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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  THE TRIDUUM & EASTER 
 

M aundy Thursday in Holy Week is part of the 

Triduum, or three holy days before Easter.  It 

comes from the Latin mandatum novum, “new 

commandment.” from John 13:34.  The ceremony of 

washing feet was also referred to as “the Maundy.”  

Maundy Thursday celebrations also commemorate the 

institution of the Eucharist by Jesus “on the night he 

was betrayed.”  We celebrate the Maundy Thursday 

Liturgy, including the washing of feet, the stripping of 

the altar and Holy Communion at 7:30 pm. 

 Tomorrow 

on Good 

Friday, we 

recall the Passion and crucifixion of Jesus.  There is 

an ecumenical walk in Brookfield Center starting at 

10 am at the Congregational Church.  At noon we 

celebrate the Good Friday liturgy with ante-

communion.  At 6:30 pm we go through the stations 

of the cross and at 7:30 pm we repeat the Good 

Friday liturgy with ante-communion. 

 Holy Saturday is a commemoration of the day 

that Jesus lay in his tomb.  But at night at 7:30 pm 
(Continued on page 2) 

                     Holy Week Schedule  

 Thu., Apr. 5 -          Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm  - Foot Washing, Stripping of Altar & Holy Eucharist 

 Fri., Apr. 6 -          Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

   7:30 pm - Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

 Sat., Apr. 7 -          Holy Saturday 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

 Sun., Apr. 8 -          Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Day 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

†  Transforming Thoughts 

Did you know that 31% of people admit to going to church for first time because "a 

friend invited me"?  It's time to say "I invite you!"  

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_%28Christianity%29
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†  The Season of Easter 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to 

their new faith in the risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and 

challenging stories of an empty tomb and Jesus alive, bringing joy and 

courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord 

has risen indeed!”  “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 28:19). 

 Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to Mary, who at first 

mistakes him for the gardener.  “Mary!” he says to her, and she 

recognizes her risen Lord (John 20:11-18).  Later that day he is a 

wayfarer opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple who 

are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where he will be known to 

them in the breaking of the bread (Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas 

cannot believe unless he sees and touches the marks of the nails and the 

wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among them and 

invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My Lord and my God!” 

Thomas responds (John 20:24-29).  Several weeks afterward, disciples 

are fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just after daybreak, there 

is Jesus standing on the beach, though at first they do not recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to his disciples.  Paul tells of an 

appearance to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 15:6).  

Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, before 

their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 

we celebrate in anticipation the Great Vigil of Easter and the 

resurrection of Jesus.  The service begins in darkness, sometime 

between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter, and consists 

of four parts: The Service of Light (kindling of new fire, lighting the 

Paschal candle; The Service of Lessons (readings from the Hebrew 

Scriptures interspersed with psalms, canticles and prayers); the 

Renewal of Baptism Vows; and the Eucharist. 

 And finally on Easter at 8 am and 10:30 am we reach the 

central feast of the Christian liturgical year, as Jesus rose from the 

dead on the third day after his crucifixion.  We pull out all the stops 

and celebrate his resurrection, marking the end of Lent, which started forty days ago on Ash 

Wednesday. 

(Continued from page 1) THE TRIDIUM & EASTER 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent
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†  Giving All 

 

By J.R. Lander 
 

T he Church is in the midst of Holy Week.  We are 

walking toward the events of Thursday and 

Friday...  the gathering of friends for supper, the betrayal, 

the arrest, the humiliation of trial, and the death on the 

cross. 

This week is the ultimate lesson in Christian 

stewardship.  God doesn't require 10% of what we have, 

20% of what we have, or 30% of what we have.  God calls 

us to give everything.  Jesus gave up everything... even his 

life... in God's service, out of response to be who God 

called him to be, and in the midst of trying to create a 

glimpse of God's reign come near. 

What does it look like for each of us to give 

everything?  It may not mean committing everything we 

have and are to the Church (though that is what those 

entering monasteries and convents do).  But it does mean that we consider all of our lives... 

our education, how we raise our families, how we are part of our communities, the decisions 

we make with our money.... in service of God's Kingdom.  If we are truly following this 

call, every decision we make... with our time, with our money, with our family... every 

decision is a decision about stewardship.  None of it is ours.  And we should be willing to 

give it all back. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Apr. 5 -  Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing, Stripping 

     of the Altar and Holy Communion 

 Fri., Apr. 6 -  Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy and Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

   7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy and Ante-Communion 

 Sat., Apr. 7 -   Holy Saturday 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

 Sun., Apr. 8 -  Easter Day 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Tue., Apr. 10 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., Apr. 11 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Thu., Apr. 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=15
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
 

O n the Passion Sunday, Fr, Shepley's message celebrates the triumphal 

entry of Jesus while emphasizing three characteristics of Christ's 

mission: compassion, courage and conviction.  Drawing out the redemptive 

nature of suffering for us, this sermon offers hope to all people with an 

emphasis on the gift God has given us in the Savior. 

 To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each 

week. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

A bby Keating celebrates today!  

Friday is a “good” day for 

Matthew Werneburg.  Catherine Clayton 

& Michael Pinheiro will  blow out their 

candles on Saturday.  Monday Laura 

Cavagna will be opening presents. Throw a 

party on Wednesday for Kevin Janofsky, 

Lorraine Estok & Tyler Mannion.  Have 

a blessed day each one of you! 

The death of Jesus Christ is not the end of the story; it is the theme of the story – 

beginning to end.                    ~ Unknown 

†  Palm Sunday & the Fine Art of Making Crosses  

T his past Sunday we began Holy Week 

by celebrating Palm Sunday with our 

traditional, weather cooperating, outdoor, 

bagpipe leading processional starting at our 

Memorial Garden.  After the well attended 

service, Doug Melody, our resident Palm cross 

maker, graciously gave lessons in the fine art of 

converting the palm fronds into crosses.  He was 

kept busy after both services during the coffee hours, teaching young and old.   

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

O ur annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held 

this Saturday, April 7th at 10 - 11:30 am 

for children pre-K to Grade 5.  We will be 

accepting donations of wrapped candy and would 

love some help with this fun event.  If you 

would like to help with planning a craft for 

the children, making a simple snack for the 

children to enjoy, please contact either 

Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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Valet Parking Attendants Needed 

 

When:  Saturday, April 28 

Where: The Amber Room, Danbury, CT – 5 pm 

Why:    St. Paul’s volunteer efforts help a local non-
profit save on expenses by donating our time to 
their fundraising Gala.  It’s also a fun time of 

fellowship. 

Buffet dinner is served to all volunteers. 

Who to contact:  Pam Szen or David Szen 
 

Ability Beyond Disability supports over 1,700 people 

with disabilities in Connecticut and New York. 

 † Transforming Saints of God 
 

April 5 
 

Pandita Ramabai 
 

P andita Ramabai (1858-1922) faced most of the obstacles a woman could encounter 

in the India of her lifetime.  She was denied access to formal education and was 

ostracized from society as first an orphan and then a widow.  She experienced first-hand the 

effects of India’s rigid caste system that placed discriminatory walls between social and 

racial groups.  Yet she fought back, first as a Hindu, then as a Christian. 

 Her father was a scholar who taught her both the Sanskrit 

language and the Vedas, the sources classical Hindu beliefs.  An 

1876 famine killed most of her family and a few years later a 

cholera epidemic killed her husband of nineteen months.  

Acutely aware of the difficulties facing Indian women, Ramabai 

was increasingly drawn to social work and in 1883 traveled to 

England where she spent time with the Wantage Sisters, an 

Anglican religious community near Oxford.  She was baptized 

in 1883 and worked actively in London with a community of 

nuns whose clientele were former prostitutes.  She also attended 

the Cheltenham Ladies College, an institution that favored 

women’s suffrage and instructing young women in the same subjects taught in schools for 

young men. 

Ramabai returned to India in 1889 and founded the Mukti Mission, a home for 

abandoned widows and orphans of the Brahmin high priestly caste in Mumbai, (formerly 

Bombay).  When India was again struck by famine in 1896, she extended the mission’s 

outreach to include women and orphans of all castes, and gradually added a clinic and 

vocational training courses. 

Fluent in several languages, Ramabai translated the Bible into Marathi, a West Indian 

language.  Indians who encountered her gave her the title “Pandita,” meaning “the learned 

one.”  Ramabai, like Mother Teresa later, worked tirelessly among India’s poor, depending 

on the generosity of others to fund her activities.  Her evangelical enthusiasm never waned.  

“What a blessing this burden does not fall on me.  But Christ bears it on his shoulders,” she 

wrote, and “no one but He could transform and uplift the downtrodden womanhood of India 

and of every land.” 
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†  Sunday’s Readings 

(click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Alleluia! 
 

Acts 10:34-43  

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, 

and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.  At first Peter was slow to believe that 

God wanted him to bring the word to a non-Jew.  But God has shown this to be the divine 

will, and Peter gladly responds to Cornelius, a Roman centurion, together with his family 

and friends.  The risen Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who trust in him 

receive forgiveness of sins in his name. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

 A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and 

deliverance from death. 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

 Paul reminds the Corinthians of his basic proclamation concerning the Lord’s 

resurrection.  All these things happened according to the scriptures.  Beginning with a 

manifestation to Cephas, Paul recounts six appearances of the risen Lord to his 

followers.  The last, which must have taken place several years after the others, gave 

this former persecutor of the church his commission as an apostle. 

 John 20:1-18  

 Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ appearance to 

Mary Magdalene.  While it is still dark, Mary comes and finds that the stone used to cover 

the tomb has been moved away.  She runs and brings Peter and another disciple whom Jesus 

loved.  Although no human eye catches sight of Jesus’ rising from death, these first 

witnesses see the discarded grave wrappings and the other disciple perceives and believes.  

Mary remains at the graveside and talks with a man she assumes to be the gardener.  He 

speaks her names, and she knows her Lord. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for May Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The May issue covers the Ascension, 

Memorial Day,  and spring…..be creative.  Have fun.  The deadline is 

May 25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

James 2:8 

Yes indeed, it is good 

when you obey the 

royal law as found in 

the Scriptures. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#Gospel1
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

Closing Hymn He Is Risen, He Is Risen! 

†  First Communion Classes 

T he first meeting for those children in Grade 2 (and 

above) to begin First Holy Communion Classes with Fr. 

Joe is April 22nd.  We'll meet in the Level 4 classroom at 9:45 

until 10:15 on the following Sundays: April 22, April 29, May 

6th & May 12th.  First Holy Communion will take place on May 

20th during the 10:30 am service. 

†  Marriage Course 
 

It will be offered on the following 

Saturday evenings starting at 6:00 

pm: (April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19,

(not on the 26th), June 2 (not on 

June 9), June 16, June 23. 
 

 The course books cost $12. 
 

For more information, contact 

Debbie Delaventura. 

  Back by popular demand, this series involves a 

catered dinner where each couple gets their own can-

dlelit table, and a video is presented led by a couple 

sharing their experience of how Christian marriage can 

be experienced to the fullest.  There is no discussion, 

just a quiet atmosphere where the inspiring presenta-

tion is offered in an atmosphere much like a "date."  

We also can provide childcare if needed.  Please sign 

up in the back of the church and fill out a registration 

form, as space is limited.  Contact Debbie Delaventura 

for more information: doodlehm@aol.com 

  

 

†  Transforming Thoughts 

 If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent a businessman.  If pleasure, a 

entertainer.  As it is forgiveness, He sent a Saviour.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBNamFYN_6E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxSsLnZBogY
mailto:doodlehm@aol.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. Andrew’s, Madison; St. Mary’s, Manchester; St. Andrew’s, Marble Dale; All 

Saints’, Meriden 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Clergy whose work is not in parishes; bi-vocational priests 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who 

had a recent liver transplant; pray that 

he is able to assimilate the new liver in 

his body. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood 

cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken 

leg. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing 

and strength. 

…..Norma Jean Sporck, quick 

recovery and easy rehab from hip 

replacement surgery. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace 

as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen 

for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and 

strength as he prepares to moves back home.  Pray for a full time Christian aide, a non-

smoker, good cook (and a Yankee fan). 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

 

Isaiah 53:4,5. "Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered 

him stricken by God, smitten by him and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 

transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 

upon him, and by his wounds we are healed."  

† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard. Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 
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St. Paul’s OWN 

April 8th  -  No Youth Group 

April 15th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 22nd  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

April 29th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

May 6th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

†  Where Did You Go To Church Last Sunday? 
 

B onnie and Larry Wanzer and Lois Hunt went to 

church with Jan & Bob Brochu at their Anglican 

Church in North America in Newport, New 

Hampshire on Palm Sunday for a 

wonderful service.  The Brochu’s 

were members of St. Paul’s 

more than ten years ago, and 

have maintained a close 

relationship with their friends 

at St. Paul’s. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details soon!  

 

† “Who’s That?” 
 

 

M aybe the question 

should be “What’s 

That?”  Someone had to dig 

pretty deep into their files to find 

this picture.  We know one 

thing, the average cellphone 

probably has more computing 

power than what’s represented in 

that rack.  If you know who that 

is and for a bonus, what’s on the 

rack, send your answer to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

If you would like to submit a 

picture for “Who’s That?” send 

it by e-mail to stpaulssword-

points@gmail.com.  Or you can 

give it to Fr. Joe or the parish 

office.  We’ll scan them and get 

them right back to you. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.” 

 - PSALM 118:1 

O n Easter we thank God for His Son, Jesus, who died and arose 

for us.  We celebrate and sing “Alleluia.”  But how do we show 

our gratitude all year to the Lord who spread out His arms on the cross 

to save us and show us the way to salvation? 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

† So, you think you know math, 
how about the Bible?  

N o correct answers yet to our puzzle below.  So we’ll give you some clues: a) 

the answer is heavenly; and b) all the odd numbers needed now are shown 

in parentheses. 

I f you multiply the number of Jacob's sons (  ) by the number of times the 

Israelites compassed Jericho (7) on the seventh day, and add to the product the 

number of measures (  ) of barley which Boaz gave Ruth, divide this by the number 

of Haman's sons (  ), subtract the number of each 

kind of clean beasts (7) that went into the Ark, 

multiply by the number of men 

(  ) that went to seek Elijah after 

he was taken to Heaven, subtract 

from this Joseph's age (  ) at the 

time he stood before Pharaoh, 

add the number of stones (5) in 

David's bag when he killed 

Goliath, subtract the number of 

furlongs (15) that Bethany was 

distant from Jerusalem, divide by the number of anchors (  ) cast 

out when Paul was shipwrecked, subtract the number of persons 

(  ) saved in the Ark, and the answer will be the number of pupils 

in a certain Sunday School class.  How many pupils are in the 

class?  

 If you figure out the answer send it by e-mail to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† It Takes An Editorial 
Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 

Chris Barrett, Sylvia Biscardi, 

Rachel Chaleski, Drew 

Crocker, Debbie Delaventura, 

Lynne Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Lois Hunt, Beth Miller, Doug 

Melody, Heather Melody, 

Patrick O’Connors, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David Szen & Pam 

Szen. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com

