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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  Our First and Foremost Call 
 

God reigns over the nations (Psalm 47:8) 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I magine negotiating with Attila the Hun, and winning!  That is exactly what happened in 
the 5th century by the saint we remember today, Leo the Great (see pg 10 for more on 

Leo).  He lived at a time of economic and political upheaval, with barbarians literally at the 
gates of Rome.  Many wondered whether or not the Western Roman Empire could survive. 
 

Leo's success was his faithfulness in knowing that despite the turmoil all around him, 
acknowledging that God reigns over all human empire and enterprise gave him the strength 
to lead his people in peace.  We do well to follow his example today, whatever we are 
responsible for, where faithfulness to the Lord first and foremost is our call. 
 

The world around us has changed, and continues to change.  What does not change is God.  
And so all will be well, always, for God reigns.  I close with a prayer of strength from our 
evening service called, Compline: 
 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us so that we who are wearied by the changes 
and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

Rejoice, for 
our future 
together is 
always bright 
as we are 
following 
Jesus, the 
Light of the 
World. 
 
Faithfully, 

 

Please remember to 

bring your Covenant 

Cards to church on 

Sunday.  There will be 

extras on the back table 

as well.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
http://www.bcponline.org/


2  

 

 



 3 

 

†  Things You Need to Know for this Week 
 

 1a.  Lots of Youth Group happenings - This Saturday at 9 am 
they are having their Fall Cleanup / Service Day. 

 1b.  On Sunday the youth are having a Mission Trip info 
meeting at 9:30 am in the youth room 

 2.  Thanksgiving Food Baskets - Don’t forget to bring your donations and 
place them in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

 

†  In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum 
continues with the Gospel of John.  The last 

of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes 
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological 
framework while being accessible to all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this 

exciting Bible study, and expect to be 
transformed by the Living Word. 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 10 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Nov 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  9:00 am - Youth Group Fall Cleanup / Service Day 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Nov 13 -  Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Mission Trip Meeting, Youth Room 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Nov 14 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) 

Tue, Nov 15 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall / Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Nov 16 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Nov 17 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Nov 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Nov 20 - Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

  12:00 pm - Pageant Rehearsal 

 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Walk Along the Straight Path 
by Steve Hemming 

 

He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the 
Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.” John 1:23 

 

W hen the Levites and priests asked him who he was, John the Baptist denied he was 
the Christ, but quoted Isaiah 40:3 when he told them that he was the one 

predestined to proclaim His coming.  As you eagerly await the return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, are you walking on the right path? 

Yogi Berra, the Hall of Fame catcher from the New York Yankees once said; “You’ve 
got to be very careful if you don’t know where you are going, because you might not get 
there.”  As believers in the Lord, what steps can we take to be assured we are going in the 
right direction as we anticipate His coming for us soon? 

FOLLOW JESUS - He is the way, the truth, and the life.  There is no other way to the 
Father in heaven, but only through Jesus (John 14:6).  Simply put, Jesus is the door.  
Anyone who enters by Him will be saved (John 10:9). 

ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE - Jesus warns us to walk through this 
gate, “for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to 
life, and there are few who find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)  As Christians, we are called to 
forsake all foolishness and live, and go in the way of understanding (Proverbs 9:6). 

PROCEED STRAIGHT AHEAD - DO NOT TURN TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE 
LEFT - We are called to meditate continually upon God’s word, and do according to all it 
commands us to do, in order that we may prosper wherever we go (Joshua 1:7-8). 
Additionally, we need to keep our eyes fixed straight ahead as we consider the path before 
us, and remove our feet from evil (Proverbs 4:25-27). 

TRAVEL ON THE RIGHT HIGHWAY - Proverbs 16:7 tells us the highway of the 
upright is to depart from evil, and those who keep their way, will preserve their soul.  Isaiah 
35:8 refers to this route as the “Highway of Holiness,” where the unclean shall not pass 
through on this road. 

TRUST IN HIM, NOT YOURSELF - As Proverbs 3:5-6 promises, when we put our 
complete trust in the Lord, and not lean on our own understanding, but instead acknowledge 
Him in all our ways, He will direct our paths.  When we submit ourselves to Him, God will 
go before us and make our crooked places straight and remove the obstacles in our way 
(Isaiah 45:2). 

When we wholly seek the Lord for direction, He will be faithful to lead us along the 
right path. 

 

“I will instruct 
you and teach you 
in the way you 
should go; I will 
guide you with My 
eye.”  Psalm 32:8 
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U sually when we think about stepping out in our faith with God, we 

associate it with a call to action or a call to embrace something out 

of our comfort zone.  However, we tend to forget that God can also give us 

an assignment to rest.  I have been struggling with this call as, in 

the past, I always viewed refraining from action as my own fear 

holding me back.  I had never linked a leap of faith with 

something so docile as rest.  Following God into an area of 

discomfort is just as important as following him into an area of 

relaxation.  Sometimes God needs us to rest in his presence for 

him to reveal Himself and His words to us.  If we are always 

searching for a call to action we might never seize the opportunity to 

grow closer to him, which He lays before us.  So the next time any of us 

are called to rest, let us not be tempted to ignore it in fear of falling into idleness, for in God, 

rest is not idleness; it is peace. 

Isaiah 26:3 

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. 
 

Zephaniah 3:17 

The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, 

he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing. 
 

Psalm 23:2 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quit waters/ 
 

- Sarah Shepley, Editor, The Wooden Door 
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†  Vestry Meeting 
October 12th 

Opening: David Williams opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Ron 
Switzer led a Bible study on Mark 4:26-29 
and Jude 12.  We plant a lot of “seeds”, God 
supports the harvest if we plant the right 
seeds.  Some of us are in the autumn of our 
lives; God supports all our “cycles” of life.  
When life’s autumn arrives, we look back 
and better understand the way God led us; 
but we still have work to do - the best and 
fullest.  Jack Collins gave his testimony, how 
his parents didn’t go to church or take him, 
he went to church with neighbors and others 
and experienced baptism in the Spirit.  His 
struggles through life eventually led him 
back to Brookfield.  God led him to St. 
Paul’s on a healing Sunday where he felt the 
closeness of God and the support of the 
people here. He knows God is in control and 
turns his life over to God every day. He is 
grateful for St. Paul’s and for being part of 
the music ministry here.  The September 
minutes were approved as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report: We are $15,000 
further behind this year over last year on 
expenses exceeding income.  Endowments 
are up 12% for the year . 
 

Committee Reports:  Written reports were 
submitted by Dave Allen for Property; Mary 
Perry on Healing Team, Stephen Ministry, 
Health and Wellness and Beyond the Red 
Door; and Ron Switzer on Mission. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr Joe reported we are 
off to a good start this fall.  Trunk or Treat 
will be held on October 23rd in the meadow 
with treats, games and a bouncy house.  Joel 

Eidsness from Jericho 
will preach on October 
16th.  Don Parker from the 
Order of St. Luke will 
preach on October 30th.  
There will be several baptisms on November 
6th.  Covenant Sunday will be November 13th.  
There are four Bible studies currently at St. 
Paul’s - pray for more and more Bible 
studies here that we may study and know the 
word.  Pray for more people to enter the Red 
Doors and that we will take Christ out to 
them. 
 

Old Business: The Church Growth 
Discernment Committee is on track, the next 
meeting will be the second Tuesday in 
November.  The committee will report back 
at the December Vestry meeting. 
 

New Business: There is a group raising 
funds for Bible replacement and to have 
Bibles available to give away both here and 

through The Red Door, etc.  The 
Vestry approved a sale of goods 
from Trades of Hope, a Christian 
organization represented by Patrick 
O’Connors’ sister Susan Johnston, 
to be held on November 6th 
between and after the services.  Bill 
Schrull will be going to Kenya in 

January to assist in setting up computer 
classrooms for a college there that includes a 
seminary.  Dorothy Blake left St. Paul’s a 
life insurance policy, the Finance Committee 
recommends that the funds be used for 
outreach and evangelism, the Vestry 
approved this recommendation.  Topic for 
next month: Is St. Paul’s bearing fruit and 
how do we measure it. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:16 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Nov 13th 8 am - Lois Hunt 10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
Nov 20th 8 am - Maier’s 10:30 am - Beth Beck 
Nov 27th 8 am - Kovac’s 10:30 am - Dot Crocker 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B eth Trott celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for 

Gail Crisalli.  Bake a cake for Sheri Brought & 

Walter Von Egidy on Saturday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

 

†  Resident Training Program Helps Reset Life’s Course 
 

J onathan Lees can look back over his life and see exactly why and how it got off 
course, leading to his struggles with crippling anxiety, isolation, and alcohol abuse. 

But today, because of the ministry of Good Samaritan Mission and Discipleship House, 
he can look forward and see a future filled with hope.  He does not take that lightly and is 
grateful for a second chance at recovery at Jericho Partnership’s ministry, after a short, 
aborted stint two years ago. 

“The biggest mistake I made was leaving here,” he said.  “But I 
really like it here this time.  I’m in a 12 Step Christian program 
because it’s important for me to be in the Word.  I’m lost without it.  
The peace and love that I get from the people here - I can’t even tell 
you.  Mark (Grasso, GSM’s executive director) welcomed me with 
open arms and an undying love.” 

This time, Jonathan, 53, is about five months into treatment as a 
resident of the rescue-mission, and is finding ways to grow while he 
is here.  He’s taken a leadership role coordinating the weekly Community Lunch that 
Discipleship House residents prepare and serve to the homeless men and women who stay at 
GSM’s shelter on Maple Avenue.  Jonathan says he welcomes the opportunity to share his 
faith and a word of encouragement with the men and women who come in. 

He’s also part of a new Resident Training program, which allows him the opportunity to 
go out into the 
community with a GSM 
staff member and talk 
with people - even those 
considered potential 
consumers of GSM’s 
services - about his 
experience at 
Discipleship House. 
“I just got tired of being 
where I was for so long,” 
Jonathan said of his 
decision to take part in 
Resident Training.  “I 
just wanted to get closer 
to God and be where I 
was serving Him 
more….  And giving 
back to others.  I asked 
Him, ‘how can I get past 
my fear of crowds… how 
could I get to a place 
where I could be IN the 
world, but not OF it.’  
This is where He led 
me.” 

“It was a blessing to have Jonathan return to GSM and see the heart he has developed for 
serving others,” Mark Grasso said.  “It is also terrific to see the Lord developing him as a 
leader, which is one of those great signs of transformation that we love to see in someone.” 

PRS 10/24 e-mail 
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

†  Ladies Evening Bible Study 
New Study Has Begun 

 

A new study has just begun.  It meets approximately every two weeks.  Upcoming 
dates in November are the 8th and 29th, 7 - 8:30 pm in the Guild Room. 
 

 Twelve Women of the Bible: Life changing stories for 
women today based on Teaching from Lysa Terkeurst and 
Elisa Morgan, Jeanne Stevens, Amena Brown, Naomi 
Zacharias & Jonalyn Fincher. 
 

We will learn about the triumph and failures of Mary 
Magdalene, Rebekah, Hannah and nine of women, learning 
how to 
 

Apply biblical lessons to your own modern-day 
struggles; 

Live through failures as well as successes; 
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials; 
Find lasting contentment; 
Overcome rejection and insecurity 
And much more. 

 

Through twelve sessions, each focused on one biblical 
woman, this fresh look at the women in the Bible helps 
women discover new insights and provides a powerful 
witness to God’s gracious love that will leave you 
feeling challenged, encouraged, and deeply valued. 
 
To order you book, you may go to the following link.  
 
If you need a book ordered, please contact Dori McManus at (203) 788-1977 or 

dorimcmanus@snet.net  

†  Brookfield Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

2 pm Sunday, Nov. 20, at Newbury Congregational 
 

B rookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide ecumenical service 

will be held on Sunday, November 20th at 7:30 pm at the 

Newbury Congregational Church. 

This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield Ecumenical 

Clergy group.  Our newest Brookfield clergy addition, Father Eric 

Silva of St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church will deliver the Thanksgiving message. 

The combined choirs of Brookfield churches will contribute special music, and worship 

leaders from the various congregations will lead portions of the service.  A time of 

fellowship and refreshment will be offered afterwards. 

 We hope you will join us for this historic 

Thanksgiving celebration, which began with a Union 

Thanksgiving Service led by the Congregational Church 

and St. Paul's Episcopal in 1896. 

 An offering will benefit the 

Emergency Fuel Assistance Fund of 

Brookfield Social Services. 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/twelve-participants-guide-changing-stories-today/lysa-terkeurst/9780310691617/pd/691617?item_code=WW&event=CART
mailto:dorimcmanus@snet.net
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†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no 
changes if you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is 
simple using the following steps below. 

1. Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 
2.Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left of the home page. 
3.Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. 
4.After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 10th 
 

Leo the Great 
Bishop of Rome, 461 

 

L eo I (440-461) and Gregory I (590-604) are the only two bishops 
of Rome commonly called "the Great."  Leo, at a time when 

the capital of the Empire had been moved to Constantinople, and the 
government even in Italy no longer had its headquarters at Rome, 
was the most important official in the city.  To him fell such prosaic 
tasks as supervising the distribution of grain imports and 
reorganizing the municipal fire department.  When Attila and the 
Huns invaded Italy in 452, he negotiated their withdrawal, and 
when Gaiseric (or Genseric) the Vandal captured Rome three years 
later, it was Leo who prevented the total destruction of the city.  It 
is perhaps not surprising that the theory of papal supremacy gained 
much ground in his day. 

In his day there were disagreements about the correct way to state the 
truth that Jesus Christ is both God and man.  In 449 Leo wrote a letter 
(known as the Tome of Leo) to Bishop Flavian of Constantinople, in which he affirmed that 
Christ has two Natures in one Person.  The letter was read in 451 by the Council of 
Chalcedon (the fourth Ecumenical Council), and judged by them to be sound doctrine.  It 
contributed much to the creedal statements of that council. 

Leo's influence on church government will naturally get mixed reviews.  But for his 
defense of the belief that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, all 
Christians may thank God. 

From a sermon by Leo the Great: 
Although the universal Church of God is constituted of distinct orders of 

members, still, in spite of the many parts of its holy body, the Church 
subsists as an integral whole, just as the Apostle says: we are all one in 
Christ. . . 

For all, regenerated in Christ, are made kings by the sign of the cross; 
they are consecrated priests by the oil of the Holy Spirit, so that beyond the 
special service of our ministry as priests, all spiritual and mature Christians 
know that they are a royal race and are sharers in the office of the priesthood. 
For what is more king-like that to find yourself ruler over your body after 
having surrendered your soul to God? And what is more priestly than to 
promise the Lord a pure conscience and to offer him in love unblemished 
victims on the altar of one's heart? 

written by James Kiefer 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gregory_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishops_of_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishops_of_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantinople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Huns
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Huns
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaiseric
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vandals
http://www.ewtn.com/faith/teachings/incac1.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archbishop_Flavian_of_Constantinople
http://interoz.com/egypt/chiste4.htm
http://interoz.com/egypt/chiste4.htm
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Not that we do not have the right.  Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model 
for you, so that you might imitate us.”   2 THESSALONIANS 3:9 

 

S tewards who live a grateful and 
generous lifestyle don’t go around 

bragging about it.   But through their 
actions and words, others do take notice.  
They notice because of the joy and peace 
that results and other people desire this in 
their own life.  Know that the way you live 
your life may be the only interaction others 
have with the Christian faith. 

†  Veterans Day 
 

T omorrow, November 11, is Veterans Day, and the Rt. 
Rev. James Magness, the Episcopal Church’s bishop 

for Armed Forces and Federal Ministries, urges congregations 
to “remember veterans of all wars in music, readings and 
prayers.” 

Veterans Day was first celebrated as “Armistice Day” in 
1919, when President Woodrow Wilson commemorated the 
first anniversary of the armistice ending World War I, at “the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month” in 1918. 

President Wilson declared: 
“The reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with 

solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s 
service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the 
thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given 
America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the 
nations.” 

Armistice Day became a national holiday in 1938, and in 1954 Congress replaced the 
word “Armistice” with “Veterans.” 

 

Prayer for Veterans 

T oday we remember all of our veterans past 
and present.  We ask for the healing of those 

who have been wounded in body and soul, wounds 
both visible and invisible.  We pray for those who 
have returned and those who are returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan, for those who served in Vietnam, 
Korea and World War II and live with injured 
bodies and traumatized spirits to receive your solace 
and healing.  We ask that those who are unable to 
pray for themselves will receive the blessings of our 
prayers offered on their behalf.  Bring peace to those 
places where our women and men have fought.  
Bless those who served in non-combatant roles.  
May their service continue in their lives and may 
that service be positive for all of us. 

Give us the vision to see a world in which all grow 
weary with war and fighting, and turn their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  
These things we ask in the name of the Prince of 
Peace.  Amen. 

- The Rt. Rev. James Magness, bishop for Armed Forces and Federal Ministries 

Veterans Day 2009 in Okinawa, Japan 

(Photo by Joshua J. Wahl)  
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‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will 

hand you over to __________ and prisons, and you will be 

brought before kings and governors because of my name.  

Luke 21:12 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke21%3A12&version=NRSVA
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I n this time around Veteran’s Day, let us 
remember all who have served (or now 
serve) in our country’s Armed Forces: 

“O Judge of the nations, we remember before 
you with grateful hearts the men and women 
of our country who in days of decision 
ventured much for the liberties we now 
enjoy…” (BCP, p. 830).  May part of our faith 
journeys be the willingness to pursue peace, 
and to work for the Kingdom day when the 
sacrifices of way no longer need to be made. 

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Monday, November 14th 
 

Samuel Seabury 
First American Bishop, 1976 

 

S amuel Seabury, the first Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 
was born in Groton, Connecticut, November 30, 1729.  

After ordination in England in 1753, he was assigned, as a 
missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, to 
Christ Church, New Brunswick, New Jersey.  In 1757, he became 
rector of Grace Church, Jamaica, Long Island, and in 1766 rector 
of St. Peter’s, Westchester County.  During the American Revolution, he remained loyal to 
the British crown, and served as a chaplain in the British army. 

After the Revolution, a secret meeting of Connecticut clergymen in nearby Woodbury at 
Glebe House, on March 25, 1783, named Seabury or the Rev. 
Jeremiah Leaming, whichever would be able or willing, to seek 
episcopal consecration in England.  Leaming declined; Seabury 
accepted, and sailed for England. 
 After a year of negotiation, Seabury found it impossible to 
obtain episcopal orders from the Church of England because, as an 
American citizen, he could not swear allegiance to the crown.  He 
then turned to the Non-juring bishops of the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland.  On November 14, 1784, in Aberdeen, he was consecrated 
by the Bishop and the Bishop Coadjutor of Aberdeen and the 
Bishop of Ross and Caithness, in the presence of a number of the 
clergy and laity.  On his return home, Seabury was recognized as 

Bishop of Connecticut in Convocation on August 3, 1785, at Middletown.  With Bishop 
William White, he was active in the organization of the Episcopal Church at the General 
Convention of 1789.  With the support of William Smith 
of Maryland, William Smith of Rhode Island, William 
White of Pennsylvania, and Samuel Parker of Boston, 
Seabury kept his promise, made in a concordat with the 
Scottish bishops, to persuade the American Church to 
adopt the Scottish form for the celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist. 

In 1790 Seabury became responsible for episcopal 
oversight of the churches in Rhode Island; and at the 
General Convention of 1792 he participated in the first 
consecration of a bishop on American soil, that of John 
Claggett of Maryland.  Seabury died on February 25, 
1796, and is buried beneath St. James’ Church, New 
London.   Seabury home in New London 

Embedded in 

the top of our 

altar is a stone 

from Aberdeen, 

Scotland, 

inscribed 

“Aberdeen 

1784.” 

http://www.theglebehouse.org/
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†  Pray It Up 
 
Notice the Red and White prayer request cards in the pew?  

Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the red bowl on 
the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that 
request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

Name Tags - Please 
be courteous to your 
fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, 
visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them 
and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well.  It’s the neighborly thing 
to do! 

†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items 
you would enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make 

up baskets for the same families who will be 
receiving the gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree.  
We will need two family-sized turkeys to be 
donated.  While you shop, if you could please choose 
any items from the following list: 

Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner 
Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or 
Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet 
Potatoes, Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or Canned 
Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper 
Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, 
Nuts. 

All food donations are due by 
Sunday, November 20th.  Once the food 
donations have come in, we will need volunteers 
to divide the food into the baskets for the families.  Please speak with Barbara DeAnzeris, 
203-775-3722. 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

B ut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

        Acts 1:8 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8&version=ESV
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the HomelessSocks & Toiletries for the Homeless   
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only 

pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once 
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the 
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place 
donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

Brookfield Ecumenical Caroling Concert 
7 pm Saturday, December 17, at St. Joseph Church 

 

O nce again, our choir leaders unite to bring us together with 
our fellow townspeople who want to share the joy of the 

Advent season with music.  We will be able to listen to our various 
bell and vocal choirs both separately and together and to sing the 
familiar carols of our faith.  Again, a free-will offering will go to the 
Fuel Fund of Brookfield Social Services, to help our neighbors in 
need stay warm all winter. 

I 
f you have recently celebrated your 70th birthday, you may now be 

eligible, at age 70 and a half, to make a tax-free distribution from 

your individual retirement account to St. Paul's.  Congress has 

permanently extended the IRS charitable rollover provisions.  Any amount 

up to $100,000 can be distributed from your IRA to St. Paul's, without 

increasing your taxes.  When the donation is transferred directly from 

your IRA account, it is not considered federally taxable income for you, 

but it does count toward your required minimum distribution.  If you are in need of a 

sample letter that you may use to request an IRA rollover gift from your IRA administrator, 

please contact Beth Miller in our parish office at bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com  

mailto:bethmiller.st.paul@gmail.com
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†  "As for these things that you see, the days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; 

all will be thrown down."       

 

Still interested in going with our group to Israel after Christmas?  

Contact David Szen ASAP,  dszen@yahoo.com. 

†  The Second Temple   
 

T he image that many of us have of Jerusalem is 
that of the famous golden dome on the Temple 

Mount.  But that would not be familiar to Jews 2,000 
years ago as the “Dome of the Rock” was built in 691 
AD. 
 In this week’s Gospel, the 
temple the disciples were 
familiar with would be the 
Second Temple.  It was 
constructed starting in 516 BC, 
replacing Solomon’s Temple 
(or the First Temple) which 
was destroyed in 586 BC. 
 Our trips to Israel include a 

very educational stop at the Israel Museum which features a 
magnificent model of the City of Jerusalem and the Second Temple.  

The model depicts 
the city as it would 
been during Jesus’ time and shows the 
temple as it would have been renovated by 
King Herod (it is also known as Herod’s 
Temple). 
 Ongoing archeological digs have 
uncovered 
remains of 
archways 
and 
staircases 
that lead to 
the temple 
as well as 
coins, 
pottery, 
inscriptions 
and other 
artifacts 
dating from 2,000 years ago. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KixMcMJ7jf0
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KixMcMJ7jf0
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Pantocrator - Christ 

1600 
Greco, 1541?-1614 

Painting 
National Gallery of Scotland 

 

T his magnificent painting by El Greco offers a portrait of Christ as the ruler, the 
resurrected presence, who in God form, speaks to us.  The scripture reading for this 

Sunday from Luke is a hard one, in 
which Jesus warns his disciples of hard 
tests ahead.  This painting provides a 
vision of a savior who will sustain, and 
in the end, triumph over suffering and 
death. 
 The Encyclopedia of the Middle Ages, 
Volume 1, 1995, pg. 1077, offers this 
explanation of the early development of 
the theology and iconography of the 
Pantocrator tradition: "Eymologically, 
the Greek word "pantocrator" means "all-
ruler."  It was used regularly in the 
Septuagint to translate the Hebrew 
"Sabaoth", an attribute of Jahweh.  When 
the Christian profession of faith was 
formulated in Greek, the term 
Pantocrator was applied to God the 
Father, but translated into Latin as 
"omnipotens."  Thus Pantocrator was 
taken to mean all-powerful rather than all
-ruler...Omnipotence was also attributed 
to the Holy Spirit, but more particularly 
to God the Son who, as it were, usurped 
the attribute, so that by the 12th century 
it was applied to Christ almost 
exclusively. 
 In this El Greco painting, the 
complex gesture of God-in-Christ's right 
hand has its own rich tradition of 
meaning.  His left hand rests on a globe/
orb, supporting the ruler of all attribute. 

 

 

 

 

 

†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 
 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 11 at 
5:00 pm.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful 

service which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed 
with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way 
to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 

Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our 
special choir for this service.  Rehearsals are on the following three 
Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 21 & 28, Dec 5 and Thursday, Dec 8.  The 
only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas music, 
and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas 
music.  No previous participation in the music ministry required!  
Please contact Kirsten Peterson to join: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net


 19 

 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

J oin us on Monday nights for this amazing Men’s Bible study!  It is 

based on Bishop N. T. Wright’s book, Mark for Everyone.  In this 

study, N.T. Wright helps us find our way around Mark and allows us to feel 

the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospel in a way that is new and fresh.  

Wright helps us to find it full of interest and delight, with a powerful 

message that comes home to the church to today and tomorrow just as much 

as it did to the church of yesterday.  All the studies are available on our 

LiveStream and YouTube channels. 

 

†  Pray for Persecuted Christians 

Christians from around the world are facing persecution in unprecedented numbers. 

"At no other time in 

history have Christians 

been as persecuted as 

they are now," says Dr. 

Vernon Brewer, 

president and founder 

of the Christian 

humanitarian 

organization World 

Help, in a statement. 

"Some estimate 

more Christians have 

been martyred for their 

faith in the past century 

than in the previous 19 

combined, and 

persecution in the 

Middle East, Africa, 

and Asia seems to be on the rise." 

"Our next president is going to inherit a world that is as broken as it has ever been," 

Brewer says. "Our country will face the greatest refugee crisis we have seen since World 

War II, the threat of global terrorism, and sweeping persecution of religious minorities, 

especially Christians, in nations like Iraq, the place where Christianity was born.” 

“Therefore, we also pray this may be a time when we, as a nation, return to our Christian 

roots – both in policy and practice – and stand for all who are oppressed and in need.  May 

we continue to be a source of hope and a blessing for the world." 

International Christian Concern says, "The number one thing persecuted Christians ask 

for is prayer." 

ICC is urging Christians "to lead those around you, whether at church or coffee, to pray 

for those suffering for the Christian faith." 

As the Lord leads, please pray: 

• For Christian organizations holding special prayers for the protection of Christians in 

persecuted countries  

• For persecuted Christians worldwide  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCeuVsZU4QDXmrSd-8GrP3Q
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Fear Not” 
 

 Isaiah 65:17-25 

I n this prophetic reading we hear of a blessed time when God will overcome many of life’s 
shortcomings and frustrations.  A prophet probably wrote these words in a period after the 

people had returned from exile but while there was still much cause for discouragement.  A new 
order will come for Jerusalem.  No longer will children die young or workers not know the fruits 
of their labor.  Even the animals will enjoy the new age. 

 
 Canticle 9 (The First Song of Isaiah) 
A canticle of praise announcing the vindication of those who have placed their confidences 

in the Lord God. 
 
 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
In this lesson Paul deals with the problem of those who are so expectant 

that the Lord will come soon and are so meddlesome in the affairs of others 
that they have given up their daily work.  These individuals may have 
believed that they were already exalted to such a spiritual plane that 
mundane matters were no longer a concern for them.. This may seem like 
piety on their part, but it means they have become a problem for others.  
Paul reminds them of his own example and bluntly rules that such people 
should either work or else not eat. 

 
 Luke 21:5-19 
In the gospel passage the disciples are forewarned of the destruction on 

the Jewish temple and of great upheavals in the natural and supernatural 
order that must take place before the end of history.  There will be 
persecutions and divisions in families.  Individuals will appear claiming to be Jesus.  While in 
some passages the New Testament suggests that the end and fulfillment of human time will 
come quite unexpectedly, here the disciples are advised of a period of great tribulation when the 
powers of evil 
will make their 
final onslaught.  
In one sense this 
is poetic 
language used to 
describe the 
indescribable, but 
it insists that the 
ultimate meaning 
of life will finally 
be known. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

A  starting gate and a death sentence!  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our sermon archives as well. 

 

Luke 21:5-19 
Jesus doesn't promise us an 
easy life.  Instead, he tells us 
the truth.  And he promises 
us that the truth will set us 

free.  How are the words of 
this passage true and 

freeing for us? 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp28_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Choir Practice for Sword Points Readers 
(click on the red links below to begin your personal practice) 

 

Opening Hymn Thou Whose Almighty Word  
Gospel Response O Christ, the Word Incarnate  
Offertory Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of all Joy  
Closing Hymn Eternal Father, Strong to Save  

 

Lord of All Hopefulness, Lord of All Joy 

 

J oyce Torrens (1901-53), who wrote under the name 
of Jan Struther, became famous for a newspaper 

column in which she presented herself in the character of 
Mrs Miniver, a briskly sensible and humorous middle-
class woman whose spirit seemed to embody a certain sort 
of plucky Englishness. 

Mrs Miniver was turned into a film in 1942: heavily 
promoted in the USA, where it won the Oscar for Best 
Picture, it became crucial in the effort to woo American 
public opinion to support entry into the war against Hitler. 

There was not a single battle scene in the film, yet 
through its portrayal of the hardships suffered and 
overcome by a middle-class English family during the 
Blitz, it aroused the sympathy of ordinary Americans most 
effectively. 

This hymn was written in 1929 at the request of 
Torrens's London neighbor, Canon Percy Dearmer of 
Westminster Abbey, for his new edition of Songs of 
Praise. 

Dearmer was delighted by its success, announcing in Songs of Praise Discussed (1933) 
that he was "lately returned from a service of university students, who have speedily made it 
their favorite". 

J.R. Watson calls it "entirely characteristic of its age, forward-looking, non-doctrinal, 
non-sectarian" and highlights its decision - quite daring at the time - to replace "Thy" with 
"You".  Torrens herself - whose interest in Christianity was minimal - chose the shapely 
tune Slane, an old Irish melody. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhZGS7otB4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJAlZ7F7n1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnF5GBBOxqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNTz9rIxWHo
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joan Kirner and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....The 232nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut, meeting Nov. 19-20 in 
Hartford, CT. 
.....Peace in Israel, Jerusalem, and the Middle East. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Fr. 
George Hall, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Merlene, Mason, Roger Kovacs & Lee 
Rybos, continued healing. 
.....the people of Oman; the people of the Swiss Confederation; the Reformed Episcopal 
Church of Spain (E-P to the Archbishop of Canterbury); the Reformed Episcopal Church of 
Spain - (Spain) The Rt Revd Carlos López-Lozano; and our sister and brother members of 
the Methodist Church of Great Britain. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to 
come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the 
UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive 
Thanksgiving Dinner from basket collections during the month of 
November. 
.....Zion Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of 
the Jericho Partnership. 
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....Michelle, Joyce & John Sarver’s daughter, healing of cancer. 
.....Mary, Mike DeAnzeris’ mother, healing of her broken hip. 
.....Beth Miller’s mother, recovering from open heart surgery. 
.....Asta Smith, who is 104 and about to undergo heart surgery. 
     Sandy Chaleski, for healing of her back, and better pain control. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major surgery for throat cancer. 
.....Those in the Armed Forces of Our Country. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma. 

Almighty everliving God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we desire or deserve; pour upon us the abun-

dance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid, and giving us those things for which our prayer dares not ask.  Amen. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of 
Sword Points 

 

Benediction: 
Breathe 

 

Based on Isaiah 65 
and from the 
excellent Work of 
the People site  

Mason would like to thank his St. Paul’s family 

for their prayers as he makes a strong recovery 

at the Children’s Medical Center in Hartford. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=spain&dio=the-reformed-episcopal-church-of-spain&pos=bishop-of-spanish-reformed-episcopal-church&posID=6287
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church_of_Great_Britain
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/index
http://www.zpcct.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/25.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/breathe
http://www.theworkofthepeople.com/breathe
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† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray 
Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane 

Loring, Bill Loring, Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, 
Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

Here’s a scientific & weird 

fact that will seize your 

attention. 
 

D id you know ...... that 

there are 923 words in the 

English language that break the 

“I before E” rule?  Only 44 

words actually follow that rule. 

(And Christian Fellowship) 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_before_E_except_after_C#cite_note-stamper2011-4

