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†  A Letter From Abraham Nhial 

 
Last year we featured The Right Reverend Abraham Yel Nhial, former Lost Boy, on the 

front page of Sword Points.  He graduated 

from the Trinity School for Ministry, alma 

mater of Fr. Shepley and Fr. Buchanan.  

Bishop Nhial is now the bishop of the 

newly formed Diocese of Aweil in South 

Sudan.  Two weeks ago Fr. Shepley 

referenced the ongoing crisis in Sudan in 

his sermon.  Recently the bishop wrote to 

some of his friends and ministry partners 

recently to inform them of the situation in 

his area. Please read below and keep 

Abraham, his people and the country of 

Sudan in your prayers.  

 

Dear Friends, 

This letter is to update you all about 

the current war situation in South Sudan, as many of you have seen it in television and it read it 

in the newspapers, the war is back to us.  As we are watching television and reading about what 

going on through the newspapers, we learnt that many people are killed, wounded, displaced 

and their properties are looted or destroyed by the soldiers from Sudan government leaving 

them in horrible situation. 

As I write this letter many of displaced people go to bed everyday without food even one 

meal in a day is not there, leave alone shelters to protect them from the rains and no clothing to 

cover their skinny bodies.  The displaced persons have experienced great trauma and great 

suffering now more than ever because no one was affecting war again soon.  In fact, people 

were preparing to cultivate their farms and they were working hard to start new life the new 

nation. 

This letter is to inform you friends of the Diocese of Aweil that two thousand eight hundred 

and sixty people are displaced by the recent fight in the North Barh el Ghazal State.  Therefore, 

I am appealing to you all, individually, a church and a community to pray for us, advocate on 

our behalf and consider to support if you can to save the lives of your brothers and sisters in 

Christ from dying of hunger.  Please may you all show them the love of Christ the need now at 

this difficult time in their lives. 

As usual, I am truly thankful for everything you do every single time.  There is no bigger 

blessing than friends like you always stand with us in time of trouble like this; may God bless 

you and reward you all for your services. 

 

With love always! 

Bishop Abraham Nhial 

ECS Diocese of Aweil 

South Sudan 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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† Nursery Care Provided 

 

S t. Paul’s offers nursery care as well as a 

speaker in the parish hall where the sermon 

can be heard.  Please be mindful of those around you 

should your little one become disruptive during the 

sermon. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Aug. 9 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

 Sat., Aug. 11 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Aug. 12 -           Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Adult Christian Education, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   6:15 pm - Vespers with Holy Communion 

 Tue., Aug. 14 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

 Wed, Aug. 15 -           St. Mary, the Virgin 

  - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   5:30 pm - Vestry Picnic 

 Thu., Aug. 16 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

 † Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 

by Diane Amison-Loring 
 

T wo weeks ago, I happened to be in Pittsburgh for a weekend 

of tower bell ringing at Southminster Presbyterian church in 

Mt. Lebanon, PA.  I did an Internet search and located a service at a 

nearby Episcopal church.  I found St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Mt. 

Lebanon, PA.  The church was only about a mile from where I was 

staying.  The 8 am service was the first of three Sunday morning 

services.  There were almost 40 people in the chapel located in the 

church basement.  St. Paul’s is a very active place.  This is the link to 

their website: http://www.stpaulspgh.org/ 

After the service, many went upstairs to a very spacious 

fellowship hall.  The church has an amazing kitchen!  I stayed and visited for a little while 

before moving on to the 10 am service at Southminster 

Presbyterian Church. 

 The service at Southminster included a baptism as 

well as a commissioning of a youth handbell choir that 

was about to travel to the Czech Republic.  The 

Southminster website http://spchurch.org/pages/

_home.asp details a very active parish ministry into 

the Pittsburgh community and out to the larger 

mission field.    

http://www.stpaulspgh.org/
http://spchurch.org/pages/_home.asp
http://spchurch.org/pages/_home.asp
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†  What Is The Church? 
By Neil Cole 

I n the Bible the church 

is not defined but 

instead is described with 

pictures: a flock, a field, a 

family, a body, a bride, a 

branch, a building made of 

living stones.  Never is it 

described by the pictures we 

typically have today: a build-

ing, a business, a school or a 

hospital.  We have replaced 

an organic and life producing 

view with an institutional one 

that does not produce 

life but at best simply 

tries to preserve it and 

contain it. 

The predominate 

way of seeing the 

church today contains, 

conforms and controls 

the people.  The bibli-

cal pictures of the New 

Testament are all about 

releasing and reproducing the 

life of the church, not manag-

ing and controlling financial 

interests. 

Inorganic things can 

produce, but not reproduce.  

As Christian Schwartz points 

out so eloquently, “A coffee 

maker can make coffee 

(praise God), but it cannot 

make more coffee makers.”  

Jesus intends for his bride 

and body to be fertile and for 

his branches to bear fruit.  

Jesus didn’t use images of an 

institution, nor should we. 

With much study, re-

search, experience and time 

spent seeking wisdom from 

smarter men than us, we have 

come to understand church 

by this simple yet profound 

description: “The church is 

the presence of Jesus among 

His people, called out as a 

spiritual family, to pursue 

His mission on this planet.” 

While the bible uses a 

number of metaphors to 

describe the nature of the 

church, these metaphors have 

one very striking thing in 

common.  They all imply that 

the church is a living thing.  

What about the building you 

might ask?  Remember, it’s 

built with living stones and is 

a dwelling place for the 

Living God. 

The church is alive, and 

Jesus in her midst is her life.  

What is a body without a 

Head?  A corpse.  What is a 

bride without a groom?  A 

widow.  What is a branch 

without a vine?  Firewood.  

What is a building without a 

foundation?  Rubble.  What 

is a flock without a shep-

herd?  A wolf’s all-you-can-

eat buffet.  Every New Testa-

ment picture of the church 

points to the living connec-

tion with Jesus as the most 

essential component of its 

being. 

God’s presence is not 

only a necessary part of the 

definition of church, it is the 

most essential one.  It is the 

starting place and the one 

thing that separates the 

church from any other or-

ganization or institution on 

the planet.  In Acts chapter 

one the believers were to-

gether, they had been in-

structed to pray, worship, 

practice the ordinances 

and they had appointed 

leadership, but they 

were instructed not to 

leave the upper room. 

Church was born in 

Acts chapter 2.  What’s 

the only ingredient 

added in chapter two to 

establish the church?  It 

is the presence of the 

Spirit of Jesus in each fol-

lower that was the breath of 

life that animated the body of 

Christ in Acts 2.  The threat-

ened demise of the church in 

Revelation 2:1-7 is to be 

removed from the presence 

of Jesus. 

If the church is a living 

thing, then it has to be treated 

differently than your run of 

the mill organization.  Living 

things are organized differ-

ently than non-living things. 

 

The church is not a building, 

The church is not a steeple,  

The church is not a resting place, 

The church is a people. 

Hymn: We Are the Church.  

Author: R.K. Avery 1972 

http://www.blogger.com/profile/08289317696474966831
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The weather was good, 

The food better, and  

The fellowship the best! 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

St. Paul’s OWN 
 

Aug 12th  -  Youth Group / Vespers 

Aug 26th  -  Mini-Golf & Ice Cream 2-4 pm 

Sep 9th  -  Youth Group Kickoff 3-7 pm 

 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
To replay or watch sermons follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

Youth Group Fall Kickoff 

On Sunday, Sept 9th the Junior and Senior 

high youth will be gathering early to kick-off 

the new year of youth group.  All youth 

entering 6th grade through 12th grades are 

invited to meet at the church at 3 pm for some outrageous food, some 

over-the-top games and the infamous 'rematch' of Human Battleship!  

Mark your calendars.  We look forward to seeing you all there! 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Genesis Land to Jerusalem 
 

W e skipped lunch today to make room for our dinner with Father Abraham.  So, 

from Qumran we headed to Genesis Land, a Biblical-style encampment situated 

in the heart of the Judean desert.  Journeying back in time, this is the land where the 

Patriarchs lived and the desert scenery was magnificent! 

 Abraham’s manservant, Eliezer, greeted our group and we trekked by camel 

to Abraham’s tent where Abraham himself greeted us 

with open arms.  We then experienced his legendary 

hospitality as we were invited to sit on pillows around the 

tables.  Abraham shared his story as his servants brought 

platter after platter of traditional foods - shish kebab, 

hummus, lamb and pita.  It was all delicious and plentiful 

and Abraham invited us to eat as much as we wanted.  

We have eaten very well on this trip! 

 After dinner, we continued on our way with great 

anticipation and excitement as we approached Jerusalem.  

Upon entering the city, our guide played the inspirational 

hymn “The Holy City Jerusalem” and it was very 

emotional to hear especially the chorus: “Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, lift up your gates and sing; Hosanna in the 

highest, Hosanna to your King.” 

 Our first stop in Jerusalem is Mt. Scopus which 

overlooks the city and offers a fabulous panoramic view of the Old City and the surrounding 

holy sights we will explore more fully in 

the days to come.  Our guide made an 

attempt to sound the Shofar, but it was 

Pastor Alan from Faith Church, New 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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Milford who was able to make the sound welcoming us to the city. 

Because of its geography, Mount Scopus has been strategically important as a base from 

which to attack the city since antiquity.  Situated on the Mount today are the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem, Botanical Garden, Jerusalem War Cemetery, Hadassah Hospital, 

Kiryat Menachem Begin and the Brigham Young University Jerusalem Center. 

Tonight we have some free time to rest or explore on our own.  So, after we settled in, 

we took a walk to the nearby King David Hotel.  Built in the 1920’s this is one of the 

world’s legendary hotels 

and a major landmark in 

this unique city.  Blending 

the past and old world 

refinement, the King David 

Hotel is unquestionably the 

most famous of all 

Jerusalem hotels and has 

played an important role in 

the Israeli history of 

Jerusalem.  The King 

David Hotel is the official 

venue in Jerusalem for 

banquets and state 

occasions and has always 

been the hotel of choice for 

world leaders and famous 

personalities. 

 We are amazed at the beauty of 

the Holy City of Jerusalem; at night it 

is golden.  Tomorrow we will walk 

where Jesus walked and preached.  

“Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 

O Jerusalem” (Psalms).  Shalom. 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Jerusalem 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels. 

Hebrews 13:2 

Vespers 
During the summer 

Vespers will be held 

on the 2nd Sunday 

of the month and 

will include Holy 

Communion. 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

A free will offering will be taken. 
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 † Saints of God 
 

August  9th 
 

Herman of Alaska 
Missionary to the Aleut, 1837 

H erman of Alaska, known in the 

Russian Orthodox Church as “St. 

Herman: Wonderworker of All America,” 

was the first saint to be canonized by the 

Orthodox Church in America. 

Herman was born in Russia, near 

Moscow, in 1756.  His baptismal and family 

names are unknown.  

He is known by his 

monastic name.  

Naturally pious from an 

early age, Herman 

entered the monastery 

at 17.  He was never 

ordained.  For many 

years he secured 

permission to live as a 

hermit, attending the 

liturgies of the 

monastery only on holy 

days. 

In 1793, with a 

small group of 

colleagues, Herman set 

out to do missionary 

work in Alaska.  They 

settled on Spruce 

Island, near Kodiak, and named their 

community “New Valaam” in honor of their 

home monastery.  Herman lived and worked 

in the area for the remainder of his life. 

He advocated for and defended the 

Aleuts against sometimes oppressive 

authorities, particular Russian and European 

colonists with commercial interests.  He 

cared lovingly and sacrificially for all who 

came to him, counseling and teaching them, 

and tirelessly nursing the sick.  He 

especially loved children, for whom he often 

baked biscuits and cookies. 

 Even though Herman had minimal 

education outside of the monastic life, he 

was regarded among the native Alaskans as 

a great and compelling teacher.  Over time 

he also developed a 

reputation as a teacher 

and possessor of wisdom 

among the more 

educated Russian and 

European settlers in the 

area.  He so captivated 

his listeners that many 

would listen to him 

through the long hours of 

the night and not leave 

his company until 

morning. The people he 

served often referred to 

Herman as their North 

Star. 

Herman died at Spruce 

Island on December 25, 

1837, on the Gregorian 

calendar. 

In the spring of 1969, the Synod of Bishops 

of the Orthodox Church in America 

proclaimed Herman a saint and he was 

glorified in a solemn liturgy on August 9, 

1970, at Holy Resurrection Orthodox 

Cathedral on Kodiak Island, Alaska, with 

simultaneous rites taking place at other 

Orthodox centers. 

“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each 

month in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and 

comfort, a blessing to our spirit, heart 

and soul as we deal with our grief.  

Please Join Us! 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What Did General Convention Do?  Part 2 
 

I n closing last week’s column I noted that the forms of service and other provisions for 

same sex unions were adopted for use subject to the direction of the bishop, and 

beginning next Advent.  Although the Rite purports to be a service of Commitment rather 

than of Marriage, our bishops (and some others in states 

which recognize such marriages) have already authorized 

its use to perform marriages.  It might be noted that the 

Convention did pass a canonical amendment which 

removed references to ‘man’ and ‘woman’ being married 

but the Prayer Book statement defining marriage as 

between a man and a woman would require the action of 

two conventions to change, and (so far as I can tell) the 

convention did not initiate this action, so that statement 

will be with us for at least six more years and it seems to 

belong at least to the category of church discipline if not 

actual doctrine.  Meanwhile another resolution called for 

a task force to study the theology of marriage and did 

include a requirement that the force “consult with our 

partners both in and beyond the Anglican Communion” which should cause some 

interesting conversations. 

The Anglican Communion Covenant (text here) has been circulating among the 

churches of the Communion as a proposed means of strengthening our ties.  In brief the 

Covenant describes the Communion as 

historically united by reliance on the 

authority of Scripture, a common 

threefold ministry, the creeds, and 

sacraments; and proclaims a common 

mission and a common life based on these 

elements.  The final section (and this is 

the problematic one) sets out procedures 

for resolving differences among the 

churches which might affect this common 

life, and while it does not create any new 

overruling authority it does suggest that 

an unresolved disagreement might affect 

the continuing relationship between a 

recalcitrant church and the rest of the 

Communion.  In the end the Convention 

decided not to decide, adopting a resolution calling for further study, and stating that this 

Church is still in the process of moving towards adoption. 

I would also note three other less controversial decisions which will have some effect on 

our common life.  A process of making all our liturgical material (including the Prayer 

Book, the Hymnal, and the various supplements to these such as Holy Women, Holy Men 

(the lesser holy days), various alternate services 

approved for trial use, additional music resources, and 

the like available electronically for multiple platforms is 

to be developed and presented to the next Convention.  

Although no time limit was set, the Convention called 

for the Church’s offices to move out of New York – or 

at least out of the present and expensive building – but 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/commission/covenant/final/text.cfm/
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  “In The Beginning” 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Genesis starting September 

4th at 9:15 am.  Genesis means “beginnings” or “origin.”  It is the story of God’s 

purpose and plan for his creation and sets the stage for the entire Bible.  It reveals the 

person and nature of God; the value and dignity of human beings; the tragedy and 

consequences of sin; and the promise and assurance of salvation.  No matter how dark 

the world situation seems, God has a plan.  No matter how insignificant or useless you feel, 

God loves you and wants to use you in his plan. 

Come study with us and be encouraged.  To register, please call or email Donna Betts at 

203.830.9415 or donnabetts47@gmail.com.  Workbooks are $8.  Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 

am. 

this has long been a matter of much talk and little action.  Finally, 

another task force was created to study and propose measures for 

restructuring the organization of the national church.  Perhaps the 

most encouraging things here are the provision that the group is to 

include people who are not closely involved in the current 

governance of the church, and that 

there is a deadline (about six months 

before the 2015 General Convention) 

for them to present specific proposals. 

This, of course, is only a selection of 

the actions that the Convention took, 

or declined to take, but I have tried to 

present the matters that will be most likely to affect, even if only 

slightly, our own lives in the Church. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

(Continued from page 10) General Convention  Part 2 

 

Directions: 

In a large bowl, combine the zucchini, garlic, 

scallions, ricotta, eggs, lemon zest and 1 

teaspoon each of salt and pepper.  Stir well, 

then stir in the flour just until incorporated.  

Line a large baking sheet with paper towels.  

In a large skillet, heat 1/4 inch of olive oil 

until shimmering.  Working in batches, add 2

-tablespoon mounds of the zucchini batter to 

the hot oil, spreading them to form 3-inch 

fritters.  Fry over moderately high heat, 

turning once, until browned and crisp, about 

3 minutes.  Drain the fritters on the paper towels and serve right 

away, with lemon wedges. 

 Make Ahead - The fritters can be kept at room temperature for up to 2 hours and 

recrisped in a 325° oven. 

†  Zucchini Fritters 

Ingredients: 

1/2 cup fresh sheep-milk ricotta cheese  

Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper  

2 medium zucchini (about 7 ounces each), 

coarsely shredded  

Olive oil, for frying  

3 large scallions, very thinly sliced  

2 large eggs  

3/4 cup all-purpose flour  

2 teaspoons finely grated lemon zest  

2 garlic cloves, very thinly sliced  

Lemon wedges, for serving  

Satan is a master at keeping us under a cloud of condemnation 

because then he keeps us from the joy of the Lord, which is our strength.  

tel:203.830.9415
mailto:donnabetts47@gmail.com
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 †  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

August 15th 
 

St. Mary, the Virgin, 

Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T he honor paid to Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ, goes 

back to the earliest days of the Church.  Two Gospels tell 

of the manner of Christ’s birth, and the familiar Christmas story 

testifies to the Church’s conviction that he was born of a 

virgin.  In Luke’s Gospel, we catch a brief glimpse of 

Jesus’ upbringing at Nazareth, when the child was wholly in the care of his mother 

and his foster-father, Joseph. 

 During Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, we learn that Mary was often with the other 

women who followed Jesus and ministered to his needs.  At Calvary, she was 

among the little band of disciples who kept watch at the cross.  After the 

resurrection, she was to be found with the Twelve in the upper room, watching and 

praying until the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. 

 Mary was the person closest to Jesus in his most impressionable years, and the 

words of the Magnificat, as well as her humble acceptance of the divine will, bear 

more than an accidental resemblance to the Lord’s Prayer and the Beatitudes of the 

Sermon on the Mount. 

 Later devotion has claimed many things for Mary which cannot be proved from 

Holy Scripture.  What we can believe is that one who stood in so intimate a 

relationship with the incarnate Son of God on earth must, of all the human race, 

have the place of highest honor in the eternal life of God.  A paraphrase of an 

ancient Greek hymn expresses this belief in very familiar words: “O higher than the 

cherubim, more glorious than the seraphim, lead their praises, alleluia.” 

†  Transforming 

Stewardship 
 

“Get up and eat, else the 

journey will be too long for 

you!”  (1 Kings 19:7) 
 

J esus knew that the 

stewardship journey 

would be difficult, so He 

gave us the nourishment of 

the Eucharist.  When we take 

time to join our sacrifices 

with the sacrifice of the 

Mass, we find the strength to 

give and joy in our giving. 
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†  Adult Christian Education 
 

I n Adult Ed class, the Christian Virtues series continues this Sunday.  Please join us 

that week at 9:15 a.m. in the Guild Room 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

C hristopher Burr celebrates today!  Sunday is the 

big day for Addison Koniecki, Dot Crocker & 

Patrick O’Connors.  Alan Ready, Jr. & Donna Betts will 

be expecting your card on Tuesday.  Evelyn Kumerle & 

Sean Gallo will be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  Marvin Gets Purple Heart 
 

I t’s been 67 years since Marvin Self was honorably discharged from the U.S. 

Navy, and after all that time he finally gets the recognition he deserves. 

The 87-year-old Southbury resident goes 

up to The Villager restaurant in Kent each 

Tuesday morning to have breakfast with a 

group of ROMEOS (Retired Old Men 

Eating Out).  The Rev. Thomas 

Berberich, pastor of Kent’s 

Sacred Heart Church and a 

veteran of the Vietnam War, 

learned of Self, who enlisted at 

age 17, was seriously wounded by 

shrapnel in his leg while in 

Palermo, Sicily, in 1942 and is a 

lifetime member of the Disabled 

American Veterans.  He decided 

to recognize Self for his service. 

 “Marvin could have received 

a Purple Heart, which is our country’s medal for being wounded in 

combat, but he chose to forego this during combat,” Berberich said in 

front of the group, which included several other veterans.  “Today I have 

the honor along with his ROMEO friends here to present him with a 

much-deserved Purple Heart.” 

 The veterans in the group then stood up and saluted Self, who is 

retired from the Department of Defense and NASA. 

The Rev. Thomas Berberich of Sacred Heart 

Church in Kent presents the Purple Heart to 

Marvin Self, 87, at a ceremony at The 

Villager restaurant in Kent. Photo by Ruth 

Epstein, Republican-American  
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For more information on the work of Stephen Ministers at St. Paul’s, contact the 

Parish Office, Fr. Joe Shepley or Barbara Cappiello. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs; Church of Christ the Healer, 

Stamford 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in 

Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Gerry Mullen, strength and freedom from pain. 

…..Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir 

directors; bands; community chorister programs; 

committees on liturgy, music, and worship 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Linda Pendergast pray for full healing and strength. 

…..for those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may 

receive the light of the Gospel. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Shirley Jessup, healing and comfort for her back. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer (see 

page 12 for his fundraiser information). 

…..Please pray for those affected by the massive floods in the Philippines. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, 

Kathleen for recovery from a heart 

condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of 

healing, the Lord's loving presence 

to surround him and his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their 

children and their team, safety and 

discernment in their ministry in Jos, 

Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and 

mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing 

chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of 

healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in 

Afghanistan, in the service. 
 

Matthew :7:7. "Ask and it will be 

given to you.  Seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you." 

Walter Biscardi, shown above with 

granddaughter Sara, would like visitors at his home 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

If anyone is interested please call Sylvia at 

home (203) 264-6191 or cell (203) 217-3365. 

It can be just a one time visit or a regular 

routine. 

The first roadblock to unanswered prayer is not praying. 

Pray first and see what God has to say about it. 
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†  Photo Contest for September Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The September issue covers the beginning of 

fall and back to school.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is August 24th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

The Bread from Heaven 
 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

I n our opening lesson David orders his most trusted military commanders to crush a 

coup led by Absalom, his son.  He asks the “the young man, Absalom” be treated 

gently, expressing fatherly care even when dealing with that son’s traitorous 

uprising.  Those who followed Absalom in rebellion are defeated in a great 

slaughter, and Absalom is caught in the branches of an oak tree while seeking 

escape.  In defiance of David’s wishes, Joab’s men put Absalom to death.  

David, when told of Absalom’s death, grieves deeply. 
 

 Psalm 130 

 The psalmist calls to the merciful Lord and waits upon God for forgiveness 

and redemption. 
 

 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

In this lesson Christians are urged to conform to a new way of life which is pleasing to 

the Holy Spirit.  They are to have a love like the love of Christ.  All manner of evil is to be 

shunned.  Especially are the new converts to put away spitefulness and other sins which 

harm the one body and grieve the Spirit with which they have been sealed in baptism.  The 

model is none other than a God who is revealed in the Christ who sacrificed himself for us. 
 

John 6:35, 41-51 

In our gospel Jesus continues to teach that he is the true bread who will bring all who 

have loved him eternal life.  The discussion is meant to recall the story of the Israelites 

protesting and murmuring against God in the wilderness because they had no bread.  But 

even the manna that God gave them was only a temporary food.  While Jesus seems very 

ordinary to the Jews (who represent a worldly lack of faith), he offers the world both his 

teaching and himself, a life-giving bread from heaven. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

John 6:45 
“It is written in the prophets, 

`And they shall all be taught 

by God.' Everyone who has 

heard and learned from the 

Father comes to me.”  

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://gavvie.tripod.com/39articles/art2.html#17
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†  Gabby Douglas vs. Secular Journalism 

Written by Marvin Olasky 

August 3 
 

W hat do reporters know and when do they report it? 

It was hard to miss (last week) the Christian beliefs that gave Gabby Douglas the 

foundation for all the work and concentration that went into her gold medal performance.  

Interviewed on television directly after her triumph, the gymnast said, “I give all the glory to 

God.  It’s kind of a win-win situation.  The glory goes up 

to him and the blessings fall down on me.” 

Later Douglas tweeted, “Let all that I am praise the 

LORD; may I never forget the good things He does for 

me.”  Earlier in the Olympics she had blogged for ESPN, 

“Gotta give God the Glory!  Thank you everyone for 

praying for me!  It means so much to 

me!” 

 Earlier this summer I asked all-star pitcher R.A. Dickey 

(“Worship on the Mound,” WORLD, July 28) how secular 

interviewers treat the faith in Christ that he regularly mentions. 

Dickey said, “Most of the time it will be edited out.” So I looked at 

how some leading secular publications ... referred to the hard-to-

miss faith of Gabby Douglas. 

 Stories in USA Today and the Los Angeles Times didn’t 

mention it, nor did The New York Times story, but The Times did 

note that Douglas’ mother and the mom of the family she lived 

with in Iowa “shared religious beliefs.”  The Times did not specify 

what those beliefs are. 

 The Christian Science Monitor also left out what is so 

important to Douglas, but it did quote her saying “’hard work really does pay off’ in the 

astonished tones of someone who had just bought a Ginsu knife and was shocked to learn 

that it really can cut tomatoes wafer-thin.”  Good line. 

Reporters are surprised and sometimes shocked to hear that faith in Christ (except among 

people they think are crazy) makes a difference.  When I did a Nexis computerized search of 

“Gabby Douglas” and “Christian” in publications ..., only Agence France Presse came up: 

“Douglas, a devout Christian.”  No major publication apparently quoted her “glory to God” 

remarks. 

 But that makes sense, within standard 

journalistic understandings.  Newspaper space is 

limited: Why waste it by bringing up something 

irrelevant, even though the subject of the story 

benightedly thinks it important? 

 AP Photo: United States' Will Claye holds a 

bible and an American flag as he celebrates 

taking the bronze in the men's long jump 

during the athletics competition in the Olympic 

Stadium at the 2012 Summer Olympics, 

Saturday, Aug. 4, 2012, in London.  

http://www.daylife.com/topic/2012_Summer_Olympics?__site=daylife
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T he Olympic spirit is catching with many 

parishioners looking ahead four years to Brazil.  

Some are little closer to the dream than others. 

Congratulations to Spencer 

Mannion, Overall Winner of the 

Walnut Beach Ice Cream 5k in 

Milford, CT last weekend.  And 

yes, there was ice cream for the 

winner! 

 

At last Sunday’s picnic Mike Ecsedy and Pam 

Szen decided to work on their synchronized 

swim routine.  What do you think? 

Covering all his 

bases, Mike is 

also trying out 

for the cycling 

team. 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Quilters 

meet once a 

month in our 

Parish Hall.  Next 

meeting is on 

Saturday, August 

18 at 10 am. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Debbie Barackman, Donna Betts, Barbara Cappiello, Debbie Delaentura, Lynne Donnelly, Bill 

Loring, Diane Loring, Joe Mannion, Bill Mayers, Beth Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Linda Pendergast, 

Ken Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara Shepley, David Szen 

& Pam Szen. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

