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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   

†  Play It Again Sam! 
 

O r rather that should be Rich.  And our youth. 
For the safety of all involved our snow last weekend postponed our 

Christmas Pageant and our guest preacher.  Those who were able to attend a Sunday 
morning service were rewarded with cozier than normal worship and a great sermon 
from Fr. Joe.  And the weather and roads cleared enough that over 100 attended everyone’s 

favorite service of the year, Lessons & Carols. 
 Since the weather forecaster is predicting 
high’s in the ‘60’s this Sunday, with some 
certainty we can say that guest preacher this 
Sunday at 8 am will be Rich Rardin (see last 
week’s Sword Points).  And that our pageant 
rehearsal will be held on Saturday at 10 am with 
the Christmas Pageant presented during the 
10:30 am Sunday service followed by our 
Advent Brunch.  What a great way to head into 
Christmas 

†  “Behold, the ManBehold, the ManBehold, the Man!”  (John 19:5) . 
 

Dear Friends, 

E cce homo.  Such were the Latin words uttered by Pontius 

Pilate when he presented a scourged Jesus to the jeering 

crowd.  "Behold, the man," he said, not realizing that the humiliated 

rabbi before him was none other than the King of the Universe in 

human flesh. 

The full humanity of Jesus is what we celebrate 

in this Christmas season, a time to reflect upon 

how Love came down in humility in order to 

elevate us in glory.  His birth signifies a reversal 

of spiritual darkness and the hope of the world.  

For the hinge of history was on a Bethlehem stable door. 

 Napoleon Bonaparte, perhaps the greatest military strategist 

ever known, said, ‘"I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ 

is no mere man."  I believe this as well.  There is no one like 

Jesus.  No one.  "He is the radiance of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word (Hebrews 1:3).  He transforms lives as He lives 

and reigns through the Spirit in all who receive Him.  Oh come, 

let us adore Him! 

Faithfully Your Rector, 

Christmas, 2013 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com


2  

 

† The Christmas Pageant 
 

T he annual Christmas Pageant will be held during the 10:30 

am service this Sunday, December 22 followed by the 

Parish Advent Brunch.  All children are welcome and 

encouraged to participate in the Pageant!  The one and only 

rehearsal will be this Saturday, December 21st from 10:00 - 

11:30 and we would love some adult helpers to get the children 

into their costumes and assist with crowd control.  We are also 

looking for food donations for the Advent Brunch.  If your last 

name starts with A-N, please bring your favorite dessert; M-Z, 

please bring sandwiches, finger foods, chips.  If you are 

available to volunteer with set-up or clean-up, please contact 

either Heather Melody or Lori O'Hara. 

L et us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, 

a wide open heart that thinks of others first.  The birth of 

the baby Jesus stands as the most significant event in all 

history, because it has meant the pouring into a sick world of the healing medicine of love 

which has transformed all manner of hearts for almost two thousand years... Underneath all 

the bulging bundles is this beating Christmas heart. - George Mathew Adams 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 19 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team Meeting, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 21 - St. Thomas, the Apostle 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Pageant Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 22 - Fourth Sunday of AdventFourth Sunday of Advent 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist& Christmas Pageant 

   12:00 pm - Advent Brunch 

  6:00 pm - Behold the Lamb 

Tue, Dec 24 - Eve of the NativityEve of the Nativity 

   5:00 pm - Family Christmas Eve Service 

   9:00 pm - Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Wed, Dec 25 - The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus ChristThe Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

   10:30 am - Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 

Thu, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 

Fri, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle & EvangelistSt. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

Sat, Dec 28 - The Holy Innocents 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

Sun, Dec 29 - First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Tue, Dec 31 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

22nd 

 12/21 
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Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 3:14) 

“Growing God’s Kingdom” - An Update 

More than 53% of our overall parish membership has now committed to "Growing 
God's Kingdom" by turning in pledge envelopes.  That means we have just under 27% still 
to participate to earn our matching gift by turning in their pledge by December 31st at the 
latest. The excitement is building, and we need you to help complete this campaign. 

September 6 Campaign Begins-Brochures & Pledge Cards Mailed 
September 6 Quiet Phase Begins 
September 9 begins to help attain 100% parish participation 
September 11 Presentation Made to Vestry for Vestry Participation 
October 6 Father Shepley commits $100,000 to Growing God's Kingdom 
October 15 Participation Level reaches 12% 
November 4 Phonathon Date TBD) Groundbreaking Ceremony 
November 11 Participation Level reaches 25% 
December 16 Participation Level reaches 50% 
December 31 Campaign Ends 
January 26 Celebration during Annual Meeting 
Spring 2014  (Commitments Received from Campaign Committee 

†  The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T hat Jesus was born is a fact both of history 
and revelation.  The precise date of his birth, 

however, is not recorded in the Gospels, which are, 
after all, not biographies, and show little concern 
for those biographical details in which more 
modern Christians are interested.  Such interest 
began to become prominent in the fourth century, 
together with the development of liturgical 
observances of the events of biblical history. 
 It was in Rome, in 336, that the date, December 

25, was settled upon for the celebration of the Nativity.  The day, coming as it does at the 
winter solstice, was already a sacred one, as the festival of the birth of the Unconquerable 
Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti); but its correspondence with the historical date of Jesus’ birth 
was stoutly maintained by learned, if ingenious, writers.  The observance spread rapidly 
throughout the West; and it is accepted also by most of the Eastern Churches, in which, 
however, it does not have the prominence it has in the West. 

The full title of the feast dates from the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer. 
Prior to that revision, the day was known only as “Christmas Day.”  The word “Christmas,” 
which can be traced to the twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.” 



4  

OOO   utwardlyutwardlyutwardly   

WWW   itnessingitnessingitnessing   

thethethe   
   

NNN   ewsewsews! 

  

 

 

 

So Pick Up Your 

Wreath Already! 
Have you picked yours up? 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported our very successful 

wreath sale this year!  You’ve 

helped raise some funds for our 

Youth Mission Trip to 

Washington, DC next summer! 

There are still a few wreaths left 

at the church which are already 

purchased, but awaiting to be taken 

to their new home! 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

December 19th 
 

Lillian Trasher 
Missionary in Egypt, 1961 

 

L illian Hunt Trasher was born in 1887 in Brunswick, 
Georgia.  As a young woman she worked at an 

orphanage in North Carolina, not knowing at the time that her 
life’s work would be devoted to caring for abandoned children. 

In 1909, while engaged to a man she loved deeply, she heard 
the testimony of a missionary from India, and she was aware at 
that moment that she could not be married.  God had called her 
to service as a missionary.  Not knowing where she would go, 
she opened her Bible and read Acts 7:34: “I have seen, I have 
seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, and I have 
heard their groaning and am come down to deliver them.  And 
now come, I will send thee to Egypt.” 

In 1910, she arrived in Alexandria, Egypt, with her sister Jenny, and they found their 
way to the village of Asyut near the Nile.  Shortly after arriving, Lillian was called to the 
bedside of a dying mother whose malnourished daughter was also near death.  Though 
ordered by the mission directors to return the child to the village, Lillian refused to abandon 

her to poverty and certain death.  In 1911 she rented a small house and 
some furniture and nursed the child back to health.  As she took in 
additional children, she had to rely on charity, though she eventually 
received aid from the newly formed Assemblies of God in the United 
States.  In 1916 she was able to purchase additional land, the buildings 
for which were built from bricks which Lillian and the older children 
made themselves.  In 1919 she was ordered out of the country by the 
British government in the midst of political turmoil, and when she 
returned, she took in widows and the blind in addition to children.  
Despite the Nazi invasion of Egypt and the subsequent violence during 
World War II, she kept her orphanage running.  When she died in 
1961, she had become known as the “Mother of the Nile” and had 
cared for nearly 25,000 Egyptian children.  Her orphanage remains 
open today. 

†  26 Acts of Kindness 

C heck out this story in the News

-Times.  Nanci Hutson wrote 

an article “26 Acts of Kindness” which 

includes a photo of a quilt that 12 of us 

made in remembrance of the 26 

victims of the Sandy Hook shooting.  

The idea was conceived by Janet 

Natale, one of St. Paul’s Quilters.  

Because Newtown did not need any 

more gifts we donated it to the Town 

of New Milford where it hangs in the 

Mayor's office.  From left to right 

Linda Bennett, Janet Natale, Pat 

Jennings and me. 

 

Awesome job! 

http://www.newstimes.com/default/article/26-Acts-of-Kindness-5065794.php
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable 

items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided 

by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 

pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  Delivery is made to 

one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

O n Friday, December 20th, the Danbury Concert Chorus and Orchestra will be 
performing the Messiah at 7:30 pm at the Congregational Church on Deer Hill Ave. 

in Danbury.  There is no admission charge, just a free-will offering.  Several members of St. 
Paul's will be singing, and we love seeing other members of St. Paul's in the audience. 

†  Jesus’ Dad Hears from Jesus’ Father! 
 

O ur usual emphasis during Christmas is on mother and child, so our 4th Sunday of 
Advent focus on Joseph offers a different, welcome perspective. 

Christian art and Hallmark cards misrepresent the Nativity scene as peaceful and idyllic.  
The reality comes through in Sunday’s gospel Matthew 1:18-25, where Joseph confronts a 
dilemma guaranteed to shatter anyone’s peace.  He would have followed Jewish law 
faithfully, which is why he sees only the options the law offers: 
to expose Mary before the court, or “divorce her quietly.”  We 
can only speculate how many sleepless nights he spent 
agonizing over that decision. 

When a third alternative becomes evident, Joseph takes a 
risk.  The Interpreter’s Bible describes him as “quick to heed 
the call of the luminous moment” (p. 255).  In that sense, he is 
our model for the thorny decisions we confront.  Can we too 
reach beyond the safe parameters, the tried-and-true rules?  We 
may not find ourselves in Joseph’s situation exactly, but at 
some point our automatic responses will be challenged.  Joseph 
could not have dreamt how much was as stake; he simply acted 
creatively, compassionately, thus preserving his family and 
ensuring the coming of the Messiah.  Can we act as he did? 

- Living the Good News 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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†  Does It Snow in Bethlehem? 
 

Y ou bet it does.  Click on the photo above.  
Last week we posed that question.  As you 

were reading that article, Bethlehem and Jerusalem 
were receiving historic amounts of snow.  Yaniv, our 
tour guide for our upcoming pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, sends us a picture of his wife and new son 
enjoying the snow. 

 
 
 

†  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

C lick on the video below for The story of the 
birth of Jesus told by the people of 

Bethlehem.  

Plans are being finalized for another Holy Land pilgrimage 

on March 26 - April 4, 2014.  Fr. Joe will be joining us.  Click 

here for more info and details.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MU3NDL4LQ_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MU3NDL4LQ_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjQDl95tOcU#t=11
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to them in 
assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness; the world and those who 
dwell in it. For he founded it upon the sea and established it upon the 
rivers.”                Psalm 24:1-2 

 

H ow can we take credit for the good things in our lives when 
Psalm 24 reminds us that God created absolutely everything 

and everyone on the earth?  Surely we all have an obligation to return 
a portion of our good fortune to the Lord, for without Him nothing 
would be possible. 

 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 29th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 

2013.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or 
subsequent Sundays in 2014 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 

2013, even if the check is predated to 2013 or actually written in 2013. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 21st 
 

St. Thomas, the Apostle 
 

T he Gospel according to John records several incidents in which Thomas appears, 
and from them we are able to gain some impression of the sort of man he was.  

When Jesus insisted on going to Judea, to visit his friends at Bethany, Thomas boldly 
declared, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16).  At the Last Supper, he 
interrupted our Lord’s discourse with the question, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going; how can we know the way?” (John 14:5).  And after Christ’s resurrection, Thomas 
would not accept the account of the other apostles and the women, until Jesus appeared 
before him, showing him his wounds.  This drew from 
him the first explicit acknowledgment of Christ’s 
Godhead, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). 

Thomas appears to have been a thoughtful if rather 
literal-minded man, inclined to skepticism; but he was 
a staunch friend when his loyalty was once given.  The 
expression “Doubting Thomas,” which has become 
established in English usage, is not entirely fair to 
Thomas.  He did not refuse belief: he wanted to 
believe, but did not dare, without further evidence.  
Because of his goodwill, Jesus gave him a sign, 
though Jesus had refused a sign to the Pharisees.  His 
Lord’s rebuke was well deserved: “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe” (John 20:29).  The 
sign did not create faith; it merely released the faith which was in Thomas already. 

According to an early tradition mentioned by Eusebius and others, Thomas evangelized 
the Parthians. Syrian Christians of Malabar, India, who call themselves the Mar Thoma 
Church, cherish a tradition that Thomas brought the Gospel to India.  Several apocryphal 
writings have been attributed to him, the most prominent and interesting being the “Gospel 
of Thomas.” 

Thomas’ honest questioning and doubt, and Jesus’ assuring response to him, have given 
many modern Christians courage to persist in faith, even when they are still doubting and 
questioning. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

99 and 44/100 % Pure 
 

M any of you will recognize this as a long standing (and still occasionally seen) 
slogan for Ivory soap.*  Although certainly developed for 

advertising purposes, the number does reflect an actual chemical analysis 
from 1881 when the main rivals were Spanish castile soaps noted for their 
purity.  Soap’s essential ingredients are fatty acids and alkali, and the 
analysis found that only .56% of Ivory did not fit this category (a somewhat 
better showing than the rival products); a slogan was born.†  

Today I actually want to look with you at what, I believe, is a more 
dangerous aspect of purity, and one which affects both church and state.  In 
James 1:27 we read, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit 

the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.”  It is hard to quarrel with this understanding of purity, but haven’t we all 
heard it used a bit too often in support of narrower and factional divisions in the 

church?  Over the past forty years‡ changes in our own church have caused 
many individuals (including some from St. Paul’s), parishes, and even whole 
dioceses to depart in search (often saying so explicitly) of a purer church, and 
similar moves have occurred in other parts of our communion – indeed the 
Reformation itself reflects the same tendency.  While I can often sympathize 
with the reasons for these departures, I can only regret the development of 

about twenty ‘continuing’ Anglican bodies that have difficulty agreeing with 
each other on what sort of purity is needed; and even if they could agree, would 

probably require more than 99 and 44/100% – a standard that is difficult for soap, 
and almost impossible for the fallen human beings that compose the church. 

Certainly I am not opposed to purity of either faith or morals, and I would urge The 
Episcopal Church, and its individual members, to seriously pursue 
these goals; but I recall hearing the divisions we have experienced 
described as so many ‘rents in the seamless robe of Christ’ – something 
that not even the Roman soldiers at Calvary would do.§  The Old 
Testament prophets often speak of the faithful remnant, as being the 
means of deliverance for an apostate (or theologically impure) Israel.  
Elisha, for example tells of the Lord’s declaration, “I have left me 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, 
and every mouth which hath not kissed him”.♦  I truly believe that it is 
better to be faithful in a less than pure church than to seek purity in a 
splinter church. 

There is no need here to dwell on our political life; suffice it to say that in the USA 
today both the left and the right have become more ideologically rigid.  Few, I think, would 
deny that this has resulted in frequently detrimental legislation, and perhaps equally 
detrimental inaction. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

___________________________ 
* My concern here is neither with Ivory soap nor with Proctor and Gamble, but in the 
interest of full disclosure let me say that I grew up in Cincinnati where many friends and 
neighbors were P&G employees and their families, their CEO was also a member my 
parish’s vestry, and my family and I are long-term investors in the company. 
† Cecil Adams, The Straight Dope: Ivory soap is 99 and 44/100% pure what?  See also 

Wikipedia, sv. Procter & Gamble. 
‡ The major impetus for this move came with the 
decisions of the 1976 General Conventions to give 
preliminary approval to the 1979 Prayer Book and to 
authorize the ordination of women as priests and 
bishops.  Since then homosexual issues have prompted 
further departures. 
§  John 19:23-24. 
♦ 1 Kings 19.13-18 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.straightdope.com/columns/read/870/ivory-soap-is-99-and-44-100-pure-what
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procter_&_Gamble
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=254409482
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=254421653
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

December 26th 
 

St. Stephen, Deacon & Martyr 
 

V ery probably a Hellenistic Jew, Stephen was one of the “seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3), who were chosen 

by the apostles to relieve them of the administrative burden of “serving tables and 
caring for the widows.”  By this appointment to assist the apostles, Stephen, the 
first named of those the New Testament calls “The Seven,” became the first to do 
what the Church traditionally considers to be the work and ministry of a deacon. 

It is apparent that Stephen’s activities involved more than simply “serving 
tables,” for the Acts of the Apostles speaks of his preaching and performing many 
miracles.  These activities led him into conflict with some of the Jews, who accused 
him of blasphemy, and brought him before the Sanhedrin.  His powerful sermon 
before the Council is recorded in the seventh chapter of Acts.  His denunciations of 
the Sanhedrin so enraged its members that, without a trial, they dragged him out of 
the city and stoned him to death. 

Saul, later called Paul, stood by, consenting to Stephen’s death, but Stephen’s example 
of steadfast faith in Jesus, and of intercession for his persecutors, was to find fruit in the 
mission and witness of Paul after his conversion.  The Christian community in Jerusalem, 
taking fright at the hostility of the Judean authorities, was scattered; so that for the first time 
the Gospel of Christ began to spread beyond Jerusalem. 

How do you serve the Lord? 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 27th 
 

J ohn, the son of Zebedee, with his 
brother James, was called from being 

a fisherman to be a disciple and “fisher of 
men.”  With Peter and James, he became one 
of the inner group of three disciples whom 
Jesus chose to be with him at the raising of 
Jairus’ daughter, at the 
Transfiguration, and in the 
garden of Gethsemane. 

John and his brother 
James are recorded in the 
Gospel as being so hotheaded 
and impetuous that Jesus 
nicknamed them 
“Boanerges,” which means, 
“sons of thunder.”  They also 
appear ambitious, in that they 
sought seats of honor at Jesus’ right and left 
when he should come into his kingdom; yet 
they were faithful companions, willing, 
without knowing the cost, to share the cup 
Jesus was to drink.  When the other disciples 
responded in anger to the audacity of the 
brothers in asking for this honor, Jesus 
explained that in his kingdom leadership and 
rule takes the form of being a servant to all. 

If, as is commonly held, John is to be 
identified with the “disciple whom Jesus 
loved,” then he clearly enjoyed a very 

special relationship with his Master, 
reclining close to Jesus at the Last Supper, 
receiving the care of his mother at the cross, 
and being the first to understand the truth of 
the empty tomb. 

The Acts of the Apostles records John’s 
presence with Peter on 
several occasions: the healing 
of the lame man at the 
Beautiful Gate of the Temple, 
before the Sanhedrin, in 
prison, and on the mission to 
Samaria to lay hands upon the 
new converts that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit. 
 According to tradition, 
John later went to Asia Minor 

and settled at Ephesus.  Under the Emperor 
Domitian, he was exiled to the island of 
Patmos, where he experienced the visions 
recounted in the Book of Revelation. 
Irenaeus, at the end of the second century, 
liked to recall how Polycarp, in his old age, 
had talked about the apostle whom he had 
known while growing up at Ephesus.  It is 
probable that John died there.  He alone of 
the Twelve is said to have lived to extreme 
old age and to have been spared a martyr’s 
death. 
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 †  Nut Roll 
 

Directions: 
Make filling first by mixing all ingredients together adding the milk last.  Mix so the 

filling will spread on the rolled out dough easily.  Divide the filling 
into four portions. 
 

Mix 1 cup milk with the egg yolks.  
Add vinegar to the other cup of 
milk and heat until lukewarm.  
Dissolve the yeast in lukewarm 
milk.  Add flour, lard, sugar and 
salt and other milk mixture.  Mix 
into a soft ball.  Put on a floured 
board and cut the ball into 4 pieces.  
Roll each one out flat.  Spread 
filling on and roll the dough.  Place 
on greased cookie sheet (2 will fit on 1 sheet) and refrigerate 
overnight, covered.  Bake in the morning.  Bake in 350 oven for 35
-40 minutes, watching very closely the last few minutes.  If 
desired, you can coat the tops of the rolls with egg yolk or cream. 
 

Delicious for the Holidays! 
 

Well worth the effort! 

Ingredients: 
Dough:: 
5 c. all-purpose flour 
¾ lb. lard 
¾ c. sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
2 pkg. yeast 
4 egg yolks 
1 T. vinegar 
2 c. milk, divided 
 
Filling: 
1 ½ lb. ground walnuts 
4 beaten egg whites 
3 T. melted butter or 
margarine 
1 whole egg 
1 ¾ c. sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 
¼ c. milk 

†  Got Envelopes?  Need Envelpoes? 
 

Anyone who would like weekly offering envelopes should contact the church office. 

†  Was Matthew an Early Subscriber to Ancestry.com? 
 

W hy would anyone begin a gospel (Matthew 1:1-17) with a long list of strange 
names tracing the family lineage of Jesus?  Matthew’s genealogy serves two 

purposes.  For fist-century readers it located the story of Jesus in the story of salvation and 
also revealed who Jesus really is. 

 First, by situating Jesus in Old Testament history, Matthew emphasizes that 
Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament story of God with us (“Emmanuel.” 

Matthew 1:23).  In their primarily oral culture, people did not use the alphabet 
to categorize their knowledge the way we do in our encyclopedias.  So a way 
of remembering many facts was to connect them to a genealogy.  Be 
memorizing a list like this, one could recount the whole history of the Old 
Testament. 

 Secondly, the genealogy shows Jesus’ high honor status.  Honor was a central 
value in the first-century Mediterranean cultures.  It was either bestowed on 
someone from their family or achieved by their own exploits.  The genealogy 

presents what first-century readers would want to know - what family is Jesus 
from? 
It also indicates that his lineage is royal (Son of David) and even extends back 

beyond royalty to the most ancient Jewish ancestor Abraham (Son of 
Abraham). 

As he traces Jesus’ genealogy from fathers to sons, Matthew surprises us by the 
intriguing inclusion of five women among the ancestors.  Each played a special role in the 
surprising events of God’s abiding guidance and protection for the covenant people.  The 
stories of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and the wife of Uriah (David’s wife Bathsheba) foreshadow 
God’s unexpected choice of Mary of Nazareth to be the mother of Jesus. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%201:1-17&version=KJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%201:23&version=KJV
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Gospel Response At the Name of Jesus 
Offertory Blest Be the King Whose Coming 

Closing Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
  

 

I n Hebrew, the word "immanu" means "with us."  The word "El" means "God."  
Emmanuel, then, combines those two words -- immanu and El 

-- to mean "God with us." 
Long before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah said: 
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel." (Matthew 1:20-23 -- see Isaiah 7:14) 
Emmanuel -- God with us -- one of the many names that the 

Bible gives to the Messiah -- to Jesus. 
The hymn, "O Come, O Come Emmanuel," highlights that name 

of Jesus and invites him to come and ransom captive Israel.  Israel 
knew what it meant to be enslaved, and they wanted God to redeem 
them. 

We have not been in slavery, but we do know what it means to feel trapped -- to be 
caught between a rock and a hard place -- to need help and to need it desperately.  When we 
find ourselves in that situation, we need to pray the prayer of this hymn, "O Come, O come 
Emmanuel" -- and ransom us -- save us -- redeem us -- make us whole. 

Christ has saved us.  Christ is saving us now.  Christ will be our salvation throughout 
eternity.  He has already answered our prayer -- and is answering our prayer -- and will 
answer us when we pray, "O Come, O come Emmanuel" -- and ransom us -- save us -- 
redeem us -- make us whole. 

–– Copyright 2006, Richard Niell Donovan 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

December 28th 
 

The Holy Innocents 
 

H erod the Great, ruler of the Jews, appointed by the Romans in 40 B.C., kept the 
peace in Palestine for 37 years.  His ruthless control, coupled with genuine ability, 

has been recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus, 
who describes him as “a man of great barbarity 
towards everyone.”  An Idumaean, married to the 
daughter of Hyrcanus, the last legal Hasmonean ruler, 
Herod was continually in fear of losing his throne.  It 
is not surprising that the Wise Men’s report of the 
birth of an infant King of the Jews (Matthew 2) caused 
him fear and anger.  Although the event is not 
recorded in secular history, the story of the massacre 
of the Innocents is totally in keeping with what is 
known of Herod’s character. 
 To protect himself against being supplanted by an 
infant king, Herod ordered the slaughter of all male 
children under two years of age in Bethlehem and the 
surrounding region.  No one knows how many were 
killed, but the Church has always honored these 
innocent children as martyrs.  Augustine of Hippo 
called them “buds, killed by the frost of persecution 
the moment they showed themselves.” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP4iyJqrPvY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ye04f9Zym0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKAYsy0qoso
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP4iyJqrPvY
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Click for more info. 

†  Alpha is Coming! 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30pm for 

the January 4th celebration dinner for Alpha alumni and all newcomers 

and January 11– March 22nd for the rest of the Alpha Evenings. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact Tara 

with questions.  Tbshepley@gmail.com  

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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 †  This Sunday’s Readings 
 
 

 Emmanuel 
 

 Isaiah 7:10-16 

I n the first lesson we hear that the prophet Isaiah insists that King Ahaz of Judah will 
receive a sign of a young woman bearing a son to be called Emmanuel.  Ahaz was 

more inclined to depend on political alliances than on the Lord.  Isaiah prophesied that, by 
the time the infant began to make his own choices, the Lord would destroy Judah’s 
immediate enemies.  Christians have seen the ultimate fulfillment of the prophetic words in 
the birth of Jesus. 

 Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that God will turn away divine 

anger and restore the people. 
 Romans 1:1-7 
Paul greets the new disciples in Rome and summarizes 

the gospel message.  The prophecies concerning one to be 
descended from King David in human terms, and declared 
Son of God through the power of the Holy Spirit by 
resurrection from the dead, have been fulfilled.  The Lord 
Jesus Christ has giving grace and the commission of 
apostleship to bring peoples of all nations and obedience. 

 Matthew 1:18-25 
The gospel tells the story of the birth of Jesus.  While 

she was betrothed to Joseph, Mary finds that she is bearing 
a child.  But an angel tells Joseph not to fear: this is the 
work of the Holy Spirit.  The baby is to be named Jesus, which means “The Lord saves.”  
The evangelist perceives this birth to be the fulfillment of ancient prophecy which told of a 
virgin who would bear a son.. The narrative makes clear the divine origin of this child who 
will save the people from their sins. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

D o you have questions?  So did John the Baptist.  John the 
Baptist's questioning of Jesus is the basis of this sermon as Fr. 

Shepley explores the nature of faith and doubt.  Encouraging the hearer 
to rest in God, this message is a call to renewed spiritual strength.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Matthew 1:22 
All this took place to 

fulfill what had been 

spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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†  Sock It to ‘Em! 

W e continue to 
collect socks for 

the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter 
months.  Thanks to 
everyone who has already 
placed donations in the big 
bins in the Parish Hall.  
This will be ongoing.  So, 
if you would still like to 
make a donation, please do 
so.  Many blessings to you 
all as we bless those less 
fortunate. 

 

I t’s that 
time of 

year again 
– time to 
celebrate 
the birth 

of our Savior, and a 
special time of 
giving to others. 

You or your 
ministry can help 
make Christmas 
merry for those less 
fortunate by serving 
at Jericho 
Partnership’s 
Christmas Dinner. 

Anyone interested 
can contact Pam 
Szen of St. Paul’s or 
Crystal Perkins at 
Jericho. 

 
Thank you! 

Volunteer Opportunity  
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†  Announcement Deadlines 
For Sword Points please submit it by Wednesday afternoon each week to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

  

“The Sacred Walk” 

Grief Support Group 
 

Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each Month 
in the Guild Room at 7 pm. 

It will be a time of encouragement and comfort, a blessing 
to our spirit, heart and soul as we deal with our grief.  

 

Please Join Us! 

 

A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

“For you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body 

and in your spirit which are God’s.”       1 Corinthians 6:20 - Foundation Scripture 

Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

Classes Starting at St. Paul’s 

January 4th – February 15th 

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall or email Mary  

for more information or questions 

 

Great for Men and Women - All fit-

ness types will experience benefits 

of PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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T he Rector's Forum has begun a course on Matthew!  

Running through May of 2014, Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley 

will lead a verse by verse study on the Gospel of Matthew.  Please 

join us in the Guild Room starting at 9:30 am each week for this 

exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

 

Did you know we have almost 400 “friends” on our Facebook page? 

  Are you one of them? 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 

T hank you everyone who participated in this year’s Christmas Giving Tree.  This 
year we adopted families from Brookfield who are financially struggling, helping 

them to have a Christmas they wouldn’t have had otherwise.  Thank you for showering 
Christmas blessings on the families. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

R ose Barrett celebrates today!  Friday is the big 

day for Gregory Schofield.  Herminio Silva will 

be expecting your card on Sunday.  Braydon 

Williams will be blowing out candles on Monday.  

Karissa Sampson will be opening presents on Tuesday.  

Have a blessed day each one of you!  

†  The Hearts to Hands Ministry: We Need Your Help  
 

A  big thank you to all of those who signed up last week to be an potential source of 
help for future parishioner needs!  Our ongoing prayer is that God would use the 

generosity of his people, right here at our church, to meet the needs of others in our parish. 
Do you have any experience in obtaining subsidized housing?  

If so, we can use your assistance as we are working on more 
permanent residency for a parishioner. 

Hearts to Hands Ministry's main purpose is to confidentially assist 
members of our church family during an emergency crisis.  We do this 
by asking fellow members of the congregation to prayerfully consider 
helping a parishioner in need by offering an investment of their time 
or a financial contribution.  Help can come in big and small ways.  
Some specific examples are: 

Temporary Housing: Any amount of time would be helpful; a 
night, a week or more.  If needed, we will ask a group of individuals 
collectively to house someone over time. 

Experience with resume preparation/interview skills to help 
someone secure new or improved employment. 

Repairing a necessary appliance, plumbing, emergency car 
repair, etc. 

Financial Assistance: Providing a gift card for food or gas, 
helping to cover a parishioner's bill one month, etc. 

Please prayerfully consider how God would like to use you to 
support this new ministry opportunity at St. Paul's. 

Contact us: Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 or Nicole O'Connors 
860-788-2995. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrNmrtVtozs
tel:860-355-5672
tel:860-788-2995
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..Calvary St. George’s, Bridgeport; St. Luke/St. Paul, Bridgeport; St. John’s, Bridgeport. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Fr. Crocker & Stu Terrill, speedy recovery from recent cataract 
surgeries. 
…..Ministries to the homeless; for parishes that offer a temporary or 
permanent shelter.  For the outdoor ministries of Chapel on the Green, 
New Haven and the Chapel by the Pond, Hartford.  For the ministry of 
the Midnight Runs. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Bahrain; the people of Djibouti; and our sisters and 
brothers members of the Greek Byzantine Catholic Church. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Uzbekistan, that officials confiscating Bibles and literature will read them and come to 
faith in Christ. 
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of December. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
Please pray for Christians (and non-Christians) in South Sudan amidst unrest there.  
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Carrie Amos, thanks for successful surgery and prayers for quick healing. 
…..family and friends of Erin Moriarty, the young woman killed in the 4-car accident 
earlier this week on Whisconier Rd. 

 

Luke 4:40 "When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
diseases and laying his hands on each one, he healed them."  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 
 
Christmas Simply Explained 
 
Santa & Jesus 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/calvary-st-georges-episcopal-church-bridgeport-ct
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-luke-st-pauls-episcopal-church-bridgeport-ct
http://www.saintjohnbridgeport.org/
http://www.bahrainedb.com/EDBHome.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Djibouti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek%20Byzantine%20Catholic%20Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/FoodPantrySchedule
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdLsDDoPBaY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NStpjQ477HA&list=PL6A51647F02EA797D
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/0hnMA0bQcEfZLZvwOewWju
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/0hnMA0bQcEfZLZvwOewWju
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NStpjQ477HA&list=PL6A51647F02EA797D
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Stephanie Bernardo, Sandy Chadwick, Rachel 
Chaleski, Bob Cutting, Lynne Donnelly, Carol 
Gurski, 
Carolyn 
Legg, Lois 
Hunt, Bill 
Loring, Diane 
Loring, Heather 
Melody, Beth 
Miller, Barbara 
Mullen, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori O’Hara, 
Linda Pendergast, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, 
Robin Powell, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 
Gail Winkley. 

 

Click on the video below for a  
Kids View of the Christmas Story 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ki8EcnVbd-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ki8EcnVbd-Q

