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†  Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

T his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day.  The word 
“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th day.” 

In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of Weeks, a seven-week 
agricultural event that focused on the harvesting of first crops.  Josephus, a first-century 
Jewish historian, also used symbolize the church’s worldwide mission, and the Day of 
Pentecost is thought to be the origin of sending the church out into the world. 

    The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of Common Prayer as one of the feast 
days “especially appropriate” for baptism (Book of Common Prayer, p. 312).  Because of 
this, Pentecost is also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a term used 
to describe the white baptismal garments worn by those who were baptized at the Vigil of 
Pentecost and then worn to church on the Day of Pentecost. 

          †  Show One Another God’s Path Today 
 
              "And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith."            (1 John 5:4) 

 

                     Dear Friends, 

       

                   We all must take a path.  Blazing one's own trail, while a 

                        popular thought, only goes so far.  It ultimately ends. 

                        Following the One who goes before us, making a way 

                 when there seems to be no way, even overcoming death 

                    itself, has no ending. 

 

 

             The landscape of our mortality will change, and yet the path we tread 

       goes on to a new dimension as we follow our Lord.  "Where I am, you 

     will also be" (John 12:26) remains his promise always.  We believe by 

      faith. 

 

 

                  

 

 

                            May we live confidently in Christ, knowing that God goes before us, and 

                          will never leave us, nor forsake us.  The victory won on the cross and 

                          sealed by the resurrection is our overcoming faith as Christians.  Live your 

                                 life as the victor that you are and show another God's path today. 

 

 

                 Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  David Shepley in Jordan 

 

D avid Shepley is in Amman, Jordan studying Arabic.  Here’s a link to his blog.  
Below are some excerpts. 

 

At Wadi Rum sitting on the red stone ledge in the shade, overlooking the desert valley I 
imagined lone trade caravans, great armies, and before that our cave-dwelling ancestors 
passing in this land.  It was one of those powerfully spiritual feelings I live for on all my 
travels.  

The Bedouin experience was very enjoyable from the sweet mint tea , to the delicious 
zarb chicken and fresh bread, all the way through relaxing on ground pillows and playing 
cards late into the night. 

I was surprised at how easily I slept in the tent considering how hard the mattress was 
and my unhindered exposure to mosquitos.  I woke up to the cooing of doves living in 
natural caves at the base of the mountain next to our tents - a rather pleasant alarm clock!  
Apparently I had spent a portion of the night speaking Arabic in my sleep - goes to show 
you how much of a brain overload my days are! 

Petra was beautiful with historical mystery and enchantment.  Though the Treasury was 
the most impressive spectacle, the entire walk through the narrow canyon was filled with 
incredible remains including an old water duct carved into the side of the canyon and a 

carved (weathered!) mural of a trading caravan.  
Beholding the remains of ancient art and innovation 
brought the place to life as I imagined the canyon 
once filled exotic travelers, goods, and rich noise and 
smell.  Ancient tombs and homes built into the 
canyons surrounded the treasury and unlike many 
places, many were unblocked from self exploration.  
All of the small caves and temples carved into the 
mountain side reminded me of the ancient Native 
American cities that I visited in New Mexico.  Like 
many ancient sites in the near Middle East, Petra too 
bore marks of its different inhabitants including 
Europe’s Roman and Crusader armies.  As I stood 
below the massive entrance to the Treasury I so 
badly wished I could walk inside and discover an 
ancient vault like Indiana Jones did in the Last 
Crusade!  That movie inspired me long ago to some 
day visit Petra.  I am blessed to have done it much 
earlier than I ever thought I would!  

 “The photos that I posted last week represent 
some of my favorite shots, but I have hundreds more 
that show the more specific places and sites at Petra 
and Wadi Rum.  I would love to post these as well 
but it would simply take too long. I look forward to 
giving a personal slideshow to those back home!  

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

S usan Balla celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Wendy Von Egidy.  

William Mullen will be opening presents on Sunday.  Michael Crisalli will be 

blowing out candles on Monday.  Throw a 

party on Tuesday for Allison Chaleski, 

Benjamin Franklin & Sandra Visser-

Sampson.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

https://davidsjordantrip.wordpress.com/
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, July 21 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

Fri, July 22 -  St. Mary Magdalene 

Sat, July 23  7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, July 24 -  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, July 25 -  St. James, the Apostle 

   7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tues, July 26 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  6:30 pm - Chaplain Service Training, Guild Room 

Wed, July 27 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion II & Healing 

Thu, July 28 - 6:00 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

Sat, July 30 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, July 31 -  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  Things You Need to Know for this Week 
 

1.  Did you know that you can now give to St. Paul’s online?  

Click here for more info. 

2.  Brochures with pricing; and Frequently Asked Questions; 

and the Top Ten List of reasons for 

going on our Holy Land Trip are 

here.  See the display in Crocker Hall 

or check with David Szen or Fr. Joe 

for copies. 

3.  At 5 am this Sunday, St. Paul’s 

OWN Youth Group will be departing on their week long mission 

trip to West Virginia.  And they’d like you to be there to send 

them off!  (Only kidding!  Sleep in we’ll see you at 8 or 10:30) 

“A sk and it will be given you; search and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened for you.”  

The problem with most of us is that our faith is 

not strong enough to trust wholly in God’s 

promises.  Pray for the grace to confidently 

expect God’s abundance to be part of your daily 

life.  Be thankful for it...and pass on the good 

news of your blessings to others!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbRbU15iCjOACU7EVrr_FdoCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2Rvzh3f9lWOO5JyPKFLrzE=&ver=3
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†  "Stand by Me” 

by John Tuthhill 
 

R anked 122nd on Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Songs of All-Time, and, actually the 
fourth most performed song of the 20th Century - maybe you have heard this old 

song?  It has had an estimated seven million performances.  Royalties paid out for this song 
alone have topped over $22 million.  Maybe, just maybe, something about this song strikes 
an inner chord with a-LOT of people? 

 

A line from that old song "Stand By Me" in part is: "If the sky that we look upon, Should 
tumble and fall, Or the mountain should crumble to the sea..." 

 

Is there a match found with that line of the song and with Psalm 46:2 (and SO MUCH 
else in God's Word)? 

 

Psalm 42:6 in the NLT version is "Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives 
way, and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea." 

 

Psalm 82.5 mentions what it would/will be 
like for those that are without Christ when the 
earth itself gives way: "They do not know, nor do 
they understand; they walk about in darkness.  
All the foundations of the earth are shaken." 

 

"Walk before me..." The Lord says to 
Abraham in Genesis 17:1.  God's Word is a 
"lamp to my feet" says Psalm 119. 

 

Our God that says to us throughout His 
Word: "Stand by me" is faithful and true.  
"Whom shall I fear?" asks Psalm 27. 

 

The Lord, and nothing and no one else!. 
Thanks be to God! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Friday, July 22nd 

Saint Mary Magdalene 
 

M ary Magdalene is mentioned in the Gospels as being 
among the women of Galilee who followed Jesus and 

His disciples, and who was present at His Crucifixion and 
Burial, and who went to the tomb on Easter Sunday to annoint 
His body.  She was the first to see the Risen Lord, and to 
announce His Resurrection to the apostles.  Accordingly, she 
is referred to in early Christian writings as "the apostle to the 
apostles." 

Mary Magdalene, Mary of Bethany (sister of Martha and 
Lazarus), and the unnamed penitent woman who anointed 
Jesus's feet (Luke 7:36-48) are sometimes supposed to be the 

same woman.  From this, plus the statement that Jesus had cast seven demons out of her 
(Luke 8:2), has risen the tradition that she had been a prostitute before she met Jesus. 

Because of the assumption that Mary Magdalene had been a spectacular sinner, and also 
perhaps because she is described as weeping at the tomb of Jesus on the Resurrection 
morning, she is often portrayed in art as weeping, or with eyes red from having wept.  From 
this appearance we derive the English word "maudlin", meaning "effusively or tearfully 
sentimental."  There is a Magdalen College at Oxford, and a Magdalene College at 
Cambridge (different spelling), both pronounced "Maudlin." 

written by James Kiefer 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/josephus-wara.html
http://www.xrefer.com/entry/173012
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=79
http://www.xrefer.com/entry.jsp?xrefid=567772&secid=.-
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Luke+7%3A36-48&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Luke+8%3A2&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.magd.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.magd.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTCfQ6Bb8QE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTCfQ6Bb8QE
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm welcome 
to them and by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them 
to coffee hour as well.  It’s the neighborly thing to do! 

†  Words of Life 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 

Matthew 4:4 
 

O ur Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Word of God (John 1:1, 14, Revelations 19:13) 
spoke the words above (by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3) to Satan when he tempted 

Him to turn stones into bread to satisfy His hunger.  Jesus declared that our lives are 
dependent upon His Word.  Do you live by the Word of God?  If you’re uncertain whether 

or not you do, here are some characteristics of the 
Word which give the nourishment and provision we 
need to live according to His purpose. 
THE WORD IS LIVING 
Hebrews 4:12 tells is that “the word of God is living 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.”  Since God’s words are alive 
and authoritative, do you speak them regularly with 
confidence, believing they will perform their intended 
purpose?  When Jesus rebuked the devil with the words 

from Deuteronomy 8:3, He demonstrated for us that scripture is an effective weapon to use 
against the tactics of the enemy. 

THE WORD IS INSPIRED BY GOD 
The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:16 that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.”  Paul goes on to say that by adhering to the Word, we will be complete and 
thoroughly equipped for every good work (v.17). 

THE WORD WILL ACCOMPLISH ITS PURPOSE 
God’s word is so influential that He Himself declared in Isaiah 55:11, “So shall My 

word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, but it shall 
accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”  Jesus stated 
in Matthew 24:35 that “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 
pass away.” 

THE WORD WILL PROSPER US 
When we live according to the Word of God, and do not turn away from it, we will 

prosper, which is what the Lord promised Joshua when he succeeded Moses as leader of 
Israel; “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:7-8). 

THE WORD PROVIDES DIRECTION 
King David recognized his dependence on the Word for his every move when he wrote 

in Psalm 119:105; “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  And King 
Solomon followed in his father’s footsteps, citing in Proverbs 6:23; “For the commandment 
is a lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life.” 

If we profess to have faith in Jesus, and are determined to follow Him, why would we 
not comply with His words, since He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life? (John 14:6)  Even 
so, many people still reject Jesus and His words nowadays, just like they did when He 
walked on the earth almost two thousand years ago. 

In the book of John, chapter 6, Jesus received so much resistance when He told those 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

following Him they needed to partake in His flesh and blood to inherit eternal life (v.54) 
many disciples renounced His words and no longer walked with the Lord (v.66).  When 
Jesus asked the remaining twelve if they too, wanted to go away, Simon Peter replied; 
“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”(v.68)  May we all accept 
the truth spoken by Peter into our hearts, and believe the words that Jesus speaks to us today 
as the means to living a life that honors God. 

In closing, it is interesting to note that the disagreement in John 6 between Jesus and his 
followers began when He said to them, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” (v.35)  Back in Matthew 4:4, 
when Jesus rebuked the devil by declaring that “man shall not live by bread alone; but man 
lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord,” (Deuteronomy 8:3) not only 
is Jesus the Word of God, He is also the true Bread of Life who gives us the sustenance we 
need. 

(Continued from page 5) 

P 
lease pray for St. Paul’s OWN this coming week as 

we head to West Virginia.  We leave at 5am 

Sunday morning and return on Saturday afternoon.  

Please pray for safe travel, cooler weather, safe work sites, 

and great fun and fellowship.  We will be partnering up with 

two other churches and doing work projects in Mingo County 

such as building wheelchair ramps, laying flooring, installing 

drywall, weatherizing homes, and more.  

To stay in touch with what’s happening 

on the trip, follow us on Facebook 

and Twitter where we will try to keep 

you as up to date as possible.  Also, 

save the date for August 12th when 

we will have our Mission Trip dinner 

from 5-7 pm in Crocker Hall.  
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T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Job, starting 
Tuesday, September, 9th at 9:15 am in the 

Guild Room.  
The worst possible calamities have befallen 

Job: financial ruin, his children's death, an 
agonizing disease.  And a disaster worse than 
these: The God who was once his friend is now 
silent and the apparent cause of his sufferings.  
What is God doing?  Is He really as good and 
loving and powerful and just as Job has always 
believed?  Here is a book for anyone who has ever 
suffered unexplained tragedy and wants to wrestle 
to a deeper intimacy with God.  

Come study with us and become more 
enlightened, Tuesdays from 9:15 - 11 am.  Please 
register by August 5th, by calling or emailing, 
Debbi Pomeroy at (203) 312-6992 or 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

†  Ladies to Study Job in September 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, July 25th 

Saint James, the Apostle 
 

J ames the son of Zebedee and his brother John were among the twelve 
disciples of Our Lord.  They, together with Peter, were privileged to 

behold the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1, Mark 9:2, Luke 9:28), to witness 
the healing of Peter's mother-in-law (Mark 1:29) and the raising of the 
daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:37, Luke 8:51), and to be called aside to watch 
and pray with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane on the night before His 
death (Matthew 26:37, Mark 14:33). 

James and John were apparently from a higher social level than the 
average fisherman.  Their father could afford hired servants (Mark 1:20), and 
John (assuming him to be identical with the "beloved disciple") had 
connections with the high priest (John 18:15).  Jesus nicknamed the two 
brothers "sons of thunder" (Mark 3:17), perhaps meaning that they were 
headstrong, hot-tempered, and impulsive; and so they seem to be in two 
incidents reported in the Gospels.  On one occasion (Luke 9:54), Jesus and the disciples 
were refused the hospitality of a Samaritan village, and James and John proposed to call 
down fire from heaven on the offenders.  On another occasion (Matthew 20:20-23, Mark 
10:35-41), they asked Jesus for a special place of honor in the Kingdom, and were told that 
the place of honor is the place of suffering. 

Finally, about AD 42, shortly before Passover (Acts 12), James was beheaded by order 
of King Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great (who tried to kill the infant Jesus--
Matthew 2), nephew of Herod Antipas (who killed John the Baptist--Mark 6--and examined 
Jesus on Good Friday--Luke 23), and father of Herod Agrippa II (who heard the defense of 
Paul before Festus--Acts 25).  James was the first of the Twelve to suffer martyrdom, and 
the only one of the Twelve whose death is recorded in the New Testament. 

James is often called James Major (= greater or elder) to distinguish him from other New 
Testament persons called James.  Tradition has it that he made a missionary journey to 
Spain, and that after his death his body was taken to Spain and buried there at Santiago de 
Compostela (a town the name of which is commonly thought to be derived from the word 
"apostle", although some Spanish-speaking reports claim it derived from "field of stars", 
which in Latin would be campus stellarum).  His supposed burial place there was a major 
site of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages, and the Spaniards fighting to drive their Moorish 
conquerors out of Spain took "Santiago de Compostela!" as one of their chief war-cries. 
(The Spanish form of "James" is "Diego" or "Iago."  In most languages, "James" and 
"Jacob" are identical.  Where an English Bible has "James," a Greek Bible has IAKWBOS.) 

written by James Kiefer 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.execulink.com/%7ewblank/apjohn.htm
http://fcd.mybravenet.com/bigpic/Topic62.htm
http://www.st-and.ac.uk/%7ewww_sd/med_oxford3.html
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Matthew+17%3A1&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+9%3A2&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Luke+9%3A28&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www-relg-studies.scu.edu/netcours/nt/synoptic/healing.htm
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+1%3A29-30&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.smithism.com/sp_jairus.htm
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+5%3A37-40&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Luke+8%3A51-53&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.airborne.org/images/israel/gethsemane.jpg
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Matthew+26%3A37&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+14%3A33&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+1%3A20&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=John+18%3A15&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+3%3A17&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Luke+9%3A54-56&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.execulink.com/%7ewblank/samaria.htm
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Matthew+20%3A20-23&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+10%3A35-41&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+10%3A35-41&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.holidays.net/passover/
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Acts+12&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodians/herod_agrippa_i.html
http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodians/herod_the_great02.html
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Matthew+2&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodians/herod_antipas.html
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/saintj02.htm
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Mark+6&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Luke+23&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodians/julius_m_agrippa_ii.html
http://www.ntgateway.com/paul/index.htm#websites
http://www.encyclopedia.com/html/f/festus-p1.asp
http://www.oremus.org/bible/browser.cgi?passage=Acts+25&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://www.atlapedia.com/online/maps/physical/Spain_etc.htm
http://www.virtourist.com/europe/santiago/
http://www.virtourist.com/europe/santiago/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/history.htm
http://www.marbellalife.com/history-and-culture/moorish-occupation.html
http://www.marbellalife.com/history-and-culture/moorish-occupation.html
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†  Israel, Land of Promise  

 

†  Magdala   
 

O n each of our past tours to the Holy Land at some point along the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, the guide will direct us to look out the bus window at a distant village 

and note there is nothing to see there now, however some day it will be open when the 
excavations show enough progress.  That village is Magdala and this year on the second part 
of our trip we will see that progress. 

Magdala was a major first-century port on the Galilee, a center of trade and commerce, 
and an exporter of salted fish to markets as far away as Europe.  Archaeological discoveries 
early in the 21st century have made it a burgeoning pilgrimage destination.  

Magdala’s fame down the centuries rested on one notable person, Mary Magdalene.  
This enigmatic woman - revered as a saint by the Orthodox, Catholic, Anglican and 
Lutheran churches - was one of the few persons named in the Gospels as being present at 
Christ’s crucifixion and the first recorded witness of his Resurrection. 

Whether she lived in Magdala or was simply born there is unknown, but she was 
apparently a wealthy woman. 

The city, on the western side of the Galilee between Tiberias and Capernaum, is 
mentioned only once in the New Testament.  The Gospel of Matthew (15:39) says Jesus 
went there by boat - but even this reference is uncertain, since some early manuscripts give 
the name as Magadan. 

Both Matthew and Mark say Jesus preached in synagogues “throughout Galilee”, and 
Magdala was only 6 miles 
from Capernaum, where he 
based his ministry. 
The Jewish historian Josephus 
says Magdala had a 
population of 40,000 people 
and a fleet of 230 boats about 
30 years after Jesus died. 
Beginning in the 1960s, 
Franciscan archaeologists 
discovered Magdala’s ancient 
port and a city grid, with 
paved streets, water canals, a 

(Continued on page 9) 

Israel here we come.  Plans have been finalized for a life-changing pilgrimage led 

by Fr. Joe to the Holy Land during the Christmas - New Year’s break.  Click here for 

the brochure, pricing info and details. 

When you see 

this map pointer 

in Sword 

Points, it  

indicates 

sites or 

towns we will 

visit on our 

upcoming trip to 

the Holy Land! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFvvqbZUfC4&index=5&list=PL090EA62F70F015C3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFvvqbZUfC4&index=5&list=PL090EA62F70F015C3
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#orthodox
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#gospel
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#Resurrection
http://www.seetheholyland.net/capernaum/
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#new%20testament
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#josephus
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

July 24th 8 am - P. Sorrentino 10:30 am - A. Boyce 
July 31st 8 am - C & P Maier 10:30 am - B. Beck 
Aug  7th 8 am - P Szen 10:30 am - DeSanti / Pascoa 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

†  Electronic Giving 
 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking / savings account or your credit / debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use 
this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of 
giving.  The system is simple using the 
following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 
Click on the “Give Online” button at the top left of the first page. 
Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. 
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

Treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

marketplace, villas and mosaics - one depicting a sailing boat. 
Buried in the mud covering a thermal bath complex were ceramic crockery, perfume 

jars, jewelry, hairbrushes and combs, and bronze applicators for make-up. 
The discovery of the massive foundations of a tower may account for the city’s name.  

Both Magdala in Aramaic and Migdal in Hebrew mean “tower.” 
More archaeological remains were uncovered in 
2009.  Three interconnected ritual baths were 
discovered, the first found in Israel using 
groundwater from springs - which for 
purification purposes was considered “living 
water” - rather than rainwater. 

In the remains of one building, under a thin 
layer of soil, excavators found a stone block 
engraved with motifs including a seven-branched 
menorah, the type of lampstand used in the 
Temple.  This significant find led to the 
identification of the building as a synagogue.  

(Continued from page 8) Magdala 

 

†  Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

P lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint Paul's.  

We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am service.  It's fun 

and easy plus you will only host three times a year!  It's a wonderful, sharing 

ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still most rewarding.  

Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call 203-775-6633 for 

information or to sign up.  Thanks everyone! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
http://WWW.SAINTPAULSBROOKFIELD.COM
mailto:Treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#mosaic
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#aramaic
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#Hebrew
http://www.seetheholyland.net/glossary/#synagogue
mailto:Chamla@Charter.net
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 TRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOTRANSFORM YOUR WORKOUTS INTOUTS INTOUTS INTO   

WORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMWORSHIP WITH PRAISEMOVES OVES OVES ------      

THE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNTHE CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA ATIVE TO YOGA    

Deep Stretching, Gentle Movement, and Strong Scripture 
combine for flexibility and strength. 

Classes held in Crocker Hall each Saturday at 10 am with Mary 

Perry, Certified PraiseMoves Instructor  Drop by or Email Mary 

with questions at maryperry2@me.com 

A Christian 

Alternative 

to Yoga 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Creche 

1890 
Albert Anker 
1831 - 1910  

 

A lbrecht Samuel Anker (April 1, 1831 – July 16, 1910) was a Swiss painter and 
illustrator who has been called the "national painter" of Switzerland because of his 

enduringly popular depictions of 19th-century Swiss village life.  
Born in Ins where he and Auguste Bachelin, later a fellow artist, took early drawing 

lessons with Louis Wallinger in 1845–48.  Afterwards, he studied theology, beginning in 
1851 in Bern and continuing at the university of Halle, Germany.  But in Germany he was 
inspired by the great art collections, and in 1854 he convinced his father to agree to an 
artistic career.  In Neuchâtel he got his name Albert, because it was much easier to 

pronounce for 
his French 
speaking 
classmates.  
During his 
studies, Anker 
produced a 
series of works 
with historical 
and biblical 
themes, 
including 
paintings of 
Luther and 
Calvin.  Soon 
after returning 
to Ins, though, 
he turned to 
what would 
become his 
signature 
theme: the 
everyday life of 

people in rural communities.  His paintings depict his fellow citizens in an unpretentious 
and plain manner, without idealizing country life,  

mailto:maryperry2@me.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illustrator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ins,_Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Auguste_Bachelin&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Louis_Wallinger&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halle,_Saxony-Anhalt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Be Thou My Vision  
Gospel Response Forgive Our Sins, As We Forgive  Tune St. Anne 
Offertory Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Closing Hymn Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
 

Forgive Our Sins, As We Forgive 
 

M artin Luther King, Jr. once said, "Forgiveness is not an occasional act, it is a 
constant attitude."  Accepting and giving forgiveness may be one of the most 

important aspects of living.  The Absolution is one of the most significant parts of Christian 
worship: "forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ."  These words may offer 
healing and hope for many in worship, even beyond anything else said or sung.  Forgiveness 
is not only a personal way of living, but also an attribute of societies.  How many times do 
we observe centuries of hate and hurt that, because of the inability to forgive, continue to 
fester and cause suffering, death, and destruction? 

Portions of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) have been cited in many hymns.  With 
"Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive" by Rosamond Herklots (1905-
1987), we receive a full treatment of Matthew 6:12: "And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." (KJV) Luke 11:4 states: 
"And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is 
indebted to us."  "Trespasses" first appeared in William Tyndale’s 
translation in 1526 and was retained for use in the first Book of 
Common Prayer in English in 1549.  The English Language 
Liturgical Consultation (1988), a group of ecumenical liturgists in 
the English-speaking world, proposed "and forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us."  A companion Scripture is 
Colossians 3:13, "bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive" (ESV). 
 The Companion to Hymns and Psalms (1988), the companion 
to the 1983 Methodist hymnal used in England, provides the 

origins of this hymn: 
This hymn was written in June 1966 and printed soon afterward in the parish 

magazine of St. Mary’s Church, Bromley, Kent.  The idea of the hymn had 
occurred to Miss Herklots when she was digging out weeds in her nephew’s 
garden; she reasoned that their deep roots, obstructing the growth of the flowers 
near them, resembled the bitterness and resentment that can become entrenched 
and hinder the Christian’s growth in grace. 

Herklots' language is potent in describing the blessings we miss when our "heart . . . 
broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart" (stanza two) In stanza three, she 
contrasts the "trivial debts [that] are owed to us" with "our great debt to [Christ]!" 

 

 

 

†  Transforming 
Stewardship 

 

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.”       Luke 11:9 

 

J esus assures us that if we ask Him, 
God will take care of what we need.  

The problem is that in our culture we often 
confuse what we really need with what we 
simply want.  Many people need very little.  
However, we usually want so much more.  A good 
steward only asks God for what he needs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvIBlJD0exs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VV6oKRmvb18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-bIPnFDscM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
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Greeters 
Needed 

 

Greeting people in a 
warm way makes them 
feel good about their 
presence in church. 

 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for 

people who feel called 
to serve in this 

important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in 
becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam 

Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

 †  Your Commissioning 

God has saved me through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 

God heals me. 

God makes me whole. 

God makes me holy. 

God puts my life back together again. 

God calls me to this work. 

I, (your name), am a messenger of this message. 

I will not be distracted. 

I will not be diverted. 

I will give myself, body, soul, spirit, with every fiber of my being to this calling. 

Amen.                - Rev. Julie Mudge 

From the Mission Committee:  

Thank you to all the St. Paul's family for your generous support of the 

Hopeline Change for Change Baby Bottle Campaign.  When all the bottles 

were collected, St. Pauls was able to send $2,202.50 to Hopeline! 

The Single Plank 
Jul 20, 2016 | Food For Thought 
 

W hen Mr. M’Laren of Edinburgh was dying, Mr. Gustart, 
his associate pastor, paid him a visit, and inquired of 

him, “What are you now doing, my brother?”  The strong and 
earnest response of the dying minister was, “I’ll tell you what 
I am doing, brother; I am gathering together all my prayers, 
all my sermons, all my good deeds, all my ill deeds; and I am 
going to throw them all overboard, and swim to glory on the 
single plank of free grace.” 
 

- from “Death-bed Scenes: Or, Dying With and Without 
Religion, Designed to Illustrate the Truth and Power of 

Christianity”, Edited by Davis Wasgatt Clark, 1851.  

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://sacredsandwich.com/category/food-for-thought/
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†  Men’s Bible Study 

J oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study!  

It is based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for 

Everyone.  In this study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around 

Mark and allows us to feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's 

Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  Wright helps us to find it full 

of interest and delight, with a powerful message that comes home to 

the church to today and tomorrow just as much as it did to the church 

of yesterday.  All the studies are available on our LiveStream and 

YouTube channels. 

†  Sanctuary Lamp 
 

T he red lit Candle that hangs down directly 

behind the altar is a sanctuary lamp.  A 

sanctuary lamp is a lamp or candle which burns near 

the Aumbry to indicate the presence of the reserved 

sacrament. 

Following ancient custom, the Book of Common 

Prayer provides that the consecrated bread and wine 

may be reserved for the communion of the sick or 

others who for "weighty cause" could not be present at 

the celebration or for administration of communion by 

a deacon to a congregation when a priest is 

unavailable (pp. 408-409).  The sacrament may also be 

reserved on Maundy Thursday for communion on 

Good Friday.  It is customary to keep the consecrated 

elements in a tabernacle or an aumbry or covered with 

a veil on a table or altar.  A lamp or candle burns 

nearby to announce the presence of the reserved 

sacrament.  This light is known as a sanctuary lamp if 

the reservation is near the altar.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Dorothy Day Ministry 
 

E very second Thursday of the month, 
it’s St. Paul’s turn to cook and serve 

meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality 
House in Danbury.  
Please consider 
helping out in this 
vital ministry.  
Contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris or Don 
Winkley for more 
info.  

A n exciting new 

Rector’s Forum 

is underway.  Jay Trott is 

leading us in a study of 

Solomon's Song of Songs, a 

beautiful love poem found 

right in the middle of the Bible.  It 

is a poem about romantic love, which 

was created by God for our pleasure 

and development, and best of all it is a 

poem about the love of Christ for his 

bride, the church, beautified by his 

sacrifice on the cross.  The 

Song of Songs is considered 

one of the most difficult 

books in the Bible to 

interpret, but it can also be 

one of the most rewarding 

for those who love Christ, 

because it is a tender and 

profound expression of this love.  Our 

goal will be to talk about the two 

aspects of love that it shows and what 

they mean for us today.  Please join us 

in the Guild Room at 9:30. 

Mark’s Gospel Is Coming 

to St. Paul’s. 

September 23 & 24 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

As It Is in Heaven 
 

 Hosea 1:2-10 

I n our opening lection the prophet Hosea takes a prostitute to be his wife, exemplifying 
God’s enduring love for a transgressing people.  Gomer, daughter of Diblaim, bears three 

children to Hosea and each is given a name symbolic of God’s dealings with the northern 
kingdom of Israel.  Yet despite the unfaithfulness of the people, God will gather Israel and Judah 
once more into one and bless them as  children of the living God. 

 Psalm 85 
The psalm both celebrates and prays for the Lord’s gracious favor, God’s forgiveness, 

deliverance, and justice. 
 Colossians 2:6-19 
In this lesson the new disciples at Colossae are urged to remain rooted in Christ, letting 

nothing detract from his uniqueness and preeminence.  The 
Colossians were apparently tempted to worship the pagan star-
gods along with Jesus, and also to accept basic Jewish practices 
such as circumcision as necessary to salvation.  But God has 
revealed the fullness of divinity in Christ, who has triumphed 
over all such gods.  The record of our sin and debt to law have 
been nailed to the cross.  Ours is a far better spiritual 
circumcision found through dying to our sinful self and being 
made alive with Christ.  

 Luke 11:1-13 
In the gospel lesson Jesus teaches his disciples about prayer 

and the character of God as Father.  This shorter version of the 
Lord’s Prayer is the earliest known to us.  Its concern is both 
with present life and with readiness for the coming reign of 
God.  Jesus’ two little stories encourage his followers 
continually to ask in prayer and to expect the good gifts of God, 
especially the Holy Spirit. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

E very creature under heaven gets the same 

message.  Don't be distracted and walk away 

from a gift like this!  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for The Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as well. 

 

Luke 11:1-13 
Up till this point who has said 

anything about asking for the 

Holy Spirit?  Up till now, it's all 

been about bread and forgiveness 

and not being tested and asking 

and seeking and knocking.  But 

now all of a sudden it's about the 

Holy Spirit.  What are we to 

make of this?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp12_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Dot Blake, Joan Kirner and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Salisbury; St. John’s, Sandy Hook; 
Trinity, Seymour; Christ Church, Sharon. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Parish office volunteers. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Gary Stein, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. George Hall, Jay Lawrence, 
Alex, Roger Kovacs & Lee Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Burkina Faso; the people of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau; our sister and 
brother members of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service; and Jim serving at Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan. 
.....St. John’s Church (Sandy Hook) F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of July. 
.....Walnut Hill Community, Bethel, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery. 
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery. 
.....Jim Megura, continued healing from recent heart surgery, continued progress in his 
rehabilitation and thanksgiving for his return to church. 
     Sandy Chaleski, presently in a rehab hospital in Florida after falling and getting a 
compression fracture of a vertebrae, pray for healing of back, and better pain control. 
.....Travel safety for Richard; Wisdom and healing for health issues for Judy, Griffin, 
Barbara, Eddie and Anthony.  
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer. 
.....The Mission of the Church. 
.....John was just diagnosed with stage 4 liver cancer and given only days to live.  Pray for 
comfort and peace for the family as they all deal with this shocking news. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Fr. Mike Schmitz --  
 

“3 Things to Know About The 
Sign of the Cross” 

http://www.stjohnssalisbury.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-johns-episcopal-church-sandy-hook-ct
http://trinityseymour.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://www.christchurchsharon.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burkina_Faso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea-Bissau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communion_of_Reformed_Evangelical_Churches
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-johns-episcopal-church-sandy-hook-ct
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
http://www.walnuthillcc.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/8.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRDCWacBAcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRDCWacBAcY


18  

 
 

 

(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Sandy 
Chadwick, Dorothy Crocker, Steve 

Hemming, Carolyn Legg, Diane Loring, Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Reyna 
Sampson, John 
Sarver, Joe Shepley, 
Sarah Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill and 
Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   

Totally Random Fact of the Week! 
 

D id you know ….. that Henry Piggott's 

gravestone at St Giles' Church, 

Horsted Keynes, West Sussex, states that he 

was born on December 30, 1715 and died on 

March 7, 1715?  

Above, Sir Arthur joins forces 

with our St. Paul’s Prayer Shawl 

ministry in sharing God’s love 

among us. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Church,_Horsted_Keynes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Church,_Horsted_Keynes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Sussex

