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The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

August 28th 

Augustine 
Bishop of Hippo & Theologian, 430 

A ugustine, 
perhaps the 

greatest theologian 
in the history of 
Western 
Christianity, was 
born in 354 at 
Tagaste in North 

Africa.  In his restless search for truth, he 
was attracted by Manichaeism and 
Neoplatonism, and was constantly engaged 
in an inner struggle with his personal morals.  
Finally, under the influence of his mother 
Monnica, Augustine surrendered to the 
Christian faith in the late summer of 386.  He 
was baptized by Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 

on Easter Eve in 387.  
After returning to North 
Africa in 391, Augustine 
found himself 
unexpectedly chosen by 
the people of Hippo to 
be a presbyter.  Four 
years later he was 
chosen bishop of that 

city.  His spiritual autobiography, The 
Confessions of St. Augustine, written shortly 
before 400 in the form of an extended prayer, 
is a classic of Western spirituality. 

Augustine wrote countless treatises, 
letters, and sermons. They have provided a 
rich source of new and fresh insights into 
Christian truth.  The Manichaeans had 
attempted to solve the problem of evil by 
positing the existence of an independent 
agency eternally opposed to God.  In 
refutation, Augustine affirmed that all 
creation is essentially good, having been 
created by God; and that evil is, properly 
speaking, the privation of good.  A rigorist 
sect, the Donatists, had split from the Great 
Church after the persecution of Diocletian in 
the early fourth century.  Against them, 
Augustine asserted that the Church was 
“holy,” not because its members could be 
proved holy, but because holiness was the 
purpose of the Church, to which all its 
members are called.  Stirred by Alaric the 
Visigoth’s sack of Rome in 410, Augustine 

(Continued on page 6) 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug 28 - 7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

Sat, Aug 30 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Aug 31 - Twelfth Sunday after PentecostTwelfth Sunday after PentecostTwelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Sep  1 - Labor Day (Parish Office closed) 

Tue, Sep  2 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Sep  3 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I & Healing 

Thu, Sep  4 - 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Property Committee, Class Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sep  6 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

  8:30 –2 pm - Music Ministry Retreat, Community Coffeehouse 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sep  7 - Thirteenth Sunday after PentecostThirteenth Sunday after PentecostThirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Crocker 

Hall 

Renovations 

Safety is of 

the utmost 

importance. 

The doors to 

the construc-

tion zone will 

be locked dur-

ing the work. 

Please do 

not contact 

the construc-

tion crew, nor 

attempt to en-

ter the site at 

any time.  
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 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held at the Perry’s Home 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at 

maryperry2@me.com 

†  Music Ministry Retreat 
 

T he 3rd Music Ministry Retreat will be held on Saturday, 
September 6, 8:30 - 2:00 at the Community Coffee House in 

Danbury (7 Madison Ave, Danbury).  The day will include a Bible 
study, singing, and planning ideas for the year ahead.  We will send 
out a more specific outline of the day as we get closer, but there will 
be coffee and muffins to start, and lunch will be provided. 

If you are free the night before, Friday, September 5, a pre-retreat 
evening of fellowship and worship has been planned at the 
Community Coffee House.  Come at 7:00, bring something to eat, 
and we’ll just enjoy being together. 

At your earliest convenience, please let Kirsten or Patrick  know 
whether you will or will not be attending on Saturday and/or Friday 
so that we can plan accordingly.  Thank you for all you contribute to 
worship at St. Paul’s.  We’re looking forward to the new year! 

†  What’s Your Spiritual Gift? 
 

Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts: 
 http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests 

 

Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift. 
 

Pastor 
The gift of pastor is the special ability that God gives to 

certain members of the Body of Christ to assume a long

-term personal responsibility for the spiritual welfare of 

a group of believers.  John 10:1-8 * Ephesians 4:11-14 * 

1 Timothy 3:1-7 * 1 Peter 5:1-3  

"We have a strange illusion that mere time cancels sin." 

~The Problem of Pain, by C. S. Lewis  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=276001376
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=276001434
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=276001480
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=276001527
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wrote his greatest work, The City of God.  In it he writes: “Two cities have been formed by 
two loves: the earthly by love of self, even to the contempt of God, the heavenly by the love 
of God, even to the contempt of self.  The earthly city glories in itself, the heavenly city 
glories in the Lord ... In the one, the princes, and the nations it subdues, are ruled by the 
love of ruling; in the other, the princes and the subjects serve one another in love.” 

Augustine died on August 28, 430, as the Vandals were besieging his own earthly city 
of Hippo. 

(Continued from page 2) 

† What’s In A Name? 

T o the people of Israel, a name was more than an identification for an individual.  

It was a statement about who that person was.  When Moses (whose name 

means “taken from the water”) met God for the first time via the burning bush, Moses 

wanted to know God’s name.  Moses wanted to know who God 

was.  God’s reply was, “I am.”  Derived from the Hebrew verb to 

be, this name let Moses know that the One he was speaking to 

was unlike anyone else.  God not only is, but he always was and 

always will be.  God alone was never created, and he exists 

totally independent from anyone or anything else.  “I am” is the 

one unchanging , eternal God. 

The Jewish people considered God’s name so holy that they refused to say it aloud 

for fear of using it in a way that dishonored him.  In the New 

Testament, however, Jesus not only 

spoke God’s name, but he also 

used it to refer to himself.  The 

people immediately tried to 

stone Jesus.  They knew God’s 

words in Exodus.  They 

understood that Jesus was calling 

himself God. 

When God told Moses his name, God revealed the essence of who he 

is—and confirmed in advance that the same essence was in his Son.  In the same way that 

God introduced himself to Moses, this verse introduces you to God.  It assures you 

that the “I am” of the universe is active and involved in life here on earth. 

Augustine of Hippo 

Seek not to grow in knowledge for the sake of applause and to enable you to dispute 

with others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls.   - Jonathan Edwards 
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 †  Crunchy Avocado Salad 

†  Burning Bush  
from his Weltchronik 

 

R udolf von Ems was born in the 
Vorarlberg in Austria.  His works 

were written between 1220 and 1254. He is 
thought to have died while accompanying 
King Conrad IV on his advance into Italy. 

He was one of the most learned and also 
most productive poets of his time, although 
not all his works are preserved.  Those that 
are, were distinguished by grace and 
sincerity in the narration, strict morality and 
technical mastery.  The illustration to the 
right is from The Chronicle of the World 
(Weltchronik), Rudolf's last work, 
dedicated to King Conrad IV. It narrates, as 
an addition to the Bible, the Historia 
scholastica of Petrus Comestor and the 
Pantheon of Godfrey of Viterbo, the history 
of the world from the creation up to the 
death of King Solomon.  

Directions: 
Gently toss 
the 
avocados, 
tomatoes, 
olives, 
chickpeas, 
parsley, 
vinegar, 
olive oil, 
cumin, 
paprika, salt 
and pepper 
in a large 
bowl. 
Crumble 
the chips over the top and serve. 

 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
2 ripe avocados, peeled, pitted and diced 
2 ripe beefsteak tomatoes, diced 
1/2 cup pitted nicoise olives, roughly 
chopped 

1 cup canned chickpeas, drained, rinsed 
and drained again 

2 tablespoons roughly torn flat-leaf 
parsley 

1/4 cup champagne vinegar 
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil 
1 teaspoon ground cumin 
1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
2 ounces blue corn tortilla chips 

N ow here’s a very vivid vision.  How can we 
live in God’s love and power so it will seem 

to us and to others that we’ve had some radical surgery 
- and that the love of His name (and all that that 

implies) is truly “grafted in our hearts”?  It’s probably 
easier for us to consider the challenges of physical 
heart surgery than to pray for the blessed addition to 
our bodies and minds the true Healer can make if 
called upon. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historia_scholastica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historia_scholastica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrus_Comestor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Godfrey_of_Viterbo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creation_myth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Solomon
mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/tomato/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/parsley/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/parsley/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/olive-oil/index.html
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Sunday School is beginning on 

Sept. 7th.  Parents: Please 

arrive 10 minutes early in 

order to register your child

(ren) for Sunday School. 

†  Happy Birthday 

to You! 
 

G regory Mable celebrates 

tomorrow!  Saturday is 

the big day for Jeanne Hill, 

Analee Kirner & Shannon 

Palmer.  Ruby Cofone & 

Vianna Schappach will be 

blowing out candles on Monday.  

Jacquelyn Letizia & Linda 

Volpe will be another year older 

and wiser on Tuesday.  Richard 

Baldelli will be opening presents 

on Wednesday.  Have a blessed 

day everyone! 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

August 28th 

Moses the Black 
Desert Father & Martyr, 400 

 

M oses of Ethiopia (d. c. 405), sometimes called Moses the Black, 
was a fifth century monk who lived in one of several isolated 

desert monasteries near Scete in Lower Egypt.  He was described as being 
tall, strong, “black of body,” and in his early life, the hot-blooded leader of 
a marauding robber band. 

Little is known of his actual life, but an imaginative collection of 
religious legends has accumulated about him.  Such tales point to the deep 
struggles of a Christian soul seeking salvation in difficult settings.  Moses 
was portrayed as a person of deep excesses, a slave who was both a thief 
and a murderer, a perennial fornicator who, after he became a monk, still 
struggled for several years with sexual fantasies.  To rid himself of sexual 
temptation he reportedly stood all night in his cell with his eyes open.  This 
endured for seven years, after which the temptations went away. 

He led an ascetic life, lived in a simple cell, and ate only ten ounces of dry bread each 
day.  Once when the monks gathered to judge a member who had sinned, Brother Moses 
arrived carrying a leaky basket filled with sand on his back.  He explained that what he was 
holding behind him represented his own many sins, now hidden from his own view.  “And 
now I have come to judge my brother for a small fault,” he remarked.  The other monks then 
each personally forgave their erring brother and returned to their cells. 

Moses was not ordained until late in life; also in his later years he founded his own 
monastery.  At about age 75 he was warned that an armed band of raiders was approaching 
to slay him.  “They who live by the sword shall die by the sword,” (Matthew 26:52) the 
former robber-murderer calmly replied.  He and six other brothers waited patiently, and 
were slain, after which a monastic account, St. Moses the Ethiopian recounts, seven crowns 
descended from heaven over the place where they were martyred. 
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† Labor Day 

My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded 

us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that 

it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies. 

Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless 

unless guided by your light and by your hand. 

Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have 

bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any 

envy or jealousy at the vocations of others. 

Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor, 

saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who receive our bounty. 

And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly desire, save us 

from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather let us graciously 

and humbly receive the bounty of others. 

Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by spiritual 

grace, that in both body and soul we may live to your glory.  Amen. 
 

L abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the 

labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic 

achievements of American workers.  It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the 

contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-being of our country. 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New 

York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.  The Central Labor 

Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later.  In 1884, the first Monday in 

September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed.  The idea spread with the 

growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial 

centers of the country. 

The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in 

the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and 

esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a 

festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families.  Speeches by 

prominent men and women were introduced later as more emphasis was placed upon the 

economic and civic significance of the holiday.  

Still later, by a resolution of the American 

Federation of Labor Convention of 1909, the 

Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as 

Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and 

educational aspects of the labor movement. 

 Although Labor Day is a secular day, a 

number of organizations and houses of worship 

express good wishes for the day with prayers  

 

Prayer by John Calvin 

appropriate for Labor Day 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
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Save-the-Date 
 

St. Paul’s Church & Jericho Partnership 
 

Day of Service ~ Local Mission  
 

Saturday, October 4 
 

Sign up today 
 

More information to come 
 

Questions:  See Pam Szen 

†  Deacon’s Forum 
 

S t. Paul’s Parish continues to offer hope, prayer, community in Christ 
and education in the form of Bible Study opportunities.  Fr. George 

said in his sermon on Sunday, August 17th that we are to have God’s words 
in our hearts.  The people of Israel were told to write God’s Commandments 
on their hearts and we read in scripture that we “are to read and inwardly di-
gest” God’s words.  Jeremiah stated that he “ate” the words of God and felt much joy. 

The Rector’s Forum will continue as the “Deacons Forum” until Fr. Joe returns.  Car-
olyn Legg is offering a short-term program and the topic is “An Outline of the Faith.”  It 
will continue to be offered between services and the program will start at 9:30 and end at 
10:15.  The program will start on September 7 and will continue through October 5 when 
Fr. Joe returns. 

It will be new to some of you and a review for others.  Please bring your Book of Com-
mon Prayer and join me in the Guild Room with your coffee. 

Did you know that 70% of the Book of Common Prayer is from the Holy Scriptures?  
Come and experience! 

C andlewood East Marina is looking for 
assistance shrink wrapping boats this fall.  

This is a full time position (average 35-40 hours per 
week) for the months of October and November.  It 
is a very physical position which requires 
continuous climbing and lifting.  If you are 
interested, or know of someone else who may be, 
please contact Mike Chengeri at 203-775-2253. 

G od of Wisdom, we give you thanks for schools and classrooms and for the teachers 

and students who fill them each day.  We thank you for this new beginning, for 

new books and new ideas.  We thank you for sharpened pencils, pointy crayons, and 

crisp blank pages waiting to be filled.  We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and 

trying again.  Help us to remember that asking the right questions is often as 

important as giving the right answers.  This week we give you thanks for these 

your children, and we ask you to bless them with curiosity, understanding and 

respect.  Give them everything they need to learn and grow this year in school and in 

Sunday School.  May they be guided by your love.  All this we ask in the name 

of Jesus, who as a child in the temple showed his longing to learn about you, 

and as an adult taught by story and example your great love for us.  Amen. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Gradual Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said 
Offertory Hymn Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant 
Closing Hymn All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! 
 

“The Servant Song” 
 

R ichard Gillard (b. 1953) was born in England and brought at age three to New 
Zealand, where he has lived since on the northern island.  His faith background is a 

mixture of the Anglican Church on his mother’s side and the Pentecostal Church on his 
father’s side of the family. 

 Mr. Gillard’s best-known composition, “The Servant Song” began in 1977 when he 
jotted down verse three on a 
piece of paper which, on 
returning from travels in 
Britain, Europe and Israel, he 
found in his guitar-case.  He 
completed the song, the 
original first line of verses one 
and six being ‘Brother, let me 
be your servant.’ 
 Since then, the text has 
been altered to be more 
inclusive.  The song was first 

recorded in New Zealand and has been sung around 
the world, appearing in many hymnals. 

Matthew 20:26b-28 provides the primary scriptural 
background for the song: “. . . Whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be your slave - just as 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (NIV) 

The simple step-wise melody composed by Mr. 
Gillard is very hymnlike and highlights the prayerful 
nature of the text. 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s 

set includes: 

Open the Eyes 

of My Heart, 

Lord I Need 

You, Our God 

and King, 

Thank You 

God for Saving 

Me, You’re Beautiful 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and 

non-perishable items to six area food pantries.  The 

non-perishable items are provided by our generous 

congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  

Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” 

 - Matthew 16:26 
 

S t. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are 

what you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.”  We 

often forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our 

time, talent and treasure to gain more of the world’s riches.  We 

need to set our priorities based on God’s values and not the values 

of the material world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=233EE1w83oc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KamXCKC_2p0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdmgpMfnjdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4VNu4WXcNY
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH


12  

 

The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring 

Committee strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's 

parishioners.  We meet these needs by coordinating 

assistance from other parishioners who want to help.  If 

you are currently struggling with a housing, 

transportation or financial challenge, please contact Nicole 

O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance. 

Hearts to Hands Wish List 

We are currently assisting parishioners who need: 

1) Financial assistance for back to school clothing for two young children 

2) Professional or experienced assistance for major mortgage decisions  

3) Coordinator and helpers to organize, plan and execute an 'attic clearing' 

tag sale in September 

4) Gas and grocery gift cards 

If you can help us in any way, please contact Nicole O'Connors at (860) 

788-2995 or Dorothy Crocker at (860) 355-5672.  Thank you so much. 

It’s Coming!  Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, October 4, 2014 

2:00 to 4:00 PM 
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T his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St. 

Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time, 

his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his 

disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission.  This complete 

rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James 

Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience.  Tickets at Telecharge or follow the 

link from, www.stmarksgospel.com  

UNITED SOLO 

THEATRE 

FESTIVAL 

Theatre Row-The 

Studio Theatre, 

October 15,    

3:30 pm 

St. Mark's 

Gospel 

St. Paul’s is 

organizing a 

group to see this 

show, contact 

Carol Ferro for 

more info. 

Save-the-Date 
 

Crocker Hall 
Celebration 

 

Saturday, 
November 1st 

 

More details 
to come 

Our Daily Bread 

O ur Daily Bread for 

September, October & 

November is now available on 

the table in the back of the 

church.  Our Daily Bread 

contains a scripture verse and 

meditation for each day. 

http://www.stmarksgospel.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

The Way of the Cross 
 

 Exodus 3:1-15 

I n our lesson from the Hebrew scripture Moses is encountered by the Lord in the 
burning bush.  He is called to his mission to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in 

Egypt, and he asks to know the name of this God of his ancestors.  God’s answer to Moses 
is intriguing and mysterious.  The response may indicate a proper name 
which traditionally has been known as Yahweh.  God’s answer may, 
however, suggest a meaning like “The One who causes to be,” or “I am 
who I am, or “I will be what I will be.” 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the 

generations. 
 Romans 11:13-24 
Paul now turns to the Gentiles.  He is the apostle to the Gentiles, but 

he cannot ever forget his own people.  In fact he goes the length of saying 
that one of his main objects is to move the Jews to envy when they see 
what Christianity has done for the Gentiles.  One of the surest ways to 
make a man desire Christianity is to make him see in actual life what it 
can do.  It was Paul's hope and prayer and ambition that some day the 
Jews would see what Christianity had done for the Gentiles and be moved 
to desire it.. 

 Matthew 16:21-28 
In the gospel reading Jesus teaches Peter and the other disciples that 

the way of his ministry and theirs is the way of the cross.  Peter had just 
confessed Jesus to be the Christ, but now he cannot accept the idea of the 
Christ being put to death.  Jesus calls Peter “Satan” because his words 
represent a temptation to him.  Jesus’ way costs no less than everything 
and leads to the discovery of that which is priceless.  In the end the Son of 
Man will come as judge to repay all people for what they have done. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T he fullness of God’s plan includes both Christians and 

Jews.  To replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

Matthew 16: 21-28 

Peter rebukes Jesus.  Jesus 

rebukes Peter.  Calls Peter - 

or at least Peter's rebuke - 

Satan.  That is, Tempter, 

Snake in the Garden, 

Introducer of Hesitation, 

Mixer of Motivations, 

Flaunter of Red Herrings, 

Side-Tracker of Mission, 

Setter of One's Mind on 

Human Things.  Well, fear of 

pain and death will do that to 

most people, and Peter was no 

exception.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#Reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#Response
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=276084361
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html#Gosp
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

will be studying Jeremiah & 

Lamentations, starting September 2nd, at 

9:15 am.  Jeremiah, known as the weeping 

prophet, faithfully and boldly 

obeyed his calling to proclaim 

God's judgment to an unheeding 

nation, yet the plight of his 

people affected him deeply.  

Through lyrical prayers and 

poems, the books of Jeremiah 

and Lamentations paint a vivid 

picture of human loneliness, 

sorrow, and suffering while 

revealing the beautiful hope 

found only in God. 

Come study with us and become more 

enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11:00 

am.  Please register by August 19th, by 

calling or emailing, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 

312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  

Workbooks are $10. 

†  Bible Study Fellowship 

B ible Study Fellowship, BSF, is an interdenominational, in depth bible study free of 
charge.  This year's study is: The Life of Moses.  We offer bible study questions, 

small group discussions, commentary notes and lectures with life applications.  There is a 
school program for children, grades 1-12, which aligns with the adult program in content, 
led by well trained teachers.  Children should be registered before coming to class. 

 The class and new registration begins on Monday September 8th.  The class runs for 
30 weeks with breaks at Christmas and Easter. 

The class meets and is hosted by the Southbury Baptist Church, 114 
Roxbury Rd.. Southbury, CT.  BSF International is not affiliated with this 
church.  For more information visit the website at www.bsfinternational.org. 

 You may also contact our class administrator Anette Hamerski at 
anevergreenr@aol.com or Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672. 

 For those who are not able to attend at Southbury, BSF is doing 
something new and exciting with satellite discussion groups (SDG)!  The 
satellite class will meet at the St James Episcopal Church, 25 West Street 
Danbury, from 7:00 to 8:30 PM.  The first Welcome class will be on Tuesday August 19th.  
The second class will be on September 9th and the first class night will also be held at the 
same time.  No children’s classes held at satellite locations.  Contact Dorothy Crocker for 
further information or Anette Hamerski at anevergreenr@aol.com 

Sacristans for September are 

Mary Allen and Gayle Baldelli.  

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.bsfinternational.org
mailto:anevergreenr@aol.com
mailto:anevergreenr@aol.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..Kent School; South Kent School, Pomfret School, Salisbury School, 
Wooster School, Rectory School; St. Thomas Day School, New Haven, 
Trinity School on the Hill, Hartford; the Episcopal Church at Yale; the 
Episcopal Church at UCONN, Storrs; Trinity College chapel, Hartford; 
Berkeley Divinity School, New Haven. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Lee Rybos, 
Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, John Mainhart & Leontine Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Australia; the people of Gabon; and our sister and brother members of the 
Church of Cyprus. 
…..A job for Mary Ellen. 
…..Authentic ways to bring our ancient spiritual practices into our digital culture. 
…..Christians in Northern Iraq facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.  

…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a 
stroke. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, 
Danbury and their Daily Bread Food 
Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections during the 
month of September. 
…..Peace in Ferguson, Missouri. 
…..Michael for protection with the 
UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from 
cancer and his recent surgery. 
…..Nigeria, that those behind the 
attacks and kidnappings will repent 
and turn to Christ. 
…..Peace in South Sudan. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 
Back Issues of Sword 

Points 
 
 

Is There a God? 
Click on the video to the 
left to hear perspectives 
from authors, pastors, 

theologians and thought 
leaders from around the 

world. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://www.kent-school.edu/
http://southkentschool.org/
http://www.pomfretschool.org/page
http://www.salisburyschool.org/
http://www.woosterschool.org/
http://www.rectoryschool.org/
http://www.stthomasday.org/
http://trinityday.org/
http://episcopalchurchatyale.commons.yale.edu/
http://www.stmarkschapel.org/
http://www.trincoll.edu/StudentLife/SpiritualReligiousLife/communities/chapel/Pages/default.aspx
http://berkeleydivinity.yale.edu/
http://australia.gov.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Cyprus
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.yesheis.com/en/v/there-god-0
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

September Lay Schedule 2014 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

September 21, 2014 

 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Mike Kirner 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Exodus 16:2-15  Mike Kirner 

Intercessor:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Pam Szen 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45     Philippians 1:21-30  
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Denise McCormack / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Exodus 16:2-15  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45     Philippians 1:21-30  

 

September 7, 2014 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Doug Melody 

Acolyte:  Rachel Melody 

Lector:  Exodus 12:1-14  Ray Ferro 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Dave Baskett 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 149     Romans 13:8-14 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Denise McCormack / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Stephanie Bernardo 

Lector:  Exodus 12:1-14  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Psalm 149     Romans 13:8-14 

September 14, 2014 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte: Audrey Powell 

Lector:  Exodus 14:19-31  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Psalm 114     Romans 14:1-12 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  Exodus 14:19-31  Rose Barrett 

Intercessor:  Lisa Richardson 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 114     Romans 14:1-12 

September 28, 2014 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  John & Joyce Sarver 

Acolyte:  Erinn O’Hara 

Lector:  Exodus 17:1-7  John Tuthill 

Intercessor:  Mike Kirner 

Lay Reader:  Harlan Jessup 

Lay Reader:  Patricia Jennings 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16     Philippians 2:1-13  
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming: Dave & Connie Williams 

Acolytes: Ryan Sampson 

Lector:  Exodus 17:1-7  Connie Williams 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader: Jay Trott 

Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16   Philippians 2:1-13 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#epistle
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#epistle
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#anchor
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#anchor
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#Reading1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#Response1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#Reading1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#Response1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html#EPISTLE
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
Labor Day 

Parish Office Closed 
 
 

2 
 
9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

3 
 
10:00 AM  

   Holy Eucharist Rite I  
                and Healing 

4 
 
7:30 PM  Mission   

               Committee 
 

7:30 PM  Property  
               Committee 

 

7:30 PM  Music Night 

5 6 
7:30 AM  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

8:30 AM  Music Ministry  
               Retreat 

 

10:00 AM  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 AM  House of  
                  Prayer 

7 13 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM  Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                Study 

9:30 AM  Deacon’s Forum 
10:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 
 

8 
 
5:30 PM  Christian  

               Caring 
 

 

9 
 
9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

10 
 
10:00 AM  

   Holy Eucharist Rite I  
                and Healing 

 

7:00 PM  Staff Meeting 
 
7:30 PM  Vestry Meeting 

11 
 
1:00 PM  Dorothy Day  

               Ministry 
 

7:00 PM  Grief Group 
 

7:30 PM  Music Night 

12 13 
7:30 AM  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM  PraiseMoves 
 
10:00 AM  St. Paul’s  

                 Quilters 
 
11:00 AM  House of  

                  Prayer 

14 14 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM  Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                Study 

9:30 AM  Deacon’s Forum 
10:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 
 
 
 

 

15 
 
7:00 PM  Stephen  

               Ministry  

16 
 
9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

17 
 
10:00 AM  
   Holy Eucharist Rite II  

                and Healing 

18 
 
7:00 PM  Healing Team  
 
7:30 PM  Music Night 

19 20 
 
7:30 AM  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM  PraiseMoves 
 
10:00 AM  St. Paul’s  

                 Quilters 
 
11:00 AM  House of  

                  Prayer 

21  15 Pentecost 
 

8:00 AM  Traditional  
                Eucharist 

9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  
                Study 

9:30 AM  Deacon’s Forum 
10:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 
2:30 PM  Youth Group  

                Kick-Off 

22 23 
 
9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 
7:00 PM  

Deanery Meeting, 
Christ Church, Redding 

24 
 
10:00 AM  
   Holy Eucharist Rite II  

                and Healing 

25 
 
7:00 PM  Grief Group 
 
7:30 PM  Music Night 

26 27 
 
7:30 AM  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM  PraiseMoves 
 
11:00 AM  House of  

                  Prayer 

28  16 Pentecost 
Healing Sunday 
8:00 AM  Traditional  

                Eucharist 
9:15 AM  Young Adult Bible  

                Study 
9:30 AM  Deacon’s Forum 
10:30 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Contemporary  

                  Eucharist 
4:00 PM  Youth Group 

29 30 
 
9:15 AM  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 

    

 

20142014  
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

S end us a “selfie” of you with one of our fathers!  Bonus points awarded for actually 

getting Father Joe or George or Bill in your “selfie” for real.  Post it on Facebook or 

Twitter (@StPaulsB use #Episcopal) or e-mail us at 

StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com. † It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Mike Chengeri, 
Dot Crocker, Christine 

Domareck, Lynne Donnelly, Carol 
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Carolyn 
Legg, Bill Loring, Diane Loring, 
Doug Melody, Heather Melody, 
Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi 
Pomeroy, Joe Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, 
David 
Szen, Pam 
Szen and 
Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Selfies with the Father Find the Plaque Contest 
 

Ok, where is this week’s plaque? 

And why is it from a choir in Bridgeport?  We 

have an idea, but we don’t know for sure. 

Be the first one to “Find the Plaque” and you’ll 

win one of our awesome prizes! 

Send your answer to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

“O ne iguana, two iguana….”  It seems the selfie craze has hit Curaçao, doubling 

our Sword Points fan base on that island nation.  Not to worry, snake handling 

is not coming to St. Paul’s, not will any iguanas be coming north, not matter 

how much they like Sword Points! 

mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com?subject=Selfies%20with%20the%20Father
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=Find%20the%20Plaque%20answer

