928).  His later poems and prose works express the Christian socialism and 

pacifism he adopted during his war years.  He eventually worked for the Industrial Christian 

Fellowship.  On one of his speaking tours on their behalf, he became ill, and he died in 

Liverpool in 1929. 

Studdert Kennedy remains a powerful influence on the pacifist cause, and his many 

writings have inspired figures such as Desmond Tutu and Jürgen Moltmann. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts 
To replay sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

†  Girl Scout Sunday is This Sunday! 

T his year's celebration is special because the organization 

is celebrating 100 years of scouting.  Any Girl Scouts 

interested in participating should arrive at 10:15 am in uniform 

on Sunday.  Participating Brookfield Girl Scouts will receive a 

special Girl Scout Sunday patch.  Please have any Brookfield 

scouts interested in participating contact me, so I may reserve a 

patch.  My email is JohnRConte@msn.com.  M.J. Hartell-Conte. 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
mailto:JohnRConte@msn.com
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Directions: 

Over moderate heat, add 

oil to a deep pot and 

combine onion, peppers 

and garlic.  Saute for 3 to 

5 minutes to soften 

vegetables.  Deglaze pan 

with beer or broth, add 

tomatoes, black beans, kidney beans and crumbles.  

Thicken chili by stirring in refried beans.  Simmer over 

low heat about 5 to 10 minutes longer.  Serve over rice 

with toppings. 
 

Toppings: 

Shredded cheese (Monterey jack or smoked cheddar) 

Chopped scallions 

Diced plum tomato 

Tortilla chips for dipping 

Sour cream 

Hot sauce 

† Using Your God-Given Talents to Serve God 

 

T here are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are different kinds of 

service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God 

works all of them in all men. 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To one 

there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 

distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still 

another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 

he gives them to each one, just as he determines.                         1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (NIV) 

 

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God's grace in its various forms.                                          1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 

 

 These two passes give us examples of some of the 

gifts God has given us that we can use in serving God.  

We should become aware of what our gifts are.  Just 

like we may assess our skills and abilities in trying to 

find our career niche and pursue educational training 

based on that, we can also determine what are our 

gifts for serving God.  We don't have to be educated in 

a particular field of knowledge or have years of 

experience.  What do others tell you that you are good 

at doing?  Ask your pastor or others whose opinions 

you value.  Earnestly pray and search out how you 

can best serve God. 

Ingredients: 

2 T. olive oil 

1 med. onion, chopped 

1 lg. red pepper, seeded and 

chopped 

1 lg. green pepper, seeded and 

chopped 

1 lg. jalapeno pepper, seeded and 

chopped 

4 cloves garlic, crushed and 

chopped 

1 c. pale beer (or vegetable stock) 

1 32 oz. can crushed tomatoes 

1 14 oz. can black beans 

1 14 oz. can red kidney beans 

1 T. ground cumin 

2 T. chili powder 

1 T. cayenne hot pepper sauce 

1 tsp. coarse salt 

1 c. spicy vegetarian refried beans 

1 pkg. Morningstar Farms 

crumbles (a meat alternative)  

† Not for the Faint of Heart Vegetarian Chili 
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 †  Sunday’s Readings 
 (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

 Restoring True Worship 
 

Exodus 20:1-17 

I n our first lesson Moses gives the people the ten commandments that God spoke to 

him on Mount Sinai.  These precepts are at the heart of Israel’s law or Torah, and 

form the basis of the covenant with God established through Moses.  The first four 

commandments prescribe Israel’s relationship with God.  Those which follow require 

fundamental responsibilities in human relationships. 

 Psalm 19 

 A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for the law and 

a prayer for avoidance of sin. 

 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 In this epistle Paul directs the Corinthians’ attention to God’s way of using 

what is weak and lowly - even what the world regards as foolish - to accomplish 

God’s purposes.  Paul emphasizes this understanding because a number of these 

new Christians had come to think of themselves as especially gifted and wise.  

Yet the cross has shown God active in the world in a manner surprising both to 

the Jews’ expectation of powerful signs and to the Greek’s desire for worldly 

wisdom. 

 John 2:13-22 

Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ cleansing of the Jerusalem temple of its commercial 

activities, and his prediction that his body will become the new temple.  The fourth 

evangelist places this incident very early in Jesus’ ministry.  It signifies the need to cleanse 

religious practices of corrupting influences and to put in their places a new form of worship.  

In the future Christians will worship God by sharing together in the risen life of Christ. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for April Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our next 

monthly Sword.  The April issue covers Palm Sunday, Easter and 

spring…..be creative.  Have fun.  The deadline is March 26th.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Psalm 19:14 

Let the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in your 

sight, O LORD, my 

strength and my redeemer. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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This is no ordinary 

chorale.  It features 

Sandy Chadwick 

& Kirsten Peterson 

of St. Paul’s. 

†  Acolyte Training & 

Pizza Fest! 

 

After Vespers 

on March 25th, Fr. 

Shepley will be 

offering an acolyte 

training session 

followed by our 

annual pizza party 

at Rocco's. 
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†  Properly Property: March Committee Report 

 

A n extensive review, and prioritization, of the Property Committee Working list was 

conducted.  We agreed to use this document as the basis of all meetings and work 

on reformatting to an Excel spread sheet with additional info 

included. 

A Capital Expenditures Cost Estimate document is being 

developed and formalized into an Excel format.  This will be 

reviewed, prioritized and updated on a monthly basis.  It will serve 

as the long term, strategic vision of the Committee. 

For all practical purposes the front & side door (s) repair project 

has been completed (painting to be done in the spring).  The 

replacement of damaged/worn carpeting in the hallways, staircases 

and Vesting Room/Hallway is completed.  Non-renewal intent notification to our copying 

machine vendor has been submitted.  Beth Miller and Doug Melody are researching/

soliciting bids from various providers to obtain more advantageous terms.  Repairs/

repainting of Vesting Room Hallway is underway. 

The Diocese will be contacted to initiate a Building Energy Audit through their 

established program. 

Many of our hosted organizations are accumulating a large amount of outdated/

abandoned/excess property & material in our valuable closet spaces.  We are requesting the 

word be put out to maintain a lean posture in these spaces and will directly contact specific 

organizations that can do better after a reasonable grace period has passed. 

The Property Committee is requesting, via the Vestry Liaison, authorization to contract 

Arco-Rotor to snake the urinal drain pipes in the Parish Hall Men’s room.  This is necessary 

to remove the crystallized build up inside of the pipes and eliminate the overwhelming odor 

problem.  The odor saturated ceiling tiles have been replaced but degrade rapidly if root 

cause is not addressed.  Estimated cost is $350. 

An extensive discussion was had regarding the elimination of the kitchenette unit in the 

Tuck Room.  Nobody can recall anyone using it for its intended purpose in past years.  It 

currently serves as an abandoned food depository, is an energy eater (has a dedicated hot 

water heater), has a stove top in need of maintenance and the space could be converted to 

much needed storage.  Request the Vestry discuss authorizing removal of this unit. 

The next Property Committee meeting will be Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30 (or possibly 

6:30pm) to avoid conflict with any Wednesday Holy Week or Maundy Thursday services. 

Mike Chengeri 

 

Saying farewell to Lindsay, good luck and God bless!  
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†  Welcome Newcomers! 

 

 

 

F r. Shepley will be offering a welcome class 

for anyone new to St. Paul's this Saturday, 

March 10th from 11:15am - 12:30 pm in the Guild 

Room. 

Come hear more about your church, who we 

are, where we have been and where we are headed.  

Please sign up in the back of the church if you plan 

to attend. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Sandy Chadwick, 

Mike Chengeri, Debbie 

Delaventura, Lynne Donnelly, 

Jen Falci, Bill Loring, Diane 

Loring, M.J. Hartell Conte, Beth 

Miller, Heather Melody, Patrick 

O’Connors, Bridgit O’Hara, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, Lou Sanabria, 

Norma Schofield, Joe Shepley, 

David Szen, Pam Szen, Don 

Winkley and Carol Woien. 

~POT LUCK SUPPER~ 
Join us Saturday, March 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

for a night of  Food ~ Fun ~ Fellowship. 

Bring a dish, Bring a friend, Bring a game 

Beverages will be provided. 


