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†  Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

S unday the church celebrates the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day.  The 
word “Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th 

day.” 
In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of 

Weeks, a seven-week agricultural event that focused on the 
harvesting of first crops.  Josephus, a first-century Jewish 
historian, also used the word “Pentecost” to refer to the 50th day 
after the first day of Passover. 

In the New Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the coming of 
the Spirit shortly after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension: 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there 
were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem.  And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each” (Acts 2:1-6, NRSV). 

Christians came to understand the meaning of Pentecost in terms of the gift of the Spirit, 
and the Pentecost event as the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ promise concerning the return of the 
Holy Spirit. 
    Speaking in tongues, a manifestation of 
receiving the Spirit, is interpreted by some to 
symbolize the 
church’s 
worldwide 
mission, and the 
Day of Pentecost 
is thought to be 
the origin of 
sending the 
church out into 
the world. 
     The Day of 
Pentecost is 
identified by the 

Book of Common Prayer as one of the feast days “especially 
appropriate” for baptism (Book of Common Prayer, p. 312).  
Because of this, Pentecost is also known as “Whitsun” or 
“Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term used to describe the 
white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized 
at the Vigil of Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day 
of Pentecost. 

“Riverside Icon of the Pentecost” 
by Theodoulos Gregorites, 2008  

Two infants in Waterford, Ireland, 
circa 1895, in traditional white 

baptismal garments.  Photo courtesy 
of the National Library of Ireland.  

It is believed that Peter spoke to the crowd from 

these steps along the southern wall of Jerusalem 

on the day of Pentecost. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

O n this celebration of the Ascension of Christ, Fr. 
Shepley begins with St. Luke's unique account and 

next focuses on three aspects of this event, encouraging 
the listener to deepen their walk of faith.  To replay all 
our sermons, follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

†  And, You Are? 
 

But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, 
And He who formed you, O Israel, 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name; you are Mine! (Isaiah 43:1) 

 
Dear Ones called by name, 
 

W e now have a new name tag system that began last Sunday.  I am so grateful for 
the extra work our ushers put into making this work so well.  We now have a box 

(crafted by our very skilled sexton) that holds laminated cards with individual names (kids 
included) in alphabetical order, as 
well as a basket of lanyards with 
clips to hold the name tags. 

In addition to handing out 
bulletins, ushers will now assist 
us in finding our name tags and 
clipping them on.  Please be 
patient as we all learn this new 
system together. 

For those who do not have a 
name tag (this would mean that 
you are not yet in our parish 
directory), please hand-write one, 
with the ushers' help, on one of 
the blank name tags.  Then, the 
following week, Beth Miller, our 
parish office coordinator (who 
faithfully made up all these tags 
for us), will make up a typed one and place it in our alphabetized name tag box for the next 
Sunday. 

Everyone is encouraged to wear their name tags to coffee hour and class, and then 
deposit them in the basket by each door when leaving (there is one for those leaving directly 
from the service by the front door as well).  Then, on Tuesdays, our ever-chipper 
receptionist, Donna Cennamo, will collect them, detach the name tags, file them once again 
alphabetically and get us all set for the following Sunday.  How great for the average 
wearer: we wear it, we toss it, the staff does all the work!  I mean, what's not to love?! 

Each week, we see new faces, and as we continue to grow, we will see many more.  It is 
a gift to those not yet here that we are not a closed club, but rather an open embrace where 
we offer a welcome beginning with making our names available.  This displays to people 
that we care about them and want them here. 

I'm sure glad that we made name tags for our kids, because they are so excited about this 
newest move!  During the Children's Sermon, they had them proudly displayed, knowing 
that they matter to us.  May we follow their example, and get excited about showing the 
newest visitor that they matter too. 
 
Faithfully, 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Congratulations to….. 
 

…..Edward Murphy & Lauren Sullivan on the Baptism of their 
daughter Catherine Elizabeth at the 10:30 am service this coming Sunday. 

 

…..those children receiving their First Holy Communion this Sunday: 
Ashley Brown, Emily Brown, Kendra Cofone, Laila Cofone, Rayne 
Cofone, Roy Cofone, Ruby Cofone, Maxwell Hodge, Patrick Kane, 
Sophia Richmond, Karissa Sampson & Christian Williams. 

http://bustedhalo.com/video/pentecost-in-two-minutes
http://bustedhalo.com/video/pentecost-in-two-minutes
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 

 

M ason Sampson celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Fr. Bill Loring.  Austin Castner will be blowing out 

candles on Sunday.  Kimberly Alch will be opening presents on 

Tuesday.  Christian Williams, Ed Licence & Hannah Keating 

will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day each one of you! 

 †  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 16 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

  2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, May 19 - The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist/First Holy Communion 

  12:00 pm - Annual Sunday School Picnic 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group, Youth Lounge 

  6:00 pm - Vespers with Communion 

Mon, May 20 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room  

Tue, May 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, May 22 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, May 23 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, May 26 - First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Youth Lounge 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The Counselor, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told 

you.”                 (John 14:26) 
 

T he materialism of our society lures us to concentrate more on 

what we want than on what God wants for us and from us.  

It is good to know that when we are confused by our stewardship 

responsibilities, we can call on the Holy Spirit to show us the way. 

†  Thank You Scouts 
 

B oy Scout Troop 5, one of the youth programs sponsored by St. Paul's, 
has donated and spread 75 cubic feet of black cedar mulch on the 

Memorial Garden.  This is a part of the Scouts Good Turn to it's long time 
sponsoring organization!  Please look at the Memorial Garden!  Thanks Scouts!  
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S unday School's Out for 

Summer!  We will be 

wrapping up our Sunday School 

year this week as well. 

Look for more information 

about our exciting "Summer" 

Sunday School program on page 3 

of Sword Points. 

A nnual Sunday School Picnic - The annual Sunday school 

picnic will take place in the parish hall immediately fol-

lowing the 10:30 am service this coming Sunday.  Hamburgers, 

hot dogs and drinks will be provided.  If your last name begins 

with A-M, please bring a side dish or salad.  If your last name 

begins with N-Z, please bring a dessert (cookies, brownies, 

cupcakes).  If you are able to help out with this event, please 

speak with either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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Student Spotlight 

E ach week, we’ll be highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 

mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on:  Rachel Melody 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 

Youth Group Game:   Categories 

School Subject:  Math 

Place to Visit:   Rhode Island 

Sport:  Soccer 

Book/Person of the Bible: John 
 

M y name is Rachel Marie Melody.  I am 13 and in 8th 
grade at Rogers Park in Danbury.  In my free time I like 

to play soccer, take pictures, and listen to music. 
I’ve belonged to St. Paul’s since I was born.  At Church I’ve 

been involved in youth group and Sunday school.  I am an 
acolyte and sometimes I help my dad around the church, even 

though it’s not really involvement. 
On the mission trip I am most looking forward to the 

scenery, 
helping 
people, and 
showing 
people the 
way of the 
Lord.  I am 
hoping to 
become a 
better 
follower of 
Christ. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

 

May 19th  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

May 26th  -  Memorial Day Outreach 

Jun 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

June 15th  -  Mission Trip Prep Day 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

E ach morning on the trip we’ll wake up bright 
and early and get our day started with a 

healthy breakfast (don’t worry mom!).  Each youth 
group 
on the trip will have the chance to assist in 
preparing and serving a meal during the week 
– we’re hoping for Taco Tuesday, but maybe 
it will be breakfast one day.  Afterward, we 
pack our own lunch to take with us to the 
mission site.  Our morning is rounded out with 
a group prayer time and our daily devotional.  
During the devotional time we’ll also be 
reading our notes of encouragement from our 
sponsors.  

 

Mission Central - 9 Weeks Out 
Daily Schedule - Mornings 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Israel!  Seeing Is Believing!   

 

†  Israel: A Mix of Cultures   
 

O ver 7 million people live in Israel, a country that is about 
the size of the state of New Jersey.  And visitors 

numbering about 3.5 million come every year mainly from the U.S., 
Russia, France, UK, Germany, Italy, Poland, the Netherlands, India, 
South Korea, Australia, Japan and Brazil.  These are among the 
many who have a desire to go on a sacred journey where God is 
encountered through the places, people and situations a pilgrim 
meets along the way.  It is more than just a spiritual journey; it 
enriches the mind as well as the soul by seeing how other people 
live and by gaining an appreciation of their culture and history by 
experiencing the sights and smells of the markets and bazaars and 
sharing in what they eat and drink. 

Despite all the visitors, there still remains a mysterious 
tranquility at the Holy sites, even at the Western ("Wailing") Wall which is one of the top 
visited sights in Israel.  Here, people from all over world come to leave prayers in the 
crevices of the wall and pray - men to one side and women to the other. 

On Thursday, the day we were scheduled to visit the Temple Mount, there was a long 
line to enter.  And, while we waited to clear through security to the mount, we enjoyed a 
special treat because Thursday is Bar/Bat Mitzvah day in the Old City of Jerusalem and 
people come from all over the world to celebrate this milestone here in the homeland of the 
Jewish people.  We watched excitedly as parades of people-young and old, with canopies, 

drumming and music blowing from the shofar, 
and with singing and dancing, passed by us on 
their way to the nearby Wailing Wall.  And all 
along the way candies were thrown among the 
crowd.  This was just one of the many unique 
experiences we enjoyed. 
 Finally, we made our way to the Temple 
Mount and afterward we enjoyed a delicious 
lunch in the Old City before some free time to 
shop in the colorful souks (bazaars) and try our 
hand at haggling for scarves, leather goods or 
some of the numerous wares to be had. 
 Exploring the Old City is an experience 

(Continued on page 8) 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Watch Sword Points 

for announcements and details. 

http://vimeo.com/15034110
http://vimeo.com/15034110
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where you will observe a variety of communities 
within a relatively small area.  It is a place where 
Christians, Jews, and Muslims work, live and 
worship.  Add to that the many visitors from around 
the globe who come here to encounter God.  A 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land has long been enshrined 
in the traditions of the world's three major 
monotheistic religions - those who believe in one 
God.  For Christians it is an experience that can make 
every Bible reading come alive and have new 
meaning. 

(Continued from page 7) Culture Mix 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Are the Sites Real? (Part IV) 
 

I n last week’s article I gave my reasons for believing that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher is in fact the most likely location for the events immediately surrounding 

our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrection.  These are marked by the final five Stations of the 
Cross that are located at this Church. 

The first of these (number X in the traditional XIV stations), ‘Jesus is stripped of his 
garments’, is located in a raised chapel attached to the outside wall of the church, and to the 

right of the main entrance.  Although the wall blocks any direct access from 
this chapel to the following stations, there would have been no such barrier at 
the time of the events, and in the original church they were in an open 
courtyard.  The total destruction of the church by the caliph Hakim (1009) and 
its rebuilding by local Christians (1048), completed later by the Crusaders 
means that we now have an entirely different structure surrounding the area.  
Indeed the rock identified as Golgotha was partly destroyed.*  While the exact 
site must be considered speculative, this chapel is certainly logical in its 
relation to the next stations. 
     Within the basilica a steep flight of steps ascends to a triple chapel 
containing stations XI, XII, and 
XIII).  To the right as one 
ascends, and nearest station X, 

is a Roman Catholic altar marking the place 
of ‘the nailing of Jesus to the Cross’ (X), 
and to the left is the Greek altar marking the 
place where the cross was erected, and ‘the 
death of Jesus’ (XII).  Although out of 
order, the XIIIth station, ‘the deposition 
from the cross’, is at a small altar between 
these two with a small statue of Our Lady 
of Sorrows.  The Crucifixion altar is over 
the rock identified as Golgotha (with the 
highest part rising behind it) and many 
pilgims clamber under it to kiss the marker 
on the floor that marks the traditional place where the cross was erected.  Again, exact 
locations may be doubtful, but the area (and particularly the place of death) seems to be 
right.  A second, and more manageable, staircase leads back to the main floor of the church. 

Although not usually counted among the stations of the Cross there is another 
pilgrimage site here; the stone of anointing.†  This stone slab marks the place where Jesus’ 
body would have been quickly anointed and placed in a shroud for burial (see John 19).  A 

modern mosaic on the wall behind the stone depicts the 
scene, and, with the stone itself and its lamps, is the first 
thing the visitor sees on entering the church.  The stone itself 
is not authentic but was placed there during reconstruction in 
1810 and the tradition surrounding it is not attested before 
the Crusader period.‡  On the other hand, the Gospel does 
mention the event, and the location between Calvary and the 
tomb is also a logical one.  This site is also in a common 
area and the lamps and candles at the stone are maintained 
by all of the 
groups that 
share the 
church.  The 
stone slab 
itself is also 
regularly 

anointed with chrism (a scented olive oil 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

See description here. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235660038
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-church-of-holy-sepulchre/photos/calvary-latin-and-greek-c-hlp
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used for the anointings at Baptism, Ordinations, and the like, giving it a constant ‘odor of 
Sanctity’. 

 The XIVth and final station, ‘the burial of the Lord’, is of course at the tomb; one of 
the sites that Helena herself identified.  It appears to have been 
originally cut into the wall of the earlier quarry on the site, but Helena’s 
workers apparently cut away much of the surrounding rock to make the 
grave itself more prominent.  An edicule (a shrine like structure) was 
soon erected over the tomb.  These, in turn, were smashed under Hakim 
in the destruction of 1009, but the present structure is considered a 
close replica.  There are two chambers, a vestibule (in which there is a 
fragment of the stone that would have originally closed the tomb) and a 
burial chamber beyond it.  Helena did find a first century tomb and 
seems to have been guided by Christian memories that make the 
location’s authenticity likely.  As with many of the sites we have 
considered devotional ornamentation (not to mention destruction and 
rebuilding) have greatly altered the original appearance, but I see no 
good reason to question that this was the probable place of the burial 
and, a fortiori, the Resurrection – and Anastasis or Resurrection was 
Helena’s original name for the basilica. 

     We can conclude with a quick look at some post-Resurrection 
events.  A Franciscan chapel near the tomb commemorates Christ’s 
appearance to Mary Magdalene (John 20), and can be considered in 
the right area.  The later appearance to the Apostles when they went 
fishing at the sea of Galilee (John 21) is commemorated by the 
Church of Peter’s Primacy near Capernaum, whose main claim is a 
rock formation called “Mensa Christi” (Table of Christ) which makes 
a convenient place for their shared meal.  I consider this speculative 
but certainly possible.  Finally we come to the Ascension.  None of 
the New Testament accounts agree as to where it happened, but Acts 
refers to the Mount of Olives (Olivet) and that has become the 
accepted tradition.  The Church of the Ascension there is certainly a 
possible spot. 

Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 
_________________________ 
*  Since the actual stations were a 12th – 13th century development locations for many events may not even have 
been assigned until that time.  The places of the actual crucifixion and burial, however, were crucial to Helena in 
locating the original Church. 
† Some schemes actually do count this, rather than the deposition, as the XIIIth station as suggested in a previous 
article. 
‡ See this Wikipedia article. 

(Continued from page 10) Are the Sites Real? (Part IV) 

T his week the 

floor in the 

Guild Room received a 

much needed makeover. 

It was sanded and 

given several counts of 

polyurethane.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235666890
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235666979
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235667505
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulchre#Stone_of_Anointing
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†  Coming Home: Eric Metaxas 

 

J ericho Partnership once again delivers a terrific 
speaker!  Last Thursday night, May 9th, the city of 

Danbury and Jericho honored Eric Metaxas, at an event held 
at the Matrix Center.  160 guests, including several from St. 
Paul’s and many others from the greater Danbury faith 
community, celebrated a favorite son.  Watch a short 
excerpt of his talk here.  Raised in Danbury, he graduated 
from Danbury High School and was an English major at 
Yale University. 

Eric, a supporter of Jericho Partnership, is an 
international speaker, award-winning author, and cultural 
commentator.  The keynote speaker at the 2012 National 
Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C., he is the host of 
BreakPoint, a syndicated radio commentary on 1,400 outlets 
with an audience of eight million. 

While his accolades and successes today are many, there 
was a time in his early 20’s when Eric was quite lost; a time 
when he floundered and drifted and eventually moved back 
to his parent’s home in Danbury.  In the midst of this, a 
colleague began to share his faith and talk with Eric.  While 
he was working there, a member of Eric’s family had a 
serious medical issue and Eric’s friends prayed for him.  He 
was moved by their compassion as they prayed with Eric.  
And then something happened and Eric felt that God was 
there.  This led to the opening of his heart.  (The full story is 
in Christianity Today).  Eric came to serious faith while 
working at Union Carbide. 

Thursday evening, Eric shared the passion of his faith 
and his love of God. “Everybody’s journey is different; 
Jesus is the way”; and, he acknowledged that his success is 
a gift.  “God’s will is for us to know Him and align His 
purposes for us, trusting in Him because God wants us to be 
joyful and fruitful.  And, He wants our hearts.” 

While his own personal greatest role model is Jesus, 
Eric writes about historical Christian men who are role 
models and whose lives were great and worthy of 
emulation.  And he speaks of their selfless acts of courage 
and their faith. 

This truly was an inspirational evening. 
To learn more about Eric Metaxas, visit his 
website www.ericmetaxas.com.  Eric’s 
definitive biographies, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, 
Spy, and Amazing Grace: William 
Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to 
End Slavery, and his latest book, Seven 
Men and the Secret of Their Greatness 
speak eloquently to these issues.  
 The Jericho Partnership mission to 
“mobilize ministry and transform the 
city” of Danbury has been inspired 
significantly by the life of William Wilberforce 
and believe with him that “real Christianity” – 
living by and sharing the principles of our faith 
– can transform our society. 
“Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10:37 

http://youtu.be/UxITQUWwMnA
http://www.ericmetaxas.com/
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 †  Grilling Ideas: Portuguese Clambake 

Directions: 
Toss all ingredients together.  Then divide among 4 foil 

packets, leaving extra room for the 
clams to open.  Grill over medium-
high heat for 25 minutes.  Serves 2-
4. 
How to make a foil packet:  
Lay a large sheet of heavy-duty foil 
or a double layer of regular foil on a 
flat surface. (Use nonstick foil 
where noted.)  
Put the ingredients in the center of 

the foil. Bring the short ends of the foil together and 
fold twice to seal; fold in the sides to seal, leaving room 
for steam. Grill as directed. (Each recipe serves 2 to 4.) 
For others ideas on grilling with foil, see the Food Network site below. 
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes-and-cooking/50-things-to-grill-in-foil/
index.html 

Ingredients: 
2 lbs. small clams 
½ lb. small potatoes, sliced 
½ lb. linguica or Andouille 

sausage 
2-3 ears corn on the cob 
2 garlic cloves, sliced 
½ c. beer 
Olive oil 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Hail Thee, Festival Day! 
Gospel Response Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 
Offertory Come Down, O Love Divine 
Closing Hymn Praise the Spirit in Creation 

 

Hail Thee, Festival Day! 
 

By C. Michael Hawn 

P rocessional hymns have a long tradition in the church, especially during the Middle 
Ages.  Venantius Honorius Clementianus Fortunatus (c. 530-609) provides us with a 

Latin hymn for the Easter season that connects our celebration with those of Christians 1500 
years ago. 
The refrain of this great hymn, "Hail thee, festival day!" comes 
from the 20th couplet of Fortunatus' long Latin poem (110 lines!) 
celebrating the conversion of the Saxons by Felix, Bishop of 
Nantes (c. 582). 
There are several versions of this hymn, which begins with the 
Latin phrase, "Salve feste dies toto venerabilis aevo" (Hail, 
festival day, worthy to be venerated in all ages).  For example, 
the English Hymnal (1906) includes stanzas by three different 
translators: Maurice Bell for Easter Day, Percy Dearmer for 
Ascension Sunday, and Gabriel Gillett for Whit Sunday 
(Pentecost).  Thomas Cranmer translated one version for Henry 

VIII in 1544.  This was apparently the first translation into English. Many others have 
followed. 

Fortunatus, author of more than 250 poems, was born in Italy and died in France.  
Tradition has it that his sight was restored after his eyes were anointed with oil from a lamp 
from the altar of St. Martin of Tours in Ravenna.  While Fortunatus was on a pilgrimage to 
St. Martin's tomb, he was influenced by Queen Rhadegonda, a mystic, to travel to Poiters 
not far from a convent she had founded.  It was there that he later became bishop. 

What makes this hymn work is the masterful music by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-
1958).  Vaughan Williams, one of England's best known 20th-century composers.  This is a 
favorite hymn in the Anglican tradition. 

http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes-and-cooking/50-things-to-grill-in-foil/index.html
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes-and-cooking/50-things-to-grill-in-foil/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQwciRZLTVw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOZMzkzCs0E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HPKL1wOVXk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yx_pSeU5dIc
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†  Photo Day Is Sunday! 
 

T his Sunday after both services in 

the parish hall, we will take your 

photo for our online parish directory.  

Please make things easy for our camera 

crew by coming into the parish hall with 

your personal information on a special 

information card that will be on the back 

table that day. 

† Memorial Day Outreach 

T his Sunday after each service there will be donation sign ups in the Parish 

Hall for this year’s Memorial Day Outreach!  Join us at 1:00 pm on May 27th.  

This is a perfect way for Saint Paul’s to share the love of Jesus with the community in 

a casual and fun way.  Please sign up to donate Hot Dogs, Cookies or Lemonade.  

Contact Preston Powell for more information.  Thanks! 

†  Generosity: A Gift of the Spirit 

By Angela Emerson 
 

“T he fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23 (NRSV).  I have 

been pondering this verse recently for two reasons.  First, because the attributes that Paul 
names here are not several “fruits of the Spirit” but one “fruit of the Spirit.”  Once again, 
God’s call to wholeness of being is put before us.  None of these attributes are optional they 

are interrelated and interdependent gifts.  More 
importantly, they do not come to us naturally; they 
come to us from the very Spirit of God working in us. 
 The second reason I have been pondering these 
verses is because only in the NRSV is the Greek 
translated as “generosity.”  In other translations the 
Greek is translated as “goodness.”  So is there a 
relationship between “goodness” and “generosity”?  
Can one be “good” or demonstrate “goodness” and 
NOT be generous?  And vice versa, can one be 
generous and not be “good”?  Generosity is certainly a 
concrete manifestation of the Spirit at work in us.  It is 
an outward sign or practice of the essential “goodness” 
that God created within us.  Perhaps we would all do 
well to reflect on our practice of generosity so that we 

may grow in the fullness of God’s “goodness” within us. 
The Rev. E. Angela Emerson, Minister of Stewardship Development, 

Episcopal Diocese of Vermont. 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha this past winter, this is your chance! 
 

S tarting May 19th, there will be an Introduction to Alpha during the Rector’s 
Forum.  The Alpha Express Course will then begin June 9th- September 8th 

during the Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for as many 
sessions as you can make.  Questions?  See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=4
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

New Life in the Spirit 

 

 Acts 2:1-21 

T his lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and empowering them 
to share the message of the gospel with people of different languages.  Clearly this 

was a most dramatic moment in the life of the early church, an experience 
described in terms of wind and fire.  From this time forward the mighty 
works of God done in Jesus will be told to all the peoples of the earth, 
crossing barriers of language and culture. 

 Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
This psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by 

the Lord’s Spirit. 
 Romans 8:14-17 
In this lesson we hear that when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we 

become God’s children and heirs with Christ.  The Spirit makes this 
experience possible by prompting our lips to call upon God as Father with 
the same Aramaic word (Abba) that Jesus used.  This new relationship means 
that we are no longer required to be led by baser instincts.  Our heritage is 
life, while we must also learn to share Christ’s sufferings. 

 John 14:8-27 
In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples that in him the Father has been revealed, and he 

promises the gift of another Counselor, the Spirit of truth, to be with them.  The Lord is 
speaking with his followers on the night before his death.  Soon he will be taken away from 
them, but all that they ask the Father will now grant in Jesus’ name.  As they continue to 
love Jesus and keep his commands, the Advocate, the indwelling Spirit, will lead them into 
further truth and give them a profound peace beyond what the world can offer. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Photo Contest for June Sword of the Spirit 

C alling all photographers!  We are looking for a cover photo for our 

next monthly Sword.  The June Sword will have a theme of summer 

and Pentecost.  Be creative.  The deadline is April 22nd.  Send your 

pictures to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

John 14:10 
 

"The words that I say 

to you I do not speak on 

my own; but the Father 

who dwells in me does 

his works.” 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#GOSPEL2
mailto:st.paulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=January%20Cover%20Photo
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign has begun. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care of 

the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, 

Hopeline offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 

pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-abortion 

counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline 

through its annual “Change for 

Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  

There are baby bottles at the back of 

the church and in the Parish Hall that 

we ask you to please fill with your 

loose change and bills and return them 

on June 16th, Father’s Day. 

 For more information, contact: Rory 

Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or Debbie Werneburg.. 

Last year St. Paul’s collected $1,560! 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 16th 
 

The Martyrs of the Sudan 
 

“T he blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church,” the third-century North 
African teacher, Tertullian, once wrote.  And in no place is that observation 

more apt than in Sudan, Africa’s largest country, and a land long torn by violence. 
British policy in the late nineteenth century was to arbitrarily divide the vast country 
between a Muslim North and a multiethnic South, limiting Christian missionary 
activity largely to the latter, an artificial division that has created enduring problems. 
Since independence, on January 1, 1956, three civilian governments and three 
military dictatorships have ruled a country that has experienced forty-one years of 

civil war.  During the 1980s Sudan’s internal armed conflict assumed an increasingly 
religious character, fueled by a northern-dominated Islamic government imposing 
authoritarian political control, Islam as the state religion, a penal code based on Sharia law, 
and restrictions on free speech and free assembly. 

On May 16, 1983, a small number of Episcopal and Roman Catholic clerical and lay 
leaders declared they “would not abandon God as they knew him.”  Possibly over two 
million persons, most of them Christians, were then killed in a two-decade civil war, until a 
Comprehensive Peace Treaty was signed in January 2005.  During those years, four million 
southern Christians may have been internally displaced, and another million forced into 
exile in Africa and elsewhere.  Yet despite the total destruction of churches, schools, and 
other institutions, Sudanese Christianity, which includes four million members of the 
Episcopal Church of the Sudan, has both solidified 
as a faith community, and gradually expanded at 
home and among refugees, providing steadfast 
hope in often-desperate setting. 

This hymn, written by Sudanese children in 
exile in Ethiopia, reflects both the tragedy and 
depth of faith of Sudan’s Christians: 

 

Look upon us, O Creator who has made us. 
God of all peoples, we are yearning for our 

land. 
Hear the prayer of our souls in the wilderness. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller,  and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Andrew’s, New Haven; St. James’, New Haven; St. John’s, New Haven; 
St. Luke’s, New Haven. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of North Ankole, Uganda. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Church Missions Publishing Company; missionaries; online 
communication and evangelism. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the protection of Christian house churches in Iran that meet secretly for worship and 
study. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent building collapse in Bangladesh and 
those killed by car bomb attacks in Reyhanli, Turkey. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Iraq, Syria and the Congo. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Rita Van Item’s eye surgery. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 

Job 19:25  "I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end 
He will stand upon the earth." 

The trouble with nearly everybody who 

prays is that he says ‘Amen’ and runs 

away from God before God has a 

chance to answer.  Listening to God is 

far more important than giving him your 

ideas.~ Frank Laubach (1884-1970) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=506480979418376&set=vb.154798851253259&type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=506480979418376&set=vb.154798851253259&type=2&theater
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Vespers 
Sundays 6:00 pm 

“Refreshing!     Renewing!     Soaking in God’s presence!” 

†  You Are the Arrows of God 
 

C hristian men nowadays, while they should be attached to the church to which they 
belong, and the more intense that attachment the better for a thousand reasons, yet 

they should not regard the church as being a peaceful dormitory where they are all to sleep, 
but a common barracks where they are all 
to be trained, and out of which they are to 
issue and carry on the sacred crusade for 
Christ.  We are not to be frozen together 
with the compactness of a mass of ice, 
through mere agreement of creed, but 
welded together like bars of iron by the 
fire of a common purpose and a common 
zeal.  If we are what we should be, we 
shall be continually breaking forth on the 
right hand and on the left; each man, each 
woman, according to the calling that God 
has given to us, we shall be seeking to 
extend the Redeemer’s kingdom in all 
directions. 
 My dear brethren, ye are arrows in the 
quiver, how gladly would I see you shot 
forth upon the enemy from the bow of the 
Lord.  Many of you are as battleaxes and 

weapons of war hanging on the wall.  O that you may be taken down and used of the Lord in 
his glorious fight.  Lo, on the walls of Zion hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty 
men; but the great need of the age is that these weapons be removed from their resting and 
rusting, and carried into the thick of the fray.  May the Lord send you forth, O ye who have 
been saved under my ministry!  May he hurl you forth with power divine, like a mighty hail 
against his adversaries.  May each man among you be eager to contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints and to save souls from going down into the pit.  Here, then, 
is your permanent vocation, try to realize it. 
 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "Sheep Among Wolves," delivered 
August 19, 1877. Image by Luis Argerich on Flickr under Creative Commons License.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lrargerich/8241233191/in/photostream/
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 
Drew Crocker, 

Lynne 
Donnelly, 
Heather 

Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 

Szen, Pam 
Szen, Marie 

Williams & Don 
Winkley. 

Why Was There a Ferris Wheel on the Temple Mount in 1904? 

B ecause this picture is not taken in Jerusalem, but at the St. Louis, Missouri World's 

Fair in the United States. 

The Fair was dedicated to the centennial of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 (but was 

delayed until 1904). 

 The World's Fair attracted pavilions from all over 

the world and almost 20 million visitors.  But, as 

explained in Wikipedia, "the grand, neo-Classical 

exhibition palaces were temporary structures, designed 

to last but a year or two.  They were built with a 

material called 'staff',' a mixture of plaster of Paris and 

hemp fibers, on a wood frame." 

 Author Shalom Goldman writes in his book, "God's 

Sacred Tongue: Hebrew & the American Imagination, 

"At the 1904 World's Fair, the Louisiana Purchase 

Exposition in St. Louis, there was a massive model of 

Jerusalem's Old City.  It sprawled over 10 acres of the 

fairgrounds and included grand models of the Dome of 

the Rock and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  As 

Israeli scholar Rechav Rubin remarked: 'the most 

astonishing fact about the enterprise is that several 

hundred people, Moslems, Jews, and Christians, were 

brought from Jerusalem to St. Louis.  There they lived 

and worked within the model, dressed in their colorful 

costumes... and had to entertain and guide the visitors 

through its streets and sites.'" 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase_Exposition

