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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  General Appearances 
 

A s we celebrate our country’s independence this week, we recall a 

visit to St. Paul’s by one of America’s top World War II generals.   

Jonathan M. Wainwright was a career American army officer and the 

commander of Allied forces in the Philippines at the time of their surrender 

to the Empire of Japan during World War II.  A POW from 1942-45, he 

was present at the surrender of Japan on the USS Missouri on September 2, 

1945, awarded a Medal of Honor on September 9th by President Truman, 

and given a New York City ticker-tape parade ten days later.  A month 

later he was honored in Brookfield and St. Paul’s (see next page). 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., July 5 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom  

 Sat., July 7 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., July 8 -        Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   5:00 pm - Youth Group 

   6:15 pm - Vespers with Holy Communion 

 Tue., July 10 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed., July 11 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Thu., July 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_M._Wainwright_%28general%29
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p09gugpF_hE
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Article Notes:  The Curtis School 

for Boys was located where the 

Brookfield Library now stands.  

The Sagendorf home stood across 

from the library where the entrance 

to Williams park is now. 
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It's almost 

time for VBS 2012 and we are 

seeking volunteers to help lead 

crews and run activities.  Come 

one, come all!  Seeking adults 

or youth 14 and older.  If you 

are interested, contact: 

Marie Williams Marieg3@aol.com /(203) 364-9209) 

or Jen Falci jcf0919@gmail.com / (203) 775-4463). 

VBS 2012 
Monday, July 16th   Friday, July 20th 

9:00 am to 12:00 pm  Click on the plane 

to see  a video 

about this year’s 

VBS 

If you are a Crew Leader, please attend the 

Crew Leaders meeting on Sunday, 7/15 at 10 

AM.  In addition, all Station Leaders should 

contact us for information and Special Edition 

VBS 2012 Volunteer T-shirts 

Note to  

Volunteer Leaders 

mailto:Marieg3@aol.com/%28203%29
mailto:jcf0919@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsE0E2Gt0gE&feature=player_embedded
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

 “As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and set me on my 

feet, and I heard the one who was speaking say to me, ‘Son of man, 

I am sending you…’”         (Ezekiel 2:2-3) 

 

G od sends each of us to do some special work for Him.  And, 

He gives us all the talents that we need to do that work.  

However, do we listen to God when He calls?  Do we get up on our feet and give our time 

to do the work God asks of us?  This is the basis for good stewardship. 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Week? 
 

O n June 24th, Debbie Pomeroy and John Bilski 

attended services at the Church of St. John in 

the Wilderness in Copake Falls, New York.  But this was 

not just any service.  St. John’s was celebrating their 

160th anniversary and Debbie was 

one of the honored guests. 

 The celebration began at 8:30 at 

the Copake Iron Works with coffee 

and breakfast snacks following at 

9:30 with a joyful procession from 

the Iron Works to the church, followed by the 10:00 am Eucharist. 

 Debbie’s presence there was even mentioned in the sermon, noting 

that it was one of her ancestors, Lemuel Pomeroy, who was a founder 

of the Copake Ironworks and who donated land and money to fund the 

church’s start.  The church, designed by noted ecclesiastical architect 

Richard Upjohn in the Gothic Revival style, was consecrated on June 

29, 1852.  The building is of much historical interest, for Upjohn 

designed many other 

churches, the most famous 

of which is New York's 

Trinity (Wall Street). He 

also founded the American 

Institute of Architects in 

1857. 

 A reception followed 

the service celebrating the historical connection 

between the Iron Works, the Church and the 

community of Copake Falls. 

†  Transforming Ministry - Get Plugged In 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Won't you consider signing up to host a coffee hour?  It's easy, 

rewarding, and a very important ministry at St. Paul's.  Hosting 

services should only be required two or three times a year.  You will 

be assigned to the service of your choice.  Please call Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or email at chamla@charter.net for details.  Thanks 

everyone! 
 

  Last Sunday after the 10:30 

service Maria Beck hosted a 

special Independence Day 

coffee hour that included 

everything, but fireworks! 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.gallup.com/poll/153374/Churchgoers-Boast-Better-Mood-Especially-Sundays.aspx?ref=image
http://www.stjohnw.org/
http://www.stjohnw.org/
http://www.stjohnw.org/static_docs/Sermon_jt624.html
mailto:chamla@charter.net
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Beth She’an 
 

N ow that we have all been renewed at the 

baptismal site at the Jordan River, we 

travel south to Beth She’an which is located at the 

junction of the Jordan River Valley and Jezreel 

Valley, 15 miles south of the Sea of 

Galilee.  Beth She’an has a rich 

history and was first settled about 5000-

6000 years ago on a mound in the heart of 

a region of great fertility and abundant 

water.  It was an important station for 

caravans, located at a junction of major 

ancient roads connecting the east and 

west.  Beth She’an became a hub for 

exporting textiles, crops and linen. 

 There are many mounds in the 

valley and Beth She’an is probably 

the most important of these.  The site 

contains 15 subsequent occupation 

layers (noted elsewhere as no less than 26 

layers); the most important layers are from the 

Egyptian occupation and belong 

archaeologically to the Bronze Age. 

To date, we have seen the excavations at 

Caesarea, Tel Megiddo and Tel Dan and they 

were all magnificent!  What is in store for us at 

Beth She’an are the most spectacular and well-

preserved archaeological sites imaginable and 

one of the largest sites in the world!  Beth She’an contains the ancient tel from the Old 

Testament, for it was at nearby Mt. Gilboa that King Saul was wounded in battle with the 

Philistines.  At the time, Beth She’an was a Philistine city and the Philistines hung 

the dead bodies of King Saul and his son, Jonathan, on the city walls.  Later, it 

became a part of David’s kingdom and in King Solomon’s day it became part of an 

administrative region that include the country’s northern valleys. 

 As time passed, Beth She’an became the Greek city of Scythopolis and during 

Roman occupation it became one of ten cities in the Decapolis.  Beit She’an rose to 

greatness under the Romans and it is the Roman-Byzantine city that we explored.  

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

Excellent models showed us what each city 

looked like in its heyday. 
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Included among the ruins are the Roman theater (built around 200 AD), 

the amphitheater where gladiators once fought and where hunting 

contests were held, the Byzantine bathhouse, the colonnaded main street  

(or “cordo”), shops and a  temple or monastery with ancient mosaic tiles 

still in place.  The city was destroyed by fire under the King of Assyria 

around 732 BCE and was devastated by an earthquake in 749 CE, 

leaving the ruins somewhat intact. 

Brief Timeline 

 Beit She'an was controlled by the Egyptians, from the time when 

Pharaoh Tutmose III (15th Century BCE) and is mentioned in several 

Egyptian texts, one of them a list of cities that the Egyptians conquered 

in Israel under the pharaoh Shishak.  The Egyptian occupation lasted for 

3 centuries.  During this time a temple crowned the top of the tel. 

 It then became a Canaanite city.  Its first mention in the Bible is also 

as a Canaanite city.  In Judges 1:27 Beit Shean is mentioned as 

belonging to the conquered area of the Israelite tribe of Manasseh, but in 

reality the Israelites were not advanced enough yet to be able to conquer 

a fortified stone city.  Besides that, they would have met with the forces of the Canaanites 

who had chariots, while the Israelites fought on foot. 

The Canaanite city was conquered by the Israelites' 

eternal enemy, who did ride on chariots, the 

Philistines, in the 11th Century BCE.  In the famous 

battle of the Israelites against the Philistines on Mount 

Gilboa, the dead bodies of King Saul and his son 

Jonathan were hung on the walls of Beit Shean (1 

Samuel 31:10).  About this mournful event King David 

sang his lament, which is one of the best known and 

moving poems of the Bible (2 Samuel 1:27-27).  In his 

poem David pays homage to King Saul, who pursued 

David to his death (but did not 

succeed), and to Jonathan, his 

best friend "whose love [was] 

more wonderful than the love of women." 

 During Byzantine rule the linen workers were reduced to slaves, 

as the state had full control of the linen industry and could do what 

they wanted.  This resulted in a drift away of skilled linen workers 

who were in demand in other places.  After the Arab conquest the 

name of the city was changed to the old 'Beisan.'  The Arabs could 

not halt the decline of the city, before an earthquake destroyed the 

city in the 8th Century.  Still, a small Jewish community seems to 

have survived because in 1322 they produced the first Hebrew book 

on the geography of Israel. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Beth She’an 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said 

among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."     Psalm 126:2 

 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

July 8th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

July 28th  -  Youth Work Day 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group 5-7pm 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Remind Your Kids 

About Safety 
 

T he summer months draw many kids 

outdoors for fun on their bikes, 

skateboards, roller blades, scooters and 

other modes of transport.  While those 

activities are certainly preferable to sitting 

inside playing Xbox all day, parents still 

need to remain mindful of their kids' safety.  

For example, a few years back it was 

reported that there were 495,000 

emergency room visits related to non-

traffic bicycle-related accidents.  That same year, there were 50,000 emergency room visits 

for skateboarding injuries among kids aged five to fourteen. 

Whatever your child's "vehicle" of choice, wearing a helmet is a must.  When it comes 

to skateboards, roller blades and scooters, they should only be used in areas where it is 

permissible, and where pedestrians and other obstacles won't interfere with riding.  And 

don't forget additional protective padding such as elbow and knee pads.  Bicyclists need to 

obey all traffic rules and wear bright, reflective clothing that makes them easily visible to 

drivers. 

With the ground rules laid out in advance, and a little bit of common sense, there's no 

reason why your kids can't enjoy a summer full of fun and safe activity.  You can find more 

parenting resources at FocusOnTheFamily.com. 

†  Global Christianity 

C lick on the map to the right for an 

interesting report on the size and 

distribution of the World’s Christian Population 

by the Pew Research Center. 

†  Kasulu Capsules from 

Analee Kirner 
 

I t’s been almost two years 

since we used this headline.  

But Analee Kirner is back in 

Tanzania where she met up with 

many of her former students.  

Follow this link for her blog which 

includes many pictures. 

'The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will make 

us good because He loves us.'                                                                                   C.S.Lewis  

http://connect.focusonthefamily.com/aprimo/etrack.aspx?DSN=b9ca57b2fbe8cb42458807853387983f6a0f6be5ccdab113&FORMID=34da9eac69f0b4647fd162791719accf&AUDID=86d60cc5968d3ed3d79fdd6075914494&EMAILID=cd7e30bdc9c238fcf415b7c90ed65c71bb56ec98c2dfb5ab&DECODE=1&INTID=
http://connect.focusonthefamily.com/aprimo/etrack.aspx?DSN=b9ca57b2fbe8cb42458807853387983f6a0f6be5ccdab113&FORMID=34da9eac69f0b4647fd162791719accf&AUDID=86d60cc5968d3ed3d79fdd6075914494&EMAILID=cd7e30bdc9c238fcf415b7c90ed65c71bb56ec98c2dfb5ab&DECODE=1&INTID=
http://www.pewforum.org/Christian/Global-Christianity-worlds-christian-population.aspx
http://akirner.blogspot.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Church, State, and Marriage: Part 3 
 

I f you have stayed with me through our brief (believe it or not) review of some key 

elements in the history of marriage, you should be ready for the good stuff. 

As I concluded last week, the 1979 BCP states that, 

“Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant 

between a man and a woman in the presence of God.  In 

the Episcopal Church it is required that . . . the marriage 

conform to the laws of the State and the canons of this 

Church.”  The Church, however, has spent some thirty 

years discussing same gender* unions, and the possible 

role of the church in celebrating them, and has clearly 

become more accepting of members (both lay and 

ordained) living in such relationships.  At the same time 

there has been extended discussion as to the propriety of 

clergy signing state marriage licenses/certificates.  While 

this is largely a separate topic the two clearly overlap 

when dealing with various state laws regarding same 

gender unions. 

This year’s General Convention (which will be 

beginning just as you receive this) will be considering a 

report from the Standing Committee on Liturgy and 

Music entitled I Will Bless You, and You Will Be a Blessing that provides an extended 

discussion of the issues involved in same gender blessings (they are treated as analogous to 

marriage but not the same, and not called that), and includes a suggested form of service.†  I 

am not going to attempt a short summary of a long report, but I would stress 

a couple of features. 

 The theological basis for the provisions is found in four ways: as an 

incorporation of homosexuals into the mission of the church; in the 

abundance of God’s love, and the church’s role of blessing as an expression 

of that abundance; as a particular application of the covenant relationship 

which is also central to the church’s life; and as a response to the challenge 

of Christian Unity and Biblical Interpretation. 

 Another section deals with the impact of Civil and Canon Law.  There is 

no attempt to change the definition of marriage quoted above from the 

Prayer Book (and repeated in our marriage canons); instead the provisions 

are presented as a blessing of a different type of covenanted relationship.  

On the civil side six states issue licenses for such marriages and two others have passed 

legislation to allow it subject to a referendum.  In two other states it is permitted for 

members of certain Indian tribes.  Most other states ban such marriages either by statute or 

constitutional provision, but some do make specific provisions for civil unions with some 

rights similar to those of marriage.  At his point only seven states ban private arrangements 

for cohabitation (same or opposite sex, and with or without ‘benefits’) and these bans have 

been considered unconstitutional since Lawrence v. Texas (2003).  The report notes that the 

services provided, if approved by the 

Convention would still require the 

consent of the bishop; but with that 

consent would seem to be in line 

with Civil Law anywhere in this 

country. 

In those states which do issue 

same gender marriage licenses (now 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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including Connecticut) this raises some 

additional complications as to the signing of 

that license.‡  In the states which do not now 

issue such licenses there is obviously nothing 

to sign; but in those that do the Church still 

does not recognize the rite as being a 

marriage, and the report suggests that it 

could be a violation of the canons for a priest 

to treat it as one for civil purposes, though it 

leaves it to the bishops 

to give specific 

guidance.  The other 

side of this coin is that 

some of our clergy (I 

am not among them) 

are always reluctant to 

sign a state license – a 

few actually refuse to 

do so – preferring to 

have the couple do a 

civil marriage and then 

come to Church simply for a blessing.  In 

many countries this is in fact the norm, but 

while it seems to be a legitimate personal 

choice here, the idea that it should be our 

norm is based on a perverse reading of the 

First Amendment. 

I would add one other piece of historical 

background that was not included in the 

previous articles.  There are records, mostly 

in the Eastern Church but occasionally in 

Western Europe also, of services of 

ἀδελφοποίησις (brother/sister making or 

fraternization)§ which have sometimes been 

described as forms of homosexual marriage.  

While it would be impossible to say that they 

were never used as a cover for such unions, 

they seem to be more associated with a form 

of spiritual brotherhood (as in David and 

Jonathan).  In fact the same could be said of 

the proposed rite we have been considering; 

there is no presupposition in the rite of erotic 

intimacy (as there is in the marriage service 

with its reference to procreation) though 

there is an assumption of forming a 

household which does not seem to have been 

usual with fraternization. 

Let me close with some personal 

reactions.  Clearly the Commissioners have 

made a serious attempt to maintain the 

Church’s official teaching on marriage while 

offering a greatly increased outreach to its 

homosexual members.  Unfortunately this 

seems to be an exercise in fitting square pegs 

into round holes: the theological arguments 

in the opening sections seem to be carrying a 

greater burden than they can really bear; and 

the discussion of Civil and Canon law gets 

so convoluted that they sometimes seem to 

lose their own thread.  Perhaps worse, it will 

not satisfy many of those for whom it is 

intended; one thing that 

has been clear in the 

legislation and 

litigation around this 

subject is that advocates 

for gay marriage will 

not be content with 

civil (or presumably 

spiritual) unions that 

are not called marriage.  

As a believer in the 

importance and sanctity 

of matrimony, I am reluctant to entertain a 

formal blessing of cohabitation, but could 

perhaps see a rite of fraternization and let the 

participants make of it what they will. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

* This is the terminology of the reports to 

General Convention.  While linguists more 

conservative than I would insist that gender 

is strictly a grammatical term (i.e. it applies 

to ‘he’ vs. ‘she’ or ‘it’ but not to John or 

Mary and would say ‘sex’ here; I find 

‘gender’ appropriate for John and Mary 

when the reference is to whole persons 

including their sex, rather than merely to that 

one characteristic, and thus maintain that 

usage here. 
† The report is included in the “Blue 

Book” and can be reached on line through: 

http://www.generalconvention.org/gc/

prepare  
‡ Although the report fails to make this 

distinction, it should be noted that once 

signed it is no longer a license but a 

certification of that marriage. 
§ I found one reference to two women 

traveling companions accepting the offer of 

an Orthodox bishop in Jerusalem to perform 

this service for them as recently as 1985.  

The article is on line at: http://

www.firstthings.com/article/2007/01/gay-

marriage-reimagining-church-history-50 

(Continued from page 10) Church, State, and Marriage 

http://www.generalconvention.org/gc/prepare
http://www.generalconvention.org/gc/prepare
http://www.firstthings.com/article/2007/01/gay-marriage-reimagining-church-history-50
http://www.firstthings.com/article/2007/01/gay-marriage-reimagining-church-history-50
http://www.firstthings.com/article/2007/01/gay-marriage-reimagining-church-history-50
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† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard.  Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 
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†  Rector Search 
Where’s Philo? 

 

R ector search.  Those are two words most churches don’t like 

to hear.  But at St. Paul’s they have a different meaning.  In 

our 227 year history we’ve had 30 rectors.  Up until three years ago 

we only had pictures of nine of them.  But our rector search has paid 

off.  We now have 15 rectors framed and hanging in the parish office 

hallway.  And just this past week we located two more: Richard 

Cunningham Shimeall and Jonathan Elbridge Goodhue.  

If you like detective work and like using the internet, 

contact the parish office and we’ll put you to work.  One 

burning question for our sleuth squad, 

“Where’s Philo?” 

 By the way, a big thank you goes 

out to Alvin Tuck, who recently 

refurbished our rector’s plaque in the 

back of the church. 

†  Saturday Men’s Prayer Group: 

Road Trip 

L ast Saturday a group from the Men’s 

Breakfast headed out to George Gereg’s 

home in Danbury.  He is a local restorer of cars and 

the group took a ride down 

memory lane as George showed 

off his 1939 Pontiac Woody, his 

1956 Corvette and his restored 

Chevy pickup truck.  His 

restoration work is 

meticulous and has won 

many awards.  His garages 

are super clean and 

organized and contained 

his collections of gas 

station memorabilia.  Oh, 

and he also collects and 

repairs pocket watches 

and juke boxes! 

Jonathan Goodhue 
Rev. Shimeall 

Two old timers above, both circa 1939. 
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†  Adult Christian Education 
 

Join us this Sunday at 9:15 AM in the Guild Room for the Adult Education class for a 

presentation by Richard Mozer. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

B rian Werneburg, Christopher Perry, Emily Perry & Jennifer 

Perry celebrate Saturday!  Sunday is the big day for John 

Keenan, Kyle Crocker & Reyna Sampson.  Ashley Beck, Olivia Burr, 

Peter Mullen, Jeffrey Sullinger & Katarina Willeford will be blowing 

out candles on Tuesday. Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  “I Believe in the Holy Catholic Church.” 
 

M any of us have been hurt by the Church.  Some of us are disgusted by the 

hypocrisy that we see when we’re seated on Sunday morning in a pew.  Bitterness 

grows and, unaddressed, festers.  Soon we do not feel like attendance is necessary at all. 

We throw out phrases like, the Church is people, not a place.  Or, we emphasize that our 

relationship with Christ is ultimately personal.  Of course, this forgets that the Church in its 

visible manifestation is a gathered people (which generally requires a place) and that our 

relationship with Christ ought to be mediated through his body, both eucharistically and 

through the Church herself. 

Regardless of what our reasons might be, many (particularly young) Evangelicals find 

themselves in a place of disillusionment.  The Church isn’t what they want it to be, so they 

give up, maybe starting their own “churches,” or just turning to an extreme form of 

(radically unhelpful) individualism. 

To such individuals, the claim of the Apostles’ 

Creed sounds archaic and, frankly, bizarre.  “I 

believe in the holy catholic Church.”  Ignoring the 

issues of holy and catholic (we can save those for 

another day), notice the second word in that 

statement – believe. 

Our view of the Church is not something that is 

dictated by our various experiences, whether good or 

bad.  It is an article of faith, something we confess 

with the Church throughout the ages.  This radically 

affects our understanding of the Church in a couple 

of ways. 

Firstly, it means that the Church is inescapable.  

Unless you want to throw out the Apostles’ Creed 

(which I’d advise against), the Church is something 

the believer confesses.  It is not a matter of preference, or desire, or even hatred of the 

institution as one has experienced it.  Rather, it is something we have to believe.  Inasmuch 

as we have faith in Christ, we must believe in his body and bride, the Church. 

Secondly, it means that we must recognize that the Church is always, ultimately a 

gift from God.  This may at times grate against our sensibilities, but it is our confession.  

Thus, the Church, as a gift, always has something to offer and teach us, guiding us as a body 

towards deeper union with Christ. 

For those of us who have been hurt by the Church, these are uncomfortable truths.  We 

may feel tempted to rationalize them away, turning to an idea of the invisible Church as just 

comprised of all believers without any of the structures.  However, such a view doesn’t hold 

true to the biblical picture. 

Rather we must sit with the reality that regardless of what we feel, we believe in the holy 

catholic Church.  It’s not always popular or comfortable but it’s true. 

http://matttimms.wordpress.com/2012/07/03/i-believe-in-the-holy-catholic-church/
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 

 

Opening Hymn Lord, You Give the Great Commission 

Gradual Hymn Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word 

Offertory Hymn Christ for the World We Sing 

Closing Hymn Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 

 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
 

T he author of this hymn should be somewhat familiar to St. Paul’s parishioners.  

After all he was here three weeks ago for confirmation. 

Bishop Jeffery W. Rowthorn (b. Newport, Gwent, Wales, 

1934) wrote this text in 1978 while he was Chapel Minister at 

Yale Divinity School in New Haven.  The text was first 

published in Laudamus (1980), a hymnal supplement edited by 

Rowthorn and used at the Yale Divinity School. 

This powerful text about the various ministries of the 

Christian church has two striking features: each stanza includes 

a quotation of Christ's words (usually from Matthew), and a 

concluding refrain line turns each stanza into a prayer.  Christ's 

words are applied to the tasks of God's people in the world with 

a fervent prayer that the Spirit equip the saints to carry out these 

ministries faithfully. 

Rowthorn graduated from Cambridge and Oxford 

Universities, Union Theological Seminary in New York, and 

Cuddeson Theological College in Oxford.  Ordained in 1963 in 

the Church of England, he served several congregations in 

England before immigrating to the United States, where he was 

chaplain at Union Theological Seminary and a faculty member in liturgics at the Yale 

Institute of Sacred Music, which he helped to establish.  He was then elected Suffragan 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut.  The writer of several hymns, Rowthorn 

was also coeditor with Russell Schulz-Widmar of A New Hymnal for Colleges and Schools 

(1991).  In 1994 Rowthorn moved to Paris, where he was Bishop in Charge of the American 

Churches in Europe, before retiring in 2001. 

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” is a skillful exposition of Christ’s Great 

Commission found in three of the Gospel accounts, perhaps the most famous of which is 

Matthew’s version: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.” (Matt. 28:19-20, NIV) 

The five stanzas provide a thorough exposition of the scripture - a kind of sermon in 

poetic form - as well as a blueprint for ministry. 

The poet skillfully weaves a quotation from Christ’s ministry into each stanza:  

• “Heal the sick and preach the word.” (Matt. 10:7-8)  

• “In my name baptize and teach.” (Matt. 28:19)  

• “This my body, this my blood.” (Matt. 26:26-28)  

• “Father, what they do forgive.” (Luke 23:34)  

• “I am with you to the end.” (Matt. 28:20) 

A brief refrain invokes the Holy Spirit to empower the work of the church in its 

ministry. 

He is also the author of The Wideness of God’s Mercy (1995), a collection of 150 litanies 

compiled and adapted for ecumenical public worship, and Singing Songs of Expectation: 

Food for Today’s Pilgrims (2007), a collection of 22 of his hymn texts. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLkwAZv1us4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k3dAAuhqEAA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKon4ro0N5U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFuEV1X67NU
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SAVE-THE-DATE 
PICNIC POTLUCK 

Join the St. Paul’s Family on 
SUNDAY AUGUST 5TH 

AT THE BEACH ON 
CANDLEWOOD LAKE 
More details to come 
FUN TIMES IN THE 
SUMMER TIME!!! 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 

 †  Avocado Salad 

 

Directions: 

In a large bowl combined 

yellow pepper, jalapeno 

pepper, grape tomatoes, 

green onions, black 

beans, cilantro and lime 

peel.  In a separate bowl 

make the dressing by 

combine the lime juice, 

olive oil, garlic powder, cumin, salt 

and pepper.  Pour dressing over the vegetables.  Add 

the avocados and mix gently. 

(In our What’s Cooking at Saint Paul’s Cookbook published in 

2010 and submitted by Carol Ferro) 

Editor’s Note to newcomers:  If you would like a copy of the cookbook, there are still 

copies available for purchase.  Contact Pam Szen if you are interested. 

Ingredients: 

1 yellow pepper, chopped 

1 jalapeno pepper, chopped 

1 container grape tomatoes 

1 bunch green onions, chopped 

1 32 oz. can black beans, 

rinsed and drained 

1 handful cilantro, chopped 

1 lime, grated and juiced 

1 T. olive oil 

¼ tsp. cumin 

½ tsp. garlic powder 

Salt & pepper 

4 avocados peeled and cut into 

1” pieces  
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†  Photo Contest for August Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The August issue covers the Pentecost 

season, summer, VBS.  Have fun.  The deadline is July 23rd.  Send 

your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Prophets Are Not Without Humor 
 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

I n our first lesson we hear the culmination of the narrative charting the rise of David.  

David has already been anointed king of the southern tribes, but these actions in 

Judah carry no weight among the northern tribes of Israel.  Now the tribes of Israel come to 

David at Hebron to form an alliance, entering into a covenant and anointing David their 

“shepherd-king.”  David will go on to capture Jerusalem and will rule the united kingdom of 

Judah and Israel from that city, now called the city of David.  God’s providential care for 

Israel is manifested through David, God’s chosen instrument. 

 Psalm 48 

 A celebration of God’s providential care and defense of Mount Zion and 

the holy temple. 

 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

 In this epistle lesson Paul tells of both exaltation and infirmity, and the 

discovery of a strength that comes through weakness.  The Corinthians wanted 

to boast of their revelations and visions.  Well, Paul knows a man (he means 

himself) who once had an ecstatic experience.  God has, however, revealed 

something still more important to him: that the divine power comes to its full 

strength when acting through human frailty. 

Mark 6:1-13 

In our gospel story Jesus returns to his hometown and finds suspicion and lack of faith.  

He can do no mighty works in such a climate.  The passage reminds us that God’s action is 

often clothed in the commonplace.  Though rejected, Jesus perseveres and expands his 

ministry, commissioning his disciples by twos and sending them out to the surrounding 

villages to preach and to heal.  They are to travel in radical dependence upon God, making 

little provision for their own maintenance or well-being. 

Psalm 48:13 

This God is our 

God for ever and 

ever; * he shall be our 

guide for evermore. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp9_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp9_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp9_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp9_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..St. James’, Poquetanuck; St. Philip’s, Putnam; Christ Church, Redding. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Committees on investments, stewardship, 

finance, planned giving, insurance, and personnel 

policy. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast pray for full healing and 

strength. 

…..those who take counsel for the renewal and 

mission of the Church 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..those affected by power outages. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Mike Healey's brother, Tim who had a recent liver transplant; pray that he is able to 

assimilate the new liver in his body. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..peace in the Middle East 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Palmer, strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..Nigerian Christians as they continue to be under attack.  

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Isaiah 38:20 " The Lord will save us and we will sing with stringed instruments all the 

days of our lives in the temple of the Lord! 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T his third sermon on the life of David last Sunday explored the concept of outward 

discomfort and the role of the Holy Spirit as the Comforter.  Looking at the years of 

persecution that David endured under King Saul, the character of David that forged is cited 

of how God can use adversity for His glory.  To replay or watch sermons follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons each week. 

You don't have to figure out how God is going to solve your problem.  

That's His responsibility.  Your job is to simply believe that He will.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to this 

Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Mary Allen, Debbie 

Barackman, Drew 

Crocker, Lynne 

Donnelly, Jen Falci, 

Analee Kirner, Bill 

Loring, Beth Miller, 

Patrick O’Connors, 

Linda Pendergast, 

Kirsten Peterson, 

Debbie Pomeroy, Joe 

Shepley, David Szen, 

Pam Szen & Don 

Winkley. 

†  The Haircut 
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired 

of his father as to when they could discuss his use of the car.  

His father said he'd make a deal with his son, "You bring your 

grades up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a little, 

and get your hair cut.  Then we'll talk about the car." 

The boy thought about that for a moment, 

decided he'd settle for the offer, and they 

agreed on it. 

After about six weeks his father said, 

"Son, you've brought your grades up and I've 

observed that you have been studying your 

Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had 

your hair cut." 

The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, 

and I've noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had 

long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair, 

and there's even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair." 

The Dad's reply……….  "Did you also notice that they walked 

everywhere they went?" 

What were Jesus’ final words at the Last Supper? 

“OK, if you want to be in the picture, come around to this side of the table now!” 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

