
   

 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
April 2, 2015 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  The Holiest Time of the Church Year 
 
 

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another's feet." (John 13:14) 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

T onight, our Maundy Thursday service 
recognizes two sacramental realities: 

the institution of the Eucharist as the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, the memorial of 
our redemption; and the institution of the 
sacred priesthood.  During the Last 
Supper, Jesus offered himself as the 
Passover sacrifice, and teaches that every 
follower of His, and in particular the 
ordained priest, is to offer the same self-
giving example of love.  This will be 
symbolized by my washing our new 
vestry members' feet. 

This evening marks the end of Lent and 
the beginning of the sacred Triduum, the 
final three days of Holy Week, the holiest time in the church year.  Our liturgy stresses the 
importance Jesus puts on the humility of service, and the need for cleansing with water, a 
symbol of baptism.  Also emphasized is the importance of the Eucharist and the sacrifice of 
Christ’s Body, which we now find present in the consecrated Host.  This will be reserved 
following the service and covered under pure white linen, symbolizing the burial shroud to 
come the next day, Good Friday, as our Lord's crucifixion and burial become our focus. 

At the conclusion of the Eucharist this evening, the altar and all surrounding objects will be 
stripped, symbolizing Jesus' abandonment preceding 
the cross.  Then, we will be invited to watch one hour, 
with the reserved sacrament present, just as the 
disciples were invited to stay up with the Lord during 
His agony in the garden before His betrayal by Judas. 

After this night, no Eucharist will be celebrated again 
in the church until the Easter Vigil proclaims the 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I invite you to 
participate in the Triduum as much as you are able, and 
may we be ever drawn to Christ as we behold the cross 
as the pathway to his glorious crown.  Peace and 
devotion be with you. 

Faithfully your servant, 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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St. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 

All are invited to St. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt this coming Saturday from 10-11:30 am.  

Bring a basket and your rain boots because rain or shine, snow or mud, all children, up to grade 

5 will be hunting for candy filled eggs, enjoying a special Easter snack, creating a craft and 

hearing the miraculous and redemptive story of Easter.  Please invite your family, friends and 

neighbors as we celebrate our risen Savior together. 
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 †  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 

- Colossians 3:2 
 

O n this day we thank God for His Son, Jesus, who died and rose for us.  We 

celebrate and sing “Alleluia.”  Let’s try to keep the joy of this Easter season in our 

hearts throughout the year!  Pray daily and listen for God’s response on how we should use 

our gifts to fulfill His plan. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr  2 - Maundy Thursday 

   7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing, 

      Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar (LiveStream) 

Fri, Apr  3 - Good Friday 

   10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

   12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

   6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross (LiveStream) 

   7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion (LiveStream) 

Sat, Apr  4 - Holy Saturday 

   7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

   10:00 am - Praise Moves, Guild Room 

   10:00 am - Confirmation Class, starts in Sanctuary 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

   7:30 pm - Great Vigil of Easter (LiveStream) 

Sun, Apr  5 - 

   7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

Mon, Apr  6 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

   7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) 

Tue, Apr  7 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Apr  8 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Fr. Shepley’s Office 

   7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Thu, Apr  9 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   9:30 am - Youth Group to Jericho Food Pantry 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry Ministry, Danbury 

   10:00 am - Confirmation Class, Guild Room 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, April 12 -  

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Click Below to 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
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A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

W hat is the last thing you prayed to God about?  Did He answer your prayer above 
and beyond your expectations?  We know that God is sufficient in our lives, but 

He also proves to be more than sufficient.  
More often than not I find myself lifting up a 
simple matter to the Lord, and in response He 
blesses me in a multitude of different ways, and 
even fixes other issues that I had not prayed 
about.  This Easter, let us remember God’s 
ultimate act of surpassing sufficiency in our 
lives by not only sending down his son to earth, 
but allowing him to die for our sins, and finally 
raising him from the dead so that He could 
reside in our hearts forever.  Above all, as we 
reflect on the ways that God has provided for 
us, let us be amazed by His great love. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:8 
And God is able to make all grace abound 

to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work. 

 

Philippians 4:19 
And my God will supply every need of 

yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus. 

 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, 
and Strong Scripture 

combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves 

Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions 

at maryperry2@me.com 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Easter Gospels 
 

O ne of my clergy colleagues has pointed out an interesting fact in his parish 
magazine: none of our Easter Gospels (until recently) ever told of any actual 

appearance of the risen Christ.*  The recent exceptions are the use of John 
20:1-18 as an alternative reading in Year A (and with verses 11-18 where 
Jesus meets Mary Magdalen an optional part of this passage) and the 
provision of Luke 24:13-35 for use at an evening celebration.†  With the 
adoption of the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) in 2006 the passage 
from John 20 is now an option in all three years, and when used always 
includes the full passage.  While these modern variants are shared by other 
churches using the RCL, neither the Eastern Rites nor the Roman Rite 
lectionaries include any appearance of the Risen Christ, and this seems 
also to be true for most of the ancient local Rites of the Roman Catholic 
church, with the one exception of the Ambrosian Rite, used in Milan, 
which gives John 20:11-18 as its Easter Gospel. 

Fr. Gerth writes‡ that he had never noticed this situation until he began working on his 
(2014) Easter sermons, but found it troubling when he did.  
I too confess that I had never consciously been aware of 
this until reading his comments, but my reaction was first 
to ask why these Gospels were chosen, and then why did 
the choice not clamor for my attention.  I would answer the 
second question by saying that by the time (probably in the 
second or third grade) I was noticing what was read at the 
Easter liturgy, I was also familiar with the Resurrection 
appearances and I think I just subconsciously fitted them 
together in my mind with the actual readings.  I can only 
speculate as to the reasons for the original selections, but I 
suspect that it was based on something similar to my own 
experience; not in this case that people would necessarily already know the stories, but 
rather that those who came on Easter Day would also be coming back to hear the rest of the 
story.  Thus the first time around they would hear the whole story in sequence, and then as 
they grew in the faith would hear about the empty tomb on Easter, knowing the rest of the 
story, and being able to put it together for themselves. 

The benefit of this scheme would be that the congregation could experience the 
Resurrection in a manner similar to the Apostles: first simply learning of the empty tomb, 
and then, on the next day,§ encountering the Risen Lord.  Today, however, we live in a 

situation where a significant portion of our Easter 
congregations will not be back to hear the rest of the story in 
the days and weeks ahead.  There may then be a real case, 
on pastoral and teaching grounds, for the kind of change in 
our lectionary (and - except in Milan - it would be a change 
rather than a restoration) which we now have as an option 
with the reading from John.  I would suggest a good old 
Anglican compromise, using John 20:1-18 alternately with 
the other readings so that people can have both experiences. 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Fr. Stephen Gerth in Ave, the publication of St. Mary the Virgin, Times 
Square, New York.  The discussion first appeared in the issue of April 27, 2014, and was continued in the 

issue of March 15, 2015. 
† In the Luke passage Jesus does meet with the two disciples on the 
way to Emmaus on the day of Resurrection, but they do not recognize 
him until after they had stopped for the night, presumably after sunset 
had begun a new calendar day. 
‡ Ave, issue of April 27, 2014. 
§ John 20:19 speaks of the encounter as being on the first day of the 
week, but here John seems to be following the Gentile practice of starting 
the day at midnight; in Jewish practice it would have already been the 
second day. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=294921148
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=294921148
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=294921368
http://www.stmvirgin.org/article391435.htm
http://www.stmvirgin.org/article410612.htm
http://www.stmvirgin.org/article391435.htm
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=294931802
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C atherine Kast, Noah DoBosh & Rory Palmer celebrate today!  

Saturday is the big day for Helen Sheridan.  Abby Keating will 

be blowing out candles on Easter Sunday.  Tuesday Catherine Clayton & 

Michael Pinheiro will be opening presents.  John Bilski will be another 

year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  “With God’s Grace I Will Follow Him” 
 

A re you interested in confirming your Christian faith and 
membership at St. Paul's?  A class to prepare candidates for 

Confirmation will be held on Saturday, April 4th, 11th and 18th 
from 10 am to noon.  Bishop Rowthorn will be here for 
Confirmation on Saturday, April 25th, at 3 pm.  Please speak with Fr. 
Joe or Deacon Carolyn if interested, or if you have any questions. 

Everyone is invited to attend and support our confirmands on April 
25th. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

April 2nd 

James Lloyd Breck 
Priest, 1876 

 

J ames Lloyd Breck was one of the most important missionaries of the Episcopal 
Church in the nineteenth century.  He was called “The Apostle of the Wilderness.” 

Breck was born in Philadelphia in 1818, and like many important Churchmen of his 
time, was greatly influenced by the pastoral devotion, liturgical 
concern, and sacramental emphasis of William Augustus 
Muhlenberg.  Breck attended Muhlenberg’s school in Flushing, 
New York, before entering the University of Pennsylvania.  
Muhlenberg inspired him, when he was sixteen years old, to 
dedicate himself to a missionary life.  The dedication was 
crystallized when Breck, with three other classmates from the 
General Theological Seminary, founded a religious community at 
Nashotah, Wisconsin, which in 1844 was on the frontier. 
 Nashotah became a center of liturgical observance, of pastoral 
care, and of education.  Isolated families were visited, mission 
stations established, and, probably for the first time since the 

Revolution, Episcopal missionaries were the first to reach the settlers. 
Though Nashotah House flourished, and became one of the seminaries of the Episcopal 

Church, the “religious house” ideal did not.  Breck moved on to St. Paul, Minnesota, where 
he began the work of the Episcopal Church.  At Gull Lake, he organized St. Columba’s 
Mission for the Chippewa.  It laid the foundation for work among the Indians by their own 
native priests, although the mission itself did not survive. 

In 1855, Breck married, and in 1858 settled in Faribault, Minnesota, where his mission 
was associated with one of the first cathedrals established in the Episcopal Church in the 
United States.  He also founded Seabury Divinity School, which later merged with Western 
Theological Seminary, to become Seabury-Western.  In 1867, Breck went on to California, 
inspired principally by the opportunity of founding a new, theological school.  His schools 
at Benicia, California, did not survive, but the five parishes which he founded did, and the 
Church in California was strengthened immensely through his work. He died prematurely, 
at the age of 55, in 1876. 
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†  The Season of Easter 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to 

their new faith in the risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and 

challenging stories of an empty tomb and Jesus alive, bringing joy and 

courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord 

has risen indeed!”  “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 28:19). 

 Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to Mary, who at first 

mistakes him for the gardener.  “Mary!” he says to her, and she 

recognizes her risen Lord (John 20:11-18).  Later that day he is a 

wayfarer opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple who 

are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where he will be known to 

them in the breaking of the bread (Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas 

cannot believe unless he sees and touches the marks of the nails and the 

wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among them and 

invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My Lord and my God!” 

Thomas responds (John 20:24-29).  Several weeks afterward, disciples 

are fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just after daybreak, there 

is Jesus standing on the beach, though at first they do not recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to his disciples.  Paul tells of an 

appearance to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 15:6).  

Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, before 

their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 
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†  Following In Christ’s Obedience  
 

by Steve Hemming 
 

He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might 
pass from Him.  And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You.  Take this cup away from 
Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.”  Mark 14:35-36  

 

I n the Garden of Gethsemane, on the night He was betrayed 
and handed over to the chief priests, our Lord Jesus Christ 

prayed these words to our Father.  His earthy ministry was 
drawing to a close, and He knew what lied ahead; condemnation 
to death, mocking, scourging, crucifixion and on the third day 
He would rise again (Matthew 20:18-19).  Jesus was about to 
fulfill the prophetic words of Isaiah 53, whereby God was going 
to lay upon Him the sins of us all, and He would be struck down 
by His Father, afflicted, pierced through for our transgressions, 
and crushed for our iniquities.  Knowing all this was to come for 
Jesus, His soul was exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death that 
night at Gethsemane (Matthew 26:38). 

Despite His agony in the garden, being so intense that His 
sweat became like great drops of blood, Jesus was determined to 
obey His Father’s will, “not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 
22:42,44).  While scripture does not reveal what was the Father’s 
response, we read in Hebrews 5:7-8, that He heard His Son’s 
pleas, for when Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from 
death, He was heard because of His Godly fear, and though He was a Son, He learned 
obedience by the things which He suffered. 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16).  Jesus said, “And this is the 
will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have 
everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:40).  While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8), for He spoke these words; “I am the good 
shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10:11), and “Greater 
love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). 

He sought only to perform His Father’s will for His life; “I can of myself do nothing.  As 
I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, I do not seek My own will but the will of the 
Father who sent Me” (John 5:30).  It was His perfect obedience and complete submission to 
His Father that enabled Jesus to face the cross; “He humbled Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even death on the cross” (Philippians 2:8).  God made Jesus who knew 
no sin to be sin for us, that we may become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 
5:21).  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:10).  Jesus bore our sins in His own body on a tree, that 
we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness; by whose stripes you were healed (1 
Peter 2:24). 

In addition to having sincere gratitude in our hearts for what He did for us, how can we 
actively respond to Jesus’ sacrificial act of obedience on our behalf?  We can follow in His 
footsteps: 

Seek the Father 
Jeremiah 29:12 – “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me will all 

your heart.” 
Matthew 6:33 – “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 

will be added to you.” 
Love the Father 
1 John 4:19 – “We love Him because He first loved us.” 
Matthew 22:37 – “Jesus said to Him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’” 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Looking for Memories! 
 

We are in the process of compiling a book on St. 

Paul’s parish, past and present – an historical 

overview in celebration of our 230th anniversary. 

 

If you have anything to share, we 

are particularly looking for: 

Wedding photos at St. Paul’s altar 

Baptism photos at St. Paul’s font 

Old news articles about St. Paul’s Church 

Friendship Fair photos 

Photos from any of our ministries and groups (past and present) 

Family group photos (perhaps an update from those in our directory) 

 

Comments:  What St. Paul’s has meant to me…  

 

Please send to Sandy Chaleski at srchaleski@comcast.net 

Or phone Sandy at 203-730-2336 with any questions or comments. 

Do God’s will 
Mathew 6:10 – “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Psalm 40:6-8 – “Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears you have 

opened.  Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require.  Then I 
said, behold I come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me.  I 
delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my 
heart.” 
Obey the Lord 
1 Samuel 15:22 – “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.” 
Jeremiah 7:23 – “But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey 
My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people.  And 
walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well 
with you.” 
Humble yourself before God 
James 4:10 – “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He 
will lift you up. 
1 Peter 5:6-7 – “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand 
of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care 
upon Him, for He cares for you.” 
Pick up your cross 
Luke 9:23 – “Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me”. 
Luke 14:27 – “Whoever does not carry his own cross cannot be My 
disciple.” 

Lay down your life 
John 12:24-25 – “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  He who loves his life loses it, 
and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  If anyone serves Me, let 
him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also.” 

1 John 3:16 – “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.  And we 
also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”  

(Continued from page 9) Following in Christ’s Obedience 

mailto:srchaleski@comcast.net
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† Vestry Meeting 

March 9th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:35 pm.  John Tuthill led a 
Bible study on “Practice How to Share Your 
Faith” using Bible passages to share your 
faith with others.  Emphasis on the fact that 
the church is in the forgiveness business and 
the cross is the medicine of the world.  Lois 
Hunt gave her testimony, of growing up at 
St. Paul’s in the faith and coming to the 
conviction as a young adult that salvation is 
a gift that has to be accepted as a conscious 
decision to follow Jesus Christ.  She spoke of 
the strength her faith and her strong Christian 
community gave her through the 
joys and problems of life, that faith 
needs the strength of other 
Christians to thrive.  The February 
minutes were approved as 
circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Expenses 
were $12,082 over income for 
February for a total of $20,695 over income 
YTD, partially weather related, both in 
expenses and income.  Endowments are up 
$17,000 YTD.  The Capital Campaign Fund 
has a balance of $36,447. 
 

Committee Reports: Pam Szen reported 
that the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper 
raised $400 for the Jericho shelter to 
purchase new cots and two cots were 
donated by a member of St. Paul’s.  She 
asked us to pray for the homeless 
community.  A community dinner and a 
Parish picnic are in the planning stages.  Pat 
Jennings reported that Stephen Ministry is 
looking for new members for a fall training 
session to be held with the Congregational 
Church.  The women’s retreat is being 
planned for June 5th and 6th at Camp 
Washington, the price will be set soon.  Dot 
Crocker reported that Hearts to Hands 
ministry has been quiet with some ongoing 
ministry needs being met.  Mary Perry 
reported that The Daniel Plan has about 20 
participants.  PraiseMoves is exploring 
LiveStreaming and adding outdoor circuit 
training in the Spring.  Prayer & healing 
teams continue to faithfully serve. 
 

Rector’s Report: The Vestry approved the 

Parochial Report.  There 
will be confirmation at St. 
Paul’s on April 25th with 
Bishop Rowthorn with about ten people from 
St. Paul’s.  St. James Farmington will be 
joining us and there may be other churches 
as well.  Our confirmation classes will begin 
soon.  The new Vestry members are asked to 
participate in the foot washing on Maundy 
Thursday.  Father Joe will be on sabbatical 
mid August through September. 
 

Old Business: David Williams reported for 
the Building Committee: Contractors have 

been interviewed for Phase II and a scope of 
work is being worked up for quoting 
purposes.  A HVAC contractor will be 
contracted.  We do not need an electrical 
upgrade per the electrical consultant we 
hired.  On finishing up Phase II, still working 
on the dish washer and flooring issues.  The 
Vestry Retreat will be held on March 21st at 
the Oratory of the Little Way.. 
 

New Business: Eucharistic Ministers are 
active here at St. Paul’s taking communion 
to those who cannot come to church.  
Defibrillator training will be arranged soon 
for anyone interested.  
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:55 pm by Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the 
Vestry 

† Where I Went to Church Last Sunday 
 

Robin Powell attended St. John’s Episcopal Church in Naples, FL 
where they have their Fr. Joe. 
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Men's Bible Study Monday Nights 

 

O ur Bible study of the Book of Joshua 

meets on Monday nights in Crocker 

Hall.  We start at 7 pm and finish by 8.  Past 

sessions are available on our YouTube channel 

and each week is available on LiveStream. 
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I was born and raised in Africa.  I thought I had been through the most difficult of 
circumstances.  Alas, I realized during my first assignment for Episcopal Relief & 
Development with a disease prevention ministry that life in rural Africa was hard, even for 
me. 

Eight hours of jostling up and down, clinging to the back seat of a truck on a dusty road 
through scattered villages that had recently hosted rebel soldiers, I saw women carrying 
their children as they struggled to survive. 

On this road the words of Christ came to mind: "Do you love me more than these?...feed 
my lambs." Jesus was speaking to me. 

Lambs are young, vulnerable and in need of attention and support to survive and thrive.  
Whether Jesus' lambs are far or near, feeding them may mean giving up something that we 
enjoy as part of our obedience to Christ's call to care for the vulnerable ones, for his lambs.  
Nourish them, comfort them and strengthen them.  This is clearly proof of your love for 
those lambs--and for the great Shepherd of sheep.                                   Idris Dada Buabeng 

Idris Dada Buabeng is an International Program Officer for Episcopal Relief & 
Development. 

†  Save the Date 
St. Paul's Women's 
Retreat with all 
new Women of the 
Bible with Anita 
Gutschick and 
Joanne Hagemeyer 
is coming June 5-6, 
2015  

I BELIEVE THAT TOGETHER WE CAN 
HEAL A HURTING WORLD 

 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?"  He said to him, 
"Yes, Lord; you know that I love you."  Jesus 
said to him, "Feed my lambs."        -John 21:15 

†  Can You Give Me A Lift? 
 

H earts to Hands Ministry is in the transportation 
business!  We coordinate one-time rides and 

ongoing transportation schedules for parishioners in 
need.  Would you 
consider joining our 
team, our database 
of parishioners 
willing to help 
someone get to an appointment or 
a therapy class?  When a need arises, we will put out the date, 
time and other details of the situation to our database of 
drivers to see who is available to provide coverage.  Please 
contact Nicole O'Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you 
are willing to help.  Thank you!  

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 
 

Opening Hymn Jesus Christ is risen today 
Gradual Hymn Alleluia, Alleluia 
Offertory Hymn Christ is alive! Let Christians sing 
Closing Hymn He is risen, He is risen 
 

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
 

Brian A. Wren wrote the text  for “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”in Hockley, 
Essex, England, during April of 1968.  Wren writes: 

It was written for Easter Sunday, two weeks after the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  I could not let Easter go by without 
speaking of this tragic event which was on all our minds. . . . The hymn 
tries to see God's love winning over tragedy and suffering in the world. 
. . . There is tension and tragedy in these words, not just Easter 
rejoicing. 

 It was first published in the British supplement New Church Praise 
(1975), the text was revised by Wren in 1978. 

"Christ Is Alive" is a joyful celebration of Christ's resurrection (st. 1) and of his personal 
rule in a human world in which pain, war, and injustice abound (st. 2-4).  Christ’s 
transcendent and immanent reign is empowered by the Holy Spirit and will ultimately bring 
about a new creation (st. 5). 

The tune we sing this hymn to is Truro, an anonymous tune, first published in Thomas 
Williams's Psalmodia Evangelica, (second vol., 1789) as a setting for Isaac Watts' "Now to 
the Lord a noble song."  Virtually nothing is known about this eighteenth-century British 
editor of the two-volume Psalmodia Evangelica, a collection of three-part psalm and hymn 
tunes for "Churches, Chapels, and Dissenting Meetings in England, Scotland, and Ireland." 
The tune is named for an ancient city in Cornwall, England, famous for its cathedral and for 
its pottery.  

B ible Study Fellowship International, BSF is an in depth, interdenominational bible 
study.  BSF welcomes women of all faiths.  Our last remaining classes in the study 

of Moses are, April 13th, 20th and 27th.   
Come and see what we are all about.  Any 
time spent looking into the Word of God is 
time well spent. 

We offer small group discussions, printed 
questions, commentary notes, weekly lec-
tures and fellowship.  Our purpose is to help 
members study the bible, find relevant life 
applications and develop a personal relation-
ship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no 
fee.  

There is also a school program staffed by 
well trained leaders with lessons to correspond in content to the adult program.  Children in 
grades 1-12 should be registered before attending class. 

BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:50 pm at the Christ Redeemer Church, 
114 Roxbury Road in Southbury. 

Registration for the study of Revelation will begin in April.  The class will begin, Mon-
day, Sept. 7, 2015 and runs for 30 weeks ending the first week of May. 

For more information, call our class administrator, Anette: 203-598-1675 or visit our 
website ~ www.bsfinternational.org 

BSF is not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church. 

God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.       Saint Augustine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMwPEmUMP7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4QzOf3Vjfg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkebI4v6sZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxSsLnZBogY
http://www.bsfinternational.org
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T hank you to all the wonderful people who have volunteered or 
made donations to Jericho's food and clothing pantry. 

St. Paul’s has the 2nd Saturday of every month to staff the food and 
clothing pantry.  So, our next volunteer date is Saturday, April 11th from 
10 - 11:30 am. 

Please contact Laurie DoBosh if you are interested in volunteering, 
donating or have questions - ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731. 

Wish List Items for Pantry:  reusable grocery bags, bags of beans, 
bags of rice, spam, deodorant, soap. 

Save the Date 
Saturday, May 2  

JERICHO - DAY OF SERVICE 
“Good Neighbor Day” 

 
 

O ur Spring service day is on the 
calendar for Saturday, May 2 in 

Danbury.  Once again, Jericho will 
coordinate projects for St. Paul’s 

volunteers 
which will 
include projects 
at the Good 
Samaritan 
Mission, the 
Spring Street 
Food Pantry 

and at their main 
facility on Rose Street. 

At the Mission, we’d like to add a 
touch of home if  possible.  Currently, 
there are no window treatments and 
some of the windows are reinforced 

with plastic.  So, if you are led to help 
with that, please see or contact Pam 
Szen prszen@gmail.com.  Needed are 
people who can install and people who 
might be willing to make curtains. 

We gather at 8:30 a.m. in the parking 
lot of the Samaritan Neighborhood 
Center/St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on 
Spring Street in Danbury.  Coffee and 
breakfast will be provided.  Jericho 
provides lunch.  The day ends around 
3:00 p.m. 

There will be a sign up sheet in the 
back of the church if you would like to 
volunteer on May 2.  This is a 
wonderful day of outreach and 
fellowship. 

Believe me…you will be 
blessed tremendously  

SHOUT OUT 

M any thanks to Kathy 
DeSanti who recently 

arranged for 3 large boxes of 
dental supplies to be donated to 

the Good Samaritan 
Mission of Jericho in 
Danbury.  What a 
blessing this is for 
the people who take 
shelter at the 
Mission.  The 
supplies will be 
delivered this week. 

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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"O n this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice 

and be glad in it."  What a wonderful reminder 

that the Lord we have committed to follow as stewards, 

disciples, and apprentices is alive and well.  Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Transport of Christ to 
the Tomb 

1864-1870 
Ciseri, Antonio, 1821-1891 

 

Antonio Ciseri was an Italian 

painter of religious subjects.  Born 
in Switzerland, he went to Florence 
in 1833 to study drawing and 
eventually ran a private art school.  
Ciseri's religious paintings are 
Raphaelesque in their 
compositional outlines and their 
polished surfaces, but are nearly 
photographic in effect.  He fulfilled 
many important commissions from 
churches in Italy and Switzerland. 
Ciseri also painted a significant 
number of portraits. He died in 
Florence on 8 March 1891. 

 For more 

info on this 

memorable 

trip talk with 

Pam or 

David Szen  

Click on the picture for a free, 

on-line study by John Piper 

on devel-

oping our 

hearts' de-

sire for 

God.  

T he 

Sacristans 

for April are 

Carol Gurski, 

Diane Loring, 

Joyce Sarver, and 

Gail Winkley. 

https://connect.ligonier.org/school/catalog/course/when-i-dont-desire-god/?utm_source=All+Things+Ligonier&utm_campaign=63c4a08086-piper_connect&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_420f754c7c-63c4a08086-239574233


 17 

†  Transforming Thoughts 

 If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent a businessman.  If pleasure, a 
entertainer.  As it is forgiveness, He sent a Saviour.  
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Jesus is God 
 

This is a paragraph by Fr. Henry Nouwen.  He is a priest and a chaplain. 
 

P recisely when Jesus is being handed over into his passion, He manifests his glory.  
“Whom do you seek…. I am he” are words that echo all the way back to Moses 

and the burning bush:  “I am who I am, I am the one.”  These words are the glory of God 
manifesting himself and those present fell flat on the ground.  Then Jesus was handed over.  
In the handing over we see the glory of God handing himself over to us.  God’s glory 
revealed in Jesus embraces passion as well as resurrection.  

“The Son of Man,” Jesus says “must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”  He is lifted up as a 
passive victim, making the cross the sign of desolation.  And he is lifted in glory, so the 
cross becomes at the same time a sign of hope.   Suddenly we realize that the glory of God, 
the divinity of God, is bursting through in 
Jesus passion precisely when he is 
victimized. 

LiveStream - Our LiveStreaming of our 8 am services and Men’s Bible Study on the 
internet has been well received and helpful to parishioners unable to attend services because 
of weather or health conditions.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and former members who 
have moved away.  Why not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for 
a church and don’t know what to expect?  In the future we hope to LiveStream 
our April 25th Confirmation service and future baptisms and funerals for 

family members and friends who can't travel long distances.  In addition to 
services we are considering  streaming other church events for participants who 
can’t physically be there and to introduce the program to interested newcomers.  
The events can be watched live or later for up to three weeks online.  Just click 
on the LiveStream button or tab on our website for more info.  

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

He Is Risen! 
 

 Acts 10:34-43  

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, 
and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.  At first Peter was slow to believe that 

God wanted him to bring the word to a non-Jew.  But God has shown this to be the divine 
will, and Peter gladly responds to Cornelius, a Roman centurion, together with his family 
and friends.  The risen Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who 
trust in him receive forgiveness of sins in his name. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and 

deliverance from death. 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
Paul reminds the Corinthians of his basic proclamation concerning the 

Lord’s resurrection.  All these things happened according to the scriptures.  
Beginning with a manifestation to Cephas, Paul recounts six appearances of 
the risen Lord to his followers.  The last, which must have taken place several 
years after the others, gave this former persecutor of the church his 
commission as an apostle. 

 John 20:1-18  
Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ appearance 

to Mary Magdalene.  While it is still dark, Mary comes and finds that the 
stone used to cover the tomb has been moved away.  She runs and brings 
Peter and another disciple whom Jesus loved.  Although no human eye 
catches sight of Jesus’ rising from death, these first witnesses see the discarded grave 
wrappings and the other disciple perceives and believes.  Mary remains weeping at the 
graveside and talks with a man she assumes to be the gardener.  He speaks her name, and 
she knows her Lord. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

G od’s riches at Christ’s expense.  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

John 20:1-18 
As the Word descended 

from the Father and became 

flesh at the start of John's 

Gospel, Mary is 

experiencing the reverse 

process - of the flesh 

becoming Word.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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 The Rev. Mark Bozzuti-Jones, an award-winning children's 
author and priest for Pastoral Care and Community at Trinity 
Wall Street in New York City, discusses our compassion and 
compares it to Jesus compassion as he cries over the city of 
Jerusalem. 
 
 National and global events 
cause many of us to weep.  
Some of us seem inclined to 
turn away from "the things 
that make for peace."  To 
weep over a hurting world 
says that you and I care--we 
have compassion, want to 
make a difference, work for 
hope and endeavor to respond 
like Jesus when we see hurt 
and brokenness around us. 
 Christians are called to 

offer more than our tears.  Jesus, the Prince of Peace, 
came into the city, healing those who needed healing, 
challenging the corruption of the political and religious authorities and giving his life to 
bring us peace. 

Weeping requires that we pay attention to the pain of our world.  It means that we play a 
part in healing our world.  Weeping calls us to work against income inequality, work 
against all forms of discrimination and racism and build communities that show that we 
respect the dignity of every human being.  Shedding tears over the places in the world that 
are broken demands that we live and love like Jesus. 

Women stomp on wet mortar to the rhythm of song.  Men pack con-
crete into molds.  Together, a community in the Gaza Province of 
Mozambique is making bricks to sell and to build their own houses.  
Some of the proceeds go to caring for orphans in the community.  Some 
will be given to support initiatives in other local communities.  Through 
this project, the community is answering God's call to hold the people in 
their hearts with a resounding, "Here am I, Lord." 

Episcopal Relief & Development hears that same call--a call to address 
poverty, violence, hunger, thirst, disease and disaster and answers, "Here 
am I, Lord--Here am I, partnering to support local solutions to local is-
sues." 

As we walk into the dark night of Good Friday toward the life and light 
of the resurrected Christ of Easter, let us hold God's people in our hearts. 

Let us say together, "Here am I, Lord. Send me." 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Andrew’s, Kent; Emmanuel, Killingworth; Trinity, Lime Rock; St. Michael’s, 
Litchfield. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..ECCT Joint Leadership group members of the Executive Council, 
Missionary Society, Standing Committee, and Donations & Bequests. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary 
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John 
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of Armenia; the people of Grenada; and our sister and 
brother members of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa - NG 
Church. 
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
advancing ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the 
world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Malaysai, for the availability of Bibles and Christian materials in the Malay language. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food basket collections 
for the month of April. 
…..Jericho Partnership’s Spring Street ministry, that it continues to grow and transform the 
lives it touches. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's.  Please pray for 
healing and relief from pain. 
…..Becky, peace and healing. 
…..the victims and families of Germanwings Flight 9525. 
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
…..Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury and the future of its ministry. 
…..Grateful hearts, and make us mindful of the needs of others; through Jesus.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

It’s a bird,!  It’s a plane!  It’s a drone! 
It is cool and and it will be here on Sunday. 

 
 It's been years since we did a parish family photo, so 
since we have the technology we decided to use Canon 
Bill's drone to take a video during announcement time at 
our Easter service (10:30 am), and get everyone to smile 
and wave to the camera.  

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://standrewskent.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://churchinthewilderness.org/
http://www.trinitylimerock.org/
http://stmichaels-litchfield.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Reformed_Church_in_South_Africa_-_NG_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Reformed_Church_in_South_Africa_-_NG_Church
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/springstreetministrygrows.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzVCyPZWBQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzVCyPZWBQk
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#SelfieWithTheFather or 

#SelfieWithTheCamel? 

H ere’s yet 

another 

variation on the 

#SelfieWithTheFather 

theme.  This one 

qualifies are a 

#MirrorSelfieWithThe

Father and as 

“SelfieWithTheFather

MyFather 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chaleski, Laurie DoBosh, 

Christine Domareck, Steve Hemming, 
Carolyn Legg,  Bill Loring, Diane Loring, 
Heather Melody, Rachel Melody, Beth 
Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson, Debi 
Pomeroy, Bill Schrull, Joe Shepley, Sarah 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen 
& Gail 
Winkley. 

 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 
Social media is the new greeter at your church - it greets people all day every day, not just on Sundays!  

Looks like Sir 

Camelot has a 

new friend and is 

going on a trip!  

Bon Voyage! 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB

