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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
†  Holy Atmosphere 

"Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you" 

 (Zechariah 8:23). 

Dear Friends, 

A tmosphere is vital.  We have the ability to take 

command of the atmosphere in any room we enter and 

any relationship we connect with, as Christ lives in and 

through us.  This is what spiritual authority looks like. 

During the time of the prophet Zechariah, five hundred 

years before Jesus, God's favor was recognizable among 

certain of His people, and others wanted to experience the 

blessings that came with such status.  Consider the ancient 

verse: “In those days ten people from all languages and 

nations will take firm hold of one of God's chosen people by 

the hem of his robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we 

have heard that God is with you.’”  People are drawn to an 

atmosphere of divine favor. 

This favor that would draw outsiders to God's inner 

realm found its fulfillment in Jesus, where the sick were 

instantly healed as they touched the hem of his robe 

(Matthew 13:46 and Luke 8:44).  We are His healing hands 

today.  "I in you," is Jesus' promise to all who follow Him 

(John 14:20). 

Visitors to St. Paul's discern that there is something 

holy in the atmosphere upon entering our church.  What 

they sense is the Risen Lord present through His Spirit 

among His people, creating a space of wonder, goodness 

and peace. 

St. Paul's is experiencing divine favor. It is the place to be right now in order to 

experience God's touch of blessing.  May we 

add to the compelling sense of delight by 

remaining bold in the truth, compassionate in 

healing and certain in love, with Christ as our 

center.  For we have the power to change the 

world.  And it all begins with atmosphere. 

Faithfully your Rector, 

January 16, 2014 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

JesusJesus  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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In this week’s Collect we pray, “grant that your people, illumined by your 
Word and Sacraments, may shine … that He my be known, worshipped and 
obeyed to the ends of the earth …”  Quite a tall order!  But even if we just start 
where we are, and share with those around us the wondrous blessings and gifts 
we have been given, the intentions of this prayer will be fulfilled. 

† Annual Meeting On January 26th 

N otice is hereby given of the 230th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 
174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2014, in 

the Parish Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will make appointments 
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age are 
eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 8:00 
am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.  Sunday 
School classes will be held at their normal time at 10:30 am.  There 
will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.  Prior to the meeting we will 
have a parish brunch. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 16 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 18 - Confession of St. PeterConfession of St. Peter 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Parish Hall 

   2:00 pm - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jan 19 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 

Mon, Jan 20 - Martin Luther King Day (Office Closed) 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Jan 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Women’s Evening Ministry, Guild Room 

Wed, Jan 22 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Jan 23 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Jan 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Parish Hall 

   10:00 am - Praise Moves, Parish Hall 

   6:30 pm - Alpha Course, Parish Hall 

Sun, Jan 26 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:00 am - Annual Parish Meeting & Brunch 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   4:30 pm - Youth Group 
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Click for more info. 

†  Got Questions? 

Father Joe, Tara, and the Alpha team invite you and your friends to our 

Saturday evenings of food, friendship, and inspiration.  Alpha is a 

relaxed manner to explore and grow in the Christian faith. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30 pm 

through– March 22nd.  Come yourself.  Bring your friends.  Bring 

your questions. 

Child care is provided per your request either reimbursed for in- home 

care or provided at the church; the choice is yours.  Please contact 

Tara with questions. 

 

T he Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is the oldest church in Christendom still in 

use and in continuous use since 565 when it was repaired by the Roman emperor 

Justinian. 

In the year 614, when the Per-

sians conquered Jerusalem and 

burnt it to the ground they came 

to Bethlehem and on the outer 

western church wall saw the 

ancient mosaic of the birth of 

Jesus, with admiration of the 

Magi gift givers. When the Per-

sians looked at the figures of 

their countrymen, they left the 

church intact without any dam-

age. 

 The day of Epiphany, Janu-

ary 6th, is therefore particularly 

important in Bethlehem.  

http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/stpaulisrael.htm
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†  Ladies to Study Timothy 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying Timothy starting January 
28th at 9:15 am.  Paul wrote to Timothy in Ephesus, encouraging him in his 

faith,and affirming his leadership and abilities. Timothy’s work was overwhelming, so 
Paul gave him a set of guidelines for choosing leadership within the congregation to 
help Timothy in his ministry.  This Bible study of Timothy looks at these guidelines that 
provide today’s church with the most thorough instruction for choosing strong and 
godly leaders. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15-11:00 am.  
To register please call or email Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $8-$10 (depending on how many sign-up). 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

January 18th 
 

Confession of St. Peter 
 

W hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.”  This rough fisherman and his 

brother Andrew were the first disciples called by 
Jesus. Peter figures prominently in the Gospels, 
often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth. 

It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, 
and began to sink; it was Peter who impulsively 
wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain 
of the Transfiguration; it was Peter who, just 
before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing 
his Lord. 

But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, 
risked his life to do the Lord’s work, speaking 
boldly of his belief in Jesus.  It was also Peter, the 
Rock, whose strength and courage helped the young Church in its questioning about the 
mission beyond the Jewish community.  Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had 
the humility to admit a change of heart, and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and 
his household.  Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his Jewish 
conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to the demands 
of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from table-fellowship with Gentiles. 

Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting Peter with 
Rome is early and virtually certain.  According to a legend based on that tradition, Peter fled 
from Rome during the persecution under Nero.  On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and 
asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”).  The Lord answered, “I 
am coming to be crucified again.”  Peter thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly 
thereafter crucified, head downwards.  “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he 
is supposed to have said. 

As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him, 
speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the 
godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful.  Simon, an ordinary human being, was 
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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F or the month of January, John and 

Bev Carr will be teaching a study on 

Prayer.  During the course of the study, both 

middle and high school groups will meet 

from 4:30 - 6:30.  Don't miss out on an 

awesome unit led by two members of St. 

Paul's prayer team. 

This Date in St. Paul's History, 1785 

On January 21, 1785, fifty-five persons residing in 

the Parish of Newbury (later to be incorporated as 

the Town of Brookfield in 1788), declared 

themselves to belong to the Episcopal Church.  

Artist John Warner Barber drew this view of 

the village of Brookfield on November 5, 1835.  

He is seen within the view itself, standing 

approximately where today’s Real Estate office / 

Old Village Store is, looking south toward the Center.  On the extreme right is a liberty pole, a 

vestige of the revolutionary period.  The three public buildings, from the right, are the 

Congregational Church, the Episcopal Church (with the four windows stood in the triangular 

island of land where route 133 heads down Junction Road) and the meeting house with its cupola. 

Entering the town center today on Route 25, the essential orientation and some of the buildings 

from Barber’s time remain largely the same.  The prominent rock hill remains to the left.  Our 

original Episcopal church building no longer stands and a Congregational Church with a 

cornerstone dated 1857 has replaced the earlier structure.  The town hall has been replaced with a 

similar building erected around 1875 which is now the home of the Brookfield Historical Society.  

Three of the five structures in Barber’s view on the left hand side have survived. 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  What Does He Think of Christ? 
 

I s yonder person a condemned or uncondemned man?  

Ask him what he thinks of Christ.  If he replies honestly, 

he says, “I do not accept God’s testimony about Jesus Christ; I 

do not receive Jesus as my Savior.”  Either he claims that he 

does not need a Savior or else he does not feel that Jesus is the 

Savior he needs.  He rejects the testimony of God concerning 

Christ.  Is not that enough to condemn a man? 

If a man in the very presence of the judge committed theft 

or murder, he would condemn himself; but is it not a still higher 

offense than this, in the very presence of God to do despite to 

his Son, by practically declaring his work and blood to have 

been unnecessary?  Is it not the height of daring that a soul 

should stand in the presence of the God of mercy and hear him 

say in his word, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 

the sin of the world,” and that the soul should reply, “I have 

nothing to do with the Lamb of God”?  What further witness do 

we want with regard to your enmity to God?  He that will not believe in Christ would 

murder God if he could.  His not believing in Christ is virtually to make God a liar. 

From a sermon by Charles Haddon Spurgeon entitled 

 "The Essence Of The Gospel," delivered December 4, 1870. 

†  Tom Balash, 1918-2014 
 

A  long time member of our Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Tom Balash 
died earlier this week after a lengthy convalescence.  A resident 

of Danbury, Tom spent his summers fishing in Canada and yearly 
brought one of the salmon he caught to the breakfast.  Click here for a 
link to his obituary and click here for a recent News-Times article on his 
athletic abilities. 

†  St. Paul’s Latest Eagle Scout 
 

J eff Janofsky, a member of St. Paul’s Boy Scout Troop 5, received his Eagle award at 
a ceremony held on January 5, 2014.  The Eagle Award is the highest rank given by 

the Boy Scouts of America.  The award is only presented to a scout who has attained the 
necessary merit badges, has demonstrated leadership within his troop, and has completed a 
very rigorous Eagle Project.  Mr. Janofsky’s project involved the construction of a series of 
raised garden beds at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church  here in Brookfield.  The garden 
beds will allow the preschool students to plant and grow flowers and vegetables as a part of 
their curriculum, as well as to have the parish members plant a variety of vegetables to ben-
efit the local food bank.  Jeffrey planned and managed the project, and it was completed 
with the help of Troop 5 scouts and leaders, along with family members and friends. 

Jeff Janofsky, an acolyte and member of St 
Paul’s Youth Group, is a graduate of 
Brookfield High School, Class of 2013 and 
was a member of the Varsity Swim Team for 4 
years (which achieved 3 State Championships). 

Currently, Jeff is a student at the University 
of Delaware in the Biological Sciences Pro-
gram.  His parents are Michele and Robert 
Janofsky, and he has two brothers:  Kevin, a 
Troop 5 Eagle Scout, and Nicholas, a Troop 5 
First Class Scout. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/newstimes/obituary.aspx?n=thomas-e-balash&pid=169097534&fhid=24225
http://www.newstimes.com/local/article/Ex-gymnast-94-marvels-at-Olympic-routines-3773325.php#photo-3297350
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable 

items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided 

by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 

pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  Delivery is made to 

one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!Sock It to ‘Em!   
 

W e continue to collect socks for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Thanks to everyone who has 

already placed donations in the big bins in the Parish Hall.  This will be 
ongoing.  So, if you would still like to make a donation, please do so.  
Many blessings to you all as we bless those less fortunate. 

†  Saints of God 
 

January 9th 
 

Richard Meux Benson and Charles Gore 
Religious, 1915 Bishop of Worcester, of Birmingham, and of Oxford, 1932 

 

R ichard Meux Benson and Charles Gore are remembered for their role in the revival 
of Anglican monasticism in the nineteenth century. 

 

R ichard Meux Benson, the principal founder of the Society of 
Saint John the Evangelist, was born on July 6, 1824, in 

London.  As a student at Christ Church, Oxford, he came under the 
influence of Edward Bouverie Pusey, who became his spiritual 
mentor and lifelong friend. 
 In 1849 Benson was ordained a priest and became rector of 
Cowley, a village neighboring Oxford.  In 1866, together with two 
other priests, he founded the Society of Saint John the Evangelist 
(SSJE), “a small body to realize and intensify the gifts and energies 
belonging to the whole Church.”  SSJE became the first stable 
religious community for men in the Anglican Church since the 
Reformation, styled as a missionary order patterned on St. Vincent de 
Paul’s Company of Mission Priests.  A branch house was established 

in Boston in 1870. 
In 1874 work began in Bombay, and later Poona.  By 1880 SSJE had opened a mission 

house in Cape Town, South Africa, and in 1903 in the Transkei.  Benson wrote the original 
SSJE Rule and served as Superior until 1890. 

 

C harles Gore was born in 1853 in Wimbledon and educated mainly at Oxford.  He 
was ordained in 1876 and served in positions at Cuddeston 

and Pusey House, Oxford, both of which were focused upon 
theological education and the formation of clergy.  While at Pusey 
House, Gore founded the Community of the Resurrection, a 
community for men that sought to combine the rich traditions of the 
religious life with a lively concern for the demands of ministry in the 
modern world. 

Gore, a prolific writer, was a principal progenitor of liberal Anglo
-Catholicism in late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Anglicanism.  He was concerned to make available to the church the 
critical scholarship of the age, particularly with respect to the Bible.  
A second but no less important concern was to prick the conscience 
of the church and plead for its engagement in the work of social 
justice for all.  Between 1902 and 1919, Gore served successively as bishop of the dioceses 
of Worcester, Birmingham, and Oxford. 
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†  Sharing Worship 
by The Rev. Paul Nancarrow, Staunton, Virginia 

 

C hristian worship is meant to be a shared activity, a participatory effort 
in which each person brings some unique and special element to the 

worshipping assembly as a whole.  As St. Paul described Christian worship in 
his first letter to the Corinthians, it was a kind of 
“gently controlled chaos.”  The people gathered 
in a house.  A host welcomed people and called 
them to prayer, and then all sorts of things 
happened.  One person might have received a 
letter from Paul or another teacher and read a 
section of it to the gathering.  Another recalled a 
Torah portion read in the synagogue that week 
and related it to the story of Jesus.  Someone 
might have received an insight from the Holy 

Spirit in prayer and shared it with the group.  Someone else might have 
prepared a sermon.  That was their contribution.  After a time of sharing 
various things, the host called the people to attention, told the story of Jesus at 
the Last Supper, gave thanks for bread and wine set before them, and shared 
Communion with the assembly.  That, as far as we can tell from historical sources, was 
the kind of worship service Christians offered in the earliest days of the Church. 

A great deal has changed since those earliest days: worship services have been 
formalized; liturgies have developed, been experimented with, stabilized and evolved, as 
they continue to change; forms of ordained ministry have grown up; and roles within the 
worship service have been codified, modified, done away with, and brought back again.  
Over the centuries, different ways of worshipping as Christians have been tried, 
abandoned, rediscovered, and otherwise handed on from generation to generation, but 
through all these 
changes, there has 
remained the basic 
idea that true worship 
involves each person 
bringing a unique 
contribution to the 
assembly’s action.  
The real presence of 
God in Christ 
through the Holy 
Spirit is best 
expressed by the 
bringing together of many persons’ actions in one united offering. 

One way we demonstrate the ideal of participation in worship is by involving a 
number of people in special roles within the liturgy.  Everybody has some part to play: 
some step forward from the assembly to lead a particular action for the sake of the 

whole, while others read 
the Word, administer the 
chalice, or lead the 
Prayers of the People. 
When you come 
together, each one has a 
hymn, a lesson, a 
revelation, a tongue, or 
an interpretation.  Let all 
things be done for 
building up.  Let all take 
part in the worship of 
the whole people of 
God. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Anglo-Catholicism 

 

A  few days ago, over a lunch with some fellow priests, the conversation turned to 
questions of what it means to be Anglo-Catholic, and what its value might be.  

Although we came to few conclusions, we agreed that the question was worth some further 
thought.  Here then are some of my thoughts. 

The earliest citation of the term in the OED dates from 1814 and simply reads, “Rome; 
whose church is Roman Catholic only, as ours is Anglo Catholic.” *  The wording, and the 
fact that the quote is from The Protestant Advocate, suggests that it did not at that time have 
a partisan sense.  Here the definition is simply, “Of or belonging to the Church of England 
as constituted by the Reformation, considered as a part of the universal Church.” 

After the 1833 beginning of the Oxford Movement with its renewed attention to the 
catholic heritage of the Church of England, the term Anglo-
Catholic continued to be used in this broader sense, but it also 
came to be used more specifically of those who favored this 
revival.  Some of the characteristics which have been identified 
with Anglo-Catholicism in this narrower sense include the use of 
traditional vestments (particularly the chasuble), chanting, incense, 
candles and bells in worship; an emphasis on the sacraments 
including both the centrality of the Eucharist and devotion to 
Christ present in the Sacrament, together with provision for 
Sacramental Confession, and Anointing of the sick.  Some of these 
are now commonplace in Episcopal churches, but others are still 
distinctly ‘High Church’.  One common characteristic is an 
appreciation of ‘the beauty of holiness’ expressed through church 
design and furnishings, in contrast to the ‘four bare walls and a 
sermon’ championed by Calvin and favored by English Puritans. 

Paradoxically, most Anglo-Catholics, while recognizing that the church as a whole does 
not fully share their beliefs, would still insist that the whole Anglican 
Communion is Catholic† and that their role is simply to reclaim and 
reemphasize this truth in and for the whole church.  The Anglo-
Catholic movement has never been monolithic, and has therefore no 
really firm boundaries - some will borrow heavily from contemporary 
Roman practices, others from pre-Vatican II usage, while yet others 
turn to Sarum and other English precedents.  Similarly there can be 
theological differences about, for example, beliefs about Mary with a 
general agreement on the Virgin Birth and that she is to be honored as 
the Mother of God, but much less agreement on such teachings as the 
Assumption or the Immaculate Conception. 
 How this witness can best be carried out in the 21st century has yet 
to be determined - it will be a matter of further and active consideration 
for me, and for many of us who claim the Catholic tradition in our 
practice of Anglican Christianity. . 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

___________________________ 

* Oxford English Dictionary, online edition, sv Anglo-Catholic.   
† Those who have left the church either for a ‘continuing 
Anglicanism’ or for Rome, Orthodoxy, or some other body have 
nearly all done so in the belief that recent changes in the Church 
(such as the ordination of women or shifts in moral teaching) have 
so compromised this catholicity that they can no longer consider 
this to be true of Anglicanism. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags were to 
them in assimilating into the congregation.  Please continue to be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Chasuble by J.N. Comper 

for St. Mark’s Philadelphia 

http://www.oed.com/
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2010/08/sir-j-ninian-comper-and-sisters-of.html#.UtcwXhBSZIk
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant 

from the womb...” Isaiah 49:5 

 

G od has formed each of us as His servants from the 

womb.  He blessed us with unique gifts and He 

provided us with the talents and skills we would need to do His 

work.  If we do not fulfill the unique vision that God had for us 

alone, who will do it? 
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O ur St. Paul's annual meeting will be held between the services on January 26.  We 

need some helping hands to put together some egg casseroles, do some serving and 

cleaning up.  There will be sign up sheets along with the egg dish recipe in the back of the 

church.  Please consider helping out.  Call Mary Allen, 203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net with any questions.  Thanks all. 

 

†  The Hearts to Hands Ministry: We Need Your Help  
 

A  big thank you to all of those who have signed up to be a potential source of help 
for future parishioner needs!  Our ongoing prayer is that God would use the 

generosity of his people, right here at our church, to meet the needs of others in our parish. 
Do you have any experience in obtaining subsidized housing?  If so, we can use 

your assistance as we are working on more permanent residency for a parishioner. 
 Hearts to Hands Ministry's main purpose is to confidentially assist members of our 
church family during an emergency crisis.  We do this by asking fellow members of 
the congregation to prayerfully consider helping a parishioner in need by offering an 
investment of their time or a financial contribution.  Help can come in big and small 
ways.  Some specific examples are: 

Temporary Housing: Any amount of time would be helpful; a night, a week or more.  
If needed, we will ask a group of individuals collectively to house someone over time. 

Experience with resume preparation/interview skills to help someone secure new 
or improved employment. 

Repairing a necessary appliance, plumbing, emergency car repair, etc. 

Financial Assistance: Providing a gift card for food or gas, helping to cover a 
parishioner's bill one month, etc. 
 Please prayerfully consider how God would like to use you to support this new 
ministry opportunity at St. Paul's. 
 Contact: Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 or Nicole O'Connors 860-788-2995. 

†  The Vision and The Reality 
by Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest 

 

“to those who are … called to be saints…”  - 1 Corinthians 1:2  
 

T hank God for being able to see all that you have not yet been.  You have had the 
vision, but you are not yet to the reality of it by any means.  It is when we are in the 

valley, where we prove whether we will be the choice ones, that most of us turn back.  We 
are not quite prepared for the bumps and bruises that must come if 
we are going to be turned into the shape of the vision.  We have 
seen what we are not, and what God wants us to be, but are we 
willing to be battered into the shape of the vision to be used by 
God?  The beatings will always come in the most common, 
everyday ways and through common, everyday people. 
 There are times when we do know what God’s purpose is; 
whether we will let the vision be turned into actual character 
depends on us, not on God.  If we prefer to relax on the 
mountaintop and live in the memory of the vision, then we will be 
of no real use in the ordinary things of which human life is made.  
We have to learn to live in reliance upon what we saw in the vision, 
not simply live in ecstatic delight and conscious reflection upon 
God.  This means living the realities of our lives in the light of the 

vision until the truth of the vision is actually realized in us.  Every bit of our training is in 
that direction.  Learn to thank God for making His demands known. 

Our little “I am” always sulks and pouts when God says do. Let your little “I am” be 
shriveled up in God’s wrath and indignation - ”I AM WHO I AM ... has sent me to 
you” (Exodus 3:14).  He must dominate.  Isn’t it piercing to realize that God not only knows 
where we live, but also knows the gutters into which we crawl!  He will hunt us down as 
fast as a flash of lightning.  No human being knows human beings as God does. 

mailto:chamla@charter.net
tel:860-355-5672
tel:860-788-2995
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=1+Corinthians+1%3A2
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3:14
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
Gradual Hymn Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word 
Offertory Christ is the World’s True Light 
Closing Hymn Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim 
 

Christ Is the World’s True Light 
 

G eorge W. Briggs wrote this song as a "missionary hymn" to 
emphasize one of the concepts of modern missions: “In Christ 

all races meet.”  The text was published in the Advent section of 
Oxford's Songs of Praise (1931) and in Briggs's Songs of Faith 
(1945), in which it was entitled "The Light of the World." 
 The text begins by affirming Christ's own saying, "I am the Light 
of the world" (John 8: 12).  Christ is 
the light and daystar who brings his 

people salvation from the darkness of sin.  Borrowing 
one of Paul's memorable teachings in Galatians 3:28 and 
Jesus' prayer for unity in John 17, the text confesses the 
essential unity of all humanity and especially the oneness 
of the family of God.  Only when the nations and all 
peoples submit to Christ's reign will our "groaning" 
world experience true peace and redemption. 

Percy E. B. Coller (b. Liverpool, England, 1895; d. 
unknown) composed the tune for this hymn: St. Joan and 
submitted it anonymously for publication in The Hymnal 
1940, where it was set to Briggs's text.  Coller must have 
enjoyed the companionship of a saintly wife because he 
named this tune in her honor.  As a boy chorister Coller 
sang in the Liverpool and Oxford Cathedral choirs, and at 
the age of fifteen he became suborganist of Liverpool 
Cathedral.  He was educated at Liverpool University and 
after World War I served as organist and choirmaster of 
St. Peter Church, Montreal, Canada. 

Want to listen 
in to what we’ll 
be singing on 

Sunday at 
10:30? Or do 
you want to 

listen to a song 
from last week 

once more? 
  You can listen on 

Spotify by clicking 
here: St. Paul's 10:30 
Service 

This week’s set includes: Open Up 
Our Eyes, I Love Your Presence, Great 
Are You Lord, Lord I Need You & 
Mighty to Save  

Danbury Deanery Lenten Quiet Day 
Saturday, March 8 

10:00 am till 2:30 pm 
At Trinity Church, Newtown 

 

Soulscapes:  A Geography of Grace 
 

Led by the Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 
The Christian Year is a journey of transformation, a 'hero's journey' we 

experience in the depths of our soul, year after year. Suzanne guides us 
through the journey, using art slides, music, text, and graphics, to help us 
realize we already "know the way" toward union with the Divine. 

Suzanne is the author of Grace's Window: Entering the Seasons of Prayer 
and Praying the Hours. She curates Soulwork Toward Sunday: a weekly “self-
guided retreat” based upon the coming Sunday's Gospel reading on her 
website www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org. 

Suzanne has served the church as a chaplain at Cornell University, Vassar College, as a 
children's priest, Christian Education consultant, and as a parish priest, but writing and retreat 
work continues to be her primary ministry. She and her husband Bill live in Woodstock, New 
York where she is currently writing a book on the mystical/ liturgical year. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iB7n5YRUi84
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37hq71dlcR8
http://www.hymnary.org/tune/st_joan
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlrAF6jAunA
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
http://www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org
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 †  Chicken Pot Pie 
 

Directions: 
Place 1 pie crust into a 9-inch pie plate, set aside.  Heat 
margarine/butter until melted.  Blend in flour, onion, salt 
and pepper stirring constantly.  Cook until smooth.  Stir 

in broth and milk, bring 
to a boil.  As mixture begins to thicken, add vegetables 
and chicken.  Pour mixture into prepared pie crust and 
add top crust.  Cut several slits in the top crust.  Bake at 
400º for 10 minutes, then lower temperature to 350º.  
Cook until mixture bubbles through.  Let cool for about 
10-15 minutes before serving so pie will thicken. 
 

Note: Pillsbury crusts recommended.  You can also add ½ 
cup of chopped ham. 
 

From “What’s Cooking at Saint Paul’s.” 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1/3 c. butter or margarine 
1/3 c. flour 
1/3 c. onion, chopped 
½ tsp. salt 
¼ tsp. pepper 
1 ¾ c. chicken broth 
2/3 c. milk 
2 c. cooked chicken, chopped 
1 10 oz. pkg. frozen peas and 
carrots 

2 prepared pie crusts 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
Push the Start Button for your special Happy Birthday video. 

 

G eorge Franklin, Ken Mott & Laila Cafone celebrate 

tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for Maria Silva.  Erin 

Williams, George Crocker & Kenneth Kumerle will all 

celebrate on Tuesday.  Oby Okwuka & Renee Castronova will 

be opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTVNvC_-Jkk
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

 Testifying to the Light 

 

 Isaiah 49:1-7 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the servant of the Lord reflects movingly on his 
mission - its sorrows and frustrations - and God’s high calling and promise to be with 

him.  The servant is sometimes thought to be an historical individual, or is understood as an 
idealization of Israel.  This song was probably composed as the exiles from Jerusalem were 
preparing to return to their devastated city.  Despite appearances, the Lord will make this 
servant a light to the nations. 

 Psalm 40:1-12  
A prayer for deliverance and a song of thanksgiving to God who 

has saved the Lord’s servant from great troubles and made it 
possible to sing God’s praise. 

 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
In this lesson Paul greets the members of the new Christian 

community in Corinth and offers thanksgiving for their growth in 
Christ.  He is writing from Ephesus some months after his first stay 
with the Corinthians, and he will shortly be concerned with many of 
their troubles and questions.  Now he reminds these disciples of their 
high calling and expresses his gratitude for their spiritual 
enrichment. 

 John 1:29-42 
In our gospel passage John the Baptist declares who Jesus is.  

The next day two of John’s followers become disciples of Jesus.  
One of these disciples is Andrew, who then brings his brother Simon Peter.  John has led 
them to understand that Jesus is God’s chosen one., the servant on whom God’s Spirit rests.  
He is the Lamb of God who will be a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

L ast Sunday’s sermons focused on the baptism of Jesus 
and the coming of the Spirit.  The 8 am tied all the 

readings together, whereas the 10:30 am sermon 
emphasized the prophet Isaiah's prophecy of Jesus.  Both 
equip the listener with an image of how to live in the Spirit..  
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link 
for The Sunday Sermons. 

Psalm 40:9 
In the roll of the book it 

is written concerning me: 

'I love to do your will, O 

my God; 

your law is deep in my 

heart."'  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
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A Christian Alternative to Yoga 

 

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement,  
and Strong Scripture combine for 

Weight Loss, Stress Relief, 

Flexibility, and Strength.  

“For you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God 

in your body and in your spirit which are God’s.” 

       1 Corinthians 6:20 - Foundation Scripture 

Certified PraiseMoves® 

Instructor 

Mary Perry, CPI 

Transform your 

Workouts into 

Worship™ with 

PraiseMoves®! 

 Classes at St. Paul’s 

January 4th – February 

15th, Saturdays 10 am. 

 

Sign up in Parish Hall or 

email Mary for more 

information or questions 

 

Great for Men and Women 

- All fitness types will 

experience benefits of 

PraiseMoves! 

 

maryperry2@me.com 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com?subject=Praise%20Moves
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake, Cy Dennerlein, and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..All ecumenical and interfaith endeavors involving our congregations and people.  For 
the Farmington Valley American Muslim Center, Avon.  For peace and 
peacemakers. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Brenda Darling, recovering from a fall. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, continued healing of her back. 
…..the people of Chad; the people of Guinea; and our sister and brother 
members of the Church of England. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Ginny Beck for general strength and good health. 
…..Nigeria - Christians displaced by Muslim insurgents. 
…..St. John’s, Sandy Hook and their Faith Food Pantry, which is the recipient 
of our food basket collections for the month of January. 
…..Bill Mayers’ daughter Kathleen, for recovery from a heart condition. 
…..Neil Buker who has cancer in his lung, colon, and possibly his liver; for a 
miracle healing. 
…..Please pray for Christians (and non-Christians) in South Sudan amidst unrest 
there.  
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Evangelists sharing the gospel in Muslim nations and for God's protection 
over them, and for much fruit from their work. 
…..Eric Lewis, that he is healed completely from his hiatal hernia surgery. 
 

 

Mark 6:56:b"They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak and all who 
touched him were healed."  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

Links We Like 
 
Things That Make You Think 
 
God You’re Real by Julianna & Joel Fletcher 

 
A New Look for a dour old 
Boston Cathedral 
 
Maeve is coming to the 
Community Coffeehouse this 
month.  Here’s a video from 
their last visit. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea
http://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Johns-Church-Sandy-Hook/186658094681226
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/faith_food_pantry_st_johns_episcopal_church_06482
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sudan
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.praisecharts.com/detail/arrangement/24740?fb_action_ids=10151879824511476&fb_action_types=og.likes&fb_source=other_multiline&action_object_map=%5b243722535795814%5d&action_type_map=%5b%22og.likes%22%5d&action_ref_map=%5b%5d
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2013/05/04/boston-paul-cathedral-sculptural-pediment-fills-space-left-vacant-nearly-years/NDoJxvk20OalWiexjbNOKK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2013/05/04/boston-paul-cathedral-sculptural-pediment-fills-space-left-vacant-nearly-years/NDoJxvk20OalWiexjbNOKK/story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpnd50WHlEU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpnd50WHlEU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpnd50WHlEU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpnd50WHlEU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpnd50WHlEU&feature=youtu.be
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 
 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks Sword Points: 
 

Mary Allen, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker, 
Lynne Donnelly, Harlan Jessup, Bill Loring, 
Diane 
Loring, 
Heather 
Melody, 
Beth Miller,  
Nicole 
O’Connors, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, Lori 
O’Hara, Linda 
Pendergast, Ken Perry, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen & 
Don Winkley. 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

