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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

    

†  The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Our 
Lord which is remembered each year on the Sunday 

following the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6.  The event of 
Christ’s baptism is recorded in all four gospel accounts: 

“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Mark 
1:9-11). 

“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22). 

“The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, 
‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead 
of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I 
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed 
to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 

(Continued on page 3) 

† This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 Thu, Jan 10  -  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 Sat, Jan 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

 Sun, Jan 13 -           First Sunday after Epiphany 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

   6:00 pm - Vespers with Communion 

 Mon, Jan 14 -  Annual Reports Due 

   6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

 Tue, Jan 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

 Wed, Jan 16 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

   6:30 pm - The Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

 Thu, Jan 17 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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 †  Rest In Peace, Walter Biscardi 
 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

I  write to inform you of the death of Walter 

Biscardi.  Walter was a devoted parishioner and 

committed Christian, as well as the step-father of my 

wife, Tara.  He and I went through many seasons of 

life together over the last nineteen years, and I am a 

better person because of this shared journey.  It is 

often said that God puts people in our lives not so we 

can change them, but so that they can change us.  My 

sense is that for all of us who shared the mystery of 

life with Walter, we will recognize more and more as 

time goes on the truth that such a gift can only be 

discovered by bearing one another's burdens in Christ 

through the various vicissitudes of life (Galatians 6:2), where true joy is kindled deep within. 

When I met Walter the first time while in my first year of Divinity School, getting off the 

train with my new girlfriend, now my wife, Tara, he presented me with a teddy bear dressed 

as a priest.  He could not just see who people were in the moment, but who people could 

become.  A professional motivational speaker and former IBM executive, Walter was a 

force to be reckoned with when it came to competing with his energy, positive outlook and 

sense of purpose.  Then a stroke twelve years ago, followed by years of slow decline, 

presented Walter with a different path, one requiring him to tap deeply into his inner well of 

faith, which he did with grace, poise and his signature optimism. 

Walter touched many lives and has left us with an example of how one can exude an 

unshakable faith regardless of one's outer circumstances.  We often caught a glimpse of this 

during our once-per-month open microphone time on Sunday morning when Walter would 

express his gratitude to you all and to God.  Toward his last days, barely able to stand, yet 

grinning and determined to give account for the hope within him (1 Peter 3:15), Walter gave 

fresh meaning to Proverbs 17:22: " A joyful heart is good medicine."  May Walter's witness 

lead us to follow one of his favorite sayings: "Smile, it gives your face something to do!"  

Heaven will be brightened by this new arrival, I am quite sure. 

When I arrived at his home early this (Wednesday) morning upon Walter's death, I 

gathered the family and offered prayers as I made the sign of the cross on his head with three 

gifts I had brought him back from Israel a few years ago: olive oil from the Garden of 

Gethsemane, water from the Jordan and soil from Jerusalem.  As the son of a Jewish mother, 

Walter's faith identity ran deeply through the land of his ancestors and led him to follow 

Jesus with a familiarity that was truly beautiful.  As he now rests with all the saints in God's 

eternal habitations, may Walter's journey to the New Jerusalem exceed anything he ever 

knew throughout his life's many adventures. 

I will offer the Burial Rite at St. Paul's on Saturday, January 19th, at 11am, where 

Andrew Buchanan, our 28th Rector (and my brother-in-law, as well as Walter's other priest 

and son-in-law), will join me as together we commend Walter to Almighty God. 

I am deeply appreciative to all who have cared for Walter, visited him and expressed an 

interest in his condition.  Please keep Sylvia and our entire family in your prayers as we 

engage the mystery of our salvation in mourning, celebrating and ultimately looking to 

Walter's resurrection through the power of Jesus Christ. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Joe+ 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%206:2&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%203:15&version=NIV
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remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 
God’” (John 1:29-34). 

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would 
have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But 
Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:13-17). 

(Continued from page 1) The Baptism of Our Lord 
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W ith an emphasis on the Magi and the cultural and political context 
surrounding the birth of Christ, this message emphasizes the 

importance of worship in the life of the believer. 
To replay or watch Fr. Shepley’s sermon, follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons or click on the photo to the left. 

Our lives are a louder sermon than anything we say.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

A dult Education meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:15am in the 
Guild Room and is led by Fr. Shepley.  "The Rector's 

Forum," has started an in-depth study of the Book of Genesis.  
With Tara Shepley assisting, this class will bring participants deep 

into the Word of God, verse by verse, further extending our parish 
mission of "Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ." 

Coming Soon to St. Paul’s: Sunday’s February 24 thru March 24 

4:30 - 6:30 pm (same time as Youth Group) in the Guild Room 

All parents & grandparents welcome. 
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†  What’s It All About, Alpha? 
 

What's it all about, Alfie?  Is it just for the moment we live?  What's it all about when 
you sort it out, Alfie?  Are we meant to take more than we give?  Or are we meant to be 
kind?  

Some of you may remember those 
lyrics from the 1960’s.  Those questions 
also could have been heard at last night’s 
opening session of The Alpha Course. 

Those questions along with: How do 
we know  Jesus is who he says he is?  
Who goes to heaven?  Why does God 
allow bad things to happen?  All these and 
more. 

The introductory session last night 
was attended by almost 60 parishioners 
and other guests, mature Christians and 
newcomers to the faith.  Everyone had 
questions. 

Join us next Wednesday and think 
about a question you would ask God if 
you could. 

 † Annual Meeting On 

 January 27th 

N otice is hereby given of the 229th Annual 

Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 

Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, 

January 27th, 2013, in the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The 

Rector will make appointments and elections will be 

held for various Vestry positions.  Nominations may be 

made from the floor at the meeting.  Communicant 

members of the parish over sixteen years of age are 

eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion 

service at 8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion 

Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 10:30 am. 

There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum. 

Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.  Sign up sheets for the breakfast will 

be in the back of the church following Sunday services.  Assistance cooking egg dishes 

(recipes needed) and serving is needed.  Contact Mary Allen (203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net) with any questions. 

† John Up Next for Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Ladies Bible Study will begin studying the 

Gospel of John starting on January 29th at 9:15 am.  The 

Gospel of John is an account of the public ministry of Jesus.  It 

begins with the witness and affirmation by John the Baptist and 

concludes with the death, burial, resurrection, and post-

resurrection appearances of Jesus.  Workbooks will be $10.  

Tuesdays 9:15  - 11:00 am. 

mailto:chamla@charter.net?subject=I'd%20love%20to%20help%20with%20the%20Annual%20Meeting%20Brunch!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_appearances_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_appearances_of_Jesus
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier 

than I is coming…he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit..’”     (Luke 3:16) 
 

J esus’ immersion in the water is a sign for all human beings of the need to 

die to themselves to do God’s will.  At our baptisms we renounce Satan, 

repent of sins, and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  In other words, as 

baptized Christians there is only one simple gift that we need to give to Jesus.  

The only gift God wants is a complete offering of ourselves.  Once we 

surrender ourselves to God in this way, we will know in our hearts what else 

God might call us to do. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

January 10th 
 

William Laud 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645 

 

W illiam Laud, born in 1573, became Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1633, having been Charles I’s 

principal ecclesiastical adviser for several years before.  He 
was the most prominent of a new generation of Churchmen 
who disliked many of the ritual practices which had developed 
during the reign of Elizabeth I, and who were bitterly opposed 
by the “Puritans.” 

Laud believed the Church of England to be in direct 
continuity with the medieval Church, and he stressed the unity 
of Church and State, exalting the role of the king as the 
supreme governor.  He emphasized the priesthood and the 
Sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, and caused 
consternation by insisting on the reverencing of the Altar, 
returning it to its pre-Reformation position against the east 
wall of the church, and hedging it about with rails. 

As head of the courts of High Commission and Star 
Chamber, Laud was abhorred for the harsh sentencing of 
prominent Puritans.  His identification with the unpopular policies of King Charles, his 
support of the war against Scotland in 1640, and his efforts to make the Church independent 
of Parliament, made him widely disliked.  He was impeached for treason by the Long 
Parliament in 1640, and finally beheaded on January 10, 1645. 

Laud’s reputation has remained controversial to this day.  Honored as a martyr and 
condemned as an intolerant bigot, he was compassionate in his defense of the rights of the 
common people against the landowners.  He was honest, devout, loyal to the king and to the 
rights and privileges of the Church of England.  He tried to reform and protect the Church in 
accordance with his sincere convictions.  But in many ways he was out of step with the 
views of the majority of his countrymen, especially about the “Divine Right of Kings.” 

He made a noble end, praying on the scaffold: “The Lord receive my soul, and have 
mercy upon me, and bless this kingdom with peace and charity, that there may not be this 
effusion of Christian blood amongst them.” 

†  Familiar Face Will Be Missing Today at Dorothy Day 
 

W hen St. Paul’s crew serves meals today at the Dorothy Day 
Hospitality House, a long time friend will be missing.  Annie 

Orr coordinated the various organizations that operate the soup kitchen 
every day of the year.  She died earlier this week after a short illness.  
Click on the following here and here for articles about her work and 
here for an obituary. 

http://www.newstimes.com/local/article/Annie-Orr-community-activist-dies-4175872.php
http://danbury.dailyvoice.com/obituaries/annie-orr-86-danbury-nurse-longtime-volunteer-dies
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=annie-e-orr&pid=162211809&fhid=12027#fbLoggedOut
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The Alpha Course 

All welcome!  

Dates: Jan 9 - Mar 20, 2013 

Time:  Wed    6:30-9pm  

Where: St. Paul's Church 

Dinner included 

Call the church office to 

register 203-775-9587 

Admission:  Free  

OK, you misse
d the 

introductio
n.  Y

ou can 

stil
l co

me this w
eek. 

†  Quilters Change Meeting Date 
 

This month the St. Paul’s Quilters will meet on Saturday, January 26th at 10:00 am in the 

Parish Hall. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Communion Without Baptism? 
 

From a parishioner: “I read your discussion about receiving communion in other 
churches in Sword Points this week.  Why does the Episcopal/Anglican church have a 
prohibition against the unbaptized taking communion?  I of course have a different 
understanding of baptism than the standard Anglican view, coming out of the Baptist 
tradition, so I imagine there could be a new believer who has not yet had the opportunity to 
be baptized be prohibited from taking communion in the Anglican church, even though he/
she has made a commitment to Christ.  I know you don't want to say Salvation = Jesus + 
Baptism, because we know we can't add anything to the sacrifice of the cross, but is the 
church somehow saying Taking Communion = Jesus + Baptism?” 

 

C ommunion without Baptism (CWOB) has been the subject of considerable 
discussion in the church over the past two or three years, and it would be helpful to 

note that although current canon law prohibits the practice,* there are a number of priests 
and parishes (and some bishops) that see fit to defy the law and openly invite the unbaptized 
to Communion.  There are of course times when, as Dickens noted, “The law is a [sic] 
ass;”† but in this case I shall argue that the law is a proper one, and even if it were not I 
believe it should be respected (as part of our mutual responsibility) pending a generally 
agreed change. 

The questioner’s Baptist tradition does have a different understanding, both of Baptism 
and of Communion.  I think it is fair to say that it considers both 
of these rites to be ordinances, acts set forth by Christ as a means 
of remembrance, while our tradition sees them as sacraments, 
acts set forth by Christ as a means of bestowing specific graces 
or gifts.  Both, however, do agree that neither rite is to be 
approached casually, and that participation is based on faith; 
even when we offer the sacraments to children it is based on their 
being within the household of faith.  The Anglican (and in the 
broad sense catholic) sacramental practice first reflects both the 
general agreement on the role of faith and the sacramental 
understanding that each conveys grace and the baptismal grace 
opens the way for the additional graces found in the Eucharist.‡ 
 In my reading on this issue the most common arguments for 

CWOB are that the Scriptures are silent on the subject, and that it models Our Lord’s radical 
hospitality in his sharing meals with ‘all sorts and conditions of men.’ 

In reply to the first, two points need to be made:  
First, while Anglicans base their faith on sola scriptura, 
we also look to tradition and the Church Fathers as our 
authority in matters of discipline and worship; and 
there is no question that many of the earliest Christian 
writings do call for Baptism first, and this has been the 
established practice of the Church (except among the 
more radically reformed groups) for most of its 
history.  Second, the Scriptures (Matthew 28:19) do set 
forth Baptism as the first order of business in carrying 
out the Great Commission, which suggests that even if 
CWOB is not forbidden, it is outside of the norm. 

The case for radical hospitality seems to confuse 
Jesus’ undoubted practice of joining all sorts of people in essentially secular meals (where 
he is never represented as the host), with the almost secretive nature of the Last Supper 
where the guest list is limited to the inner circle, the Apostles, who quite possibly were 
baptized (see John 4:1) and who certainly shared the relationship with him that Baptism 
creates for us.  It seems to me that the sacramental place for radical hospitality is precisely 
that of baptizing all nations and bringing them into fellowship with Christ. 

Although Mark 16:16 does indeed suggest that “Salvation = Jesus + Baptism” I would 
note that this passage is not found in any of the earlier copies of Mark, and in any case I 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=224775575
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=224776577
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=224777652
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

would suggest that its truth is in the specific sense that 
we are incorporated into Jesus and the cross by Baptism 
and that the proper equation is something like ‘Taking 
Communion = Incorporation into Jesus.’ 

For further exploration I would suggest the website 
of Christ Church in New Haven which maintains a 
resource page on the subject here, with links to many 
discussions of CWOB. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
* Title I, Canon 17, Sec. 7. No unbaptized person shall be eligible to receive Holy Communion in 

this Church.  For Context click here. 
† Mr. Bumble in Oliver Twist. 
‡ This is well presented in the Prayer Book Catechism (pages 857-860), available online here.  

(Continued from page 10) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The Sinless One to Jordan Came 
Gradual Hymn Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
Offertory “I Come,” The Great Redeemer Cries Tune:St. Peter 
Closing Hymn O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 
 

O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 
 

T his hymn looks with wonder on the love expressed 
through Jesus' life, how he came down from heaven 

to live among us (v. 1); how he bore temptations for us and 
was baptized for our sake (v. 2); how he prayed for us and 
worked for us (v. 3); how he died for us (v. 4); and rose from 
death to return to his heavenly home (v. 5).  It calls us to give 
glory to "our Lord and God for love so deep, so high, so 
broad." 

The author of this hymn, Thomas a Kempis, was a 
Catholic monk who is well-known for his devotional book, 
The Imitation of Christ, in which he calls us to live like Jesus 
lived.  This hymn is very much in keeping with that book as 
it reminds us of the sacrificial life that Christ lived in our 
behalf. 

We need to hear what Thomas has to say.  We have heard 
so much about Jesus being born in a manger that we have 
largely lost our sense of wonder that God would come down from heaven to live among us, 
and to die for us.  It is a true story of a prince becoming a pauper to serve his people.  We 
need to be reminded that God loves us and has gone to great lengths to save us.  We need to 
recover our sense of wonder that God would love us even when we don't deserve it. 

- Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan 

 † Happy Birthday to You! 

B rendon Connors, David Chadwick & Ella Wanzer 

celebrate tomorrow!  Monday is the big day for David 

Carli, Lauren Emmett, Nathaniel Hill & Selma 

Lindsay.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.christchurchnh.org/communion-and-baptism-resource/
http://www.episcopalarchives.org/pdf/CnC/CandC_2009pp11-60.pdf
http://bcponline.org/
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdX7XXXBWO8
http://www.missionstclare.com/music/epiphany/Christ/Christ.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30b3xn_W3jk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tB8Uiu7Bdhg
http://www.lectionary.org/Hymns/Donovan_BIO.htm
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L ast Sunday we kicked off the Youth 

Alpha course by looking at the question: 

Who Is Jesus?  We even took a look at some 

interesting conspiracy theories about the death 

and resurrection of Christ. 

 Coming up this week, we’ll get 

into Why Did Jesus Die?  It 

promises to be just as interesting 

and thought-provoking as last 

week.  Plus, we’ll have pizza again 

– need we say more!? 

LAST CALL! 
For Monadnock 
 
Our winter retreat to 

the Monadnock Bible 
Conference in Jaffrey, 
NH will be February 
22nd – 24th.  All youth 
grades 6-12 are invited to 
attend.  If you have not 
already registered, please 
let us know by this 
Sunday, January 13th if 
you would like to go. 
There are still spots open! 

 

We need one more adult! 
 

We already have three adults going on the retreat, but due to 
housing requirements, we’re in need of one 
more female adult. If you’re over 21 and 
interested in going for the weekend, please 
email us at stpaulsown@gmail.com 

St. Paul’s OWN 

 

Jan 13th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 20th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Jan 27th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

Feb 3rd  -  Youth Group 3-5 pm 

Feb 10th  -  Youth Group 4-7 pm 

Feb 17th  -  No Youth Group 

 

mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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 †  Transforming Mission: Jericho Partnership 

 

A  little over a month ago, we did a piece about Jericho 
Partnership.  This is a transformative organization 

which is changing the landscape for youth, the homeless and 
other at-risk populations of Danbury.  In collaboration with over 
20 congregations, Christ-centered ministries and private 
foundations - lives are being touched and changed each and 
every day. 

 Recently, we had the 
opportunity to tour Jericho’s 
main building on Rose 
Street in Danbury, a 33,000 
sq. ft. facility.  It was 
formerly a derelict 1800s factory that was restored into 
Jericho House in 1999 with help from hundreds of 
volunteers for the purpose of housing the Cambodian 
New Life Evangelical Church.  The project progressed 
and by 2006 the ongoing collaborative, which is now 
Jericho Partnership, emerged. 

Housed in the building today is a montage of partner services dedicated to youth.  These 
include the Samaritan Health Center, a pediatric clinic which provides free health care to 
children living in the greater Danbury area who are uninsured; Hopeline Pregnancy 

Resource Center, which St. Paul’s supports 
through the baby bottle coin drive; Bethany 
Christian Services, an adoption agency that 
provides social services to children; Pathways 
Academy, a middle school for up to 30 at-risk 
boys which has seen great success since its 
inception in 2008; Pathways Danbury, a 1:1 
mentoring program that pairs boys with a 
mature Christian man through high school and 
the Naomi Mentoring Ministry, serving at-risk 
adolescent girls with 
Christian women as 
mentors. 
 In addition, there are 

tutoring facilities, a Reading Buddy program, and a large “Cave-like” 
room where kids can hang out in a safe environment.  In the center of 
all this is a chapel with a regularly scheduled service open to all. 

We were quite overwhelmed at everything Jericho was able to 
house under one roof - it is an amazing facility. 

 That said, 
there are many 
other ministry 
partners at 
various locations 
throughout the 
city including Amos House, Spring 
Street Ministries among others. 
Jericho works because they have so 
many volunteers - about 2,600.  Their 
goal in 2013 is to increase their 
volunteer force to 3,000 people.  If 
you are looking for a way to put your 
love in action, please see the bulletin 
board in the church foyer downstairs.  
There are also brochures on the 
adjacent resource table. 
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Directions: 
Place the chicken cutlets flat on the work surface.  

Sprinkle the chicken with salt and pepper.  Lay 1 
slice of prosciutto atop each chicken cutlet. 

Squeeze the frozen spinach to remove the excess 
water.  Season the spinach with salt and pepper.  In a 
small bowl, toss the spinach with 1 tablespoon of oil 

to coat. 
 Arrange an even, thin layer of spinach atop the prosciutto slices.  Sprinkle 
the Parmesan evenly over each.  Beginning at the short tapered end, roll up 
each chicken cutlet as for a jellyroll.  Secure with a toothpick. 
 Heat the remaining 2 tablespoons of oil in a heavy large skillet over high 
heat.  Add the chicken and cook just until golden brown, about 2 minutes per 
side.  Add the chicken broth and lemon juice, and scrape the browned bits off 
the bottom of the pan with a wooden spoon.  Bring the liquid to a boil.  
Reduce the heat to medium.  Cover and simmer until the chicken is just 
cooked through, about 8 to 10 minutes.  Transfer the chicken to a platter.  
Simmer the cooking liquid over high heat until it is reduced to about 2/3 cup, 
about 5 minutes.  Season the cooking liquid with salt and pepper, to taste.  
Remove toothpicks from the chicken.  Drizzle the reduced cooking liquid 
over the chicken and serve immediately. 

†  Chicken Saltimbocca 

Ingredients: 
6 (3-ounce) chicken cutlets, 
pounded to evenly flatten  

Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper  

6 paper-thin slices prosciutto  
1 (10-ounce) box frozen 
chopped spinach, thawed  

3 tablespoons olive oil  
1/4 cup grated Parmesan  
1 (14-ounce) can low-salt 
chicken broth  

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

“The Baptism of Jesus” 
 

 Isaiah 43:1-7 

I n this prophetic reading the Lord assures Israel that they are God’s chosen 
people.  They are not to fear: God will save them.  It is the time of the end 

of the exile, and God, who created the servant Israel, now promises to deliver the 
Lord’s own out of all their troubles.  Sons and daughters will 
be summoned from the ends of the earth - everyone called by 
God’s name and formed for God’s glory. 
 Psalm 29 

The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a 
thunderstorm: the Lord is mighty over land and sea. 
 Acts 8:14-17 

In this New Testament account we hear of the spread of the 
early church as converts are received from among the 
Samaritans.  Many Jews would have felt ethnic tension and 
even animosity toward Samaritans.  Peter and John travel to 
Samaria and lay their hands upon the converts, that they might receive the Holy Spirit and 
know the fullness of God’s presence and power.  The Lord’s Spirit continues to work in 
surprising ways, surmounting cultural barriers and traditional enmities as the gospel 
continues its progress. 
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism.  Some people expected that John the Baptist 
might be the Christ, but he points to a yet mightier one to come whose baptism will be 
decisive.  The Holy Spirit is then manifest and shows this one to be Jesus.  A voice from 
heaven speaks to him in words that echo ancient oracles concerning the king and the calling 
of the Lord’s chosen servant. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

  Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings 

will be available at the back of the church. 

You get 

wisdom by 

spending time 

in the word of 

God.  

†  Photo Contest for February Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The February Sword covers Ash 

Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  Be creative.  The deadline is January 

25th.  Send your pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Look on 
the front 
cover of 
Sword 
Points! 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, convalescing from a stroke at Filosa in Danbury. 
…..Marvin Self, healing of his kidneys. 
…..St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church, Collinsville; St. James’, 
Danbury. 
…..Peace in Bethlehem, Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
…..Joan Kirner, complete healing and strength. 
…..Cy Dennerlein, recovering from a fall. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Cambodia. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Fr. Crocker, healing from recent skin surgery. 
…..Wardens, treasurers, clerks, other vestry 
members, delegates and other elected lay leaders; annual parish meetings. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..Protection and maturity for Christian converts from Islam who number about 200,000 in 
Algeria. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..David Wilson, strength, peace and a miracle of healing as he battles brain cancer. 
…..the conservation of natural resources.  
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Christine W. and her daughters in Germany as they adjust to their new life.  
…..Kelly & Tim Malloy, their children & their team, safety in their ministry in Nigeria. 
…..Carol, a quick recovery. 
…..A young couple that needs provision, employment, and a place to live within range of 
St. Paul's. 
…..Kay Tucker, thanksgiving for her healing to date. 
…..An increase in business for Walter. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

Exodus 15:26 "For I am the Lord who heals you!"  

†  Week of Prayer 2013 Explores What “God Requires of Us” 
 

T he Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an international Christian 
ecumenical observance kept annually between 18 January and 25 

January.  It is actually an octave, that is, an observance lasting eight days.  To 
make Christian unity a visible part of the call for justice and peace, and inspired 
by the struggles of Dalits in India, this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity explores the theme, “What does God require of us?” (Micah 6:6-8). 

The preparatory resources to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity are now available on the World Council of Churches (WCC) website. 

The week of prayer brings together Christians from diverse confessions and 
backgrounds from around the world, who organize special ecumenical worships, prayer 
services and events. 

“The search for visible unity cannot be disassociated from the dismantling of casteism 
and the lifting up of contributions to unity by the poorest of the poor,” states the introductory 
text for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2013. 

The theme brings into focus the strong call for justice by the prophet Micah in the Old 
Testament. As the introduction says, “In many ways, the situation facing the people of God 
in the time of Micah can be compared to the situation of the Dalit community in India. Dalits 
also face oppression and injustice from those who wish to deny them their rights and 
dignity.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_ecumenism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octave_%28liturgical%29
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/spirituality-and-worship/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity.html#c12703
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

And finally for a joke: After the Baptism of his baby brother in church, little Johnny 
sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.  His father asked him three times what 
was wrong.  Finally, the boy replied, "That priest said he wanted us brought up in a 

Christian home, but I want to stay with you guys." 
† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Mary 
Allen, 
Chris 
Barrett, Drew 

Crocker, Debbie 
Delaventura, Lynne 

Donnelly, Bill 
Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 

Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley.  

The 11th commandment applies to this condemned bridge. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

