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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
†  City on a Hill 

 

"You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden." 
(Matthew 5:14) 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 
 

T his is an exhilarating moment for us.  Our capital campaign, a true success, has been 
completed (although ongoing gifts are always welcome!) and we are ready to build 

into our future together.  Please mark your calendars for January 26th for our “roll-out” 
during the annual meeting between services, where much specific good news will be shared.  
As the church is much more than stones and mortar, however, let’s once again consider why 
we do what we do because of Whose we are. 

Our chief end as a parish is to glorify God by lifting up our Savior Jesus Christ in 
thought, word and deed.  Emanating from this central hub of vision, St. Paul's serves a 
number of secondary functions, including enhancing spiritual formation, caring for one 
another, witnessing to the world around us, etc.  And there is another spoke in particular that 
is of great importance as we consider the church's role in society: serving as a stabilizing 
force in our culture. 

The church is a preserving instrument holding forth in a general sense what are 
historically known as the Platonic transcendental ideals that helped build Western 
civilization: beauty, truth and goodness.  Standing upon such inherited philosophical virtues 
with the specific power of Christ's Gospel, the church embodies a higher path of spiritual 
transformation while fostering education, art, music and service.  With the increasingly 
transient nature of modern existence, a parish like ours embodies stability, consistency and 
the predictability of good news.  To put it simply, the church cements life best lived (John 
10:10).  229 years and going strong, we know our purpose. 

Countless people drive by our beautiful little castle each week, and its outward 
appearance standing out so differently from the typical architecture around town speaks to 
the atypical role we serve as well.  For God has called us to be a timeless city on a hill, in 
the world but not of it, sending forth light into darkness.  What occurs within our walls and 
then pours out into Brookfield and beyond is nothing short of the cleansing, restoring and 
life-transforming touch of God.  With Christ in us, we participate in 
holding things together, seen and unseen (Colossians 1:7). 

As joyful stewards of the divine life entrusted to us, let’s look once 
again at our three-fold vision, where we are: 1) a remnant witness; 2) a 
healing oasis; and 3) a mission post for youth.  Just as we are readying 
our physical plant for a bright future, so we are surrounding God's 
renewed vision in this moment; a vision calling us to play an 
increasingly faithful role in the lives of our divine city's people, and in 
particular our youth who will be leading our church, society and 
country in the years to come. 

I close with a verse from the hymn, "The Day Thou Gavest Is 
Ended," speaking to the fortifying mission of the church, and one we 
sang together during the service where I was Installed as your Rector: 

We thank thee that thy Church, unsleeping 
while earth rolls onward into light, 
through all the world her watch is keeping 
and rests not now by day nor night. 

May God add strength, honor and blessing to our city set on a hill. 

Devotedly in Christ, 

January 9, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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† Annual Meeting On January 26th 

N otice is hereby given of the 230th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 
174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2014, in 

the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will make appointments 
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age are 
eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 8:00 
am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday 
School classes will be held at their normal time at 10:30 am.  There 
will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.  Prior to the meeting we will 
have a parish brunch. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 9 - 12:00 pm - Christian Men’s Luncheon, Armando’s Restaurant, Bethel 

   1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:00 pm - Property Committee 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Praise Moves 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Parish Hall 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jan 12 - First Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

Tue, Jan 14 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group 

Wed, Jan 15 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Jan 16 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 18 - Confession of St. PeterConfession of St. Peter 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Praise Moves, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jan 19 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

"Sometimes we cannot see the light, but God always sees the light, 
and that is much better than our seeing it.  Better for the judge to 
see my innocence than for me to think I see it."         - Charles Spurgeon 
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Click for more info. 

†  Alpha is HERE! 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30 pm 

from January 11– March 22nd.  Come yourself.  Bring your friends.  

Bring your questions. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact 

Tara with questions. 

 

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Saints of God 
 

January 9th 
 

Julia Chester Emery 
Missionary, 1922 

 

J ulia Chester Emery was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts, in 1852.  In 1876 she 
succeeded her sister, Mary, as Secretary of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Board of 

Missions which had been established by the General Convention in 1871. 
During the forty years she served as Secretary, Julia helped the Church to recognize its 

call to proclaim the Gospel both at home and overseas.  Her 
faith, her courage, her spirit of adventure and her ability to 
inspire others combined to make her a leader respected and 
valued by the whole Church. 
 She visited every diocese and missionary district within the 
United States, encouraging and expanding the work of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary; and in 1908 she served as a delegate to the 
Pan-Anglican Congress in London.  From there she traveled 
around the world, visiting missions in remote areas of China, in 
Japan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Hawaii, and then all the 
dioceses on the Pacific Coast before returning to New York.  In 
spite of the fact that travel was not easy, she wrote that she went 
forth “with hope for enlargement of vision, opening up new 
occasions for service, acceptance of new tasks.” 

Through her leadership a network of branches of the Woman’s Auxiliary was 
established which shared a vision of and a commitment to the Church’s mission.  An 
emphasis on educational programs, a growing recognition of social issues, development of 
leadership among women, and the creation of the United Thank Offering are a further part 
of the legacy Julia left to the Church when she retired in 1916. 

In 1921, the year before she died, the following appeared in the Spirit of Missions: “In 
all these enterprises of the Church no single agency has done so much in the last half-
century to further the Church’s Mission as the Woman’s Auxiliary.”  Much of that 
accomplishment was due to the creative spirit of its Secretary of forty of those fifty years, 
Julia Chester Emery. 

†  Ladies to Study Timothy 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Timothy starting January 
28th at 9:15 am.  Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus, encouraging him in his 

faith,and affirming his leadership and abilities. Timothy’s work was overwhelming, so 
Paul gave him a set of guidelines for choosing leadership within the congregation to 
help Timothy in his ministry.  This Bible study of Timothy looks at these guidelines that 
provide today’s church with the most thorough instruction for choosing strong and 
godly leaders. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 am.  
To register please call or email Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $8-$10 (depending on how many sign-up). 

When I live out of discipline, I'm admired - When I live out of passion, I'm contagious. - B. Johnson  

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to them 
in assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And a voice came from the heavens, saying, ‘This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased.’”      Matthew 3:17 
 

A t the Baptism of Jesus, God made it clear that He was giving us 

the greatest gift He could give.  He was giving us His only Son.  

When you really think about the magnitude of that gift of Jesus sent to 

save us, plus all of the many other blessings that God has entrusted into 

our hands, it is very humbling.  God has given us so much.  What do 

we give in return? 

F or the month of January, John and 

Bev Carr will be teaching a study on 

Prayer.  During the course of the study, both 

middle and high school groups will meet 

from 4:30 - 6:30.  Don't miss out on an 

awesome unit led by two members of St. 

Paul's prayer team. 

Congratulations Nicole and 
Patrick on the birth of Adalyn! 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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T he Rector's Forum continues its course on 

Matthew!  Running through May of 2014, 

Fr. Joe and Tara Shepley will lead a verse by verse 

study on the Gospel of Matthew.  Please join us in the 

Guild Room starting at 9:30 am each week for this 

exploration of God's Word. 

The 
Rector’s 
Forum 

 

†  Why Was Jesus Baptized? 
by Mari-Anna Stålnacke @flowingfaith 

 

H ave you ever wondered why Jesus was baptized?  John the Baptist had been calling 
people to repent.  But Jesus was sinless, right?  Why did he get baptized?  Why did 

John the Baptist baptize Jesus? 
Jesus then appeared, arriving at the Jordan River 

from Galilee. He wanted John to baptize him.  John 
objected, “I’m the one who needs to be baptized, not 
you!”  But Jesus insisted.  “Do it.  God’s work, 
putting things right all these centuries, is coming 
together right now in this baptism.”  So John did it.  
The moment Jesus came up out of the baptismal 
waters, the skies opened up and he saw God’s Spirit - 
it looked like a dove - descending and landing on 
him.  And along with the Spirit, a voice: “This is my 
Son, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my 
life.”  (Matthew 3:13-17, MSG, emphasis added) 

The baptism of Jesus was part of God’s salvation 
plan.  Jesus was sinless and he did not need 
repentance.  But he did it for us.  When Jesus 
surrendered to God’s will and got baptized he took the sins of the world on him.  This 
baptism started the process to the cross. 

Christ himself suffered on account of sins, once for all, the righteous one on behalf of 
the unrighteous.  He did this in order to bring you into the presence of God.  Christ was put 
to death as a human, but made alive by the Spirit.  (1 Peter 3:18, CEB) 

Jesus was baptized for the same reason he went to the cross. 
So we would know how much God loves us. 
That we could be made alive by the Holy Spirit. 
God indeed went to great lengths to bring us into his presence. 
And God still goes to great lengths to get our attention. 
No matter what God will not give up on us. 
No matter what God will love us. 
Let’s not keep him waiting on us! 
Let’s run to Him! 

O ur St. Paul's annual meeting will 

be held between the services on 

1/26/14.  We need some helping hands to 

put together some egg casseroles, do 

some serving and cleaning up.  There will 

be sign up sheets along with the egg dish 

recipe in the back of the church.  Please 

consider helping out.  Call Mary Allen, 

203-775-6633 or chamla@charter.net 

with any questions.  Thanks all. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_dr9njVzKM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_dr9njVzKM


8  

 
†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Some (Scholarly) Thoughts on Rite I 

 

I  first started worshiping semi-regularly* at St. 
Paul’s in the early 1980’s, and as I recall, 

the then new 1979 Prayer Book had been fully 
adopted, but with Rite I as the usual norm.  
In subsequent years it began to alternate 
with Rite II and in time the former dropped 
out of use except for special occasions.  For 
nearly a year now, however, we have been 
using Rite I twice a month at our regular 
Wednesday Eucharists; and it is no secret that I 
welcomed (and even encouraged) this development.  Let me 
say a little bit about why. 

The language.  While I comfortably use modern forms, I find that 
the words of Cranmer and Coverdale† are just sufficiently out of the ordinary to remind us 

that what we are doing is also out of the ordinary.  An 
extra bonus is that they can provide a precision of 
meaning which is sometimes lost in modern speech.  
For example, the forms thee and thou are not (as some 
people seem to believe) simply pronouns for God; they 
are singular, and distinguish between addresses to 
individuals or to a group.  (By the 1500’s thou was 
already being reserved in common usage for relatives 
and more familiar friends; the deliberate decision to 
use it for all singulars in the liturgy was, I think, 
intended as a reminder that in Christ we encounter each 
other as brethren, and not just casually.  It may take 
some teaching and reflection to catch on to these 
distinctions; should not our worship encourage 

teaching and reflection? 
The atmosphere.  Earlier Prayer Books (from which Rite I was derived) are often 

accused of being heavily penitential and even gloomy.  While overstated, this has some 
truth to it.  The options available in Rite I allow a much broader choice of approaches.  The 
specifically penitential element, for example, can 
range from the simple inclusion of a petition for 
forgiveness of sins in the Prayers of the People all 
the way up to the Reading of the Decalogue (p. 317) 
or the Summary of the Law (p. 318 or 324), the 
Long Exhortation (p. 316) various forms of bidding 
and confession (pp. 319 and 330), the Comfortable 
Words (p. 331, and/or the Prayer of Humble Access 
(p. 337).  Similarly elements of praise or joy can be 
varied.  Gloria in excelsis (or some other hymn of 
praise) (p. 324) is required on more festive 
occasions, barred on certain penitential ones, and 
optional at other times; and other elements 
(including the choice of hymns) can be varied 

similarly.  
Most of these options are also available in Rite II; my 
point is simply that Rite I offers the same range. 
Theological balance.  Historically, Creation and the 
Incarnation were both emphasized at Morning and 
Evening Prayer while the Eucharist emphasized 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Christ’s Atoning Death and Glorious Resurrection.  Rite I 
gives increased attention to the first two elements (especially 
in the new Proper Prefaces for Sundays (p. 344) and in the 
new Eucharistic Prayer B (p. 340).  While Rite II has given 
more attention to Creation and Incarnation, it seems to 
downplay the Atonement aspect of the Crucifixion. 

In conclusion, I would certainly encourage continued use 
of Rite II, but with a more balanced use of Rite I as well, not 
just here, but in the Church at large. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

___________________________ 

* Then, and for many years after, I was doing frequent supply and interim 
ministry with St Paul’s as an ecclesiastical pied-à-terre.  Some recollections 
may be confused. 
† Archbishop Thomas Cranmer was the primary translator, editor, and 
composer of the first English BCP; Myles Coverdale was the primary 
translator of the English Bible used for most quotations in the BCP including 
the Psalter.  

(Continued from page 8) Some (Scholarly) Thoughts on Rite I 
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable 

items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided 

by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 

pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  Delivery is made to 

one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Becoming a Welcoming Congregation 
by Neal O. Michell 

 

M any growing congregations grow, not because they have a particularly excellent 
newcomer’s ministry, but because they are a welcoming congregation.  Although 

it certainly helps to have a quality newcomer’s ministry, many congregations grow because 
they are, quite simply, welcoming congregations.  They are aware of the newcomers in their 
midst, and they have a value of “welcoming the stranger.” 

These suggestions for becoming a welcoming congregation are not so much 
programmatic as they are values that individuals can embrace: 

Remember the rule of 3 to 1.  Talk to three newcomers on any given Sunday for every 
one regular person that you talk to.  Remember that the church is for fellowship as well as 

business and that busy leaders should avoid the impulse to 
spend times of fellowship doing business with other busy 
leaders. 
 Pass off the new person you’ve just met to someone 
else.  Don’t just greet someone and say, “It was nice to 
meet you.”  Introduce them to someone else.  Let your 
newcomers connect to as many people as possible. 
 Introduce yourself with a question.  Many people don’t 
like to talk to newcomers because they are afraid of 
embarrassing themselves by mistaking a long-time member 
with a newcomer.  An easy way to get around that fear is to 
introduce yourself, “Hi, my name is ________.  I’ve been 
coming here two years.  How long have you been coming 
to this church?”  This open-ended question doesn’t presume 
that the person you’re speaking with is a newcomer or a 
member.  It allows them to reveal either. 

Don’t monopolize the priest.  Most newcomers really would like to visit with the priest. 
I once visited a church where the line to talk to both priests was about 25 people long.  So, I 
left rather than wait to visit with the priests.  They need to be available to greet new folks.  
The priest is one of the greatest evangelistic tools that the church has. 

When giving directions: take, don’t point.  When I go to my local sporting goods store, 
I’m always so impressed that when I ask for directions, the customer service agent never 
points me in the direction where I need to go.  This person usually walks with me until we 
get to the department that I’m looking for.  In most of our churches, this kind of personal 
assistance only takes a minute.  Don’t point them in the direction of the nursery, take them 
there.  It is so gracious. (Besides, my mother always told me that is not polite to point.) 

Have a positive attitude about your church.  If you’re not excited about your church, 
nobody else will be either.  A positive attitude is infectious. 

Don’t just meet, invite.  That is, don’t just say hello to the newcomer, find out what his 
or her interests are and connect that person with an appropriate activity or person in the 
church, such as ministry, small group, Sunday school class, Bible study, and so forth. 

†  Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!   
 

W e continue to collect socks for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Thanks to everyone who has 

already placed donations in the big bins in the Parish Hall.  This will be 
ongoing.  So, if you would still like to make a donation, please do so.  
Many blessings to you all as we bless those less fortunate. 
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†  Affirmation 
 

I magine a devout Jewish boy, studying the sacred scriptures, using 
them as guideposts to navigate through life, seeking the passages 

that resonate most.  After many years, he is ready.  He has studied long 
enough; now he must take action.  What words does he choose to launch 
this next phase, to bless his beginning? 

If that young man were Jesus, two signature verses emerged from 
long reflection.  They epitomized what he found most important, what 
would mark his ministry from then on. 

 

“I will proclaim the decree of the Lord, who said to me, ‘You are my 
son; today I am your father.’” (Psalm 2:7) 

 

“Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am 
pleased.” (Isaiah 42:1) 

 

Jesus’ gradually dawning clarity about his mission was then 
confirmed by the voice of God at his baptism, speaking a composite of 
the two texts.  Hearing those words must have brought a deep joy, a 
conviction that God was affirming his decision and would cooperate with 
his work.  He must have treasured them over and over – in the desert where he was tempted, 
in the marketplace where he was taunted, in the garden where he was betrayed, and on the 
cross where he died.  Do we cling to that same affirmation of ourselves? 

- Living the Good News 
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† Vestry Meeting 
December 11th 

Opening:  Fr. Shepley opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30.  Phil Hannah led the 
meeting and led a devotional on the gifts of 
the spirit and putting them to use in our 
ministries, Romans 12:3-13 and 12:1. 

Sandy Chaleski gave her thanksgivings for 
all the things God has given her in life.  The 
November minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Income in 
November exceeded expenses by $6,484 for 
a net of $952 expenses over income YTD so 
far.  The Capital Fund has a balance of 
$59,149.83. 

 

Committee Reports: The Property 
Committee reported that the barn has been 
cleaned out and a tree near it has been cut 
down.  They are working on a list of 
necessary repairs and a wish list for 2014. 

The Mission Committee presented their 
budget for 2014 for a total of $27,300.  The 
budget was approved as presented.  The 
Communications Committee reported an 

increase in public participation at Trunk & 
Treat this year.  They will be promoting 
Lessons & Carols through the local media. 

The Building Committee will have a 
meeting on 12/12/13 and will be signing the 
contract in 1/2014. 

Hearts to Hands reports that there have 
been many offers of help and some requests 
for help. 

 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley is excited 
about the Hearts to Hands ministry and 
Praise Moves and all that God is providing 
for us as we keep our eyes on Jesus.  44% of 
the congregation has pledged to the Capital 
Campaign to date.  There will be a Service of 
Restoration & Remembrance on 12/14/13 
and Lessons & Carols on 12/15/13. 

 

Old Business: There was no old business. 
 

New Business: Employee raises were 
discussed.  All regular employees were 
approved for a raise of 1.5%, the Diocesan 
recommendation.  The Vestry approved a 2% 
raise for Fr. Shepley in appreciation for all of 
his leadership. 

 

Closing: The meeting closed with prayer  
by Fr. Shepley at 8:25 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  The Hearts to Hands Ministry: We Need Your Help  
 

A  big thank you to all of those who have signed up to be a potential source of help 
for future parishioner needs!  Our ongoing prayer is that God would use the 

generosity of his people, right here at our church, to meet the needs of others in our parish. 
Do you have any experience in obtaining subsidized housing?  If so, we can use 

your assistance as we are working on more permanent residency for a parishioner. 
 Hearts to Hands Ministry's main purpose is to confidentially assist members of our 
church family during an emergency crisis.  We do this by asking fellow members of 
the congregation to prayerfully consider helping a parishioner in need by offering an 
investment of their time or a financial contribution.  Help can come in big and small 
ways.  Some specific examples are: 

Temporary Housing: Any amount of time would be helpful; a night, a week or more.  
If needed, we will ask a group of individuals collectively to house someone over time. 

Experience with resume preparation/interview skills to help someone secure new 
or improved employment. 

Repairing a necessary appliance, plumbing, emergency car repair, etc. 

Financial Assistance: Providing a gift card for food or gas, helping to cover a 
parishioner's bill one month, etc. 
 Please prayerfully consider how God would like to use you to support this new 
ministry opportunity at St. Paul's. 
 Contact: Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 or Nicole O'Connors 860-788-2995. 

tel:860-355-5672
tel:860-788-2995
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The Sinless One to Jordan Came  
Gradual Hymn Christ When For Us You Were Baptized 
Offertory Shall We Gather at the River  
Closing Hymn O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 

 

O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 
 

T his hymn looks with wonder on the love expressed through Jesus' life - how he 
came down from heaven to live among us (v. 1) - how he bore temptations for us 

and was baptized for our sake (v. 2) - how he prayed for us and worked for us (v. 3) - how 
he died for us (v. 4) - and rose from death to 
return to his heavenly home (v. 5).  It calls us 
to give glory to "our Lord and God for love so 
deep, so high, so broad." 
 The author of this hymn, Thomas a 
Kempis, was a Catholic monk who is well-
known for his devotional book, The Imitation 
of Christ, in which he calls us to live like Jesus 
lived.  This hymn is very much in keeping with 
that book as it reminds us of the sacrificial life 
that Christ lived in our behalf. 

We need to hear what Thomas has to say.  We have heard so much 
about Jesus being born in a manger that we have largely lost our sense 
of wonder that God would come down from heaven to live among us - 
and to die for us.  It is a true story of a prince becoming a pauper to 
serve his people.  We need to be reminded that God loves us and has 
gone to great lengths to save us.  We need to recover our sense of 
wonder that God would love us even when we don't deserve it. 

- Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 
be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 
song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s set includes: 
Oh Our Lord – Paul 
Baloche 
Befriended – Matt 
Redman 
King of Heaven – 
Paul Baloche 
God With Us – All 
Sons & Daughters 
God of the 
Redeemed – Bethel 
Music 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdX7XXXBWO8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OMB0YgF5PU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8EIjGXtCLk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fF6Q1CNrO-k
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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 †  Chicken, Chorizo & Tortilla Soup 
 

Directions: 
Preheat medium soup pot over medium-high heat.  Chop 
tenders into bite-size pieces.  Wash up, then season 
chicken with salt and pepper.  Dice chorizo.  Add extra-
virgin olive oil and chicken to pot.  Lightly brown 
chicken 2 minutes, then add the chorizo and garlic.  
Cook another 2 to 3 minutes, then add peppers, onions 
and potatoes.  Cook 5 minutes, then stir in tomatoes, 
kidney beans, and hot sauce.  Add chicken stock and 
bring soup to a bubble.  
Preheat broiler.  Reduce 
heat and simmer until 
potatoes are tender 10 
to 12 minutes.  Ladle 
soup into shallow 
bowls and top each 
bowl with a generous 
handful of crushed 
tortillas and cheese.  
Melt cheese under hot 
broiler.  Garnish with 
scallions and herbs. 

Ingredients: 
1 pound chicken tenders 
Salt and pepper 
3/4 pound chorizo sausage, in 
packaged meats case near 
kielbasa 

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive 
oil 

3 cloves garlic, smashed 
1 red bell pepper, chopped 
1 medium onion, chopped 
6 small red potatoes, diced 
1 (15-ounce) can fire roasted 
chopped tomatoes 
(recommended: Muir Glen) 

1 (15-ounce) can dark red kidney 
beans, drained 

2 teaspoons hot sauce 
1 quart chicken stock 
1 sack red or blue corn tortilla 
chips 

2 cups shredded pepper jack or 
smoked Cheddar 

Suggested garnishes: chopped 
scallions, chopped cilantro or 
fresh thyme leaves 

†  Happy 

Birthday to 

You! 
Push the Start 

Button for your special 

Happy Birthday video. 
 

D avid 

Franklin 

celebrates 

today!  Saturday is the 

big day for Brendan 

Connors & David 

Chadwick.  Lauren 

Emmett, Nathaniel 

Hill & Selma Lindsay 

will be opening presents 

on Tuesday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWRsSRFfkvw
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

 “Baptized in the Jordan” 
 

 Isaiah 42:1-9 

I n our lection from the Hebrew Bible we hear of the mission of the Lord’s servant, the 
one whom God has chosen to bring forth justice and salvation.  This is the first of the 

“servant songs” that form a portion of the Book of Isaiah, written at the time when the exile 
in Babylon was ending and the city of Jerusalem had begun to be restored.  The servant is 
sometimes thought to be an individual, or is understood as an idealization of Israel.  
Christians see in the servant a prefigurement of the ministry of Jesus, who 
will become a light to the nations of the world. 
 Psalm 29 

The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a mighty 
thunderstorm. 

 Acts 10:34-43 
In this reading we learn how Peter recognizes that the good news, 

which Jesus began to proclaim after his baptism, now extends to all people.  
At first Peter was slow to believe that God wanted him to bring the word to 
a non-Jew.  But God has revealed this to Peter, and Peter gladly responds to 
Cornelius, a Roman centurion, together with his family and friends.  Peter 
and the disciples are witnesses to Christ’s ministry, death, and resurrection 
and have been commanded to preach forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ 
name. 

 Matthew 3:13-17 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism.  John wonders why Jesus 

should come to him to receive a baptism for the remission of sins, but Jesus tells him that it 
is right and fitting.  After he is baptized, the Holy Spirit is manifest.  A voice from heaven 
proclaims who Jesus is, with words that echo ancient oracles concerning the king and the 
calling of the Lord’s chosen servant. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

S o who were these Wise Men?  Last weeks sermon looks at the 
historical, political and spiritual background of the Magi, while 

demonstrating the divine plan of God through history.  Their example 
shows us why we worship Jesus Christ today.  To replay all our 
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday Sermons. 

Acts 10:43 
All the prophets 

testify about him that 

everyone who believes 

in him receives 

forgiveness of sins 

through his name."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#SECOND
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi1_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

“For you were bought with a price, therefore glorify 

God in your body and in your spirit which are God’s.” 

       1 Corinthians 6:20 - Foundation Scripture 

Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

Classes at St. Paul’s 

January 4th – February 

15th, Saturdays 10 am. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall 

or email Mary for more 

information or 

questions 

 

Great for Men and 

Women - All fitness 

types will experience 

benefits of 

PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, Tom Balash and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
…..St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church, Collinsville; St. James’, 
Danbury. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Wardens, treasurers, clerks, other vestry members, delegates and 
other elected lay leaders; annual parish meetings. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Burundi; the people of Gabon; and our sister and 
brother members of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Nigeria - Christians displaced by Muslim insurgents. 
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of January. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart 
condition. 
…..Please pray for Christians (and non-Christians) in South 
Sudan amidst unrest there.  
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Pray for the provision and encouragement of the widows of 
murdered Colombian pastors. 
 

 

Luke 4:40 "When the sun was setting, the people brought to 
Jesus all who had various diseases and laying his hands on each 

one, he healed them."  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 
 
Where was Jesus baptized by 
John? 

Trinity Church, Collinsville, who we pray for this 

week in our cycle of prayer (see above), was on 

the move in 1964...literally.  Click on the video 

below to see how. 

G od answered our prayers for 

a man going through 

prostate surgery; he is now recouping.  

We prayed for a woman with double 

pneumonia; she is now back at work. 

http://www.stpeterscheshire.org/
http://holyadventclinton.org/default.asp
http://www.trinitycollinsville.org/
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burundi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
http://www.c-m-e.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Johns-Church-Sandy-Hook/186658094681226
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/faith_food_pantry_st_johns_episcopal_church_06482
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sudan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sudan
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUsRg_w6oIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUsRg_w6oIE
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.trinitycollinsville.org/1_about_us_history.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUsRg_w6oIE
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

The Three Camels 
By Harrison Woodard 

 

A  long time ago, there were three 
camels named Erin, Nina and 

Penda.  They wanted to travel to distant lands 
and visit wonderful places.  The wise men that 
owned them rarely left their palace.  Instead, they 
spent their days studying ancient writings, and their 
nights searching the stars. 

 The three 
camels prayed, “God, 
please send us on an adventure.”  And God answered 
their prayer. 
 Several nights later, the wise men loaded their 
camels and headed west, towards a bright star.  They 
traveled all through the night and into the next day 
until they reached an oasis.  There, they rested in the 
shade of the big palm trees.  Erin said, “I think I know 
where we’re going.”  “Where?” asked the other two.  
“My master, Melchior, placed a jar of myrrh on my 
back.  This is a gift given to a great general.  A man 
willing to serve his people and give his life for them if 

necessary.  His house will be large and he will have hundreds of servants and soldiers 
attending his needs.”  The other camels nodded, “You may be right.” 

(Continued on page 19) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Mary Allen, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker, 
Lynne Donnelly, Carolyn Legg, Bill Loring, 
Diane 
Loring, 
Heather 
Melody, 
Beth Miller,  
Nicole 
O’Connors, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 
Pendergast, Ken Perry, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley. 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct


 19 

 

At sunset, they approached a large house.  “See, I told you,” bragged Erin.”  This must 
be the general’s house.”  The three wise men spent the evening with the general who 
provided them with delicious food and entertainment.  The camels were treated kindly as 
well.  After dark, they talked with the animals in the stable.  “Who lives here?” asked Erin. 
“He must be a very great man.”  “He is my master General Kadar,” said a donkey.  “He is a 
great warrior and faithful servant to his King.”  The camels went to sleep, honored to visit 
such a great man’s home. 

The next morning the wise men continued the journey.  After traveling all morning, they 
stopped at another oasis to rest. 

“My master did not leave his gift with General Kadar,” said Nina.  “Neither did mine,” 
said Erin.  “I must have been wrong.”  
“I think I know where we are going,” 
said Penda.  “Where?” asked the other 
two.  “My master, Balthazar, loaded a 
chest full of gold on my back,” said 
Penda.  “Gold is a gift given to a king.  
This king must live in a fabulous 
palace somewhere to the west.  The 
other camels nodded, “You may be 
right.” 

After several more days, they 
arrived at King Herod’s palace.  The 
wise men stayed in the palace as the 
King’s guests.  In the stable, the 
camels were given water, food, and a 
place to sleep.  “See, I knew we were 
visiting a king,” bragged Penda.  The 
other camels said, “You were right.” 

But the next morning, the wise 
men continued their journey without 
leaving any of their gifts.  “I don’t 
understand,” said Penda. “If not a 
king, then who?”  “I think I know 
where we are going,” said Nina.  “Where?” asked the other two.  “My master, Gaspar, put a 
container filled with sweet-smelling frankincense on my back,” said Nina.  “Frankincense is 
the gift given to God.  I believe we are going to a great temple.  There will be many people 
offering their gifts and prayers to God.”  “You must be right,” said the other two. 

Later that day, they came to the great temple in Jerusalem.  “See, I knew we were 
visiting a temple,” bragged Nina.  The other camels said, “You were 

right.”  The wise men walked around the grounds and admired 
the beautiful structure.  But after a short time, they mounted 

their camels and continued the journey. 
 Nina asked, “If the gifts are not for God, then 

who?”  They had visited a great general, a king, 
and God’s holy temple, and none were worthy of 
their masters’ gifts.  “We must be visiting 
someone really special,” said Erin.  The other 
camels nodded, “You must be right.” 
 It was nighttime as they approached a small 
town called Bethlehem.  The great star led them 
to a very small house.  “Why did we stop?” 
asked Erin.  “Who could possibly live here?”  
The three wise men knocked on the door.  A man 
named Joseph greeted them, “May I help you?”  
“We have traveled many miles to visit the new 
king,” said Balthazar.  “We followed his star,” 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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added Gaspar.  “We want to worship him,” said Melchior. “Is he here?”  Joseph called to his 
wife, “Mary, bring Jesus here.  He has some visitors.”  Mary appeared in the doorway, 
holding a small child.  “This is Jesus,” said Mary.  The three wise men knelt down in front of 
Jesus and worshiped him. 

“I have a jar of myrrh for Jesus.  A gift to honor 
a great warrior and the life he will give for 
everyone,” said Melchior.  “Thank you,” said 
Joseph.  “I have brought a chest full of gold.  A gift 
worthy of the new king of the world,” said Balthazar 
as he handed the chest to Joseph.  “Thank you,” said 
Joseph.  “Here is a container of frankincense.  A gift 
worthy of the Son of God,” said Gaspar as he 
handed the container to Joseph.  “Thank you,” said 
Joseph. “God has granted great wisdom to you all.”  
The three wise men bowed.  “Will you be returning 
to your country tonight?” asked Joseph.  Gaspar 
answered, “We will spend the night in Bethlehem 
and leave in the morning.”  “God bless you and 
protect you,” said Mary as she and Joseph waved 
goodbye. 

That night, the three found rooms in an inn.  They praised God for what they had seen.  
During the night, the camels couldn’t sleep.  They talked about all that had happened.  
Suddenly, an angel appeared before them.  “Do not be afraid,” said the angel.  “I bring you 
great news.”  “What is it?” asked the camels.  “Each of you thought you knew who you were 
going to visit.  Erin said it would be a great warrior willing to give his life to save his people.  
You were right.  Jesus will give his life for all people and he will return and conquer all 
evil.”  “Penda said it would be a great king.  You were right too.  Jesus is the eternal king.  
His kingdom will never end.”  “Nina said it would be God.  And this was right as well.  
Jesus is God’s son,” explained the angel.  “Wow!” exclaimed the camels.  “There is nobody 
greater in the world!”  They thanked God for allowing them to see Jesus and be part of such 
a great event.  And then the angel told them, “Tomorrow morning I will lead you home.  
Don’t turn to the right or left, but follow me wherever I lead you.”  The three answered, “We 
will obey.” 

The next morning, the three wise men mounted their camels and tried to turn the camels 
towards the north, but the camels refused to turn.  They then tried to pull them to the south, 
but they still wouldn’t budge.  And then Gaspar said, “Last night I had a dream. I was 
warned not to go back and tell King Herod where to find the child.  He wants to hurt Jesus.”  
“I had that same dream,” said Melchior. “How will we get home?”  “We are to trust God,” 
said Balthazar.  “He will show our camels the way.”  And then the angel appeared in front of 
the camels.  But the wise men could not see or hear him.  “Follow me,” said the angel.  The 
camels followed him all the way to their own country.  Back at their home, they told all the 
other animals about their trip.  For the rest of their lives, they praised God for choosing them 
for such a great adventure. 

(Continued from page 19) 


