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Staying On MessageStaying On Message  

Our Cover 
 

One of our 
stained glass 
windows is 
titled, “The 

Gospel 
Triumph.”  It 

features a cross 
of triumph that is 

pictured as a 
globe with the 
cross on top, 

symbolic of the 
triumph of our 
Savior over the 
sin of the world, 

and world 
conquest of His 
Gospel through 
the means of a 

grace. 

 
Dear Messengers of the Good News, 
 

O n the day of Pentecost, the Church, in all of its diversity of nationalities and languages, 
became one through the power of the Holy Spirit.  This was the fruit of Jesus’ prayer for 

his initial followers, and for those who would follow them.  And their message would be vital to 
ongoing unity. 

 
St. Paul’s is a “Pentecost parish,” in that we are made one in Christ by the same Spirit, even as 

we have members from the United Sates, Antigua, Brazil, Canada, China, Egypt, England, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Portugal, Puerto Rico, South Africa and Turkey.  Our unity overwhelmingly marks us, 
even as we may celebrate our cultural differences, because we are centered on Jesus and his love.  
This is how we stay on message.  

 
Last March, more than two thousand people from around the world gathered in Canterbury 

Cathedral for the enthronement of our new Archbishop, Justin Welby (who was brought 
to faith years before by the Alpha Course, a regular offering at St. Paul’s, I might add).  
It was a celebration marked by traditional elements of Anglican worship blended with 
contemporary music, vibrant Ghanaian dancing and African drums, a Punjabi hymn and 
a blessing spoken in French.  One of the more powerful moments was when a seventeen 
year-old member of the Cathedral, Evangeline Kanagasooriam (her family is from the 
Anglican Church in Ceylon/Sri Lanka), greeted the new Archbishop as he entered the 
cathedral: 
 
Evangeline: Why have you been sent to us? 
The Archbishop: I am sent as 
Archbishop to serve you, to proclaim 
the love of Christ and with you to 
worship and love him with heart and 
soul, mind and strength. 
 
Evangeline: How do you come among 

us and with what confidence? 
The Archbishop: I come knowing nothing 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified, and in 
weakness and fear and in much trembling. 

 
Evangeline means “bearer of Good News,” 

and the Archbishop was right on message as he brought Christ-centered unity to this exchange, 
bringing honor to this young woman’s very name.  St. Paul’s in Brookfield is a microcosm of 
what occurred in that sacred moment at Canterbury Cathedral, as in the midst of our cultural 
diversity, we are on message and find our unity in the One who centers our mission statement: 
“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ.” 

 
Our Anglican Communion has renewed hope.  Our parish church has a bold future.  Our 

transformed lives are a vibrant witness.  In this 
Pentecost season, proclaim Christ, stay on 
message and may we be forever one in His love as 
we disciples make more disciples. 

 
Your Brother in Christ, 

 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you” 

(John 17:20-21). 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Feeling Blue? 

 

I n SEVEN short weeks our youth mission team 

heads to the Eastern Shore for our week of 

serving.  But, the work in the town of Onancock has 

already begun.  YouthWorks! is on site already 

getting ready for the first team of youth groups to 

arrive on June 16th.  From that day until August 2nd 

there will be mission work being done in the 

community.  We want to support our fellow workers 

this summer by lifting them up in prayer while they 

are on site. 

How can you help and get involved with this trip?  

We’d love for you to pick up one of our mission 

bracelets during the Memorial Day outreach this week 

and wear it for the seven weeks of missions this 

summer.  It will be a gentle reminder to pray for the 

youth that are serving, and for the hearts of those 

being served.  We are asking for a $1 donation for the 

bracelet, the money raised will be brought to 

Onancock during the trip and used to bless the 

community we serve.  We may have the chance to help 

fill a food pantry, stock a school with supplies, or help a 

library get some new books – whatever they need while we’re there! 

Jack says, “I’ll take five.” 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

M ichael DeAnzeris & Richard Schappach 

celebrate tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day 

for Sarah Sullinger.  Barbara Mullen 

will be expecting your card on Monday.  John 

Stauffer will be opening presents on Tuesday.  

Nicolette Kirner & Thomas Franklin will be blowing out 

candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 30 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, May 31 - The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sat, Jun 1 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 2 - Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:20 am - Youth Missions Parent Meeting, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  4:30 pm - Youth Group 

  6:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, Jun 3 - 4:30 pm - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Jun 4 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Jun 5 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

Thu, Jun 6 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Upper Classroom 

  7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jun 8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 9 - Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  12:30 pm - Special Parish Meeting re: Parish Hall Renovations 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 31st 
 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

T his Feast commemorates the visit of the Blessed Virgin to her 
cousin Elizabeth, recorded in the Gospel according to Luke (1:39–

56). Elizabeth, who was then carrying John the Baptist, greeted Mary with 
the words, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.” Mary broke into the song of praise and thanksgiving which we 
call the Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.” 

In this scene, the unborn John the Baptist, the prophet who was to 
prepare the way of the Lord, rejoices in the presence of him whose coming 
he is later to herald publicly to all Israel, for the Gospel records that when 
Mary’s greeting came to her kinswoman’s ears, the babe in Elizabeth’s 
womb leaped for joy. 
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Student Spotlight 

E ach week, we are highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 

mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on:  Griffin Barbieri 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 

Ice Cream Flavor:  Mint Chocolate Chip 

Youth Group Game:  Gage 

School Subject:  Math/Science 

Sport:   Wrestling 

Place to Visit:   New Jersey 
 

M y name is Griffin Barbieri, I am 16 years old, and I attend 
Brookfield High School.  In my free time I enjoy hanging 

out with friends, playing on the computer, and sleeping.  My main 
sport is wrestling.  I do this from November until March.  It’s 6 
days a week, Monday-Saturday, and it is a huge commitment.  Not 
only am I on varsity but I am the captain in my junior year and I 

plan on being captain next year. 
Since I moved to Brookfield from New York I have been a proud member of St. Paul’s.  

My family and I try our best to attend Church every Sunday except for those few occasions 
we cannot.  I help out on Sundays with the nursery, and I am involved with the Youth 
Group. 

Personally I am really looking 
forward to meeting new people who 
are just like me giving their time to 
help someone’s life become better.  
I am hoping to learn that not 
everyone has what they want or 
need and some people need the help 
of kids like us to move them 
forward in life. 

St. Paul’s OWN 

Jun 2nd  -  Youth Group 4:30-7 pm 

June 15th  -  Mission Trip Prep Day 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

Our dinner menu each night will vary - from tacos to 

pasta, and pizza to jambalya - who knows what 

we’ll be eating until we get there!  After dinner we 

head out for a group wide evening activity.  This 

changes each night - one night we get to go crabbing, one night it’s swimming and ice 

cream, one night it’s a BBQ with community members!  Once the activity is over we’re 

back at the church for Club.  Club is a time where we come together to worship and hear a 

message about why we’re on the trip.  This is followed up by some time just for St. Paul’s, 

and then it’s off to bed by 11pm. 

 

Mission Central - 7 Weeks Out 
Daily Schedule - Evening 

Attention Parents:  The parents meeting for the summer mission trip is this Sunday, June 2nd, at 9:20am in the Guild 

Room.  Please bring all medical and release forms completed to the meeting.  Thanks! 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Israel!  Beyond Belief!   

 

†  The Prophet Elijah Stands Up for God   
 

O n our recent trip to Israel we visited Mount Carmel.  It was at 
Mount Carmel, the location of this Sunday's Old Testament 

reading, where Elijah stood up boldly for God in a time when idolatry 
had swept his land.  He opposed Baal, the favorite deity of Jezebel, 
wife of King Ahab of Israel.  To please Jezebel, Ahab had altars 
erected to Baal, and the queen murdered God's prophets. 

Confident of the power of God, Elijah challenged the 450 prophets 
of Baal and the 400 prophets of the false god Asherah to a showdown 
on Mount Carmel.  The idolaters sacrificed a bull and cried out to 
Baal from morning until nightfall, even slashing their skin until blood 
flowed, but nothing happened.  Elijah called on the Lord, and God's 

fire fell from heaven, consuming his offering, the wood, the altar, the water, and even the 
dust around it. 

The people fell on their faces, shouting, "The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God." (1 
Kings 18:39).  Under God's guidance, Elijah struck a heavy blow again the evil of false 
gods.  He was an instrument for miracles against Israel's idolaters.  Elijah had incredible 
faith in God and loyally carried out the Lord's instructions, striking boldly in the face of 
enormous opposition. 

The statue of Elijah at the Carmelite monastery at the top of Mount Carmel overlooks 
the area where crowds of Israelites watched to see whose God would win the battle, and 
reflects the Lord's victory over the prophets of Baal. 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more 

info and details. 

http://goo.gl/ISfBo
http://goo.gl/ISfBo
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Vision for the Future 

 

H opefully by now you’ve had a 
chance to look at the architects 

renderings for 
our Parish 
Hall 
renovations.  
Hopefully you 
have a better 
understanding 
of what we are trying to accomplish with our building 
improvements.  Hopefully you have questions. 

That’s why we are having a Special Parish Meeting on Sunday 
June 9th after the second service to answer questions and address 
your concerns.  Members of the building committee, vestry and 
the architects will be available. 

Be sure to attend the meeting and be part of the conversation. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Some Common Symbols 
 

A t our Wednesday Bible Study a discussion broke out about some of our Church 
symbols, and it seemed appropriate to offer some explanations here. 

We can start with the common monogram for the name of Jesus.  This one started the 
discussion and is a bit confusing because we are used to seeing it in Roman letter forms, but 
it is made up of Greek letters.  ‘IHS’, also seen as ‘IHC’, represents the 
Greek letters for the JES of Jesus.  ‘I’ also represented ‘J’ in both Greek and 
early Roman alphabets, the Greek ‘H’ (eta or long e) was simply adopted 
into the Roman alphabet for our ‘H’, and the Greek Σ (sigma) might also be 
written ‘C’ or represented by the Roman ‘S’.*  There is no one form for this 
abbreviation: the letters can be upper or lower case, separated or intertwined, 
and use simple or elaborate fonts.  One common variant is to surround it by a 
sunburst, and the design might also incorporate a cross or other symbol. 

  There is a similar common monogram for Christ, ‘X’ (Greek chi) and ‘P’ (Greek 
rho), the first two letters of that name.  Here the two letters are nearly always 
superimposed and may be enclosed in a wreath.†  The most common variant is to 

represent the ‘X’ by a single horizontal bar crossing the ‘P’ ( ).  It can be combined 
with other symbols and various design elements can appear, but it uniformly uses 
standard upper-case letter forms. 

The most common abbreviation for the two names together uses the initial 
and terminal letters of each name and again usually uses the standard letter  
forms: “IC XC”.  It often appears with the Greek word, “NIKA” (Victor), and 
placed around a cross.  In Orthodox practice when the priest gives a blessing he 
composes his fingers to display these letters: the index finger is straight (I), the 
middle finger bent (C), the thumb crossed over the next finger (X), and the little finger again 
bent (C). 

 Another letter symbol, again from the Greek, is ‘A’ (alpha) and Ω (omega or long 
o),‡ the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  In Revelation Christ uses them to 
describe himself as “the Beginning and the End.  When shown alone the letters are 
often superimposed, but they are often also combined with other symbols, for 
example flanking a cross or the ChiRho, or used as a title with an image of Christ. 
The initial letters of the title which Pilate had mounted on Jesus’ 

cross are often shown on a crucifix, and sometimes appear alone.  In Latin 
they are “INRI”, in GREEK “INBI”, and in Hebrew (less often seen), “ ינמי 
.”§  

A final, though more subtle alphabetical symbol is the fish.  The Greek 
word for fish is IXΘΥΣ (Ichthus) which is an acrostic for “Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, Savior.”  The word is sometimes included within the outline of a fish, but very 

often the fish appears alone, sometimes as a full drawing but 
frequently as a simple outline.  A quickly drawn fish would have little 
meaning to outsiders, but could be a convenient sign to other 
Christians, especially during a time of persecution.  A carved stone in 

Ephesus has the word written on it, and then a fish sketch and a wheel with eight spokes.  
Since all the letters can be formed using selected spokes 
and arcs from the wheel this suggests that it became a 
more abstract version of the same symbol. 

Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 

_________________________ 

* Several Greek letters resemble their Roman equivalents; others 
have the same appearance as Roman letters but quite different 
sounds:  these are H (Greek eta long e), P (Greek rho or r), X 

(Greek chi or hard ch), Y (Greek upsilon or u), and often C in place of Σ (Greek sigma or s) – this is 
the most common form in Christian inscriptions.  

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=235667505
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

 

† This was the form Constantine adopted as a military insignia after the dream in which he saw this 
sign and heard the words, “in hoc signo vinces,” (in this sign thou shalt conquer). 
‡ An alternate form, which survives in Modern Greek lower-case, is ‘ω’ and both were used 
interchangeably in earlier inscriptions. 
§  The phrases all translate to ‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.’  (John 19:19). 
 There is a discussion and a photo of the stone here.  (Other forms of the wheel are found there also.) 

(Continued from page 10) Some Common Symbols 

†  Apostolic Preaching and Teaching: 
A Three-Part Pentecost Series 

 

Teaching 
 

A postolic preaching (Peter’s sermon on Pentecost being the gold 
standard) was not just kerygma, the proclamation, as I addressed 

last week.  It was also didache.  Didache is the Greek word for “teaching.”  
And didache, from 
which we get didactic, 
refers to reasoning 
within doctrine so that 
sound Christian 
preaching was a 
combination of kerygma 
and didache. 

In the Bible, we see 
that proclamation and 
teaching always went 
together in the apostolic 
witness of Scripture.  One of my favorite examples is from Acts 17:1-4: 

When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.  
As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days 
he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the 
Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead.  “This Jesus I am proclaiming 
to you is the Messiah,” he said.  Some of the Jews were persuaded and 
joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and 
quite a few prominent women. 

Notice how the people were persuaded.  And the very fact that that term 
is used indicates that they were going through a logical process, that there 
was doctrine involved, that there was a body of truth. In The Preacher’s 
Portrait, Anglican preacher, John Stott, holds that a preacher should never 
makes an appeal (kerygma) without content based on sound teaching 
(didache) (p. 56). 

May our preaching and teaching at St. Paul’s continue to boldly and 
sensitively combine these two essential components of Christian witness. 

- Fr. Joe 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=236886087
http://www.plymouth-church.com/ichthus.html
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†  Father’s Day Memorials 

F ather’s Day is June 16.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving meory 
of a father, please make your check payable to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or 

names of those to be remembered on the memo line.  All memorials are due by June 9th.  
Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All 
fathers worshipping with us on Father’s Day will receive a boutonniere. 

Memorial Day Outreach A  special heartfelt 

thanks to all the 

volunteers and donors 

who helped make this 

year’s Memorial Day 

Outreach the huge 

success it was. 

Thank You! 
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 †  Mejadra 

Directions: 
Place lentils in small sauce pan, cover 
with water, bring to boil and cook for 12
-15 minutes, until lentils have softened 
but still have bite.  Drain and set aside. 
Please onions and thinly slice.  Place on 
a large flat plate, sprinkle with the flour 
and 1 tsp. salt.  Mix well with your 
hands.  Heat the sunflower oil in 
saucepan over high heat.  When the oil 
is very hot, reduce the heat to medium high and add 1/3 of 
the onions and fry for 5-7 minutes, stirring occasionally.  
Onion should be golden and crispy.  Transfer cooked 
onion to a colander lined with paper towel to drain and 

sprinkle with salt.  Continue with the next 2 batches of onions, adding oil if needed. 
Wipe the pan clean and add cumin and coriander seeds.  Place over medium heat 

and toast the seeds for a minute or two.  Add the rice olive oil, turmeric, allspice, 
cinnamon, sugar, ½ tsp. salt and a generous amount of black pepper.  Stir to coat the 
rice with the oil and then add the cooked lentils and the water.  Bring to a boil, cover 
with a lid and simmer over very low heat for 15 minutes. 

Remove from the heat, lift off the lid and quickly cover the pan with a clean tea 
towel.  Seal tightly with the lid and set aside for 10 minutes. 

Add half the fried onion to the rice and lentils, stirring gently.  When serving, top 
the dish with the remaining fried onion. 

Note: This is a popular ancient dish and comfort food still in the Middle East.  
Taken from “Jerusalem: A Cookbook” recently named the best international 
cookbook of the year by the International Association of Culinary Professionals. 

Note:  A wok can be used to cook the onions. 

Ingredients: 
1 ¼ c. green or brown lentils 
4 medium onions (1 ½ lb) 
3 T. flour 
1 c. sunflower oil 
2 tsp. cumin seeds 
1 ½ T. coriander seeds 
1 c. basmati rice 
2 T. olive oil 
½ tsp. turmeric 
1 ½ t. allspice 
1 ½ tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. sugar 
1 ½ c. water 
Salt and freshly ground pepper 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling  
Gospel Response Come, Risen Lord and Deign to Be Our Guest  
Offertory I Am the Bread of Life  
Closing Hymn Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing  

 

Girl's Comment Saved 'I Am the Bread of Life' Song from Trash Bin 
 

I t was 1966 and Mercy Sr. Suzanne Toolan had been asked to write a 
song for an event in the San Francisco archdiocese.  With the 

deadline looming, she worked on a song in an unoccupied room next to 
the infirmary in the Catholic girls’ high school where she taught. 

“I worked on it, and I tore it up.  I thought, ‘This will not do,’”  Toolan 
said. “And this little girl came out of the infirmary and said, ‘What was 
that?  That was beautiful!’  I went right back and Scotch-taped it up.” 

That schoolgirl saved “I Am the Bread of Life,” one of the most 
popular hymns of the Second Vatican Council era. 

Toolan credits “a very gifted Sulpician” named Fr. John Olivier at a 
seminary near her convent in Burlingame, Calif., with helping get the word out about her 
songs. 

“He would come to our convent on Saturdays, so we’d have a decent homily every 
week,” she said. “He began to hear some of my things and he took it back to the seminary. 
And that’s how I think most of my things got out.” 

(Continued on page 14) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVbfq-u3dcY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1rull2I_Xo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHGEzq4qz-8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2nXBwbc2_w
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†  Tornado Response Fund Provides Relief in Oklanhoma 
By Sarah Johnson 

  

O n May 20, a 1.3-mile-wide EF-5 tornado tore through the 
town of Moore, Oklahoma - a suburb south of Oklahoma City 

- killing 24 people, including ten children.  At least 277 people were 
injured.  Current estimates put the amount of storm damage in the 
range of $1.5 billion to $2 billion. 

In an interview with Episcopal News Service published on May 
22, the Rev. Canon José A. McLoughlin, Canon to the Ordinary for 
the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, stated that the diocese is “still 
very much in assessment and short-term recovery response mode.”  
Diocesan staff are cataloging needs and offers of help in order to 
organize recovery work beyond the immediate phase. 

Episcopal Relief & Development has been in further contact with 
McLoughlin, who reports: “It is clear that we will need some funding 
to provide assistance for food, groceries, clothing, etc., in addition to temporary housing.  

With each passing hour, more and more need is becoming evident.” 
Emergency funding from Episcopal Relief & Development assists 
dioceses and congregations in reaching out to the most vulnerable 
members of their communities, supplying food, clothing, temporary 
housing, pastoral care, case management and support for unmet long-
term needs.  Necessary repairs to church buildings and related 
properties are supported by local church-based fundraising efforts. 
To find out more about how you can help, please visit the Episcopal 
Relief & Development website, http://www.episcopalrelief.org.  Or 
visit the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma’s website at http://
www.episcopaloklahoma.org 
to learn more about their 
ongoing tornado relief efforts. 

A Prayer from the 
Presiding Bishop 

On May 21, the Presiding 
Bishop and Primate of the 
Episcopal Church, the Most 
Rev. Katharine Jefferts 

Schori, offered this prayer for Oklahoma: 
“The prayers of Episcopalians are with the 

people of Oklahoma in the midst of this tragic event. 
May the spirit of God hover over the broken, lost, 
and grieving, and may they meet the love of God in 
their neighbors’ responses.” 

A man walks through the debris where his  
house stood in Moore, Okla., on May 21. 

Photo by Mark Hybers via Wikimedia.  

Oklahoma Army National Guard conducting search 
and rescue operations in Moore, Okla., on May 21. 

Photo by Mark Hybers via Wikimedia.  

“I Am the Bread of Life” is in many Catholic hymnals, as well as in the official 
hymnbooks of the Episcopal, Lutheran and Methodist churches. “People keep giving me 
copies of it when they go to Europe or Asia, even,” Toolan said. “It’s in different languages. 
It’s thrilling.” 

Toolan is aware that some don’t care for the song, but she takes criticism in stride.  She 
has wondered about its popularity.  “It’s a hymn that really shouldn’t work for the 
congregation.  It’s too low.  It’s too high.  I often ask myself: Why does it work so well, 
then?  I think it’s the scripture.  The scripture is so strong.” 

Toolan, who was born in 1927, recently published a memoir, titled I Am the Bread of 
Life, cowritten with Elizabeth Dossa, communications officer for the Mercy Sisters. 

Her call to religious life came in first grade, she said. “We had this kind of strange but 
wonderful nun who used to play the organ.  I thought, ‘Gee, I want to be a nun and I want to 
be an organist.’” 

(Continued from page 13) Hymn Story: “I Am the Bread of Life” 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org
http://www.episcopaloklahoma.org
http://www.episcopaloklahoma.org
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

“Young Man, Rise!” 
 

 1 Kings 18:20-39 

I n this story from the Hebrew scriptures the prophet Elijah prevails over the prophets 
of Baal when the fire of the Lord consumes his offering with the entire altar and water 

around it.  King Ahab summons four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal to contest with 
Elijah.  Despite all their efforts, the prophets receive no answer from Baal.  But when Elijah 
calls upon the name of the Lord, fire comes down and the people acknowledge that the Lord 
is God indeed. 

 Psalm 96 
A song to the Lord, the Creator and Ruler of all, in which the world is invited to join in. 
 Galatians 1:1-12 
In this lesson Paul opens his letter to the Galatians with a greeting, but quickly tells them 

of his astonishment over what he has heard regarding their 
recent attitudes.  Later in the letter we learn that others have 
come to Galatia urging a version of the gospel which depends 
on certain observances of the Jewish law.  Paul has great 
respect for the law, but believes it to be a perversion of God’s 
gift in Christ to make faith dependent on any part of the law.  
Those who teach in this way may claim the appointment of 
leaders in the church, but Paul’s commission is directly from 
Jesus and God the Father. 

 Luke 7:1-10 
Our gospel is the story of the healing of the centurion’s 

servant.  This narrative was important to early Christians for several reasons.  As an 
illustration of Jesus’ healing of a non-Jew, it was warrant for the mission to the Gentiles.  
This story is also an example of great faith, and shows how Jesus’ word can heal even when 
he is not physically present. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

D id you miss last week’s services.  Fr. Bill 
Loring preached at the 8 am service and 

Patrick O’Connors gave his testimony at the 10:30 
service.  To replay all our sermons, follow this link 
for The Sunday Sermons. 

 

Luke 11.28: 

But he said, ‘Blessed 

rather are those who 

hear the word of God 

and obey it!’ 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp4_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp4_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Join us for a Rip-Roaring Good Ole Time at the SonWest 
Theme Brookfield Vacation Bible School! 

 

WANTED: Volunteers for VBS Camp 2013. We are still in need of teachers for the 
classrooms along with a few helpers/ directors assistants whom will be in training to take over 
VBS camp for 2014. 

All school-aged children (entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade) are invited to be part 
of the excitement as Brookfield’s only Ecumenical Vacation Bible School gears up for another 
year!  Each year, representatives from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church and the Congregational Church of Brookfield work together to present God’s word to local 
children.  Welcome St. Paul’s Church too this year! The theme this year is Gospel Light’s 
SonWest. 

Son West  will have children  “Saddle up” to learn of Jesus’ love through Bible stories, arts and 
crafts, and uplifting music and games, we are sure that our adventurers will take away lessons of 
love and memories of laughter that last long after VBS is over. 

Come experience the adventure at Congregational Church from July8th- July 12th.  
Registration forms are available at the Parish office, or email lisamsweeting@hotmail.com to have 
a form emailed to you.  Cost is $20 per rider with a maximum $45 per family.  Classroom 
experiences are for those children entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade, and a CIT 
program (including service hours) for those entering grades 7 and 8.  Assistant teaching 
opportunities are available for those in high school and we are always looking for adult volunteers 
in other areas. 

Questions?  Contact: Lisa Sweeting lisamsweeting@hotmail.com for more information. 
Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook at Brookfield Ecumenical Vacation Bible School for 

updates and reminders on our program!!   

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 30th 
 

Jeanne d’Arc (Joan of Arc) 
Mystic & Soldier, 1431 

 

J eanne d’Arc, or Joan of Arc, was born the daughter of peasant stock in France in 
1412.  Called the “Maid of Orleans,” she was a religious child, and at a young age she 

began to experience spiritual visions, which she described as 
voices emerging from a powerful flash of light.  She believed 
that Saint Michael and Saint Catherine, among other saints, 
called her to save France from the civil war between the Houses 
of Orleans and Burgundy.  At first, her visions were looked 
upon skeptically, but she eventually convinced King Charles 
VII, the not yet consecrated King of France, of the genuineness 
of her visions. 

In consultation with several of his theologians, Charles 
decided to allow Joan to lead an expedition to Orleans.  
According to legend, she wore a suit of white armor and carried 
a banner bearing the symbol of the Trinity and the words “Jesus, 
Maria.”  Charles’ troops were inspired and won the battle for 
their city.  She convinced Charles to proceed to Reims for his 
coronation and she stood at his side throughout the ceremony. 

Joan was eventually taken prisoner by Burgundian troops and 
sold to the English.  In 1431, she returned to France, appeared 
before the Bishop of Beauvais, and was tried at Rouen on 

charges of witchcraft and heresy.  Her visions were declared “false and diabolical” and she 
was forced to recant.  Later that year, however, she was tried and condemned as a relapsed 
heretic and burnt to death and Rouen.  In 1456, following an appeal of her trial, Pope 
Callistus III declared her to have been falsely accused.  She was Canonized by Pope 
Benedict XV in 1920. 

Although her efforts were unsuccessful in ending civil war in France, she inspired later 
generations with her faith, her heroism, and her commitment to God and to her King.  She is 
today one of the patron saints of France. 

file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller,  and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. John’s, New Milford; Grace Church, Newington; Trinity, Newtown; St. 
John’s, Niantic. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Northern Izon, Nigeria. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Students of all ages who are graduating this spring. 
…..Debbi. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the outreach work of three Christian bookstores located in Amman, Jordan. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent tornados in Texas and Oklahoma. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in the war in North-West Pakistan. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Rita Van Item’s eye surgery. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Job 19:25  "I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end 

He will stand upon the earth." 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign has begun. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women by an 

Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-abortion counseling to women of any 

age. 

St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through 

its annual “Change for Change” 

Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are 

baby bottles at the back of the church 

and in the Parish Hall that we ask 

you to please fill with your loose 

change and bills and return them on 

June 16th, Father’s Day. 

 For more information, contact: 

Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or 

Debbie Werneburg.. 

You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late. 
 - Ralph Waldo Emerson  
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“They all ate and were satisfied. And when the leftover fragments 

were picked up, they filled twelve wicker baskets.”  (Luke 9:17) 
 

T he story of the Loaves and Fishes shows us that when we 

share what we have - even if it doesn’t seem like that much - 

miracles can happen!  Do not think that your gift is too small or 

insignificant!  God blesses all the gifts we offer and makes them 

wondrous. 

Sacristans for June are Lois Hunt, Patricia Jennings, and Gail Winkley. 
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha this past winter, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course begins June 9th- September 8th during the Rectors 
Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday. All are welcome for as many sessions as 

you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

†  Where We 
Went to Church 

Last Sunday 
 

T his picture was sent 
by Tara & Joe, taken 

outside the Basicica di 
Santa Maria del Fiore, the 
main church of Florence, 
Italy.  The Duomo, as it is 
ordinarily called, was 
begun in 1296. 

 

Please call the Parish Office, 203-775-9587, with any additions or corrections to the above list. 

Please pray for each of the parishioners on their birthday! 

1 Sarah Sullinger 
3 Barbara Mullen 
4 John Stauffer 
5 Nicolette Kirner 
 Thomas Franklin 
6 Pamela Mannion 
7 Albert Chaleski 
9 Joan Stein 
10 Austin Williams 
 Torben Hebrock 
12 Fola Yussuf 
13 Justin DoBosh 
16 Mitchel O’Hara, Jr. 

 Tracy Kenneally 
17 Jeffrey Janofsky 
18 Delores Ready 
 Sylvia Pinheiro 
 Venus Okwuka 
19 David Allen 
 Dave Baskett 
 John Beck 
20 John Altemus 
21 David Crisalli 
23 Linda Pendergast 
 Stephen Werneburg 
24 Jennifer Kast 

 Ethan Mable 
 Melanie Schofield 
 Michael Healey 
30 Bridgit O’Hara 
 Elizabeth Gardner 

†  Alpha Testimonies 

F or those who had positive Alpha program experiences and would like to share 

them, Bob Cutting and crew will be video taping your testimonies on Sunday, June 

2nd, after the 10:30 am coffee hour in the Guild Room. 
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June Lay Schedule 2013 

 

Lectors, Intercessors, and Lay readers, please remember to 

check in before the service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

June 2, 2013 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Doug Melody/Mike Kirner  

Acolytes:  Rachel & Lauren Melody 

Lector: Deuteronomy 8:2-3 Mike Kirner 

Intercessor: Phyllis Baskett 

Lay Reader: Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack/Vito Barbieri 

Acolytes: Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector: 1 Kings 18:20-39 Phil Hannah 

Intercessor:  Betty Gardner 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

 

 

 

 

 

June 9, 2013 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Vinnie & Barbara Cappiello 

Acolytes: Rachel & Lauren Melody 

Lector:  1 Kings 17:8-24 Mary Perry 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:   Pam Szen 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Eric & Sandra Visser-Sampson 

Acolytes:   Ryan Sampson 

Lector: 1 Kings 17:8-24 Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Connie Williams 

Lay Reader:   Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

June 16, 2013 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: David and Connie Williams 

Acolytes: Audrey Powell 

Lector:1 Kings 21:1-21a Connie Williams 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo 

June 23, 2013 - Healing Sunday 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Mike Kirner 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector 1 Kings 19:1-15a Phyllis Baskett 

Intercessor: Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 

Lay Reader: Dave Baskett 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Eric & Sandra Visser-Sampson 

Acolytes: Ryan Sampson 

Lector:1 Kings 19:1-15a Sandy Chaleski  

Intercessor: Betty Gardner  

Lay Reader: Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader: Patricia Jennings 

June 30, 2013 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pam Szen 

Acolytes: O’Hara Girls 

Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14  Mike Kirner 

Intercessor: Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader: Don Winkley 

Lay Reader: Susan Howell 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Jack & Preston Powell 

Acolytes: Audrey Powell 

Lector: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Betty Gardner 

Intercessor: Phil Hannah 

Lay Reader: Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader: Ray Ferro 

June 16, 2013 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming: Pam Szen/ Pat Brought 

Acolytes: Sarah Shepley 

Lector: 1 Kings 21:1-21a Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor: Mary Perry 

Lay Reader: Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp4_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp6_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp8_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp8_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp6_RCL.html#reading
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

2 2 Pentecost 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:20 AM Youth Missions Parent  
               Meeting 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
4:30 PM Youth Group 
6:00PM Vespers  

3 
5:30 PM Christian Caring 
 

7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

4 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 

5 
10:00 AM Holy  
         Eucharist   
         and Healing 
 
 

6 
7:30 PM Mission   
               Committee 
 

7:30 PM Property  
              Committee 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

7 8 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

9 3 Pentecost 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
12:30 PM Parish Meeting 

10 11 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

12 
10:00 AM Holy  
         Eucharist   
         and Healing 
 
6:30 PM Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

13 
1:00 PM Dorothy Day  
          Ministry 
 
7:30 PM Music Night 

14 15 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 
 

8:00 AM Youth Missions  
                 Prep. Day 
 

10:00 AM St. Paul’s Quilters 
 

2:00 PM House of Prayer 

16 4 Pentecost 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

17 
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry  

18 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible  
               Study 

19 
10:00 AM Holy  
         Eucharist   
         and Healing 

20 
7:00 PM Healing Team  
 
 

7:30 PM Music Night 

21 22 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

23 5 Pentecost 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 

24 25 
9:15 AM Ladies Bible   
               Study 
 
7:00 PM Grief Group 

26 
10:00 AM Holy  
         Eucharist   
         and Healing 

27 
7:30 PM Music Night 

28 
7:00 PM Lockin 
 
8:00 PM Compline  
                Service 

29 
7:30 AM Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

30 6 Pentecost 
8:00 AM Traditional Eucharist 
9:30 AM. Rector’s Forum 
10:30 AM Contemporary  
                  Eucharist 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 
Drew Crocker, 

Lynne 
Donnelly, 
Heather 

Melody, Lois 
Hunt, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 

O’Hara, Linda 
Pendergast,  

Kirsten Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,David 

Szen, Pam 
Szen, Marie 

Williams & Don 
Winkley. 

St. Patrick Explains the Trinity with Bad Analogies 

We forgot to tell you last week to click on the picture above 

to see the video! 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw

