
   

  

 

  www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 September 10, 2015 

Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  Sword Points 

S word Points will not be published on September 

24th.  Contributors should submit materials on 

September 16th for next week’s issue and by 

September 30th for the October Sword of the Spirit. 

†  Beyond the Red Door - Newtown Labor Day Parade! 
 

T he St. Paul’s Beyond the Red Door Ministry had a great day at the Newtown Labor 
Day Parade.   Approximately 30 people came into the tent for prayer of all kinds and 

many, many more saw the banners and signs.  God will for sure use the images of prayer in 
the hearts of minds of many people who passed by that day! 

We know that God used the team and the images that day mightily in Newtown – we 
continue to pray for the requests and the stories we listened to.  May God bless them 
mightily! 

A big thank you to each of the Beyond the Red Door ministry members that were there 
to set up, support the team, pray, and pack up.  It was quite a day of serving Him, just as we 
are to do! 

Next stop - Athletes of Christ - September 26 at Tarrywile Park.  If you would like to 
walk, have breakfast or just join us - let Mary Perry know - maryperry2@me.com 

To God be all the Glory! 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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So that we get 
a chance to share 
with Father Joe 
our answer to his 
question, there 
will be a special 
coffee hour 
between services 
on Sunday, 
October 4th at 
9:30.  Everyone 
can grab a cup of 
coffee, and share 
either as a group 
or privately with 
Fr. Joe how God 
worked in you 
over the past six 
weeks and how 
you said Yes to 
God! 

†  How Will You Answer Fr. Joe’s Question? 
 

I n Father Joe’s last sermon before his sabbatical, he prayed for us that God would do a 
mighty work in us as well as himself during the next six weeks - all to prepare us for 

the future. 
So, he posed the question to the St. Paul’s church family: 
 

How is God calling each of us to give ourselves away to become part of something 
bigger? 

 

What might God have next for us? 
 

How can you say Yes to God First in your Life?  In what ways is He calling you to be 
used by Him to serve others? 

 

In order to help you along these upcoming weeks, at each coffee hour, there will be a 
different handout/worksheet each Sunday to keep this important Question top of mind.  We 
can also support each other as we all step out into the new territory that God has for each of 
us - individually and collectively we are part of something bigger. 

If you have questions or comments, please see David Williams, Mary Perry or any 
member of the Vestry - we are committed to supporting the St. Paul’s Church Family Say 
Yes to God! 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sept 10 - 1:00 pm - Dorothy Day Ministry, Danbury 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sept 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sept 13 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (LiveStream) 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Kickoff 

Mon, Sept 14 -  Holy Cross Day 

   10:00 am - Christian Caring, Tuck Room 

Tue, Sept 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

   5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Meadow/Crocker Hall 

   7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Sept 16 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

   7:00 pm - Praying for our Children, Guild Room 

Thu, Sept 17 - 7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

   7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Sept 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

   10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

   11:00 am - House of Prayer, Sanctuary 

Sun, Sept 20 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion 

   9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Sunday School, Guild Room 

   10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

   2:30 pm - Youth Group Juniors 

   4:00 pm - Youth Group 

Click Below to 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html


 3 

 

By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

†  The Question? 
 

How is God calling you to give yourself away 
to become part of something bigger ? 

 

Word for Week 1:  Seeking His WISDOM 
Word for Week 2:  What is God’s CALL? 

Word for Week 3:  An INVITATION 
Word for Week 4:  Our RESPONSE 

 

G od allocates time, talents and treasures to us to use as individuals and together as the 
church. 

As God blesses us as individuals with these things - it is up to us to use them or withhold 
what God has given us - and it affects the future of the church. 

Whenever we do, what God wants us to do with what He has given us, it is an expression 
of God’s love.  We will be powerful examples of God’s love when we use these things to do 
what he wants us to - what if our actions or activities don’t exist elsewhere in society except 
for us to do them! 

As a church, where are we at St. Paul’s?  What is our DNA?  Did you know that we were 
started by a missionary?  So what is the current state of our DNA? 

How are we to be on the lookout for what God wants to do here?  Everybody is here for a 
reason - doesn’t matter how long they have been here - one coffee hour or 30 years.  How 
do you know that the person that is visiting or dropping in isn’t here because God brought 
them for a purpose? 

We as a church have an impact in the community.  How do you know there aren’t people 
outside the church that God wants to have participate in our lives to bring our ministry of 
mission together at St. Paul’s? 

 

How do we start to understand how we should respond to God’s call?  
 

Put it to prayer.  Here’s 
the big question: What is 
one thing God wants you 
to focus on?  Answer these 
three questions as you seek 
to answer this question: 

1. What do you like to do and how do you think God would use that?  
Yes, in church circles, but also outside of church? 

2. What brings you to St. Paul’s?  What value does the church have for 
you? 

3. What gets you upset, is there an injustice that you can’t tolerate?  Might 
God want you to move toward that area? 

 

The assignment: 
Set aside some quiet time with God.  Pray and ask the Spirit to bring to mind and help you 

take an inventory of your life - your time, your talent, your treasure, your natural abilities, 
your spiritual gifts.  As God brings them to mind, dedicate and offer them back to Him.  Ask 
Him - What would you like me to do? 

 

See if you can discern with Godly wisdom, or seek Godly counsel - what is it that I can 
do?  We then should plan to respond to what He wants us to do. 

 

When we do - we will get the sense that the Holy Spirit is alive in our lives, people will 
get energized by what we do - serving and putting our life to service to God. 

He will shine through us and you will see people begin to change by what we do. 
 

The prayer for this week: 
Heavenly Father, help me to discern what you have called me to do, what you have made 

me to do when you created me.  And how are you calling us as a body of Christ as St. Paul’s 
at this time, in this season of our lives.  Come Holy Spirit, Come. 

 

Amen. 
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†  Prayer Tent Events 
 

T he Beyond 
the Red Door 

Ministry will be 
serving with a prayer 
tent and prayer 
servants at the 
following upcoming 
community events: 

 

Saturday, September 26th - Jericho’s Athletes of Christ Walk/Breakfast.  We are 
inviting the parish to register to walk and we will be there with the prayer tent - FREE 
Breakfast! 

Friday, October 30th - St. Paul’s Trunk or Treat.  Prayer tent and Prayer Servants. 
We could use prayer servants to schedule to attend, as well as volunteers to help set up/

take down.  Please contact Mary Perry (maryperry2@me.com) if you are able to support us! 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsOWN
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOWN
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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Save-the-Date 
Join the volunteer force & work alongside 
your St. Paul’s friends for our 3rd Jericho 
Good Neighbor Service Day on Saturday, 

October 3rd.  Fr. Joe will be back from 
sabbatical and has plans to join us. 

As always, breakfast will be served as we 
gather in the parking lot at St. Paul’s 

Church on Spring Street, Danbury.  Jericho 
will provide opportunities for us to serve 
the community and we will have time to 

enjoy lunch together.  Our previous 
service days have been very successful 

with children 
as young as 
3 working 

side-by-side 
with their 

parents in a 
variety of 

jobs. 

Athletes of Christ Walk /

Breakfast / Prayer Tent 

S ign up in Parish Hall to join a simple, 

easy walk and a free delicious breakfast 

at Tarrywile in Danbury on Saturday, September 

26th.  Our very own Beyond the Red Door 

prayer team will be there too - so come out and 

have a great time! 

†  Praying for Our Children 
 

B ack to school can be stressful for everyone - the change back to schedules, new 
classes, new schools, new locations, new friends, etc.  can impact not just the kids, 

but the parents, friends, neighbors and relatives alike. 
In order to support our church family (and especially our children) 

during this season, we have been holding – “Praying for our 
Children” prayer groups.  Remaining groups will meet on 
the following dates: 

 

Wednesday,  September 16:  7 - 8 pm. 
Monday, September 28:  7 - 8 pm 
 

This is open to anyone who simply knows or has 
children of any age (0 - adult children!). 

All meetings start promptly at 7 and end at 8 pm in the Guild 
Room.  Please let Mary Perry know  (maryperry2@me.com) if 
you will be attending.  If you cannot attend, please feel free to email Mary 
your prayer requests to be included in the community prayer. 

If there is interest, this group may continue on as a prayer/book club after this initial 
series. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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†  A Grateful Heart 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.” Psalm 118:17 
 

W hen I was born, the doctor who gave birth to me told my parents I would not live 
because I had an enlarged heart.  Mom and Dad did not believe that 

pronouncement, and would not receive it.  When I was a teenager, a doctor told me that 
because of my heart problems, I would unlikely live beyond my thirties.  I did not believe 
that pronouncement, and would not receive it. 

I was diagnosed with a congenital heart defect, a malformation that was present at birth.  
Heart defects can have a disruptive effect on a person’s circulatory system.  It was 
determined I had a condition called asymmetric septal hypertrophy, or ASH.  According to 
the American Heart Association’s Heart and Stroke Encyclopedia: 

“asymmetric septal hypertrophy is a condition that occurs when 
heart muscles cells enlarge, causing the walls of the lower heart 
chambers (typically the left ventricle) to become thick and stiff.  
This makes it difficult for the heart to relax and for a sufficient 
amount of blood to fill the heart chambers.  While the heart 
squeezes normally, the limited filling prevents the heart from 
pumping enough blood, especially during physical activity.” 
I have been under the care of a cardiologist since I was three 
months old, when my family moved from Italy, my birthplace, to 
Rochester, NY, where I was placed under the watchful care of Dr. 
James Manning, a world renowned pediatric cardiologist.  During 
those first few years, I was in and out of the hospital a lot.  
Throughout it all, my parents never gave up on me.  And greater 
still, neither did God, for He was the one who created me and 

formed my inward parts.  In His eyes I was not a defect, but rather fearfully and wonderfully 
made.  And His eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.  And in His book, they were 
all written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them (Psalm 139:14-
16). 

While I was blessed to have many good cardiologists through the years, I have one Great 
Physician, my Abba Father.  For God Himself declares, “I am the Lord who heals 
you.” (Exodus 15:26) 

A week ago, I had my annual checkup with my current cardiologist, Dr. Harizi.  After 
reviewing the echocardiogram I had a few weeks ago, he spoke words of life into my soul 
these ears longed to hear all my life; “your heart is actually getting better and functioning 
more efficiently.”  I am still in shock by what I heard that afternoon because I cannot recall 
any doctor since birth ever telling me my heart was actually improving!  THANK YOU, 
Lord for healing me! 

 

“I will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous 
works.”  Psalm 9:1 

Diapers, Please! 
 

H earts to Hands Ministry is collecting 

newborn sized diapers for Mike and 

Teresa Stacchiotti, who recently had 

twin girls!  Their preferred brands are 

Pampers or Target's Up and Up.  If 

you would like to contribute, please 

bring bags and boxes of diapers to the 

large, labeled bin in Crocker Hall 

beginning on Sunday.  Thank you so 

much for supporting this beautiful family! 

Hearts to Hands Needs 

Meals for Rose.  It would be greatly 

appreciated if you can consider providing 

a meal for Rose Barrett who is recovering 

at home from a fall.  She would be very 

happy!  Either 

home baked or 

prepared from a 

restaurant or local 

store.  Please contact Dot 

Crocker at 860-355-5672. 
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Contact Debbie Delaventura at (860) 350-3513 

doodlehm@charter.net 

J esus says: “But who do you say I am?”  Your 
relationship with Jesus - personal or 

impersonal, constant presence in your life or “God, 
please help me just this one time, and I’ll never…,” 
savior and true friend or distant hazy religious figure - 
no doubt has a great deal to do with your life as a 
steward.  Who do you say that He is?  Wouldn’t your 
stewardship life be more meaningful if you could see Him 
as constant presence, true friend, and personal savior?  He 
want to be all of those things you know! 

 
 

mailto:doodlehm@charter.net
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Longest Reigns 

 

O n Wednesday afternoon, at about 12:30 pm, Queen Elizabeth II surpassed Victoria, 
her great grandmother, as Britain’s longest-reigning monarch.  Now it is no secret 

that I tend to be rather Anglophilic, but most of my ancestors were in this country by 1776 
(though some came later, mostly from Canada) and several fought for independence, which 
I heartily support.  Thus I look at this as a fan (even a supporter) of the Queen, but not as her 
subject.  I might add that had Franklin and other early Patriots had their way a different 
solution might have been achieved.  Franklin urged, but the British government rejected, 
that the American colonies establish their own governments but with the king as the head of 

state.  As it happens Victoria introduced 
this process with Canada and Australia; 
her successors continued it with other 
realms and Elizabeth has extended it to 
a total of seventeen independent states 
within the commonwealth. 
 Longevity itself is something of an 
accomplishment, but, although she 
holds the British record, on a 
worldwide scale she only ranks about 
80th.  Even among living monarchs she 
is only number 2; the King of Siam has 
put in a little more than 69 years.*  
Where I do give her real credit, 
however, is for her faithfulness to both 
the Coronation oath, and to her personal 
declaration, made as heir presumptive 
on her 21st birthday: “I declare before 
you all that my whole life whether it be 
long or short shall be devoted to your 
service and the service of our great 
imperial family to which we all 

belong.”†  Much has changed since then - the imperial family itself became a 
commonwealth only a few months later.  And most of the realms which then simply flew 
the Union Jack now have their own flags.  As monarch she has almost no power, but she 
continues to exercise a considerable influence.  While her duties are mostly ceremonial, they 
give a public face to the nation which rises above the politics of government‡ and provides 
a sphere of influence which she is generally credited with using for the benefit of the people 
to whom she dedicated herself many years ago. 

Besides, it is hard to resist the allure of well-conducted 
pageantry, especially when it brings together both the 
spiritual and the temporal. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

** Wikipedia, accessed 9/9/15.  She ranks 48th among those for whom 
we have definite dates, but another 35 have reigns of at least 63 years. 
† 21st Birthday Speech, 21 April 1947, accessed 9/9/15 
‡ In British usage “government” refers specifically to the Cabinet 
which in effect heas both the Executive and the Legislative branches. 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Tucker needs a home! 
 

D o you love cats?  Tucker has been a part of 

George & Barbara Crocker’s family howev-

er, he has been a lot of care for George and he 

would like to rehome him.  Talk to Fr. George 

Crocker or inquire with Dorothy Crocker if more 

info needed. 

http://www.royal.gov.uk/ImagesandBroadcasts/Historic%20speeches%20and%20broadcasts/CoronationOath2June1953.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_longest-reigning_monarchs
http://www.royal.gov.uk/imagesandbroadcasts/historic%20speeches%20and%20broadcasts/21stbirthdayspeech21april1947.aspx
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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By perseverance the snail reached the ark.           - Charles Spurgeon 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, September 14th 

Holy Cross Day 
 

T he historian Eusebius, in his Life of Constantine, tells how 
that emperor ordered the erection of a complex of 

buildings in Jerusalem “on a scale of imperial magnificence,” to 
set forth as “an object of 
attraction and veneration to 
all, the blessed place of our 
Savior’s resurrection.”  
The overall supervision of 
the work - on the site 
where the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre now stands 
- was entrusted to 

Constantine’s mother, the empress Helena.  In Jesus’ time, the hill of Calvary had stood 
outside the city; but when the Roman city which succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina, 
was built, the hill was buried under tons of fill.  It was during the excavations directed by 

Helena that a relic, believed to be 
that of the true cross, was 
discovered. 
 Constantine’s shrine included 
two principal buildings: a large 
basilica, used for the Liturgy of the 
Word, and a circular church, 
known as “The Resurrection” - its 
Altar placed on the site of the tomb 
- which was used for the Liturgy of 
the Table, and for the singing of 
the Daily Office. 
 Toward one side of the 
courtyard which separated the two 
buildings, and through which the 
faithful had to pass on their way 
from Word to Sacrament, the 
exposed top of Calvary’s hill was 

visible.  It was there that the solemn veneration of the cross took place on Good Friday; and 
it was there that the congregation gathered daily 
for a final prayer and dismissal after Vespers. 

The dedication of the buildings was 
completed on September 14, 335, the seventh 
month of the Roman calendar, a date suggested 

by the account of the 
dedication of 
Solomon’s temple in 
the same city, in the 
seventh month of the 
Jewish Calendar, 
hundreds of years 
before (2 Chronicles 
7:8–10). 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn The Church’s One Foundation 
Gradual Hymn Day By Day 
Offertory Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised 
Closing Hymn Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said 

 

“Day by Day” 
 

I f you have ever seen the musical Godspell which debuted in 1971, you are familiar 
with the words to this song.  It origins goes back more than 700 years. 

St. Richard of Chichester (1197-1253), born Richard deWycke in Droitwich, was one of 
the principal crusade-preachers of England.  He studied at Oxford, Paris, and Bologna and 
was appointed chancellor of Oxford University and later 
Canterbury.  Although opposed by Henry III, he was elected 
of Chichester. 

Known as a strict disciplinarian and defender of the 
Church, he was canonized by Pope Urban IV in 1262. 

Richard is widely remembered today for the popular 
prayer ascribed to him: 

Thanks be to Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ 
For all the benefits Thou hast given me, 
For all the pains and insults Thou hast borne for me. 
O most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, 
May I know Thee more clearly, 
Love Thee more dearly, 
Follow Thee more nearly. 

Richard is supposed to have recited the prayer on his 
deathbed, surrounded by the clergy of the diocese.  The words 

were transcribed, in 
Latin, by his 
confessor Ralph Bocking, a Dominican friar, and 
were eventually published in the Acta Sanctorum, 
an encyclopedic text in 68 folio volumes of 
documents examining the lives of Christian saints. 
 The prayer was adapted for the song "Day by 
Day" in Godspell, with music by Stephen 
Schwartz.  
 In our Hymnal we sing the song to the tune 
“Sumner.”  It was composed for use with these 
words in 1941 by Arthur Henry Biggs.  Sumner 
derives its name from the avenue on which St. 
John’s Cathedral, Spokane, is located where Biggs 
served as organist and choirmaster. 

J esus said to his disciples: 
 
   "In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world." John 16:33 
 
www.persecution.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hBEG027xs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0lP3rIIS_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxUJWRz5FZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sAaeT1cNm5g
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_by_Day_%28Godspell_song%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_by_Day_%28Godspell_song%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Godspell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Schwartz_%28composer%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Schwartz_%28composer%29
http://www.persecution.com/
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study Is Studying Joshua 

Weekly at 9:15 in the Guild Room. 
 

F or centuries 
God promised 

to give the land of 
Canaan to the 
family of 
Abraham.  With 
the seasoned 
commander 
Joshua as His 
general, the Lord 
leads His army to 
take possession 

of its inheritance. 
This Bible study on the book of Joshua examines the unforgettable lessons God 

taught His people about Himself and what it means to be a citizen of His Kingdom. - 
Click here for more info. 

Come study with us and become more enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 -11 am.  
Call or email, Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or debbi415@aol.com.  
Workbooks are $10. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C arl Means & Joe Shepley (Jr.)celebrate today!  Saturday is 
the big day for Kenneth Kast.  John Carlo Hodge & 

Michele Janofsky will be opening presents on Sunday.  Amy Boyce will be 
blowing out candles on Monday.  Anya Gallo will be another year older and 
wiser on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

Help Wanted 

Job Description:  Serve nutritious meals to 100+ clients at Dorothy Day 

Hospitality House, 11 Spring Street, Danbury.  “On-the-job” training!  Tasks 

will vary!   The need for workers is urgent! 

Times:  Second Thursday, monthly, 1 pm until 5 pm.  Weather does not 

change schedule.  Working times can be tailored to 

meet your individual needs. 

Rewards:  Immeasurable!  You will leave 

exhausted but exhilarated knowing you are 

assisting to further HIS Word and HIS Kingdom! 

Kindly Respond to:  Barbara DeAnzeris (203-775

-3722) or Don Winkley (203-775-3343). 

And, as a bonus, you will receive a unique, newly 

minted “St. Paul’s Church” apron to proudly 

wear on your new “job.” 

“I f you alter or obscure the Biblical portrait of God in order to attract converts, you 

don't get converts to God, you get converts to an illusion.  This is not evangelism, 

but deception.”                    - John Piper  

http://www.navpress.com/Joshua/dp/0891091211?field_availability=-1&field_browse=8448144011&id=Joshua&ie=UTF8&refinementHistory=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_name&searchBinNameList=brandtextbin%2Csubjectbin%2Ccolor_map%2Cprice%2Csize_
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/25423.John_Piper
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†  Official Prayer of the Sword Points Editorial Board 

A lmighty God, keep us, we pray thee, from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought to think, and ready at all times to step aside for others, that the cause of 

Christ may be advanced; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

C onsider joining us for our “Becoming a Prayer Servant” training this fall.  In an 
attempt to make it easier to attend, we have broken the class schedule into two 

half days: Sunday, October 11 and Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5.  A working lunch will 
be provided.  This class covers topics such as: 

1.  Biblical Guidance about Prayer. 
2.  Partnering with the Holy Spirit in prayer. 
3.  Preparation and the five step model of prayer for and with someone. 
4.  The Holy Spirit’s Gifts empower service and more. 
 

Additionally, there will be a module on Street Team Ministry - Do’s and Don’ts (new 
as we go out Beyond the Red Doors). 

1.  As we are continually called further and further Beyond the Red Doors, praying 
with people is the simplest and most powerful way to come alongside 
someone and be the love of Christ.  All we need to do is be obedient - the 

outcome is not up to us but to Him. 
2.  All the Healing and Service ministries involve prayer and it will be a great 

foundation for the congregation to have the Vestry trained as well. 
3.  This training will give you an amazing grounding in the 
power you have in the Authority of Jesus, and truly allows 

you to be closer to Him as you serve Him in many capacities:  
Prayer and Healing team, Stephen Ministry, Beyond the Red Door, 
Vestry, Jericho, Youth Group, etc.  And, you may have new 

ministries that you are called to, right around the corner!  The Prayer and Healing Team for 
example is actively looking for new Prayer Servants that are being called to serve in the 
ministry. 

4.  This training is beneficial and will enrich your prayer life as you pray for yourself, 
family, friends and neighbors! 

The cost of the book is $18 and scholarships are available.  You may or may not know 
how you will be called to use this deepening of your skills, but He certainly does. 

Please pray about this training.  Let Mary Perry know (maryperry2@me.com) you will 
be attending by September 15th - the books will be distributed before the start of class for 
pre-reading. 

- Mary Perry 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 

take up his cross, and follow me.”    (Mark 8:34) 
 

W hen we truly believe that all we have is a gift from 

God, then we must be willing to give up some 

things so that we can share our blessings as God intended.  

Living a stewardship lifestyle means not only being 

responsible for our own life, but the lives of others as well. 

The Prayer Team is 

looking for new 

members - men/women, 

8:00 and/10:30 services.  

Do you sense that you 

would like to learn more 

about how to pray?  

There will two half day 

trainings - October 11th 

and October 18 1:00 - 

5:00 in the Guild Room.  

Please sign up with Mary 

Perry - 

maryperry2@me.com. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com


14  

 

Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, September 10th 

Alexander Crummell 
Priest and Missionary, 1898 

 

B orn March 3, 1819, in New York City, Alexander Crummell struggled against 
racism all his life.  As a young man, he was driven out of an 

academy in New Hampshire, dismissed as a candidate for Holy Orders 
in New York, and rejected for admittance to General Seminary.  
Ordained in 1844 as a priest in the Diocese of Massachusetts, he left 
for England after being excluded from participating in diocesan 
convention. 

After receiving a degree from Cambridge, he went to Liberia as 
a missionary.  The African race, Crummell believed, possessed a 
“warm, emotional and impulsive energy,” which in America 
had been corrupted by oppression.  The Episcopal Church, 
with its emphasis on rational and moral discipline, was 
especially fitted for the moral and spiritual regeneration of 
Afro-Americans.  A model Christian republic seemed possible 
in Liberia.  European education and technology, combined 
with traditional African communal culture, and undergirded 
by a national Episcopal Church headed by a black bishop, was 
the vision espoused by Crummell.  He traveled extensively in the United States urging 
blacks to immigrate to Liberia and support the work of the Church there. 

On returning to Liberia, he worked to establish a national Episcopal Church.  Political 
opposition and a loss of funding finally forced him to return to the United States.  He 
concentrated his efforts on establishing a strong urban presence of independent black 
congregations that would be centers of worship, education and social service.  When 
southern bishops proposed that a separate missionary district be created for black 
congregations, Crummell created a national convocation to fight the proposal.  The Union of 
Black Episcopalians is an outgrowth of that organization. 

Crummell’s ministry spanned more than half a century and three continents.  
Everywhere, at all times, he labored to prepare his people and to build institutions that 
would serve them and provide scope for the exercises of their gifts in leadership and 
creativity.  His faith in God, his perseverance in spite of repeated discouragement, his 
perception that the Church transcended the racism and limited vision of its rulers, and his 
unfailing belief in the goodness and greatness of black people are the legacy of this Afro-
American pioneer. 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals 
Saturday, October 3, 2015    2:00 - 4:00 pm 

 

S t. Francis, Patron Saint of Animals and the 
Environment was born to a very wealthy family in 

Assisi, Italy.  While recovery from a life threatening 
wound Francis heard God in a dream.  When Frances 
recovered he went to church where he heard The Christ 
from the Crucifix tell him to fix his church.  Francis gave 
away his life to build a monastery and to feed and care 
for lepers. 

There are many stories about Francis and animals and 
he wrote many poems.  A familiar one is Brother Sun and 
Sister Moon. 

After working at Jericho bring your animals, reptiles or 
birds to be blessed in honor of St. Francis.  Please keep 
on a leash or in a cage.  We do not want to lose any of our 
precious pets. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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A Christian 

Alternative to 

Yoga 

TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with 

Mary Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor 

Drop by or Email Mary with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

Joyce says, 
“Can I have double 

lavender this 
week?” 

What Happens at Communion 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

A Joyful Noise 
Join us in the meadow on Sunday, October 4th at 4 

PM to make a joyful noise to the Lord and to 

welcome Father Joe and Tara back! 

There will be a potluck supper and singing around 

the campfire.  Are you famous in your family for 

your scrumptious chili?  Then share it at The 

Great Chili Cook-off!  Are desserts 

your forte?  Then enter your pie in our 

Apple Pie Contest!  Mark your calendars 

for this fun autumn event. 

 

B ible Study Fellowship International, BSF, welcomes women of all 
faiths. 

BSF is an interdenominational bible study.  This year 
we will be studying the book of Revelation. 

We offer small group discussion, printed commentary 
notes, weekly lectures and fellowships.  Our purpose is to 
help members develop a personal relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as we teach to change lives. 

The school program, grades 1-12 is staffed by well-
trained leaders and corresponds in content to the adult 
program.  Children should be registered before attending 
class. 

BSF meets on Monday evenings from 7-8:50 PM at the Christ Redeemer 
Church, 114 Roxbury Rd, Southbury Ct.  Our first class is September 14th. 

Call Jeri Pierce (860) 276-8026 for more information or visit our website 
~ www.bsfinternational.org.  There is no fee. 

A satellite discussion group will be held at Faith Church in New Milford 
on Rt. 7.  The group will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:00-8:40  

An additional satellite group will be held at 770 Village Walk Plaza in 
Guilford, CT.  It will meet on Tuesday evenings at 6:30-8:00 in Shoreline 
Vineyard Church Parish Center. 

Both satellite groups will start on September 15th 
BSF in not affiliated with Christ Redeemer Church of Southbury.  
The satellite discussion groups are not affiliated with Faith Church or the 

Shoreline Vineyard Church.  No school program is held at the satellite 
locations. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
http://www.bsfinternational.org


16  

 

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30

-10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion 

on the week’s scriptures using the Synthesis 

study guides.  Starting on September 13th the 

Forum will be studying the Book of Revelation. 

A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards and non-perishable 

items to six area food pantries.  The non-perishable items are provided 

by our generous congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations 

for the food pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  

Delivery is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

†  Now What Do We Do? 
 

A s we get older, not old, but older, we being to notice that we cannot walk like we 
use to.  We cannot bend like we use to.  How about hold onto things without them 

slipping out of our hands.  We women notice we don’t have that 
sensual body that we had when we ere young; and men your 
bellies are beginning to enlarge because you are not playing sports 
anymore.  Both sexes notice that as we age we are not as supple as 
we once were. But did you know that is from original sin?  
“Through one man’s sin, sin came down upon all men and 
women.” (Romans)  But did you know that the gift of God is 
eternal life.  Even though we go through life not having the perfect 
body, so we compare our bodies to that of the size two person, we 
want to fit into that life style.  But now we are 60, 70, and 80 or 90 
years old and we notice our face has lines, everything is moving south.  We move slower.  
We have aches and pains and maybe some physical handicaps that prevents us from 
enjoying life.  Because of our physical disabilities (maybe we use a wheelchair or a walker, 

we have a hospital bed or we have a caregiver 
come in and take care of us); that we notice that 
our homes are not built to take these changes.  
Now what do we do?  Do we move into a nursing 
home where our lives are not our own, maybe an 
assisted living place where when our money is 
gone we are out on the street?  What do we do?  
Why not change your homes to fit wheelchairs, 
walkers, hospital beds, commodes, furniture to 
help us stand up or sit down.  When we eat an 
Occupational Therapist could set us up with 
special utensils.  There are many ways on how we 
can stay in our own home until we go to our new 
home.  In 1 Timothy 5:1-2, “Do not rebuke an 
older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were 
your father.  Treat younger men as brothers, older 

women as mothers and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.”  In Leviticus 
19:32, “Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God.  
I am the Lord.”  Psalm 71:9, “Do not cast me away when I am old, do not forsake me when 
my strength is gone.”  With the Ministry of Aging for the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 
we do honor our elders, but there is more to life for our elderly friends and relatives if they 
stay in their own homes: do out for a meal, go to a movies, go to a concert, how about going 
to a sports bar and watching that big game.  Praise God that we can learn from our elders. 

Susan Balla, Ministry on Aging (Aging and Life Committee) 
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Jesus the Messiah 
 

 Proverbs 1:20-33 

O ur opening lesson is an instructional poem in which Wisdom is personified as an 
attribute of God’s character and a virtue to be sought and possessed.  Lady Wisdom 

actively seeks out those as yet unformed in character and strives to gain their attention, for she 
offers to lead them into the way of life and goodness.  Those who scoff or refuse her instruction 
court calamity, but those who listen will dwell secure. 

 Psalm 19 
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for 

God’s law and a prayer for avoidance of sin. 
 James 3:1-12 
In this New Testament lesson the community is reminded that 

one who instructs others will be held to a high standard, and such a 
position should only be aspired to by those well-formed in faith.  Of 
particular concern are habits of speech.  The tongue is compared to 
a small rudder able to control a large ship at sea.  There is great 
danger in an uncontrolled tongue, and many forms of careless 
speech are enumerated.  The Christian must learn self-discipline in 
order that God may be glorified. 

 Mark 8:27-38  
In the gospel Peter recognizes that Jesus is the Christ, and Jesus 

then describes the true nature of the ministry of the Son of Man and 
what it means to follow in his way.  The passage reminds us that 
during Jesus’ lifetime and afterward there was speculation about his 
role.  Some saw him as a kind of reembodiment of John the Baptist 
or another prophet.  Peter is called “Satan” because his words are a 
temptation to turn away from the suffering and death which come 
before resurrection.  Disciples must also learn that the true self and 
true life are found by those who will let themselves be lost for the 
sake of Jesus and the gospel. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

R esponding to what God wants you to do.  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for 

The Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

Mark 8:27-38 
Poor old Peter.  In verse 30, he calls 

Jesus, the Messiah.  Three short 

verses later, Jesus is calling Peter, 

Satan.  Poor old Jesus.  In verse 30, 

his core inner followers affirm that he 

has "got it;" that he has acquired the 

authority / honor to undertake the 

real purpose of his mission.  Two short 

verses later, Peter reveals that they 

are still mis-understanding and/or 

unwilling to follow the logic of what 

Jesus has been teaching them. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp19_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, our 
visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

Last month we started our Pray it Up - I pray for you, you pray for me 
program! 
 

Here’s how it works: 
Each Sunday, fill our a Prayer request card found in the pews or at 
Coffee Hour.  Put yours in the red bowl and take someone else’s 
card. 
Pray for that request (a simple, love-filled prayer will do!) for one 
week, then rip up the card and discard. 
Next week, do the same. 

If you can’t make it to church, please email prayingnow2@gmail.com 
and St. Paul’s will receive your 
request and send you someone 
else’s request also. 
Please let us know of your praise 
reports, answered prayers, or 
simply how you felt knowing 
that someone was praying for 
your needs, and you were pray-
ing for someone else!   
As we release our burdens to 
others and give them to God to 
deal with - we are free to live 

for Him more and more every day! 
Questions?  Praise Reports?  Please see or email Mary Perry at maryperry2@me.com 
 

Amen!  

Pray It Up!  Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each Sunday, fill out 

your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 

the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 

know that your request is being prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 

just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your request to 

St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

J oin the Ladies Evening Bible Study beginning September 29th as we study, The 
Best Yes. In this six week DVD series, New York Times best-selling author 

Lysa TerKeurst leads us to make wise decisions in the midst of endless demands.  
Most of us spend a lot of our lives figuring out when to say yes and how to say no. 

But we don’t find space for our souls until we learn to step past the yes and no of daily 
decisions and seek out a third option: The Best Yes. 

The Best Yes is the choice that shapes all our other choices. It’s 
what allows us to play our necessary parts in God’s plan, to spend our 

energy and focus our passion on the 
assignments that really are ours. Too 
many of us confuse the command to 
love with the disease to please. 
 In this six-session video-based Bi-
ble study Lysa TerKeurst shows how to 
make better use of the two most power-
ful words, yes and no. Using Biblical 
teaching and practical insights this 
study will help you be more equipped 
to discern the best yes answers for your life.  
 Please contact Dori McManus if you have any ques-
tions at (203) 788-1977 or at dorimcmanus@snet.net 
 To order your workbook you can click here. 

Bible Study Time 
and Dates: 

 

Tuesdays beginning 
September 29th 
7:00 - 8:30 pm 
 

September 29th 
October 13th 
October 27th 
November 10th 
November 24th 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
http://www.christianbook.com/the-best-yes/lysa-terkeurst/9781400205851/pd/205851?event=CPOF
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of 
others and such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part 

of our hearts for all time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St. Mark’s, Storrs. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Province of New England: the Dioceses of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts; their bishops, clergy, 
parish and diocesan staff, and congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial Networks. 
.....Barbara Kast, Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, 
Betty Gardner, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Tom 
Tucker, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Debbi Pomeroy & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Seychelles; the people of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh; and our 
sister and brother members of the Chortitzer Mennonite Conference. 
…..St. Paul’s may discern what God would have us do in response to Fr. Joe's question: 
"How will God call us in this season of our life together, to give our lives away." 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of advancing ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect of the Episcopal Church. 

…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September. 
.....Iran, that godly leaders will be raised up and trained inside Iran. 
.....First Assembly of God, Brookfield, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
…..Retired Connecticut Bishop Arthur Walmsley recovering from heart surgery. 
.....Roger Kovacs, Paul's brother, who had a stroke and is doing rehabilitation to get 
movement in his left leg and arm.  
.....Dorothy Crocker’s Aunt Dorothy, who has a tumor and is receiving radiation and 
chemotherapy.  
.....Barbara, 79, Gretchen Barbieri’s mother, for healing regarding her torn rotator cuff, 
successful dental surgery, and good test results from her biopsy.   
.....Pete, for comfort and successful healing from brain surgery. 
.....Ken Egan, healing of cancer. 
.....Julie & Shaw Mudge, that during their time at St. Paul's, until Fr. Joe returns, that all 
that would be done to the glory of God, in his way and in his time, and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 
 

Links We Like 
 

 

Things That Make You Think 
 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

For a child, there’s no better feeling 
than being safe in the arms of Daddy.  
Whether or not you experienced this 
kind of loving embrace from your 
earthly father, you have a heavenly 

Father who loves you and calls you His 
dear child.  

“We have to pray 
with our eyes on 
God, not on the 

difficulties.” 
- Oswald 

Chambers 

http://www.stjohns-stamford.org/
http://www.calvary-stonington.org/
http://www.stmarkschapel.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seychelles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chortitzer_Mennonite_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Curry_%28bishop%29
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.brookfieldfirst.org/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmMcL1OJAWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmMcL1OJAWM
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(And Christian Fellowship) 
Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

C hris Barrett, Debbie 
Delaventura, Christine 

Domareck, Carol Ferro, Steve 
Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, 
Bill Loring, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, 
Kirsten 
Peterson, 
Debi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, 
David Szen, 
Pam Szen, 
Connie 
Williams & 
Don Winkley. 

 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

Y 
ou can pick your friends and you 

can pick your nose, but, for the 

love of God, we can’t figure out 

why Joe Bernardo is standing at the Labor 

Day Parade Prayer Tent with a pick! 

1 Chronicles 20:3   And he brought out the people who were in it and set them 

to labor with saws and iron picks and axes.  And thus David did to all the cities 

of the Ammonites.  Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem. 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

