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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Fr. Joseph Shepley - St. Paul’s 29th Rector 

 

L ast night in a service of Renewal of Ministry Fr. Shepley was 

officially instituted and inducted as St. Paul’s 29th rector.  With 150 

in attendance, Bishop Rowthorn 

preached and Bishop Douglas 

celebrated the Holy Eucharist.  

We’ll have more pictures next 

week and on our website. 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 

 
    Thur., Sept. 20 -  7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Fri., Sept. 21 -           Saint Matthew, Evangelist 

 Sat., Sept. 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  9 am to 4 pm  Youth Group Tag Sale 

 Sun., Sept. 23 -           Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

 Tue., Sept. 25 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group 

 Wed., Sept. 26 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Sept. 27 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Blessing of Animals 
 

O n Sunday 

October 14th at 

5:30 pm in front of the 

Memorial Garden we 

will hold a Blessing of 

the Animals.  Bring 

your pets.  (Pajamas 

optional.) 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

September 21st 
 

St. Matthew, Evangelist 
 

M atthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, is probably to be 

identified with Levi, a tax collector (“publican”) 

mentioned by Mark and Luke.  In the Gospel according to 

Matthew, it is said that Matthew was seated in the custom-

house when Jesus bade him, “Follow me.”  When Jesus called 

him, he at once left everything, followed the Master, and later 

gave a dinner for him.  Mark and Luke also note that Levi was a 

tax collector.  In all three accounts, Jesus is severely criticized 

for eating at the same table with tax collectors and other 

disreputable persons. 

Tax collectors were viewed as collaborators with the Roman State, extortioners who 

took money from their own people to further the cause of Rome and to line their own 

pockets.  They were spurned as traitors and outcasts.  The Jews so abhorred them that pious 

Pharisees refused to marry into a family that had a publican as a member.  Clearly, Matthew 

was hardly the type of man that a devout Jew would have had among his closest associates.  

Yet Jesus noted that it was the publican rather than the proud Pharisee who prayed the 

acceptable prayer, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  There is frequent favorable 

reference to publicans in the many sayings of Jesus in the Gospel according to Matthew. 

Matthew was called early in Jesus’ ministry, but that he wrote the Gospel that bears his 

name is seriously doubted by scholars.  It is, however, generally accepted that his “logia” or 

“sayings of Jesus” have been included in that Gospel. 

 It may be that the author of the First Gospel took from 

Matthew’s work some of the numerous parables and comments 

that make that Gospel so popular a source for homilies and 

teaching.  Through this Gospel, especially, Jesus speaks not only 

of faith and eternal life, but of duties toward one’s neighbors, 

family, and even enemies. 

 Tradition has it that Matthew, having converted many 

persons to Christianity in Judea, traveled to the East; but there is 

no certain evidence for this.  He has been venerated as a martyr, 

but the time and circumstances of his death are unknown. 
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†  Safe Church Training - Fall Schedule 
 

Basic training - More info here, with registration links  9/22 St. Mark's, Bridgewater; 9/29 

St. Peter's, Milford; 10/6 Trinity, Branford; 10/13 Christ Episcopal, Norwich; 10/13 Trinity, 

Wethersfield; 11/17 St. Francis', Stamford. 
 

Recertification (laity) - More info here w/

registration links  Christ & the Epiphany, East Haven; 

9/27 Thu. 6-9 p.m. Christ Church, Ansonia; 9/29 Sat. 

9-11:30 a.m. Trinity, Tariffville; 10/27 Sat. 9-11:30 

a.m. St. Mark's, Storrs; 11/3 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. 

Matthew's, Wilton. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
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For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I 

know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known 

(1 Corinthians 13:12). 
 

Dear Ones in the Lord, 
 

L ate last Friday evening I stood at the bed of Gerry 

Mullen.  As his wife, Barbara, his tireless caregiver 

over years, and sons, William and Peter, joined me, we prayed 

for Gerry as I anointed him with healing oil and commended 

him to God.  Gerry died peacefully early Saturday morning. 

Three years ago, after just starting at St. Paul's, I was told 

that Gerry Mullen was in the hospital.  Having never met Gerry 

before (his back injury would not allow him to sit in a pew comfortably, and so he was 

essentially home bound), I made his acquaintance for the first time as I entered his room, 

greeted by his gracious eyes.  A masterful storyteller, he regaled me for the better part of 

two hours with historical facts and memories of a childhood that spanned several continents.  

That day, I was transported with Gerry as he took me back to his childhood, sailing the 

North Atlantic in uncertain, yet mesmerizing waters. 

Gerry was always up for the next adventure.  Once he brought me down to his ham radio 

chamber in his house, where, in a matter of moments, he contacted a person in Russia and 

had me help him with Morse code.  Knowing how much Gerry loved communicating with 

unseen individuals all around the world (and his worldwide postcard collection from fellow 

radio operators he had reached over the years was a colorful display of this passion), I was 

deeply moved to hear that his son, Peter, had moved Gerry's radio operations up to his 

bedroom during his final weeks.  Gerry, even toward the end, had a passion for reaching 

into the beyond. 

Gerry's faith in God was consistent with his quest for reaching into an invisible realm.  

A committed Christian, he received Holy Communion with deep reverence and a desire to 

see the One that he had only known by faith.  Several weeks ago, as I put a consecrated 

wafer in his weary yet firm hand, Gerry told me that he was ready for the final adventure of 

meeting God face to face.  Last weekend, his adventure began. 

Gerry's faith brings to mind the words of Alfred Lord 

Tennyson: 

Gerry has finally reached the One he had been communicating with for so many years 

through a dark glass, but now he looks upon God's fullness.  May he rest in peace and rise 

with Christ. 

A private service will be held for Gerry, as was his wish, at a time yet to be determined.  

Please keep Barbara and her family in your prayers, and may Jesus, the Resurrection and the 

Life, reign in our hearts. 
 

Faithfully,     Fr. Joe Shepley, Rector 

Click here for a link to Gerry’s obituary. 

Sunset and evening star, 

And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 

When I put out to sea, 

 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 

 

Twilight and evening bell, 

And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness 

of farewell, 

When I embark; 

 

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 

The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crost the bar. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?pid=159953125
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

The Temple Mount 
 

A fter our lunch in the Old City, 

we have an opportunity to visit 

The Temple Mount.  After passing 

through security and climbing to the 

platform via a covered 

walkway, we enter unto a 

massive area that occupies 

about one-sixth of the Old City in 

the southeastern corner.  The 

plaza includes minarets, domed 

pavilions, fountains, date palms 

and cypress trees.  Sites on the 

Temple Mount are the Al-Aqsa 

Mosque, Dome of the Rock and 

the Western Wall which we 

visited earlier in the day.  

Modest dress is required here 

and there are limited times that 

non-Muslims are allowed to visit the 

Temple Mount. 

Christians, Jews and Muslims all have 

connections to this area. 

For Jews, this is where their Temple 

once stood, housing the Ark of the 

Covenant.  According to Jewish tradition, 

the creation of the world began thousands of years ago with the 

foundation stone on Mount Moriah.  The rock was the center of the 

Holy of Holies.  Orthodox Jews no longer ascend to the Temple 

Mount for fear of stepping on this spot.  Instead, they worship at the 

Western Wall while they hope for a rebuilt Temple to rise with the 

coming of their long-awaited Messiah.  On this rock occurred the 

supreme act of faith that stands at the very foundation of the Jewish 

religion: Abraham's near sacrifice of Isaac.  Approximately 900 years 

later, in 960 B.C., the Temple of Solomon was constructed either on 

or beside this rock.  For the next millennium, the First and Second 

Temples were located on this site. 

 For Christians, the Temple featured prominently in the life of 

(Continued on page 7) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 

Dome of the Rock 

Al-Aqsa Mosque, 

http://www.seetheholyland.net/al-aqsa-mosque/
http://www.seetheholyland.net/al-aqsa-mosque/
http://www.seetheholyland.net/dome-of-the-rock/
http://www.seetheholyland.net/western-wall/
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#temple
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#ark
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#ark
http://www.seetheholyland.net/western-wall/
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#messiah
http://www.seetheholyland.net/al-aqsa-mosque/
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Flights and hotels have been finalized for 

our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact David 

or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

Jesus.  He was presented here as a baby and, as a 12-year-old, he was found among the 

teachers after the annual Passover pilgrimage.  Jesus prayed and taught here, overturned the 

money-changers’ tables and foretold the destruction of the Temple: “Not one stone will be 

left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”  And here the 

earliest Judaeo-Christians met. 

For Muslims, the Temple Mount is al-Haram al-Sharif (the Noble 

Sanctuary).  The whole area is regarded as a mosque.  Despite its 

importance to other religions, the Temple Mount's most notable 

feature is distinctly Muslim: the Dome of the Rock.  Encased here 

is the rock where, according to Muslim tradition, the prophet 

Muhammad ascended to heaven.  The exterior walls of the Dome 

of the Rock are covered with a facade of Persian blue tiles, 

originally installed by the Ottomans in the 16th century.  Nearby 

is the Al Aqsa Mosque, the third holiest place in Islam behind 

Mecca and Medina.  Constructed in 720 A.D., Al Aqsa is 

described by many as one of the most beautiful mosques in the 

world. 

Beyond the Dome of the Rock is a smaller domed area which many believe is the 

original floor of the Second Temple. 

(Continued from page 6) The Temple Mount 

I n planning our Israel trip for next year, we plan to 

include a stop at St. George’s Cathedral of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Jerusalem.  When we told Fr. Crocker, he said that 

some 30 years ago St. Paul’s women did a needlework kneeler 

for them and our friends in Jerusalem e-mailed us a picture of 

it, still in use.  We will see it person next April.  Join us. 

Possible 2nd Temple site 

  Other Faith Traditions - Yom Kippur 

N ext Wednesday, September 26th isYom Kippur (the Day of 

Atonement) and it is one of two Jewish High Holy Days.  

The first High Holy Day is Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year).  

Yom Kippur falls ten days after Rosh Hashanah on the 10th of 

Tishrei, which is a Hebrew month that correlates with September-

October on the secular calendar.  The purpose of Yom Kippur is to 

bring about reconciliation between people and between individuals 

and God.  According to Jewish tradition, it is also the day when God 

decides the fate of each human being. 

Although Yom Kippur is an intense holiday it is nevertheless 

viewed as a happy day.  Why?  Because if one has observed the holiday properly by the end of Yom Kippur 

they will have made peace with others and with God. 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#passover
http://judaism.about.com/od/holidays/a/roshhashanah.htm
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St. Paul’s OWN 

Sep 22nd  -  Tag Sale Day 

Sep 23rd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Sep 30th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Oct 7th  -  No Youth Group 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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We Want Your Stuff  by Friday! 
Please take this opportunity to get a jump start on fall clean-up in your 

house and bring donations to the church by Friday.  All items should be in 

clean, sellable condition.  All household items are welcome, but no clothing 

or broken electronics please.  Donations can be brought to the church 

during regular business hours, 9am – 4pm and should be put in the Youth 

Lounge. 

 

Then...We Want You to Buy it Back 

 on Saturday!   
This Saturday, September 22nd, St Paul’s OWN will be holding a church-

wide tag sale in order to raise funds for our summer 2013 mission trip.   

Any questions, please e-mail us at StPaulsOWN@gmail.com 

 

Help Support the Youth Group’s Summer 2013 Mission 

Trip by checking out our tag sale on Saturday 

 from 9 am to 4 pm. 

mailto:StPaulsOWN@gmail.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Real Presence II 

 

A s I promised last time, we shall look today at some of the Anglican devotional 

practices associated with the Bread and Wine of the Eucharist.  Some of these are 

founded in the rubrics, or other official provisions of the Church, some are widely accepted 

customs, and others grew out of the 19th century Anglo Catholic Revival - some of these are 

still clearly ‘High Church’ while others are now widespread. 

As we saw last time, Anglican Prayer Books have been tolerant of various 

interpretations of the Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, but they have all insisted on a clear 

distinction between consecrated and unconsecrated elements.  From 1549 on priests were 

directed to consecrate sufficient elements for all the communicants and since 1637 

(Scotland) 1662 (in England and elsewhere) our Prayer Books have included a requirement 

that if additional bread or wine should be required these should also be consecrated.*  

Similarly any left-over consecrated elements are either to be reverently consumed 

immediately or (in some Prayer Books) may be retained for Communion of the sick or 

others who could not attend, but are never to be discarded or used for any other purpose. 

The ablutions (described in the Aug. 30th Sword Points) certainly became more elaborate 

under the influence of the Oxford Movement, but their purpose is clearly to ensure that the 

Elements are actually consumed and thus they also trace back to these Prayer Book 

directions. 

Articles XXV and XXVIII of the XXXIX Articles mention (and obviously do not 

encourage) several practices: “The Sacraments are not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, 

or to be carried about, but that we should duly use them.”  And 

“The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's 

ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped.”  

The wording here seems to have been carefully chosen in line 

with Queen Elizabeth I’s principle of making the Church as 

inclusive as possible - including both Catholics who could 

forego the Papacy and some more extreme teachings, and 

Puritans who leaned towards the teachings of Calvin - in this 

case by giving some support to Puritan views while not quite 

prohibiting a more Catholic approach.  These customs could be 

seen here as theologically unnecessary but permissible for 

those that might be helped by them. 

 None of the practices mentioned seem to have been at all 

common when the Articles were 

published (1751), but they have come 

into use since the 19th century revival.   

Processions of the Sacrament (‘carrying 

about’), and the service of Benediction (‘gazing upon” and ‘lifting 

up’) are common in parishes with a strongly Anglo Catholic flavor but 

rare otherwise.  Reservation of the Sacrament, on the other hand, has 

become more or less normative in recent years (in North America and 

Britain at least) except in strongly Low Church congregations.†  The 

Prayer Book calls for reverence 

towards the sacrament, but 

various forms are used to express 

this.  The most common, which is 

also often directed to the Altar, is a bow on approaching 

and this was the usual English practice before and after 

the Reformation.  Genuflecting (kneeling briefly on one 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

  

knee) was a later Roman Catholic custom which has become popular among Anglo-

Catholics.  Many forms have pre-Reformation origins, and some were originally based on 

the acceptance of transubstantiation, but all make sense 

if we simply believe that Christ is objectively present, 

and wish to give some recognition to that presence. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

* I remember reading of an instance in the time of Edward VI 
when a priest was jailed for adding unconsecrated wine to the 

chalice, even though there was no rubric directly prohibiting that at 

the time, because it was contrary to the requirement of sufficient 
wine 

† The place and manner of reservation can vary widely from a 

cupboard in the Sacristy to an elaborate sacrament house set up in 
the Sanctuary, or a tabernacle on the Altar, or perhaps a pyx hung 

over the altar.  An example of a mediaeval pyx still in use can be 

seen here, and the Sacrament house at Advent Boston can be seen to 
the left of the Altar here. 

(Continued from page 10) The Real Presence 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

K atherine Szen, Sarah Szen & Shirley Jessup celebrate 

Saturday!  Sunday is the big day for William Boehm. Ted 

Koniecki will be expecting your card on Monday.  Meghan Letizia 

will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Barbara Cappeillo, 

McKenzie Connors & Mitchel O’Hara will be opening presents on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/395917846/
http://theadventboston.org/images/hw12/mt003.jpg
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†  Cookies for Friends 
 

I f you have a child away at school, we would 
like to send them a care package of cookies 

once a month with a little message from home.  
Please e-mail us with your child’s name and 
school address and we will do the rest.  
Noah DoBosh & Tyler Mannion – please 
send emails to:  ndobosh@earthlink.net 

If, then, you are looking for the way by which you should go, 

take Christ, because He Himself is the way.~ Thomas Aquinas  

http://ndobosh@earthlink.net
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†  The Rector’s Forum 

A dult Education has undergone 

a transformation, starting last 

Sunday, September 16th.  It now 

meets, from 9:30-10:15am in the Guild 

Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The 

Rector's Forum," has started an in-

depth study of the Book of Genesis.  

With Tara Shepley assisting, this class 

will bring participants deep into the 

Word of God, verse by verse, further 

extending our parish mission of 

"Transforming Lives Through Jesus 

Christ." 

Editors Note:  Last week Fr. Joe 

told us he doesn’t know all the 

answers, so we went back to Einstein 

for clarification.  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

 “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of 

all.”                   (Mark 9:35) 
 

T hroughout the Gospels, Jesus teaches us through His words and through 

His life that we are called to serve one another.  We can serve through 

our sacrifices of time, talent and treasure.  Sacrifice is not a word that many 

people like to hear.  We think it means that we must give up something that 

we want.  However, the literal meaning of sacrifice is “to make holy,” from 

the words “sacer” = sacred and “facere” = to make.  In other words, we 

make our lives holy by giving up some of our time, talent and treasure in the 

service of God and His Church. 

New start time 

of 9:30 am 

L ast Sunday we prayed blessings on the 

Barackman’s move to Providence, RI 

and thanked them for their years of service to St. 

Paul’s and especially for Debbie’s able guidance 

of our adult education program. 

One S’more Goodbye.  “Our Bible study had a 

goodbye dinner for Debbie Barackman last 

Thursday that ended up with s'mores  in the back 

yard. We will sorely miss her!” Lois Hunt 
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

E mphasizing the role of the cross and discipleship from Mark's Gospel, last Sunday’s 

sermon focuses the hearer on what it means to follow Christ as the imitation of 

Christ.  With a special description of the region known as Caesarea Philippi, Fr. Shepley 

reveals how Christianity is unique among all other faiths.  To replay or watch sermons 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons each week. 

 

 

Directions: 

Soak 1/4 thinly sliced red onion in 

cold water, about 10 minutes. 

Whisk 1/4 cup orange juice, the 

juice of 1 lime, 1 tablespoon 

honey, 2 teaspoons dijon mustard, 

1/2 teaspoon salt, and pepper to taste in a bowl. Whisk in 

3 tablespoons olive oil. Drain the onion; toss with 2 

bunches watercress, 2 sliced avocados, 2 segmented 

oranges and the dressing. Top with chopped toasted 

hazelnuts.  

Ingredients: 

¼ red onion, sliced 

¼ c. orange juice 

1 lime 

1 T. honey 

2 tsp. Dijon mustard 

½ tsp. salt 

3 T. olive oil 

Pepper to taste 

†  Avocado Salad 

†  Saints of God 
 

September 20th 
 

John Coleridge Patteson & his Companions 
Bishop of Melanesia, Martyrs, 1871 

 

T he death of Bishop Patteson and his companions at the hands of 

Melanesian islanders, whom Patteson had sought to protect from slave-

traders, aroused the British government to take serious measures to prevent 

piratical man-hunting in the South Seas.  Their martyrdom was the seed that 

produced the strong and vigorous Church which flourishes in Melanesia today. 

Patteson was born in London, April 1, 1827, of a Devonshire family.  He 

attended Balliol College, Oxford, where he took his degree in 1849.  After 

travel in Europe and a study of languages, at which he was adept, he became a Fellow of 

Merton College in 1852, and was ordained the following year. 

While serving as a curate of Alphington, Devonshire, near his family home, he 

responded to Bishop G. A. Selwyn’s call in 1855 for helpers in New Zealand.  He 

established a school for boys on Norfolk Island to train native Christian workers. It is said 

that he learned to speak some twenty-three of the languages of the Melanesian people.  On 

February 24, 1861, he was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia. 

On a visit to the island of Nakapu, in the Santa Cruz group, Patteson was stabbed five 

times in the breast, in mistaken retaliation for the brutal outrages committed some time 

earlier by slave-traders.  In the attack, several of Patteson’s company were also killed or 

wounded. 

Bishop Selwyn later reconciled the natives of Melanesia to the memory of one who came 

to help and not to hurt. 

There are three stages in the work of God: impossible, difficult, done. 

 ~James Hudson Taylor  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/orange/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/dijon-mustard/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/watercress/index.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church, Trumbull; Trinity, Trumbull. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Sue Jennings, healing and strength. 

…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 

…..Children and Children’s ministries; Rhythms of Grace and other ministries for children 

with special needs. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Peace in the Middle East. 

…..St. Paul’s Parish, that we support and uphold Fr. Joe 

in his ministry as our Rector. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Ginny Beck for continued healing and strength. 

…..Randy Altemus, healing of blood clots. 

…..Barbara Hock, healing of her back. 

…..Pray for Christians in the Middle East as Turmoil 

Spreads. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

…..Louise Taylor, healing and strength. 

…..Joe Hock, speedy recovery from recent eye surgery. 
 
 

John 8:12 “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.” 

†  Prayer for Election Season 
A Prayer for the Human Family: 

 

O  God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of 

love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 

that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 

heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

We are never more like Christ than in prayers of intercession. 
 ~Austin Phelps  

http://bcponline.org
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Fr. Crocker 

served at Christ 

Church for many 

years after leaving 

St. Paul’s. 

ST. PAUL’S CHURCH 

WELCOMES 
 

GUEST SPEAKER & AUTHOR 

VICKI ROSE 

ON SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER  29 
 

Join us for Tea and Fellowship  

Beginning at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Vicki’s heart and passion is for women to be content and victorious 

in their lives and/or marriages through a deep and intimate personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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† Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said 

among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."     Psalm 126:2 

“Be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your 
hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”             Ephesians 5:19-20 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy 

Gradual Hymn O Christ, the Word Incarnate 

Offertory Hymn God is Love, Let Heaven Adore Him 

Closing Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy 
 

J oyce Torrens (1901-53), who wrote under the name of Jan Struther, became famous 

for a newspaper column in which she presented herself in the character of Mrs 

Miniver, a briskly sensible and humorous middle-class woman whose spirit seemed to 

embody a certain sort of plucky Englishness. 

Mrs. Miniver was turned into a film in 1942: heavily promoted in the USA, where it 

won the Oscar for Best Picture, it became crucial in the effort to woo 

American public opinion to support entry into the war against Hitler. 

There was not a single battle scene in the film, yet through its 

portrayal of the hardships suffered and overcome by a middle-class 

English family during the Blitz, it aroused the sympathy of ordinary 

Americans most effectively. 

 This hymn was written in 1929 at the request of Torrens's London 

neighbor, Canon Percy Dearmer of Westminster Abbey, for his new 

edition of Songs of Praise. 

 Dearmer was delighted by its success, announcing in Songs of 

Praise Discussed (1933) that he was "lately returned from a service of university students, 

who have speedily made it their favourite." 

 J.R. Watson calls it "entirely characteristic of its age, forward-looking, non-doctrinal, 

non-sectarian" and highlights its decision - quite daring at the time - to replace "Thy" with 

"You.”  Torrens herself - whose interest in Christianity was minimal - chose the shapely 

tune Slane, an old Irish melody. 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=--Kh9ACX7BE
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/o/o053.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vG-vPke9aNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc7_GLCRLkI
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†  Photo Contest for October Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover 

photo for our next monthly Sword.  Have fun, be creative.  

The deadline is September 21st.  Send your pictures to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

A Willing Sacrifice 

 
Proverbs 31:10-31 

I n this lesson from the Book of Proverbs we find a poem to a woman of worth who 

embodies attributes beyond charm and beauty, all of which have their source in her 

allegiance to God.  In an agrarian culture where the economic and social well-being of the 

household was primary, the industry and ability of ranking women were 

essential to the success of the extended family and its dependents.  The 

virtues of the ideal woman described in this acrostic poem are substantially 

economic; she is an astute businesswoman, managing with excellence all 

that is in her charge.  She is charitable to the poor and extends herself for 

the needy, displays wisdom, and teaches kindness. 

 Psalm 1 

 The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 

 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

In this New Testament epistle believers are to cleave to wisdom that is pure, peaceable, 

gentle, and full of mercy and good fruits.  The Christian community must recognize the 

results of worldly attitudes and desires: jealousy, disorder, quarrels, even murder.  Prayers 

are too often offered for the wrong motives, but a harvest of righteousness is sown for those 

who sow in peace.  The wise will refuse evil and draw near to God, and in doing so, they 

will find that God has also drawn near to them. 

Mark 9:30-37 

In the gospel Jesus foretells his death and resurrection as the Son of Man, bidding his 

disciples to have a servant ministry and to learn to welcome him and God in a child.  The 

several sayings are linked together by the theme of Jesus’ lowliness and readiness to suffer 

for others.  His followers’ difficulty in understanding him and their discussion concerning 

which of them is greatest stand in sharp contrast to their Lord’s teachings.  Jesus’ action and 

words with 

regard to the 

child remind 

us of another 

saying: 

whatever is 

done to the 

least member 

of the 

community is 

done to him. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Psalm 1:2 
 

Their delight is in the law of 

the LORD, * and they meditate 

on his law day and night.  

mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

 

 

† It Takes An 
Editorial Board 

Contributors to 

this Weeks Sword 

Points: 

Chris Barrett, Drew 

Crocker, Laurie 

DoBosh, Lynne 

Donnelly, Lois 

Hunt, Bill Loring, 

Heather Melody, 

Lauren Melody, 

Beth Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Erin 

O’Hara, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  Kirsten 

Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David 

Szen & Pam Szen. 

†  St. Paul’s a Praying Church? 

 

Y es we are.  Even our gardens are 

active and last Sunday we 

spotted several Praying Mantises 

enjoying the beauty of God’s creation 

right outside our front door. 

This 
 is
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https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

