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Dear St. Paul’s Family,   

 

I n 1932, a cross made from stone found in                              Canterbury, England, the 

central location of the Anglican Communion,                            was sent to each of the 

diocesan cathedrals worldwide as a symbol of their                             connection with 

Canterbury.  The stone cross interlaid on a round                                wheel symbolized the 

common mission to “roll out” the gospel to the                          world built on the solid 

foundation of Christ, our Rock.  Eighty years                          later we Anglicans are eighty 

million strong and growing.  St. Paul’s is a                                    unique mission post that is 

a part of this dynamic commitment, and                                                        we continue to 

propel forward with speed as the Holy 

Spirit fills us to reach the world for  

Christ. 

Our mission as a parish is ever- 

expanding.  And so is our giving, 

thanks be to God.  In fact, as our  

Vestry minutes from our October 

meeting reveal, our giving is up  

significantly compared to last year at  

this time.  As a firm believer that "God 

pays for what God orders," it is  

heartening to see our giving follow our 

faithfulness in staffing for growth.  We  

are bucking the trend: while many            mainline churches 

are shrinking and cutting, we are expanding       and adding.  May we 

continue to walk in faith, trusting that God       will bless our giving, 

particularly as we prepare for Covenant        Sunday. 

During a recent service of Vespers, I gazed       over a mass of young 

faces illuminated with the glow of candlelight.           Along with those young                   

Christians filling the pews were a half-dozen young  

Musicians leading us in worship.  I might add that both of  

these groupings  

represent a doubling 

of growth compared to  

last year at this time. 

 A recent Pew Research  

Center poll shows that nearly  

one-fifth of all U.S. adults,  

(Continued on page 3) 
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including over 30% of adults age 30 and under, now list their religious affiliation as 

 "none."  

Knowing this, I am committed to addressing this trend with a vision for keeping the light   

    of the Gospel burning bright in this era.  We as a parish are not waiting for people to 

                  come to church, but rather we are "rolling out" to the world, if you will, with 

                        a plan to then draw youth and people of all ages to St. Paul's.  Knowing 

                                that ultimately only God the Father can draw us to Jesus (John 6:44), 

                                      we will continue to play our part in creating venues in which the 

                                          mystery of salvation can be offered to our community with 

                                            relevancy to daily lives and faithfulness to the Word. 

         Will you                    please commit to joining our staff in praying for our mission                      

      of “Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ”?  Specifically, pray that God would 

   show us His plan for this                     time, that we would respond in faithfulness of 

 vision, and that we would                          give in such a way that God would do things 

we never thought before                                   possible at St. Paul's.  Thank you, St.  

Paul's family, for all that you do.                          And to God be the glory:  

 

Now to him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we 

   ask or imagine, according to his 

  power that is at work within us, 

  to him be glory in the church 

  and in Christ Jesus throughout  

  all generations, for ever and 

  ever!  Amen. (Ephesians 3:20- 

  21). 

 

                Gratefully Yours, through the 

               One who is the Light of the 

               World, 
  

               Fr. Joe 

 

 

T he original Canterbury Cross, dating from circa 850 

AD was excavated in 1867 in St. George's Street, 
Canterbury, England.  It was subsequently bequeathed by 
Dr. H. Wacher to the Canterbury Heritage Museum where it 

now resides. 

Today, the Canterbury Cross has acquired widespread 
fame as a symbol of Canterbury Cathedral, the Mother 

Church of the worldwide Anglican Communion. 

Cast originally in bronze, the cross incorporated a 
number of sophisticated techniques for that day.  The 
decoration was incised into the surface with applied silver 

triangles engraved and filled with niello, a gray black enamel 
like treatment that creates contrasting colors using an 

oxidized lead alloy. 
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†  Here We Grow Again! 

C ongratulations to Kenneth and 

Diana Mott on the baptism, 

last Sunday at 8 am, of their son, 

Anthony Kenneth Mott. 

†  Assistance Needed for Fellow Parishioner 
 

W ith the coming of winter upon us, one of our parishioners, Mary Ellen Olivieri, 

is in need of a warm apartment since her current living quarters can’t supply 

the needed heat.  If anyone is moved to share a blessing in this situation please contact 

the parish office at (203) 775-9587 or by e-mail at Stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com. 

Thanks in advance for this provision and may God be praised for His abounding love! 

  † This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu., Oct. 25 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary   

 Sat., Oct. 27 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun., Oct. 28 -           Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   3:00 pm - Youth Group 

   4:00 pm - Trunk or Treat 

   6:00 pm - Vespers 

 Mon., Oct. 29 -                  St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles 

   6:30 pm - Altar Guild Meeting, Guild Room  

 Tue., Oct. 30 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room  

 Wed., Oct. 31 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 Thu., Nov. 1 -        All Saints’ Day 

   10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

mailto:Stpaulsbrookfield@gmail.com
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†  Pax et bonum 
 

Dear Beloved of St. Paul's, 

 

I  am here at Christ In the Desert Benedictine Monastery in Abiquiu, New Mexico, 

living the life of a monk.  Up each morning in my monk's cell at 3:40 am, with the 

frigid wind roaring through the canyon, I make my way through the dark with a lantern on a 

half-mile trek to the chapel, where we begin the day with Vigils, the first of seven daily 

services.  As the monks rub their eyes with tiredness, I feel better knowing I am not the only 

one getting accustomed to such hard, yet blessed duty. 

The altitude here is over 7000 feet, and we are located fifteen miles into the wilderness 

off the nearest main road, far away from the electrical grid.  The nights are freezing, the 

days are hot.  I see shooting stars everyday, even when the sky is still blue, a sight I'd never 

imagined was possible.  The mountain lions are around, I am told, and so I am told to make 

much noise as I walk to and from chapel.  I clap my hands and sing the Psalms that make up 

the worship throughout the day, keeping in mind that in one week we will have sung 

through all 150 Psalms. 

 Life in the desert with all of its beauty, deprivation and 

silence is simply enchanting.  And it also leaves the soul bare 

before God with so many distractions and pretenses stripped 

away.  Each day I pray through the parish prayer list for all of 

you, I seek direction from God and I remain open to visions 

and insights.  When I am in my cell, I read Scripture and 

books about the desert monks of Egypt in the 4th century. 

 I timed this trip to follow my formal call as your 

Rector.  I am deliberately placing myself before God, beyond 

all distractions, in order to seek an even deeper surrender to 

God's call, to be open to a clear sense of the direction God is 

calling all of us to at St. Paul's in this next season. 

 Many of you may not know this, but there was a time 

when I actually considered becoming a monk.  Actually, I 

would have been a friar, as I discerned during my early 20's 

whether God was calling me to become a Franciscan priest 

dedicated to serving the marginalized in a particular manner.  

God led me in another direction, as you know, and for that I 

am at peace and very thankful.  However, to live vicariously 

through the monks of Christ in the Desert is a spiritually rich 

experience, and one that reminds me that we all can live lives 

dedicated to prayer, worship and service.  

 May God bless you and keep you, and I will look 

forward to rejoining you for worship this Sunday morning. 

 Pax et bonum (Franciscan motto: peace and goodness), 

 Faithfully, 

 Joe+ 
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†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you would 

enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make up baskets for the same 

families who will be receiving the gifts from our Christmas Giving 

Tree.  We will need two family-sized turkeys to be donated.  While 

you shop, if you could please choose any items from the following list: 

 Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit 

Pie Fillings, Juices, Canned Vegetables , Pie Crust, Potatoes, Fresh 

Sweet Potatoes, Cake Mix, Soup, Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie 

Mix, Nuts. 

 All food donations are due by Sunday, November 18th.  Once the food 

donations have come in, we will need volunteers to divide the food into the 

baskets for the families.  Please speak with Barbara DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722. 

†  Book of Common Prayer 

at Three Hundred & Fifty 

Click on the picture below for a link to an 

article by James Wood of The New Yorker. 

 

 

†  Diocesan Convention 
 

L ast Saturday Fr. Bill Loring 

(clergy) and Cathy Schrull and 

David Szen (delegates) represented St. 

Paul’s at the Diocese of Connecticut’s 

228th annual convention in Hartford.  Feel 

free to ask them any questions or use the 

following links for more info on the ses-

sions.  Friday, Oct 19 & Saturday, Oct 20. 

 

http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/atlarge/2012/10/22/121022crat_atlarge_wood?currentPage=all
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs194/1011226559275/archive/1111320696322.html
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs194/1011226559275/archive/1111325868279.html
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†  Safe Church Training - Fall Schedule 
 

Basic training - More info here, with registration links  11/17 

St. Francis', Stamford. 
 

Recertification (laity) - More info here w/registration links  

10/27 Sat. 9-11:30 a.m. St. Mark's, Storrs; 11/3 Sat. 9-11:30 

a.m. St. Matthew's, Wilton. 

†  Announcement Deadlines 
For the Sunday bulletins please submit your information by the preceding Monday  to 

bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon 

each week to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

October 29th 
  

St. Simon and St. Jude 

T he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the 

disciples, and that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes).  John mentions Jude 

in his description of the Last Supper.  The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the 

disciple Jude, who is the man mentioned by John as the brother of James the 

Greater. 

 Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as apostles to Persia.  

Some accounts state that they were martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western 

Church.  The Monology of Basil, however, says that Simon died a peaceful death at Edessa.  

Jude, who was surnamed Thaddeus, has been confused with another Thaddeus, who was 

also said to have died a quiet death, either in Beirut or 

Edessa.  Whatever the facts, accounts conflict and reliable 

data are lacking. 

There are other scholarly questions about both men.  

One involves Simon’s appellation “Zelotes.”  Whether in 

fact he had been a member before his conversion of one of 

the several factions called “Zealots,” or whether this title 

refers to his zeal for the Jewish law, is not known, but he 

has consistently been identified by it.  For some centuries, 

and even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular 

devotion as the “patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the 

basis of this tradition is obscure. 

The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to 

keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory 

with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25). 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.” 

(Mark 10:52) 
 

S ight is just one of the many gifts that God has given to us.  Like 

all of our basic senses and talents, sight is a gift we often take for 

granted.  We pat ourselves on the back for our accomplishments, 

forgetting that whatever we do, we do with the gifts that God has given 

to us. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eXBoP2u2aRi8FzOShKoEjdHNQ_-oBTKt_K_1wBlhkcX-w73bzwWnNvPF2xA7iqBU_JNA_ZtfnRtHsagTcpiXdmlXdkdM4HKDhr8pDK-zMEk8F1hsGRAd2_KVao_5xapCEFzJwo5-O8mY5jrxdR6sLQ0zzISAwW7UHOtInrYOxcm8OihgSZ_o-g==
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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By Pam Szen 

 

 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
 

C ontinuing from Station 9 along the Via Dolorosa, we come to the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre, also known as the Church of the Resurrection. 

Early Christians had venerated the site as that of the crucifixion - it was known as an 

execution place with the existence of a garden, tombs and fragments of wood planks.  

Roman emperor Hadrian at some early point covered this ground by building a 

pagan temple to Venus.  In 326 AD, Queen Helena came to Jerusalem in search 

of the “true cross,” which she found in a cave or cistern beneath the old Roman 

Temple.  Her son, Roman emperor Constantine, converted the empire to Christianity, 

had the temple 

dismantled and 

established a church 

in 333 AD, just a few 

years after his 

mother marked the 

place of Golgotha.  

This has been an 

important 

destination for 

pilgrims since that time. 

The 10th Station of the Via 

Dolorosa is situated on a set of steps just 

east of the church's main entrance.  It is 

revered as the place where Jesus was 

stripped of His garments prior to 

crucifixion.  There is a glass enclosed room 

at the top of the stairs referred to as the 

chapel of the Franks. 

 Entering through the church's massive 

wooden doors is a steep stone staircase on 

the right which we climbed to reach a 

Crusader built platform beneath a vaulted 

mosaic ceiling.  This is the 11th Station of 

(Continued on page 11) 

†  Israel 2012   

L ast year Fr. Joe & Tara 

and our rector 

emeritus Fr. Crocker toured 

the Holy Land.  This past April 

Dave & Pam Szen completed 

the same trip and are planning 

a pilgrimage to Israel for our 

parish for 2013.  Each week 

Pam is writing a summary of 

their journey in Sword Points. 
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Flights and hotels have been finalized 

for our St. Paul’s trip to Israel 

in April, 2013.   

If you would like to be part of this life-

changing spiritual journey, contact 

David or Pam Szen or send an e-mail to 

StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com. 

the Via Dolorosa where Jesus was nailed to the cross.  Today the 11th Station is a Catholic/

Franciscan chapel.  The altar panels represent the scenes of the Passion. 

Golgotha or the Rock of Calvary, which literally means the skull, is the 12th Station of 

the Via Dolorosa, where Jesus died on the cross.  It is located adjacent to the 11th Station.  

Today it is a Greek Orthodox chapel.  In the center of the chapel, in front of a large crucifix, 

is a table-like altar.  Below it is a circular silver band surrounding a hole marking the 

spot where the cross is said to have stood.  Many are in line to touch the rock, around 

which the church was built.  The site of the crucifixion has been fixed since 

Constantine's time when at this site he had erected a wooden cross. 

The 13th Station of the Via Dolorosa is dedicated to the place where Jesus' corpse 

was removed from the cross, given to Mary and prepared for burial.  Coming down 

from Calvary, on the way to the Holy Sepulchre, in front of the main entrance of the 

Church, lies what is known as the Stone of the Unction.  In Jerusalem the scene of the 

taking down from the Cross was usually linked to that of the anointing, and located to 

the west of Calvary on the spot where, before the Crusaders, stood the Chapel of Saint 

Mary.  The spot of the Anointing has been venerated since the end of the 13th 

century.  The stone covers the rock on which the body of Jesus would have rested.  

Behind the Stone of the Unction is a large wall mosaic depicting Jesus being removed from 

the cross, preparations for burial and His burial - the last three stations of the Via Dolorosa. 

The Holy Sepulchre or tomb is the 14th Station of the Via Dolorosa, located in the 

Rotunda of the church.  The shrine, referred as the Edicule (or Aedicula), is supported by 

scaffolding to preserve it from earthquakes.  This is venerated as the site of the burial plot 

located in a former rock quarry that Joseph of Aramathea offered as a tomb for Jesus, after 

negotiating the removal of His body from the cross.  We were unable to go inside as the 

lines were very long, the area is confined and no more than four people are admitted at a 

time.  The tomb is divided into two small rooms.  The first room is called the Chapel of the 

Archangel, dedicated to the site where the women were informed by an angel that "He is 

risen."  The room features an altar containing a fragment of the stone rolled away by angels 

at the Resurrection.  The second, inner room is the tomb itself, where Jesus’ disciples buried 

Him.  The actual sepulchral chamber is a small and awe-inspiring candle-lit space.  Here a 

marble slab covers the place where the body of Christ was laid and from which he rose from 

the dead.  

The 15th Station is the Aedicula of the Holy Sepulchre from where Jesus rose from the 

dead.  "He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead 

on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 

nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things" (Luke 24:46-48). 

There are conflicting thoughts about the location of the Christ’s death and burial and we 

will visit these later.  However, archaeological excavations have demonstrated that this site 

was outside the city of Jerusalem at the time but close to one of city gates.  Therefore, it is 

strongly believed that this is where Jesus’ crucifixion took place.  Other evidence to support 

this as the location of Jesus’ tomb is that other first-century tombs are still preserved in this 

area inside the church. 

(Continued from page 10) Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

mailto:StPaulsBrookfield@gmail.com?subject=Israel%202013
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St. Paul’s OWN 

Oct 28th  -  Youth Group 3:00-7 pm 

Nov 4th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Nov 11th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Nov 18th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

   

   

   

OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

I t’s time to Trunk or Treat! This Sunday, October 28th, we’ll be 

opening up the parking lot to local kids for some fun, games, 

and candy! We’re still in need of some last minute help. We need 

a few more cars to come and be a ‘Trunk’ along with two more 

adult volunteers to help with parking and traffic control.  

Also, if you signed up to bring candy, please have it to the 

church by Sunday morning. If you didn’t sign up, we will gladly 

still take additional donations by Sunday morning. 

For kids and volunteers, please be at the church for 3:00 to help 

setup. We open up for Trunk or Treating at 4pm.  

Finally, please help 

spread 

the 

word! 

Kids up 

to 

grade 4 are 

invited both from 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Flamingo Sales Continue! 
 

I t’s not too late to join in on all this fun, and there’s no need to wait until you’re 

flocked to participate.  Simply stop by the “You’ve Been Flocked” table at coffee 

hour this week, and we’ll get you signed up to send the flock to a friend. 

What happens if the flamingos show up at 

your door?  Don’t worry, flamingos are very 

migratory and rarely stay in any one place more 

than 48-72 hours.  If they do make an 

appearance in your yard, one of our migration 

experts will be by shortly to help them move 

along their way.  In fact, for a small $10 

donation, you can even tell us where the flock 

heads to next! 

No Flamingos At My House Please! 

If you’d prefer to not take the chance of 

having the flock migrate to your estate, please 

ask one of our licensed insurance professionals, 

downstairs during coffee hour, how you can purchase Term Flamingo Insurance which can 

offer you peace of mind in a time of migratory unrest. 
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Pack your skis and snowboots! 

I t’s time to get ready for our winter retreat to Monadnock Bible Conference.  We had 

an awesome time last year, and this year should be even better.  We are planning our 

weekend for Jan 18th-20th.  School is closed that Monday for MLK holiday, so there will be 

time for homework when we’re back!  The trip is open to all youth grades 6-12.  If you 

want to attend, please bring a $50 deposit to the church and give it to one of the youth 

leaders. Checks should be made out to St Paul’s with MBC on the memo line. 

We also need to know the t-shirt size for each youth attending.  Please let us know 

when you register! 

†  Migrating Flamingos Flock Brookfield 
 

L ast week we left the flock singing 

Do-Re-Mi with our Choirmaster 

and when we checked back later in the 

week, we were surprised to find that the 

birds had multiplied, and divided!  No, they did not join Rachel and Carolyn’s Algebra class 

- there are now two flocks of flamingos landing on front lawns! 

Most of you probably saw one of the flocks checking out historic Brookfield 

Center on the front lawn of the Szen home last weekend, but they also joined 

Christian and Brady Williams for a great couple of days! From there one of 

our OWN reported seeing them on her front her lawn Monday but things 

got awkward when they followed Audrey to school that morning!  We 

heard that the other flock spent some time learning about 

electroforming on the front lawn of AJ Tuck Co. 

Under the guise of clouds and light rain, it appears that the flocks 

then headed back to Danbury to spend some time  with one of our 

wardens and our Scholar in Residence.  We wonder if the lovable pink birds 

will get a mention in this week’s “Scholarly Speaking” article!  
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

 

Opening Hymn Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven 

Gradual Hymn O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

Covenant Song Take My Life and Let It Be 

Offertory Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

Closing Hymn Give Praise and Glory Unto God 
 

Take My Life and Let It Be 
 

F rances Havergal (1836-1879) was an unusual woman.  

The daughter of a minister, she mastered Greek and 

Hebrew to read the scriptures in their original languages.  

Having grown up in England, she traveled in Europe and 

enjoyed skiing in the Swiss Alps - an unusual recreation in the 

nineteenth century.  She was also an accomplished singer who 

sometimes sang with the Philharmonic. 

Havergal was a Christian all her life, but at age 36 experienced 

what we might describe as a conversion experience.  A little book entitled All for Jesus 

made her aware of the incompleteness of her own devotion, and she rededicated her life to 

Christ. 

Soon thereafter, she spent five days with a small group of people, some of whom were 

not Christians, and others of whom were lukewarm.  She spent those five days witnessing to 

them and praying for them, and was delighted to see her prayers answered.  By the end of 

that week, all ten people had devoted themselves to Christ.  That night, too excited to sleep, 

Havergal sat up writing this hymn, "Take My Life and Let It Be." 

Her devotion to Christ took many shapes.  For one, she quit singing in secular venues 

and devoted herself to Christian music.  For another, she donated her collection of jewelry 

to a missionary society to raise money for mission endeavors.  But those were merely minor 

notes in the symphony of devotion that was Frances Havergal's life. 
Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan 

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

Directions: 

Clean escarole and cut into small pieces (do not 

shake off excess water).  Cover 

bottom of sauté pan with olive 

oil and cook garlic until fragrant.  

Add escarole and salt to taste.  

Cook until escarole is tender.  

Set aside. 

 Cook sausage and break up 

into pieces.  Add escarole and 4-5 cups chicken stock.  Cook for 30 minutes.  

Add tomato paste and beans and cook for 15 minutes.  Season to taste. 

 Separately, cook pasta in boiling water or chicken broth. 

 Serve pasta with soup and grated cheese.  A hearty autumn meal with a 

loaf of crusty bread. 

Ingredients: 

1 bunch escarole 

1 lb. sweet sausage 

4 cloves garlic, sliced 

Extra virgin olive oil 

4-6 c. chicken broth 

1 can Great Northern beans 

     with liquid 

1 c. pasta (ditalini or tubettini) 

1 T. tomato paste 

Parmesan cheese 

Salt and pepper, to taste 

†  Sausage & Bean Soup 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64oo7z7tjsw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDegoFFX7H4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hppRYzQi64s
http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/s/s179.html
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

All Saints and All Souls 
 

T he observance of a feast for all the saints can be traced back at least to the early 

seventh century when the old Roman Pantheon was consecrated 

as a Christian church dedicated to St. Mary and all Martyrs (Sancta Maria 

ad Martyres)* and the date (May 13) became a general feast for all the 

saints.  In the following century a chapel for all saints was dedicated at St. 

Peter’s (Vatican) on November 1, and in the course of time that date 

replaced the May observance throughout the Western Church.  A similar 

feast grew up in the Eastern Churches, but on the Sunday after Pentecost 

(our Trinity Sunday).   

In the New Testament the word ‘saint’ (literally: holy person) was 

used of all Christians, but by the time these feasts appeared it had taken 

on the more specialized meaning of ‘heroes of the faith’ - those whose lives 

and deaths bore witness to their relationship with Christ.  At first the 

recognition of an individual as a saint would begin locally, and would 

spread as the person’s story became more widely known.  In time more 

formal procedures developed under the control of the local bishop, and 

while the procedure still starts there, the Pope acquired the final say for the 

Western Church, and, usually, the Patriarchs in the Eastern ones.  For the 

most part these processes grew up in response to situations where there was 

some real question about the actual holiness of people who were being 

treated as saints.  Thus they usually involved detailed inquiry into the lives 

of the subjects and indications that they were associated with healings or 

other miracles.  Lists of recognized saints (Martyrologies) were drawn up 

and the process of canonization ended with the addition of the name to such a list. 

Since the Reformation most Protestants continued to recognize at least the New 

Testament saints (and often other better known saints such as Augustine or Francis) but 

showed little interest in adding to the list.  The Church of England did give formal 

recognition to King Charles I as a martyr, but no other new names were added among 

Anglicans until the 1960’s when the 

Episcopal Church and several other Anglican 

bodies began liturgical revisions which 

included expanding our Calendars.†  No such 

calendar, however, has ever claimed to 

include more than a fraction of the number of 

recognized saints, and it is generally recognized that there are many more who have 

never had such recognition; and All Saints’ Day was explicitly intended to allow for 

the observance of all these faithful Christians.  

One addition to our Calendar, in the 1979 BCP, was the restoration of the 

Commemoration of All Faithful Departed, which is commonly referred to as All Souls’ 

Day.  Similar observances arose in both the Eastern and the Western Churches, but in the 

Pre-Reformation West there was a strong emphasis on getting the departed out of the 

miseries of Purgatory and thus a close link to the abuses that had grown up around 

Indulgences.  Both the day of the observance, and the related devotions 

pretty much disappeared from the Churches of the Reformation.  Popular 

remembrance of the Departed was widely continued, however, often by 

placing flowers or food or lighted candles at graves.  One of the effects of 

the Oxford Movement was to create a more formal observance.  As 

noted, this came officially into our life in 1979, and also found place in 

English, Canadian, and other service books at about the same time.  All 

Souls also appeared in some 17th century calendars at Oxford (where 

(Continued on page 17) 

Sarum Martyrology 
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

   

there is an ‘All Souls College’) with the license of the Archbishop of Canterbury.  In general 

the emphasis is more like that of the Orthodox (who observe several Saturdays during the 

year as “Soul Saturdays”), with prayers for the repose of the dead as they grow towards the 

fullest realization of God’s presence.‡  A Russian prayer, which is also found in our Burial 

services, expresses this well:  “Give rest, O Christ, to your servant(s) with the Saints….”  

An ancient Latin prayer, also found in our services, 

shows a similar idea: “Rest eternal grant unto them, O 

Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.” 

Especially in the Anglican tradition, probably one of 

the best ways to understand both of these observances is 

in terms of the Creedal doctrine of the ‘Communion of 

Saints.’  This is commonly understood as teaching that 

all the baptized, living and dead (and who have not 

definitively broken with Christ), are united in the Body of Christ (cf. 1 Corinthians 12 and 

Hebrews 12:1 as underlying texts).  This view usually looks at the church as comprising 

three groups: militant (alive on earth), expectant (deceased but not yet fully entered into 

God’s presence - cf. Revelation 6:9-11 and the Prayer for the Church§), and triumphant 

(fully in God’s presence), but all united in prayer. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 

* The word ‘martyr’ originally meant ‘witness’ and was adopted by the church first as a title for 

those who bore open witness to Christ and then more specifically for those whose witness took the 

form of dying for Christ. 
† I have discussed in earlier articles some problems that I see with a number of recent additions to 

our calendar; one of these is the refusal to consider whether or not these additions should be 

considered saints, or the basis for making such a determination. 
‡ See also my Sword Points article on this subject at this time last year. 
§ And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 

[especially         ], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service. 

(Continued from page 16) All Saints and All Souls 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=218119367
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=218119556
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=218120212
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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 The Sacristans for November are 

 
 

 
Carol Gurski          Jean Stauffer  
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†  The Rector’s Forum 

 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the Guild 

Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's Forum," has 

started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  With Tara Shepley 

assisting, this class will bring participants deep into the Word of God, verse by 

verse, further extending our parish mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 

such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

..…Holy Spirit, West Haven; St. Paul’s, Westbrook; Emmanuel, Weston. 

…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 

…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 

…..Doug Azzarito, healing of blood cancer. 

…..Paul Estok, healing of his broken leg. 

…..Peace in the Middle East. 

…..Joan Kirner, complete healing and strength. 

…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 

…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 

…..Peggy Bauer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Randy Altemus, healing of blood clots. 

…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 

…..a job for Mary Ellen. 

…..Diocesan Episcopal Church Women Diocesan Altar Guild; local ECW chapters and 

parish altar guilds. 

…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 

…..Ralph DeAngelis, successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 

…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 

…..David Palmer, continued strength and peace as he recovers. 

…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, Kathleen for recovery from a heart condition. 

…..Walter Biscardi, a miracle of healing, the Lord's loving presence to surround him and 

his family. 

…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children and their team, safety and discernment in their 

ministry in Jos, Nigeria. 

…..Kay Tucker who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer, a miracle of healing. 

…..Michael for-protection in Afghanistan, in the service. 

…..Linda Pendergast, healing and regular heart beat. 

…..Joe Hock, for healing of his double vision and dizziness. 

Psalm 145:8,9 "The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 

The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made." 

 

We prayed for a man with blood clots in his brain stem.  His daughter was getting 

ready to leave for his surgery when the news came that he had been misdiagnosed and 

was now up and walking!  God works in wonderful ways! 

We Remember ... Louise Taylor, 1919-2012 

Click on her name for a link to her obituary. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?pid=160512662#fbLoggedOut
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee 
Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2013 

 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 

says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 

necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 

by itself.”   James 2:15-17 
 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 

mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, the parishioners!  This is your opportunity 

to enhance your personal or family missions with the prayer, 

physical and financial support of the entire parish! 
 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 

asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  Additionally, 

you are expected to submit a “Sword Points” article.  This is your 

opportunity to “put a face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 
 

We invite your active participation in this budgeting process as 

well as your involvement with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We 

meet first Thursday, monthly 7:30 in the Guild Room. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact a member of the mission 

committee:  Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Bill Schrull, Joyce Sarver, Bonnie Wanzer, Don 

Winkley. 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 

Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

Christ Centered 

Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s parish 

members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 

Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 

Financial Support:  $_______________ 

Physical Assistance: ______________ 
 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 29, 2012. 
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†  Where Did You Go to Church Last Sunday? 
 

W here was everyone last week?  

Did someone say. “Faith Alive 

Weekend?”  Trinity Church in 

Tariffville, CT held their Faith Alive 

event last week and had five members 

of St. Paul’s as part of the team; 

Lynne Donnelly, Debbie Delaventura, 

Helen Carli, Patrick O’Connors and 

Bill & Cathy Schrull as well as their 

daughter Abbie & son-in-law Alex. 

1 - Ruth O’Hara 
 

2 - Kaitlin Conte  
 

4 - Kenneth Perry 
 

7 - Virginia Beck 
 

11 - Gail Crisalli 
  

12 - Sheri Brought 

  Walter VonEgidy 
 

17 - Pamela Altemus 
 

18 - Ryan Sampson 
 

27 - Lauren Melody 

  Patricia Brought 
 

29 - Gary Stein 

30 - Christopher Goodman 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the above list. 

Please pray for 

each of the 

parishioners on 

their birthday! 
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†  Christmas Giving Tree 

 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 

struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, there will be a tree in the back of 

the church with gift tags attached listing items requested by the families.  If you 

would like to bring some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the 

tree. 

 The wrapped gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December 9th, with 

the tag attached (most important!).  Please keep the maximum limit of $15-$20 per 

gift.  Thank you in advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A Healing of Sight 
 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

I n the conclusion of this saga Job, who had demanded justice for his own life and was 

then encountered by the living and awesome God, now responds with great humility 

and finds restoration of his fortunes.  Job recalls some of the earlier words of the Lord and 

realizes how far he had been from any true understanding.  In the conclusion of the story, 

Job finds abundance far in excess of his previous state, and is fully restored to human 

community.  An unusual feature of this story is that Job’s three daughters are given equal 

inheritance and mentioned by name, though none of his sons.  Job’s tragic 

experiences has given him an amplified view of the world and deepened 

empathy. 

 Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 

A hymn of blessing and praise to the Lord for divine deliverance. 

 Hebrews 7:23-28 

In this New Testament lesson the author demonstrates how Jesus is our 

perfect and everlasting high priest.  He was appointed not by human beings 

according to the law, but by an oath of God.  He had no need to offer 

sacrifices for his own sins, for he is holy and undefiled.  Nor does he offer 

sacrifices repeatedly, but once for all he presented the perfect sacrifice of himself.  His 

priesthood is forever and, as the Son, he now makes eternal intercession for us. 

Mark 10:46-52 

Our gospel is the story of the new vision of blind Bartimaeus.  The evangelist has 

carefully prepared for this story by illustrating the inability of the religious officials to 

perceive who Jesus is and be describing the short-sightedness of the disciples.  Now, with 

nothing but his great hope, this blind beggar calls out to Jesus.  He uses the only title of 

honor he can- think of: Son of David - dangerous words in the present political climate.  But 

Jesus stops on his 

own profound 

journey, and 

Bartimaeus is 

healed through his 

faith.  Then, as a 

model of a 

disciple who has 

received healing 

as a gift, he 

follows Jesus on 

the way. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

Psalm 34:8 
 

Taste and see that the 

LORD is good; *  

happy are they who 

trust in him!  

†  Photo Contest for December Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for 

our next monthly Sword.  The November Sword covers Advent 

and Christmas.  Have fun, be creative.  The deadline is November 26th.  

Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp25_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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November Lay Schedule 2012 

November 25, 2011 

Healing Sunday 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Michael Kirner/Doug Melody 

Acolytes: Rachel & Lauren Melody 

   Lector:   2 Samuel 23:1-7  Mary Perry 

Intercessor: Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Tim & Marie Williams 

Acolytes:  

Lector:    2 Samuel 23:1-7  Phil Hannah 

Intercessor: Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

November 11, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Michael Kirner/Doug Melody 

   Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

   Lector:   Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 Ingrid Pruss 

   Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings  

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

 

10:30 AM 

   Welcoming: Denise McCormack 

Acolytes: Audrey Powell 

Lector:  Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17Rose Barrett  

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

November 4, 2012 
 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Vin & Barbara Cappiello 

Acolytes:  Sarah Shepley 

   Lector:  Sirach 44:1-10,13-14  Pam Szen 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

Lay Reader:  Michael  Kirner 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

   Lector: Sirach 44:1-10,13-14 Betty Gardner 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

November 18, 2012 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Norma Schofield 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector: Daniel 12:1-3  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader: Lois Hunt 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Dave & Connie Williams 

Acolytes: Stephen Werneburg 

Lector:  Daniel 12:1-3  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Connie Williams 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room. Thank You! 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp29_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp27_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp27_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#OLDTEST


 25 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 All Saints'   

           Day 
 
10:00 AM Holy  

                  Eucharist 
 

7:30 PM Mission    

               Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  

              Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

2 All Faithful 

Departed 

 
10:00 AM Holy  

                  Eucharist 

3 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

4 23 Pentecost  
 

8:00 AM Traditional           

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult  

                 Bible Study 

9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

4:30 PM Youth Group 

6:00 PM Vespers 

7:00 PM Young Adult   

                Program 

5 

 
4:30 PM Christian Caring 

 

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

6 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

7 

 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

8 

 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  

          Ministry 

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

9 

 
7:30 PM Joanne Ellison 

10 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

 

9:30 AM Joanne Ellison 

11    24 Pentecost 
  

8:00 AM Traditional   

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult  

                 Bible Study 

9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

4:30 PM Youth Group 

6:00 PM Vespers with  

                Communion 

12 

 

Veteran’s Day 
 

Parish Office Closed 

13 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

14 

 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

 

6:30 PM Staff Meeting 

 

7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

15 

 
7:00 PM Healing Team  

 

7:30 PM Music Night 

16 17 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s  

                 Quilters 
 

2:00 PM House of Prayer 

18    25 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional           

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult  

                 Bible Study 

9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

4:30 PM Youth Group 

6:00 PM Vespers 

7:00 PM Young Adult   

                Program 

19 

 
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

20 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

21 

 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

 

7:30 PM Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service 

(Prince of Peace Church) 

22 

 

Thanksgiving 
Parish Office Closed 

 

10:00 AM Holy 

Eucharist 

23 

 
Parish Office Closed 

24 

 
7:30 AM Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 

25   Last Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM Traditional           

                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult  

                 Bible Study 

9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

10:30 AM Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 

 

 

26 27 

 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  

                Study 

 

6:30 PM Deanery Meeting  

               (Roxbury) 

 

7:00 PM Grief Group 

28 

 
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist   

                 and Healing 

 

7:00 PM Lessons and  

              Carols Rehearsal 

29 30  

November 2012 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

  Blessing of the Drivers:  A brief service of blessing for new drivers 

(anyone who has gotten his or her driver’s license or learner’s per-

mit within the last year) will be held on Sunday, November 4th from 

3:00-3:30 pm at the Congregational Church of Brookfield.  The 

event will include brief talks from State Representative David Scrib-

ner and a Brookfield Police Officer about the importance of safe and 

sober driving.  If you have a new driver in your family, you are en-

couraged to come to this event.   

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

G wyneth Davidson celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Paul 

Estock & David Szen.  Bill Mayers will be expecting your card on 

Saturday.  Keith Balla will be another year older and wiser on Sunday.  Norma 

Jeanne Sporck will be blowing out candles on Monday.  George Franklin, 

Jacqueline Burr, Jayme Arcamone & Lynne Donnelly will be having a scary 

celebration on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, Donna Betts, Drew Crocker, 

Barbara DeAnzeris, Debbie Delaventura, 

Lynne Donnelly, Bill Loring, Heather 

Melody, Beth Miller, Patrick O’Connors, 

Linda Pendergast,  Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, David Szen, Pam Szen, Walt Von 

Egidy, Bonnie Wanzer, Gail Winkley & 

Don Winkley 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685

