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†  Discerning the Path Ahead 
 

 

“Commit to the Lord whatever 

you do, and your plans will 

succeed.” (Proverbs 16:3) 

 

 

My Friends, 

E ach spring, after a fast-paced Lent, 
Easter and closing out of our end of 

season programming, we tell ourselves that 
summer will be a slowing down time.  Yet this 
summer I find myself excitedly ramping up once 
again as God puts increased vision before us for 
our church, a vision that soon gives way to 
concrete action.  An example of this would be the 
meeting we are calling next week for the newly 
formed Capital Campaign Committee.  Here I 
have prayerfully brought together a group of 
individuals that I believe God is calling to work with 
us in discerning the path ahead.  Together we will 
pray, share ideas and ultimately look to the Lord for 
the next steps in securing the funding necessary to 
realize our vision of a church prepared to meet the 
needs of an exciting future together. 

Please pray for us, for our Capital Campaign 
Committee members: Susie Case, Mary Schinke, 
Pam Szen and Don Winkley.  Pray specifically that we 
would rely upon God's leading and provision as we 
engage the necessary footwork in bringing our parish's 
vision to fruition through generous giving among our 
entire church community. 

God pays for what God orders, as you 
have heard me say before.  I have already seen this reality in my four years among you 
all.  And now our kids, their kids, and so many others await our faithful response as we 
embrace God's future in making Crocker Hall a reality.  Baby changing stations in larger 
bathrooms, a bright new kitchen and an enhanced parish hall space all point to those not 
yet here, but who are coming.  I can see them in my prayers, and may you as well.  As we 
keep Christ and His generous welcome at the center of our lives, I am confident that as 
we continue to commit our plans to the Lord, God's plan for us will succeed. 

Devotedly, 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jul 11 - 12:00 pm - Christian Men’s Luncheon, Bethel 

  1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Jul 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jul 14 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Jul 15 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 
Wed, Jul 17 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing 

  7:00 pm - Capital Campaign Committee, Guild Room 

Thu, Jul 18 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild room 

Fri, Jul 19 - 8:00 pm - Compline Service 

Sat, Jul 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  11:00 am - Marvin Self, Burial Rite 

Sun, Jul 21 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

†  Marvin Self, Rest in Peace 
 

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2, KJV). 

 

Dear Family of St. Paul’s, 
 

I  write to inform you that Marvin Self died early Wednesday 
morning. 

Marvin arrived at St. Paul’s in 2012, initially attending the Burial Rite I 
offered for the son of our parishioner, Bill Mayers.  I’ll never forget that 
day as Marvin grabbed my hand with an iron grip, one that never really let 
go.  A lifelong Methodist, Marvin suddenly turned on to the Canterbury trail as he was 
Confirmed in the Episcopal Church at the age of 87.  With tears streaming down his face, he 
exclaimed in front of his fellow Confirmands and the Bishop, “This is the most wonderful 
day of my life.” 

Our acolytes soon came to know Marvin for his habit of tipping them each Sunday with 
a dollar coin as they prepared to begin the procession.  “Now I won’t tell 

anyone if you won’t,” he’d say impishly as he made the exchange under a 
hearty laugh characterized by a hint of Tennessee twang.  Marvin had 
grown up on a farm down there, entered the Navy at sixteen and served the 
amphibious force as a gunner’s mate during World War II.  The shrapnel in 
his leg incurred during that conflict would not allow him to kneel for 

Communion, but that did not stop him from bending the knee of his heart in 
his devotion to God.  With an impressive command of memorized King James 

Version scripture citations, Marvin would often stop me right before the service began (after 
enriching my acolyte first, of course), and ask me to recite a given line of the Bible as he 
provided me only with a particular chapter and verse number.  Talk about distracting a 
Rector before his sermon!  He always made sure I was laughing as the opening hymn 

(Continued on page 3) 
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†  The Rector’s Forum 
 

Alpha Express is Here!  If you missed Alpha before, this is your chance! 
 

T he Alpha Express Course runs each Sunday thru September 8th during the 
Rectors Forum 9:30-10:15am each Sunday.  All are welcome for as many 

sessions as you can make.  Questions? See Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

sounded. 
As Marvin began to fail, I began taking him Communion at home.  One day he played 

for me one of his favorite cassette tapes.  It was a recording of Tex Ritter’s rendition of 
“The Deck of Cards,” a song that seemed to speak to Marvin’s ever-present memory of once 
being a boy at war combined with his childlike Christian faith.  Here’s a sample: 

During the North African Campaign,  
a bunch of soldier boys had been on a long hike,  
and they arrived in a little town called Casino.  
The next morning, being Sunday, several of the boys went to church.  
Those of the boys who had prayer books took them out,  
but this one boy had only a deck of cards,  
and so he spread them out.  
The Sergeant saw the cards and said, "Soldier, put away those 
cards.”  
After the services were over, the soldier was taken prisoner. 

The soldier said, "Sir, I have been on the march for about six 
days,  
I have neither Bible nor prayer book, but I hope to satisfy you, Sir, 
with the purity of my intentions."  
And with that, the boy started his story: 

When I look at the Ace,  
it reminds me that there is but one God,  
and the deuce reminds me that the Bible is divided  
into two parts, the Old and the New Testament.  
When I see the trey, I think of the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.  
And when I see the four, I think of the four Evangelists who 
preached  
the Gospel.  There was Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

So, you see Sir, my pack of cards serves me as a Bible and a prayer book.  
And Friends, the story is true, I know,  
I was that soldier. 

Last Sunday at coffee hour, a call came in on Bill Mayers’ phone and he handed it to 
me.  It was Marvin’s wife, Marilyn, informing us that Marvin was near the end.  Bill and I 
went to see Marvin in the hospital, where we joined with his family in holding hands at the 
bedside, saying goodbye to this soldier for Christ and wishing him well on the ultimate 
campaign he was about to begin.  It was a privilege to know Marvin, if only for a short time.  
We were God’s choice for Marvin’s closing chapter.  His unexpected arrival at St. Paul’s is 
a reminder that as we welcome the stranger, God unveils marvelous surprises in expanding 
our family.  Marvin has touched our lives forever, and as he has now stormed heaven’s 
gates, he, alongside the Captain of his soul, await us. 

We will offer the Burial Rite for Marvin at St. Paul’s on Saturday, July 20th, at 11am.  
Please keep Marilyn, his tireless caregiver and companion, in your prayers, as well as the 
entire family. 

 
Faithfully, 
Fr. Joe 

(Continued from page 2) Marvin Self 

Click on the card to 

listen to the song. 

Death to the Christian is the funeral of all his sorrows & evils, 

& the resurrection, of all his joys.    ~James H. Aughey  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsCiaxPhtVY
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…go and do likewise.”           Luke 10:37 
 

T his was Jesus’ simple command to all of us at the end of the Good 

Samaritan story.  How do we do “likewise?”  By sharing our skills.  

By reaching into our pockets when financial help is needed.  By taking the 

time to help when we are needed, not when it’s convenient for us. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

July 11th 
 

Benedict of Nursia 
Abbot of Monte Cassino, c.540 

 

B enedict is generally accounted the father of western monasticism.  He was born 
about 480, at Nursia in central Italy, and was educated at Rome.  The style of life he 

found there disgusted him.  Rome at this time was overrun by various 
barbarian tribes; the period was one of considerable political instability, a 
breakdown of western society, and the beginnings of barbarian kingdoms.  
Benedict’s disapproval of the manners and morals of Rome led him to a 
vocation of monastic seclusion.  He withdrew to a hillside cave above Lake 
Subiaco, about forty miles west of Rome, where there was already at least one 
other monk.  Gradually, a community grew up around Benedict.  Sometime 
between 525 and 530, he moved south with some of his disciples to Monte 
Cassino, midway between Rome and Naples, where he established another 
community, and, about 540, composed his monastic Rule.  He does not 
appear to have been ordained or to have contemplated the founding of an 
“order.”  He died sometime between 540 and 550 and was buried in the same 
grave as his sister, Scholastica. 
 No personality or text in the history of monasticism, it has been said, has 
occasioned more studies than Benedict and his rule.  The major problem for 

historians is the question of how much of the rule is original.  This is closely related to the 
question of the date of another, very similar but anonymous, rule for monks, known as the 
“Rule of the Master,” which may antedate Benedict’s Rule by ten years.  This does not 
detract from the fact that Benedict’s firm but reasonable rule has been the basic source 
document from which most later monastic rules were derived.  Its average day provides for 
a little over four hours to be spent in liturgical prayer, a little over five hours in spiritual 
reading, about six hours of work, one hour for eating, and about eight hours of sleep.  The 
entire Psalter is to be recited in the Divine Office once every week. 

At profession, the new monk takes vows of “stability, amendment of life, and 
obedience.”  Pope Gregory the Great wrote Benedict’s “Life” in the second book of his 
Dialogues.  He adopted Benedict’s monasticism as an instrument of evangelization when in 
596 he sent Augustine and his companions to convert the Anglo-Saxon people.  In the 
Anglican Communion today, the rules of many religious orders are influenced by Benedict’s 
rule. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

D avid Palmer, David Shepley, Deborah Sullinger 

Gayle Baldelli & Phil Hannah celebrate tomorrow!  

Saturday is the big day for Ingrid Pruss & James Keenan. 

Jessica Friedly & Sandra Chadwick will be blowing out candles 

on Sunday.  Bishop James Curry will be opening presents on 

Monday.  John Sarver will be a year older and wiser on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you! 
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†  Summer Sunday School Rocks 
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St. Paul’s OWN 

July 19th  -  Commissioning of  

Missionaries - 8 pm 

July 21st- July 27th  -  Mission Trip! 

August 16th  -  Mission Dinner 

I n just over ONE WEEK, St. Paul’s OWN 

heads south to the town of Onancock, VA 

where we’ll be serving alongside 50+ other youth from around the country.  We’ve 

had a long ten months leading up to this trip, and in the next ten days we’re looking 

to make one final push to help the communities on the Eastern Shore just a little bit 

more.  In speaking with the site director, we learned that there is a real need for basic 

school supplies in the community.  There are many young students in the schools 

there that go without some of the simple school supplies that we take for granted up 

here. 

So, how can you help – you’ll 

see a bucket of blue rubber 

bracelets at the church for the 

next two Sundays.  Step 1 – take 

one or two, or fifteen, and 

commit to wearing them for the 

next few weeks.  You can hang 

one from your mirror in the car, 

put one on your closet door, 

anywhere you’ll see it through 

the end of the month.  When 

you see it, pray.  Pray for the 

12 students and three leaders 

from St. Paul’s, pray for the groups already on site this summer, and pray for 

the people in Onancock, that they would see the love of Christ in each of the students 

that spends a week in their town this summer.  Step 2 – if you’re able, throw a dollar 

in the bucket.  That’s all, just $1.  All of the money raised from the bracelets is going 

directly towards the purchase of school supplies down in VA.  

Mission Central - 10 Days Away 
 

Pens & Pencils & Notebooks, 
 Oh My! 

Want to stay in touch with us during the 

trip?  While phone & internet access will 

be limited, we’ll do our best to relay 

some stories about our week.  Like us on 

Facebook facebook.com/stpaulsown or 

follow us on Twitter @stpaulsown. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
Gospel Response Where Charity and Love Prevail 
Offertory Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant 
Closing Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

The Servant Song 
 

R ichard Gillard (b. 1953) was born in England and brought at age three to 
New Zealand, where he has lived since on the northern island.  His faith 

background is a mixture of the Anglican Church on his mother’s side and the 
Pentecostal Church on his father’s side of the family. 

Australian hymnologist Wesley Milgate (1916-1999) spoke of Mr. Gillard’s 
musical background: “[He] has had little systematic musical training, but from the 
age of seven began the ukulele and other such instruments, often to accompany his 
own singing, learning by experiment and later with the help of his father and of 
Pentecostal church musicians.  He usually invokes the aid of ‘the experts’ to set out 
his songs on paper.” 

A member with his wife for many years at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in central 
Auckland, they were inspired by an early folk-praise group called the Fisherfolk 
originally from Houston, Texas.  Mr. Gillard solidified his compositional style by 
participating in the St. Paul’s Singers, a group of mostly young students.  Taken with this 
style, the Gillards introduced many folksongs to New Zealand congregations.  Mr. Gillard 
began writing his own songs in the late 1970s. 

Milgate offered this account of the origins of Mr. Gillard’s best-known 
composition, “The Servant Song”: “[The song] began in 1977 when Richard 
Gillard jotted down v. 3 on a piece of paper which, on returning from travels in 
Britain, Europe and Israel, he found in his guitar-case.  He completed the song, 
the original first line of vv. 1 and 6 being ‘Brother, let me be your servant.’” 

Since then, the text has been altered to be more inclusive.  The song was 
first recorded in New Zealand and has been sung around the world, appearing 
in many hymnals. 

Matthew 20:26b-28 provides the primary scriptural background for the song: “. . . 
Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” (NIV) 

  †  Ancient Fruits of Israel Salad 

Directions: 
Chop all of the fruits and put together in a large bowl.  Top with 
cinnamon. 

Ingredients: 
1 apple 
1 bunch of seedless grapes 
1 pear 
1 orange 
5 figs 
5 dates 
1 cup of pomegranate seeds 
½ tsp. cinnamon 

Historians have 
stated that Martin 
Luther won more 
converts to Christ 

through his 
encouragement of 

congregational 
singing than even 
through his strong 

preaching and 
teaching. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlD3Gaq4cN0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IAEUUsrnNs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_wMO5KxeAI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnXE6rdyn0w
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†  Israel, The Center of the World  

 

†  The Seven Fruits of Israel   
 

M oses said to the people of Israel, "The LORD your God will make you abundantly 
prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your 

livestock, and in the fruit of your soil.”  And, in another passage from Deuteronomy “For 
the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land-a land with brooks, streams 

and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and 
barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey.” 

 For those of us who have travelled to the Holy Land, we have seen 
firsthand the bounty of the land; during our daily treks, in the markets 
and restaurants, from our vantage point on the bus and during our visit 
to Abraham’s Tent where he welcomed us with a great feast.  The 
seven fruits each have an enduring spiritual meaning. 
 The first, wheat, 
was an important crop 
in ancient Israel and is 
still one of the staples 

of the Jewish diet.  
Most of the wheat crops 

are grown in the Negev 
area which is known as the 

“breadbasket” of Israel.  Wheat 
is associated with God’s unfailing and 

eternal love for His children. 
In biblical times, barley was considered the food of poor people, used in porridge or as a 

cake. In Jewish teaching, barley is related to the Godly attribute of restraint. 
Grapes are among the oldest produce cultivated in Israel.  Vines and vineyards are used 

in Scripture as symbols of prosperity and blessing.  Grapes are used mainly for the 
production of wine. Today, wine is produced not only 
for religious use but for other enjoyment.  We were 

fortunate to find a 
vendor selling some 
of Israel’s award 
winning wines and 
of course we then 
bought some and 
enjoyed it with the 
group one evening as 
we gathered on the 
shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. 
 The blossoming 

(Continued on page 9) 

http://vimeo.com/15034110
http://vimeo.com/15034110
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fig tree was a symbol of prosperity in Israel and also of 
longevity because they have a long period of ripening. Today, 
dried figs are an expensive delicacy in the Holy Land.  Because 
the trees produce masses of large green leaves, they were often 
planted next to wells where their leaves would provide shade to 
keep the water cool.  During our visit in the Hula Valley to the 
Tel Dan Reserve, we were able to see fig trees and even picked 
a few as we strolled along the nature trail beside the stream. 
 It is clear from the Bible 
that the pomegranate had 
significance in ancient Israel 

beyond its value as a fruit.  The pomegranate is referred to 
about 30 times in Scripture. In biblical times, the 
pomegranate was used for making wine and seasonings; it 
was also used as a dye.  It is a beautiful fruit that 
corresponds to the godly attributes of majesty and glory; 
they were in abundance during our daily excursions and  
are sold in markets in the towns and in the Old City of 
Jerusalem where fresh pomegranate juice is popular. 

 The olive is a symbol of prosperity and longevity 
in Israel; they grow where there is not much rain or 
soil and still produce heavy crops with minimum 
care.  Olives were one of the blessings of the 
Promised Land that God gave to His people through 
His covenant 
with Abraham.  
The oil was 
used for 
anointing and 
the wood was 
used to build 
the Temple. 
Olive trees are 
everywhere in 

Israel and we were able to see them in Nazareth where 
we also saw an ancient olive press.  In the Garden of 
Gethsemane, there are magnificent  trees that are over 
1,000 years old and still bearing fruit. 

Dates are only mentioned by name a couple of 
times in the Bible but the palm trees mentioned are surely date palms.  Dates correspond to 

the godly attribute royalty.  In biblical 
times, dates grew in the Jordan Valley.  
Dates hang from the leaves in large clusters 
and we saw plenty of date palm groves as 
we headed to the Dead Sea.  In ancient 
times, palm dates were often 
made into a form of honey.  It 
is generally thought that when 
honey is mentioned, it is palm 
date honey as in reference to 
Israel as a “land flowing with 
milk and honey.”   

(Continued from page 8) 

Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Click here for more info and details. 

Seven Fruits 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

What is in the Apocrypha? III 
 

I n our previous articles we have surveyed all but one of the apocryphal books named 
in the Articles of Religion (Article VI, BCP pp. 868f).  This time we shall consider 

that last book, and some others that the NRSV also includes in its Apocrypha. 
The Prayer of Manasseh (or Manasses) is a short poem of repentance and appears (in 

part) as a Canticle in Morning Prayer II 
(BCP pp. 90f) and is also included in 
many Orthodox liturgies.  Manasseh* 
himself was the first king of Judah who 
lived after the defeat of Israel by 
Assyria.  His story can be found in 2 
Kings, and in an expanded version in 2 
Chronicles.  Both accounts agree that he 
was an idolatrous and wicked king, and 
that he reigned for 55 years.  In 
Chronicles, however, we are told that in 
his later years he repented, prayed, and 
restored the worship of the Lord; thus 
justifying his long life.  Our poem provides a text for the prayer that is only mentioned in 
Chronicles. 

There are, however, several additional books included in some early MSS of the Greek 
Old Testament that have some recognition as deuterocanonical in at least a few Christian 
churches, and these too are included in the NRSV.  We can now turn to a brief survey of 
these. 

First among these is Psalm 151 (usually attached to the canonical Psalter), written as if 
by David celebrating the victory over Goliath.  This usually 
does not appear in Western Bibles, but in the Eastern 
Churches is generally treated as fully part of the Psalter.  
Additional psalms are also known and some are found in the 
Peshitta (the Syrian version of the Scriptures), and one of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls contains 40 canonical Psalms and several 
more (including 151) in Hebrew. 
 This is followed by 3 Maccabees.  Contrary to the title, 

this book does not deal with the Maccabees at all, but rather tells the 
somewhat parallel story of Jews in Egypt, persecuted by Ptolemy 
Philopator† and delivered by angelic intervention after a long prayer 
by the aged priest Eleazar, and finally receiving the support of the 
King.  For this reader, the happy ending is more than a little spoiled 
by the Jews’ decision, with royal support to kill off those of their 
number who had abandoned the keeping of the Law (though in their 
defense it can be said that they felt that the persecution had come as 
a punishment for this lawlessness, and modern sensibilities have not 
exactly prevented similar actions in modern times). 

Lastly we have 4 Maccabees.  Written originally in Greek, and probably during the first 
century AD, it is a treatise on reason and on obedience to the Law.  It 
retells the story (from 2 Maccabees) of the martyrdom of Eleazar (not the 
one in Egypt) and his whole family when they refused to eat pork – one of 
the incidents leading to the Maccabean revolt.  This is presented as a 
triumph of reason (in keeping the Law) over self-interest, and the martyrs 
are rewarded with immortality.  The Greek influence can be seen in this 
last detail where the bodily Resurrection of Daniel, Wisdom, and 2 
Maccabees is replaced by the idea of an immortal soul. 
 In closing, let us take a brief look at some influences of the 
Apocrypha.‡  For Columbus, 2 Esdras was, of course, canonical Scripture, 
and the reference there to waters covering only one seventh of the earth 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=26864532
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240331342
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240331342
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240330505
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240330505
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=26864532
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240413374
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240416669
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240417030
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240417986
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led him to believe that the Atlantic could be crossed in only a 
few days of sailing.  This was one of the arguments that 
persuaded Isabella to fund his exploration (and helped 
convince him that he had in fact reached India).§  Even after 
the Reformation, the Apocrypha continued to be widely read 
and this is suggested by the widespread literary references 
and allusions to it.  Shakespeare quoted (or at least alluded) 
to it at least 80 times.  Three Handel oratorios and some of 
Longfellow’s poems are largely taken from these books.  
Perhaps most interesting, the idea that Christ was born at 
midnight, and the tradition of the midnight mass, also comes 
from the Apocrypha.  Although Luke does suggest nighttime, 

Wisdom tells that God’s “all-powerful Word leapt from heaven” when “night in its swift 
course was now half gone.”  The context here is quite different – it actually refers to the 
angel of death in the tenth plague of Egypt – but over the millennia many Christians have 
also seen this as an image of Jesus as the Word coming into the world at that hour.   

Fr. Bill+, Scholar in Residence. 
_________________________ 

* This picture, from the Sistine Chapel, shows three successive kings of Judah: 
Ezechias, Manasses, and Amon (the names are given in Latinized Greek form).  The 
elderly figure on the right would appear to be the repentant Manasses.  
† Just as the Seleucid kings who figure in 1 and 2 Maccabees were descendants of 
one of Alexander’s generals, the Ptolemy’s in Egypt were descendants of another. 
‡ The following material is taken from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) in the Oxford Annotated Edition, New York, 1991, sv. Apocrypha, pp. viii-
xi 
§ Even though factually incorrect, this passage helped make it possible for us to 
live here today – might we say that while it does not prove doctrine it has certainly contributed to our manner of 

life? 

(Continued from page 10) The Apocrypha 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T he story of the healing of Namaan from 2 Kings serves as the textual 

backdrop for this sermon as it focuses on how God uses small things 

to accomplish great purposes.  The concept of accepting rather than 

expecting is an application offered when considering how one discerns 

God's will in light of what the Bible says about our purpose.  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240490161
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=240490327
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  A People Who Know the Truth 

I n the present age if any man can talk well he will get a following, whatever he may 

teach.  I am astounded at some professors, who can hear this man today and that man 

the next, though the two are diametrically opposed.  Surely there is some difference between 

truth and error, and mere cleverness cannot 

neutralize false doctrine.  Our forefathers 

discerned between things that differed, and 

when false doctrine came before them they 

cast it out, notwithstanding the eloquence 

of its advocate.  I do not want you to be 

bigots.  God deliver us from their bitter 

spirit, but I do want you to be sound 

believers.  There is a great difference 

between obstinate bigotry and a decided 

maintenance of that which we have 

believed.  After all, what is the chaff to the 

wheat?  There is a difference between the 

doctrines of men and the teachings of the 

Lord.  No lie is of the truth.  Garnish it as 

you may, it is still a lie.  Oh to be rooted 

and grounded and built up in Christ!  One 

of the most desirable things in this fickle 

age is to see around the minister of Christ a 

people who know the truth, and feel that the 

truth binds them fast to their God.  

 

 From a sermon by Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon entitled "Taking Hold Upon 

God," delivered October 7, 1877. Image by Jeff Pang on Flickr under Creative Commons 

License.  

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffpang/3293970519/
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 
 

“Who Is My Neighbor?” 

 
 Amos 7:7-17 

I n the first lesson Amos is given a vision of a 
plumb line, and he prophesies God’s judgment 

regardless of the personal consequences.  A plumb 
line hangs down and shows whether a wall is 
vertical.  Israel’s heart is out of line, and God is out 
of patience.  The priest of the royal shrine at Bethel 
reports Amos’ words to the king and tells him to 
prophesy elsewhere.  Amos replies that he is not one 

of the official, professional prophets that do others’ 
bidding.  God has called him. 

 Psalm 82 
God pronounces judgment on the heavenly 

beings who have failed to defend the weak and the 
poor.  The people call on the one true God to judge and 
rule the earth. 
 Colossians 1:1-14 

In this lesson Paul greets the Christians at 
Colossae, offers thanks for their faith, and prays for their 

further strengthening.  Paul has apparently not visited this 
city in the country today known as Turkey, but he praises 

his fellow servant Epaphras, who brought the gospel to the new converts.  The apostle asks 
that they may be filled with spiritual understanding and be fruitful in 
good works.  So will they give thanks to the God who has rescued 
them from the power of darkness and evil and brought them into the 
kingdom of the Son of God. 

Luke 10:25-37 
The gospel is the lawyer’s question and the parable of the Good 

Samaritan.  While testing Jesus, this expert in the law asks a question 
at the heart of human longing: how can life’s true meaning and 
purpose be realized?  Jesus causes him to answer for himself with the 
summary of the law.  Recognizing how hard it is to put such lofty 
commandments into practice, the lawyer next asks, who is the neighbor that I am to love?  
Jesus hears his real question (who is not my neighbor?) and tells him the story of a man who 
could help another without requiring the law’s definition. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

Luke 10:26 

He said to him, "What is 

written in the law? What 

do you read there?"  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more 
highly than we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for 

others, that the cause of Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 

“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each Month 
in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and comfort, a blessing 
to our spirit, heart and soul as we deal with our grief.  

 

Please Join Us! 

† Vestry Meeting 
 

June 12, 2013 

OPENING: Phil Hannah opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Fr. Joe led 
the meeting.  Lois Hunt did a devotional on 
Satan being a defeated foe, he will never 
triumph.  Don’t give him any victories by 
giving in to temptation.  The May minutes 
were approved as circulated. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: As of the end 
of May, expenses have exceeded income by 
$9,642 for the year.  Chuck will be 
transferring $10,000 from endowments to 
cover the shortfall.  This includes $7,000 
paid to the Diocese for pledges owed from 
2011 & 2012. 

There is $796,000 in the endowment funds 
as of the end of May. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: Dot Crocker 

reported for Outreach that there are some 
new Coffee Hour hosts for the 8:00 am 
service.  More hosts for both services are 
encouraged. 

Bonnie Wanzer reports for Mission that 
Dorothy Day is in good shape and continues 
through the summer. 

Dave Williams reported the Parish meeting 
on our building project for the Parish Hall 
went well on Sunday June 9th.  The Capital 

Campaign will be getting started soon.  The 
Church has looked into borrowing against 
our endowments and has a verbal OK from a 
local bank. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: Deanne Hobson has put 

together a proposal for increasing 
communications within the Parish and 
reaching the public.  Deanne will form a 
Communications Committee, with other 
interested people, which will report to Sandy 
Chaleski. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: Mike Chengeri will 

research a rug for under the table in the 
Guild Room. 

 
RECTOR’S REPORT: Summer Sunday 

School is a blessing to St. Paul’s and is going 
well.  Thank you to Marie Williams and all 
those helping her.  

Bishop Rowthorn will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination here on 
September 29, 2013.  Confirmation will be 
November 3rd, 2013 with Bishop Rowthorn 
presiding. 

The Vestry picnic will be held Wednesday, 
August 14th at the Allen’s home.  Thank you,  
Mary and Chuck.  

 
CLOSING: Fr. Joe led the Vestry in a time 

of thanksgivings, closing the meeting at 8:20 
pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 
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†  Food Pantry Donations 

Each month we collect food 

donations from parishioners 

which are delivered to local food 

pantries.  The recipient of our 

collections for July is the 

F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry at St. 

John’s Episcopal Church in 

Sandy Hook. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 

…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Alice Keller, Tom Balash and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. James’, Poquetanuck; St. Philip’s, Putnam; Christ Church, Redding. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Madagascar. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Committees on investments, stewardship, finance, 
planned giving, insurance, and personnel policy. 
…..the availability and distribution of Bibles throughout Malaysia. 
…..safe travel and successful vacations. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War and Afghanistan. 
…..Please pray for an end to violent unrest, for true freedom and democracy to be 
established in Egypt.  
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..the victims of the train derailment in Lac-Megantic, Quebec; and the plane crash in San 
Francisco. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..students who were killed in a pre-dawn attack at a school in Yobe State, Nigeria. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Psalm 91: "He who dwells in the shelter of the most high will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty.  I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and fortress, My God in whom I trust." 

https://hootsuite.com/dashboard#
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yobe_State_school_shooting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yobe_State
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Stephanie 
Bernardo, 

Drew Crocker, 
Lynne 

Donnelly, Lois 
Hunt, Bill 

Loring, Diane 
Loring, Beth 

Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Linda 

Pendergast,  
Kirsten Peterson, 

Joyce Sarver, 
Joe Shepley, 
David Szen, 

Pam Szen, Marie 
Williams & Don 

Winkley. 

 

“Hi kids, welcome to St. 
Paul’s.  How would you like 
to help me out during the 

service today?” 

“Grammy, what 
did you get me 

into here?” 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

