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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  The Holiest Time in the Church Year 
 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 

another's feet.  (John 13:14). 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

T onight, our Maundy Thursday service recognizes two sacramental realities: the 

institution of the Eucharist as the body and blood of Jesus Christ, the memorial of our 

redemption; and the institution 

of the sacred priesthood.  

During the Last Supper, Jesus 

offered himself as the Passover 

sacrifice, and teaches that every 

follower of His, and in 

particular the ordained priest, is 

to offer the same self-giving 

example of love.  This will be 

symbolized by my washing our 

new vestry members' feet. 

This evening marks the end of Lent and the beginning of the sacred Triduum, the final three 

days of Holy Week, the holiest time in the church year.  Our liturgy stresses the importance 

Jesus puts on the humility of service, and the need for cleansing with water, a symbol of 

baptism.  Also emphasized is the importance of the Eucharist and the sacrifice of Christ’s 

Body, which we now find present in the consecrated Host.  This will be reserved following 

the service and covered under pure white linen, symbolizing the burial shroud to come the 

next day, Good Friday, as our Lord's crucifixion and burial become our focus. 

At the conclusion of the Eucharist this evening, the altar and all surrounding objects will be 

stripped, symbolizing Jesus' abandonment preceding the cross.  Then, we will be invited to 

watch one hour, with the reserved sacrament present, just as the disciples were invited to 

stay up with the Lord during His agony in the garden before His betrayal by Judas. 

After this night, no Eucharist will be celebrated again in the church until the Easter Vigil 

proclaims the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I invite you to participate in the 

Triduum as much as you are able, and may we be ever drawn to Christ as we behold the 

cross as the pathway to his glorious crown.  Peace and devotion be with you. 

Faithfully your servant, 

The “Last Supper” carving 
 shown here was a gift to St. Paul’s in 2013 
from Bishop Makaya of Western Tanganyika. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

J oseph Mannion & Mary Perry celebrate tomorrow!  

Sunday is the big day for Kathleen Westfall.  Susan 

Yurcisin will be opening presents on Monday. Douglas Brown 

will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Barbara Davidson, 

Kirsten Peterson, Ron Switzer & Robin Powell will be another 

year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

“O n this day the Lord has 
acted; we will rejoice 

and be glad in it”  May we strive to 
be rejoicing stewards not only in the 
Easter season, but the whole year 
through - always thankful and 
grateful for our many blessings.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

†  New Men’s Bible Study 

T he next Men's Bible study begins Monday, April 4th.  It is based on Bish-

op N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright 

helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excite-

ment of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright helps us to find it 

full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to the 

church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church of yesterday.  

Fr. Joe has ordered the books and will have them the first evening.  $12 each. 
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Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 24 -  Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing,  

Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar 

Fri, Mar 25 -  Good FridayGood FridayGood Friday 

  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk 

  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross 

  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 

Sat, Mar 26 -  Holy SaturdayHoly SaturdayHoly Saturday 

  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Children’s Easter Celebration 

  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter 

Sun, Mar 27 -   

  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Tue, Mar 29 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Mar 30 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, Mar 31 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Apr  2  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  1:00 pm - Alpha Training 

Sun, Apr  3 -  Second Sunday in EasterSecond Sunday in EasterSecond Sunday in Easter 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group, Crocker Hall 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKySRSPfZJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKySRSPfZJQ
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 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

 

†  The Season of Easter 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the 

risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and 

Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were 

fearful and disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The 

Lord has risen indeed!”  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 

20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 28:19). 

 Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to Mary, who at first 

mistakes him for the gardener.  “Mary!” he says to her, and she recognizes her 

risen Lord (John 20:11-18).  Later that day he is a wayfarer opening the 

scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple who are on their way to the village 

of Emmaus, where he will be known to them in the breaking of the bread (Luke 

24:13-35).  Then Thomas cannot believe unless he sees and touches the marks 

of the nails and the wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among 

them and invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My Lord and my God!” 

Thomas responds (John 20:24-29).  Several weeks afterward, disciples are 

fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just after daybreak, there is Jesus 

standing on the beach, though at first they do not recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

 There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to his disciples.  Paul tells of 

an appearance to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 

Corinthians 15:6).  Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they 

may have seen a ghost, before their fears are overcome and they are filled with 

new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

March 27th Easter Day—No Coffee Hours 
April   4th 8 am - Pam Szen 10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
April 10th 8 am - Cindy Maier 10:30 am - Beth Beck 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“He went about doing good and healing all those 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” (Acts 10:38) 
 

O n this Easter Sunday, allow Jesus to fill your mind, 

body and soul.  Pray for guidance on how to live 

your life, open your heart to those in need and give thanks to 

God for all that He has given you. 

I was coming from ole Jericho 
It was Passover time 
We had to wait in line as usual 
 
All the fuss I'd heard a few things or two 
The all at once there she was 
Jerusalem 
 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
I was simply there to sacrifice me a lamb 
When all at once the earth shook 
Darkness covered the land 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
 
I settled down 
The kids took a walk to see what fate would bring 
You usually see a new thing a bit different 
 
The crowds were yelling 
said a man had been telling 
That He was that Lamb 
Said He was God in a man to save us  
 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
I was simply there to sacrifice me a lamb 
When all at once the earth shook 
Darkness covered the land 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
 
Then I looked in His eyes 
I saw He was that sacrifice 
What was that, He had died 
That I should not deny, oh 
 

On my way back to ole Jericho 
I saw the morning sun (Son) 
A new day had just begun 
 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
I was there to sacrifice me a lamb 
When all at once the earth shook 
Darkness covered the land 
In Jerusalem 
 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
I was simply there to sacrifice me a lamb 
When all at once the earth shook 
Darkness covered the land 
Oh, What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
They said it had been preplanned 
Oh, What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
Saw a man that must have been like Abraham 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
 
All I saw was a cross on a hill with a man 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
 
I looked into my sons eyes 
I saw something different 
I looked into my sons eyes 
I saw something different 
 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 
What was that that happened in Jerusalem 

Jerusalem (c) Tim Mullen 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV


6  

 

†  St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

Join us for our seven week video series- 
Anne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life. 

 

I f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still 
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves 

their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still 
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is 
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something 
more there is The Magnificent Obsession.  Gifted Bible teacher Anne 
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these 
struggles herself.  As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of 
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of 
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one 
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not 
knowing where that decision would take him.  Anne followed 
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he 

truly is, in an intensely personal relationship.  Through personal 
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she 
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as 
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. " 
 

We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm. 

 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne 
Graham Lotz 

 March 15  Session 2 Leave Everything Behind 

 April 5   Session 3 Let Everything Go 

 April 19   Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely 

 May 3  Session 5 Lift Everything Up 

 May 17   Session 6 Cast Everything Out 

 May 31  Session 7 Lay Everything Down 
 

Participants Guide is available at here.   

Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net 

 

Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register 
online - click here for page with registration links. 
  
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity  

 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford 

 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville 

 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire 

 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon 

 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m, St. Paul's, Brookfield 

 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk 

 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m , St. John's, Niantic 

†  Easter Hashtags 

S hare your Easter celebrations with Twitter users 

around the world by tagging your tweets and photos 

with #EasterJoy.  Tag your Instagram photos with #StPaulsB 

and your pictures will also appear on our website. 

http://www.christianbook.com/magnificent-obsession-participants-guide-embracing-filled/anne-lotz/9780310329831/pd/329830?event=ESRCG
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
https://www.episcopalct.org/Find-Resources/General-Parish-Operations/Safe-Church-Resources/Safe-Church-Training-Schedule/
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Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

†  God Will Mend Our Broken Heart 
 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. ” Psalm 147:3 

by Steve Hemming 
 

R emember the Bee Gees’ popular song, "How Can You Mend a Broken Heart?"  In 
it, Barry Gibb, the lead singer, pleads; “Please help me mend my broken heart, and 

let me live again.” 
Have you ever cried out to God to heal your 

broken heart?  Psalm 145:18 promises the Lord 
is near to all who call upon Him.  And it is 
especially comforting to know that “the Lord 
is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 
who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 

God sent His Son to bring us healing and 
freedom, as prophesied in Isaiah 61, which our 
Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled when He spoke these 
words in the Nazarene synagogue on the 
Sabbath: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because 
He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” (Luke 
4:18) 

As a manifestation and result of this prophetic word, as God heals 
our brokenness, He will give us the oil of joy for our mourning and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness (Isaiah 61:3).  He will turn our mourning 
into dancing, remove our sackcloth and clothe us with gladness (Psalm 30:11). 

When we cry out to the Lord in the midst of our brokenness, He will be faithful to save 
us out of our distresses, and send His word to heal us and deliver us from our destructions 
(Psalm 107:19-20).  His word gives us full assurance that God will mend our broken hearts. 

 

“I will extol You, O Lord, for You have lifted me up, and have not let my foes rejoice 
over me.  O Lord my God, I cried out to You, and You healed me.  O Lord, You brought 
my soul up from the grave; You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.  

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZInWGC5L2T8
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Devotions to the Cross 
 

Our Rector asked me recently to say a few words about two common devotions related to the 
cross: The Stations (or Way) of the Cross, and The Veneration of the Cross.  Both these rites find 
their origin in the practices of the Jerusalem church, at least as early as the 4th c., but their nature 
and development differ widely.  The former has always been a private devotion -- whether 
performed by individuals or groups, while the latter has always been part of the liturgical 
observance of Good Friday. 

The Stations began as a devotional practice for Christians to Jerusalem built around visits to 
sites associated with Our Lord’s arrest and conviction.  These usually started at the Mount of 

Olives and continued to the home of Caiaphas before going to the Antonius (Pilate’s 
praetorium) where the modern devotion customarily begins.  They would then proceed 
along the probable route to the place of crucifixion and burial.  In the course of the next 
several centuries sites along the way were identified as the places of Biblical (and some 
traditional but extra-Biblical) events,  The full list of stations as now usually observed is: 
Jesus is condemned to death, Jesus carries his cross, Jesus falls the first time*, Jesus 
meets his mother*, Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross, Veronica wipes the face 
of Jesus*, Jesus falls the second time*, Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem, Jesus falls 
the third time*, Jesus is stripped of his garments, Crucifixion: Jesus is nailed to the cross, 

Jesus dies on the cross, Jesus is taken down from the cross (Deposition or Lamentation), Jesus is 
laid in the tomb†.  The last five of the stations were all associated with the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and when it was rebuilt in the 11th-12th cc. building was enlarged to bring all of them 
within its walls.  It is also of interest that at that time (and until today) was occupied and used by 
Greek Orthodox, Coptic, Armenian, Syrian, and Roman Catholic Christians, none of whom were 
in Communion with most of the rest – and the stations within the church were and are 
controlled by different groups. 

Egeria, a 4th c. Spanish woman (probably a nun) wrote home describing her extensive 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land (and other Eastern Christian centers) in which she describes an 
overnight stay on the Mount of Olives followed by a journey from Gethsemane to the Cross 
(at the Holy Sepulchre) ‡. Although she does not refer to other stops apong the way on this 
occasion, there are other indications that some of them were already places of devotion. 

While the early origin of this devotion, participation by visiting pilgrims, and the peculiar 
ecumenical situation in Jerusalem, would all suggest a widespread adoption of the Way of the 
Cross, the fact is that the devotion was actually developed and promoted by the Franciscan in 
the 13th c. when the rivalries, were already quite deep.  Thus even though the other churches 
in Holy Sepulchre were necessarily involved, they seem to have avoided actual participation 
and never adopted this devotion.  Even in the West it was only in the 15th and 16th cc. that 
the Franciscans began to import representations of the stations into Europe.  At first these 
either outdoors or in small separate chapels, later they were set up in Franciscan churches and 
still later in other places (and with a requirement that the Franciscans – who were the 
designated custodians of sacred places in the Holy Land – be the ones to set it up).  One 15th 

c. English pilgrim, William Wey, wrote of following the stations in Jerusalem, and it is possible 
that a few sets were put up in England before the Reformation but I can find no record of this§. 

Indeed, it is only in the later 19th c., when Oxford Movement Anglo Catholics and newly 
liberated Roman Catholics began to erect them that they began to take a foothold there.  Today 
the Way of the Cross is observed in Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, and some other churches.  In 
more recent years, alternatives forms have also been created.  Pope John Paul II created a format 
that uses only Biblical stations (Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus is betrayed by Judas 
and arrested, Jesus is condemned by the Sanhedrin, Jesus is denied by Peter, Jesus is judged by 
Pilate, Jesus is scourged and crowned with thorns, Jesus takes up his cross, Jesus is helped by 
Simon of Cyrene to carry his cross, Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem, Jesus is crucified, Jesus 
promises his kingdom to the repentant thief, Jesus entrusts Mary and John to each other, Jesus 

dies on the cross, Jesus is laid in the tomb) and the English Book 
of Common Worship provides a form using these♦. 
 In conclusion I would note that although it is customary to 
offer prayer and meditation at each station, and there are many 
suggested forms for this, none of these are prescribed.  Although 
often observed by groups, it is a devotion that anyone can use 
and it has acquired an ecumenical following, at least in the West. 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_is_condemned_to_death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Carrying_the_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_falls_the_first_time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_Virgin_Mary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_of_Cyrene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Carrying_the_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Veronica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Descent_from_the_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamentation_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entombment_of_Christ
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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The Veneration also traces its origins to 4th c. Jerusalem, but spread much more 
rapidly, at least to the RC West, than did the Stations.  In the Eastern Churches this 
veneration also takes place but earlier in Lent, on the Third Sunday, while on Good 
Friday the nearest equivalent is a veneration of the Body of Christ, represented by 
the epitaphios, a large cloth icon representing the body enshrouded for burial◊.   

Egeria describes in some detail the services (there are several distinct ones) of 
Good Friday.  The first service of the day followed the journey from the Mount of 
Olives, and after a short break the people would reassemble for the Veneration.  Her description 
is worth quoting: 

A chair is placed for the bishop in Golgotha [then an open courtyard] behind the Cross [a large cross at 
the site of Golgotha], which is now standing; the bishop duly takes his seat in the chair, and a table 
covered with a linen cloth is placed before him; the deacons stand round the table, and a silver-gilt 
casket is brought in which is the holy wood of the Cross [a piece of the cross discovered by St. Helena]. 
The casket is opened and (the wood) is taken out, and both the wood of the Cross and the title are placed 
upon the table. 
Now, when it has been put upon the table, the bishop, as he sits, holds the extremities of the sacred 
wood firmly in his hands, while the deacons who stand around guard it. It is guarded thus because the 
custom is that the people, both faithful and catechumens, come one by one and, bowing down at the 
table, kiss the sacred wood and pass through. And because, I know not when, someone is said to have 
bitten off and stolen a portion of the sacred wood, it is thus guarded by the deacons who stand around, 
lest anyone approaching should venture to do so again. 
And as all the people pass by one by one, all bowing themselves, they touch the Cross and the title, first 
with their foreheads and then with their eyes; then they kiss the Cross and pass through, but none lays 
his hand upon it to touch it. When they have kissed the Cross and have passed through, a deacon stands 
holding the ring of Solomon and the horn from which the kings were anointed; they kiss the horn also 
and gaze at the ring . . . all the people are passing through up to the sixth hour, entering by one door and 
going out by another; for this is done in the same place where, on the preceding day, that is, on the fifth 
weekday, the oblation was offered●. 

Later, as relics of the True Cross spread to other churches they too 
began to create similar services of Veneration, and then, by the early 
9th c. churches which lacked such relics began to substitute wooden 
crosses and venerate them.  In this time frame texts and more elaborate 
ceremonial also began to be part of the rite: the Cross would be 
formally carried into the church, usually veiled, and as it was exposed 
the celebrant would usually proclaim, “Behold the Wood of the Cross, 
on which was hung the Savior of the world.”  Various anthems and 
hymns could then be sung, and the people would come forward and 
(usually) kneel before the cross and kiss ito.   

A form for this is included in our Good Friday liturgy (BCP, pp. 
281-282) with some of the traditional anthems and the hymn Pange 
lingua (Hymnal, 166) with several repetitions of the verse, “Faithful cross above all 
others…” to make the point.  One text which historically was very widely used did not make 
it into the Book, although permitted by the rubrics.  This is the Reproaches (Latin 
Improperia), “O my people, what have I done unto thee” –see 
the full text here.  Based on passages from Micah, it is presented 
as a series of statements from the cross in which Christ tells of 
what he has done for his people and asks why they have 
crucified him.  Any such discussion risks being seen as anti-
Semitic, and there is little doubt that it was sometimes taken that way; but clearly in context 
it is addressed to all mankind as sinners whom Christ died to redeem.  In my view the 
continued use of this anthem is a powerful teaching moment against anti-Semitism and for 
the universal need of repentance and redemption. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  
 

* These events are all extra-Biblical  
† Wikipedia, s.v. Stations of the Cross; and History of the Stations of the Cross, in Devotions and Prayers. 
‡ The Pilgrimage of Egeria. 
§ Wikipedia, op.cit. 
♦ Wikipedia, op.cit.  Anglicans felt no need for Franciscans, and the English RC bishops were given Papal 

permission to authorize their erection without reference to the Franciscans  See also here. 
♦ Wikipedia, s.v. Good Friday 
● Egeria, op.cit. 
o J. W. Tyrer, Historical Survey of Holy Week Its services and Ceremonial, Oxford & London, 1932, pp. 44, 109-

111; and Wikipedia, s.v. Foot washing 

(Continued from page 8) Devotions to the Cross 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stations_of_the_Cross
http://devotionsandprayers.blogspot.com/2009/03/history-of-stations-of-cross.html
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~mikef/durham/egetra.html
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/.../tslent.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foot_washing
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT!  ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!  

MEET YOUR LEADERS!  SIGN - UPS ARE HAPPENING NOW. 
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SAVE THE DATE: ALPHA is back by popular demand! 
ALPHA is all about making new friends who meet together for 

dinner and share in an open small group discussion about life, faith, and 
God. 

Please save Saturday, April 9th through Saturday, June 18th for 
Alpha.  This year Alpha groups will run on several nights each week in 
private homes and at church.  Our large group kick off will start on 
April 9th at 5:30pm at St. Paul's church. Stay tuned for announce-
ments and sign-ups!  Contact Tara Shepley   Tbshepley@gmail.com 

mailto:Tbshepley@gmail.com
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†  Blind Auction on April 2nd 
 

O n Saturday, April 2nd, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 
funds for our summer mission trip to West Virginia.  And you are invited!  Last 

years auction included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tick-
ets to a local concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more!  We ex-
pect to have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year.  There is no admission 
price, and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only 
raffle.  Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and busi-
nesses to help make the evening a success.  Please consider 
helping us in the following ways: 

Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, un-
wrapped toys for a kids only raffle during the auction.  We 
are also looking for a few volunteers to help work behind 
the scenes the evening of the event. 

Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in 
with your small group or ministry group to donate a 
themed basket or auction item.  It could be anything 
from a spa gift basket to food items (jams, jellies, 
baked goods), to a family movie night basket.  Or 
maybe perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or 
quilting basket, or even a date night basket for 
busy parents.  

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business please consider donating an item or 
service from your business such as a gift card to your restaurant or store, a consultation by a 
professional, or a donation of landscaping, snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a 
great way to support the youth and perhaps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, March 20th.  Please sign 
up during coffee hour to help out with the auction.  Thank you! 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today! 
Gradual Alleluia, Alleluia 
Offertory Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing 

Closing Hymn He Is Risen, He Is Risen! 
 

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord 
 

G eorge Pullen Jackson, in his White and Negro Spirituals, 1943, indicates that a white 
spiritual, entitled “Have you heard how they crucified our Lord.” is well known in the 

practically all white upper Cumberland region of Tennessee.  This white version never appeared in 
print.  The well-known Afro-American version was first published in William E. Barton’s Old 
Plantation Hymns, 1899.*  Whether originally Black or white, this deeply moving spiritual passed into 

folklore between three and four generations ago, and is today 
recognized as one of America’s most significant contributions to 
hymnody.  The complete spiritual queries the listener as to 
incidents of the Passion scene: 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
and then carries on through the triumphant scenes that 

followed: 
Were you there when he rose from the dead? 

Were you there when he ascended on high? 
 The Black artist, Allan Rohan Crite, has published a series of 
brush (one is shown on here) drawing illustrative of this spiritual 
which have a deeply moving sense of reality.  The originals have 
been presented to the National Cathedral Library at Washington, 
DC. 
 The traditional melody was harmonized by Charles Winfred 
Douglas for its introduction into the Hymnal 1940. 

 

 

T hough he arrived at the tomb 

after the other disciple, which 

disciple went into Jesus' tomb first? 

John 20:3-7 NIV 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry's 2016 Easter Message 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_d0uYKcJ-CA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0yfiVvxXzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohxaG7ZIxzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyOSU4M9ksA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4IMDIPnrJs
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+20:3-7&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.facebook.com/PBMBCurry/videos/958673390915027/
https://www.facebook.com/PBMBCurry/videos/958673390915027/
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R ecently our research team came 
across the following article in 

the May 7, 1892 
edition of The 
Churchman, a 
weekly newspaper 
about the Episcopal 
Church.  In the 
middle of the article 
it mentions a brass 
lectern given by Mrs. 
A. M. Hawley.  
While most of the 
item in the church 
were lost during our 
Valentines Day fire 
of 1937, the lectern 
was taken to safety 
by one of our 
neighbors.   
 If you look 
closely at the bottom 
you’ll it is given in 
memory of Asa N. 
Hawley.  We could not find a picture of Asa, but we did find a biography 
that stated he was a farmer in Brookfield for most of his life, except for 
six years as the Hawleyville Postmaster and the five years he spent in 
Illinois as a clerk in a circuit court where “he was well acquainted with 
President Lincoln.”  The biography also noted he was a member of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Brookfield Centre. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Supper at Emmaus 
Caravaggio, 1601 

National Gallery, London 
 

T he Supper at Emmaus is a painting by the Italian Baroque master Caravaggio, 
executed in 1601, and now in the National Gallery in London. 

The painting depicts the moment when the resurrected but incognito Jesus, reveals 
himself to two of his disciples (presumed to be Luke and Cleopas) in the town of Emmaus, 
only to soon vanish from their sight (Gospel of Luke 24: 30-31).  Cleopas wears the 
scallopshell of a pilgrim. The other apostle wears torn clothes.  Cleopas gesticulates in a 
perspectively-challenging extension of arms in and out of the frame of reference.  The 
standing groom, forehead smooth and face in darkness, appears oblivious to the event.  The 

painting is unusual for the life-sized 
figures, the dark and blank background.  
The table lays out a still-life meal.  Like 
the world these apostles knew, the basket 
of food teeters perilously over the edge. 
 In the Gospel of Mark (16:12) Jesus 
is said to have appeared to them "in 
another form", which may be why he is 
depicted beardless here, as opposed to 
the bearded Christ in Calling of St 
Matthew, where a group of seated money 
counters is interrupted by the recruiting 
Christ.  It is also a recurring theme in 
Caravaggio's paintings to find the 
sublime interrupting the daily routine. 
The unexalted humanity is apt for this 

scene, since the human Jesus has made himself unrecognizable to his disciples, and at once 
confirms and surmounts his humanity.  Caravaggio seems to suggest that perhaps a Jesus 
could enter our daily encounters.  The dark background envelops the tableau.  

 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  Each 

Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on the table on 
the way to communion.  Then take a card from the bowl either 
right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one week.  
How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for and 
that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - 
please send your request to St. Paul’s at 
prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T hank you to everyone who participated in our recently 

completed Marriage Course.  During last Sunday’s 

announcement time, Patrick O’Connors handed out more Thank 

You’s than the average Oscar winners, but they were 

well deserved.  Thank you to everyone who 

participated, cooked, set up and cleaned up. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caravaggio
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room for a discussion on 

the Book of Revelation led by Fr. Joe & Tara Shepley. 

†  Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

S t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on 

Saturday, March 26th from 10 to 11:30 am.  All 

are invited to attend and students in grade 5 and under 

can join in on the Easter Egg hunt.  Invite family and 

friends and come enjoy a special Easter snack, craft 

and lesson! 

Please contact Nicole O'Connors at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can help.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

“We prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted us what we asked of him . . . “ 
I Samuel 1:27 

V ictor & Laura Neto would like to announce the birth of their sons, Elias 
Anacleto Walker Neto and Manuel James Morris Neto born Sunday, March 

6, 2016 at 8:35 and 8:40 am, weighing 2lb 10oz each. 
Thanks to God for our double blessing and so much love and appreciation to our 

niece April for being our gestational carrier, we are truly twice blessed. 
The boys were born very early at 27 weeks and 5 days and are currently in the 

extremely good care of the NICU at the Children’s Hospital in St. Louis, Missouri. 
They are eating every 3 hours, daddy is changing their diapers several times a day and 
we cuddle with them for several hours each afternoon. 

We are staying at the Ronald McDonald House in St. Louis, a wonderful 
organization and a blessing for those far from home with babies / children in the 
hospital. We expect to be staying here in St. Louis for an extended time while we wait 
for our boys to be able to go home. 

“Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones.  For I tell you that in 
heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father” Mathew 18:10 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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W hich apostle 

said: "I now 

realize how true it is that 

God does not show 

favoritism but accepts 

men from every nation 

who fear him and do 

what is right." 

Acts 10:34-35 NIV  

Do you have a 

spare cane not 

being used 

at home?  

From time 

to time we 

need one at 

church.  Bring 

it to church 

and leave it 

by the 

restrooms 

in Crocker 

Hall or by 

the front 

door.  

Thanks. 

 

†  Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast 
 

T he Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast will take place on 

Wednesday, May 4th at 7:00 a.m. at the Amber Room. 

The keynote speaker this year is Peter A. Scalzo, partner in 

the law firm of  Gager, Emerson, Rickart, Bower & Scalzo, 

LLP and a man who has been very active in ministry in our 

area for years and well known to many members of St. Paul’s.  

We are sure he will be a compelling speaker. 

Tables are complimentary.  Last year, St. Paul's had three 

tables! 

If you would like to attend, please contact Pam Szen by return email or 

phone to reserve you seat. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+10:34-35&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

He Is Risen! 
 

 Acts 10:34-43 

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, and he 
proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.  At first Peter was slow to believe that God wanted 

him to bring the word to a non-Jew.  But God has shown this to be the divine will, and Peter 
gladly responds to Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, together with his family and friends.  The 
risen Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who trust in him receive forgiveness of sins 
in his name. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation. 
 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
In this lesson Paul describes the plan of the resurrection age: it has begun 

with Christ’s rising, and this event gives us confidence that God will defeat 
death, the last enemy.  Some of the Corinthians either doubted Christ’s 
resurrection or held that Christians could already live a fully resurrected life in 
the spirit without any regard for the body.  Paul insists on the reality of Christ’s 
rising, which has made possible the hope of a new life in a world where all 
presently die. 

 John 20:1-18 
Our gospel tells how three women disciples first learn of Jesus’ resurrection.  

Coming early in the morning to anoint the body, they find the stone covering 
the tomb rolled away and the body gone.  No human eye sees Jesus rise, but 
now two angelic figures appear and remind the troubled and frightened women 
that Jesus had predicted these things would happen to him.  The women then 
report what they have heard and seen to the apostles, but their word is not 
believed.  Peter runs to the tomb and is amazed at what has happened. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T ake up your cross and give it to the 

Lord.  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon 

archives as well. 

 

John 20:1-18 
As the Word 

descended from the 

Father and became 

flesh at the start of 

John's Gospel, Mary is 

experiencing the 

reverse process - of the 

flesh becoming Word.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; St. James’, 
Higganum; All Saints’, Ivoryton. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Collaborative ministries, Ministry Networks, 
Deaneries and Regions, ECCT Transition Teams. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Ed Licence, 
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs & 
Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Armenia; the people of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka; our 
sister and brother members of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa - NG Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March. 
.....Bethany Christian Services, (ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership), the nation's 
largest adoption agency, which opened its doors in Connecticut in 2011 with a mission to 
show the love of Christ by providing social services to children with counseling and 
adoption procedures free of charge for birth mothers. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Gail Winkley, quick healing and comfort of broken ribs suffered in a recent fall; and 
thanks for her getting out and about. 
.....Ann Battista, that her cancer stay in remission; for Asta Smith, who is 104 years old; 
Michael Battista, lowering of his high blood pressure; freedom from stress and anxiety for 
Chip Battista; Alfred Battista, a return to church.  Daniel Smith, purpose and peace. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism and peace for 
his mother, wife and child. 
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is going through a hard time...that he will feel God's 
loving embrace. 
…..Mike Chengeri (Mike’s father), healing as he is currently in the hospital in New Jersey.  
…..Sandy Chaleski, healing of heart surgery and from back pain. 
…..Draw us closer to you in this journey of Holy Week and Easter season. 

Almighty everliv-

ing God, you are 

always more ready 

to hear than we to 

pray, and to give 

more than we de-

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more 

info) 
 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Easter Story 
The Easter story told through 

the eyes of a child  

Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of God, a mediator 

between God and men. Prayer lifts the soul into the heavens 

where it hugs God in an indescribable embrace. The soul seeks 

the milk of God like a baby crying for the breast. It fulfils its own 

vows and receives in exchange gifts better than anything that can 

be seen or imagined.  

Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives joy to the soul 

and calms its emotions. I warn you, though: do not imagine that 

prayer is simply words. Prayer is the desire for God, an indescrib-

able devotion, not given by man but brought about by God’s 

grace. As St Paul says: For when we cannot choose words in or-

der to pray properly, the Spirit himself intercedes on our behalf in 

a way that could never be put into words. 

Anonymous fourth-century homily 

http://www.trinityhartford.org/
http://www.stpetershebron.com/
http://www.stjameshigganum.org/
http://www.allsaintsivoryton.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lanka
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Reformed_Church_in_South_Africa_-_NG_Church
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
https://www.bethany.org/danbury
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OY_NhvD6sMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OY_NhvD6sMA
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Totally Random Fact 
 

D id you know....... that some 18th-
century estates employed garden 

hermits to dwell as living ornaments, 
sometimes dressed like druids, in purpose-
built hermitages and follies? 

And   
just in case 
you’re 
wondering 
St. Paul’s  
Gardening 
Angels are 
not 
looking to 
employ 
any garden 
hermits! 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, , Steve Hemming, 
Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, 

Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, Mary Perry, Ken Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi Pomeroy, Robin Powell, Reyna 
Sampson, John Sarver, Joe Shepley, Tara Shepley, 
David Szen, Pam Szen and John Tuthill. 

 
 

 

Selfie(s) with the Father(s) 

Click on this link for a great article about B.C. creator Johnny Hart and his Christian faith. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_hermit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_hermit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Druid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermitage_%28religious_retreat%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folly
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000428757685
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.tcj.com/johnny-hart-to-appear-b-c/

