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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

I n the display case in back of the 

church are “five smooth stones” 

picked up by our Rector Emeritus, George 

Crocker, during a pilgrimage to Israel in 

the 1990’s.  The stone were gathered from 

the field where 

David slew 

Goliath in the 

valley of Elah. 

Our Old 

Testament 

reading this week 

recounts the 

story. 

O ur Adult Ed and 10:30 am service 

this Sunday will involve a special 

guest, Frank Barnaba (he won't be 

preaching, just speaking during Adult Ed 

Hour and announcements on that day).  

You will see from his website that he has 

received special honors, including from 

President Reagan, and remains dedicated 

to combating child trafficking. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., June 21 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Fri., June 22 - 7:00 pm - Youth Group Lock-In 

 Sat., June 23 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer 

   6:00 pm - Marriage Course, Parish Hall 

 Sun., June 24 -           Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

 Mon., June 25 -           Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

 Tue., June 26 - 7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed., June 27 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., June 28 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary  

†  Five Smooth Stones 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://barnabainstitute.org/wordpress/
http://barnabainstitute.org/wordpress/
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

  

†  Where Did You Go to Church 

Last Week? 

S t. John's Church in Northampton, Massachusetts was my home 

away from home during the four years I was at Smith College.  It 

had an active college ministry and services and events were always well 

attended.  I went to the early service on May 27th during my 65th reunion 

and even though the parish no longer has a college ministry I was happy to 

see that it is a Christ centered and welcoming parish.  - Betty Gardner 

†  Summer Is a Lot Like Stewardship (huh?) 
 

By Donald Romanik 
 

I t’s already the middle of June and the Fourth of July is only a few weeks away.  

Summer is flying by and it hasn’t even started yet.  What ever happened to the lazy, 

hazy, crazy days of summer, when everything shut down, everyone went away, nobody 

scheduled meetings, and you had time to get to long neglected projects? 

Every year I have wildly unrealistic expectations of what I want to do – house and 

garden projects, getting together with friends, picnics and barbecues, day trips, going to the 

beach, relaxing, and just staring into space.  Ironically, in my frenzy of planning I 

unwittingly limit the possibilities for summer, by not leaving room for spontaneity.  And 

before I know it, it’s Labor Day, I’m still exhausted, and all of my planning seems to have 

been for naught because I could never have gotten everything done anyhow. 

Why do I get myself into this annual cycle of making plans I can never keep?  When did 

summer become just another hectic time of year instead of a time of rest and refreshment?  

Am I the only one with this problem, or is this a wider phenomenon? 

I know I have to slow down and let summer happen – come what may.  Rather than try 

to control it, measure it, or shape it to meet my own needs, I need to 

relax, unwind and be open to the wonder of the season. 

 Which brings me to how summer is a lot like stewardship.  We 

often do everything we can to narrowly define and limit our roles and 

responsibilities as stewards of God’s creation.  After all, we can only 

do so much with what we have and what we are given.  And like 

summer, isn’t stewardship season really only three short months? 

 Why do we put ourselves in boxes when it comes to summer and 

stewardship?  Instead, we need to let God take control of our lives 

and help us become the faithful and generous people we are called to 

be – without boundaries, limits or reservations. 

Like the seasons of the church year, the seasons of the calendar year 

provide unique opportunities to focus our energies on new ways of 

looking at our lives and new ways of doing things.  Instead of being a 

quick and rushed three months, summer should be a time of 

abundance of daylight, sunshine, heat, humidity, and zucchini from 

the garden.  We need to recognize, embrace, and celebrate that 

abundance.  Then, just like other times in the year, we need to let go 

and continue our faithful journeys. 

 A bountiful summer to all! 

Donald Romanik is president of the Episcopal Church Foundation  

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=20
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It's almost 

time for VBS 2012 and we are 

seeking volunteers to help lead 

crews and run activities.  Come 

one, come all!  Seeking adults 

or youth 14 and older.  If you 

are interested, contact: 

Marie Williams Marieg3@aol.com /(203) 364-9209 

or Jen Falci jcf0919@gmail.com / (203) 775-4463. 

VBS 2012 
Monday, July 16th   Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm  Click on the plane 

to see  a video 

about this year’s 

VBS 

Volunteers 

click here 

mailto:Marieg3@aol.com/%28203%29
mailto:jcf0919@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsE0E2Gt0gE&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPP3_j9Fzzs&feature=player_embedded
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…but after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.”  

ACTS 13:25 
 

S tewardship is recognizing that everything we have is a gift from God.  We can 

take credit for nothing.  Do you take time daily to thank God for the gifts you 

have received?  Do you show gratitude to God every day?  Are you generous without 

expecting anything in return? 

†  Despised - But Chosen by God! 

T he rejected of men are often the beloved of the Lord.  It is more painful to notice 

that David’s father should have had no idea of David’s excellence.  A father has 

naturally more love to his child than a brother to his brother, and frequently the youngest 

child is the darling; but David does not seem to have been the tender one of his father.  Jesse 

calls him the least, and if I understand the word which he uses in the original, there is some-

thing more implied than his being the youngest; he was the least in the estimation of the ill-

judging parent.  It is strange that he should have been left out when the rest were summoned 

to the feast, and I cannot acquit Jesse of fault in hav-

ing omitted to call his son, when that feast was a 

special religious service.  At a sacrifice all should be 

present; when the prophet comes none should be 

away, and yet it was not thought worthwhile to call 

David, although one would think a servant might 

have kept the sheep, and so the whole family might 

have met on so hallowed an occasion; yet no son 

was left in the field but David, all the others were 

assembled. 

 It sometimes happens (but O how wrongly!) that 

one in the family is overlooked, even by his parent, 

in his hopes and prayers.  The father seems to think, 

“God may be pleased to convert William; he may call Mary; I trust in his providence we 

shall see John grow up to be a credit to us; but as for Richard or Sarah, I do not know what 

will ever become of them.” How often will parents have to confess that they have mis-

judged, and that the one upon whom they have set the black mark, has been after all the joy 

and comfort of their lives, and has given them more satisfaction than all the rest put to-

gether.  Art thou such one, young man?  Art thou painfully conscious that thou hast a nar-

row share in thy parent’s heart?  Be not downcast, distressed, or broken-hearted about this.  

Thou farest as David did before thee, and if he the favored servant of God, the man after 

God’s own heart, could put up with his position, be not thou too proud to abide in it, for if 

thy father and thy mother forsake thee, if the Lord take thee up, he will be better to thee than 

the best of parents. 

From a sermon entitled "Who Are Elected?," delivered July 9, 1865.  Image by Lida 

Rose under Creative Commons License.  

Faith doesn't wait until it understands; in that case it wouldn't be faith. 

~ Vance Havner  

http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.thedailyspurgeon.com/2009/03/despised-but-chosen-by-god.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lidarose/230286778/
https://twitter.com/#%21/search/%23faith
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 T omorrow night St Paul’s OWN will 

be having their summer “Lock-in.”  

We’ll be starting at 7 pm on Friday, and 

finishing up at 7 am on Saturday morning.  

This event is open to all current youth-group 

members and their friends.  You can e-mail 

youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com if 

you’re planning on being there. 

Youth Work Day 
St. Paul’s OWN is planning our first Youth Work Day this July 28th – 

and we need your help to make it happen! We’re looking for a handful of 

small projects to tackle that will make a difference, big or small, to some 

members of our St. Paul’s family. If you have, or know someone who has, 
a small project at your house that you’re not able to complete yourself – 

please let us know how we can help! 

Some examples of projects we can take on: 

Yard cleanup (raking, mowing, clearing overgrowth) 

Basement or attic that needs a little cleaning or organizing 

Minor household repairs – broken fence, wobbly step 

Small painting projects 
Examples of projects which are too big for us to tackle: 

Painting your whole house 

Building a deck, addition, barn, in-ground pool 

Laying sod 

Cleaning a teenager’s bedroom… 

 Please send in any project 

ideas and suggestions by 

Sunday, June 17th. You can e-
mail them to 
youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com  

 

 We’re also in need a few 

handy adults who are willing 
to spend the day with some of 

our youth and help oversee 

one of the projects.  If you are 

free on July 28th and would 

like to help out, please e-mail 

us at 
youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com.  

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

June 22nd  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7am 

July 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

July 28th  -  Youth Work Day 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

 

mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
mailto:youth.stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T he sermon last Sunday marks the beginning of a multi-part series on the life of King 

David.  Exploring the background of David's initial call, and looking at the figures 

of Samuel and Saul, Fr. Shepley looks at how God does not "call the qualified, but qualifies 

those called."  With special emphasis on our callings in this present day and age, the 

message prepares the hearer to begin a journey of studying David's life in its many forms.   

To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

June 25 
 

Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 

J ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was the son of elderly parents, 

Elizabeth and Zechariah, and was related to Jesus on his mother’s side.  His birth is 

celebrated six months before Christmas Day, since, according to Luke, Elizabeth 

became pregnant six months before the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary. 

 John figures prominently in all four Gospels, but the account of his birth is 

given only in the Gospel according to Luke.  His father, Zechariah, a priest of 

the Temple at Jerusalem, was struck speechless because he doubted a vision 

foretelling John’s birth.  When his speech was restored, Zechariah uttered a 

canticle of praise, the Benedictus, which is one of the canticles in the Daily 

Office. 

 John lived ascetically in the desert.  He was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt, and 

ate locusts and wild honey.  He preached repentance, and called 

upon people to prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and of 

the Messiah, baptizing his followers to signify their repentance 

and new life. Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

John had many followers, some of whom became Jesus’ 

disciples.  Because of his denunciation of the sins of Herod, 

especially Herod’s incestuous marriage, John incurred the 

enmity of Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was put in prison.  

Through Herodias’ plotting with Salome, her daughter, Herod 

was led to promise a gift to Salome, who demanded John’s head.  

John was thereupon executed. 

John is remembered during Advent as a prophet, and at 

Epiphany as the baptizer of Jesus.  The Gospel according to John 

quotes the Baptist as saying to his followers that Jesus is the Lamb of God, and prophesying, 

“He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). 

SAVE-THE-DATE 
PICNIC POTLUCK 

Join the St. Paul’s Family on 
SUNDAY AUGUST 5TH 

AT THE BEACH ON 
CANDLEWOOD LAKE 
More details to come 
FUN TIMES IN THE 
SUMMER TIME!!! 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard.  Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

 
†  Couscous Tabouli 

Directions: 

 Bring a medium-size saucepan of 

salted water to a boil over medium heat.  

Add the couscous and cook until al 

dente, 7 to 8 minutes.  Drain the 

couscous and set aside to cool.  

Meanwhile, in a small bowl, whisk 

together the lemon juice and zest with the olive oil to make a vinaigrette.  

Season with salt and pepper to taste. 

 In a large serving bowl, mix together the couscous, parsley, cilantro, 

mint, tomatoes, and scallions.  Toss with the vinaigrette and season to 

taste.  Allow it to sit for at least a half hour so the flavors can marry. 

Ingredients: 

1 cup couscous  

Kosher salt and freshly ground 

black pepper  

1 lemon, zested and juiced  

3 tablespoons olive oil  

1 cup finely chopped parsley  

1/2 cup finely chopped cilantro  

2 tablespoons chopped fresh mint  

2 ripe tomatoes, seeded and diced  

3 scallions, chopped 

A  big, big thank you to everyone who made our end of the year picnic a 

delicious success!  A special THANK YOU to Shane and Nicolette Kirner 

for cooking the hamburgers, cheeseburgers and hot dogs to perfection!  We hope 

that everyone has a safe and happy summer!  

 

Mark your calendars - Sunday School will resume beginning on Sunday, 

September 9th.  Parents, please plan on arriving 10 minutes early so that you can 

register your children for the 2012-2013 Sunday School year. 

 

We are still in need of some extra help in the nursery for the 2012-2013 

Church School year.  If you are interested, please see either Heather Melody or 

Lori O'Hara or email the church office and one of us will contact you. 

 

Teachers - we will get in touch with you by the end of July or early August to 

pass out the 2012-2013 school year materials and answer any questions. 
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Capernaum 
 

C apernaum was an ancient fishing town located on the northern shore of the Sea of 

Galilee.   It had a population of about 1,500 and has been uninhabited since the 8th 

century.  Jesus settled here after he left Nazareth and it 

was the place where he made his first disciples from 

among the local fisherman – Simon (called 

Peter), his brother Andrew, and James and 

his brother John.  Archaeological excavations 

have revealed two ancient synagogues built one 

over the other.  A church near Capernaum is 

said to be the home of Saint Peter. 

 Jesus taught in the synagogue in 

Capernaum and healed various people: a man 

possessed by the devil, Peter's mother-in-law 

and many of the sick of the town.  Capernaum is the location of the famous 

healing of the paralytic lowered through the roof to reach Jesus and also where 

Jesus raised from the dead the daughter of an official of the synagogue. 

 The recorded teachings of Jesus in Capernaum include the sower, of a grain 

of mustard seed, of leaven, of the treasure hidden in the field, of tares among the 

wheat and of the fishing net.  Because of his preaching and the many miracles which he 

performed, large crowds of people from Capernaum and the surrounding area flocked 

around Jesus and formed the nucleus of one of the 

earliest congregations of converts, making 

Capernaum of great importance at the very 

beginning of Christianity. 

History 

 Archaeological evidence demonstrates that the 

town was established in the 2nd century BC during 

the Hasmonean period.  The ruins 

of the ancient Capernaum were 

first discovered in 1838.  In 1866, 

remains of the synagogue were 

identified, and in 1894 many of the 

ruins were recovered by the 

Franciscans who took custody and 

raised a fence to protect the ruins 

from frequent vandalism. 

(Continued on page 9) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

Remains of Peter’s home under church 

Roman architectural 

remains.  Depiction of the 

Ark of the Covenant. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Galilee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Galilee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synagogues
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasmonean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vandalism
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The most important excavations began in 1905 and resulted in the discovery of two 

public buildings, the synagogue and an octagonal church.  Later in 1968 the major discovery 

was of a house which is claimed to be St. Peter's 

house, in a neighborhood of the town from the 1st 

century AD.  These excavations have been ongoing. 

Synagogue 

 The ruins of the synagogue indicate that it is one 

of the oldest of synagogues in the world.  The large, 

ornately carved, white building stones of the 

synagogue stood out prominently among the smaller, 

plain blocks of local black basalt used for the towns 

other buildings, almost all residential.  The synagogue 

was built almost entirely of white limestone brought 

from distant quarries. 

 The building consists of four parts: the praying 

hall, the western patio, a southern balustrade and a 

small room at the northwest of the building.  The 

praying hall faces south looking toward Jerusalem. 

 The synagogue appears to have been built around 

the fourth or 5th century.  Beneath the foundation of 

this synagogue lies another foundation made of basalt, 

suggesting that this is the foundation of a synagogue 

from the 1st century, perhaps the one mentioned in the 

Gospels.  The ancient synagogue has two inscriptions, 

one in Greek and the other in Aramaic, that remember 

the benefactors that helped in the construction of the 

building.  There are also carvings of five-and six-

pointed stars and of palm trees. 

The Jesus Boat 

Earlier, our day began with a visit to the ancient fishing boat at the Yigal Allon Museum 

at Kibbutz Ginosar.  After our visit to Capernaum, we 

headed back to Tiberias for a cruise on the Sea of 

Galilee in a replica of the Jesus boat.  After a brief 

teaching by Pastor Michael of Roxbury, CT, we sat 

back and enjoyed the peacefulness of the Sea. 

Tonight plans are in the making for the morning 

when we will visit the Jordan River and those who 

have decided to be baptized, select a minister or friend 

to perform the rites.   

Shabbat begins at sundown and it is observed; we 

have been informed that hotel services will be minimal. 

Shalom.  

(Continued from page 8) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

on April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Capernaum 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Peter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldest_synagogues_in_the_world
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basalt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balustrade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aramaic_language
mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Church, State, and Marriage: Part 1 
 

A lthough Church and State are essentially independent of each other in this country, 

there are some areas where they definitely intersect.  Two of these are in matters of 

property, and of marriage.  In both these cases there are civil as well as canon (church) laws 

which Church members are expected to follow.  We’ll leave the matter of property for 

another time, but marriage issues will be raised at the General Convention this summer, and 

a look at the background and some current questions seems worthwhile. 

It is remarkable how little we know about ancient marriage practices.  In the Old 

Testament we read often of people being married but very little about how that relationship 

was established.  The nearest thing to a marriage ceremony is found in Genesis with the 

marriages of Jacob to Leah and Rachel, but the only formalities 

we hear of are a banquet (for Leah, but probably for Rachel also) 

followed by consummation of the marriage.  There is no mention 

of even mutual consent, much less vows, and in fact the trickery 

with Leah would have made any real consent moot.  This 

account does suggest a public recognition of the union, but more 

in the context of what we would call a reception than of a 

marriage service.  In the New Testament too we hear of marriage 

banquets, but still no real reference to a ceremony. 

We do know that in Rome the mutual consent of the couple 

and the consent of their fathers (if still living) was publicly expressed, and that some form of 

ceremony usually took place, though the details of this seem to have varied.  Among the 

Greeks the wedding ceremonies usually took three days including feasts, sacrificial 

offerings, and the physical move from the bride’s father’s home to her husband’s.  In New 

Testament times monogamy seems to have been the norm for Jews and most Gentiles, but 

Paul’s requirement of monogamy for Spiritual leaders suggests that polygamy was not 

absolutely prohibited for all Christians – though it may have been directed against 

remarriage.  

The frequent use in the New Testament of the image of the Church as the bride of Christ 

gave the early church strong reasons to take a religious view of marriage, but there seems to 

be no evidence of any specific Christian form of 

marriage service either before Constantine’s recognition 

of the Church or for the next century or so after.  

Marriage regulation remained in the hands of the 

emperor and early Christians seem to have followed 

local customs – omitting pagan sacrifices, and perhaps 

substituting some form of Christian prayer.  It was only 

after the fall of the Western Empire (476 AD) when 

Church officials began taking on various governmental functions that marriage regulation 

became primarily a Church function, and even then the church was originally acting as the 

de facto civil authority more than as a religious one.  

Although we find suggestions of a sacramental status for marriage as early as St. 

Augustine (354-430) and in several other writers, the formal recognition (in the Roman 

Church) of marriage as a Sacrament did not come until the 13th century (at the same time as 

the development of Eucharistic sacramental theology).  During the intervening period, 

however, we find a number of theologians discussing what elements are necessary to create 

a valid legal marriage.  Archbishop Hincmar of Rheims (9th century) identified three such 

elements: sacrament, mutual consent, and consummation (usually understood to include 

continued cohabitation).  As noted, marriage had not yet been formally defined as a 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Jacob with Laban and his 

daughters, Rachel & Leah 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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sacrament, but the theological discussion which led to that definition was 

ongoing, and Hincmar seems to have accepted that view.  Public consent was the 

primary element in Roman marriage (Hincmar also gives public celebration as a 

condition for valid marriage) while consummation was primary in North 

European thought.  Thus we see two major secular traditions linked to the 

Christian notion of a sacramental union.  Later writers, however, reverted to the 

Roman notion of mutual consent (even in private, though that was considered 

irregular) as the one essential element.  The public element was from an early 

date maintained by the requirement of witnesses to the actual vows and by the 

publication of banns (announcements of the intended marriage) in the parishes 

where both parties lived.  (Much of the material in this and the following 

paragraphs is derived from this article. 

 It is only in the tenth century that we begin to find records of actual Christian 

marriage ceremonies, though we find a reference to church weddings as early as 

the fourth century in the eastern churches, and blessings for a marriage as early as the sixth 

in Italy.  In time the involvement of a priest became common but was usually limited to 

pronouncing a blessing; in fact some writers directed the clergy to stay away from weddings 

except for this blessing as the procedure was often somewhat bawdy (alas, they don’t give 

details).  By the 12th century it became the additional role of the priest to be an official 

witness to the consents, to guide the couple in such acts as joining hands and exchanging the 

ring (rarely rings) which symbolized that consent, and to declare that it was done properly 

and that they were married.  Even then, however, it was rare and sometimes even forbidden 

for weddings to be performed in a church.  Rather the ceremony would be performed at the 

Church door (Chaucer – late 13th century – says of the Wife of Bath, “Housbondes at 

chirche dore she hadde fyve,”) and the couple might go into the church afterwards.  

Weddings were commonly celebrated on Sundays or Holy days, and it seems that the couple 

and their friends would gather outside for the wedding and then go in for the regular service.  

Even in Chaucer’s time, however, marriage in church was becoming common for the 

highest classes, but as late as 1542 English marriage rites called for the service to begin at 

the door (though I am not sure that this was still true in practice).  It is also during this 

period that traditional elements of the betrothal or engagement ceremony (which was 

usually secular in nature) began to migrate to the wedding service.  These included initial 

questions to determine that the couple was eligible to be married, that they wanted to do so 

(a future consent), and the giving of the ring, and sometimes the presentation of the dowry.  

There are always, of course, exceptions and we know that in 14th and 15th century Florence 

the entire wedding from betrothal to consummation was entirely secular, and it was only on 

the following Sunday that the couple would go to mass together and receive the church’s 

blessing. 

To be continued. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

(Continued from page 10) 

†  Saturday Men’s Prayer Group 

F ollowing the June 30th Breakfast, we have an 

opportunity to visit the garage of a local antique 

car enthusiast.  George Gereg has created a virtual 

Museum of old car memorabilia in his garage.  A 

wonderful and interesting display that will bring back 

good memories to each of us!  Plus, he has a collection 

of beautiful cars that he has carefully restored.  His house 

is in Northeastern Danbury – about a 15 minute drive.  

Plans are to leave from church about 9:15 and to be back at church no later than 11:00. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  

Gradual Hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save  

Offertory Hymn Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us  
Closing Hymn God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him  
 

Lead Us, Heavenly Father, Lead Us 
 

J ames Edmeston, writer of ‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us’ was born in 1791 in 

Wapping in east London, an area that was to become part of the London docklands as 

the city grew and trade expanded.  From an evangelical family, Edmeston was baptised at 

Bull Lane Independent Chapel in Stepney where his mother’s father served as pastor for 

some fifty years.  Educated in Hackney, where his family had 

moved, Edmeston trained as an architect and surveyor, starting out 

on his professional career in 1816, when he was 25. 

Edmeston’s attachment to literature seems as strong as his 

attachment to his profession, he kept a substantial library and 

started publishing volumes of poetry while in his mid-20s.  Perhaps 

it was his liking for the literary qualities of the Church of England 

Prayer Book that prompted Edmeston to leave the evangelical 

Independent chapel tradition in which he grew up and to become a 

member of the Established Church. 

Edmeston valued his church membership, becoming 

churchwarden of his local parish of Saint Barnabas at Homerton in 

London, a prominent position in times when the Established Church 

dominated the life of the country.  Edmeston must also have 

devoted a great deal of time to his writing, for he wrote, it was said, a hymn every Sunday. 

Edmeston seems to have had a particular commitment to children’s ministry, something 

not common in an age when children were simply regarded as younger versions of adults.  

He wrote many hymns marked by their simplicity and the directness of their message in his 

attempts to communicate the Christian faith to young people.  Edmeston was concerned 

with the practical as well as the spiritual welfare of children and he was a strong supporter 

of and regular visitor to the London Orphan Asylum. 

‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us’ first appeared in ‘Sacred Lyrics’, a collection of 

Edmeston’s writing that was published in 1821; it is the only one of the 2,000 hymns he 

wrote that is still in regular use, but perhaps it is quality and not quantity that matters, for it 

has become one of the most popular traditional hymns. 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us’, like its writer, is profoundly spiritual and profoundly 

practical; it acknowledges God as he is and it acknowledges ourselves as we are.  Singing it, 

may we have a sense of God as the one who comes to share our life that we might go to 

share his life.  

†  Adult Christian Education 
 

Join us this Sunday at 9:15 AM in the Guild Room for the Adult Education class lead by 

special guest, Frank Barnaba. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

D avid Crisalli celebrates today!  Saturday is the big day for Linda 

Pendergast & Stephen Werneburg.  Remember to say happy birthday on 

Sunday to Jennifer Kast, Melanie Schofield & Michael Healey.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yz36RlpnQCw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QREAaIXJjs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zGF0reFTHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vG-vPke9aNg&feature=related
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†  Photo Contest for July Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The July issue covers the Pentecost season, 

summer, VBS.  Last year’s pictures are OK.  Have fun.  The deadline is 

June 22nd.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings (click on the red links below to go directly to the text) 
 

“Peace!  Be Still!” 
 

1 Samuel 17: 1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the young man David, already secretly anointed by 

Samuel as king over Israel, arrives in Saul’s encampment.  Here the Israelites have 

engaged the Philistines.  Goliath, a large and impressively arrayed Philistine warrior, has 

challenged the Israelites to produce anyone equal to him in battle, and David, hearing the 

challenge, volunteers.  He goes to battle without the customary armor and fells Goliath with 

a single stone from his slingshot. 

 Psalm 9:9-20 

 A petition for personal deliverance to God who will not forget the poor, the 

needy, or the oppressed. 

 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

 In our epistle reading Paul continues to commend himself, together with the 

ministry of his coworkers, to the troubled Corinthian church.  Paul and his 

colleagues have proven the value of their ministry through multiple and 

profound sufferings, and also in the tenor and quality of their labors.  They do all 

of this in service to Christ and for the benefit of those for whom they strive, and 

at great personal cost.  They have opened their hearts in every way to the 

Corinthians, and now Paul asks that their love and care find reciprocation. 

 Mark 4:35-41 
The gospel is the story of Jesus’ stilling of the storm.  The narrative was used in the life 

of the early church to stress the importance of faith in difficult times.  Still more 

significantly, it served to emphasize the majesty of the Lord Jesus whose power could 

control destructive natural forces and, symbolically, the cosmic forces of evil.  Audiences of 

that time would recognize the parallel between Jesus’ sovereignty over the storm and the 

power of God 

shown when 

he, according 

to myth, 

conquered the 

watery chaos 

and formed 

the world. 

Revelation 22:6 

“These words are 

trustworthy and true. The 

Lord, the God who 

inspires the prophets, 

sent his angel to show his 

servants the things that 

must soon take place.”  

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22:6&version=NIV
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 

ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Good Shepherd, Orange; St. Peter’s, Oxford; Christ Church, Oxford; St. John’s, Pine 

Meadow. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Summer chapels in Norfolk and Fenwick; outdoor worship services. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast, now home from the hospital, pray for full healing and strength 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Naomi Brede, home from hospital last Friday. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent liver transplant; pray that he is able to 

assimilate the new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..for peace in the Middle East 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Isaiah 38:20 " The Lord will save us and we will sing with stringed instruments all the 

days of our lives in the temple of the Lord! 

†  Transforming Gardens 
 

J ust a word of appreciation to the many Garden Angels who are helping 

tend the gardens of St. Paul’s Church.  Don and Gail Winkley have been 

beautifying the area around the cross in the Memorial Garden; Robin Powell 

has been tending the gardens along the Parish Hall and our newest angel, 

Drew Crocker, is sprucing up the bench area of the Memorial Garden. 

 One or two parishioners are still needed to adopt a couple of very small 

areas around the church.  See Pam Szen if you are interested in becoming a 

Garden Angel.  Thanks to everyone for their efforts. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 
 

Debbie Barackman, 

Drew Crocker, 

Lynne Donnelly, 

Jen Falci, Betty 

Gardner, Bill 

Loring, Heather 

Melody, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast, Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen 

and Don Winkley. 

Technologically Speaking 

At St. Paul’s we embrace the digital age we live 

in.  Click here for our active website.  And you 

can follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  Also if 

you would like to receive the Sunday bulletins 

in PDF format for your iPad or other type of e-

reader to use during the services contact us at 

the following link.  

Scan our QR Code. 

†  Pareidolia at St. Paul’s 

Pareidolia is a psychological phenomenon 
involving a vague and random stimulus 

being perceived as significant.  There have 
been many instances of perceptions of 

religious imagery such as Jesus being seen 
in the burn marks on a tortilla or the face of 

the Virgin Mary on a grilled cheese 
sandwich.  Last Sunday afternoon an 

aberration of the Virgin Mary was reported 
to us in the parking lot of St. Paul’s.  Upon 
closer inspection, it was discovered to 

only be Joyce McKenna cleaning up after 
coffee hour! 

PREMIERING 

IN AUGUST 

Click for more 

info  

We got 14 

of 15 right! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
mailto:stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Sunday%20Bulletins%20in%20PDF%20Format
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pareidolia
http://gsntv.com/shows/the-american-bible-challenge/
http://gsntv.com/shows/the-american-bible-challenge/
http://gsntv.com/shows/the-american-bible-challenge/
http://gsntv.com/shows/the-american-bible-challenge/
http://gsntv.com/shows/the-american-bible-challenge/
http://features.pewforum.org/quiz/us-religious-knowledge/
http://features.pewforum.org/quiz/us-religious-knowledge/

