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Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

†  Rubbish for Christ 

 

  "That I May Gain Christ." (Philippians 3:8) 

 

Dear Friends, 

I n a world too often associated with addition, 
characterized by accumulation, upward mobility and 

striving, the Gospel challenges us to a life of 
subtraction in the form of letting go of ourselves and 
our things so that we may experience true gain, by 
grace alone. 

Counterintuitive as it may be in a culture 
infatuated by getting ahead, our hearts know deep 
down that our truest needs are never met apart 

from God.  St. Paul expressed this long ago: 
“What is more, I consider everything a loss 

compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost 
all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may 

gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8). 

Let go, and let God, as together, we gain Christ.  

Faithfully, 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Mar 12th 8 am - Greeley’s 10:30 am - NicoleO’Connors 
Mar 19th 8 am - Melody’s 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
Mar 26th 8 am - Allen’s 10:30 am - Amy Boyce 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

†  In the Beginning Was the Word 
 

E ach Sunday at 9:30, the Rector's Forum 
continues with the Gospel of John.  The last 

of the four Gospels to be written, it emphasizes 
Jesus' full divinity within a deeply theological 
framework while being accessible to all. 
Please join us in the Guild Room for this exciting 

Bible study, and expect to be transformed by the 
Living Word. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar   9 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Mar 12 -  Second Sunday in LentSecond Sunday in LentSecond Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Mon, Mar 13 - 7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 

  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Tue, Mar 14 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Parking Lot 

  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Mar 15 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

 - 6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall 

Thu, Mar 16 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 pm - Healing Team, Guild Room 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar 19 -  Third Sunday in LentThird Sunday in LentThird Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion 

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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† St. Paul's Lenten Series Began Last Night 

Strengthen Your Faith for Sharing the "Good News" With Others! 
 

T his year's Lenten series is a course called, "Cold Case Christianity," based on the 

book by a former homicide detective and atheist-turned-believer.  We are learning 

what he discovered about the Christian faith and 

how we can share our faith with confidence based 

on hard evidence. 

 Over forty people joined us for our opening 

session.  We begin 

each Wednesday 

evening, starting  

6:30 pm with our 

soup supper, and then 

the program will 

follow. 

 Here is one way 

we can put our 

common call to 

evangelism in action, 

as God continues 

"equipping the saints 

for ministry." 

(Ephesians 4:12). 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B enjamin Chaleski, Diane Mott & Helena Pinto celebrate 
tomorrow.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

JJJ   esus came to earth to help in God’s “rescue mission.”  In other words, esus came to earth to help in God’s “rescue mission.”  In other words, esus came to earth to help in God’s “rescue mission.”  In other words, 

Jesus came Jesus came Jesus came 

to help work out to help work out to help work out 

God’s dream for God’s dream for God’s dream for 

creation.  Look creation.  Look creation.  Look 

for ways through for ways through for ways through 

which you can which you can which you can 

also assist in also assist in also assist in 

helping to bring helping to bring helping to bring 

God’s dream God’s dream God’s dream 

closer to reality.  closer to reality.  closer to reality.  

How are you How are you How are you 

doing?doing?doing?   

     "The LORD watches over you -- the LORD is your _______ at your 

right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night." 

Psalm 121:5-6 NIV  

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+121:5-6&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Art in the Von Egidy Tradition 

 

W hile we have not quite figured out what the Von Egidy tradition is yet, the 

Burnham Library in Bridgewater is non-the-less exhibiting selected works 

of St. Paul’s artistic parishioner Walter Von Egidy through March 30th. 

Walter’s first image of surrealism was revealed to him at an early age in the 

vision of a bowling ball lying alone in the desert.  

Since then he has sought to create a personal 

universe through the mediums of super 8 

photoplays and enamel/oil paintings by 

combining a number of childhood 

influences: Memories of the fairy-tale like 

qualities in golden age horror films, the 

classic surrealist juxtaposition of unrelated 

objects and the exoticism of psychedelia.  

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, March 2nd 
 

Gregory 
Bishop of Nyssa, c. 394 

 

G regory was a man enchanted with Christ and dazzled by the meaning of his Passion.  
He was born in Caesarea about 334, the younger brother of 

Basil the Great, and, in his youth, was but a reluctant Christian. 
When he was twenty, the transfer of the relics of the Forty 

Martyrs of Sebaste to the family chapel at Annesi quickened 
Gregory’s faith, and he became a practicing Christian and a lector.  
He abandoned this ministry, however, to become a rhetorician like 
his father. 

His brother Basil, in his struggle against the Emperor Valens, 
compelled Gregory to become Bishop of Nyssa, a town ten miles 
from Caesarea.  Knowing himself to be unfit for the charge, Gregory 
described his ordination as the most miserable day of his life.  He 
lacked the important episcopal skills of tact and understanding, and 
had no sense of the value of money.  Falsely accused of embezzling 
Church funds, Gregory went into hiding for two years, not returning to his diocese until 
Valens died. 

Although he resented his brother’s dominance, Gregory was shocked by Basil’s death in 
379.  Several months later, he received another shock: his beloved sister Macrina was dying.  
Gregory hastened to Annesi and conversed with her for two days about death, and the soul, 
and the meaning of the resurrection.  Choking with asthma, Macrina died in her brother’s 
arms. 

The two deaths, while stunning Gregory, also freed him to develop as a deeper and 
richer philosopher and theologian.  He reveals his delight in the created order in his treatise, 
On the Making of Man.  He exposes the depth of his contemplative and mystical nature in 
his Life of Moses and again in his Commentary on the Song of Songs.  His Great Catechism 
is still considered second only to Origen’s treatise, On First Principles. 

In 381, Gregory attended the Second Ecumenical Council at Constantinople, where he 
was honored as the “pillar of the Church.”  In the fight for the Nicene faith, he was one of 
the three great Eastern theologians, known with Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, 
as the Cappadocian Fathers. 

"For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 

because law brings ______." 

Romans 4:14-15 NIV  

Walter Von Egidy is having an Art Reception "58 Blackbird Eggs from the Pink Grotto" on 
March 12th at the Burnham Library Main Street Bridgewater, from 3-5pm.  Pink Champagne and Pop Tarts will be 

served!  

http://burnhamlibrary.org/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Romans+4:14-15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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As a service to our 

readers we provide 

this song to help 

you remember to 

“Spring Ahead” this 

weekend.  Click on 

the clock below if 

you desire musical 

accompaniment. 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your 
father’s house to a land that I will show you.” Genesis 12:1 

 

G od calls all of us to leave behind our old ways and 

to follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him.  

Some of the old ways that we may have to struggle to leave 

behind might be materialism, selfishness and greed.  Yet 

God promises to show us a new land and a better way to 

live. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMVST9NtPRw
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

† Vestry Meeting 
February 8th 

Opening:  David Williams opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Mary Perry 
led a Bible study from the Maxwell 
Leadership Bible which takes leadership 
back to biblical truths. God leads, we follow, 
Acts 16:6-10. The Spirit led them where to 
go and where not to go, they discerned 
through the Spirit.  David Williams gave his 
testimony.  Born into an Irish Roman 
Catholic family and proud of it, he was 
practicing a religion, not a faith.  After 
marriage and children they moved and tried 
many parishes.  Eventually at an Episcopal 
church an eighteen year old gave his 
testimony about his personal relationship 
with Christ which was followed by an altar 
call.  David felt a strong desire to go up with 
Connie and he prayed to the Lord “I want it 
all, if this is of you, I want it all.”  The 
January minutes were approved as 
circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Income was up 
$2,000.00 from the same time last year. 
Investments are up 2% YTD. 
 

Committee Reports:  Mary Perry reported 
Beyond the Red Door is working on plans 
for locations for this year.  She has spoken to 
Don Parker from the Order of St. Luke about 
doing something with them in the fall.  John 
Tuthill reported that Evangelism: Cold Case 
Christianity will be the Lenten study this 
year beginning on Wednesday March 8th 
with a soup supper at 6:30 pm followed by 
the study at 7:15 pm. 
 

Rector’s Report:  The Vestry approved 

the Parochial Report.  
The men’s Bible study 
wrapped up on Feb. 6th.  
Fr. Joe gave his testimony 
about a day of evangelism.  
He had invited a person to church who came 
and filled out a card to meet with him.  He 
skyped with the evangelists we are 
connected with in Amsterdam.  He met with 
a bereaved widower who was not a believer 
and led him through a prayer of commitment 
to Jesus Christ.  Met with his mentor and 
told him about his morning then led the 
mentee through a prayer of commitment.  Fr. 
Joe went to the hospital to visit and took his 
mentee along to help with Sir Arthur, the 
dog.  While they were there, they met the 
man from before waiting for his daughter.  
An amazing day of faith and evangelism! 
 

Old Business:  There was no Old Business. 
 

New Business:  David Williams 
explained consensus to the new 
members of the Vestry as our way 
of making decisions.  The Vestry 
Retreat will be on March 18th from 
9 to 3 and will be held at Hope & 
Healing in Sandy Hook, part of 

Perry Ministries.  The theme will be 
“Equipping the Saints for Ministry.” The 
Communications Committee will be placing 
a monitor in the Parish hall to show parish 
life on a regular basis as well as streaming 
the services.  The March Vestry meeting will 
be held on Monday, March 13th at 7:30 pm 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:20 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

How old was Abram when he (per God's 

command) set out 

from Haran with 

Lot? 

a) 56     b) 75     

c) 100 

 

Genesis 12:4 

NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Genesis+12:4&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Genesis+12:4&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Embers 
 

T his morning (Wednesday). I was asked about the Ember Days and I thought it might 
be a good time to say something more generally about them.  I note that I did write 

on the subject four years ago, and a revised and updated version of that column follows. 
Let me say, first, that the term has nothing to do with fading 

fires or glowing ashes – even though it comes just a week after 
Ash Wednesday.  In fact the word is the same as the ‘ember’ 
that completes the names of several of our months, and comes 
from the Latin tempora meaning times or seasons.*  This 
reflects that they are “traditionally observed on the 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays after the First Sunday in 
Lent, the Day of Pentecost, Holy Cross Day, and December 
13” (BCP p. 18) which always puts them close to the start of 
each season.  Incidentally, these dates have varied slightly over 
the centuries, and in this spirit our Prayer Book does allow the observances to be kept at 
other times. 

They appear to have grown out of pre-Christian agricultural observances, and to have 
been adopted by Roman Christians as early as circa 220 AD.†  From 
there they spread rather unevenly but were generally observed by the 
end of the eighth century.  During this time (by about 500 AD) they 
began to acquire the emphasis, which still continues, of being a time 
of prayer for the ministry of the Church, and marking a time for 
ordinations.   
 As a side note I would observe that one of the less happy changes 
in the present Prayer Book was making ordinations an individual 
matter, in contrast to the old practice of ordaining deacons and priests 
for the whole diocese as a group.  I may be an individualist in other 
ways, but I do value the idea that my ministry is part of the ministry 
of the whole Church and not just my own.  (Fortunately I was 
ordained under the 1928 BCP, in the Cathedral and – for both Deacon 

and Priest – on Ember Saturdays.)  Individual ordinations require a scattering of dates so 
they also become separated by date from the idea of a common ordination. 

The Ember days are traditionally observed as days of 
fasting and abstinence, and in the older Prayer Books 
were included as “days of fasting, on which the church 
requires such a measure of abstinence as is more 
especially suited to extraordinary acts and exercises of 
devotion,” (1928 BCP) but this is no longer mandated.  
They were traditionally observed as meatless days, and 
the accompanying picture shows a dish prepared from a 
14th century recipe for the Society of Creative 
Anachronism.  It is essentially a somewhat spicy onion 
quiche, and adventurous cooks among us might wish to 
try, or at least  look at, the full description at, http://
katjaorlova.com/ymbredaytart.  Curiously, another dish 
for the season come to us from Japan, where Portuguese Christian merchants who settled 
there in the 16th century (during a brief period of openness to the West) would observe the 
ember days (tempura in Portuguese) by eating batter fried shrimp.  The Westerners were 

driven out, but shrimp tempura – and then other foods 
prepared the same way – remained. 
 These days are defined as times of prayer, and our 
Prayer Book provides Eucharistic propers‡ for use on 
the Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays of each 
Embertide.  In practice we tend here to use the proper 
for a feast or fast occurring on the same day if there is 

(Continued on page 9) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

A
n

o
th

er kin
d

 o
f em

b
er 

A
n

 O
rd

in
atio

n
 

An Ember-Day tart from a recipe 

originally created for Richard II (late 

14th c.) 

Do try
 th

e re
cipe! 

http://katjaorlova.com/ymbredaytart
http://katjaorlova.com/ymbredaytart
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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one, but also to use the Litany for Ordinations (recommended as the intercession on these 
days) and the appropriate Ember Collect so that the days are observed. 

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 
 

*  In the Latin Service Books they were simply designated as [day of the week] quattuor temporum (of the 
four seasons).  The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) links the term to the Anglo Saxon word ymbren (a 

cycle, as of the year) but this also seems to be cognate to the Latin. 
†  Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (ODCC) s.v. Ember Days.  See also Wikipedia s.v. Ember Days. 

‡  Proper:  The material assigned to the Eucharist for a particular occasion; in the 1979 BCP this comprises 
the Collect and the Scripture Readings including the Psalm.   

(Continued from page 8) Embers 

"I tell you the 

truth, no one can 

enter the kingdom 

of God unless he is born of water and the _______." 

John 3:5 NIV  

Meet Friar Bigotón (Friar Moustache), the 

stray doggie who just became a member of a 

St Francis Monastery in Cochabamba, 

Bolivia.  The saint after which the 

Franciscan order was established is known as 

the patron of animals, so it’s only natural 

that the monks extended their helping hand 

to the pooch living on the streets. Now he is 

one happy doggie who gets to enjoy life to 

the fullest.  He even gets to wear a habit.  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+3:5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://www.lentmadness.org/
http://www.lentmadness.org/
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A s part of our outreach, St. Paul’s donates gift cards 
and non-perishable items to six area food pantries.  

The non-perishable items are provided by our generous 
congregation and are truly appreciated.  Donations for the food 
pantry can be left in the basket at the back of the church.  Delivery 
is made to one food pantry each month.  Thank you. 

  Other Faith Traditions - Purim 
The Feast of Lots 

The 14th day of Adar, the twelfth month 
Begins Saturday, March 11th at sundown 

 

T he coming of spring was celebrated in all ancient lands.  For centuries, Purim 
(POOR-im), the most cheerful of Jewish holidays, has been a celebration of Jewish 

survival, of the victory of life over death. 
The story of Purim is told in the Book of Esther.  One of the all-time great love stories, it 

makes for wonderful reading.  It is set in Persia, in what is now Iran. 
Ahasuerus the king was rather absent-minded and allowed his chilef minister Haman 

almost unlimited power.  Haman expected everyone to bow to the king.  Only one person 
refused; a Jew named Mordecai, who had once protected the king from a plot against his 
life.  Haman decided to take revenge on Mordecai and on all the Jews in the kingdom.  He 

persuaded the knig to massacre them.  
Then he drew lots (called, in Hebrew, 
purim) to deicide the day of slaughter. 
Haman didn’t know that the queen, 
Ester, was Jewish.  Esther fasted and 
prayed for three days to get up the 
courage to ask the king to save her 
people.  When Esther told King 
Ahasuerus all about Haman’s plans, re 
realized that Haman was evil.  The king 
hanged Haman on the gallows that 
Haman had built for Mordecai. 
 Purim is celebrated on the 14th day 
of the Hebrew month of Adar, at the full 

moon, one month before Passover.  In years when a second month of Adar is added to the 
year, Purim falls in the second Adar.  Many Jews begin the celebration by fasting 
beforehand, like Esther did.  Then they gather to hear the story.  Every time the name 
Haman is said,  people shake noisemakers to drown out the sound.  Some people write 
Haman’s name on their shoes so they can stomp on it. 

Children dress up in costume and act out the story.  Then a lavish family dinner is 
served.  Gifts of food are sent to relatives and the poor so that everyone can take part in the 
feasting.  Afterward, people eat hamantaschen, special three-cornered pastries, which are 
said to be shaped like Haman’s hat, his pockets or even his ears. 

We start them 

young at St. Paul’s.  

Grady is well on his 

way to becoming a 

good Episcopalian 

as he learns to 

spread out his Bible 

and Hymnal in his 

pew as he attempts 

to follow along in 

the service. 
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†  I Choose You  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He 
may give you.” 

 John 15:16 
 

R emember those days during your youth, when there would be impromptu pick-up 
games in your neighborhood or school, where two designated captains would take 

turns selecting teammates from the group 
of kids who were there at that time?  If 
you were one of those participating, you 
desperately wanted to be among the first 
ones picked.  And you dreaded the 
uncomfortable possibility of being the 
last name called.  Back then, our self-
esteem was often tied to the order in 
which we were chosen by our peers. 

Thankfully, God doesn’t consider our 
worth like man does.  We need not worry 
that God might chose us last, after He has 
called everyone else before us.  Because 
of His great love for us, our Heavenly 
Father chose us before the foundation of 
the world, to be holy and blameless 
before Him in love, having predestined 
us to be adopted as sons and daughters 
by Jesus Christ to Himself (Ephesians 
1:4-5). 

Moreover, whom He predestined, 
these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 
He also glorified (Romans 8:30).  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them (Ephesians 2:10). 
 God chose you before you were actually born, to be 
a member of His family.  And even today, He speaks to 
your heart through His word; “I have called you by 
your name.  You are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1).  Always 
remember that you are precious in God’s sight, chosen, 
and loved by Him (v. 4). 
 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 
1 Peter 2:9  

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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Our New Teachers 

M rs. Joan Boehm (right) is new to our Level Two classroom, teaching 

grade 2 and 3 and mentions how much she loves her class each time that 

we see her.  Mr. John Tuthill (guess) has begun teaching our Level Three class-

room, teaching grade 4 and 5 and brings vast experience working in a nearby 

school district.  Mrs. Anette Hamerski is working with our Middle School level 

class this year and has already begun to develop such a wonderful connection with 

her students.  We are so lucky to have these three dedicated teachers join our Sun-

day School staff and we praise God for the myriad of ways that He will use them to 

guide and bless the children of Saint Paul's this year. 

 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven.” 

   
              

    Matthew 5:16 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A16&version=ESV
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Nicodemus Visiting Christ 

1899 
Henry Ossawa Tanner, 1837-1887  

 

I n 1899, Henry Ossawa Tanner painted Nicodemus Visiting Jesus, based on a story 
from the Gospel of John in which Christ tells a Jewish Pharisee of miraculous 

visionary powers available to those who are born again.  By signing the painting "H. O. 
Tanner, Jerusalem, 1899," the artist 
touted his firsthand knowledge of 
Palestine, where he spent eleven 
months on two separate trips 
between 1897 and 1899.  The 
Nicodemus is one of several 
paintings with biblical subjects that 
Tanner produced around 1900 after 
expatriating himself from the 
United States.  Frustrated by 
pervasive racial discrimination on 
account of his African ancestry, 
Tanner left Jim Crow America in 
1894 to live in France for the rest 
of his life, except for occasional 
family visits to Philadelphia and 
artistic expeditions to Palestine and 
North Africa. 

†  Romans 
 

O n four of the five Sundays in Lent our 
Epistle reading is from Romans.  

Romans is the first epistle in the New 
Testament, although not the first to be written.  
Paul wrote it to the church at Rome, which 
included both Jews and Gentiles.  His primary 
theme is the basics of the good news of Christ, 
salvation for all people.  The book was probably 
written in 57 AD, when Paul was near the end of 
his third missionary journey around the Eastern 
Mediterranean.  It is unusual in that it was 
written to a church that Paul had not visited. 

P salm 121 says in part: “The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in, 

from this time forth for evermore.”  Who or what in this world can save or protect us 

for all time?  The promise is not that we will not have times of trial, maybe many of them, 

but rather that God will 

be with us as we go 

through them, always 

ready with love and 

support of the kind no 

human or object can 

provide.  Praise God for 

such a gift! 
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Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1 
 
Spring Training & Gathering is an 
annual training day, held in the 
spring, with dozens of workshops.  
The 2017 Gathering will take place 
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle 
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
 

Workshop categories include: 
Christian Formation, 
Communication, Connecting & 
Collaborating, Essential Parish 
Operations, Leadership, Passion 
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social 
Justice & Advocacy, 
Stewardship, and Worship. 

 

Please have a look at the 2017 
Workshop Booklet containing 
information about all of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership 
teams.  Lay leaders including whole vestries regularly attend. 
 

The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity & 
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney. 
 

Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here.  Register by March 
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5. 

†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for 
making regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving 
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of giving.  
The system is simple using the following steps on our 
website.   Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the blue “Give 
Online” button at the top left of the home page.  Click on 
the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line 
profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the 
on line instructions to schedule your contribution.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-
775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ44QXl7gvxwlVHnVwPBQKilmZkI6IFJbOUNNa9FQQj_IAAqPqc_GshU_TZRrwpSt1h1CN-WzTUxE2zlOm9aTf-2ukDuFK_B3cDv03kaghEhNLKlD5AgCVQ1oqNldJcjVR7o9coONEAchD5vsC4e1VAnjNcodWem8xjrQ3mIiZaJ9eVQr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ44QXl7gvxwlVHnVwPBQKilmZkI6IFJbOUNNa9FQQj_IAAqPqc_GshU_TZRrwpSt1h1CN-WzTUxE2zlOm9aTf-2ukDuFK_B3cDv03kaghEhNLKlD5AgCVQ1oqNldJcjVR7o9coONEAchD5vsC4e1VAnjNcodWem8xjrQ3mIiZaJ9eVQr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ3NHqNhM0Tu80_dnvTKaSypx2ZSF0LHXawB6Ao57KUYzFYOQqoC4D__GuISq1A2SoOfkuo8jCA9KXXIp-viNpZ4Z_mxIUW624BCIwsaJAnY2z73vokqSV0-15d0NKj5z-wob-lHRsQuMdgN8NK6ug0IZzbtxI4zkfA3TD84BMnu_GLVX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ3NHqNhM0Tu80_dnvTKaSypx2ZSF0LHXawB6Ao57KUYzFYOQqoC4D__GuISq1A2SoOfkuo8jCA9KXXIp-viNpZ4Z_mxIUW624BCIwsaJAnY2z73vokqSV0-15d0NKj5z-wob-lHRsQuMdgN8NK6ug0IZzbtxI4zkfA3TD84BMnu_GLVX
mailto:dkenney@episcopalct.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J8XamZxvxaw6XZk5v1an2Dfy7PeFScnoCfkWzSM-cQ8qMla5ucRQZ5y6ObXyFU0EMFx6d4U7mE4X569yq671QYoBqt_wOPjwFwBUojafYR4T0sm_FBW8BgN-c7Z_9ZrJayBunQ5HW6F2Rsj7IEYP0DEy36KGmoo_hun-jO0O6xFbcAYI35CqNrUTCKyDzPt-BOaE62Id0SfCDN0A5l0peetzl7DAExChHPO_
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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“Transforming Lives Through Jesus” 

St. Paul’s Church 

Brookfield, Connecticut 

Saintpaulsbrookfield.com 

 

F or the last 26 years, the Community Coffeehouse has been a unique place to experience 
some of the finest Christian singer/songwriters and bands. St. Pauls has been a supporter 

for the last several years. Most concerts happen at the 7 Madison Ave. location in Danbury. The 
beautiful chapel, built in the 1890’s, is a warm, intimate room that seats 150. Every seat is a 
good one and each ticket gets the holder a concert, a meet & greet with the artist and a bountiful 
table of refreshments. 

From time-to-time, the Coffeehouse goes on the road to a larger venue. That is the case for 
the Edge of Dawn Tour featuring Audrey Assad & Andrew Peterson. Walnut Hill Community 
Church in Bethel will host the March 11, 7:00pm concert. For more on the Community Coffee-
house, go to www.CommunityCoffeehouse.org. 
http://www.newreleasetoday.com/news_detail.php?newsid=2023 
 
Chris Barrett 
chris@communitycoffeehouse.org 
203-770-8222 
www.Community 
Coffeehouse.org 
Video: www.YouTube.com/ 
creatorarts 
 

http://www.CommunityCoffeehouse.org
http://www.newreleasetoday.com/news_detail.php?newsid=2023
mailto:chris@communitycoffeehouse.org
http://www.CommunityCoffeehouse.org
http://www.CommunityCoffeehouse.org
http://www.YouTube.com/creatorarts
http://www.YouTube.com/creatorarts
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Being Born from Above 
 
 Genesis 12:1-4a 

T he opening lesson is the story of God’s call of Abraham (who was then known as 
Abram) to leave his own country and become the father of a great nation.  Trusting in 

the Lord, Abram and his family forsake all that is familiar to them to set out for an unknown 
land.  This story is a primary illustration of the way God acts in history by calling individuals to 
venture forth in faith. 

 
 Psalm 121 
A song of trust in the Lord, the unsleeping guardian of Israel. 
 
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
In this passage Paul describes Abraham as an individual who through faith 

found a right relationship with God.  He is the father of all who trust in the Lord.  
Paul uses the example of Abraham as a centerpiece for his argument that 
righteousness with God comes through faith and not by works of the law.  The 
promise given to Abraham and his descendants was not made because of good 
works or legal obedience.  It rests on grace alone. 

 
 John 3:1-17 
In our gospel story Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees, comes during the night 

to talk with Jesus.  Nicodemus is a figure used by the evangelist to represent a 
type of person who wants to believe but has difficulty understanding spiritual 
realities.  Jesus tells him that individuals cannot enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born anew through water and the Spirit.  The inner meaning of the 
passage partly turns on the fact that “born anew” can also be understood as “born 
from on high” and the same Greek word means both wind and spirit.  Jesus then tells Nicodemus 
of the Son of Man come down from heaven who will be lifted up, both on the cross to die for the 
world and to return to heaven in glory. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

R ecovering Our Spiritual Identity.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link for The 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our sermon archives as 

well. 

 

John 3:1-17 
Being born anew / from above 

is a huge transformation, since 

it means quite literally starting 

over with a new "family of 

origin.'"... It relocates our 

identity and resets possibilities 

for our character and life 

choices / opportunities.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church 
Cathedral, Hartford; Good Shepherd, Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Bishops, ECCT staff, and parish employees, and 
their families. 
.....Brenda Darling, Ginny Beck, Jean Stauffer, 
Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, 
Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, 
Roger Kovacs, Mary DeAnzeris; Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  
.....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of CÃ´ted'Ivoire; the people of the Union of Comoros; the Diocese of Masasi 
- (Tanzania) The Rt Revd James Almasi; and our sister and brother members of the 
Pentecostal Churches of Christ. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of 
March. 
.....Christian Community Church, 
Danbury, a congregational partner 
of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Drew Ross, healing of major 
surgery for throat cancer; and Joe, 
who is undergoing treatment for 
Lymphoma. 
.....Agriculture. 
.....Mary Nigro, Bill Nigro’s 
mother, recovering from a broken 
hip. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

Ten of the Top 
Scientific Facts in the 

Bible 
 

If it's true that the Bible 
contains scientific facts 

that were written 
thousands of years before 
man discovered them, the 

implications are 
staggering. 

https://www.graceandstpeters.org/
http://www.cccathedral.org/
http://www.cccathedral.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%83%C2%B4ted%27Ivoire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comoros
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=tanzania&dio=masasi&pos=bishop-of-masasi&posID=19827
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecostal_Churches_of_Christ
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.ccdanbury.org/nosso-pastor.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/29.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2sMJMXDiH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2sMJMXDiH4
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† It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Ray Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
Reyna Sampson, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley,  David 
Szen, Pam Szen, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

D id you know ... That to blacks after the Civil War, Nicodemus 

was a model of rebirth as they sought to cast off their old 

identity as slaves."  Some assert that freed slaves who moved to 

Nicodemus, Kansas, after the Civil War named their town after him.  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicodemus,_Kansas

