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Transforming Transforming 
Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

December 5, 2013 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
† † †    In the Fear of the Lord There Is Strong ConfidenceIn the Fear of the Lord There Is Strong ConfidenceIn the Fear of the Lord There Is Strong Confidence   

 (Proverbs 14:26). 
 

Dear Friends, 

S elf-assurance, stemming from inward God-confidence, allows us to 
engage all that awaits us each day with a smile.  

For some, the day ahead can seem overwhelming.  
For others, how we are to live may appear 
unclear.  That is why God has rolled out endless 

promises through the Word, a light to enlighten our 
daily path (Psalm 119:105). 

Walking strong in God's love each moment is the way to live as 
followers of Christ, and the world around us takes notice as we 

rely upon that inner compass providing spiritual direction.  
We can act, as opposed to react, to the day's events, while 

pouring love into the lives of others without measure 
because this strength comes from God.  We have the 

full arsenal of God's power at our fingertips.  
May we use it to God's glory as we begin each 

day with the fortifying Word preparing us 
to walk in divine favor. 

Just as Christ's purpose was to "bring 
us to God" (1 Peter 3:18), I pray that we 

will direct someone today to the love of the 
Savior in thought, word and deed. 

Advent blessings, 

 

 

 

 
 

†  Happy St. Nicholas Day 
 

E ach year in Advent with the focus on Christmas, St. Nicholas 

Day, December 6th, somehow seems to sneak by us.  Very little 

is known about the life of Nicholas, except that he suffered torture and 

imprisonment during the persecution under the Emperor Diocletian.  It 

is possible that he was one of the bishops attending the First Ecumenical 

Council of Nicaea in 325.  He was honored as a saint in Constantinople 

in the sixth century by the Emperor Justinian.  His veneration became 

immensely popular in the West after the supposed removal of his body to Bari, Italy, in the 

late eleventh century.  In England almost 400 churches were dedicated to him. 

Nicholas is famed as the traditional patron of seafarers and sailors, and, more especially, 

of children.  As a bearer of gifts to children, his name was brought to America by the Dutch 

colonists in New York, from whom he is popularly known. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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  †  Service of Remembrance & Hope 
 

The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:5). 
 

T he people of God, even in the most difficult circumstances, show the strength of 

God through the resiliency of indomitable hope.  Throughout biblical history, God's 

elect have risen above the depravity of fallen humanity's self-destructive behavior and 

offered the word of truth.  This continues today as God reorients the world through the 

church like a lighthouse sending signals to wayward ships.  

A year ago, we experienced unspeakable tragedy in Sandy Hook.  For the one year 

anniversary, we will honor those lost, as well as commend the hope of God to the world with 

a special candlelight vigil.  A service of remembrance and restoration for all those we have 

lost, our Stephen Ministers will assist us as we hear God's word of promise, offer prayers 

and look ahead to the Light that ever shines in the darkness. 

Please join us on Saturday evening, December 14th, at 7:30pm. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 5 - 7:00 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 7 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   9:00 am - Barn Clean Up Party 

Sun, Dec 8 - Second Sunday of AdventSecond Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  2:00 pm - Brookfield Ecumenical Christmas Concert, St. Joseph’s 

  3:30 pm - Middle School Youth Group 

  4:30 pm - High School Youth Group 

  5:00 pm - Vespers 

Mon, Dec 9 - 7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Tue, Dec 10 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Wed, Dec 11 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Dec 12 - 12:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 14 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  10:00 am - Pageant Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

  12:00 pm - Greening of the Church 

  7:30 pm - Sandy Hook Service of Remembrance and Restoration 

Sun, Dec 15 - Third Sunday of AdventThird Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist & Christmas Pageant 

   12:00 pm - Advent Brunch 

  5:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols 
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† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 15th 
 

The annual Christmas Pageant will be held during the 10:30 am 

service on Sunday, December 15 followed by the Parish Advent 

Brunch.  All children are welcome and encouraged to participate in the 

Pageant!  Our one and only rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 

14th from 10:00 - 11:30 and we would love some adult helpers to get 

the children into their costumes and assist with crowd control.  We are 

also looking for food donations for the Advent Brunch.  If your last 

name starts with A-N, please bring your favorite dessert; M-Z, please 

bring sandwiches, finger foods, chips.  If you are available to 

volunteer with set-up or clean-up, please contact either Heather 

Melody or Lori O'Hara. 
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 3:14) 

 

“Growing God’s Kingdom” Campaign Update and Timeline 
 
As of this week: 
39% of our overall parish membership has committed to "Growing God's Kingdom" by 

turning in pledge envelopes.  That means we have 61% still to participate by turning in their 
pledge by December 31st at the latest. The excitement is building, and we need you to help 
complete this campaign. 

September 6 Campaign Begins-Brochures & Pledge Cards Mailed 
September 6 Quiet Phase Begins 
September 9 Commitments Received from Campaign Committee 
September 11 Presentation Made to Vestry for Vestry Participation 
October 6 Father Shepley commits $100,000 to Growing God's Kingdom 
October 15 Participation Level reaches 12% 
November 4 Phonathon begins to help attain 100% parish participation 
November 11 Participation Level reaches 25% 
December 31 Campaign Ends 
January 26 Celebration during Annual Meeting 

 

A CLEAN BARN IS A HAPPY BARN!!! 
  

Have you ever left something at St Paul’s and have no idea where it 
went? 

Are you looking for some really neat, one of a kind Christmas presents? 
Have you ever wondered what the inside of our barn looks like? 

  
Answer all these questions and more by joining the Property 

Committee on Saturday, December 7th at 9:00 for our “Clean out the 
Barn Party” 

  
If you are a member of a group that has property stored in the barn please 

coordinate with your fellow members and mark any items you would like saved 
ahead of time and then have at least one member of your group present 

at the party to ensure nothing of value is inadvertently disposed of. 
  

All are welcome, rain or shine, even if you come just to lend morale support. 
Contact any member of the Property Committee with specific questions. 

  
Don’t forget your work gloves and see you all on the 7th!! 
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I t’s that 
time of 

year 
again – 
time to 
celebrate 

the birth of our 
Savior, and a 
special time of 
giving to others. 

You or your 
ministry can help 
make Christmas 
merry for those less 
fortunate by serving 
at Jericho 
Partnership’s 
Christmas Dinner. 

Anyone interested 
can contact Pam 
Szen of St. Paul’s or 
Crystal Perkins at 
Jericho. 

Thank you! 

†  Our Daily Bread 
 

T he Our 
Daily Bread 

for December, 
January & February 
are now available at 
the back of the 
church.  Our Daily 
Bread contains a 
scripture verse and 
meditation for each day. 

†  Sword Points 
Christmas Party 

 

Will be held on 
Wednesday night December 
18 at the church.  If you have ever 
contributed to or read Sword Points, or 
if you just like a party, you’re invited.  
Potluck.  Starts when you get there, 
ends when the last person leaves. 

Sword  Points 
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†  Simplicity as a Path for a Joyful Christmas 
by Demi Prentiss 

 

T hat is to say, finding our way home to a simpler way of life is hard.  Much easier is 
returning there once we’ve discovered the peace of living an authentic life, simply 

being who and what God has created us to be.  The joyful wholeness we discover in 
simplicity gives us courage to keep returning, despite being drawn away over and over again 
by the temptations of consumerism, distraction, 
competitiveness, insecurity, and a host of other fear-
driven behaviors. 

The season of Advent calls us to claim a counter-
cultural life pattern of simplicity, recognizing 
“Emmanuel” -  God is with us.  The scandal of Christ’s 
incarnation - God’s outrageous choice to take on the 
flesh of a first-century Jewish peasant - reminds us that 
God chose a life of deep simplicity, lived on the 
margins.  Sometimes that choice, to live simply, means 
that we too find ourselves on the margins.  The 
Christmas celebrations I remember most fondly are 
those when my family had chosen a simpler path - 
giving homemade gifts, or waiting until Epiphany to 
exchange gifts among the family, or spending Christmas 
Day serving free chicken-fried steaks to the lonely, displaced, and homeless.  None of those 
were mainstream choices. 

Simplifying our Christmas customs requires intentionality, mutual support and 
collaboration, and patient incrementalism.  Trying out one or two small, achievable shifts in 
behavior as a family project can become a holiday custom.  The conversations that prepare 
for and implement those changes can be transformational in themselves, helping each family 
member claim most-treasured memories and let go of things that are less meaningful.  
Exploring boundaries and making new customs together can bring the joy of shared 
experiments and new discoveries. 

In the book, My Grandfather’s Blessings, Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen recalls hearing the 
story of the Israelites crossing the Red Sea, told by her grandfather, a rabbi.  He explained 
why the people were fearful, saying, “The choice people have to make is never between 
slavery and freedom.  We will always have to choose between slavery and the unknown.” 
The freedom of leaving behind the frantic routines of Christmas preparations can be 
unnerving and may seem impossible.  The good news is, as Remen’s grandfather gently told 
her, “Whenever anyone moves toward freedom, God Himself is there.”  A transformative 
Christmas discovery! 

What liberation awaits you in the manger?  Are you ready to begin exploring your 
deliverance?  The internet is full of suggestions: start with Googling “simpler Christmas.” 

Here are some other good sites: 

Unplug the Christmas Machine 
http://www.gobookee.org/unplug-the-christmas-machine/ 
 

Family Traditions: What Children Really Want for Christmas 
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/family-traditions-what-children-really-want-for-

christmas/ 
 

Simplify the Holidays 
http://www.newdream.org/programs/beyond-consumerism/simplify-

holidays 
 

Whose Birthday Is It, Anyway? 
http://simpleliving.startlogic.com/SLW-PODCAST/?p=233 
 

Christian Simple Living 
http://www.christiansimpleliving.org/ 
 

Demi Prentiss is the Ministry Developer & 
Stewardship Officer in The Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth.  

http://www.gobookee.org/unplug-the-christmas-machine/
http://www.gobookee.org/unplug-the-christmas-machine/
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/family-traditions-what-children-really-want-for-christmas/
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/family-traditions-what-children-really-want-for-christmas/
http://www.thesimpledollar.com/family-traditions-what-children-really-want-for-christmas/
http://www.newdream.org/programs/beyond-consumerism/simplify-holidays
http://www.newdream.org/programs/beyond-consumerism/simplify-holidays
http://www.newdream.org/programs/beyond-consumerism/simplify-holidays
http://simpleliving.startlogic.com/SLW-PODCAST/?p=233
http://www.christiansimpleliving.org/
http://www.christiansimpleliving.org/
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†  Pilgrimage as Stewardship 
By JR Lander 

 

I 'm preparing to leave on a Pilgrimage to the Land of the Holy One (Israel and the 

Palestinian Territories).  I've been blessed to lead 

now four such journeys.  This will be my first for adults, 

as the other three have all been for youth.  But as I lead 

more such trips, I'm increasingly aware of how these are 

really about stewardship. 

Pilgrimage has long been a part of our Christian 

tradition.  Pilgrimages to Jerusalem, Santiago de 

Compostela, Canterbury, Rome, Athens, Iona, and many 

other places have been undertaken by the faithful since 

the earliest years of our faith.  Other religions also have traditions of sacred journeys.  Our 

Muslim brothers and sisters are expected, if financially possible, to go on pilgrimage to 

Mecca at least once in their lives. 

 Pilgrimages are transformative journeys.  They broaden our 

understanding of our world, deepen our knowledge of 

ourselves, and allow us to grow closer to God.  Through 

growing our connectedness to Christians who have gone before 

us, and to the remarkable stories of our faith, we become more 

aware of God at work in the world and God at work in Jesus 

Christ.  Through a spiritual journey away from the familiarity 

of home, we are able to see the abundant blessings in the world 

around us.  Through relationships formed with strangers 

around the world, we grow as the Body of Christ and in our 

ability to help bring about a glimpse of God's Kingdom. 

 If you have not had the joy of joining a pilgrimage, do so!  

A pilgrimage doesn't have to be half way around the world. 

 Spiritual journeys can be closer to home.  But I believe that 

the reason so many faith traditions have forms of pilgrimage is 

because of a common wisdom that these journeys are 

important in facilitating our faith, our awareness of our selves, 

and our connectedness to the divine. 

Plans are being finalized for another Holy Land pilgrimage 

on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Fr. Joe will be joining us.  Click 

here for more info and details.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://www.tens.org/blog?authorID=15
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Coffee Hour Hosts 
 

W e are still seeking hosts for both coffee hours, but especially for after the 

8 am service.  If you are interested, please call Mary Allen at 203-775-

6633 or send a note to Chamla@charter.net.  You would only have to host two or 

three times a year.  Please consider joining this worthwhile ministry.  Thanks! 

†  God of the City 
 

T he Jericho Partnership 5th Annual Gala had a record turnout of area Christians 
gathered at the Amber Room in Danbury.  Several 

parishioners from St. Paul’s were in attendance. 
After the invocation, Mayor Mark Boughton spoke about 

his personal relationship with Jesus and how we can all help 
lead people to Christ by caring for them.  A simple act is more 
powerful than any law by our showing the light to people every 
day; this is how we can transform lives in the city. 

After a few very powerful testimonies from people directly 
impacted by Jericho, Peter Scalzo introduced the evening’s 
Good Samaritan Award recipient and keynote speaker, Luis 
Palau.  Palau was last in Danbury in 2001 where he attracted 
thousands of people to his Evangelist Festival in Danbury.  He 
has preached to over one billion people with live audiences of up to 30 million in 75 
countries. 

Palau’s  Portland, Oregon ministry, CityServe, mirrors Jericho’s model of transforming 
the city.  Like Jericho, CityServe integrates local churches and cultural leaders who exercise 
their faith and influence every sector of society.  It has been a revolutionary ministry, 
building bridges to help societal needs. 

Palau highlighted several Bible passages repeatedly during his talk, especially: 
Matthew 5:13-16 – “You are the salt of the Earth”; “You are the light of the world”, 

“Let your light so shine before men.”  These verses all apply to Jericho. Just imagine what 1 
person can do who is committed to Christ.  Then imagine how much can be accomplished if 
we work together to give hope to people.  We are better together and cannot forget that to 
follow Jesus is to serve people. And God is calling the city back to Him with love and the 
love is spreading.  There is no one like God; He is the only One in the business of changing 
lives. 

And from Jeremiah 29:7 – “Seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 
into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper.” 
 One of the evening’s testimonies was from a man 
who said, “All my life I was looking for a family”.  
Well, the best family is Jesus Christ.  There is no one 
like you God. 
 The Luis Palau team is planning a Festival in 
New York in 2015.  For more 

†  Where We Went to Church Last Sunday 
 

W hile travelling for the Thanksgiving holiday and our niece’s 
birthday celebration, the O’Connors family had a chance to 

worship with the good folks at Southshore Community Church in 
Brockton, MA.  A member of the Christian Missionary Alliance, the 
service started with an extended time of worship followed by a 
sermon about our debts being paid in full, by Christ crucified and 
how the power of the Holy Spirit working in us produces the fruits of 
the spirit.  - Patrick 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Church Bells IV 
 

T o (really)* conclude this series let us look at some other forms of church related bell-
ringing. 

Russia developed a rich tradition of ringing that is written into the finale of 
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture: the plans for the premiere performance (which never did take 
place, due in part to the assassination of the Tsar) called for the pealing of all the bells in 
central Moscow along with the famous firing of 16 cannons.†  Russian bells are not hung for 
swinging but are rung with a rope attached to the clapper, and also fastened at the other end 
so that the ringer strikes the bell rope to swing the clapper and sound the bell.  In this 
situation a peal (zvon) is rung by playing the bells rhythmically.‡  Before major services a 
single large bell is rung twelve times - called Blagovest (Good News) - at a fairly long 
interval (the ringer is directed to read Psalm 119, ringing once after each 16 verses); on 
other occasions a zvon (usually omitting the 
one or two largest bells) is rung instead.  Other 
types of peals are used in Holy Week and at 
weddings.  Chain pealing and tolling (fast or 
slow ringing of the bells in order) are also 
used, the former in Holy Week and at the 
blessing of water (with repetitions in this case) 
and the latter at funerals. 

 The Central European 
(also widely used in Italy) 
system uses swinging 
bells, usually mounted on 
wheels as in the English 
system, but a counterweight on the top of the bell limits the range of 
the swing to about 160˚.  Spanish system bells, like English ones, 
swing full circle, but are differently balanced 
and are hung so that they can swing in 
continuous circles, rather than reversing 
direction each time they are sounded. 
 In the area of Verona another variant is 

common.  Here too the bells are hung on wheels and swing full 
circle, reversing each time.  Unlike English bells, they are not rung 
continuously; instead the ringers stop and hold their bells after 
each stroke, so that tunes and chords can be rung.  This can be 
quite demanding on the ringers and heavier bells often require two 
or three persons to control them, and since there is no preset 
method a conductor calls out the bells to be rung.  This clip gives a 
sample of the ringing method, and the conductor can be heard 
clearly in the background.  As you can see it is a particularly 
strenuous form of exercise. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

___________________________ 
* When I suggested that last week’s contribution would be the conclusion I 
misspoke; and then forgot to correct myself when I did realize I hadn’t finished – 
my apologies. 
† Wikipedia, sv. 1812 Overture. 

‡ Blagovest bells, a California supplier 
of Russian style bells, has an extensive 
online discussion of Russian ringing 
including some sound clips illustrating 
various styles.  I have noted some of 
the more important ones here. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  
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So easy even a cat can ring! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTEf_caCa2M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1M9BqLZJgg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1812_Overture
http://www.russianbells.com/ringing/zvontypes.html
http://www.russianbells.com/zvons/zvon-index.html
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Prepare the Way, O Zion 
Gospel Response Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
Offertory There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying  
Closing Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 
 

O ne of nine children, James 
Lewis Milligan emigrated 

from England in 1911, and became a 
lay minister traveling a Methodist 
circuit in Actinolite, Ontario, 
Canada, for two years.  He then 
became an editor of the 
Peterborough Review, joined The 
Globe and Mail as military 
correspondent at Camp Borden in 
1914, and later became an editorial 
writer.  In 1922, he left to do public 

relations for the Church Union campaign.  In 1925, he 
joined the Mail and Empire staff, doing special writing, and 
later did public relations work for the Ontario Department 
of Mines for eight years.  His last newspaper job was as 
editor of the Stratford Beacon-Herald, from which he 
retired in 1937. During his life, he was also commissioned 
by Lady Eaton to write poems for her Christmas cards for a 
number of years, and was a speech writer for Mackenzie 
King.  

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 
10:30 Service 
This week’s set 
includes: 
Holy is the Lord 
– Chris Tomlin 
God With Us – 
All Sons & 
Daughters 
Love Came 
Down – Brian 
Johnson 
You’re Beautiful 
– Phil Wickham 

T he Rector's Forum has begun a new course!  Running now 

through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley will lead a 

verse by verse study on the Gospel of Matthew.  Please join us in 

the Guild Room starting at 9:30 am each week for this exploration 

of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

Giving is as essential to our spiritual health as prayer and the reading of 
God’s Word.  It is an outlet for thanksgiving, a tangible hymn of praise, 
and the inevitable gesture of a loving heart 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are 
financially struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, there will 

be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached listing items requested 
by the families.  If you would like to bring some extra joy to the families, please 
take a tag or two from the tree. 

 The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to 
church by Sunday, December 15th, with the tag attached (most important).  
Please keep the maximum limit of $30 per gift.  Thank you in advance for 
showering Christmas blessings on the families. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8Ui9IG2lC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzkYm0kErhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaNiwIYFHWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7ZkJ1nOgoc
open.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
open.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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Click for more info. 

†  Alpha is Coming! 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30pm for 

the January 4th celebration dinner for Alpha alumni and all newcomers 

and January 11– March 22nd for the rest of the Alpha Evenings. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact Tara 

with questions.  Tbshepley@gmail.com  

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

J anet Franklin, Mary Ellen Healey & Tara Shepley celebrate Sunday!  

Monday is the big day for Brandon Smalls.  Joe Bernardo will be 

expecting your card on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you!  

†  Without Reservation 
 
“Christ accepted you, so you should accept each other, which will bring glory to God.” 

Romans 15:7 NCV 
 

T he church in Rome was divided.  People were accepting certain religious customs 
and truths about God but rejecting others.  They were doing the same to the people 

who followed them.  Their condescending attitudes were out of line with God’s purpose and 
perspective.  That truth is as valid today as it was almost two thousand years ago. 

Jesus accepted everyone without reservation.  He knew everyone inside and out - he 
knew the good, the bad, and everything in between.  He accepted you long before you 
noticed him, even if you rejected him, and solely because he loves you unconditionally.  
This example of constant, unshakable love is what Christ-like acceptance really looks like. 

As you grow more intimate with the One who has fully accepted you, it becomes easier 
to accept those around you, even those whose actions, attitudes, and beliefs do not line up 
with your own.  You may not condone what they do or agree with what they believe, but 
you can still receive them with open arms, which is what the Greek word for accept really 
means.  Being honest, authentic, and accepting in your love, even of people who 
misunderstand or reject you, helps them see what God’s 
love is like.  It gives them a real life picture of how Jesus 
related to others - and ultimately relates to them. When 
you accept others, it pleases God, as well as reveals him.  
It’s like giving God a thank you gift for how he’s 
wholeheartedly accepted you. 

 
 Pray for anyone you have 
difficulty accepting.  Ask God 
to reveal any fear, anger, or 
jealously on your part.  Then 
ask God to help you 
understand how he feels 
about the one you’re praying 
for. 

Being honest, authentic, and accepting 

in your love, even of people who 

misunderstand or reject you, helps 

them see what God’s love is like. 

†  Salvation Army Kettles 

S t. Paul’s Parish has been an ardent participant with the Salvation Ar-
my for over 25 years.  Through 

our town wide efforts, every church, for 
one weekend, hosts a “Kettle & Bell” to 
collect donations for the Army.  The 
Social Services Department in our 
Town, vets those who have “critical 
and urgent needs” that cannot be met 
through their regular funding.  All 
funds administered are clearly identi-
fied as coming from the Christian Sal-
vation Army. 

St. Paul’s can be proud of our contributions and mission to meet the 
worldwide and local needs of the Salvation Army. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOhAnuPtduU
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†  Gingerbread 

 

Directions: 
Mix all well at medium speed.  Cover and refrigerate 1 hour.  Roll out on floured 

surface and 
cut into 
desired 
shapes.  Bake 
at 350°. 
 
Frosting: 
1 ½ c 
confectioner’s 
sugar 
Butter 
Milk 
Currants if 
desired 

Ingredients: 
2 ¼ c all purpose flour 
½ c sugar 
½ c shortening (butter or 

margarine) 
½ c light molasses (or 

dark molasses) 
1 egg 
1 ½ tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. double acting 

baking power 
1 tsp. ginger 
1 tsp. cloves 
½ tsp. nutmeg 
½ tsp. soda 

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember loved 

ones or friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in 

the church.  All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  The deadline 

for all memorials is Sunday, December 15th.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or mail to: gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each Month 
in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and comfort, a blessing 
to our spirit, heart and soul as we deal with our grief.  

 

Please Join Us! 

 

A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

“For you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body 

and in your spirit which are God’s.”       1 Corinthians 6:20 - Foundation Scripture 

Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

Classes Starting at St. Paul’s 

January 4th – February 15th 

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall or email Mary  

for more information or questions 

 

Great for Men and Women - All fit-

ness types will experience benefits 

of PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

December 5th 
 

Clement of Alexandria 
Priest, c. 210 

 

C lement was born in the middle of the second century.  He was a cultured Greek 
philosopher who sought truth in many schools until he met Pantheons, founder of 

the Christian Catechetical School at Alexandria in Egypt.  Clement succeeded Pantheons as 
head of that school in about 190, and was for many years an apologist for the Christian faith 
to both pagans and Christians.  His learning and allegorical exegesis of the Bible helped to 

commend Christianity to the intellectual circles of Alexandria.  His work 
prepared the way for his pupil Origen, the most eminent theologian of 
early Greek Christianity, and his liberal approach to secular knowledge 
laid the foundations of Christian humanism.  During the persecution 
under the Emperor Severus in 202, he fled Alexandria.  The exact time 
and place of his death are unknown. 
 Clement lived in the age of “Gnosticism,” a comprehensive term for 
many theories or ways of salvation current in the second and third 
centuries, all emphasizing “Gnosis” or “knowledge.”  Salvation, for 
Gnostics, was to be had through a secret and rather esoteric knowledge 
accessible only to a few.  It was salvation from the world, rather than 
salvation of the world.  Clement asserted that there was a true Christian 
Gnosis, to be found in the Scriptures, available to all.  Although his 
understanding of this Christian knowledge - ultimately knowledge of 
Christ - incorporated several notions of Greek philosophy which the 
Gnostics also held, Clement dissented from the negative Gnostic view of 

the world and its denial of the role of free will. 
What Rich Man Will Be Saved? was the title of a treatise by Clement on Mark 10:17–31, 

and the Lord’s words, “Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven.”  His interpretation sanctioned the “right use” of material goods and 
wealth.  It has been contrasted to the interpretation of Athanasius in his Life of Antony, 
which emphasized strict renunciation.  Both interpretations can be found in early Christian 
spirituality: Clement’s, called “liberal,” and that of Athanasius, “literal.” 

Among Clement’s writings are the hymns, “Sunset to sunrise changes now” and “Master 
of eager youth.” 

†  Advent / Christmas Calendar 

Sun, Dec 8 - Second Sunday of AdventSecond Sunday of Advent 
  2:00 pm - Brookfield Ecumenical Christmas Concert, St. Joseph’s 

Mon, Dec 9 - 7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 14 - 10:00 am - Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

   12:00 pm - Greening of the Church, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 15 - Third Sunday of AdventThird Sunday of Advent 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Worship & Christmas Pageant 

  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch, Parish Hall 

  5:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols 

Sun, Dec 22 - Fourth Sunday of AdventFourth Sunday of Advent  
  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 

Tue, Dec 24 - Christmas EveChristmas Eve 
  5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service 

  9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Wed, Dec 25 - Christmas DayChristmas Day 
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†  Quilters’ Quilt 

Raffle Tickets on 

Sale Sunday 

What a quilt!  This is the 

quilt that is being raffled 

off for the Youth Group 

summer mission trip.  $5 

each or 5 tickets for $20. 

On sale during coffee 

hour on Sunday. 
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†  Greening of the Church 

 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the 

Church" on Saturday, December 14, at 

noon.  Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 

Christmas cookies, egg nog and fellowship as 

we listen to Christmas music and share in 

this traditional time of decorating the 

church.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 

†  The Hearts to Hands Ministry: We Need Your Help  
 

W e have people in our church family that have 
desperate, immediate needs for things like 

temporary housing, short-term transportation and financial 
assistance, and our ongoing prayer is that God would use the 
generosity of his people, right here at our church, to meet 
those needs. 

Hearts to Hands Ministry's main purpose is to 
confidentially assist members of our church family during an 
emergency crisis.  We do this by asking fellow members of 
the congregation to prayerfully consider helping a 
parishioner in need by offering an investment of their time or 
a financial contribution.  

This coming Sunday, we will have a table set up 
downstairs for all those willing and able to sign-up for 
potential opportunities to help someone else in need.  When 
an immediate need arises, we will contact those parishioners 
who have offered to help in a specific area to arrange and 
coordinate a short-term plan to meet the need 
presented.  Please also come to see us if you find yourself in 
an emergency crisis. Please prayerfully consider how God 
would like to use you to support this new ministry 
opportunity at St. Paul's.  See you on Sunday! 

Contact us: Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 or Nicole 
O'Connors 860-788-2995. 

†  Sock It to ‘Em! 
 

W e continue to collect socks for the men’s homeless shel-
ter throughout the winter months.  Thanks to everyone 

who has already placed donations in the big bins in the Parish 
Hall.  This will be ongoing.  So, if you would still like to make a 
donation, please do so.  Many blessings to you all as we bless 
those less fortunate. 

 

 

Volunteers Needed to Cook And Serve Breakfast 
One Sunday A Month For The Homeless 

 

J ericho Partnerships, Christian Community Outreach Ministries 
needs replacements for Bob and Elsa Cutting on the first 

Sunday each month.  Call the Cuttings for details: 203 778-2672. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-

perishable items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable 

items are provided by our generous congregation and are truly appreciat-

ed.  Donations for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of 

the church.  Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, December 29th 
in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2013.  Checks that are placed in the 
church offering on the first or subsequent Sundays in 2014 will not qualify for a charitable 
contribution for 2013, even if the check is predated to 2013 or actually written in 2013. 
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Deacon Carolyn 

gives the 

“Gingerbread 

Village & Bazaar” 

a five cookie 

rating! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will 

be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

Matthew 3:10 
 

D o you bear good fruit for Christ?  Or do you spend 

your time, talent and treasure constantly acquiring 

more toys, clutter and junk.  As we are immersed in the 

Holiday shopping season now might be a good time to 

evaluate what gifts do we give to God? 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Coming Kingdom 

 

 Isaiah 11:1-10 

I n our lesson from the Hebrew Bible the prophet foresees a time when God will bring 
forth a righteous judge and a new spirit of peace in the world.  The 

wise and faithful judge will come from the stump of Jesse - that is, from the 
line of the great King David, whose father was Jesse.  The Spirit of the Lord 
will be his as he defends the humble and slays the wicked.  The new age of 
peace will extend even to the animal kingdom. 

 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate justice and 

righteousness, and that his reign may extend over all nations and throughout 
all generations. 

 Romans 15:4-13 
In this reading Paul points to several passages from the Hebrew 

scriptures to show how God’s promise that the Gentile peoples should come 
to praise God was being fulfilled.  The new Roman converts, whom Paul 
hopes soon to visit, are urged to live in harmony and to recognize the 
manner in which Christ’s ministry has brought these prophecies to fruition.  
He is the root of Jesse, that is, the promised son of David, on whom their 
hope is to be set. 

 Matthew 3:1-12 
Our gospel lesson tells of the ministry of John the Baptist, his message of 

repentance and his prophecy of the mighty one to come.  John himself is the 
messenger of preparation foretold by Isaiah.  He baptizes with water those who confess their 
sins and wish to change their ways, but he chastises those who do not show the fruits of 
repentance.  Soon come the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with refining fire. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

A wake.  Lay aside.  Put on.  Fr. Shepley’s 1st Sunday of Advent sermon 

spells out the steps to take in preparation for the coming of Christ.  To replay all 
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Romans 15:4 
Whatever was 

written in former days 

was written for our 

instruction, so that 

by steadfastness and 

by the 

encouragement of 

the scriptures we 

might have hope.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..Christ Church, Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ Church, Bethlehem; Old St. 
Andrew’s, Bloomfield. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Jack Simmons, recovering from a mini-stroke. 
…..The Bishops’ Fund for Children; all ministries for children at risk. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of American Samoa; the people of Colombia; and our 
sisters and brothers members of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church . 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Donna Cennamo, healing of double Pneumonia. . 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..Turkmenistan, that strong church fellowships will be established throughout 
Turkmenistan. 
…..Jonathan Wanzer, healing of his back. 
…..peace in Syrian Civil War; Yemen; Egypt; and Pakistan. 
…..David Palmer for healing from recent triple hernia surgery. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Please continue to pray for the Church in the Philippines and for all those affected by 
Super Typhoon Haiyan. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Carrie Amos of the Jericho Partnership, healing from cancer surgery. 
…..Daniel, his studies and his search for a ministry. 
…..Ann Helen, healing of cancer. 

 

Luke 4:40 "When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
diseases and laying his hands on each one, he healed them."  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-episcopal-church-bethany-ct
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-bethlehem-ct
http://www.oldstandrews.net/
http://www.oldstandrews.net/
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/Content/Bishopand_39_s_Fund_for_Children.asp
http://americansamoa.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syro-Malabar%20Catholic%20Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkmenistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_Haiyan
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/0hnMA0bQcEfZLZvwOewWju
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/0hnMA0bQcEfZLZvwOewWju
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcravEG2ATE
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Click on picture to enjoy the Winter Harp Ensemble compliments of Sandy Chadwick. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Mary Allen, Sandy Chadwick, Mike Chengeri, 
Drew 
Crocker, 
Lynne 
Donnelly, Carolyn 
Legg, Bill Loring, 
Diane Loring, 
Heather Melody, 
Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda Pendergast, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe Shepley, 
Tara Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
Don Winkley & 
Gail Winkley. 

What’s 
your 

manger 
look like? 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgcTKehpGcQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sO3InyiIjw
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sO3InyiIjw

