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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

T he two-thousand foot path through the Old City of Jerusalem, marked by Christian 

pilgrims over the years as the Via Dolorosa (Latin for “Way of Suffering”), is a 

visible reminder of not just where our Lord is believed to have walked, but more 

importantly, it directs our hearts and minds to 

consider what Jesus endured for us in going to 

the cross. 

During my visit to the Holy City just over 

one year ago, I was invited by our tour group 

of fellow pastors to offer a homily along this 

route, at a location known as “the pavement.” 

The Gospel of John (19:13) states: “Pilate…

brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's 

seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement 

(which in Aramaic is Gabbatha).”  As I 

preached on this event, overwhelmed to be so 

close to where our Lord stood in his darkest hours, I found myself clenching my fists as I 

thought about how Jesus took on a punishment that he did not deserve.  Prior to this moment 

before Pilate, Jesus had been crowned with thorns, draped in a purple robe,  declared not a 

king at all by the crowds, mocked and jeered just before being sent to his death.  And then 

somewhere in my message, I paused, looked down at my white-knuckled fingers, and then 

slowly opened my hands as I thought of Jesus’ words from the cross: “Forgive them Father, 

for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:24).   

As we walked to the next station, I was reminded of a prayer from a favorite book by 

Henri Nouwen that appears above at the beginning of this message.  Jesus shows us that we 

have to empty ourselves of everything in order to receive him and all that he has for us.  

What are we holding on to so tightly today?  Is it 

unforgiveness, materialism, fear of the future, regret of the 

past, righteous indignation? Whatever it is, let go and let God. 

 The Early Church was known not for kneeling but for 

praying with outstretched arms and open hands.  As we begin 

this season of Pentecost, may the Holy Spirit open our eyes, 

our minds, our hearts, and yes, even our hands, to receive the 

new life in Christ 

that God desires to give us.  And no matter what 

road of suffering we may find ourselves on, 

know that Jesus went there first, and his journey 

was just for you. 

Faithfully, 

Open Your Open Your Open Your 

Hands and Hands and Hands and 

ReceiveReceiveReceive   

“Dear God, 

I am so afraid to open my clenched fists! 

Who will I be when I have nothing left to hold on to? 

Who will I be when I stand before you with empty hands? 

Please help me to gradually open my hands 

and to discover that I am not what I own, 

but what you want to give me.”  

― Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Only Necessary Thing: 

Living a Prayerful Life 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Priest-in-Charge 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Our Cover 
 

David Szen took 

our cover photo 

on the Via 

Dolorosa in 

Jerusalem. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4837.Henri_J_M_Nouwen
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2006635
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2006635
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Sacristans for June 

The June 

Sacristans 

are  Lois 

Hunt, Joyce 

Sarver and 

Gail 

Winkley. 

†  Ladies AM Bible Study 
 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will 

continue to meet on a more informal basis on 

Tuesdays at 9:30 am beginning June 19th.  They will 

be studying the only two books in the Bible named for 

women, Ruth and Esther.  The book of Ruth shows 

how three people remained strong in character even 

when the society around them was collapsing.  It is a book of 

encouragement and demonstrates that God is at work in the world and wants to use you.  

The book of Esther is a story of the profound interplay of God’s sovereignty; human will 

and his loving care for all of his people.  Please join us for coffee and discussion on how 

God works in the lives of ordinary people. 

For a Study Book, please call or email Donna Betts at 203.830.9415 or 

donnabetts47@gmail.com. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., May 31 -            The Visitation 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat., June 2 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   6:00 pm - Marriage Course, Parish Hall 

 Sun., June 3 -            First Sunday after Pentecost - Trinity Sunday 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - High School/Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   9:15 am - Confirmation Class 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon., June 4 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 Wed., June 5 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., June 6 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

“If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito!” 

 (Dalai Lama) 

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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† Church School Picnic 

O n Sunday, June 10th St. Paul’s annual Church School picnic will take place 

immediately following the 10:30 am service.  Please join us outside 

(weather permitting) as we celebrate our youth and all that they have 

accomplished this year in their Church School classes.  Hamburgers and 

hotdogs will be provided.  What can you bring, you ask????  Last names A-M 

- please bring a side dish (macaroni salad, potato salad, mixed green salad, 

etc.); N-Z - please bring a dessert (cookies, fruit, watermelon slices, etc.).  Any 

questions, please contact either Heather Melody (doug.heather.melody@snet.net or 203

-797-1434) or Lori O’Hara (firesign62@aol.com or 860-354-8089). 

mailto:doug.heather.melody@snet.net
tel:203-797-1434
tel:203-797-1434
mailto:firesign62@aol.com
tel:860-354-8089
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Save the dates! 

VBS 2012 

Monday, July 16th 

                Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hello, St. Paul's Family!  VBS 2012 planning is in FULL SWING.  
We are inviting St. Paul's Members to enroll first this year before 
we open up registration.  The General Public will 
be able to register after June 9th, so get your 
forms in TODAY!  Remember, the dates this year 
are July 16-July 20.  Download your registration 
form here:  http://tinyurl.com/StPVBS2012 

† This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 31 
 

Visitation of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
  

T his Feast commemorates the visit of the Blessed Virgin to 

her cousin Elizabeth, recorded in the Gospel according to 

Luke (1:39–56). 

Elizabeth, who was then carrying John the Baptist, greeted 

Mary with the words, “Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  Mary broke into the song of 

praise and thanksgiving which we call the Magnificat, “My soul 

proclaims the greatness of the Lord.” 

In this scene, the unborn John the Baptist, the prophet who 

was to prepare the way of the Lord, rejoices in the presence of him 

whose coming he is later to herald publicly to all Israel, for the 

Gospel records that when Mary’s greeting came to her 

kinswoman’s ears, the babe in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy. 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://tinyurl.com/StPVBS2012
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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 O n June 22nd St Paul’s OWN will be having 

their summer “Lock-in.”  We’ll be starting at 

7 pm on Friday, and finishing up at 7 am on Saturday 

morning.  This event is open to all current youth-group 

members and their friends.  In order to make sure we 

have enough food and youth leaders around, we need 

everyone who is attending to RSVP by June 15th.  You 

can e-mail youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com if 

you’re planning on being there. 

Youth Work Day 
St. Paul’s OWN is planning our first Youth Work Day this July 28th – 

and we need your help to make it happen! We’re looking for a handful of 

small projects to tackle that will make a difference, big or small, to some 

members of our St. Paul’s family. If you have, or know someone who has, 
a small project at your house that you’re not able to complete yourself – 

please let us know how we can help! 

Some examples of projects we can take on: 

Yard cleanup (raking, mowing, clearing overgrowth) 

Basement or attic that needs a little cleaning or organizing 

Minor household repairs – broken fence, wobbly step 

Small painting projects 
Examples of projects which are too big for us to tackle: 

Painting your whole house 

Building a deck, addition, barn, in-ground pool 

Laying sod 

Cleaning a teenager’s bedroom… 

 Please send in any project 

ideas and suggestions by 

Sunday, June 17th. You can e-
mail them to 
youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com  

 

 We’re also in need a few 

handy adults who are willing 
to spend the day with some of 

our youth and help oversee 

one of the projects.  If you are 

free on July 28th and would 

like to help out, please e-mail 

us at 
youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com.  

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

June 10th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

June 22nd  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7am 

July 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

July 28th  -  Youth Work Day 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

The Sea of Galilee and the Mount of Beatitudes 
 

A fter a good night’s rest and buffet breakfast, we started out on our second full day 

in Israel from Tiberius along the Sea of Galilee.  As is the tradition, once we are all 

aboard the bus our group leader begins our time together with prayers for the land of Israel, 

for our tour guide - Yaniv and his family - and for our bus driver - Wasbe and his family. 

Neither Yaniv nor Wasbe are Christian yet it is evident they are moved by our 

prayers. 

Sea of Galilee 
 The Sea of Galilee (Lake Kineret) is the largest fresh water reservoir in Israel and 

the most important source of drinking water.  Much of the ministry of Jesus 

occurred on its shores and in ancient days, there was a continuous development of 

settlements and villages around the lake and plenty of 

trade and ferrying by boat.  Jesus recruited four of his 

apostles from the shores of Lake Galilee: the fishermen 

Simon and his brother Andrew and the brothers John and 

James.  The Sermon on the Mount was given on the 

Mount of Beatitudes which overlooks the lake.  The 

beloved stories of the miraculous catches of fish are 

remembered here as are the miracles of Jesus walking on 

water, calming the storms, and his feeding five thousand 

people with a few loaves and fishes. 

 The secret of the power of the Galilee and the lake is 

simple - you don’t have to close your eyes to picture 

Jesus here - you have to open them. 

Ancient Boat 
Our first stop is to view the Ancient Boat also known as the 

Jesus Boat in the Yigal Allon Museum at Kibbutz Ginosar.  

For many Christians, the Jesus Boat is one of the most precious 

and meaningful archaeological treasures in the world.  The 

boat was spotted poking out of the mud at the bottom of the 

lake by two fisherman in January, 1986.  Twelve days later, it 

was brought to light for the first time since it sank nearly 2000 

years ago.  It is unknown who rode in the boat or what its’ purpose was.  However it is the 

type of boat used for fishing and transportation during the time of Jesus and his disciples, 

many of whom were fishermen, and it serves as a powerful visual reminder of the Gospel 

stories of Jesus and his disciples.  The boat has been dated to the 1st century and evidence of 

repeated repairs indicates the boat was used for several decades, perhaps nearly a century. 

(Continued on page 9) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Andrew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Apostle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_James_the_Great
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sermon_on_the_Mount
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feeding_the_multitude
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feeding_the_multitude
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Mount of Beatitudes 

Our travels continue to the Mount of Beatitudes which is a short bus ride away and 

overlooks the Sea of Galilee.  This is the hill upon which Jesus preached the Sermon on the 

Mount.  The beatitudes (blessings), 

nine in number, are documented in the 

Gospels of Matthew and Luke and 

consist of Jesus’ prayers for his 

followers.  This list of virtues can 

change the world by confronting evil 

by demonstrating mercy, meekness and 

compassion.  In the beatitudes, Jesus 

describes the kingdom of heaven, 

proceeding to count the characteristics 

a devout man must have to enter it.  

Standing atop the Mount of Beatitudes 

and observing the landscape at its feet, 

it becomes clear why it was here, and 

not anywhere else, that Christ gave his 

famed sermon.  The Mount of 

Beatitudes offers a unique combination 

of high and low altitudes.  While the mountain has two pointy tops that can be seen from 

afar, it also features a plateau-like valley between the two tops, which in Biblical times 

served as a kind of natural amphitheatre easily able to contain the multitudes that came to 

hear the sermon. 

Geographically, the Mount of Beatitudes is 

located at the epicenter of Jesus' ministry with the Sea 

of Galilee and the city of Tiberias to its east, and 

Nazareth as well as Mount Tabor to its south. 

The Mount of Beatitudes Church 
Built in 1939 by the Franciscans, the Mount of 

Beatitudes Church rests high atop the mountain range, 

directly above the town of Ein-Sheva (Tabcha). 

Inside the church, visitors will find delicately 

decorated floors. These are lined with mosaics 

consisting of verses from the Gospels of Mark and 

Luke.  

(Continued from page 8) 

 

P lanning is underway for a St. Paul’s 

trip to Israel on April 2-11, 2013. 

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact David 

or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

The Adult Education Class on June 3rd will be a presentation by Pam & David Szen on 

their recent trip to Israel. 

http://www.tourstotheholyland.com/christian-travel-guide/places-in-the-holy-land/sea-of-galilee.aspx
http://www.tourstotheholyland.com/christian-travel-guide/places-in-the-holy-land/sea-of-galilee.aspx
http://www.tourstotheholyland.com/christian-travel-guide/places-in-the-holy-land/nazareth.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Tabor
http://www.tourstotheholyland.com/christian-travel-guide/places-in-the-holy-land/nazareth.aspx
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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There is no Vespers 

service on June 3rd. 

The service will 

resume on June 10th 

and include Holy 

Communion. 

Record Numbers Visit Holy Land 
by ASSIST News ServicePosted: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

 

T ourism to Israel continues its upward trend as record numbers of tourists flocked to 

the Holy Land in April. 

A record 354,000 tourists arrived in Israel last month, representing a 12% increase over 

the last previous record April, set in 2010. 

Over one million tourists have traveled to Israel during the first four months of 2012, 

representing a 19% increase over 2011 figures for the same period, and a 12% increase over 

the same period in 2010, the last record year for tourism. Easter and Passover both fell in the 

month of April in 2012 and in 2011. 

 In addition, the number of tourists entering by air 

increased 3% over the same period last year representing 

793,000 entries. About 140,000 people entered by land 

borders, up 8% over the same period in 2011. Much of this 

increase is attributed to the political stability in Egypt and 

accordingly, Israel's major tourism crossing border with 

Egypt had 42,600 tourists representing an increase of 30% 

compared to the same period last year. 

 Minister of Tourism, Stas Misezhnikov, said: "The 

consistent increase in the numbers of visitors entering 

Israel positions the country as an attractive tourism 

destination of the first order, makes a contribution to the 

national economy and increases employment market in the 

center and the periphery." 

 Given the additional hotel rooms underdevelopment 

along with continued quiet in the region, Israel's tourism industry could very well continue 

with its record double digit growth. If the current increases remain steady, for the first time 

Israel may come close to or even surpass the four million tourist mark in 2012. 
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†  Photo Contest for July Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The July issue covers the Pentecost season, 

summer, VBS.  Last year’s pictures are OK.  Have fun.  The deadline is 

June 22nd.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

† This Sunday’s Readings (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

Our Triune God 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

O ur first reading is of Isaiah’s vision of the Lord and his prophetic commission.  The 

earthly temple becomes an icon for the temple in heaven.  Isaiah is purged of his 

guilt and sin and responds to the Lord’s call.  The church hears in the thrice-holy song of the 

seraphim an anticipation of its praise of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 Psalm 29 

 The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a mighty thunderstorm. 

 Romans 8:12-17 

 In this lesson we hear that if we follow our lower nature, we are enslaved 

and destined to death, but when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we become 

God’s children and heirs with Christ.  The Spirit makes this experience 

possible by prompting our lips to call upon God as Father with the same 

Aramaic word (Abba) that Jesus used.  This new relationship means that we 

are no longer required to be led by baser instincts.  Our heritage is life, while 

we must also learn to share in Christ’s sufferings. 

John 3:1-17 

In our gospel story Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees, comes during the night to talk with 

Jesus.  Nicodemus is a figure used by the evangelist to represent a type of person who wants 

to believe but has difficulty understanding spiritual realities.  Jesus tells him that no one can 

enter the kingdom of God unless he is born anew through water and the Spirit.  The inner 

meaning of the passage partly turns on the fact that “born anew” can also be understood as 

“born from on high,” and that the same Greek word means both wind and spirit.  Jesus then 

tells Nicodemus of the Son of Man come down from heaven who will be lifted up, both on 

the cross to die for the world and to return to heaven in glory. 

Romans 10:11 

For the Scripture says, 

“Everyone who 

believes in him will not 

be put to shame.” 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10:11&version=ESVUK
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A  special heartfelt 

thanks to all the 

volunteers and donors 

who helped make this 

year’s Memorial Day 

Outreach the huge 

success it was. 

Thank You! 

Memorial Day Outreach 
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  Memorial Day Outreach 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Zion, North Branford; St. John’s, North Haven; St. Andrew’s, Northford; Christ Church, 

Norwalk 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of back problems. 

…..Camp Washington: staff, counselors, and campers 

Students of all ages who are graduating. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent liver transplant; pray that he is able to 

assimilate the new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi for healing and strength. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Psalm 25:6 "Remember, O Lord , your great mercy and love, for they are from old."  

† Prayer Chain Report 

A fter many prayers for lymphoma and 

internal bleeding, we are grateful 

and truly blessed to report that Ginny Beck 

is cancer free.  Her CT scan, endoscopy and 

biopsy show her to be healed! Praise God 

for His grace, love and miraculous answer to prayer! 

† Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ…” - ROMANS 8:16-17 
 

If we are heirs to the kingdom of God, should we not work to build up that king-

dom?  Should we not be good stewards of our inheritance, using our time, talent and 

treasure to care for the Church that God has left to us?  Our Church is a treasured 

heirloom from God.  Do we treat it that way? 
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It Is The Season of the Spirit 
 

T he Day of Pentecost is the last and crowning day of Easter, 

but Pentecost also pours forth the Spirit of God and Jesus into 

the many Sundays and weeks ahead - a period also known as 

Ordinary Time.  It is “ordinary” in the sense that it presents no 

special events in the story of Jesus and his Holy Spirit as do Advent, 

Christmas, the Epiphany, Good Friday, Easter and Pentecost.  Still, it 

is a vital season in the life of the church for it is a time of the Spirit’s 

power to inspire and strengthen Christians for worship, mission and 

peace. 

It is a season to celebrate and give thanks for the creation and all 

the beauty and other gifts of nature.  It is a time for thoughtful and 

reverend stewardship of creation through its use and care.  It is a time 

to recall the history of God’s people and the ways of God’s prophetic 

Spirit, calling and wisdom came to them.  It is a season when Jesus’ 

promise that “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 

said to you” is fulfilled (John 14:26). 

On the Sundays after Pentecost we recall Jesus’ teaching and hear 

many of his stories - of surprising dinner parties, the Good Samaritan, 

lost sheep, a persistent widow, Mary and Martha, a mustard seed, 

seeds growing secretly, and other times of sowing and harvest.  Then 

there are many stories about Jesus - his healing, forgiveness, and 

acceptance of lepers, a paralytic, those whom demons had possessed, 

a foreign woman’s daughter, Bartimaeus, Mary Magdalene, and 

Zacchaeus.  It is a season for learning about our faith as we discover 

whether we have eyes that will see and ears that will hear and try our 

best to follow Jesus and the guidance of his Spirit in the ways of 

justice, peace, and loving service. 

 †  Guacamole 

Directions: 

In a large bowl place the scooped 

avocado pulp 

and lime juice, 

toss gently to 

coat.  Gently 

mash the 

avocado and 

add the salt.  

Fold in the 

onions, tomatoes, cilantro and garlic.  Let set for an hour then 

serve with your favorite tortilla chips. 

Ingredients: 

4 Haas avocados, halved, seeded 

and peeled 

1 ½ limes, juiced 

¾ tsp. kosher salt 

1 small onion, diced 

2 Roma tomatoes, seeded and diced 

1 T. chopped cilantro 

1 clove garlic, minced 
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1 Sarah Sullinger 

3 Barbara Mullen 

4 John Stauffer 

5 Nicolette Kirner 

 Thomas Franklin 

6 Pamela Mannion 

7 Albert Chaleski 

9 Joan Stein 

10 Austin Williams 

13 Justin DoBosh 

16 Mitchel O’Hara, Jr. 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions 

or corrections to the above list. 

17 Jeffrey Janofsky 

18 Delores Ready 

 Sylvia Pinheiro 

 Venus Okwuka 

19 David Allen 

 David Baskett 

 John Beck 

20 John Altemus 

21 David Crisalli 

23 Linda Pendergast 

 Stephen Werneburg 

24 Jennifer Kast 

 Melanie Schofield 

 Michael Healey 

30 Bridgit O’Hara 

 Elizabeth Gardner 

Please 

pray 

for 

each 

of the 

parishioners on 

their birthday! 

†  What Purpose Were You Designed For?   
 

I t was for this end that the Almighty made us, and for nothing short of this, that we 

might glorify God and enjoy him for ever.  When a man fashions a vessel or a tool, it 

is that it may answer the purpose for which he designed it, and if it does not answer his de-

sign he casts it away.  What man will keep a horse or a cow if it yield him no benefit?  And 

if a dog never owned you as its master, 

who among you would long call it your 

own?  God has made us that we may glo-

rify him, and if we do not honor him we 

miss the end and object of our being.  I 

care not what you do nor what you are; 

though you should be owners of a score of 

counties, if you love not God your soul is 

poor and degraded; though men should set 

you on a column high in air, and account 

you a hero, if you have not lived for God 

you have lived in vain.  As the vine which 

yields no cluster is useless, so is a man 

who has not honored God.  As an arrow 

which falls short of the mark, as a fig tree 

which yields no figs, as a candle which smokes but yields no light, as a cloud without rain 

and a well without water, is a man who has not served the Lord.  He has led a wasted life - a 

life to which the flower and glory of existence are lacking.  Call it not life at all, but write it 

down as animated death. 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "Gone. Gone For Ever," delivered 

May 28, 1876.  Image by Stefano on Flickr under Creative Commons License. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/14279081@N08/6796869941/in/photostream/
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What’s the Use? 
 

A s I write this (on Tuesday) we celebrate the First Book of Common Prayer, which 

came into use on Whitsunday in 1549, and I thought it might be of interest, at least 

to some of you, to explore a bit of what preceded it.  The word ‘use’ as employed here 

means local practices for worship, and might apply to the customs of a single church, or to 

general regional practices.  In either case a use can be thought of as a local expression of a 

more widely used Rite. 

In Cranmer’s day there was a Western Rite (which still exists as the underlying form of 

worship for Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans, and others).  In England (and Wales) 

alone there were several such regional uses (Cranmer lists five, “And where heretofore, 

there hath been great diversity in saying and singing in churches within 

this realm: some following Salsbury use, some Herford use, some the use 

of Bangor, some of Yorke, & some of Lincolne” in the Preface to the 

1549 BCP - reprinted in our own Book on pages 866-867) and similar 

patterns prevailed throughout Europe.  It might be noted that in Spain, 

and in Milan Italy, the local liturgies differed sufficiently from the 

Western norms that they were, and are, considered distinct Rites.  

Cranmer, interestingly, departed substantially from many of these norms, 

but in that Preface described his aim as providing one use for the realm 

translated and simplified for easier participation by the people, and on 

the Title Page referred to the BCP as “after the use of the Church of 

England,” thus claiming continuity with the Western Rite.  Nearly all 

editions of the Prayer Book have retained this statement, substituting the 

names of other Anglican Churches for ‘Church of England.’  It was, of course, the invention 

of printing which made this uniformity possible, and while Cranmer was creating one use 

for England, the Council of Trent was laying the groundwork for similar uniformity in the 

Church of Rome, creating a Roman Rite which replaced most of the older uses. 

Of these older English uses the most widely used was that of Salisbury (or Sarum).  

William the Conqueror moved many English Cathedrals from small villages to larger and 

more defensible towns and that was the case here.  He also named St. Osmund, a Norman 

nobleman and his cousin, as the new bishop.  Osmund showed great organizational skill, 

and took advantage of the new see city to build a great cathedral, and to organize its clergy 

and its services.  He did not so much create a brand new form as compile material from 

various sources into a unified whole.  His cathedral chapter (governing body) comprised 32 

canons, whose primary duties included conducting a full round of daily worship in the 

cathedral, and doing mission work in the surrounding area.  This pattern was borrowed from 

Norman cathedrals, and later became standard throughout England. 

Like all such work at the time, his liturgical arrangements were scattered through a 

number of books (most of which survive in copies from the 13th century and later).  The first 

was the Ordinal containing general directions for how 

to do the service.  Over the next two centuries it was 

widely adopted, with some adaptations, throughout 

England.  A later and more detailed version, called the 

consuetudinary or customary, often geared specifically 

for the layout of Salisbury Cathedral was created for the 

new (and still current) building which replaced the 

original in 1258.  This also came to be widespread even 

though many of the ceremonial details could only be used at Sarum - for example specific 

places were listed for reading the Gospel on different occasions.  Because it was written in 

(Continued on page 18) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Newcomers Welcome Reception 
  

A re you new to St. Paul’s within the last year or so?  Join us, this 

Sunday, June 3rd, for our annual newcomers welcome reception 

from 2-4 pm in the Guild Room.  Contact the Parish Office for more 

information (203) 775-9587. 

solid columns of black lettering with white margins it was commonly referred to as ‘the 

[mag]pie’ and Cranmer’s reference to it in his Preface is famous: “Moreover, the number 

and hardness of the Rules called the Pie, and the manifold changings of the service, was the 

cause, that to turn the Book only, was so hard and intricate a matter, that many times, there 

was more business to find out what should be read, than to read it when it was found out.”  

It is likely that at first there was a Sacramentary containing the Priest’s part of the Mass 

along with a Gradual for the variable anthems assigned to Sundays and feasts, a Kyriale 

with the music for the fixed parts of the service (Kyrie, Gloria, Creed, &c.) and Gospel and 

Epistle books for these readings.  By the 13th century we have Missals that contained all of 

these texts and sometimes all of the music as well.  The separate books, continued to be 

used for the convenience of choir and readers, and to some extent this has carried over into 

modern practice.  The Daily Offices (ancestors of our Morning and Evening Prayer) were 

sung in cathedrals, monasteries, and some large churches, but were customarily recited 

alone by clergy in other places, so they came to be compiled in a single volume fairly early; 

but separate volumes with the music would be provided where these services were sung.  

Another volume, the Manual, provided occasional services like Baptism and Marriage, and 

still another, the Pontifical, had the services used by Bishops.  Finally there was the 

Martyrology, a list of saints with short biographies and arranged according to the calendar 

that I wrote about a few weeks ago.  

By the time of St. Osmund Latin was still used by scholars as well as in the Church, but 

it was no longer generally understood by laypeople, and worship had become quite technical 

and highly professionalized.  It is not surprising then that both “find[ing] out what should be 

read” and carrying out the prescribed ceremonial actions required considerable “business.”  

Cranmer’s work greatly simplified the finding of texts - especially for the Daily Office 

where the complications were most 

pronounced; but left most of the 

ceremonies to the discretion of 

individual clergy and churches.  The 

Oxford Movement, and the revival of a 

more Catholic approach in Anglican 

Churches led to a desire for recovering 

more of the ceremonial, and while some 

churches merely copied what Roman 

Catholics were doing, others made a 

deliberate attempt to adapt Sarum 

customs to the BCP.  Percy Dearmer’s 

Parson’s Handbook was an influential 

example of this, and there are several churches today which have adopted a Sarum pattern 

for their services.  The closest is Christ Church, Bronxville, and their web site includes a 

number of pictures of worship there.  Occasionally a church will do a ‘demonstration’ 

service. using essentially the full Sarum use, and there is also a Western Rite branch of the 

Russian Orthodox Church that has adopted Sarum as their use, and it can be experienced at 

their monastery, Holy Name Abbey, in New Jersey. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

(Continued from page 17)  
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Holy Father, Great Creator 

Gradual Hymn Sing Praise to Our Creator 

Offertory Hymn Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
Closing Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

 

†  Power to the Pews: Internal Marketing   
May 29, 2012 by Kevin D. Hendricks  

 

A t first glance that might seem kind of ridiculous.  Why would a church attendee need 

to promote the church to other attendees?  Everybody’s already there, isn’t that 

mission accomplished?  Not exactly.  If your only goal is getting more people into your 

church’s door, then maybe you can call that done.  But just because somebody walks into 

your church once doesn’t mean they’re going to come back.  A thousand factors influence 

whether they’ll come back or not, but a big one (aside from the spiritual) is the kind of 

experience they have. 

Hopefully your church staff does a lot to make that experience worthwhile.  But there’s 

also a lot the person in the pew can do to supplement what’s 

already being done.  And in some cases, there are things the lay 

person needs to do that a staff just can’t. 

Being Friendly 

This should go without saying, but it still needs to be said: Be 

friendly.  Perhaps the single greatest thing the average person in 

the pew can do to bring people back to their church is simply 

being friendly to the people in the pews around them.  Say hello.  

Introduce yourself.  Actually remember their name.  If you see 

somebody new at church, welcome them.  If you see someone 

looking lost, help them out.  If you see somebody who looks a 

little uncomfortable, try to put them at ease.  You don’t have to be 

over the top (and that can scare people away), but be kind.  This 

doesn’t exactly qualify as marketing, but in a way it is.  It’s part 

of your church’s image.  And hopefully it goes deeper than that.  Friendship is one of the 

main things that keeps people in church. 

Coffee Hour 

Many churches are well known for their ability to socialize over bad coffee and stale 

pastries.  Sadly many more churches lack this social lubricant that gives people something to 

do while they’re standing around waiting for church or classes to start.  You can’t help but 

feel welcome when you’re sharing food together. 

Name Tags 

Some people are horrible at remembering names.  And it’s not just the new people.  You 

could be attending my church for 20 years and if you sit on the opposite side of the 

sanctuary, it’s entirely possible that I’ll never remember your 

name.  But knowing someone’s name is a key way to make 

them feel welcomed.  If a new person comes back a second 

week and people remember their name?  That’s a good 

feeling.  So try a name tag.  Yes, it’s dorky.  And no, please 

don’t force new people to wear name tags.  But maybe you 

set an example and wear a name tag every week.  It’s kind of 

goofy, but it smooths those introductions as people instantly 

(Continued on page 20) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0x3Fq7JqFI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2rc2ebJLF4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juUb7HnWryo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4SReAOoooY
http://www.churchmarketingsucks.com/author/kevinhendricks/
http://www.churchmarketingsucks.com/2012/04/making-visitors-feel-welcome-but-not-too-welcome/
http://www.churchmarketingsucks.com/2012/02/peter-haas-on-the-value-of-community/
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know what your name is.  Maybe some other folks will follow your lead and more name tags 

will appear. 

Invite People 

Every church has their own special social events throughout the year.  Maybe it’s a 

fundraising dinner or a Sunday picnic.  Maybe it’s just a casual lunch after church.  Or a 

bible study.  But there are these casual events that happen outside the worship service and it 

can be hard for newcomers to take the plunge and attend.  Some of these events are in the 

bulletin (and worse, some aren’t!), but it’s still awkward for new people to come.  Do they 

really want to drive all the way to church for the big picnic or other event?  What if they 

can’t find the right spot?  What if they don’t recognize anyone?  It’s the same issues they 

faced when they first came to your church, all over again.  

Make it easy on people and give them a personal 

invitation.  Calm their fears, answer their questions and 

help them feel like they belong.  And don’t ask once.  Ask 

several times over a period of weeks.  It’s simple (so 

simple we don’t even think about it), but it can go a long 

way. 

Connect Your Congregation 

Churches can be kind of like high school, 

where people from all different classes and groups come together.  It can be a 

chance to interact with people who are different, discover something new and 

stretch yourself.  But not if everybody hangs out in their tight little cliques, just 

like high school.  Help people connect.  Introduce people.  Do a little 

networking and cross-pollinate different groups.  Connect the guy looking for a 

construction job with the guy who does site management.  Introduce the new 

young adult couple to your active group of young adults.  When you meet the 

new guy who does PR for a living, introduce him to your church’s 

communications team. 

Ask How You Can Help 

There’s a lot you can do to promote your church on the inside.  If you’re short 

on ideas, ask the church leadership and pick their brains.  Ask how you can 

help.  It’s likely they have a lot of great ideas and not enough manpower to 

make them happen.  You can be that man- or womanpower. 

(Continued from page 19) 

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on 

Mother’s Day. 

 Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting 

women during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to 

material assistance for the care of the newborn, such as 

cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 

pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They 

offer post-abortion counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual 

“Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at the back of the 

church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to please fill with your loose change and bills 

and return on Father’s Day. 

For more information, contact: Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or Debbie Werneburg.. 
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† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

A nyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving memory 

of a father on Fathers’ Day, June 17, please make your 

check payable to Saint Paul's Church and include the name(s) to be 

included in the bulletin.  All memorials are due by Sunday, June 10. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

M ike DeAnzeris & Richard Schappach celebrate today!  

Friday is the big day for Sarah Sullinger.  Barbara Mullen 

will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  John Stauffer will be 

opening presents on Monday.  Nicolette Kirner & Thomas 

Franklin will be another year older and wiser on Tuesday.  

Pamela Mannion will be expecting your card on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 
6:00 PM Marriage  

               Course 

3 1 Pentecost 

 
8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

9:15 AM Confirmation Class 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

2:00 PM Newcomers Tea 

 

4 

 
4:30 PM Christian  

               Caring 

 

7:00 PM Stephen 

Ministry  

5 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

6 

 
10:00 AM Holy 

Eucharist and Healing 

7 

 
7:30 PM Mission   

                Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  

              Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

8 9 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

10 2 Pentecost 

 
8:00 AM Traditional  

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist/  

                  Confirmation 

12:00 PM Church Picnic 

5:00 PM Youth Group 

6:15 PM Vespers 
 

 

11 12 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

13 

 
10:00 AM Holy 

Eucharist and Healing 

 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 

 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

14 

 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  

                Ministry 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

15 16 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  

                  Quilters 
 

6:00 PM Marriage  

                Course 

 

17 3 Pentecost 

 
8:00 AM Traditional   

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

18 

 
7:00 PM Stephen 

Ministry  

19 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

20 

 
10:00 AM Holy 

Eucharist and Healing 

21 

 
7:00 PM Healing Team  
 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

22 

 
7:00 PM Youth Group  

                 Lockin 

23 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 
2:00 PM House of 

Prayer 

 

6:00 PM Marriage  

                Course 

24 4 Pentecost 

 
8:00 AM Traditional  

                              Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Adult Christian Ed. 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

25 26 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

27 

 
10:00 AM Holy 

Eucharist and Healing 

28 

 
7:30 PM Music Night 

29 30 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 

Donna Betts, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Heather Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Bridgit 

O’Hara, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Preston 

Powell, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 

Debbie Werneburg, 

& Gail Winkley. 

Technologically Speaking 

At St. Paul’s we embrace the digital age we live 

in.  Click here for our active website.  And you 

can follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  Also if 

you would like to receive the Sunday bulletins 

in PDF format for your iPad or other type of e-

reader to use during the services contact us at 

the following link.  

Scan our QR Code. 

Bridgit Shows Her Talent 
 

T he New Milford High School 24th 
Annual Art Show took place over 
the Memorial Day weekend at the 

New Milford Railroad Station. 
 Artwork of graduating seniors was 
juried and selected for exhibition in the 
show by the art department staff. 
 One of the featured artists was our 

very own Bridgit O’Hara whose work included a self-portrait and 
several pen and ink drawings, Bridgit’s favorite media to work with.  
Bridgit’s talent is not limited to paintings and drawings; one of her 
poems was published in the school’s literary magazine.  And as if 
that was not enough, Bridgit posed for a couple of her fellow artists 
whose art work was also displayed in the show.  In one series of 

photographs, Bridgit was covered in mud.  
Another artist, who works with packing tape, 
used Bridgit’s legs as a model for one of his 
sculptures. 
 Each of the talented seniors donated one of 
their pieces to the school. 
 Congratulations to Bridgit who will study art at 
Roger Williams College in the fall.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20Bulletins%20in%20PDF%20Format
http://www.newmilfordspectrum.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=news&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22New+Milford+High+School%22
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

