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†  Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day.  The word 
“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th day.” 

In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of Weeks, a seven-week 
agricultural event that focused on the harvesting of first crops.  Josephus, a first-century 
Jewish historian, also used symbolize the church’s worldwide mission, and the Day of 
Pentecost is thought to be the origin of sending the church out into the world. 

    The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of Common Prayer as one of the feast 
days “especially appropriate” for baptism (Book of Common Prayer, p. 312).  Because of 
this, Pentecost is also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term used 
to describe the white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized at the Vigil of 
Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost. 

†  Apostolic Preaching and Teaching: 

A Three-Part Pentecost Series 
 

Preaching 
 

T he word, “preach,” in New Testament Greek, kerusso, means “to proclaim or herald 

a proclamation.”  From 

the word kerusso 

comes the noun kerygma, 

referring to the content of the 

preached proclamation.  And 

what is its content?  The first 

Christian sermon ever 

preached, the original kerygma, 

was from the Apostle Peter on 

the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  

Here we see the standard for the 

kerygma in the New Testament, 

where it centers on Jesus Christ 

as God in human flesh, 

demonstrates His fulfillment of 

Old Testament prophecy, 

focuses on Jesus’ life, work, 

death and resurrection, and concludes with the assurance of Christ’s second coming and 

need for personal conversion toward Him. 

As to the second coming of Christ within the kerygma, someone recently asked me, 

“How could God take this long?”  I’ve thought of that myself.  Evidently Peter had as well, 

as he addressed this in his second letter by saying that "with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8).  He goes on to say that the 

Lord is not slow as some count slowness, but is patiently gathering His people from all the 

nations.  And we at St. 

Paul’s continue this mission. 

In this Pentecost season, may 

God pour out the kerygma 

through us at St. Paul’s. 

Reach out, share your faith, 

wait on the Lord. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on Mother’s Day. 
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to 
material assistance for the care of the 

newborn, such as cribs, clothing, 
diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline 

offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 
performed on newly pregnant women by 
an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer 
post-abortion counseling to women of any 
age. 
 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 
annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby 
bottles at the back of the church and in the Parish Hall that we ask you to 
please fill with your loose change and bills and return them on June 19th, 
Father’s Day.  Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with 
“Hopeline” in the memo line. 
 For more information, contact: Barbara DeAnzeris or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,200! 

†  Trinity Sunday 
  

T he First Sunday After Pentecost is Trinity Sunday, one 
of the seven principal feasts of the church year.  Trinity 

Sunday celebrates “the one and equal glory” of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, “in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of 
Being” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 380). 
 “An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: A User-Friendly 

Reference for Episcopalians,” edited by Don S. Armentrout 
and Robert Boak Slocum, (Church Publishing, 2000), explains 
that the term “trinity” comes from the Latin words tri (“three”) 
and unitas (“unity”).  The term “trinity” was first used by 
Tertullian, a third-century Latin theologian, to express the 
mystery of the unity-in-diversity of God. 
 The Baptism of Jesus, as recorded in all four gospel 

accounts in the New Testament, demonstrates the interaction 
of the Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

“When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
him.  And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17 NRSV). 

“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Mark 1: 9-11 NRSV). 

“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice 
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased’” (Luke 3: 21-22 NRSV). 

“John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know 
him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
“He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  And I myself have seen 
and have testified that this is the Son of God’” (John 1:32-34 
NRSV). 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 19 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, May 20 - 6:30 pm - Alpha Retreat, Crocker Hall 

Sat, May 21 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  9:30 am - Alpha Retreat, Crocker Hall 

Sun, May 22 - First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Holy Baptism & Contemporary Holy Communion 

  4:00 pm - Youth Group, Crocker Hall 

Mon, May 23 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tue, May 24 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May 25 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, May 26 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Fri, May 27 - 7:30 pm - Alpha Small Group, Guild Room 

Sat, May 28  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, May 29 -  Second Sunday after PentecostSecond Sunday after PentecostSecond Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  1:00 pm - Memorial Day Parade & Outreach  (LiveStream) 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

“G od’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”  
And our opening hymn this Trinity 
Sunday sings “All thy works shall praise 
thy name in earth and sky and sea.”  
Part of a faithful stewards life is daily 
praise and thanks to God for all he has 
given us.  Pray and praise unceasingly! 

"I t was the whole Trinity, which at the beginning of creation 

said, "Let us make man". It was the whole Trinity again, 

which at the beginning of the Gospel seemed to say, "Let us save 

man"."  - J.C. Ryle 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about 

their presence in 
church. 

 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for 

people who feel 
called to serve in this important ministry. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

The Doctrine of the Trinity Settled 
 

D uring our trip last October to Turkey and Greece, our first stops were in Istanbul 
(Constantinople) and a couple of it’s magnificent landmarks: Sultan Ahmed 

Mosque and the Hagia Sophia.  However, right behind the Hagia Sophia was a building of 
more interest to several of our travelers, the Church of Hagia Irene.  It was here in 381 AD 
that argument over the doctrine of the Trinity was finally settled. 

The First Council of Constantinople was a meeting of Christian bishops convened in AD 
381 by the Roman Emperor Theodosius.  This second ecumenical council, an effort to attain 

consensus in the church through an assembly representing 
all of Christendom, confirmed the Nicene Creed, expanding 
the doctrine thereof to produce the Niceno–
Constantinopolitan Creed, by adding two additional 
articles: an article on the Holy Spirit - describing Him as 
"the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, 
Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, and Who spoke through the prophets" - and an 
article about the Church, baptism, and the resurrection of 
the dead. 
 
 Joe Bernardo puts the heresy of Arianism to rest as he 
holds up three fingers for the Trinity in front of the Church 
of Hagia Irene. 

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sultan_Ahmed_Mosque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sultan_Ahmed_Mosque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagia_Sophia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagia_Irene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Emperors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical_council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consensus_decision-making
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christendom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicene_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicene_Creed#The_Niceno.E2.80.93Constantinopolitan_Creed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicene_Creed#The_Niceno.E2.80.93Constantinopolitan_Creed
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†  All Your Heart 
 

by Steve Hemming 
 

I  recently read about some decisions a basketball coach made that caused his team to 
lose a playoff game.  When interviewed after the loss, it was written the coach gave 

some half-hearted reasons to explain his tactics which resulted in his team blowing a one-
point lead with 2 seconds remaining in the game.  The term 
“half-hearted” is defined as having or showing little 
enthusiasm, lacking heart, spirit, or interest.  Synonyms 
include: indifferent, uninterested, cold, and cool. 
 With regards to our relationship with God, a half-hearted 
effort will not suffice.  He requires all of our heart in every 
interaction with Him. 
 

LOVE –  
“Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.”  Matthew 22:37 (See also Mark 12:30 and Luke 10:27) 
 

SEEK –  
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for me with all your heart.” 

Jeremiah 29:13 
 

TRUST – 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.  In all 

your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

SERVE –  
“But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of 

the Lord commanded 
you, to love the Lord 
your God, to walk in all 
His ways, to keep His 
commandments, to hold 
fast to Him, and to serve 
Him with all your heart 
and with all your soul.” 
Joshua 22:5 

 

Are you giving God 
all your heart?  Or, are 
you giving Him a half-
hearted effort?” 

 

“I will praise You, O 
Lord my God, with all 
my heart, And I will 
glorify Your name 
forevermore.  Psalm 
86:12  

†  Memorial Day Outreach 

T he flags are up on Route 25 and the 

parade & this year’s Memorial Day 

Outreach is Sunday May 29th!  Join us at 

1:00 pm for some good old fashioned All-

American fun.  This is a perfect way for St. 

Paul’s to share the love of Jesus with the 

community in a casual and fun way.  Thanks! 
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O 
ur summer mission trip is less than 70 days away and 
this week we’ll kick off our final fundraiser for the trip.  
This year we are asking for sponsors for each of the 

students.  As a sponsor we are asking that you commit to praying 
for your student and writing a letter of support for them to read 
on the trip, along with making a contribution towards the cost of 
the trip.  Please prayerfully consider being a sponsor for one of 
the seven students attending this summers trip and sign up 

during coffee hour. 

 



8  

 
†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Fifty Years a Priest (2) 

 

A s I mentioned last week, I shall be using some of these columns to comment on the 
changes in the Church over the past 50 years.  Since (as many readers already 

know) worship has always been a special interest of mine, we can start with a look at the 
Book of Common Prayer and the patterns of our worship.  

In 1967 the 1928 BCP was the service book of the Church.  There was, of course, a 
Hymnal, and some supplementary services for special occasions, and one basic 
form for each of the services.  In the great majority of churches there were two 
Sunday services:  Holy Communion (usually with neither music nor a sermon) at 
about 8:00 am; and a ‘main service’ (with music an sermon) at about 11:00 am, 
usually Morning Prayer, with Holy Communion instead once or twice a month.  
Even then, though, there was a growing minority of churches where the later 
service was regularly the Holy Communion - these churches tended to be rather 
‘High’ and called it the Mass - and while my home parish was not one of them I 
did discover and become fond of this approach in the early fifties. 
 In 1967 the task of Prayer Book Revision began in earnest with the General 

Convention creating a provision for the ‘Trial Use’ of proposed revisions and issuing a 
proposed revision of the Communion Service for such use.  My 
recollection is that it was not a success.  The language was somewhat 
modernized but not enough to be good contemporary style, and yet 
enough to lose many of the cadences of the older books.  Even with 
its alliteration the title, The Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper, seemed to 
be too long and too clumsy to really catch on.  In another three years 
a second attempt (that now included Morning and Evening Prayer and 
a first draft of the three year lectionary as well) appeared.  It also gave 
us the choices of Traditional and Contemporary language rites, which 
allowed each version a substantial linguistic integrity - though some 
infelicitous wordings did creep in.  A lightly revised version of this 
came out in 1973, and then after soliciting (and paying at least some 
attention to) comments from the church in general, and from a large 
group of consultants (your scholar was one) who had some 

knowledge in the field, the 1976 convention passed, on 
first reading, * what was to become the 1979 BCP.  The 
Trial Use provision permitted it to go into use 
immediately, and many churches began to make at least 
some use of the new Book at that time.  
On a more personal note, I was then in the parish in Sandy 
Hook where most of the members had been unenthusiastic, 
at best, about the earlier revisions (we had used all of 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

Celebration of 50 Years as a Priest 

Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 am  
& 

Festal Reception to follow 

Saturday the 18th of June, Anno Domini 2016 

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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them, but not extensively) but we came to an agreement that we would use the new Book, 
emphasizing the traditional language forms, and retaining our traditional ceremonial.  This 
was a time when change was starting to drive people out of the Church, and not only did we 
have minimal losses, we had people come to us from other churches in the area saying that 
they liked this gradualist approach.  Perhaps the event that did the most to draw the 
congregation into the new services was the death of a young man from the parish.  His 
family was well liked in the parish and he was well known in town so the church was filled 
for his funeral.  Members and visitors alike found this burial service to bring together the 
right notes of sorrow for separation joyful hope for resurrection.  I still find the burial office 
in our 1979 BCP to be one of the best I have seen for dealing realistically with death, and 
especially one that is unexpected and untimely. 

(To be continued.)  
Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

 

* Amendments to the Constitution and to the Book of Common Prayer must be approved by two consecutive 
General conventions before they can take effect. 

(Continued from page 8) 50 Years a Priest 

†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T he Rector's Forum meets Sundays from 9:30-

10:15 in the Guild Room and will be Exploring 

Messianic Mysteries in the Hebrew Alphabet from 

May 15 thru June 5th led by Tara Shepley. 

†  Rector’s Forum Fun Fact 
- from John Tuthill 

B e sure to attend to attend the Rector's Forum at 9:30 Sundays with Tara 
pointing out the most interesting information found within Hebrew 

lettering. 
For example: 
The first letter of the Torah is the letter "Bet" found in the word "Bereshit" (Hebrew for 

"In the Beginning" put together with the last letter in the New Testament "Nun" 
at the end of the word "Amen" put together forms the word "Son." 

So, in the first and last letters of the Bible put together, we find the "Son."  
This makes the Son indeed the "First and the Last," the "Alpha and the 
Omega" (Isaiah 48:12, 44:6, Revelations 1:17, 2:8, and, 22:13). 

Amen! 

"People travel everywhere to wonder at the height of mountains, at the huge waves of the 
sea, at the length of rivers, at the vastness of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars 
in the night sky - and yet they pass by themselves without wondering."  - St. Augustine 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

Thursday, May 19th 

Dunstan 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 988 

 

I n the ninth century, under King Alfred the Great, England had achieved 
considerable military, political, cultural, and even some ecclesiastical recovery 

from the Viking invasions.  It was not until the following century that there was a 
revival of monasticism.  In that, the leading figure was Dunstan. 

Dunstan was born about 909 into a family with royal connections.  He became a 
monk and in 943 was made Abbot of Glastonbury.  During a year-long political exile in 
Flanders, he encountered the vigorous currents of the Benedictine monastic revival.  
King Edgar recalled Dunstan to England in 957, appointed him Bishop of Worcester, 
then of London; and, in 960, named him Archbishop of Canterbury.  Together with his 
former pupils, Bishops Aethelwold of Winchester and Oswald of Worcester (later of 

York), Dunstan was a leader of the English Church.  All three have been described as 
“contemplatives in action” - bringing the fruits of their monastic prayer-life to the 
immediate concerns of Church and State.  They sought better education and discipline 
among the clergy, the end of landed family interest in the Church, the restoration of former 
monasteries and the establishment of new ones, a revival of monastic life for women, and a 
more elaborate and carefully ordered liturgical worship. 

This reform movement was set forth in the “Monastic Agreement,” a common code for 
English monasteries drawn up by Aethelwold about 970, primarily under the inspiration of 
Dunstan.  It called for continual intercession for the royal house, and emphasized the close 
tie between the monasteries and the crown.  This close alliance of Church and State, 
sacramentalized in the anointing of the King, was expressed liturgically in the earliest 
English coronation ceremony of which a full text survives, compiled for King Edgar by 
Dunstan and his associates.  The long-term effects of this tenth-century reform resulted in 
the development of two peculiarly English institutions: the “monastic cathedral,” and “monk
-bishops.” 

Dunstan is reputed to have been an expert craftsman.  His name is especially associated 
with the working of metals and the casting of bells, and he was regarded as the patron saint 
of those crafts. 
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†  Israel, Seeing Is Believing 

Plans are being finalized underway for other pilgrimages to the 

Holy Land in THIS WINTER.  Click here for more info and details. 

†  A Land of Many Cultures   
 

O ver 7 million people live in Israel, a country that is about the size of the state of 
New Jersey.  And visitors numbering about 3.5 million come every year mainly 

from the U.S., Russia, France, UK, Germany, Italy, Poland, the Netherlands, India, South 
Korea, Australia, Japan and Brazil.  These are among the many who have a desire to go on a 
sacred journey where God is encountered through the places, people and situations a pilgrim 
meets along the way.  It is more than just a spiritual journey; it enriches the mind as well as 
the soul by seeing how other people live and by gaining an appreciation of their culture and 
history by experiencing the sights and smells of the markets and bazaars and sharing in what 
they eat and drink. 

Despite all the visitors, there still remains a mysterious tranquility at the Holy sites, even 
at the Western ("Wailing") Wall which is one of the top visited sights in Israel.  Here, 
people from all over world come to leave prayers in the crevices of the wall and pray - men 
to one side and women to the other. 

On Thursdays you are in for a special treat because is it Bar/Bat Mitzvah day in the Old 
City of Jerusalem and people come from all over the world to celebrate 
this milestone here in the homeland of the Jewish people.  You’ll watch 
excitedly as parades of people-young and old, with canopies, 
drumming and music blowing from the shofar, and with singing and 
dancing, pass by on their way to the nearby Wailing Wall.  And all 
along the way like in our own parades, candies are thrown among the 
crowd.  This was just one of the many unique experiences. 
 Despite all the busy touring there’s always time for a delicious 
lunch in the Old City before some free time to shop in the colorful 

souks (bazaars) and try your hand at haggling for scarves, leather goods or some of the 
numerous wares to be had. 

Exploring the Old City is an experience where 
you will observe a variety of communities within a 
relatively small area.  It is a place where Christians, 
Jews, and Muslims work, live and worship.  Add to 
that the many visitors from around the globe who 
come here to encounter God.  A pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land has long been enshrined in the traditions 
of the world's three major monotheistic religions - 
those who believe in one God.  For Christians it is 
an experience that can make every Bible reading 
come alive and have new meaning. 

When 

you see 

this map 

pointer in 

Sword Points, it  

indicates sites or 

towns we will 

visit on our 

upcoming trip to 

the Holy Land! 

https://vimeo.com/15034110
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
https://vimeo.com/15034110
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 22nd 8 am - Wanzer’s  10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 
May 29th No Coffee Hour - Memorial Day Parade & Outreach 
June   5th 8 am - Sarver’s  10:30 am - Bernardo’s 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

†  St Paul’s Women’s Ministry - Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

Join us for our seven week video series- 
Anne Graham Lotz - The Magnificent Obsession Embracing the God-filled life. 

 

I f you or someone close to you is devoted to their church but still 
struggles to find meaning and passion in their faith; who loves 

their family, works hard, contributes to their community, but still 
feels life is somehow incomplete and hollow at the core; who is 
restless in spirit, with a nagging sense that there must be something 
more there is The Magnificent Obsession.  Gifted Bible teacher Anne 
Graham Lotz, daughter of evangelist Billy Graham, has known these 
struggles herself.  As she studied Scripture, looking for a way out of 
the emptiness, she found her answer in the amazing story of 
Abraham, a very ordinary man who became extraordinary for one 
pivotal reason: he pursued God in a life of obedient faith, not 
knowing where that decision would take him.  Anne followed 
Abraham s lead and began a lifelong pursuit of knowing God, as he 

truly is, in an intensely personal relationship.  Through personal 
anecdotes, unforgettable stories, and God-inspired insights, she 
invites you to draw closer to God, who is as committed to you as 
he was to Abraham, and longs to call you friend. " 
 

We will meet the following Tuesdays from 7:15 - 8:30 pm. 

 March 1 Session 1 Bible Study Workshop led by Anne 
Graham Lotz 

 March 15  Session 2 Leave Everything Behind 

 April 5   Session 3 Let Everything Go 

 April 19   Session 4 Entrust Everything Completely 

 May 3  Session 5 Lift Everything Up 

 May 17   Session 6 Cast Everything Out 

 May 31  Session 7 Lay Everything Down 
 

Participants Guide is available at here.   

Any questions please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or dorimcmanus@snet.net 

Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C hristine Domareck will be a year older and wiser on Friday.  Sawyer 

Lapp celebrates Saturday!  Sunday is the big day for Christian 

Williams, Ed Licence & Hannah Keating.  Karen Greeley will 

be opening presents on Tuesday.  Jennifer Zambello will be 

blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
http://www.christianbook.com/magnificent-obsession-participants-guide-embracing-filled/anne-lotz/9780310329831/pd/329830?event=ESRCG
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net


 13 

 

 

 

 
 

"Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, _____." 

Romans 5:3-4 NIV  

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 

Sunday, July 10—Noon 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Romans+5:3-4&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT!  ALPHA SMALL GROUPS ARE HERE!  

It’s not too late to join.  Contact Tara Shepley for more info. 

Did you miss the How and why 

should I read the Bible? video?  

You can watch here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8VuXX_iBHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8VuXX_iBHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8VuXX_iBHw
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Holy Trinity 

Hans Multscher, c. 1430 
Alabaster, partly painted, 28,5 x 16,3 cm 

 

T he turning point between the 'Schönen stils' (beautiful styles), with their 
gentle, almost abstract idealization, and late Gothic realism is marked 

by a small high relief in the Liebighaus in Frankfurt.  An angel holds the dead 
or dying Christ, preventing him from falling to the ground.  Christ's head with 
the crown of thorns falls sideways, his mouth and eyes slightly open, and his 
arms hang limply down at his sides.  On the angel's right stands God the Father, 
his hand raised in blessing.  Between his head and that of Christ is the dove 
representing the Holy Ghost.  The relief has lost its original surround which, 
possibly adorned with tracery, would have emphasized the sculptural content of 
the image by giving it a spatial setting. 

It is above all the in the execution of the body of Christ that the sculptor's 
close observation of nature is most apparent.  A dense network of veins spreads 
over arms and legs, the collarbone and ribs are anatomically correctly formed, 
and a fine double fold above the navel underlines the naturalistic approach to 
the human body.  This is further enhanced by the coloring, with the skin 
rendered in various tones - bluish shadows, veins clearly picked out, and the 
bleeding wounds painted red.  Similarly, the faces and hands of God and the 
angel have a strongly three-dimensional presence and naturalistic coloring.  
There is a contrast between the flesh colors and the alabaster, uncolored except 
for the gilded hems of the robes of God and the angel.  It is the special quality 
of this stone that it does not reflect light with a crystalline hardness.  
Penetrating the translucent stone, light becomes a milky glow that seems to come from 
within the material itself.  This makes the garments, which flow together as though to form 
a foil for the figure of Christ, seem to hold some secret, to suggest an otherworldly realm 
that gives the presentation of the racked body a background imbued with a secret mystery. 

In this work, neither a Trinity nor a Throne of Grace, different components are brought 
together to carry an unusual density of theological meaning.  The most striking feature of 
this work is the portrayal of the tormented Christ as a man dying.  The sculpture seems to 
capture the very moment of death, and so gives greater emphasis to his sacrifice.  The way 
in which he is held by an angel, as in a Man of Sorrows, forms a link with the image known 
as an Angel Pietà.  In the Throne of Grace type, God the Father, seated on a throne, holds 
the cross on which his son is crucified.  Between them hovers the dove representing the 
Holy Ghost.  Theologically, this shows the acceptance of the sacrifice through which the 
divine plan of salvation can be fulfilled. 

This relief is stylistically indebted to Late Gothic Netherlandish realism.  Multscher was 
certainly familiar with the iconography and formal idiom of the Schönen stils.  It is also 
likely that he spent several years in Burgundian-Netherlandish regions, where he would 
have been introduced to the ground-breaking naturalism of the early 15th century. 

 

†  Come Celebrate with the Sunday School!  
 

G od has blessed us with another tremendous year in Sunday School.  We are excited 
to celebrate the many achievements of our dedicated teachers and committed 

students with a church-wide picnic on Sunday, June 5th, following the 10:30 am service.  
Students and teachers will be recognized during the late service and then all are 
welcome to join us downstairs in Crocker Hall for food and fellowship.  The 
Sunday School will provide hot dogs and hamburgers, drinks and a cake.  We 
ask you to use the following guide to help us provide the rest of the meal.  
We can't wait to celebrate with you and your family! : 

 

Last Names A-H - Fruit or vegetables 
Last Names I-P   - Side salads (pasta, macaroni, slaw, potato, etc.) 
Last Names Q-Z - Chips and dips 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will 

guide you to all truth...” 

John 16:13 
 

J esus sent the Holy Spirit to help us know and 

live the truth.  To prepare ourselves, we need to 

open our hearts to receive this gift before we can give 

it.  Develop a daily prayer routine to ask the Holy 

Spirit to help guide our thoughts and actions. 
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Gradual Sing Praise to Our Creator 
Offertory Holy Father, Great Creator 
Closing Hymn Holy God We Praise Thy Name 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

"H oly, Holy, Holy" was written by Reginald Heber, an Anglican 
clergyman, nearly two centuries ago.  Notable English poet, 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892) considered this the finest hymn ever 
written.  Heber wrote hymns in an attempt to improve the singing in his 
little congregation at Hodnet, near Birmingham, England. 

Most congregations in those days sang the Psalter - but most sang it 
badly.  To inject a bit of spirit in the hymn-singing, Heber introduced his 
congregation to some of the modern church music of his day, to include 
John Newton's "Amazing Grace."  He also wrote dozens of hymns, the best-
known being "Holy, Holy, Holy."  He wrote it for Trinity Sunday, as evidenced by the 
words, "God in three persons, blessed Trinity," in the first and last verses. 

 The hymn tune was written by John Dykes.  Testimony to the genius of 
Dykes is the fact that not a note of either tune or harmony has since been 

altered.  He called it Nicaea (also spelled Nicea) after the church council 
in 326 A.D. that established the doctrine of the Trinity. 
 When Rev. Heber was 40 years old, he reluctantly left his beloved 
England to begin service as Bishop of Calcutta, India.  The scope of 
the job combined with the hot climate and primitive conditions, proved 
too much for Bishop Heber.  He died at the age of 43 after serving only 
three years in India. 

 His music was Rev. Heber's true legacy.  After his death, a hymnal 
was published that included all of his hymns.  Even today, most hymnals 

include two or three of his hymns. 
 But it is this hymn, "Holy, Holy, Holy," that has blessed people all over 

the world.  Translated into many languages and sung in many tongues, it was Rev. Heber's 
most enduring gift to the church. 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers 
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

S o did you figure out what was in the big boxes at the back of the 

church last week?  They were our new pew cushions.  

And they made their debut last Sunday when red was the 

appropriate color of the day.  Thank you to everyone who 

tried to salvage our former cushions and who helped to fund the new 

ones.  Just don’t enjoy them too much during sermon time! 

 

 

 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

F ather's Day is June 19.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on the altar in loving 
memory of a father, please make your check payable to Saint Paul's Church 

with the name or names of those to be remembered written on the memo line.  All 
memorials are due June 12.  Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203-775-
3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All the gentlemen worshiping with us on Father's 
Day will receive a boutonniere.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g26p62NCOJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IH3biz-TbHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0x3Fq7JqFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aabZOiPGxI
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Men’s Bible Study 

W e are heading into week #7 in our latest Men’s Bible 

study!  It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark 

for Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way 

around Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of 

Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright helps us to 

find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful message that 

comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much as 

it did to the church of yesterday. 

Why do 25 men 

come to this Bible 

Study each week?  

Come and find out 

(or watch online). 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier 
 

 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

I n our first lesson Wisdom is an attribute of God present from the beginning of the ages and 
before the creation.  She delights in the human race, and strives to bring all people to 

insight and understanding. 
 Psalm 8 

The psalmist glorifies the Lord, sovereign of the earth and the magnificent heavens, who has 
made human life to have mastery over all other earthly creatures. 
 Romans 5:1-5 

In this reading Paul bids disciples to rejoice in the 
reconciliation and hope which are theirs because of the 
sacrifice of Christ on behalf of sinners.  Through faith we 
have justification; we are given a right relationship to 
God.  Now even our sufferings can lead to endurance, 
and this to a perseverance which strengthens our hope, 
poured into our hearts as a gift of the Holy Spirit given to 
us. 
 John 16:12-15 

In our gospel Jesus promises to this disciples the gift 
of the Holy Spirit who will guide them into all truth.  The 

Spirit will make 
known things that 
are to come, and 
will glorify Jesus in 
that everything 
declared by the 

Spirit will be received from Jesus.  All that the Father has belongs to Jesus.  The Spirit, then, 
reveals Jesus, who himself has made the Father known. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

F acing into the wind of the Holy Spirit: St. Paul's - 

Present and Future..  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

 

John 16:12-15 
We need to hear this brief section 

from Chapter 16, not as Jesus 

giving a lecture on the doctrine of 

the Trinity, but as a personally 

intense commitment of abiding, 

continuing, present love / 

loyalty / protection / guidance / 

bonding with his followers then - 

and now - and always.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CTrinity_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, New Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. 
James, New London. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Camp Washington: staff, counselors, and campers.. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, Gary Stein, 
Sue Balla, Ed Licence, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. 
George Hall, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Roger Kovacs, Peter 
Maier & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Somalia; the people of the Commonwealth of 
the Bahamas; our sister and brother members of the Christian 
Revival Crusade. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
…..Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of May. 
.....All Nations Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s 
daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, 
healing of her broken hip. 
.....Adam Wee, 28 years old, complete 
healing of a Thoracic Aortic Aneurism 
and peace for his mother, wife and child. 
.....Carol Woien,’s son Kyle, who is 
going through a hard time...that he will 
feel God's loving embrace. 
….Jim Megura, recovering from recent 
heart surgery. 

Almighty everliv-

ing God, you are 

always more ready 

to hear than we to 

pray, and to give 

more than we de-

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

St. Patrick's Bad Analogies 
 
 In this video, recently name 
Trinity Sunday Video Emeritus 
by the Sword Points staff, St. 
Patrick explains the doctrine of 
the Trinity, or at least he tries 
too!  And, about the snakes…. 

Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of God, a mediator 

between God and men. Prayer lifts the soul into the heavens 

where it hugs God in an indescribable embrace. The soul seeks 

the milk of God like a baby crying for the breast. It fulfils its own 

vows and receives in exchange gifts better than anything that can 

be seen or imagined.  

Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives joy to the soul 

and calms its emotions. I warn you, though: do not imagine that 

prayer is simply words. Prayer is the desire for God, an indescrib-

able devotion, not given by man but brought about by God’s 

grace. As St Paul says: For when we cannot choose words in or-

der to pray properly, the Spirit himself intercedes on our behalf in 

a way that could never be put into words. 

Anonymous fourth-century homily 

L ast 

Monday 

night Sir Arthur 

“paw” delivered 

a get well plate to 

Peter Maier from 

the Men’s Bible 

Study.  Get well 

and hope to have 

you back with us 

soon. 

http://www.stpaulstjames.org/
http://www.stthomasnewhaven.org/
http://trinitynewhaven.org/
http://www.stjamesnl.org/
http://www.stjamesnl.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bahamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bahamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Revival_Crusade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Revival_Crusade
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/food
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw
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(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, 
Chris Barrett, 

Sandy Chadwick, 
Dorothy Crocker, 
Steve Hemming, 
Carolyn Legg, Diane 
Loring, Bill Loring, 
Dori McManus, 
Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Robin Powell, 

 
 

 

Totally Random Fact of 
the Week! 

 

D id you know …that to ensure 

Mount Elbert 

(pictured) 

remained the highest 

of the Rockies, its 

supporters tore the 

top off another 

mountain?  

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
Who Am I? 

 

W e’ll try to make our contest a bit easier from now on with some 

clues?  

Who’s is our 

married, Boy 

Scout parishioner, 

who is 

masquerading as 

Thomas Cranmer? 

Think you 

know?  Submit 

your answer here. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Elbert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Massive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Massive
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=French%20Fry%20Baby%20Parishioner

