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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   

†  Guest Preacher Rich Rardin 
 

O ur guest preacher this Sunday at 8 am is Rich Rardin.  Rich 
is President of BenchStrength Development, an executive 

coaching and leadership consulting business, and founder of the 
Center for Leadership and Spiritual Formation, a resource for 
pastors and churches.  He serves as a teacher, elder and former 
chairman of the elder board for Walnut Hill Community Church in 
Bethel.  He has lived in Sandy Hook for the past 25 years with his 
wife, Jan, and their two children.  He has authored, The Servant's 
Guide to Leadership, Beyond First Principles, a call to the church to 
commit to a biblical model of leading.  He coaches pastors, mission 
executives, and church leadership teams, as well as Fortune 500 
business leaders across the country.  Occasionally he can be found 
either fly fishing on the Housatonic River, biking with Jan, playing golf with son Eric, or 
watching football with daughter Jessica.  Fr. Joe and Rich have become friends in addition 
to being colleagues and we are delighted to welcome him to St. Paul’s.  

†  “Let Every Heart Prepare a Throne, 
and Every Voice a Song.” 

 

H ow are your Advent preparations going?  Are you ready for Christmas?  Has your 
heart prepared a throne?  And your voice a song? 

Here’s several ways you can start this weekend.  Help us with the “Greening of the 
Church” on Saturday at noon.  Reflect on the Light of God at our service of Remembrance 

and Hope on Saturday evening at 7:30.  Support 
our Church School youth at their pageant on 
Sunday and attend the Advent Brunch that 
follows.  And participate in our Lessons and 
Carols service on Sunday afternoon at 5 pm. 

Hark!  The glad sound! 
   The Saviour comes. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity (1 Timothy 4:12). 

 

Candlelight Service Homily at Phillips Chapel 

Delivered December 8th, 2013 

By Joe Shepley, Chapel Steward of Phillips Exeter Academy 

 

L ately I’ve been wondering what my role in the world is.  What 
is my purpose?  I’ll admit, when I arrived at Exeter, I imagined 

my goal was to procure as much status and wealth as I could.  
Whenever I observed someone with an Exeter education devoting their 

life to service, and not using their talents to gain fame 
or riches, I told myself that life wasn’t for me. 
However, my viewpoint totally changed as I matured, considered my role as 
a Christian and actually started to serve others. 
 Some people define success as wealth or fame; some people such as our 
last assembly speaker define it as doing whatever makes that person happy.  
But to take it a step further, success as a Christian, I believe, is realized by 
doing what God wants you to do.  Looking at the words of Jesus, how he 
spent his life, and how he defined success, Jesus says in Matthew, “Whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be first must be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
 Jesus seems to be saying that the activity that matters and will make me 
successful in His eyes is serving my neighbor.  The last will be first in 
heaven, so as a Christian one of the most significant things I can do is devote 
myself to service. 
 I also realized that no amount of material possessions that I procure on 
earth can come with me after death nor does it matter what I owned in the 
temporal world.  Our 90 or so year lifespan on earth is absolutely nothing 
compared to the rest of the existence of time.  So then, what can I 

accomplish on earth that actually will matter in the grand scheme of things?  What is the 
point of doing anything at all if not to prepare myself for the next life? 

Of course, these are questions that I alone cannot answer.  I’m still on my journey of 
figuring out what God wants for me to do on earth, but one of the paths that I’ve explored at 
Exeter is service to my fellow classmates 
and those who are not part of our boarding 
school world. 

With the mindset that one of the most 
meaningful things I can do is serve, I have 
discovered new enjoyment and fulfillment 
in that.  I find myself more willing to 
perform simple acts of service such as 
picking up people’s strewn swimming 
equipment after practice or allowing others 
to get food before me in line.  This mindset 
also has translated into more significant 
acts such as serving you all as a church 
steward every week or spending time to 
organize and participate in Best Buddies. 

Knowing that whatever I do for the least, I do for Christ, I am motivated to serve and do 
it joyfully.  Not only am I achieving success in God’s eyes when I commit myself to others, 
but I see the fruits and rewards when I witness the smile on my buddy Petey after he makes 
a basket in Best Buddies, or when I get to hug one of you at church. 

Nothing material that I gain will last or matter, and by my senior year I’ve finally truly 
appreciated the value of service in the greater sense of how it will bless me in heaven, and 
how it blesses others on earth.  That makes serving others one of the most worthy things I 
can do. 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

We are a mission post to youth.  
We don't just minister to youth, they 
minister to us.  As we create space for 
them to share their gifts, the Spirit 
blesses the church.  For my weekly 
column this week, I am going to do 
just that: step aside and create space 
for a youth that you will recognize, 
and who happens to be my son, 
Joseph. 

Without any further ado, what 
follows is a homily he offered to over 
one hundred people in his boarding 
school chapel last Sunday evening. 
 

Advent peace, 
 

Fr. Joe 
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Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
(Philippians 3:14) 

 

“Growing God’s Kingdom” - An Update 

 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

W e are now two weeks away from wrapping up our capital campaign.  Many 
commitments have come in, and for those who have pledged and given gifts, I 

thank you for your dedication to our parish and its strong future.  It truly means a lot to me 
as your Rector that you have joined us in making sacrifices for God's Kingdom in our midst, 
and the fact that we never used an outside consultant, but rather pulled this off ourselves, 
means we will reap even more benefits from what we give.  Further down the road, when we 
announce our total, I will show you how much we saved by not having to pay for a 
professional fundraiser. 

I represent a private foundation poised to offer a substantial gift to the parish if we can 
demonstrate a minimum of 80% participation.  As I write, we are at 43%.  We sent a second 
mailing out to those who have yet to pledge in an effort to achieve the 80% threshold that 
will suddenly thrust us into a new level of blessing.  Please prayerfully consider pledging if you 
have yet to do so.  And again, it is not the amount that is vital, it is the participation itself at 
any level.  Let's not miss this moment of opportunity! 

 

In Faith, Hope and Love, 
 

Fr. Joe 

 †  Service of Remembrance & Hope 
 

The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:5). 
 

T he people of God, even in the most difficult circumstances, show the strength of 

God through the resiliency of indomitable hope.  Throughout biblical history, God's 

elect have risen above the depravity of fallen humanity's self-destructive behavior and 

offered the word of truth.  This continues today as God reorients the world through the 

church like a lighthouse sending signals to wayward ships.  

A year ago, we experienced unspeakable tragedy in Sandy Hook.  For the one year 

anniversary, we will honor those lost, as well as commend the hope of God to the world with 

a special candlelight vigil.  A service of remembrance and restoration for all those we have 

lost, our Stephen Ministers will assist us as we hear God's word of promise, offer prayers 

and look ahead to the Light that ever shines in the darkness. 

Please join us on Saturday evening, December 14th, at 7:30pm. 
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† The Christmas Pageant 
 

T he annual Christmas Pageant will be held 

during the 10:30 am service this Sunday, 

December 15 followed by the Parish Advent 

Brunch.  All children are welcome and 

encouraged to participate in the Pageant!  The 

one and only rehearsal will be this Saturday, 

December 14th from 10:00 - 11:30 and we 

would love some adult helpers to get the 

children into their costumes and assist with 

crowd control.  We are also looking for food 

donations for the Advent Brunch.  If your last 

name starts with A-N, please bring your favorite 

dessert; M-Z, please bring sandwiches, finger 

foods, chips.  If you are available to volunteer 

with set-up or clean-up, please contact either 

Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 12 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 14 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

  10:00 am - Pageant Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

  10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

  12:00 pm - Greening of the Church 

  7:30 pm - Sandy Hook Service of Remembrance and Restoration 

Sun, Dec 15 - Third Sunday of AdventThird Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist & Christmas Pageant 

   12:00 pm - Advent Brunch 

   2:00 pm - Combined M.S. & H.S. Youth Group 

  5:00 pm -Festival of Lessons & Carols 

Mon, Dec 16 - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Dec 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room 

Wed, Dec 18 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Sword Points Christmas Party, Guild Room 

Thu, Dec 19 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team Meeting, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 21 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Dec 22 - Fourth Sunday of AdventFourth Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 
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†  Where We Went to Church 
Last Sunday 

 

A  few of our Sunday School teachers were 
missing last week, but our photographer 

tracked them down at Trinity Church in NYC. 
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So Pick Up Your Wreath Already! 
Have you picked yours up? 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported our very successful 

wreath sale this year!  You’ve 

helped raise some funds for our 

Youth Mission Trip to 

Washington, DC next summer! 

There are still a few wreaths left 

at the church which are already 

purchased, but awaiting to be taken 

to their new home! 

Please pick your wreath up by 

this Sunday. 
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†  Why Faith Is Still Alive 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 

 

P eople who don’t know better think believing in God is just about rules, regulations, 
and religious behavior.  If this was true, I’d be the first to quit.  I am not drawn to 

religiousness.  I am drawn to God.  And not to a statue somewhere.  But to the Living God: 
personal, relational, active. 

Christian faith is not about keeping alive a bunch of rituals 
and commemorating a fairy tale.  Christian faith is celebrating 
the freedom we receive by grace through faith in Christ.  
Christian faith is being free to love because we’ve been loved 
first. 

When you’ve been encountered by the Living God, you 
will never look at a church building the same way.  When 
you’ve been embraced by God’s robust grace, you will never 
mistake faith for religiousness.  When you’ve been set free, 
you will never want to be tied down again. 

Because we are free to be authentic.  No more pretending, 
faking, or plotting.  Because we don’t have to be perfect.  God 
loves us no matter of what.  Because we don’t have to perform 
or prove ourselves…it is already finished.  We can’t add 
anything on grace.  And grace is plenty more than we ever 
need. 

God wants our authentic hearts, not our fake performances.  
God will not leave us as he found us, though.  He (not self-
help) will change us inside out.  He will make us holy like he 
is.  Not to make us pious.  That’s not the point.  But because 
God cares. 

 

God wants what’s best for us. 
God wants us to stay on the course until the end. 

God wants us to steadily live in hope. 
 

And God has not left us alone in the world.  Sure, the Holy Spirit lives in us and helps us 
along the way.  But God has also gifted us with saints.  Some have already been released to 
heaven, some are sharing the pilgrimage with us.  God cares right down to the last detail. 

 

Take the old prophets as your mentors. They put up with anything, went through 
everything, and never once quit, all the time honoring God. What a gift life is to those who 
stay the course! You’ve heard, of course, of Job’s staying power, and you know how God 
brought it all together for him at the end. That’s because God cares, cares right down to the 
last detail.  (James 5:10-11, MSG) 

 

The old prophets are wonderful mentors.  They show how to be patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.  They equip us to live authentically and passionately before God.  They 
encourage us to hope unswervingly, love unconditionally, and serve God with everything 
we’ve got. 

The world has always thought faith is foolishness.  Nothing new there.  But mercy is 
new every morning.  That’s why we stick with Jesus just like the saints gone before us.  
That’s why faith is still alive.  Because of grace we are free to approach God and bask in his 
presence.  Forever and ever. 

 

Q4U: Who is your mentor in the Bible?  Or do you have a special saint in your life? 
 

Be blessed, my fellow pilgrim, as you live authentically with God! 

†  Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home 
 

P lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off 
lights, closing curtains, cleaning up after themselves and locking doors 

when they are leaving, especially as cold weather and dropping temperatures 
consume more energy. 
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†  Does It Snow in Bethlehem? 
 
 

E arlier this week we had a minor snow storm, enough to close schools, enough to 
cause a nuisance on the roads, enough to make things pretty. 

As we approach Christmas we conjure up images of the snow covered nativity scene.  
But does it really snow in Bethlehem?  All of our pilgrimages to the Holy Land have come 
during the spring time, which in Israel features daytime temperatures in the 70’s and 
nighttime temps dropping into the 50’s, maybe.  We don’t see very much greenery and 
driving around we see a great deal of sand and very dry desert. 

They would love to have a tiny fraction of the rain and snow we get.  And that’s what 
they received this week!  Two days ago when we were watching our winter wonderland 
develop Jerusalem was bracing “itself for the first serious storms of the winter.”  Click here 
to read more.  So, yes, it does snow in Bethlehem. 

But did it snow in Bethlehem when Jesus was born?  It might have snowed but it might 
not have snowed. 
 It is possible he was born in spring or winter, but even in spring 
it is possible to have snow.  As the shepherds were in the fields (see 
picture of Bethlehem’s hillsides above), it probably didn’t snow.  If 
there was snow, they would have herded the sheep to a warmer 
place.  If the shepherds were in the fields it would mean that it 
wasn’t rainy or snowy.  Sheep are kept in the fields from April to 
October, not in December.  If the sheep really were in the fields and 
the Gospels are correct in this matter, then the December 25th date 
is most likely incorrect. 
If Luke’s story of the shepherds watching their flocks in the open 
fields is true, then Jesus must have been born in the warmer 
months, 
rather 
than in 

December.  It would not have 
been snowing.  The Bible does 
not mention anything to suggest 
it was snowing or even cold yet 
there are indications it was the 
summer season.  People would 
not have been called for a 
census in winter, and neither 
would the sheep have been in 
the open. 

But….  We know all things 
are possible through God! 

Plans are being finalized for another Holy Land pilgrimage 

on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Fr. Joe will be joining us.  Click 

here for more info and details.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q40EpfVWpWY
http://www.jerusalemonline.com/israel-news/israel-main-newscast-10-12-2013-2605
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q40EpfVWpWY
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Time Is 

Running Out 

What a quilt!  This is the 

quilt that is being raffled 

off for the Youth Group 

summer mission trip.  $5 

each or 5 tickets for $20. 

On sale during coffee 

hour on Sunday. 

Behold the Lamb:  We're looking for one or two more people to help 
with ushering on the evening of the 22nd for Behold the Lamb.  It should be 
someone who is comfortable moving chairs in case of overflow seating 
needed.  I'd also like one person who can help heat soup for the performers, 
just a little setup and cleanup on the 22nd.  If you can help with either, 
please contact Patrick O'Connors.  Thanks! 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Some Thoughts on Advent 
 

A lthough the details of observance have differed widely (and still do) the keeping in 
some way of an Advent season is widespread in the Christian churches, even 

among those that do not normally stress liturgical practices.  Observance of such a season 
can be traced back to about 700 AD when lectionaries (collections of Scripture readings for 
use in worship) and sacramentaries (prayers for the priest’s use at Mass) first provide 
prayers and readings on these themes for this time of the year.*  

The word itself is taken from Latin ‘adventus’ (coming) and in 
common Christian usage referred specifically to the Second Coming 
of Christ, and historically this was a major emphasis of the season, 
though interwoven with reflections on his First Coming (birth) as 
well.  These early sources provide for an observance of five to seven 
weeks and this longer period is still kept in the Eastern churches. 

The theme of the Second Coming often prevailed on those earlier 
Sundays and our older Prayer Books retained this theme on the last 

Sunday before Advent and on Epiphany VI (which due 
to the peculiarities of the calendar was often transferred 
to the second Sunday before Advent).  In our current 
BCP lectionary the last three Sundays after Pentecost 
all have readings that speak to preparation for the Coming of Christ, as does 
Advent I.  The next two Sundays deal with the ministry of John the Baptist 
(also found in older Prayer Books) which again 
focuses on this preparation.  On the final 
Sunday the Gospel always points more directly 
toward the Nativity (the angel’s message to 
Joseph this year, to Mary next year, and the 
meeting with Elizabeth in the third year of the 
cycle).  This last was not part of the BCP 
tradition, but is apparently based on the 
Spanish custom of remembering the 
Annunciation on December 18th, one week 
before Christmas. 
 In earlier times Advent, like Lent, was 
observed as a time of fasting, and this is still 
true in the Eastern tradition, but Western usage 
has come to see it as a time of hope and 

expectation – solemn but not so penitential in nature. 
 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 
___________________________ 
* Adrian Nocent, OSB, The Liturgical Year, Vol. 1, Collegeville, MN, 
1977, pp. 167ff.  It should be noted that these sources are among the 
earliest survivors of their type, and may reflect much earlier practices. 

† Wikipedia, sv. Advent. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially 
struggling.  The Sunday after Thanksgiving, there will be a tree in the back of 

the church with gift tags attached listing items requested by the families.  If you would 
like to bring some extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 
 The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due back to church by 
Sunday, December 15th, with the tag attached (most important).  Please keep the 
maximum limit of $30 per gift.  Thank you in advance for showering Christmas 
blessings on the families. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable 

items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided 

by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 

pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  Delivery is made to one 

food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 29th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 

2013.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or 
subsequent Sundays in 2014 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 

2013, even if the check is predated to 2013 or actually written in 2013. 
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Click for more info. 

†  Alpha is Coming! 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30pm for 

the January 4th celebration dinner for Alpha alumni and all newcomers 

and January 11– March 22nd for the rest of the Alpha Evenings. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact Tara 

with questions.  Tbshepley@gmail.com  

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

L ori O’Hara & Sherri Kane celebrate today!  Friday is the big 

day for Barbara Hock, Mary Schinke & Diane Simone.  

Natalina Shappach will be expecting your card on Sunday.  Dot 

Blake & Jean Letizia will be blowing out candles on Monday.  

Norma Schofield will be opening presents on Tuesday.  John Skewis will be 

another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day each one of you!  

†  Doubting John? 
 

I f people who do prison ministry today are appalled by conditions 
in jails, imagine what conditions must have been in John the 

Baptist’s day!  This weeks gospel (Matthew 11:2-11) inspires more 
sympathy for John that his earlier, harsher portraits evoke.  The 
uncompromising figure of the desert who cried our certitudes is now 
hollow-eyed, unsure, questioning.  Where is the tree-toppling axe?  This 
long-awaited Messiah seems nonjudgmental, too gentle to toss the 
unfruitful into the fire (see Matthew 3:10).  Where are the fireworks, the 
dramatic proofs that Jesus is God? 

We become like John when we too wonder if it’s all worthwhile.  
After years of trying to be Christian, we sometimes grow tired.  Did we 
take a wrong direction somewhere along the line?  Shouldn’t we have 
more to show for our efforts?  And why aren’t the slackers punished? 

Jesus’ compassion for John reaches beyond one gloomy jail cell and 
enfolds all of us who wobble.  He sends John direct word of splendid 
actions: the blind see, the deaf listen, the poor hear the good news.  He 
doesn’t talk in hazy terms of insights or philosophies, knowing that 
these do not speak to the weary.  Jesus’ answer respects John’s freedom and ours as he 
invites us all to rethink what the kingdom might be. 

- Living the Good News 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dePMU8R131s
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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 †  Peppermint Bark 
 

Directions: 
Place candy canes in a plastic bag and hammer 

into 1/4-inch chunks or 
smaller. Melt the chocolate 
in a double boiler. Combine 
candy cane chunks with 
chocolate (add peppermint 
flavoring at this point if 
desired.) Pour mixture onto a 
cookie sheet layered with parchment or waxed paper and place 

in the refrigerator for 45 minutes or until firm. Remove from cookie sheet and break 
into pieces (like peanut brittle.)  

Makes about 2 pounds of candy. 
A simple and festive treat or gift. 

Ingredients: 
Crushed candy canes, to 

yield 1 cup 
2 pounds white chocolate 
Peppermint flavorings, 

optional 

†  Christmas Memorial Flowers 
 

T here are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember loved 

ones or friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in 

the church.  All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  The deadline 

for all memorials is this Sunday, December 15th.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or mailto: gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

†  Got Envelopes?  Need Envelpoes? 
 

Anyone who would like weekly offering envelopes should contact the church office. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Christmas%20Flowers
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding  Tune: Stuttgart 

Gospel Response On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
Offertory Blessed Be the God of Israel  Tune: Munich 

Closing Hymn Tell Out My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord 
  

 

T he Rector's Forum has begun a new course!  Running 

now through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley will 

lead a verse by verse study on the Gospel of Matthew.  Please join 

us in the Guild Room starting at 9:30 am each week for this 

exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

†  Candlelight Festival of Lessons and Carols 

This Sunday at 5:00 pm 
 

P lease join us this Sunday at 5:00 PM for our 

annual Festival of Lessons and Carols.  During 

this service, Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus 

will be interspersed with the singing of traditional carols 

led by our 24-piece choir.  If you like to sing, this 

service is for you.  Among the highlights: Once in Royal 

David’s City, O Come, O Come Emmanuel, Of the 

Father’s Love Begotten, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, 

Ye Who Claim the Faith of Jesus, See Amid the Winter’s 

Snow, A Stable Lamp is Lighted, The First Nowell, Silent 

Night, and O Come, All Ye Faithful.  The choir will be 

singing the classics Adam Lay Ybounden, Come 

Emmanuel, Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, and ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime as well.  

Click on the red hyperlinks to enjoy the carols 

ahead of time.   What a wonderful way to 

prepare your heart, mind, and voice for 

Christmas!  

Want to listen in to what we’ll 
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 
song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s set 
includes: 
King of Heaven – 
Paul Baloche 
God With Us – All 
Sons & Daughters 
Lord I Need You – 
Matt Maher 
Everlasting God – 
Brenton Brown 
Joy to the World 
(Unspeakable Joy) 
– Chris Tomlin 

†  We Remember Bob Brochu 

1939 - 2013 

Click here for a link to his obituary. 

 

Bob and his wife Jan were long 

time members of St. Paul’s before 

retiring to Vermont.  Bob was a 

friend, mentor, vestry member, 

helped to start home groups at St. 

Paul’s and was one of the founders 

of our Men’s Prayer Breakfast. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACDymNcioh0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2_30G2fJmU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUcH5lO7YPI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vuc7QIRrIl4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RC34N1TfCQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RC34N1TfCQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBfPnUZh-Bc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qo3uMmLwwVg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qo3uMmLwwVg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDPwNPAV6tA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAuVovTQ4Ck
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TjM-Ih5LP4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TjM-Ih5LP4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXdScQQLUuU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDgm87S0WxU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-2Tnp9whDU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-2Tnp9whDU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiqcjFQBukM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vb_r41eOu4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXamJbq2F1s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXamJbq2F1s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaqoeCl_jR0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OyJJaa7J-Y&feature=related
open.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
http://www.knightfuneralhomes.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=2345919&fh_id=12258
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their 
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised…” Matthew 11:4-5 

 

W hen Jesus cured the sick we called it a miracle.  Yet God has 
blessed us with many good things - our eyesight, our hearing, 

our talents, our health and so much more - and we often take it all for 
granted.  The good steward recognizes every blessing in life as a 
miracle from God and strives to use those gifts for God’s honor and 
glory. 

†  Sword Points 
Christmas Party 

 

Will be held on 
Wednesday night December 
18 at the church.  If you have ever 
contributed to or read Sword Points, or if 
you just like a party, you’re invited.  
Potluck.  Starts around 7 pm, ends when 
the last person leaves. 

†  Some Favorite Christmas Links 
 

H ere’s hot song for you, it’s called "Christmas 

with a Capital C" by the Go Fish Guys!  And a 

music video with a different perspective on Christmas 

with a refrain “it was not a silent night,” called Labor of 

Love.  And finally for our pet lovers, Deck The Halls. 

Sword  Points 

†  We Have a Clean Barn… 

and a Happy Barn! 

†  Ecumenical Choir 

Our choir 

members sounded 

great last Sunday at St. 

Joe’s.  They are all 

ready for Lessons & 

Carols! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkIj94yepfU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkIj94yepfU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_m4xY175ZYo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_m4xY175ZYo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-0WVfj76bo&feature=related
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 †  This Sunday’s Readings 
 
 
 

Prepare the Way 

 
 Isaiah 35:1-10 

I n the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet envisions a time of abundance and 
healing for Israel.  As when the people were led out of Egypt into the 

promised land, so this new return will be in the power of God.  Retribution 
will fall upon the Lord’s enemies, but there will be water in the wilderness 
for the redeemed.  In words that are later used by Jesus to describe what is 
taking place in his ministry, the prophet foretells an age when the blind and 
deaf, the lame and dumb will be healed. 

 Psalm 146:4-9 
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who forms the world and rules in justice, 

who heals and cares for the needy. 
 James 5:7-10 
This lesson is an exhortation to patient expectation in preparation for the 

coming of the Lord.  One may learn from the farmer, who must wait for the 
crop to ripen, or from the prophets who bore suffering with patience.  Such 
endurance excludes a grumbling blaming of one another.  The Lord will 
come soon. 

 Matthew 11:2-11 
In our gospel passage Jesus responds to a question from John the Baptist about his 

mission and then describes John’s ministry.  Jesus’ answer to John’s question suggests that 
people must make up their own minds about his role while observing the healings that are 
taking place in accordance with ancient prophecies.  Those who hear Jesus are also to 
recognize that John is a prophet and more: he is the one who prepares for the Lord’s 
coming. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W ho was John the Baptist, what is the historical meaning of 
baptism and what is the fire of God?  Fr. Shepley’s 

sermon last Sunday empowers the hearer to engage Christ's 
mission as the church..  To replay all our sermons, audio and 
videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

James 5:10 
As an example of 

suffering and 

patience, beloved, 

take the prophets 

who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html


18  

 
†  Greening of the Church 

 

P lease join us for the "Greening of the 

Church" on Saturday, December 14, at 

noon.  Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 

Christmas cookies, egg nog and fellowship as 

we listen to Christmas music and share in 

this traditional time of decorating the 

church.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you. 

†  The Hearts to Hands Ministry: We Need Your Help  
 

A  big thank you to all of those who signed up last week to be an potential source of 
help for future parishioner needs!  Our ongoing prayer is that God would use the 

generosity of his people, right here at our church, to meet the needs of others in our parish. 
 Do you have any experience in obtaining subsidized housing?  
If so, we can use your assistance as we are working on more 
permanent residency for a parishioner. 
Hearts to Hands Ministry's main purpose is to confidentially assist 
members of our church family during an emergency crisis.  We do 
this by asking fellow members of the congregation to prayerfully 
consider helping a parishioner in need by offering an investment of 
their time or a financial contribution.  Help can come in big and 
small ways.  Some specific examples are: 

 Temporary Housing: Any amount of time would be helpful; a 
night, a week or more.  If needed, we will ask a group of 
individuals collectively to house someone over time. 

 Experience with resume preparation/interview skills to help 
someone secure new or improved employment. 

 Repairing a necessary appliance, plumbing, emergency car 
repair, etc. 

 Financial Assistance: Providing a gift card for food or gas, 
helping to cover a parishioner's bill one month, etc. 

 This coming Sunday, we will have a table set up downstairs after 
the first service for all those willing and able to sign-up for potential 
opportunities to help someone else in need.  When an immediate 
need arises, we will contact those parishioners who have offered to 
help in a specific area to arrange and coordinate a short-term plan to 
meet the need presented.  If you want to call us, we can fill out the 

form on your behalf.  Also, please feel comfortable to see us if you find yourself in an 
emergency crisis; we are family and here to help you. 

Please prayerfully consider how God would like to use you to support this new ministry 
opportunity at St. Paul's.  See you on Sunday! 

Contact us: Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 or Nicole O'Connors 860-788-2995. 

 

 
Volunteers Needed to Cook And Serve Breakfast 

One Sunday A Month For The Homeless 
 

J ericho Partnerships, Christian Community Outreach Ministries 
needs replacements for Bob and Elsa Cutting on the first Sunday 

each month.  Call the Cuttings for details: 203 778-2672. 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com?subject=Church%20Greening
tel:860-355-5672
tel:860-788-2995
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each Month 
in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and comfort, a blessing 
to our spirit, heart and soul as we deal with our grief.  

 

Please Join Us! 

 

A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

“For you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body 

and in your spirit which are God’s.”       1 Corinthians 6:20 - Foundation Scripture 

Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

Classes Starting at St. Paul’s 

January 4th – February 15th 

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall or email Mary  

for more information or questions 

 

Great for Men and Women - All fit-

ness types will experience benefits 

of PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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†  Sock It to ‘Em! 

W e continue to 
collect socks for 

the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter 
months.  Thanks to 
everyone who has already 
placed donations in the big 
bins in the Parish Hall.  
This will be ongoing.  So, 
if you would still like to 
make a donation, please do 
so.  Many blessings to you 
all as we bless those less 
fortunate. 

 

I t’s that 
time of 

year again 
– time to 
celebrate 
the birth 

of our Savior, and a 
special time of 
giving to others. 

You or your 
ministry can help 
make Christmas 
merry for those less 
fortunate by serving 
at Jericho 
Partnership’s 
Christmas Dinner. 

Anyone interested 
can contact Pam 
Szen of St. Paul’s or 
Crystal Perkins at 
Jericho. 

 
Thank you! 

Volunteer Opportunity  
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, Bolton; Trinity, Branford. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Fr. Crocker & Stu Terrill, speedy recovery from recent cataract 
surgeries. 
…..Those who advocate at the local, state, national, or global level for 
the poor, the lonely, and the oppressed. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Armenia ; the people of Croatia; and our sisters and 
brothers members of the Slovak Greek Catholic Church . 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Donna Cennamo, healing of double Pneumonia. 
…..Ginny Beck for  healing for bulging neck disc and relief from pain. 
…..United Arab Emirates, where nationals are automatically considered Muslim.  Pray that 
many will hear and respond to the gospel.. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Please continue to pray for the Church in the Philippines and for all those affected by 
Super Typhoon Haiyan. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Carrie Amos, thanks for successful surgery and prayers for quick healing. 
…..Daniel, his studies and his search for a ministry. 
…..Ann Helen, healing of cancer. 

 

Luke 4:40 "When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
diseases and laying his hands on each one, he healed them."  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 
 
Christmas in a Nutshell 
 
Sticky Jesus      

Taize video for 

Advent from 

Barbara Mullen, 

“Wait for the 

Lord.” 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-stephens-episcopal-church-bloomfield-ct
http://stgeorgesboltonct.org/
https://www.trinitybranford.org/
http://www.gov.am/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slovak%20Greek%20Catholic%20Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_Haiyan
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXgH8ZIz9jQ&list=PL6A51647F02EA797D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jq5VGhLKuik
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jq5VGhLKuik
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ge4xEI4-yE&desktop_uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6Ge4xEI4-yE&app=desktop
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ge4xEI4-yE&desktop_uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6Ge4xEI4-yE&app=desktop
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ge4xEI4-yE&desktop_uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6Ge4xEI4-yE&app=desktop
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ge4xEI4-yE&desktop_uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6Ge4xEI4-yE&app=desktop
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ge4xEI4-yE&desktop_uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6Ge4xEI4-yE&app=desktop
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

We are updating our photo directory again. 
And this time of the year when families are all together, it’s a great 

time to submit a new family photo. 
We’re not fussy! 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Stephanie Bernardo, Sandy Chadwick, Rachel 
Chaleski, Bob Cutting, Lynne Donnelly, Carol 
Gurski, 
Carolyn 
Legg, Lois 
Hunt, Bill 
Loring, Diane 
Loring, Heather 
Melody, Beth 
Miller, Barbara 
Mullen, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 
Linda Pendergast, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, 
Robin Powell, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 
Gail Winkley. 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

