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Transforming Transforming 
Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

November 21, 2013 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
†  Blessed Is the Nation Whose God Is the Lord 

(Psalm 33:12). 
Dear Spiritual Pilgrims, 

W hy do we give thanks?  Having an attitude of gratitude does not always come 
naturally, and as God knows our nature, a remedy of disciplined thanksgiving has 

been offered to direct us toward right living.  God's charge therefore is to be people of 
grateful hearts for all that God has done, is doing and will do in blessing us.  Giving thanks 
as a way of life leads us to take our eyes off of ourselves and to experience spiritual freedom 
by helping others. 

Chiefly are we bound to thank God for the redemption of the world through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and as we have a tendency to forget this epic reality, we celebrate the 

memorial of our redemption 
by offering thanksgiving 
each time we gather.  When 
we come before the altar for 
Communion, we are one 
family at our spiritual 
thanksgiving table.  Through 
the priest as celebrant, Christ 
hosts his family and points us 
toward the heavenly banquet 
at the end of time. 

 In this season of giving 
thanks specifically as a 
nation, may we be ever 
mindful of our blessings of 

provision, family and mercy from on high.  We are privileged to live in freedom and 
unprecedented opportunity, all a gift from God.  May we make the most of our gifts and 
convert the world around us.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, and blessed are 
the people who put God first.  I pray Almighty God's favor upon you and your loved ones 
now and each day as we journey together toward heaven's light. 

Faithfully, 
Thanksgiving Services 

Join us in giving thanks on Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 for the Brookfield Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving celebration at Valley Presbyterian 
on West Whisconier Road or here at St. Paul’s 
on Thursday morning for Holy Eucharist at 10 
am.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 21 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Nov 23 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Nov 24 - Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the KingLast Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the KingLast Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King  
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  3:30 pm - Middle School Youth Group 

  4:30 pm - High School Youth Group 

  5:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, Nov 25 - 7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Tue, Nov 26 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Nov 27 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

   7:30 pm - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, Valley Presbyterian 

Thu, Nov 28 - Thanksgiving DayThanksgiving DayThanksgiving Day   (Parish Office Closed) 
  - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 

Fri, Nov 29 - (Parish Office Closed) 

Sat, Nov 30 - St. Andrew, the Apostle 
 -  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Dec 1 - First Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 
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† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 15th 
 

T he pageant will take place on Sunday, December 15th 

during the 10:30 am service.  There is one and one only 

rehearsal for the pageant that will be held on Saturday, 

December 14th from 10-11:30 am.  We ask that you make 

every effort to attend this rehearsal.  We look forward to 

seeing you at all of these exciting events. 
 

The Advent Brunch Following the Pageant 
We would like to invite the entire church parish to attend 

the annual Advent Brunch following the Children's Christmas 

Pageant.  We will gather down in the parish hall to celebrate.  

We ask that you would use the following guide, by last name, to help us in providing the food for this grand event:  

Last Names A-N… Desserts. 

Last Names N-Z…. Sandwiches, chips, finger foods. 

Let either Lori O’Hara or Heather Melody know if you have any questions.   
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 3:14) 

 

“Growing God’s Kingdom” Campaign Update and Timeline 
 
As of this week: 
32% of our overall parish membership has committed to "Growing God's Kingdom" by 

turning in pledge envelopes.  That means we have 68% still to participate by turning in their 
pledge by December 31st at the latest. The excitement is building, and we need you to help 
complete this campaign. 

September 6 Campaign Begins-Brochures & Pledge Cards Mailed 
September 6 Quiet Phase Begins 
September 9 Commitments Received from Campaign Committee 
September 11 Presentation Made to Vestry for Vestry Participation 
October 6 Father Shepley commits $100,000 to Growing God's Kingdom 
October 15 Participation Level reaches 12% 
November 4 Phonathon begins to help attain 100% parish participation 
November 11 Participation Level reaches 25% 
December 31 Campaign Ends 
January 26 Celebration during Annual Meeting 

 

A CLEAN BARN IS A HAPPY BARN!!! 
  

Have you ever left something at St Paul’s and have no idea where it 
went? 

Are you looking for some really neat, one of a kind Christmas presents? 
Have you ever wondered what the inside of our barn looks like? 

  
Answer all these questions and more by joining the Property 

Committee on Saturday, December 7th at 9:00 for our “Clean out the 
Barn Party” 

  
If you are a member of a group that has property stored in the barn please 

coordinate with your fellow members and mark any items you would like saved 
ahead of time and then have at least one member of your group present 

at the party to ensure nothing of value is inadvertently disposed of. 
  

All are welcome, rain or shine, even if you come just to lend morale support. 
Contact any member of the Property Committee with specific questions. 

  
Don’t forget your work gloves and see you all on the 7th!! 



6  

 

Click for more info. 

†  Alpha is Coming! 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30pm for 

the January 4th celebration dinner for Alpha alumni and all newcomers 

and January 11– March 22nd for the rest of the Alpha Evenings. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact Tara 

with questions.  Tbshepley@gmail.com  

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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“In normal life we hardly realize how much more we receive than we give, and life 

cannot be rich without such gratitude.  It is so easy to overestimate the importance or 

our own achievements compared with what we owe to the help of others.”   

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison 

 

†  Men’s Homeless Shelter 
 

A s many of you know, St. Paul’s recently spent time in 

service in the City of Danbury working to prepare the 

men’s homeless shelter for the winter. 

The needs for the men are great.  But especially needed are 

socks!  Plain, white SOCKS! 

If you would like to help provide these much needed items, 

please drop off your donation of  SOCKS into one of the bins 

in the Parish Hall. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

November 21st 
 

William Byrd, 1623 
John Merbecke, 1585 
Thomas Tallis, 1585 

Musicans 
 

J ohn Merbecke was born in 1505 and nothing is known of his childhood.  As a young 
man he was a chorister at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, and from 1541 until near the 

time of his death in 1585, he served as chapel organist. 
Only a small handful of works by Merbecke have survived, most notably the Booke of 

Common Praier Noted, 1550, composed to accompany the 1549 Book.  The appearance of 
the 1552 Prayer Book made it obsolete, but more recently, Merbecke’s musical setting has 
been widely used. 

 

T homas Tallis was born near the beginning of the fifteenth century 
and very little is known of his early life.  After a succession of 

appointments as a church musician, he spent most of his vocation in 
service to the Crown as musician to the Chapels Royal under four 
successive monarchs, both Catholic and Protestant.  Although always 
a Roman Catholic, Tallis had the political savvy to survive the shifts 
in ecclesial loyalties and the musical acumen to respond to the 
changing needs of the Church of England.  He is regarded as the father 
of English Church music since the Reformation. 

 

W illiam Byrd was a student, colleague, business partner, and successor of Thomas 
Tallis.  Most likely born in Lincolnshire in 1543, he was 

appointed organist and choirmaster of Lincoln Cathedral in 1563 and 
served until he joined Tallis as a gentleman of the Chapels Royal in 
1572.  Like Tallis, he was a lifelong Roman Catholic but was 
successful in winning the support for his music among Anglicans of 
Puritan tendencies, though not without occasional difficulties.  His 
liturgical compositions cover a variety of musical forms: mass 
settings, motets, graduals, psalm settings, English anthems, and 
occasional music for the great feasts of the church. Byrd composed for 
the keyboard and wrote works perhaps best described as consort music 
for the more popular enjoyment of the court. 

Tallis and Byrd collaborated on a number of projects and together 
held the Crown Patent for the printing of music and lined music paper for twenty-one years. 
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†  Lincoln's Thanksgiving Proclamation 

 
In 1863, in the midst of a terrible civil war which had already taken 

hundreds of thousands of lives, President Lincoln issued a thanksgiving 
message.  Drafted by Secretary Seward, the document became the model for 
many similar presidential messages over the century and a half that followed; 
for this was the original observance of Thanksgiving Day on the last Thursday 
of November. 

This year, as in most years, bad news has dominated the airwaves. Not least 
was the suffering (and sometimes shameful behavior) that accompanied the 
hurricane season's great storms. Rather than dwell on the negative, however, 
we need to pause once again to follow the example of Lincoln and his cabinet, 
remembering the blessings which God has heaped upon us. 

 

By the President of the United States of America. 

A Proclamation. 

T he year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of 
fruitful fields and healthful skies.  To these bounties, which are so constantly 

enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have 
been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate 
and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful 
providence of Almighty God.  In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and 
severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their 
aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, 
the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere 
except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly 
contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union.  Needful diversions of 
wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defense, 
have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged the 

borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious 
metals, have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. 

Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made 
in the camp, the siege and the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the 
consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance 
of years with large increase of freedom.  No human counsel hath devised nor hath 
any mortal hand worked out these great things.  They are the gracious gifts of the 
Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless 
remembered mercy.  It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be 
solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by 
the whole American People. 

I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also 
those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and 
observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to 
our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.  And I recommend to them that 
while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and 
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 
disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, 
orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are 

unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to 
heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the 
Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility and Union. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this Third day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United 
States the Eighty-eighth. 

By the President: Abraham Lincoln 
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each Month 
in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and comfort, a blessing 
to our spirit, heart and soul as we deal with our grief.  

 

Please Join Us! 

 

A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

“For you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body 

and in your spirit which are God’s.”       1 Corinthians 6:20 - Foundation Scripture 

Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

Classes Starting at St. Paul’s 

January 4th – February 15th 

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall or email Mary  

for more information or questions 

 

Great for Men and Women - All fit-

ness types will experience benefits 

of PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Church Bells II 
 

W edding bells have become a cliché - the custom 
of ringing bells at marriage celebrations is both 

ancient and widespread.  As we have seen there are some 
recognized customs for ringing at funerals, but the only 
real rule for weddings seems to be, “Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord.”  In England, and in other areas where 
bells for change ringing* are found it is very common to 
ring in this manner after (or sometimes before) a 
wedding.  As an example, after Prince William and Kate 
Middleton’s wedding a full peal (5,040 different 
combinations, taking three hours) was rung at 
Westminster Abbey, though only the first few minutes 
was heard on the broadcasts.  In other cases one might 
hear random ringing, or the ringing of tunes on Church 
bells; if there are no tower bells hand bells might be used, 
and guests might be asked to simply bring a bell and ring 
it as the bride arrives and/or leaves. 

The practice of ringing a bell before divine service is ordered in the various English 
editions of the Book of Common Prayer, and I have found similar requirements going back 

to the time of King Edgar and St. Dunstan,† though the practice appears to be even 
older.  Again, how the ringing would be done was a matter of local custom, and 
while the BCP specified tolling, that always seems to have been freely interpreted.  
The Angelus, a common Roman and Anglo-Catholic devotion based on Luke 1:26
-44 seems to have originated as a prayer said while ringing the bell before the 
morning office of Prime and the evening one of Vespers, developed a pattern of 
ringing three sets of three strokes, often followed by a set 
of nine strokes.  This has been adopted in some of our 
churches as a pattern of ringing before Morning and 
Evening Prayer whether or not the devotion is actually 
recited.  I know of several catholic-minded parishes 
where the same devotion and ringing pattern are also 
used at or about noon, frequently immediately after a late 

morning Eucharist. 
We conclude today’s article with a look at ringing included 

within services.  Although optional and thus less common since 
Vatican II, Roman Catholic worship has traditionally incorporated 
the use of bells into the Mass to mark key points in the celebration, and some of these are 
also found in Anglican use.  A single bell is commonly rung as the priest prepares to enter 
the Church, both as a sign for the people to stand as signal to end the prelude and start 
singing when there is music.  Approaching the consecration a bell is rung at the words 
‘Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)’.  After that point local 
customs varied but it was common to hear additional bells at the beginning 
of the Institution Narrative, at the elevations of the Bread and Wine, at the 
end of the Consecration Prayer, and finally when it was time to come 
forward for Communion.  All of these came to be rung with a small bell in 
the Church, but historically (except for the last) they were intended to call 
those who could not be in Church to join in prayer at these key moments 

and so were rung on a tower bell.  I 
remember being at Sunday High Mass 
in St. Mark’s Venice some years ago 
and being struck by their practice of 
pealing the tower bells continually 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.eskimo.com/~lhowell/bcp1662/intro/service.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelus
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=251996761
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=251996761
http://www.adoremus.org/0305SantusBells.html
http://www.adoremus.org/0305SantusBells.html
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

L auren Melody & Patricia Brought celebrate on 

Wednesday!  Have a blessed day both of you! 

from the Sanctus until the end of the consecration.  I certainly found it much more 
impressive than a series of individual rings, though I am not sure that it made any 
impression on the crowds in the piazza. 

To be continued. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

___________________________ 
* Change ringing will be discussed later in these articles; briefly it is a mathematically based system for ringing 
different sequences on a set of bells. 
† Edward L. Cutts, Parish Priests and their People in the Middle Ages in England, London, SPCK, 1898.  p. 70.  
Edgar (d. 975) was the first king of all England with Dunstan as Archbishop of Canterbury, and Dunstan also was 
known as an early founder of bells. 
‡ The way a bell is hung will, of course, affect these choices; a fixed bell can technically only be tolled, but the 
rhythm can be altered to produce an effect more like chiming or pealing, while a swinging bell might not be 
accessible for tolling, but a slow, steady, chiming could create the effect. 

(Continued from page 10) Church Bells 

†  Quilters’ Quilt 

Raffle Tickets on 

Sale Sunday 

What a quilt!  This is the 

quilt that is being raffled 

off for the Youth Group 

summer mission trip.  $5 

each or 5 tickets for $20. 

On sale during coffee 

house on Sunday. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6M7i2mfMlU
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/42180/42180-h/42180-h.htm#Page_70
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†  Where We Went to Church Last 
Sunday 

 

T his past weekend, we traveled to the Boston area, visiting 
several historic sights including the Old North Church in 

the North End of Boston.  Made famous by Paul Revere at the 
onset of the American Revolution, it was from here that Revere 
had two lanterns hung to signal the location of the British troops.  
“One if by land; two if by sea,” has been memorized by 
American schoolchildren and is related to Paul Revere’s famous 
midnight ride of April 18, 1775. 

 We attended the early 9 am 
service which only had about 25 
people in attendance.  The 
church was not lit, nor was it 
heated and the pews, all 
enclosed as individual booths, 
provide a basic bench which is 
not all that comfortable.  But 
sitting in that historic place, 
where so much of 
our American 
history began, I 
couldn’t help 
feeling gratitude for 
those who paved the 
way for our 
freedom. 
 The church is a 
parish of the 
Episcopal Diocese 
of Massachusetts.  It 
is the oldest 
standing church 
building in Boston, 
is part of the 
Freedom Trail and 
is a National 
Historic Landmark.  

- Pam Szen 

†  Perfect Timing 
 

A  week ago, Sunday afternoon I was out in the front of our house cleaning 
my tractor for the winter.  A nicely dressed man walked into the driveway 

(Jehovah's Witness) and said they were doing a nationwide drop of the pamphlet he 
had in his hand that asked the question “Can the dead really live again.”  He asked 
whether I would say “Yes,” “No,” or “Maybe.” 

I said I would answer “Yes.”  He asked me why I said that and I told him “I am 
not a Sadducee” (not sure he understood the reason for my answer but it certainly 
wasn’t the answer he was expecting). 

He paused for a moment and then said, “ you really know your Bible.”  I said 
“not really, I just have a Rector who is a good teacher.”  With that he said “have a 
good day” and he left. 

Talk about perfect timing for a sermon.     - John Sarver  
 

Click here to listen to Fr. Shepley’s sermon from November 10th 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items 

you would enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make 

up baskets for the same families who will be receiving 

the gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree.  We will 

need two family-sized turkeys to be donated.  While 

you shop, if you could please choose any items from the 

following list: 

Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread, Cranberry 

Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Juices, Canned Vegetables, Pie 

Crust, Potatoes, Fresh Sweet Potatoes, Cake Mix, Soup, 

Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts. 

All food donations are due this Sunday, 

November 24th.  Once the food 

donations have come in, we will need 

volunteers to divide the food into the 

baskets for the families.  Please speak with 

Barbara DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722. 
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† Vestry Meeting 
November 13th 

Opening:  Fr. Shepley opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Bonnie Wanzer led 
the meeting.  Mary Perry joined us by phone 
to lead a devotional on Shalom and its many 
meanings.  From Judges 6:19-24 comes the 
most important meaning, “the Lord is 
Peace.”  Bill Mayers gave his thanksgivings 
for his successful open heart surgery, for all 
the medical staff who cared for him, all those 
who prayed for him and sent messages of 
cheer.  Bill is most thankful for the Lord’s 
healing and the care of this community.  Joe 
Bernardo is thankful for his time on the 
Vestry, for the unity of our congregation, 
how that allows us to grow in the spirit.  Joe 
is thankful for all the ministries at St. Paul’s 
and the growth of our Church School.  The 
October minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: October ended 
with income exceeding expenses by $4,704, 
leaving us with a YTD deficit of $7,435 
expenses over income. 

The Capital Campaign  income so far is 
$42,000.  We have a verbal OK for a line of 
credit at 4%, subject to change, from Union 
Savings Bank.  After construction it will 
convert to a 4 year loan collateralized by our 
endowment funds. 

 

Committee Reports:  Mission 
Committee: The Build a Boat Benefit 
Breakfast raised a total of $2,172 so far. 
Additional volunteers are needed for 
Dorothy Day, both to make casseroles and to 
serve.  The Salvation Army Kettle Campaign 
will get underway in December.  We will 
sponsor two families for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas again this year.  The budget for 
2014 will be presented at the December 
Vestry meeting. 

Finance Committee: Dave Williams 
presented Talking Points for Potential 
Donations of Financial Assets guideline. 

Building Committee: The next meeting of 
the Building Committee will be December 

12th to go over final costs for the project. 
The contract for construction will be signed 
in January.  Construction will begin in the 
spring at a date yet to be determined. 

Communications Committee: Trunk or 
Treat showed a marked increase in public 
participation, partly due to publicity on 
Brookfield Patch.  The Committee will be 
working with Kirsten to create promotions 
for Lessons and Carols. 

Property Committee: The barn will be 
cleaned out on December 7th.  If there is 
anything you want out of the barn, please 
remove it by then.  The Guild Room 
fireplace repair will be completed next week. 

 

Rector’s Report: We have 26.5% 
participation on the part of the parish so far 
on the Capital Campaign.  Everyone is urged 
to participate, no matter how small a part you 
can play.  Fr. Shepley is leading a men’s 
retreat in Colorado on November 15-17 
using the life of King David as his topic.  
The Reverend Joel Eidsness will preach and 
The Reverend George Crocker will celebrate 
at both services.  

 

Old Business: Fr. Shepley will request a 
list from the Property Committee of 
necessary repairs and a wish list of future 
projects.  Dot Crocker gave a summary of 
the Hearts to Hands ministry which is 
beginning in the Parish to match parishioner 
needs with those able to help. 

 

New Business:  The Vestry approved the 
opening of an investment brokerage account 
for the purchase and sale of registered 
securities and appointed the Rector, 
Treasurer and Wardens as authorized persons 
to transact business in the account. 

The Vestry approved the Financial 
Committee Guidelines for Donations of 
Financial Assets including that donated 
stocks will be sold immediately and the 
proceeds will be deposited into the donors 
designated fund. (Capital Fund, Endowment 
Fund, etc). 

St. Paul’s is buying a table at the Jericho 
Project Banquet. 

 

Closing: The meeting closed with prayer  
by Lois Hunt at 8:50 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 
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Do You Like to Sing? 

P lease consider joining the St. Paul’s Choir for our annual 
Festival of Lessons and Carols this year.  It will be held on 

Sunday, December 15 at 5 pm.  Rehearsals will be the 
following Mondays: 11/25, 12/2, and 12/9 from 7 to 9 pm in 
the sanctuary.  In addition, we welcome you to join us for the 
first half hour of our regular Thursday night rehearsals (7:30-
8:00) - all Thursdays between now and 12/12 (except for 
10/31 and 11/28). 

The Brookfield Community Christmas Concert will be held on 
Sunday, December 8 at 2 pm at St. Joseph’s Church.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for members of all the Brookfield area 
churches to get together to sing.  There will be a rehearsal on Saturday 

morning, 12/7, at St. Joseph’s.  In addition, our Saint Paul’s group will meet individually 
once or twice to go over music prior to that event.  Please let me know if you are interested 
so that I can order music and plan rehearsals that will fit everyone’s schedule.   

Do Your Kids Like to Sing? 

A s part of the Brookfield Community Christmas Concert (information above), there 
is a special children’s choir that will also be put together.  This year, the children 

will be participating in two pieces.  Since many of 
the area churches, including St. Paul’s, does not have 
an active children’s choir, the Congregational 
Church of Brookfield has warmly invited any 
children from 3rd grade and up to join them at their 
weekly rehearsals on Tuesdays at the Congregational 
Church.  These rehearsals will begin on November 
12, and they will work on the Christmas music from 
5:00-5:30.  Please let me know if you’re interested 
so I can send the information over to their director. 
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†  Union Oyster House Clam Chowder 

 

Directions: 
In a large pot over medium-low heat, render the salt pork until it is crispy, about 5 

minutes. Add the butter and melt.  Add onion and celery and cook until translucent, 
about 5 minutes.  Stir in the flour to form a paste and cook, stirring constantly for 2-3 
minutes. 

Add the thyme, potatoes and clam juice and bring to a boil, stirring almost 
constantly.  Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes until potatoes are tender. 

Add the clams and bring quickly to a boil stirring almost constantly.  Add the half 
and half and bring quickly 
to a boil.  Season with salt, 
pepper, hot sauce and 
Worcestershire sauce.  
Serve immediately. 
Makes 1 ½ quarts. 

Ingredients: 
¼ c. diced salt pork 
2 T. butter 
½ c. diced onion 
½ c. diced celery 
2 T. flour 
½ tsp. dried thyme 
2 c. peeled and diced 

potatoes 
2 c. canned clam juice 
2 c. minced fresh or frozen 

clams (not canned) 
1 c. half & half 
Salt, pepper, hot sauce and 

Worcestershire sauce to 
taste 

Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to them 
in assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to our new Deacon 
Carolyn, to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to 
them and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable 

items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciat-

ed.  Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of 

the church.  Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 
 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than we 
ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said 
among the nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."     Psalm 126:2 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
Gospel Response King of Glory, King of Peace 
Offertory Rejoice, the Lord is King Tune: Darwell’s 148th 

Communion We Gather Together Tune: Kremser 
Closing Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“W e Gather Together,” is actually of Dutch origin and speaks of religious 
persecution that predates the first Thanksgiving.  The melody can be traced 

back to 1597.  It began as a folk song but was transformed into a hymn dealing with 
overcoming religious persecution on January 24, 1597.  That was the date of the Battle 
of Turnhout, in which Prince Maurice of Orange defeated the Spanish occupiers of a 
town in what is now the Netherlands.  At this point, the Dutch Protestants, who were 
prohibited from worshiping under the Spanish king, Phillip II, celebrated the victory by 
borrowing the familiar folk melody and giving it new words.  “We Gather Together” 
connoted a heretofore forbidden act - Dutch Protestants gathering together for worship.  
It first appeared in print in a 1626 collection of Dutch patriotic songs. 

How did this Dutch patriotic song get from a Dutch songbook to the American 
hymnbook?  Dutch settlers brought the hymn with them to the New World, as early as 
the 1620s.  Dutch Calvinists, like most Calvinists, rarely sang anything in their church 
services that was not directly from the Bible.  Indeed, they normally put the Psalms to 
music.  But in 1937, the Christian Reformed Church made the controversial decision to 
permit hymns to be sung at church and “We Gather 
Together” was chosen as the opening hymn of the hymnal.  
Furthermore, Theodore Baker, an American scholar 
studying in Leipzig, where the choirmaster had published an 
arrangement of the hymn, translated it into English in 1894 
as a thanksgiving “prayer” to be sung by a choir.  According 
to the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada, which 
maintains a database of popular hymns, “We Gather 
Together” first appeared in an American hymnal in 1903.  
Over the next three decades it appeared in an assortment of 
hymnals in the Northeast and the Midwest and in school 
songbooks.  In 1935 it was added to the national hymnal of 
the Methodist-Episcopal Church, then the largest 
denomination in the US. 

It is one of the most memorable of Thanksgiving hymns 
and fits with the American religious culture, for it ends with 
the fitting and uplifting conclusion, “O, Lord, make us free!” 

The freedom of which the hymn speaks can mean 
political freedom, with all rights and liberties that go with 
that freedom.  But it also can mean spiritual freedom; that is 
freedom from the bondage to sin and the freedom to now 
serve the risen Lord.  “O, Lord make us free!” 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 
10:30 Service 
This week’s set 
includes: 
Oh Our Lord – 
All Sons & 
Daughters 
King of Heaven – 
Paul Baloche 
Wonderful Maker 
– Chris Tomlin 
In Christ Alone – 
Stuart Townend/
Keith Getty 

T he Rector's Forum has begun a new course!  Running 

now through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley will 

lead a verse by verse study on the Gospel of Matthew.  Please join 

us in the Guild Room starting at 9:30 am each week for this 

exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k43ysxLzc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTNDNVV8ICg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z214hqpYYhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6lhX5P1cMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kPkjghup8E
open.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
open.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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Deacon Carolyn 

gives the 

“Gingerbread 

Village & Bazaar” 

a five cookie 

rating! 

†  Transforming StewardshipTransforming Stewardship 
 

“He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to 

the kingdom of his beloved Son...” Colossians 1:13 
 

I f we recognize Jesus as our King, then we must also recognize 

ourselves as His loyal subjects.  As members of God’s kingdom 

we have an abundance of wonderful blessings. But we also have 

responsibilities.  We must always use our gifts to help build up the 

kingdom.  We must never forget that we are truly blessed to be called 

to serve the Greatest of Kings. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

King and Savior 

 
 Jeremiah 23:1-6 

I n our opening lesson the Lord denounces the rulers who have so poorly shepherded 
the people Israel.  God will gather the flock together and give them new shepherds, 

especially a just ruler in the line of David.  Jeremiah prophesied during the year that 
Babylon was conquering his country, and while Judah’s last king Zedekiah (part of whose 
name meant righteousness) was ruling in Jerusalem.  God would now have to act as  
shepherd to this people and will finally fulfill Israel’s dream by raising up a wise and truly 
righteous ruler. 

 Canticle 16 (Luke 1:68-79 - The Song of Zechariah) 
A song of thanksgiving and prophecy.  The child will be called the 

prophet of the Most High and will make a way for the Lord. 
 Colossians 1:11-20 
In this reading Paul prays that the Colossians may be strengthened to 

meet whatever is to come, and he praises the Son as the visible likeness of 
the invisible God, through whom all things were created.  He is the head of 
his body, the church, and the source of its life.  There were some new 
disciples at Colossae who wished to worship Jesus as one of several lords.  
Paul insists that there can be no other divinities.  God’s full nature is in 
him.  He is before all things and is the unifying principle for all created life.  
Through him we have been brought out of darkness into his kingdom, and 
by his sacrifice alone God reconciles all things. 

 Luke 23:33-43 
In the gospel Jesus, as he hangs upon the cross, is mocked as the Christ and the King of 

the Jews.  To a thief crucified with him he promises Paradise.  The story forces us also to 
ask, “What kind of ruler is this?  What royal power does he have?  What sort of God would 
allow God’s chosen one to die like this?  Clearly the strength of God revealed in Christ is  
very different from the human understanding of kingship.  Jesus’ words to the thief are 
words of hope to all who die in every manner of circumstance. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

J oel Eidsness, our guest preacher, delivered a message 
encouraging Christ's followers from compassion to 

action.  To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow 
this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

“All scripture is God-

breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training 

in righteousness.”  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the Evangelist, Yalesville; Grace Church, Yantic. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Families, our church family, our own families, each others families. 
…..Jack Simmons, recovering from a mini-stroke. 
…..The health and well-being of all persons employed by the Episcopal Church. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Guernsey; the people of Brazil; and our sisters and brothers members of 
the Slovak Greek Catholic Church. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..For those in the Armed Forces of our country and for peace among 
nations. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..Tunisia, for outreach to the 14 unreached people groups, and pray for 
the establishment of more churches. 
…..Jonathan Wanzer, healing of his back. 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War; Yemen; Egypt; and Pakistan. 
…..David Palmer for continued healing. 
…..the victims of airplane accidents; and natural disasters. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Please pray for the Church in the Philippines and for all those affected 
by Super Typhoon Haiyan. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 

 
Luke 9:6  "So they set out and went from village to village, proclaiming 

the good news and healing people everywhere..”  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 
 
The Denan Project 
 
42 Worst Nativity Sets 

Did you know we had 371 “friends” on our 

Facebook page?  Are you one of them? 

Ancient Jerusalem Tunnel Discovered 

http://www.gov.gg/ccm/portal/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovak_Greek_Catholic_Church
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://thedenanproject.org/
http://whyismarko.com/2012/the-42-worst-nativity-sets/
http://www.israelvideonetwork.com/ancient-tunnel-discovered-right-outside-jerusalems-old-city
http://www.israelvideonetwork.com/ancient-tunnel-discovered-right-outside-jerusalems-old-city
http://whyismarko.com/2012/the-42-worst-nativity-sets/
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Sandy Chadwick, Mike Chengeri, Drew 
Crocker, 
Barbara 
DeAnzeris, 
Lynne Donnelly, 
Carolyn Legg, Lois 
Hunt, Bill Loring, 
Diane Loring, 
Heather Melody, 
Beth Miller, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, John Sarver, 
Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, & 
Don Winkley. 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

