
   

     

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 June 6, 2013 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives 
Through 

Jesus 

†  Join the Conversation 

 

T he blue prints, and architectural renderings and 
material samples have been displayed in the back of 

the church and in the parish hall for several weeks.  Hopefully 
you have had a chance to check them out, ask questions, try to 
envision how things will be.  The next step is for you to bring 
your questions and any concerns you might have to our 
special parish meeting we are holding after the 10:30 am 

service this Sunday.   
A lot of time and 
work and meetings 
have been going on for close to a year to bring it to 
this point.  On Sunday, the architects, the Rector, 
the wardens, members of the vestry and building 
committee will be available and want to hear from 
you. 
 In looking at the project, as we plan for growth, 
the Parish Hall needs to be modernized and made 
more appealing; the bathrooms are sorely in need 
of an upgrade to meet handicapped codes; meeting 

space made more useful and 
quieter, and the kitchen, just 
ask anyone who uses it. 

A great deal of ground 
work has been done, but now 
is the time for everyone to 
have their input.  So grab a 
cup of coffee on Sunday and 
join the conversation. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, 

‘Do not weep.’”             (Luke 7:13) 
 

T his verse is a great reminder that the Stewardship lifestyle is one of 

service, putting God first and to “love one another.”  Unfortunately 

today, many people have “passion” for activities they enjoy - their job and off-

work activities.  Many times our “passion” to excel is at the expense of 

someone else.  Maybe we need to focus on a little less passion for our 

individual concerns and a lot more compassion for others. 

†  Apostolic Preaching and Teaching: 
A Three-Part Pentecost Series 

 

Preaching, Teaching & Results 
 

T he last two weeks I have explained apostolic preaching and teaching.  And now I’d 
like to underscore what it can look like in the world around us in the form of visible 

“results.”  I point us to St. Paul during his mission to Ephesus, a location in modern day 
Turkey.  He was in Ephesus for two years.  It was pagan and spiritually resistant to the 
message of Jesus.  So, what does Paul do?  Consider Acts 19: 

Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for 
three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of 
God.  But some of them became obstinate; they refused to 
believe and publicly maligned the Way.  So Paul left them.  
He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in 
the lecture hall of Tyrannus.  This went on for two years, 
so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province 
of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 

Paul argued, reasoned, and persuaded, as his preaching 
(kerygma) was proclamation combined with doctrinal 
teaching (didache).  Among early manuscripts, the 
Western text (as opposed to the Alexandrian text) has an 
interesting time reference in this lecture hall, "from the 
fifth to the tenth hour" (Acts 19:9), according to the IVP 
NT Commentary.  The Mediterranean "siesta" occurred 
from the fifth hour (11:00 a.m.) onward, and we know 
from Acts 20:34 that Paul worked at his trade while in 
Ephesus.  This gives us a picture of a tireless apostle who offered a lot of preaching, over 
25,000 hours perhaps!  No wonder the next verse says all the residents of Asia heard the 
word of the Lord. 

Paul’s example reminds us to “not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give up” Galatians 6:9).  He clearly speaks here from experience.  No 
matter how resistant the soil may seem around us, we must keep sowing the seeds of truth.  
Thankfully, the results of such a focus are apparent all around St. Paul’s in this season.  
Let’s keep going strong in the Lord, my friends, with our preaching and teaching as God 
delivers ongoing results. 

- Fr. Joe 
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†  What’s on Your Wrist? 

 

I n SIX short weeks our youth mission team heads 

to the Eastern Shore for our week of serving.  

But, the work in the town of Onancock has already 

begun.  YouthWorks! is on site already getting ready 

for the first team of youth groups to arrive on June 

16th.  From that day until August 2nd there will be 

mission work being done in the community.  We want 

to support our fellow workers this summer by lifting 

them up in prayer while they are on site. 

How can you help and get involved with this trip?  

We’d love for you to pick up one of our mission 

bracelets during coffee hour this week and wear it for 

the seven weeks of missions this summer.  It will be a 

gentle reminder to pray for the youth that are serving, 

and for the hearts of those being served.  We are 

asking for a $1 donation for the bracelet, the money 

raised will be brought to Onancock during the trip and 

used to bless the community we serve.  We may have 

the chance to help fill a food pantry, stock a school 

with supplies, or help a library get some new books – 

whatever they need while we’re there! 
Jack says, “I’ll take five.” 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 6 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jun 8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jun 9 - Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  12:30 pm - Special Parish Meeting re: Parish Hall Renovations 

Tue, Jun 11 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Jun 12 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  6:30 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Jun 13 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury  

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jun 15 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  8:00 am - Youth Missions Prep. Day 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

  2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary  

Sun, Jun 16 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 
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Student Spotlight 

E ach week, we are highlighting one of our OWN who are attending the summer 

mission trip.  This week’s spotlight is on:  Audrey Powell 
 

Fast Fact Favorites 

Movie:  The Lorax 

Place to Visit:   California 

Youth Group Game:  Gaga 

School Subject:  English 

Person in the Bible:   John 
 

M y name is Audrey Powell, I’m 15 years old, and I’m a 
sophomore at Brookfield High School.  In my free time 

I am very active.  In the summer I have the honor of waterskiing 
with the O’Hara family at least once a week on the lake.  Also, in 
the winter and spring I play for my high school’s lacrosse team.  
When I’m not playing any sports, I love to hang out with my 
friends. 

I have belonged to St. Paul’s ever since my family and I moved here roughly seven 
years ago.  I am an acolyte at the 10:30 am service.  When I am not acolyting, I help out in 
the Sunday school classrooms.  I also take part in the evening Youth Group sessions mostly 
every Sunday.  When we go on the mission trip this summer in July, I am mainly looking 
forward to the quality bonding time 
that our Youth will have while 
serving for an underprivileged 
community.  While attending the 
trip, I’m hoping that our work will 
show the town of Onancock that we 
aren’t helping them because we’re 
being forced to, but that we are 
striving to.  

St. Paul’s OWN 

June 15th  -  Mission Trip Prep Day 

June 28th  -  Lock-In 7 pm-7 am 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

O ur trip starts off like all good adventures - 
on the road!  If you come a little early to the 

8 am service on July 21st you might spot two Ford 
Excursions headed out of our parking lot and 
making their way south.  Sunday will be spent mostly on the road, making our way down I-
95 and eventually onto US-13 to the Eastern Shore.  Our plan is to arrive about 4:30 pm at 
the Market Street UMC where we’ll set up camp for the week.  From there we head over to 
dinner followed by our orientation for the week.  During the orientation we learn about the 
community we’re serving and how to have a fun, but safe week.  We end of first day of the 
trip with Club time and Church group time - then lights out by 11:00! 

 

Mission Central - 6 Weeks Out 
Daily Schedule - Sunday 

Attention Parents:  On Saturday June 15th, we’ll be meeting at St. Paul’s at 8 am to head out on our mission trip prep 

day.  Students will need to wear outdoor clothing and bring a water bottle.  We’ll be back by 7 pm that evening. 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Where We Went to Church Last Sunday 

From abroad, the Shepley’s sent us several 

photos of churches they visited.  On the right, 

Fr. Joe is getting some vibes from John 

Calvin’s preaching chair located in St. Peter’s 

Cathedral (Reformed) in Geneva, Switzerland. 

To the left, Sarah stands 

by the Reformed church in 

Murren, Switzerland, located 

5,000 feet up in the 

mountains. 

Starts on 

Sunday! 
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†  Israel!  Beyond Belief!   

 

†  Holy Land Potpourri   
 

I nspirational – absolutely.  Reflective – without a 
doubt.  Spirit-filled – naturally.  Fun – you’d better 

believe it!  Our days were so filled with the sights of Jesus’ 
ministry and opportunities to learn more about the culture of 
the Jewish people that it is hard to imagine having time for 
spontaneity. 

But, our friends Jeff and Norma from Woodbury (right) 
found someone to take the camera away from Jeff just long 
enough to capture this sweet photo from atop Mount 
Carmel.  Later that same day, we all stopped for a moment 
to pose on the steps before climbing way down to the well at 
Megiddo (below). 

After a nice hike through the bucolic Tel Dan Nature 
Reserve, our guide treated us to a rest stop where we had a 
chance to dip our feet in the pond (left) and share a laugh or 
two before moving on to the next site. 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHSv9m7iIlk&list=PLE191DE0E886E327B
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHSv9m7iIlk&list=PLE191DE0E886E327B
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Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the Holy Land on 

March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more info and details.  For those of 

you who have already been to Israel, an additional trip is being planned from 

March 18-27 covering Egypt, the Nile, Sinai, Red Sea and Petra in Jordan. 

Some of us tried our hand at music 
making with singing at Beit Sh’ean or 
Caesarea, our own Fr; Bill (left), however, 
found this miniature shofar at one of the 
gift shops and decided to test it out. 

And, while some of us were taking in the 
magnificent sights of Herod’s fortress 
palace at Masada, Mieke (right) found 
pleasure in photographing some wild 

flowers atop the ancient site. 
Water is a central theme of any 

visit to Israel and our visit to Ein 
Gedi (spring of the goat) was a 
chance for some of us to cool down 
under the refreshing waters of one 
of the many springs (left).  “Hey, 
Pam!  You’re all wet!” 

Vinny and Barbara had a 
laugh on our camel trek to 
visit Abraham in his bedouin 
tent for dinner. 

We all enjoyed the 
shopping. 

Bits and pieces…all fun! 

(Continued from page 7) Holy Land Potpourri 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  The Greatest Joy of Heaven 
 

S ome think of heaven as this and some as that.  Fellowship with believers of all ages 
is the great desire of some; others long for paradise as a place of increased 

knowledge, to know even as they are known; and a third rejoice in it chiefly as a haven of 
rest.  There are grounds for each of these forms of desire, but concerning heaven this is the 

believer’s chief thought, that he 
will be with God, and that God 
will be for ever his joy and 
bliss. 
 No sins will hide the 
brightness of Jehovah’s glory 
from our eyes, no doubts 
disturb the deep calm of our 
enjoyment of Jehovah’s love 
when once we fully enter upon 
our portion.  We shall be for 
ever with the Lord, and nothing 
more or better can be imagined.  
God is our heaven. Whom have 
I in heaven but thee?  Draw, 
then, ever a clear distinction 
between the things that are 
seen, which are not your 
portion, and the things which 
are not seen, which are your 
true heritage; between the 

temporal and fleeting joys which amuse us by the way, and the abiding and eternal felicity 
which will satisfy us at the end.  Allow nothing to rival the chief good in your judgment or 
your affections, but cry evermore, “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee.” 

 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled "God Our Portion And His Word 
Our Treasure," delivered September 2, 1877.  Image by Misserion on Flickr under Creative 
Commons License.  

 †  Ice Cream Lemonade Pie 

Directions: 
Mix together lemonade, Cool Whip and ice cream.  

Place in crust and freeze. 
 

From What’s Cooking at Saint 
Paul’s and Joyce Sarver.  A cool 
and refreshing dessert for a hot 
summer day. 

Ingredients: 
1 6 oz. can frozen lemonade 
1 8 oz. container Cool Whip 
1 qt. vanilla ice cream 
1 graham cracker pie crust 

†  Father’s Day Memorials 

F ather’s Day is June 16.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the 
altar in loving memory of a father, please make your check payable 

to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on 
the memo line.  All memorials are due by June 9th.  Contact Gail Winkley 
with any questions at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All 
fathers worshipping with us on Father’s Day will receive a boutonniere. 

The minute we begin to think we know all the answers, we forget the questions, and we be-

come smug like the Pharisee who listed all his considerable virtues, and thanked God that 

he was not like other men.~ Madeleine L'Engle, 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/misserion/2588686667/
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Some Quick Questions 
 

Why is it that we don't refer to any of the holy people from the Old Testament as saints 
or have days of commemoration for them? 

 

W hile it is true that most Western (Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, &c.) 
Calendars do not name any Old Testament figures; this does not mean that they 

are never observed.  In fact before the Reformation two types of Calendars were in general 
use.  The first was the liturgical calendar (like the one in the front of our Prayer Book) 
which listed the Holy Days that were actually observed.  The second, known as a 
Martyrology,* was a much fuller listing of the saints, also arranged according to the 
calendar, as a simple way of remembering them, whether they were assigned a feast or not.  
In monastic and cathedral churches it was usual to read the listing for the following day 
each morning so that many saints would at least be named.  The earliest versions do not 
seem to have listed Old Testament figures as saints but do mention them in a historical 
context (thus an entry for Pentecost - the Jewish Feast of Weeks - refers to Moses receiving 
the Law at that time).  Later, but pre-Reformation, versions include a number of Old 
Testament worthies on the same footing as other saints.  For example, an English 
martyrology dated 1526 has for July 1: “In the mount of Hor the feest & deposicyon of 

saynt Aaron, the fyrst preest of the olde lawe, that was consecrate by 
Moyses.”  And as an addition on the same day: ‘The feest also of 
Mary the prophetysse, syster unto Moyses & Aaron, that as Moyses 
was guyder of the men & amonge the childer of Israell, so was she of 
the women.  The feest also of saynt Eleazar preest and sone unto 
Aaron & his successour, and the feest of saynt Phynees his sone & 
successour.”  Soon after the Reformation the Roman Church replaced 
the old local Martyrologies with a new one for the entire Roman Rite, 
and this in turn was updated many times and replaced with a heavily 
revised version in 2000 (updated again in 2004).  In all of these a 
number of Old Testament figures continue to be listed as saints. 
Our own Prayer Book provides that, “The following may be observed 
with the Collects, Psalms, and Lessons duly authorized by this 
Church: Other Commemorations, using the Common of Saints. . . .”†  

‘Other Commemorations’ are undefined, so - although it does not 
happen very often - it is perfectly appropriate for us to observe Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, or any of the Old Testament worthies.  In the 
Roman Rite the rules are a little stricter, but under certain 
circumstances any saint in the martyrology may be 
observed in the liturgy.  Other Liturgical churches tend to 
be about as permissive as we are, and while I am not 
aware of any specific provisions for observing these 
worthies, I am sure it would be lawful for them to do so.  
Although the Prayer Book tends to reserve the title ‘Saint’ 
for the major holy days; it is perfectly proper to use it 
more widely.  In English, however, it seems more 
common to apply the equivalent term ‘Holy’ to Old 
Testament figures - ‘Holy Moses’ is not just a casual exclamation! 
In the Eastern Churches generally, the liturgical calendar itself 
corresponds in 
scope to the 

Western martyrology, listing all the 
saints to be observed on each day.‡  A 
substantial number of Old Testament 
saints are included and so do get at 
least a minimal observance. 

 

(Continued on page 12) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Note that St. Jonah follows St. Matthew with a 
reference to the whale story as cited in the Gos-

pel as a sign of the Resurrection. 
  -The Roman Martyrology of 2004 

Holy Moses! 

http://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/~renwick/Annex/Sarum%20Martirology%20English.pdf
http://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/~renwick/Annex/Sarum%20Martirology%20English.pdf
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Fortunately the second question can be answered much more 
briefly.  On our "Music" stained glass window above the organ, 
is a piece of music - what is it from?   Is it significant (certain it 
is)?    I think this has been answered in the past, but I quite 
frankly forgot the answer!!!! 

There is a depiction of sheet music in the center of the window, 
but because of the leading in the glass it is difficult to read from 
below.  It says “O Lord open thou our lips and our mouths shall 
show forth thy praise.  Praise ye the Lord."  Psalm 51:15 says the 
same thing in the singular voice.  But, since the window was 
installed shortly after 1937, it recalls the traditional plainsong 
notation of 1928 Book of Common Prayer and the responses that 
were said/sung during Morning and Evening Prayer immediately 

after saying the Lord’s Prayer: 
Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Answer: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Minister. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer: The Lord's Name be praised.             - Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence 

_________________________ 
*  Martyrologies and Calendars were originally limited to local saints (including some who were locally important 
though not from that place).  A more universal martyrology, attributed to St. Jerome (d. 430), but apparently 
compiled about a century after his time, contains listings drawn from a variety of earlier books originating in 
Rome, Africa, other parts of Europe, and the Christian East.  While they continued to be compiled locally, the 
pattern of listing saints from a wide area became the norm. 
† BCP page 18.  The Common of Saints comprises sets of collects and Scriptures suitable for various categories of 
saints, such as missionaries, martyrs, and the like. 
‡ This may mean as many as eight or ten observances at a single service; in practice this usually means the 
inclusion of a short anthem for the less important saints, with the main elements being for the most important ones. 

(Continued from page 11) Some Quick Questions 

†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Gospel Response O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
Offertory O Bless the Lord, My Soul 
Closing Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
  

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

S ung by Prince William, Catherine (Kate) Middleton, the 
Royal Family, and all of the wedding guests (okay, most of 

them just kind of moved their lips) you might like to know the 
history and legacy of this once popular, and our closing, hymn for 
Sunday. 
 Encouraged by the Welsh Methodists to update their 
hymnal, William Williams Pantycelyn (1719-1791), an 
aspiring hymn writer penned his most famous song “Guide Me, 

O Thou Great Redeemer” which first appeared in 1745 in a Welsh hymnal, published by 
Williams in Bristol, England, named “Hallelujah.  Williams, the “Sweet Singer of 
Wales,” produced about 800 hymns.  S.W. Duffield claimed that Williams, an avid 

revivalist Methodist preacher, did for Wales what Wesley and Watts did for England. 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” or “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” 

originally consisted of five six-line stanzas and was entitled in Welsh “Arglwydd, arwain 
trwy’r anialwch” (in English, Lord, Lead Me Through the Wilderness). 
 The hymn is usually sung to John Hughes‘ Cwm Rhondda.  This song, known as the 

Welsh rugby hymn, has been translated into seventy-five languages.  It is so loved in 
Wales that it is considered an unofficial national anthem. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2051:15&version=KJV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plainsong
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEh7Vt9sxmc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64oo7z7tjsw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2lzyWjEtd0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwvpTl88jwI
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Williams_Pantycelyn
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/g/u/guideme.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/g/u/guideme.htm
http://www.stempublishing.com/hymns/biographies/williams.html
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/h/u/g/hughes_j.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cwm_Rhondda
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

June 6th 
 

Ini Kopuria 
Founder of the Melanesia Brotherhood, 1945 

 

I ni Kopuria, the first Elder Brother of the Melanesian Brotherhood, was born 
soon after the start of the twentieth century on the island of Guadalcanal in 

the Solomons.  Ini attended St. Barnabas School on Norfolk Island, an institution 
started by Bishop J. C. Patterson with the purpose of training young men to teach 
their own people.  Ini’s daily contact with the Anglican Christians at St. Barnabas 
led to his own developed sense of religious calling.  One story about his time there 
relates his strict adherence to a rule of silence during Lent, and on one Ash 
Wednesday, when confronted by a teacher who questioned this practice, Ini 
replied by letter, refusing to break his vow.  It was then that many around him 
began to notice his calling to a religious vocation. 

Although it was expected that upon leaving school, Ini would return to 
Guadalcanal to teach his own people, he surprised everyone by becoming a police 
officer in the Native Armed Constabulary.  Though initially unhappy with his role in the 
police, he earned the respect and admiration of his superiors with his dedication and 
wisdom.  In 1927, after he had left the police force, he was asked by the Commissioner to 
return to the police and go to the island of Mala to quiet local unrest.  Ini is said to have 
remarked, “It would be bad if I were to go there with a rifle; I may want to return one day 
with the Gospel.” 

It was during his recovery from an injury in 1924 that Ini came to the realization that 
only in service to Christ would his life find meaning and fulfillment.  Under the direction of 
his Bishop, John Steward, he took his vows as the first Elder of the Melanesian 
Brotherhood, an Anglican order devoted to the spread of the Gospel among the non-
Christian areas of Melanesia.  The Order, characterized by its vows of simplicity, in this day 
continues its work of peacemaking and includes not only Melanesians, but also Polynesians, 
Filipinos, and Europeans. 

†  “Sermon in the Street” 
 

C hristian Community Outreach Ministries, Inc. (CCOM), a Jericho Partnership 
Ministry, is hosting their biannual outreach event “Sermon in the Street”.  This 

event will be held on Thursday, June 13, 2013 from 4:00 - 7:00pm.  Their desire is to 
bless populations (the impoverished, homeless and drug addicted) that are often overlooked.  
CCOM is extending an invitation for your participation.  This event is not possible without 
community involvement. 

The goal is to show the love of Christ to all.  Show them that God has not forgotten 
them.  Popcorn, chips, snow cones and water will be offered to peak interest but there will 
be music filled with the gospel message, people sharing about how Jesus has changed their 
lives and opportunities for prayer. 

Here are a few ways you can actively engage that day.  If you are one 
to mingle, making yourself available amidst the crowd if someone desires 

prayer or needs a word of encouragement would be a 
good fit.  If you are one to embrace a few stains or 
grease spots on your apron, helping pass out food 
items would be a match.  Your presence alone will be 
a support to us; however, if you are unable to be 
present that day you are still an invaluable part of 
God’s plan for this event and your prayers are 
needed.  Please pray for the hearts of those in 
attendance to be receptive to change and a desire to 
do something different; for courage and clarity of 
those who will share their testimony; for protection of 
all in attendance. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

“Young Man, Rise!” 
 

 1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) 
In the Hebrew Bible lesson we hear the story of God’s provision through Elijah for the 

widow of Zarephath and her family.  There is famine throughout the land, which Elijah has 
prophesized because of the sinfulness of King Ahab.  The story shows that God is present to 
care for God’s prophet and also for this woman who, though a foreigner, has shared with 
Elijah what little she has.  God’s signs are powerfully present, first in the miraculous 
provision of food, and subsequently in the miraculous healing of the widow’s young son 
through Elijah’s prayer. 

 Psalm 146 
A hymn to the Lord, who forms the world and rules with justice, who heals and cares for 

the orphan and widow. 
 Galatians 1:11-24 
In this lesson Paul reminds the Galatians that the gospel he preached to them did 

not come through human authority but was revealed to him by Jesus.  The apostle 
has just told the new converts of his astonishment at hearing how they have been 
willing to follow versions of the gospel said to be more official than his but which 
depend on obedience to aspects of the law in order to bring about a right relationship 
with God.  Paul rehearses his conversion from his dependence on his Jewish heritage 
and recalls his special commission to bring the good news to non-Jews.  While he 
did later make contact with Cephas and James in Jerusalem, his understanding of the 
fundamentals of the gospel does not derive from human leaders. 

 Luke 7:11-17 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ raising to life the son of the widow of Nain.  This 

narrative would have been told in the early church to emphasize the new authority over 
death that had been shown forth in Jesus’ own resurrection.  It also represents a fulfillment 
of Old Testament stories and prophecies and is a sign of the beginning of the new age to 
which the people respond with awe by glorifying God.  A special feature of the account is 
the description of Jesus’ compassion. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   

D id you miss Fr. Loring’s sermons last week  on Corpus 
Christi Sunday and Elijah and the prophets of Baal?  

To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link 
for The Sunday Sermons. 

Luke 7:17 

This word about him 

spread throughout 

Judea and all the 

surrounding country. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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Join us for a Rip-Roaring Good Ole Time at the SonWest 
Theme Brookfield Vacation Bible School! 

 

WANTED: Volunteers for VBS Camp 2013. We are still in need of teachers for the 
classrooms along with a few helpers/ directors assistants whom will be in training to take 
over VBS camp for 2014. 

All school-aged children (entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade) are invited to be part 
of the excitement as Brookfield’s only Ecumenical Vacation Bible School gears up for another 
year!  Each year, representatives from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church and the Congregational Church of Brookfield work together to present God’s word to local 
children.  Welcome St. Paul’s Church too this year! The theme this year is Gospel Light’s 
SonWest. 

Son West  will have children  “Saddle up” to learn of Jesus’ love through Bible stories, arts 
and crafts, and uplifting music and games, we are sure that our adventurers will take away lessons 
of love and memories of laughter that last long after VBS is over. 

Come experience the adventure at Congregational Church from July8th- July 12th.  
Registration forms are available at the Parish office, or email lisamsweeting@hotmail.com to have 
a form emailed to you.  Cost is $20 per rider with a maximum $45 per family.  Classroom 
experiences are for those children entering grades Kindergarten through 6th grade, and a CIT 
program (including service hours) for those entering grades 7 and 8.  Assistant teaching 
opportunities are available for those in high school and we are always looking for adult volunteers 
in other areas. 

Questions?  Contact: Lisa Sweeting lisamsweeting@hotmail.com for more information. 
Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook at Brookfield Ecumenical Vacation Bible School for 

updates and reminders on our program!! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 31st 
 

St. Barnabas, Apostle 

 

“J oseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means 
son of encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and turned it 

over to the apostles” (Acts 4:36–37).  This first reference in the New Testament to Barnabas 
introduces one whose missionary efforts would cause him to be called, like the Twelve, an 

apostle.  As a Jew of the Dispersion, he had much in common with Paul.  When 
Paul came to Jerusalem after his conversion, the disciples were afraid to receive 
him.  It was Barnabas who brought Paul to the apostles, and declared to them 
how, on the road to Damascus, Paul had seen the Lord, and had preached boldly 
in the name of Jesus (Acts 9:27).  Later, Barnabas, having settled in Antioch, sent 
for Paul to join him in leading the Christian Church in that city. 
 Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in Antioch to carry famine relief 
to the Church in Jerusalem.  Upon their return, the Church in Antioch sent them 
on their first missionary journey beginning at Cyprus.  At Lystra in Asia Minor, 
the superstitious people took them to be gods, supposing the eloquent Paul to be 
Mercury, the messenger of the gods, and Barnabas to be Jupiter, the chief of the 
gods, a testimony to the commanding presence of Barnabas.  The association of 

Barnabas and Paul was broken, after their journey, by a disagreement about Mark, who had 
left the mission to return to Jerusalem.  After attending the Council of Jerusalem with 
Barnabas, Paul made a return visit to the Churches he and Barnabas had founded in Asia 
Minor.  Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus, where Barnabas is traditionally honored as the 
founder of the Church. 

It seems that Barnabas continued his journeys for the Gospel, because Paul mentions 
him several times in his letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, and the Colossians.  
Tradition has it that he was martyred at Salamis in Cyprus. 

NEED A BABYSITTER? - I am trying to find a way to connect with a St Paul’s or Brookfield family 

that might need help with kids this summer.  I have a teenage daughter who has the Red Cross 

babysitter’s certification and would like to work several days a week.  I'd appreciate any direction.  

Gretchen Barbieri, gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com 

file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Carla/AppData/Local/lisamsweeting@hotmail.com
mailto:gbarbieri@sbdanbury.com?subject=Babysitter
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller,  and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..Zion, North Branford; St. John’s, North Haven; St. Andrew’s, Northford; 
Christ Church, Norwalk. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Uganda. 
…..Tom Balash, strength and mobility. 
…..Camp Washington: staff, counselors, and campers. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Students of all ages who are graduating this spring, especially those from St. Paul’s, 
that their futures be filled with the bright hope of the plans the Lord has made for them. 
…..Ralph D., successful acceptance of his heart transplant. 
…..the safe delivery of Bibles and Christian materials under Kazakhstan’s religious-
literature censorship regulations. 
…..the people who died and were injured in the recent tornados in the Midwest; those who 
died in the fire in the poultry plant in northern China; and those who perished in the 
building collapse in Philadelphia. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in the war in North-West Pakistan. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..Rita Van Item’s eye surgery. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter, for recovery from a heart 
condition. 
…..Michael for protection in Sudan with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 

†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign is nearing the end. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women by an 

Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-abortion counseling to women of any 

age. 

St. Paul’s supports Hopeline 

through its annual “Change for 

Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  

There are baby bottles at the back of 

the church and in the Parish Hall that 

we ask you to please fill with your 

loose change and bills and return 

them on June 16th, Father’s Day. 

 For more information, contact: 

Rory Palmer, Bonnie Wanzer or 

Debbie Werneburg.. 

Grace isn't a little prayer you 

chant before receiving a meal. 

It's a way to live.  

-Jacqueline Winspear 



 17 

 

†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha this past winter, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course begins this Sunday, June 9th thru September 8th 
during the Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for 

as many sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley 
tbshepley@gmail.com 
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Chris Barrett, 
Drew Crocker, 

Lynne 
Donnelly, 
Heather 

Melody. Beth 
Miller, Patrick 

O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, Joe 

Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,David 

Szen, Pam 
Szen, Bonnie 

Wanzer, Marie 
Williams & Don 

Winkley. 

Click on the picture to 

the right for an interesting 

video about a Bible Club 

at a public high school in 

Pennsylvania. 

The Eagle Has Landed.  

    Not the old one, but a 

new one has been 

purchased and is now 

perched atop the Boy 

Scouts’ American flag in 

the parish hall. 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.cbn.com/tv/2418127683001

