
   

 
†  The First Coffee Hour 

 

L ast Sunday we started using our renovated parish hall, soon to 
be named Crocker Hall.  Everyone had a chance to checkout 

out our shiny new kitchen, spacious and modern restrooms, and 
updated meeting space.  George was happy and there were smiles 
all around.   

 www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 
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† Alzheimer’s Association in Connecticut? 

The Alzheimer’s Association maintains support groups at no charge to the community.  
The association offers training and support.  Hotline information; call 1-800-272-3900. 

 

Support:  Professionals to answer questions and concerns; 
 

Education programs for people with memory concerns, 
caregivers, families and friends; 
 

Assistance to understand memory loss, dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease; 
 

Connect with others who also experience all the challenges 
associated with memory loss; 
 

Discover all the resources available in the community. 
 

Brookfield:  Monika Westerdal  203-775-8696 
Danbury:  Evy Brescia  203-792-8102 
New Milford:  Cindy LaCour  860-355-0971 

 

If you need more information please let me know.  Carolyn Legg 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sep 11 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:00 pm - Grief Group, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sep 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sep 14 - Fourteenth Sunday after PentecostFourteenth Sunday after PentecostFourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

Mon, Sep 15 - Holy Cross DayHoly Cross DayHoly Cross Day 

  - 7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Sep 16 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

Wed, Sep 17 - 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II & Healing 

Thu, Sep 18 - 7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sep 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves 

   10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters 

   11:00 am  - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sep 21 - Fifteenth Sunday after PentecostFifteenth Sunday after PentecostFifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist 

   9:15 am - Young Adult Bible Study, Class Room 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Kick-Off 
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Sunday School Wish List 
 

W e are excited to begin upgrading the Sunday School classrooms, 

one at a time, starting with the nursery!  We are looking for a 

new or gently used glider to replace a broken rocking chair in this room.  

We are also asking for any new or gently used books, toys, puzzles, etc. 

that are designed for the 0-3 year old age group to enhance the playing 

experience for our youngest children.  If you can donate anything for 

our nursery, please contact Nicole O'Connors at (860) 788-2995 or 

leave donations in the nursery.  Thank you in advance! 

 

The Start to Sunday School! 

S unday School had a fantastic 

start last week with dozens of 

familiar faces and some new ones as 

well.  Thank you to all of the parents 

that stopped by to register their 

children.  If you were unable to 

attend registration, please look for 

the bright yellow registration forms 

on the back table in the sanctuary.  

Please fill it out with all of your 

child's pertinent information and 

return to Heather Melody, Nicole 

O'Connors or place it on the small 

bookcase in the Sunday School 

hallway.  We are so excited to teach 

your child(ren) this year.  Please 

contact us with any questions or 

concerns. 
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

September 15th 

Holy Cross Day 
 

T he historian Eusebius, in his Life of Constantine, tells how 
that emperor ordered the erection of a complex of 

buildings in Jerusalem “on a scale of imperial magnificence,” to 
set forth as “an object of 
attraction and veneration to 
all, the blessed place of our 
Savior’s resurrection.”  
The overall supervision of 
the work - on the site 
where the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre now stands 
- was entrusted to 

Constantine’s mother, the empress Helena.  In Jesus’ time, the hill of Calvary had stood 
outside the city; but when the Roman city which succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina, 
was built, the hill was buried under tons of fill.  It was during the excavations directed by 

Helena that a relic, believed to be 
that of the true cross, was 
discovered. 
 Constantine’s shrine included 
two principal buildings: a large 
basilica, used for the Liturgy of the 
Word, and a circular church, 
known as “The Resurrection” - its 
Altar placed on the site of the tomb 
- which was used for the Liturgy of 
the Table, and for the singing of 
the Daily Office. 
 Toward one side of the 
courtyard which separated the two 
buildings, and through which the 
faithful had to pass on their way 
from Word to Sacrament, the 
exposed top of Calvary’s hill was 

visible.  It was there that the solemn veneration of the cross took place on Good Friday; and 
it was there that the congregation gathered daily 
for a final prayer and dismissal after Vespers. 

The dedication of the buildings was 
completed on September 14, 335, the seventh 
month of the Roman calendar, a date suggested 

by the account of the 
dedication of 
Solomon’s temple in 
the same city, in the 
seventh month of the 
Jewish Calendar, 
hundreds of years 
before (2 Chronicles 
7:8–10). 
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†  #TBT - September, 1964 

Fifty Years Ago 
 

W e found the article to the left in the September 24, 
1964 Brookfield Journal.  While we are still a very 

healthy parish in the Diocese of Connecticut, we certainly 
don’t have 13% of the Brookfield population nor does the 
Diocese cover 5% of the state.  Many things have changed 
over the past 50 years, however we still have the same God 
and savior in Jesus.  And people have a greater than ever 
need of both.  It’s certainly something to ponder. 

Everyone did a great job in identifying these vestry 
members from the early 1990’s:  l to r standing in back 

row: Bill Soldati, Joe 
Hock, John Skewis, 
Doug Hopper, Dave 
Williams. Middle row: 
Linda Pendergast, Jan 
Brochu, Kay Burke, 
Carol Recht, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Deryck 
Livingston. Seated: 
David Szen, Rev. 
George Crocker, Rev. 
Donald Gardner, 
Harlan Jessup. 

Who can identify 
the picture to the 
left?  Look’s like a 
women’s retreat.  
Who, what, when, 
where?  Send us 
your thoughts 



 7 

  

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held at the Perry’s Home 

Saturday’s , 10:00 a.m. with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Email Mary to sign up at 

maryperry2@me.com 

†  What’s Your Spiritual Gift? 
 

Click on the following link to assess your God given gifts: 
 http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests 

 

Each week we’ll define a different spiritual gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The gift of wisdom is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body 

of Christ to know the mind of the Holy Spirit in such a way as to receive insight into how 

given knowledge may best be applied to specific needs arising in the Body of Christ… 

Acts 6:3,10 * 1 Corinthians 2:1-13 * 1 Corinthians 12:8 * 

James 1:5,6 * 2 Peter 3:15,16 

 
 Save-the-Date 

 

 Crocker Hall 

 Celebration 
 

 Saturday, 
 November 1st 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/tests
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=277201648
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=277201707
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=277201741
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=277201784
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=277201829
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†  Scholarly Speaking 
 

Mediæval English Church Decoration 
 

O ne of the interesting things about visiting old churches is seeing how much of the 
old decorative schemes survive.  In England the reformation certainly took its toll 

on many ancient features, and later restoration did not always help, but there is still much to 
see. 

The first stage of removal of decorative material was inspired by Henry VIII’s need for 
money and was largely limited to things of intrinsic value: ‘extra’ chalices, richly decorated 
shrines of saints,* and the like.  In the later years of Edward VI, however, when more 
extreme reformers had taken the lead among his advisors, there was a broader range of 
destruction with the smashing of many stained glass windows, the disfigurement of statues 
and paintings, and the replacement of the old altars (often destroyed but sometimes merely 
abandoned) by movable wooden tables.  Most vestments dropped out of use at this time also 
(and those of value were often confiscated).  At Mary I’s accession the C of E resumed its 
allegiance to the Papacy, and the damage ceased, but there was little restoration of lost art.  
On her accession Elizabeth I encouraged the restoration of many of the lost ornaments 
though with limited success.†  A final round of destruction occurred nearly a century later, 
under the Puritan rule of Oliver Cromwell, but in the subsequent 350 years there has been a 
gradual growth of the use and appreciation of many of the 
ancient decorations. 

There are few Anglican churches today without at least 
some stained glass, and it is hard to realize how controversial 
it once was.  Although a number of English churches display 

small panels of ancient 
glass, complete 
windows are quite rare.  
One well-known 
fragment – tucked into 
a larger window -- 
shows a young man 
riding a form of 
bicycle, and can be 
found in the church at 
Stoke Poges (scene of 
Grey’s famous elegy).  
In many instances, 
fragments of mediæval 
glass have simply been 
inserted into windows 
in a crazy quilt fashion 
as in this example from 
Ludlow (known as A E 

Houseman’s home).‡  One very interesting window, also 
from Ludlow, is missing several panels but the remaining 
ones are well preserved (shown on next page at conclusion of 
article).  Here the two lower rows illustrate the Ten 
Commandments (six of them remain) with the amusing touch 
that they are all being broken (sometimes more obviously 
than others). 

 Another characteristic 
of the time was the 
plentiful use of color.  I 
mentioned in an earlier 
article the wall paintings 
at Chalgrave, and similar 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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ones can be found in many other places.  Aside from this, 
however, traces of paint show that statues, were often brightly 
painted, as were roof bosses and other architectural features – This 
ceiling with its colored panels and carved angels (Ludlow again) is 
another example of the extensive use of paint.  Churches that 
lacked figurative wall painting often had painted patterns on the 
walls and pillars to add visual interest.  Not every little church 
could afford to do much of this, but certainly English churches 
aimed to appeal to the eye as well as the soul. 

To be continued. 
- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 
 

* Many of these have been reconstructed (though usually much more simply) in modern  times. 
† At Cleobury where we stayed there is an interesting instance of this;  The wooden rood screen was also cut 

down and the 
wood used to 
make the new 
table; under 
Mary this table 
was consecrated 
by the local 
bishop and 
consecration 
crosses cut into 
the surface; 
under Elizabeth 
the crosses were 
carefully cut out 
and replaced 
with blocks of 
(non-matching) 
wood – and it is 
still in use 
though now as a 
chapel Altar. 

‡ Ludlow is fairly 
remote, located 
near the Welsh 
border, and may 
have avoided 
some of the 
damage suffered 
in other locations 
for this reason. 

(Continued from page 8) Mediæval English Church Decoration 
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    †  Transforming Saints of God 
 

September 11th 

Harry Thacker Burleigh 
Composer, 1949 

 

Henry (Harry) Thacker Burleigh was an American singer, 
composer and arranger who did more than anyone else up to his time 
to make available the musical and spiritual riches of the American 
Negro spiritual to vast audiences. 

Burleigh was born in Erie, Pennsylvania in 1866.  His 
grandfather, Hamilton Waters, had been a slave who had been 
blinded by a savage beating, but passed along old songs by singing 
them to his grandson, Harry.  Burleigh had a natural voice and sang 
when and where he could.  In 1892, with some difficulty, he won 
admission to the National Conservatory of Music where he studied 
voice and music theory.  Although never directly a pupil of Antonin 
Dvorak, the director of the Conservatory at the time, he worked for 
Dvorak copying orchestral parts.  It was Burleigh who suggested to Dvorak some of the 
themes that would become Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9: From the New World. 

To support himself while at Conservatory, Burleigh became the baritone soloist at St. 
George’s Episcopal Church in New York City.  The presence of a black man in the choir 
initially caused dissension, but it died down when J. Pierpont Morgan, a member of the 
parish, took a clear stand on the matter.  Even after gaining other employment and becoming 
a successful composer, Burleigh continued to sing in the choir at St. George’s for many 
years and became a beloved part of the congregation. 

Burleigh composed original music, mostly for voice, and was a well respected arranger 
and music editor in New York.  His art songs were musical settings of the poetry of such 
great African American poets as Langston Hughes and James Weldon Johnson, among 
others.  His greatest achievement, and that for which he will always be celebrated, was 
recovering and arranging many Negro spirituals for solo voice and piano so they could be 
widely heard on the concert stage.  Various choral versions of the spirituals had been well 
known in the black churches, but it was Burleigh’s arrangements that made this distinctively 
American music available to the masses. 

Burleigh died on September 12, 1949. 

†  Happy Birthday 

to You! 
 

K enneth Kast 

celebrates 

tomorrow!  Saturday 

is the big day for 

John Hodge & 

Michele Janofsky.  

Amy Boyce will 

have anything but a 

“tepid” day on 

Sunday.  Anya 

Gallo will be 

opening presents 

on Monday.  

Barbara Mable 

will be another year older 

and wiser on Wednesday. 

Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
Gradual Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  Tune: St. Peter  
Offertory Hymn Help Us Accept Each Other  Tune: Munich  
Closing Hymn Now Thank We All Our God 
 

“Help Us Accept Eather Other” 
 

D uring the 1960s and 1970s, four English-language hymn writers 
emerged on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean and became the leaders 

of the “hymnic explosion.”  Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000), 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) and Brian Wren (b. 
1936) all were born in Great Britain.  
 Fred Kaan (1929-2009), though ordained in the United 
Reformed Church and serving in England, was a native of 
Haarlem, The Netherlands.  Together the four account for 
many of the hymns written since 1965 that appear in The 
United Methodist Hymnal and many other denominational 
hymnals.  
 These writers, along with their counterparts from the 
United States, Canada, New Zealand and Australia, 
brought the language and theological vision of hymnody 
out of the earlier Victorian era into the late 20th century.  
Kahn’s “linguistic ability, ecumenical service, and fervent 

concern for the powerless are apparent in his hymns, numbering more than 200.”  
Kaan explains the origins of the hymn, “Help us accept each other”: “This 

text was set in motion upon reading a Bible study article Mrs. Jackie Mattonen 
had written for the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the USA. . . . It was 
almost accidentally and at the last moment included in the fourth edition of 
Cantate Domino [an ecumenical and cross-cultural hymnal published by the 
World Council of Churches in 1974], … and it so happened that my “Hymn of 
acceptance” was just the right length to fill the two blank pages that needed filling.”  

This is one of the most powerful hymns on reconciliation and forgiveness composed in 
the last half of the 20th century.  Romans 15:7 provides a scriptural basis for stanza 1: 
“Receive one another, then, just as Christ also received you, to God’s glory.”  The hymn 
also reflects Ephesians 4:15: “But practicing the truth in love, we will in all things grow up 
into Christ, who is the head.” 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a 

song from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s set includes: Hosanna 

(Praise is 

Rising), 

Revelation 

Song, 

Before You 

Now, Grace 

Flows 

Down 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and 

non-perishable items to six area food pantries.  The 

non-perishable items are provided by our generous 

congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the 

food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  

Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…”  

- John 3:16 
 

G od gave us the gift of His son so we can enjoy 

eternal salvation.  Of all our gifts, our life, is the 

most precious.  We belong to God.  This is why we must 

take time every day to ask Him how He wants us to use 

the life He has given us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahwMYQ9Cxss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzPXrK3OeyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w30Q6jDKNZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aGcbrZilBmk
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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Save-the-Date 
 

St. Paul’s Church & Jericho 
Partnership 

 

Day of Service ~ Local Mission  
 

Saturday, October 4 
 

Sign up today 
 

More information to come 
 

Questions:  See Pam Szen 

†  Deacon’s Forum 
 

S t. Paul’s Parish continues to offer hope, prayer, 
community in Christ and education in the form of 

Bible Study opportunities.  Fr. George said in a recent 
sermon that we are to have God’s words in our hearts.  The 
people of Israel were told to write God’s Commandments on 
their hearts and we read in scripture that we “are to read and 
inwardly digest” God’s words.  Jeremiah stated that he “ate” 
the words of God and felt much joy. 

The Rector’s Forum will continue as the “Deacons 
Forum” until Fr. Joe returns.  Carolyn Legg is offering a short-term program and the topic is 
“An Outline of the Faith.”  It will continue to be offered between services and the program 
will start at 9:30 and end at 10:15.  The program will start on September 7 and will continue 
through October 5 when Fr. Joe returns. 

It will be new to some of you and a review for others.  Please bring your Book of 
Common Prayer and join me in the Guild Room with your coffee. 

Did you know that 70% of the Book of Common Prayer is from the Holy Scriptures?  

Christine 

Domareck likes to 

take pictures and 

St. Paul’s is one of 

her favorite 

subjects.  Check 

out her Facebook 

page including her 

cover photo.  

Thanks Christine. 
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 †  Biscotti 

†  Parting the Red Sea 
Marc Chagall, 1966 

  

 Moses, with two beams of light 

protruding from his forehead, splits the sea 

with his staff. The Israelites cross the sea 

towards a red horizon, led by a winged angel.  

Another winged angel follows them holding a 

torah scroll while 

the Egyptians 

attempt to pursue 

but are stopped by a 

pillar of smoke.  

 This painting is 

from the series “The 

Story of Exodus.” 

Directions: 
Stir together sugar, butter, brandy, and extracts in 
a large bowl, then stir in almonds and eggs.  Stir in 
flour, baking powder, and salt until just combined. 
Chill dough, covered, 30 minutes.  
Preheat oven to 350°F with rack in middle.  
Using moistened hands, halve dough and form 2 
(16-by 2-inch) loaves on an ungreased large 
baking sheet.  
Bake until pale golden, about 30 minutes.  
Carefully transfer loaves to a rack and cool 15 minutes.  
Cut loaves into 3/4-inch slices with a serrated knife.  
Arrange biscotti, with a cut side down, on a clean baking sheet 
and bake until golden, 20 to 25 minutes.  Transfer to rack to cool 
completely. 
 

Cooks' note: Biscotti improve in flavor if made 1 to 2 days 
ahead.  Keep in an airtight container at room temperature  
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
1 cup sugar 
1 stick unsalted butter, 
melted 

3 tablespoons brandy 
2 teaspoons pure almond 
extract  

1 teaspoon pure vanilla 
extract 

1 cup whole almonds with 
skin, lightly toasted, 
cooled, and coarsely 
chopped 

3 large eggs 
2 3/4 cups all-purpose 
flour 

1/2 teaspoons baking 
powder 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

“N ot seven times, but seventy times 
seven” says Jesus about how often 

we should forgive others.  How hard it is for us 
not to hang on to our hurts and (real or 
imagined) “sins against us.”  But if we truly want 
to live our lives in God, we need to use His 
extravagant model, and not allow the “energy 
leak” of nursing those grudges and hurts to 
affect our own serenity and acceptance. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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Name Tags - Many people have mentioned how helpful wearing nametags 
were to them in assimilating into our congregation.  Please continue to be 
courteous to our guest clergy, fellow parishioners, to newcomers and other 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name 
tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

The Hearts to Hands Ministry and the Christian Caring 

Committee strive to meet the physical needs of Saint Paul's 

parishioners.  We meet these needs by coordinating 

assistance from other parishioners who want to help.  If 

you are currently struggling with a housing, 

transportation or financial challenge, please contact Nicole 

O'Connors (860) 788-2995 or Gail Winkley (203) 775-3343 for assistance. 

Hearts to Hands Wish List 

We are currently assisting parishioners who need: 

1) Financial assistance for back to school clothing for two young children 

2) Professional or experienced assistance for major mortgage decisions  

3) Coordinator and helpers to organize, plan and execute an 'attic clearing' 

tag sale in September 

4) Gas and grocery gift cards 

If you can help us in any way, please contact Nicole O'Connors at (860) 

788-2995 or Dorothy Crocker at (860) 355-5672.  Thank you so much. 

It’s Coming!  

Blessing of the 

Animals 

Saturday, 

October 4, 2014 

2:00 to 4:00 

PM 
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Tag Sale Volunteers 

H earts to Hands Ministry is helping to coordinate a tag sale for a parishioner in need.  
We need a few volunteers to help with preparation on Friday, September 19th 

from 5:30-8:30pm and clean up on Saturday, September 20th in the late afternoon.  If you 
can donate a few hours of your time to help a Brookfield family we would greatly appreciate 
it.  Please contact Nicole O'Connors at (860) 788-2995. 

Gift Cards Needed! 

W e are currently helping two parishioners with short-term financial assistance 
through grocery and gas gift cards.  If you can spare $25, $50 or more, please 

bring in a gift card for this amount and give it to Nicole O'Connors or Dorothy Crocker.  
You can also leave gift cards in the church office marked for Hearts to Hands Ministry.  
Thank you for your generosity! 
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T his compelling and remarkable story, written down by St. Mark but attributed to St. 

Peter, tells of Jesus’s conflict with the religious and secular authorities of the time, 

his important teachings, his somewhat stormy, often humorous relationships with his 

disciples, his miraculous acts and, above all, his unique sense of mission.  This complete 

rendition of the Gospel, spoken in the simple and elegant English prose of the King James 

Bible, is a thrilling and beautiful theater experience.  Tickets at Telecharge or follow the 

link from, www.stmarksgospel.com  

 

UNITED SOLO 

THEATRE 

FESTIVAL 

Theatre Row-The 

Studio Theatre, 

October 15,    

3:30 pm 

St. Mark's 

Gospel 

St. Paul’s is 

organizing a 

group to see this 

show, contact 

Carol Ferro for 

more info. 

†  The Abundance that Surrounds Us is God's 
by J.R. Lander 

 

R ecently, my spouse visited a wonderful bakery near our home.  While standing in 

line, the person in front of the line, ordered, put $10 on the counter, and left.  The 

cashier tried to get him back to 

give him his $2.50 in change.  

The departing customer said, 

“Keep it.”  Great story in 

itself… but here’s what was 

wonderful.  The cashier put $1 

in the cup for staff tips… and 

the other $1.50 in a jar for 

raising money for a local 

charity. 

Now let’s be honest, bakery 

cashiers, particularly in pricey 

areas like where we live, don’t 

make a lot.  But this one 

employee chose to both share 

the $1 with the rest of the staff, 

and put the other $1.50 toward charity.  As little money as this person had, he believed it 

was more important to give to this one cause dear to their hearts. 

There are so often times in our lives that we somehow receive unexpected funds.  

Whether it be a generous tip, or an unexpected inheritance, a bonus at work, or an extra 

large tax return, these are certainly welcome.  But imagine if we all chose to give a portion 

(or all) of these unexpected funds away.  Imagine how we could touch the lives of those 

around us, and the lives of persons in need in our communities. 

Stewardship is recognizing that what we have and what we receive are not truly ours.  

The abundance that surrounds us is God’s, and we should show our gratitude for being 

entrusted with it by sharing it. 

http://www.stmarksgospel.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Unlimited Forgiveness 
 

 Exodus 14:19-31 

I n our first lesson we are shown how God delivered the Israelites from 
Pharaoh’s pursuing army through a series of dramatic wonders and 

events.  It is impossible to determine the degree to which ancient storytelling 
has embellished the account of the escaping Hebrew tribes, but it is certain 
that the success of the escape is attributed to divine intervention.  Through 
God’s evident intercession for the oppressed Israelites, the people come to 
fear and believe in the Lord and in the leadership of Moses, God’s chosen prophets. 

 Psalm 114 
A song of praise to the Lord, who has brought the people from Egypt, 

through the wilderness, and across the Jordan to the promised land. 
 Romans 14:1-12 
In this reading Paul calls upon the Roman disciples to live with 

tolerance for one another’s scruples, recognizing that everything can be 
done to honor the Lord with whom each Christian has a relationship.  
Especially should those who are strong and untroubled in their 
consciences respect the attitudes of the weak in matters such as observing 
certain days and eating meat.  It is possible that there was tension in the 
Roman church between liberal Gentile Christians and more scrupulous 
Jewish Christians.  God, Paul reminds them, is the one to whom final 
answer must be given, and the risen Christ is Lord of all. 

 Matthew 18:21-35 
In the gospel lesson Jesus bids his disciples to offer a forgiveness 

which is, for all practical purposes, unlimited, and he tells a parable about 
a man who, although forgiven much, still himself had no mercy.  Jesus 
has extended to all manner of people God’s amazingly generous offer of 
acceptance into the kingdom.  Those who have been so forgiven must show mercy to others.  

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

D o it the Biblical way, resolving conflicts (or not).  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

Matthew 18: 21-35 

Jesus is calling us to give up calculating 

offenses and forgivenesses; and 

instead to have a forgiving heart; a 

forgiven heart; a heart for forgiveness.  

This is a shift of ATTITUDE.  

But it is not an "anything goes" 

attitude.  Forgiveness actually stands 

FOR some things; and therefore, does 

NOT stand for everything.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#Reading1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#Response1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study recently began their fall session studying 

Jeremiah & Lamentations.  Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet, 

faithfully and boldly obeyed his calling to proclaim God's judgment to an unheeding 

nation, yet the plight of his people affected him deeply.  Through 

lyrical prayers and poems, the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations 

paint a vivid picture of 

human loneliness, 

sorrow, and suffering 

while revealing the 

beautiful hope found 

only in God. 

 Come study with 

them and become more 

enlightened, Tuesdays 

from 9:15 - 11:00 am.  

For more info, call or e-

mail, Debbi Pomeroy at 

(203) 312-6992 or 

debbi415@aol.com.  

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
…..St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St. Mark’s, Storrs. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Gary Stein, Lee Rybos, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, John Mainhart & 
Leontine Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Bolivia; the people of Iceland; and our sister and 
brother members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
…..The Province of New England: the Dioceses of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts; their bishops, clergy, 
parish and diocesan staff, and congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial Networks. 
…..Christians in Northern Iraq facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims there (and in other nations) to come to know Jesus Christ.  
…..Pastor Jamie, recovering from a stroke. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and 
their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections during 
the month of September. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
…..Oman, that Christian workers will have 
continued opportunities to share the gospel.. 
…..Fr. George Hall, healing from cancer and 
his recent surgery. 
…..Patricia Brought, who is undergoing 
treatment for cancer.  
…..Nigeria, that those behind the attacks and 
kidnappings will repent and turn to Christ. 
…..An end to the epidemic of Ebola virus in 
West Africa . 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Prayer - It’s Not Rocket 
Science! 

Dr. Blevin always says, “Prayer 
is for everyone and everyone can 

do it!” He debunks the 
misconceptions that keep 

Christians from experiencing the 
simple power of prayer.  You 

can do it! 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://www.stjohns-stamford.org/
http://calvary-stonington.org/
http://www.stmarkschapel.org/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/country_profiles/1210487.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Church_%28Disciples_of_Christ%29
http://www.province1.org/
https://www.ctepiscopal.org/
http://www.episcopalmaine.org/
http://www.diomass.org/
http://www.nhepiscopal.org/
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/12615/Prayer-Is-Not-Rocket-Science
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Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

S end us a “selfie” of you with one of our fathers!  Bonus points awarded for actually 

getting Father Joe or George or Bill in your “selfie” for real.  Or how about our guest 

father, Rev. David Pople?  Post it on Facebook or Twitter (@StPaulsB use #Episcopal) or e

-mail us at StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com. 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Dot Crocker, 
Christine Domareck, Lynne 

Donnelly, Carol Ferro, Carolyn 
Legg, Bill Loring, Diane Loring, 
Doug Melody, Heather Melody, 
Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi 
Pomeroy, David Pople, Joe 
Shepley, Sarah Shepley, David 
Szen and 
Pam 
Szen. 

 
 

 

Selfies with 
the Father 

W e welcomed Fr. Pople to St. Paul’s last week and Don Winkley broke him in to 

one of our new traditions.  Selfies with the Father!  Welcome Fr. David. 

mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com?subject=Selfies%20with%20the%20Father
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct

