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†  The Path Before Us 
 
 

And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith.   (1 John 5:4) 

Dear Friends, 

W e have everything we need to navigate this life, and the next, because God has us in 

Jesus.  Before followers of Christ were called Christians, they were called people of 

the Way.  From the very beginning, Jesus has been the way, the 

truth and the life, and remains so today. 

We all must take a path.  Blazing one's own trail, while a popular 

thought, only goes so far.  It ultimately ends.  Following the One 

who goes before us, making a way when there seems to be no 

way, has no ending.  The landscape of our mortality will change, 

and yet the path will go on to a new dimension as we follow our 

Lord.  "Where I am, you will also be" (John 12:26) remains his 

promise always. 

This Sunday, our reading from 1 John will invite us to reflect 

together on what it means to be overcomers in this world, and the 

next.  There is a path before us right now.  Step forward in faith.  

Together, we find our way today through the Way. 

Faithfully, 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Sir Camelot tries to help navigate 

back from the Prayer Breakfast, but 

Fr. Joe knows there is a better Way! 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May  7 - 7:30 pm - Building Committee, Classroom 

   7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May  9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

   3:00 pm - Women’s Tea, Crocker Hall 

Sun, May 10 -  

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   9:45 am - 1st Communion Class 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, May 11 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) 

Tue, May 12 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, May 13 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion I & Healing 

Thu, May 14 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, May 16 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, May 17 -  

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Deacon’s Forum, Guild Room 

   9:45 am - 1st Communion Class 

   10:30 am - Sunday School 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Click Below to 

†  Start Spreading 
the News! 

 

“G od uses prepared 
vessels, no substitute.  

God is not looking for a rocket scientist, he's looking for those 
with a mind, and then he will finish the rest.  It's like, 'God, 
here I am, send me,' and He will do the rest.  He will prepare 
you.  He will provide for your preparation.  One thing I have 
seen in all my years of travel all over the world and in teaching 
and in proclaiming the Gospel, whoever is hungry for the 
word, God will break every barrier to get to that person.  And 
who wants to know God, God will make Himself available to 
that person - somewhere somehow.  The problem the church is 
having today is we have so many unprepared vessels in the 
church, and it's showing everywhere.” 

Moses C. Onwubiko 

WANTED: Do you have a digital camera, digital video camera or other 

computer equipment that you no longer use or need.  Consider 

donating it to St. Paul’s for our Sword Points staff and media 

department.  Contact the office or email us here. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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A weekly column 
by Sarah Shepley 

 

W e are always looking for solace.  We feel the need for security.  
Even Christians seek out worldly things whether it be people, 

objects, practices, or ideologies to center ourselves.  Unknowingly, 
we are putting our trust in these things when we do this.  Ultimately 
these “security blankets” will fail us, because the only steadfast 
foundation is God.  He desires for us to come to him in good times and 
bad and to put our trust in him always.  Once we acknowledge that he is 
our rock and our comforter, we will always find our peace in Him.  So 
when life is rough and we feel like we will explode with anger, frustration, 
stress, or anxiety, let us turn to God and He will be our solace. 

 

Psalm 18:2 
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my 

rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold. 

 

Psalm 143:4-8 
So my spirit grows faint within me; my heart 

within me is dismayed.  I remember the days of long 
ago; I meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done.  I spread out my 
hands to you; I thirst for you like a parched land.  Answer me quickly, Lord; my spirit fails.  
Do not hide your face from me or I will be like those who go down to the pit.  Let the 
morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you.  Show me the 
way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. . 

† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign starts this Sunday, Mother’s 
Day and continues through Sunday, June 21, Father’s Day. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry located at 13 Rose Street in 
Danbury, and ispart of the Jericho Partnership, that supports women during 
unplanned pregnancies.  They also have offices in Bridgeport and Stamford. 

It is a place that offers compassion and free services for those facing 
unplanned pregnancies.  Services include: Pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, 
resources and referrals for prenatal care.  They also offer relationship 
education programs in the local schools and abortion recovery care 
including counseling and Bible studies. 

Each client is offered a bible and an explanation of how God loves them 
and their unborn child and that He has a future and a hope for each one.  
They also offer material resources for those who chose to carry their babies to term.  This is 
a “newborn survival kit” containing diapers and clothing to get them off to a good start.  
They continue support of their clients with a monthly diaper program. 

St. Paul’s has supported Hopeline for many years through the annual “Change for 
Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  Last year St Paul's contributed $1,700 plus to Hopeline.  
We will encourage people to write checks since, the change needs to be converted into a 
check.  Checks should be made out to St Paul's with Hopeline in memo line.  There are baby 
bottles at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall and we ask you to return them on 
Father’s Day. 

Taking part in the baby bottle campaign helps Hopeline to offer hope, give the good 
news of the Gospel to their clients, and provide material resources to those who have chosen 
life. 

For more information, contact: Joyce Sarver or Bonnie Wanzer. 



4  

 

†  Happy Mother’s Day 
 

E arly "Mother's Day" in the U.S. was mostly marked by women's peace groups.  
A common early activity was the meeting of groups of mothers whose sons had 

fought or died on opposite sides of the Civil War.  There were several local 
celebrations in the 1870s and the 1880s, but none achieved resonance beyond the local 
level. 
 In its present form, Mother's Day was established in 1907 by Anna Marie Jarvis, 
following the death of her mother Ann Jarvis two years earlier. 
 On May 8, 1914, the U.S. Congress passed a law designating the second Sunday in 
May as Mother's Day and President Woodrow Wilson issued a 
proclamation, declaring the first national Mother's Day, as a 
day for American citizens to show the flag in honor of 

those mothers whose sons had died in war. 
Carnations have come to represent Mother's Day, since 

Anna Jarvis delivered 500 of them at its first celebration in 
1908.  Many religious services held later copied the custom of 
giving away carnations. 

†  Mother’s Day Proclamation 
 

M other’s Day has been celebrated on the second Sunday in May since 1908; but an earli-
er celebration, Mother’s Day for Peace, was initiated in 1870 on the second Sunday in 

June by Julia Ward Howe. 
Born in New York City in 1819, Howe was raised as an Episcopalian Calvinist and grew into 

a fervent abolitionist.  She is perhaps best known for writing the words to “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic,” after meeting President Abraham Lincoln in 1861. 

Following the American Civil War, Howe remained active politically, promoting pacifism 
and women’s suffrage.  In 1870 she wrote “Appeal to Womanhood Throughout the World,” later 
known as the “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” urging women around the world to rise up against 
war. 

“Appeal to Womanhood Throughout the World” 

A rise, then, women of this day!  Arise, all women who have hearts,  
Whether our baptism be of water or of tears! 

Say firmly:  
“We will not have great questions decided by irrelevant agencies,  
Our husbands will not come to us, reeking with carnage, for caresses and applause.  
Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn  
All that we have been able to teach them of charity, mercy and patience.  
We, the women of one country,  
Will be too tender of those of another country  
To allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs.” 
From the bosom of the devastated Earth a voice goes up with  
Our own. It says: “Disarm! Disarm!  
The sword of murder is not the balance of justice.”  
Blood does not wipe out dishonor,  
Nor violence indicate possession.  
As men have often forsaken the plough and the anvil at the summons of war,  
Let women now leave all that may be left of home for a great and earnest day of counsel. 
Let them meet first, as women, to bewail and commemorate the dead.  
Let them solemnly take counsel with each other as to the means  
Whereby the great human family can live in peace,  
Each bearing after his own time the sacred impress, not of Caesar, But of God. 
In the name of womanhood and humanity, I earnestly ask  
That a general congress of women without limit of nationality  
May be appointed and held at someplace deemed most convenient  
And at the earliest period consistent with its objects,  
To promote the alliance of the different nationalities,  
The amicable settlement of international questions, 
The great and general interests of peace. 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

May 7th 

Harriet Starr Cannon 
Religious, 1896 

 

H arriet Starr Cannon founded the Community of St. Mary.  
Cannon was born in Charleston in 1823 and was orphaned in 

1824 when her parents died of yellow fever.  She grew up with her 
only surviving sibling in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in the home of 
relatives.  In 1851, Cannon entered the Sisters of the Holy 
Communion, an order founded by William Augustus Muhlenberg, 
Rector of the Church of the Holy Communion in New York City.  The 
Sisters were heavily involved in the operation of clinics and care 
facilities that would become St. Luke’s Hospital in the City of New 
York.  During her years with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon served as a nurse. 

Over time, Harriet Cannon yearned for a more traditional monastic form of religious life.  
When agreement could not be reached with Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon and a 
small group of her sisters moved to form a new order.  On the Feast of the Presentation, 
February 2, 1865, Horatio Potter, Bishop of the Diocese of New York, received from 
Harriet Cannon and her sisters the traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, at 
St. Michael’s Church in Manhattan.  The sisters began life together as the Community of St. 
Mary and Harriet Cannon became the Order’s first Superior. 

The apostolate of The Community of St. Mary began with nursing and the care of 
women who had endured difficult circumstances.  After time, however, Mother Cannon and 
her Sisters became increasingly committed to providing free schools for the education of 
young women in addition to their medical work.  The Community continued to grow and 
developed girls’ schools, hospitals, and orphanages in New York, Tennessee, and 
Wisconsin. 

The Community of St. Mary played a critical role in response to the yellow fever 
epidemic in Memphis in the 1870’s.  Sister Constance and her companions are remembered 
on September 9. 

A Prayer for all Women on Mother’s Day 
 

O n this Mother’s Day we give thanks to God for the divine gift of 
mother-hood in all its diverse forms.  Let us pray for all the 

mothers among us today; for own  mothers, those living and those who 
have passed away; for the mothers who loved us and for those who fell 
short of loving us fully; for all who hope to be mothers someday and for 
all those whose hope to have children has been frustrated; for all mothers 
who have lost children; for all who mothered others in any way; those 
who have been our substitute mothers and we who have done so for those 
in need and for the earth that bore us and provides us with sustenance.  
We pray this all in the name of our great and loving God.  Amen 
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One Item Up for Auction! (sort of!) 
 

W e have one item left over from our auction last month, a kids playhouse that ended 
up not being sold.  We still have the item and would like to offer it up to anyone 

who is interested.  If you’d like to make an offer, please email stpaulsown@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:stpaulsown@gmail.com
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“Y ou did not choose me, but I chose 

you.”  On a much more trivial 

scale, can you remember the child-like elation 

of being chosen for a team, for a part in a play, 

for a special class project?  Shouldn’t it be a 

natural and gladsome thing, then, to love and 

serve the Holy One, the Creator of the Universe, 

who first loved and chose you as special to 

Him? 

Men's Bible Study Monday Nights 
Our study of the Book of Joshua meets on Monday nights in Crocker Hall, 7-8 pm.  Past 

sessions are available on our YouTube channel and each week is available on LiveStream. 

Click Below to 

https://www.episcopalct.org/News-and-Events/Annual-Events/Bishops-5K/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, it’s St. Paul’s turn to 
cook and serve meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House 

in Danbury.  Please consider helping out in this vital ministry.  
Contact Barbara DeAnzeris or Don Winkley for more info.  

† Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K aden O’Connors & Melissa Fox celebrate Saturday!  Sunday is the big day 

for Wendy Cavagna.  Send a card to Steve Hemming for Monday.   Tim 

Tilford will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Ryan Friedly & Dolly Pinto will 

be another year older and wiser onWednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  That Our Joy May Be Full 
 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“You will show me the path of life.  In Your presence is fullness of joy.  At Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11 

 

W hile we can experience delight in our relationships, activities, work, etc., our true 
fulfillment of joy comes from the Lord, as King David cites above.  In John 15:9-

11, our Lord Jesus Christ tells us when we abide in Him and keep His commandments, His 
joy will remain in us, so that our joy may be full.  Again, in the very next chapter (16:23-
24), Jesus declares when we ask the Father for anything in His name, we will receive, that 
our “joy may be full.” 

Our joy in the Lord is not dependent upon our feelings, but on our faith in Him.  
According to the Word, joy is not just reserved for times of elation, but can also be 
experienced during seasons of adversity.  James encourages us to consider it all joy when 
we fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of our faith produces patience, and let 

patience have its perfect work, that we may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing (James 
1:2-4). 

 In a similar vein, Peter the Disciple writes 
that we should not think that it is strange when 

we face fiery trials, but instead, we should rejoice to the extent 
that we partake in Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, 

we may also be glad with exceeding joy (1 Peter 4:12-13).  As we are strengthened by His 
might and glorious power, we are able endure longsuffering with joy, and walk worthy of 
the Lord and be fruitful in every good work (Colossians 1:10-11). 

It was prophesied in Isaiah 61 and later fulfilled that the Father would send His Son 
Jesus into the world to comfort us, give us the oil of joy for mourning (v. 3), and everlasting 
joy (v. 7), so that our souls would become joyful in Him (v. 10).  Because of this we have 
hope, that even in the midst of our most trying moments, while weeping may endure for a 
night, joy will come in the morning (Psalm 30:5), when we persevere by faith in the Lord. 

In Hebrews 11:1, it is written, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”  John, who along with the other disciples, lived and walked 
with the Lord bears witness to us in 1 John 1:1-4, that although we did not see Jesus with 
our own eyes, nevertheless by faith we are able to join in their fellowship with the Father 
and the Son.  John wrote these things so that our joy may be full (v. 4).  Likewise, Peter 
shares in 1 Peter 1:8; “Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory.” 

Regardless of our circumstances, through faith, we can have true fellowship with our 
God and experience exceeding joy in His presence. 

 

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.  Amen.” Jude 24-25 
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J esus said to his disciples: 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I 

have overcome the world." John 16:33 
www.persecution.com 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.  No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”  

- John 15:12-13 
 

D o you love Jesus?  Do you consider Him your friend?  Jesus 

says that if we love Him we should be willing to offer whatever 

we have to Him, not because we want praise and glory, but simply 

because we love Him. 

 

May 1, 2015 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ in Connecticut: 

I am writing to say, in case you have not heard it already, that the Joint 
Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop has decided to 
place my name in nomination for election as the 27th Presiding Bishop of The 
Episcopal Church.  The election for the next Presiding Bishop will take place on 
June 27, 2015 at the 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.  I am honored and humbled by this nomination. 

I first want to say that I love being the Bishop Diocesan of the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut.  Working with and among you over the last five years is the greatest 
blessing and I thank God for the privilege of being your bishop.  Your faithfulness 
to our common participation in the mission of God is inspiring.  I believe that my 
nomination is a result of, and a testimony to, what we have accomplished 
together serving God's mission here in Connecticut and beyond. 

The decision to participate in the nomination process for the next Presiding 
Bishop has not been easy.  In and through my baptism, however, I promised to put 
my whole trust in Jesus' grace and love, and follow and obey him as my Lord.  I 
have been open to the nomination process because I seek to be faithful to these 
baptismal vows and the leading of the Holy Spirit.  I believe that all will be well if 
we turn to Jesus and follow him as our Savior. 

I ask for your prayers for the 78th General Convention -- for the House of Bishops 
who will elect the next Presiding Bishop, and the House of Deputies who will 
confirm the election.  Please pray also for all the bishops nominated to become 

the next Presiding Bishop, for their families, and their 
dioceses.  Finally, I ask your prayers for all of us in the 
Episcopal Church in Connecticut that we will continue to be 
faithful to and participate in God's mission of restoration and 
reconciliation. 

God bless you. 
Faithfully,  

http://www.persecution.com/
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 

(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 
 
 

Opening Hymn As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought 
Gradual Hymn Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
Offertory Hymn Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace Tune: Winchester New 
Closing Hymn Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service Tune: Hyfrydol 

 

Rudyard Kipling 
 

L ast week this column mentioned how the hymn 
In Christ there is no East or West was inspired 
by a Rudyard Kipling poem, The Ballad of East 

and West, which begins, "Oh, East is East, and West is 
West, and never the twain shall meet." 

Many know of Kipling’s work, but few 
realize he was also a hymn writer who 
had three hymns in the 1940 version of 
the Episcopal hymnal:  God of our 
fathers, known of old, Non nobis, 
Domine, and Father in heaven, who 
lovest all. 

Kipling, author of Kim, The Jungle 
Book and other vivid tale of life in India, 
was born in Bombay, December 30, 
1865.  He was educated at United 
Services College, Westward Ho, North 
Devonshire, the scene of his famed story, 
Stalky and Co.  He returned to India, and 
at the age of 17 became assistant editor of The Lahore Civil and Military 
Gazette, in which city his father was curator of the Art Museum.  In 1892, he 
married Caroline Starr Balestier and settled near Brattleboro, Vermont, for 
several years.  In 1907, he won the Nobel Prize for literature.  He was rector 
of the ancient University of St. Andrews, in Scotland, from 1922 to 1925.  
His rectorial address, Independence, delivered in 1923, is a classic.  Kipling 
died in London, January 18, 1936. 

B ible Study Fellowship International, BSF is an in depth, interdenominational bible 
study.  BSF welcomes women of all faiths. 

We offer small group discussions, printed questions, commentary notes, weekly lectures 
and fellowship.  Our purpose is to help members study the bible, find relevant life 

applications and develop a personal relationship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  There is no fee.  
 There is also a school program staffed by well trained 
leaders with lessons to correspond in content to the adult 
program.  Children in grades 1-12 should be registered before 
attending class. 
 BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:50 pm at the 
Christ Redeemer Church, 114 Roxbury Road in Southbury. 
 Registration for the study of Revelation has begun.  The 
class will begin, Monday, September 14, 2015 and runs for 30 
weeks ending the first week of May, 2016. 
 For more information, call our class administrator, Anette 

Hamerski: 203-598-1675 anevergreenr@aol.com or visit our website ~ 
www.bsfinternational.org 

BSF is not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church. 

Want to listen in to what we’ll 

be singing on Sunday at 10:30? 

Or do you want to listen to a song 

from last week once more? 

  You can listen on Spotify by clicking 

here: St. Paul's 10:30 Service 

This week’s worship music includes: : : 

At Your 

Name, From 

the Inside 

Out, Lifted 

High, & For 

You Alone  

Kipling at his home in Vermont 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVccvOzP9N4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Zt1UKaBzKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jyR99cuVYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FH1KXSPWk5A
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ballad_of_East_and_West
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ballad_of_East_and_West
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recessional_%28poem%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recessional_%28poem%29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxJZPWZ0aMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxJZPWZ0aMw
http://www.hymnary.org/text/father_in_heaven_who_lovest_all
http://www.hymnary.org/text/father_in_heaven_who_lovest_all
http://www.free-eco.org/insights/article/world-according-kipling
mailto:anevergreenR@aol.com
http://www.bsfinternational.org
https://play.spotify.com/user/pmoconnors/playlist/6R3HtfNOKKLI88hp7Z9cjH
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Presiding Bishops 
 

A s some of you may have seen, the National Church released the names of the 
candidates for the office of Presiding Bishop.  Let me relieve any suspense by 

sharing the list with you now. 

 The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal, Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio 

 The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry, Bishop of the Diocese of North Carolina 

 The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Bishop of the Diocese of Connecticut 

 The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith, Bishop of the Diocese of Southwest Florida 
I shall add comments on each of them next week, but let me say simply that I am pleased 

with this slate. 
At this point let us look at the history of this position and how it has developed over the 

years.  In 1784 the end of the Revolutionary War established the independence that the 
colonies had claimed in 1776, and as a result Anglicans in the U.S. were no longer tied to, 
nor supported by, the Church of England.  In each state* the parishes began to organize as a 
church, and in the following year some sent delegations to Philadelphia to 
work towards a national Church.  The only Bishop we had at the time was 
Seabury, and for whatever reason he did not attend.  By 1789 there were 
three more bishops: William White of Pennsylvania, Samuel Provoost of 
New York, and James Madison (cousin of the 4th President) of Virginia.  A 
new Convention, again at Philadelphia, was held with a bicameral structure 
(Bishops and Deputies) and Bishop White, as host, presided over the House 
of Bishops. 

This was the start of the office of Presiding Bishop, it rotated geographically from North 
to South.  Thus Seabury became our second PB, and Provoost the third.  The 
rotation went again to William White, and at the same time a new policy was 
adopted of having the senior bishop (by date of consecration) take the office.  
As Seabury had already died, White’s second term lasted nearly 41 years 
until his death at age 88.†  The only significant duties of the PB were to 
preside over meetings of the House and to take order for the consecration of 
new bishops so, as a matter of course, they continued to 
serve as diocesan bishops.  It was only in 1925 that the 

General Convention began the practice of electing the Presiding Bishop.  
John Murray, the first to be so elected, died in office less than four year 
later, and his successor, Charles Anderson, died after only 78 days.‡  James 
Perry then served for seven years and resigned after the 1937 Convention.  
He was followed by Henry St. George Tucker who later resigned his see to 
serve full time as PB. 

In 1946 a new canon required that a newly elected PB resign from his diocese and Henry 
Knox Sherrill of Massachusetts was the first to be elected under this canon.  It 
was also at this time that I began to be aware of the wider church and its 
governance, so Sherrill was the first PB that I actually knew about during his 
term.§  By this time the Church had set a mandatory retirement age (72), and 
an expectation that a PB would serve for 12 years (later reduced to nine years 
at the 1997 Convention).  Six persons have held the office since Sherrill:  

Arthur Lichtenberger (who retired early for health reasons), John Hines, John Allin, 
Edmond Browning, Frank Griswold, and now Katherine Jefferts-Schori.  Sadly, the last five 
of these have presided over a rapidly shrinking Episcopal Church. 

 The shift to an elected Presiding Bishop, and then to a 
full-time one, was also linked to an increase in the duties 
of the office.  The Bishops now meet annually and not just 
at General Convention; an Executive Council now acts for 
General Convention between its sessions, and the PB has 
acquired a major role in the day to day administration of 

(Continued on page 13) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dionc.org/
https://www.episcopalct.org/
http://www.episcopalswfl.org/
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Men's Bible Study Monday Nights 

 

O ur Bible study of the Book of 

Joshua meets on Monday nights in 

Crocker Hall.  We start at 7 pm and finish by 

8.  Past sessions are available on our 

YouTube channel and each week is available 

on LiveStream. 

Click Below to 

the Church.  The canons now declare that Presiding Bishops are the Primates of the Church♦ 
and expects them to visit (including preaching and celebrating the Eucharist) in every 
diocese . 

- Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* Before the adoption of the Constitution the individual states were much more independent than now. 
† His first term of 67 days was the shortest in our history; his second was more than twice the length of anyone 

else’s.  He is also the only one to serve twice. 
‡ Murray and Anderson died between Conventions, and I have yet to determine how their successors were 

chosen. 
§ I also remember actually seeing him at the Convention of 1976 where he participated as a retired bishop. 
♦ The term refers to the chief bishop of a national (or regional) church, and in this case recognizes the increased 

scope of the Office. 

(Continued from page 12) Presiding Bishops 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  #TBT - Rev. David Hawkins Short 
 

L ast Friday we did an e-mail blitz of all the churches that David Short ever served at in 
hopes of locating an image of him for our Rector’s Gallery in the hallway outside the 

parish offices.  On Monday the responses starting coming in, all 
negative, and many with stories of churches that had burned 
down years ago with most of their records much like our did in 
1937.  So we were greatly surprised yesterday when Grace 

Episcopal Church in 
Broad Brook, CT re-
contacted us with 
good news.  Shown 
here is a picture of 
their picture (they 
are sending us a scan 
of the original). 
 Rev. Short was in Brookfield from 1838-
1842, the first rector in our brand new building 
on our current location.  He spilt his time 
between us and St. James, Danbury.  He was 
born at Derby in 1806, graduated from Trinity 
College, Hartford in 1833 and General 
Theological Seminary, 1836. 

In addition to Brookfield 
and Danbury, he served at 
Episcopal Churches in Bethel, 
North Salem and Somers, NY, 
Wilton, Ridgefield, Redding, 
New Canaan, Winsted, Broad 
Brook and Northford. 

22 Down, Eight to Go 
Six years ago we only had pictures of 11 

of our 30 rectors.  Now we have 22. 
If you like to do research, search the 

internet, go on field trips to other churches or 
historical societies, contact Sword Points or 
father Joe and we’ll give you access to our 
“Cold Files.” 

Short Fast Facts 

 Is a descendent of Edward I, King of England. 

 In 1846 Short started a private school in Ridgefield 

which two future Governors of Connecticut attended: 

Phineas Lounsbury 1887-89 and his brother George 

1899-1901. 

 In 1864 he received his Doctor of Divinity degree 

from Trinity. 

 Was married three times with a total of ten children. 

 One of his sons, Rev. Dr. William Short, was also an 

Episcopal priest, who served many years in St. Louis. 

 David Short died in 1887 and is buried in Fairfield, 

CT with his third wife. 
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Thank You! 
JERICHO - DAY OF SERVICE 

“Good Neighbor Day” 
 

Our Spring service day last Saturday 
was a great success.  Thank you to 
everyone who participated. 

 

Welcome 

L ast Sunday 
we were 

pleased to have 
representatives 
of the Jericho 
Partnership with 
us to share their 
story.  L. to r. 
Mark Grasso, 
Carrie Amos, 
Pam Szen and 
Michael Ronan. 

S t. Paul’s volunteers staff the Jericho Food Pantry on Spring Street in 
Danbury on the 2nd Saturday of every month.  The hours are from 10 - 

11:30 am.  If you are interested in volunteering please contact Laurie DoBosh at 
ldobosh@tcco.com or 203-610-9731. 

We are also collecting donations which can be placed in the box marked Jericho 
in Crocker Hall.  Items that are currently needed are: Summer clothing (kids, 
women and men), children’s books, sample or hotel size toiletries, bags of rice and 
bags of beans, Chili, Snacks (microwave popcorn, granola bars), Cake and brownie 
mixes, Cooking oil, Mayo, Paper towels, Spam, canned chicken and turkey. 

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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 †  Quinoa Salad 

 

Directions: 
Whisk together the lemon juice, vinegar, oregano, garlic and some salt and pepper in a 
small bowl. Slowly whisk in the oil 

until emulsified. Let 
sit at room 
temperature while 
you prepare the salad 
to allow the flavors 
to meld. 
Rinse the quinoa in a 
strainer until the 
water runs clear. 
Combine the quinoa, 
2 cups water, 1 
teaspoon salt and 1/4 
teaspoon pepper in a 
small saucepan, 
bring to a boil and 
cook until the water is absorbed and the quinoa is tender, about 15 
minutes. 
Transfer to a bowl, fluff with a fork and let sit for 5 minutes to cool 
slightly. Add the tomatoes, olives, green onions, cherry peppers, red 
onions, cucumbers and dressing and toss to coat. Cover and refrigerate 
for at least 1 hour and up to 8 hours before serving. The longer it sits 
the better the flavor. 
Just before serving, transfer to a platter and sprinkle feta on top. 
 

Click here to submit your favorite recipe. 

Ingredients: 
3 tablespoons freshly squeezed 

lemon juice 
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar 
1/4 teaspoon dried oregano 
1 clove garlic, smashed and finely 

chopped to a paste 
Kosher salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil 
1 cup quinoa 
Kosher salt and pepper 
2 cups red and yellow grape 

tomatoes, halved 
1 cup pitted kalamata olives 
2 green onions (green and pale 

green part), thinly sliced 
2 pickled cherry peppers, diced 
1 small red onion, halved and thinly 

sliced 
1/2 English cucumber, cut into small 

dice 
Feta, for sprinkling 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com?subject=My%20favorite%20recipe%20for%20Sword%20Points
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Keeping Jesus’ Commandments 
 

 Acts 10:44-48 

I n our New Testament lesson Peter has gone to visit Cornelius, a Gentile and Roman 
centurion, and has proclaimed to him the good news of Jesus, that all who believe in 

Jesus will receive forgiveness of sins.  Even as Peter is speaking, the 
Holy Spirit falls upon the gathered and they extol God and speak in 
tongues, as had happened to Jewish disciples with the arrival of the 
Spirit.  The Jewish believers who had come with Peter are astounded 
that the Spirit has fallen impartially also upon Gentiles, and Peter is 
persuaded that  baptism must be extended to these new believers. 

 Psalm 98 
A song of thanksgiving and praise to the victorious Lord, who has 

made divine righteousness known and shown faithfulness to the people 
of God. 

 1 John 5:1-6 
In this lesson we hear that belief in Jesus as the Christ, together 

with love of all God’s children, form the heart of the Christian faith.  
This faith is victorious over the world; that is, over godless society.  To 
love God means to obey God’s commandments, and the essence of the 
commandments is the love of all who are of God, who was present in 
the world not only through the water of his baptism but in the blood of 
his crucifixion. 

 John 15:9-17 
In our gospel Jesus speaks of his great love for his disciples and 

calls upon them to show this same love towards each other that has 
come to him from the Father.  Jesus is talking with his disciples shortly 
before his death, when he will be taken away from them.  But this love 
has now formed his followers into a new community in relationship with Jesus and the 
Father.  They are no longer servants but friends. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

W hich way are you heading with God?  Abide in love 

with God in the true vine.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

John 15:9-17 
So as we look around 

church on any given 

Sunday, we may see people 

that we know and like, know 

and don't like, or don't know 

at all.  Whatever. Jesus is 

commanding us to regard 

each other as a friend, so 

that we might bear fruit, fruit 

that endures.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives.html
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For more 

info on this 

memorable 

trip talk 

with Pam 

or David 

Szen  

†  Newcomer’s Committee 

D o you enjoy meeting new people and making them feel 
welcome?  If so, consider joining the Newcomer’s 

Committee. 
Feel free to contact Pat Jennings, Ron Switzer or Pam Szen as 

we join together in welcoming new parishioners to St. Paul’s. 
In the meantime, keep wearing your Name Tags and introduce yourself to new people 

during Coffee Hour. 

†  Aging & Life Planning 
 

S ue Balla is our representative with the Ministry on Aging at the 
Episcopal Diocese in Meriden, CT.  They would like feedback on 

what subjects you would want to get information on aging, such as end of 
life, living wills, what I want my family to know if I cannot talk, etc.  
Please send me an email to Sue at sballa@snet.net and she will include it 
with her report to the diocese.  Also on the board is Bishop Laura Ahrens 
and Karin Hamilton, who does the press releases and the weekly news 
letter on line from the diocese.  You have until the end of May to get your ideas in to Sue. 

We love dogs at St. Paul’s and Denise 
McCormack’s new bulldog Casey is the latest. 

mailto:sballa@snet.net
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
…..Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New Canaan; Christ Church, New Haven. 
…..Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
…..Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
…..Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains. 
.….Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary 
Stein, Sue Balla, Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Lorraine Estok, John 
Mainhart, Fr. George Hall, Alex & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
…..the people of the Ivory Coast; the people of the Lebabese Republic; 
and our sister and brother members of the Free Church of Scotland. 
…..Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
advancing ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the 
world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
…..the victims of the earthquake in Nepal and the on-going relief efforts. 
…..Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Mali, where most Christians have fled to the southeast; pray that the gospel reaches all 
Malians. 
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of May. 
…..Brotherhood of Christ, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, a mentoring group 
helps men become better dads, husbands and employees.  Participants are encouraged to 
give back to the community through service and outreach and by intentionally investing in 
the lives of other men. 
…..Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
…..Tom, Laurie DoBosh’s father, who is in the final stages of Parkinson's.  Please pray for 
healing and relief from pain. 
…..Liam, age 4, recovery from recent surgery, for miracle healing and strength. 
…..the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
…..Regina, recovery from esophagus surgery; for her & her family’s strength and love. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

It IS Well with My Soul 
 When you feel your life is 
falling apart, God is still there.  
He sees your pain.  He knows 
your hurts.  He can comfort your 
soul.  Yes, life can be hard - but 
God is bigger than your 
problems, and He will take your 
sorrows and give you peace that 
you can’t even comprehend. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

http://stmarksnewbritain.org/default.asp
http://www.stmarksnewcanaan.org/
http://www.christchurchnh.org/#home
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory_Coast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Church_of_Scotland_%28post_1900%29
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/food
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj4CQEFP8Zc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gj4CQEFP8Zc
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†  Sir Camelot’s Week 
Since his return, Sir Camelot has thrust 

himself into the day to day activities of 

St. Paul’s.  On Monday night he shared 

his healing powers with the Stephen 

Ministers and on Wednesday morning he 

got up early and attended the Greater 

Danbury Prayer Breakfast. 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

S ue Balla, Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, 

Laurie DoBosh, Carol Ferro, Steve 
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, 
Bill Loring, Heather Melody, Beth 
Miller, Patrick O’Connors, Ken Perry, 
Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson,  Joe 
Shepley, Sarah Shepley, Tara Shepley, 

David Szen, 
Pam Szen & 
Gail Winkley. 

 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
http://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-pauls-anglican-brookfield-center-ct
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB

