
   

 

†  Christ-Centered Spiritual Community 
 
 

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form...He is the 
head over every power and authority.” 

Colossians 2:9-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We  are a Christ-centered spiritual community, with the 

continual acknowledgement through our worship, study and service that Jesus is 

the head of our church. 

 

We will see one another again in September.  Please welcome once again our friend and 

fellow servant, The Rev. Julie Mudge, this Sunday, and all of August, as our celebrant and 

preacher. 

 

For 232 years, St. Paul's in Brookfield has followed Jesus.  By the grace of God, may we 

continue to walk into a future bright in faith, hope and love, all in Christ's name. 

 

Faithfully, 

   www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587  August 3, 2017 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   
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†  As in a Mirror 
 

“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness … ” 
 2 Peter 1:3-11 (ESV) 

 

         by John Tuthill 
 

I n the Gospel reading this Sunday, Jesus is "transfigured" (Luke 9:28-36).  The 
appearance of Jesus' face changed and, as He prayed to the Father, the text says 

that His clothes became "dazzling white."  Peter writing about it much later and just 
before he died seems to relate this dazzling light of Jesus to how we can live our lives, 
which are transformed by Jesus.  Peter writes about both Jesus’ transfiguration and 

about our transformation in the same 
chapter.  In a way, the pressure is off 
of us!  Although we "make every 
effort to add to our faith," as Peter 
writes, we’re only reflecting the light 
of Jesus - He is the "Light of the 
World" (John 8:12).  The power that 
transforms us has one single source, 
and we are certainly not that source.  
As Peter fearlessly said while under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
"Salvation is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be 
saved" (Acts 4:12). 
 All transformation we can hope 
for comes from the power of God.  
As Paul wrote (after he was blinded 
by the flash of light from Jesus 

appearing to him on the road to Damascus) "I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 
is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew and 
then for the Gentile.  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 'The righteous will 
live by faith'" (Romans 1:16-17). 

Paul writes that we can see a transformation and know it is happening - what a 
blessing!  In 2 Corinthians 3:18 he writes that "And we all, with unveiled faces, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another.  For this comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit." 

            Thanks be to God! 
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Click Below to 

Click Below to 

John 21:12 Group 

The weekly John 21:12 group will meet 

at the 

Bridgewater 

Village 

Store on 

this 

Saturday, 

August 5th 

at 7:30 am.  

All are 

welcome. 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

G riffin Barbieri celebrates tomorrow!  

Saturday is the big day for Nicole 

O’Connors & Perry Simone.  Bake a cake 

for Kate Yurcisin on Sunday.  Stephen Kast 

will be blowing out candles on Monday.  

Christopher Hodge 

will be opening 

presents on 

Tuesday.  Have 

a blessed day 

everyone! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Sat, Aug   5 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug   6 -  The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

Mon, Aug   7  10:00 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Portobello’s Restaurant 

Tue, Aug   8 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Aug   9 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

  7:00 pm -  Staff Meeting 

 - 7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 

Sat, Aug 12 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug 13 -  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

†  Men’s Bible Study to Meet on Monday 
 

D uring August the Men’s 

Bible Study will take a 

break from the study of the Book 

of Job.  They will meet each 

Monday for food, fellowship and 

fun.  This Monday they will meet 

at Portobello’s on Federal Road 

near the four corners in 

Brookfield at 7:30 pm.  Come and 

join the fun.  Stay tuned for future Monday night locations and events. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
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†  Vestry Meeting 
June 14th 

Opening: David Williams opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:35 pm.  Dave Allen 
gave a Bible study on grace.  “God’s favor 
toward the unworthy,” God’s benevolence 
on the undeserving.”  George Stowell gave 
his testimony about praying for a badly 
injured man who had slipped on the ice and 
was not expected to live.  George visited 
with him, prayed for him and the man 
became better.  George continued to visit 
with him, asking if he knew Jesus.  George 
prayed with him to receive Christ and he did.  
The gentleman has since died, knowing 
Jesus.  His name was Jeremiah Grace.  The 
May minutes were approved as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report: YTD income is up 
$25,000 over last year at this time.  Franklin 
Funds have increased by 5%.  Half of the 
mission budget for the year is paid. 
 

Committee Reports:  Susan Champagne 
read a letter to the Vestry from Bob Cutting 
offering his assistance with evangelism.  
Mary Perry reported that Bibles were passed 
out at the Church School picnic to all 
children levels 2 & 3 along with journals.  

Bibles were given to all 
First Communion 
members.  Written reports 
were submitted by Dave 
Allen on Property, Joan 
Boehm on Sunday School and Newcomers 
Ministry, Larry Creagh on Beyond the Red 
Door, Mission and Chaplain Service of  CT 
and Ron Switzer on Communications. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr Joe will be taking the 
month of August as vacation.  The Reverend 
Julie Mudge will be doing supply for 
August. 
 

Old Business: Vestry members reported on 
Vestry Partner meetings with 
ministry leaders about using 
current ministries as evangelism 
tools.  Continue meeting with your 
ministry leaders as possible over 
the summer. 
 

New Business: The Vestry picnic 
replaces the July meeting and takes place on 
July 12th at Mary & Chuck Allen’s home. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:53 pm by David Williams and 
Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each 

month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & 

Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by 

emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also 

looking for donations of reusable grocery 

bags and plastic bags for the clients to 

put their food in.  We are also looking 

for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to 

the pantry (gently used is accepted) and 

travel size toiletries you usually find at 

hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 3rd 
 

George Freeman Bragg, Jr. 
Priest, 1940 

 

A  historian whose work gives us invaluable insight 
into the early history of African Americans in the 

Episcopal Church, George Freeman Bragg served for 35 
years as the secretary of the Conference for Church Workers 
Among the Colored People and authored important studies 
such as A History of the Afro-American Group of The 
Episcopal Church and Richard Allen and Absalom Jones. 

The grandson of a slave, Bragg was born into an 
Episcopalian family in Warrenton, North Carolina in 1863.  
As a young man he campaigned for the Readjuster Party in 
Virginia, which advocated for voting rights and state 
supported higher education for African- Americans.  He was 
the editor of the influential black weekly paper The Lancet, 
which he renamed the Afro-American Churchman upon his 
entrance into divinity school in 1885.  Through this paper, 
Bragg called attention to the fact that African Americans 
were treated as recipients of mission work but were not 
supported in raising up selfsustaining institutions that would 
have fostered their presence in the church. 

George Bragg was ordained a deacon in 1887 in Norfolk, Virginia.  He challenged the 
diocese’s policy of requiring black men to remain in deacon’s orders for five or more years, 
much longer than their white counterparts, and in 1888 he was ordained a priest.  He served 
as the rector of St. James’ First African Church in Baltimore for 49 years, from 1891 until 
his death in 1940.  He helped establish the Maryland Home for Friendless Colored Children, 
and did not cease in his advocacy for black Episcopalians and their full inclusion in the 
larger life of the church.  He vehemently challenged the exclusion of African Americans 
from the church’s society for mission work.  He was instrumental in fostering over twenty 
priestly vocations in an environment in which black Episcopalians were often left to fend for 
themselves without the support and resources of the larger church. 

 
 
 
 
What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

C ome to an exciting time to learn how to talk and how to witness about God to the 

world.  Our guide is “Becoming a Contagious Christian” by Mark Mittelburg.  

Books available at ChristianBookSore.com or through Barnes & Noble for $10.95 plus tax.  

Our class will be six weeks on Saturday evenings from 7-10 pm, beginning on September 

9th through October 14th.  They will be held at the home of Mrs. Susan Balla, 2 North 

Pleasant Rise, Brookfield.  Contact Sue at sballa@snet.net or (203) 775-9650 or (203) 017-

9845.  Sue will supply the coffee is someone else will supply dessert.  There will be 

laughter, talking, videos to watch, singing and praying. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Transfiguration 

565-6 
St. Catherine’s Monastery, Mount Sinai, Egypt 

 

S t. Catherine’s Monastery at Mount Sinai, Egypt, is the very location of the first 
theophany when God appeared to Moses as a burning bush as described in Exodus 3 

and to Elijah, though only in a soft whisper as accounted in the book of Kings. 
It is inside Saint Catherine’s monastery that the earliest surviving image of Christ’s 

transfiguration can be found.  
In the apse, just above the high altar a team of mosaic artisans laid tesserae, cut semi-

precious stones, glass and gold and set them directly into wet plaster to adhere to the wall.  
 Each character from the Transfiguration can be 
identified from left to right: Elijah stands with his 
fingers blessing Christ, a young clean-shaven John 
kneels, turning his head toward Christ, a gray 
haired and bearded Peter is laying down, turning 
his head toward Christ, a young, bearded James 
kneels and turning his head toward Christ, and 
Moses stands on the right blessing Christ.  Christ 
invited the three apostles closest to him to ascend 
the mountain, knowing they would experience 
together God first-hand. 
 In the center, Christ is enveloped in a mandorla 
- an Italian word for almond which results from 
two circles overlapping - and used in Christian art 
to symbolize the sacred moments when the human 
and divine meet and which transcend time and 
space.  Within it, the blue bands become darker as 
they move toward Jesus.  As divinity increases, 
there is no way to depict its brightness, except by 
darkness.  The darkest color represents the 
“uncreated light” of God; God is dark because He 
existed before He created light for all the world. 
 From Christ and from the mandorla, rays of 
light emanate, touching the prophets and apostles.  
Christ’s ring finger and thumb form a circle, the 
alpha and omega, the beginning and the end.  A 
dark blue band surrounds this scene decorated with 
medallions of the twelve Apostles.  The three 
Apostles included in the Transfiguration have been 
replaced by medallions of Paul, Thaddaeus and 
Matthias.  The base of the apse is bordered by 
another series of fifteen medallions with busts of 
the Prophets, including Jesus’s human 
predecessor, King David in the center. 

St. Catherine's Monastery is an 

Orthodox monastery at the foot of Mount 

Sinai in Egypt.  One of the oldest 

Christian monasteries in the world, St. 

Catherine's incorporates the burning bush 

seen by Moses and contains many 

valuable icons.  Because God spoke to 

Moses in these places, this area is sacred 

to three world religions: Christianity, 

Islam and Judaism.  Mt. Sinai is also 

expected to be one of our stops on a future 

St. Paul’s pilgrimage. 
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†  Reconciled  

by Steve Hemming 

 
“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthinas 5:18 
 

M y dad’s name, Dan, was mentioned frequently during last week in Rockport, MA, 
with my stepmother Ellen, and stepsisters Jennifer, Sarah, and Sarah’s husband 

Tim.  So often did I hear his name, it felt as though Dad was present among us. 
One of Dad’s favorite places in the whole world was Rockport.  He and Ellen spent over 

30 consecutive summers vacationing in this small harbor town on the ocean.  They even got 
engaged there, as did Sarah and Tim.  Prior to this past Thursday, the last time I was in 
Rockport was in July of 2012, the final summer Dad spent there before he was called home 
to heaven in late November. 

For reasons I do not know, after Dad’s passing, Ellen and her daughters separated 
themselves from my sister, Janda, and me.  We only saw them once briefly in 2013, when 
they came to drop off some of our father’s belongings.  They would not respond to any of 
our attempts to contact them.  While I didn’t understand their estrangement from us, I knew 
my father would have wanted 
me to continue to reach out to 
Ellen, but more importantly 
than that, I was certain my 
Heavenly Father wanted me 
to persist in my efforts to 
reconcile with her.  For you 
and I were once alienated 
from God, and as a 
demonstration of His own 
love towards us, while we 
were still sinners, Christ died 
for us (Romans 5:8).  It 
pleased our Father to 
reconcile all things to Himself 
through Jesus, having made 
peace through the blood of 
His cross (Colossians 1:20).  
For we who were formerly far 
off were brought near by the 
blood of Christ which broke 
down the middle wall of 
separation between us and 
God (Ephesians 2:13-14). 

Because God never gave up on me, I knew I couldn’t give up on Ellen.  I persistently 
sought God in prayer and asked Him to restore our relationship.  And led by the Lord, I 
continued to write, text, and send cards even when I didn’t get a response.  By His grace, I 
persevered and never gave up. 

After three years of not hearing back from her, last summer, Ellen accepted my invitation 
to have lunch together when I was in town.  God used this occasion to initiate a pathway 
towards reconciliation between us.  Communication began to flow back and forth.  And for 
the first time in over four years, Ellen invited Janda and me to join her, Jennifer, Sarah, and 

(Continued on page 8) 

Sacristans for August 

Lorine Hodge & Gail Winkley 
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

Tim for dinner on Christmas Eve. 
It was during lunch with Ellen last month when she invited me to visit her, Jen, Sarah, 

and Tim in Rockport this week.  I arrived earlier than necessary Thursday morning, because 
I wanted to have time alone with the Lord in a 
peaceful place overlooking the Rockport Harbor, 
before meeting up with Ellen and the others.  
Memories of Dad flooded my mind as I thanked God 
for making a way for all of us to be reconciled.  It was 
so heartwarming to hear everyone recall many special 
memories they each had of Dan/Dad throughout their 
many years together in Rockport.  Altogether, it was a 
great day, as I basked in the presence of my God and 
my reunited family. 
 Are you currently estranged from someone close 
to your heart?  Do you feel a prompting of the Holy 
Spirit to reach out to them in love?  Allow God to 
guide and use you in His ministry of reconciliation. 
 

 “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven 
you.” 

 Ephesians 4:32 
  

My father, Dan Hemming, in Rockport, MA, with Motif #1 in the background  

(Continued from page 7) Reconciled 

The Jericho Partnership is 
seeking more mentors.  For 
more information contact 

Fr. Joe. 

T here is an old table Grace which says: “Christ in the wilderness five 
thousand fed, with two small fishes and five loaves of bread.  May 

the God above, who made that division, 
descend upon us and our provision.  Amen.”  
Perhaps you can use it this week as you thank 
God for the great variety of gifts he gives us. 
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Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 3rd 
 

William Edward Burghardt DuBois 
Sociologist, 1963 

 

William Edward Burghardt Dubois was born in 1868 in Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts.  As a young man he had already developed a deep concern for the 
advancement of his race, and at 15, he began to advocate for black Americans in his capacity 
as the local correspondent for the New York Globe. 

In 1896, following the completion of his doctoral degree, Dubois received a fellowship 
to conduct research in the seventh ward slums of Philadelphia.  His work with the urban 

black population there marked the first scientific 
approach to sociological study, and for that reason, 
Dubois is hailed as the father of Social Science. 
 In 1903, while teaching at Atlanta University, he 
published his book The Souls of Black Folks, in 
which he outlined his philosophical disagreement 
with important figures such as Booker T. 
Washington, who argued that Black people should 
forego political equality and civil rights and focus 
instead on industrial evolution.  DuBois believed 
instead in the higher education of a “talented tenth” 
whose education would naturally help other African 
Americans achieve. 
 In 1906, he sought others to aid him in his efforts 
toward “organized determination and aggressive 
action on the part of men who believe in Negro 

freedom and growth.”  The result was the so-called “Niagara Movement” (named for the 
group’s first meeting site, which was shifted to Canada when they were prevented from 
meeting in the U.S.), the objectives of which were to advocate civil justice and oppose 
discrimination.  In 1909, most of the group members merged with white supporters and the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was formed.  DuBois 
advanced his causes, sometimes at odds with the white leadership of the NAACP, in the 
magazine Crisis. 

A leading participant in several Pan-African meetings, DuBois renounced his American 
citizenship and moved to Ghana, where he died in 1963, on the eve of the March on 
Washington.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote of DuBois, “His singular greatness lay in his 
quest for truth about his own people.  There were very few scholars who concerned 
themselves with honest study of the black man and he sought to fill the immense void.” 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the 
sun and his clothes became white as light.” 

- Matthew 17:2 
 

J ust as the moon reflects the light of the sun, we should 
reflect Christ’s light to the world.  When we receive the 

Eucharist, the body and blood of Jesus, we are called to be 
supernatural to reflect His love, mercy and forgiveness to others.  
When we are grateful for all that God has given us, generosity 
flows through us because we are made in God’s image. 
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†  Scholarly Speaking 

 

Who Says They Are Saints? - 1 
 

A  parishioner recently noted that a few years ago the Pope had declared 

Mother Teresa, Pope John XXIII, and Pope John Paul II to all be saints, 

and wondered what the process was and how other churches dealt 

with such matters. 
    To begin, let us define the word ‘Saint’ as used in this context.  The 

term is sometimes used of all baptized persons, or simply of people 

who are seen as virtuous, but here we use it for those individuals who, 

after death, have been recognized by a Christian Church as being ‘in 

heaven’ – as having achieved the fullness of Christ’s saving work.   

    This recognition is commonly called canonization, and in the 

Roman Catholic Church today follows a strict protocol, with the Pope 

making the final proclamation.  Historically, however, the process has more 

commonly been local, but still calling for an enquiry into the holiness of the 

person’s life, and then looking for evidence 

of sanctity such as martyrdom or miracles 

associated with veneration* of the 

individual.  Among the Orthodox the 
process, referred to as glorification, may be 

directed by an individual bishop or, more 

commonly, by a national or regional synod.  

Different Anglican churches have taken 

different approaches to the recognition of 

saints, and we shall look at some of 

those later.  Many Reformed churches give some form of recognition to 

Apostles and a few other Biblical saints and, especially in recent years, 

Lutherans and some others have added additional names to their calendars.  

The criteria are not always very clear, but in general the process is the same 

as that for other changes in worship forms.  Whatever the process, it should 

be remembered that it is not to be understood as making someone a saint, 

but rather as recognizing that God has taken him fully to himself, and that 

miracles, martyrdom, and the like are signs of this.†   
    Canonization usually concludes with the listing of the new saint in a 

catalog of saints.  From very early times this catalog was based on the 

calendar, and gave the date of the saint’s death (along with a cross reference 

if his feast was assigned to a different day).  Known in the West as a 

martyrology and in the East as a menologion, these were originally local 

listings of mostly local saints.  In time they came to include borrowings from 

other areas, but only after the Council of Trent did the RC Church issue a 

comprehensive martyrology of all its recognized saints.‡  In its earliest form this 

would also have been the local liturgical calendar (corresponding to the 

calendar in the front of our own Prayer Book), but as martyrologies became 

more inclusive the calendars attached to specific service books were restricted 

to the saints (and other feasts) actually observed in the church for which the 

book was written. 

    In England after the Reformation Henry VIII 
continued the martyrologies and liturgical 

calendars as they had been before with one 

exception; he removed all observance of Thomas of 

Canterbury who had not only protested against 

royal authority in the church, but had protested 

against another King Henry – in this case Henry 

(Continued on page 11) 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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II.§  I have found no post-Reformation Anglican martyrology and the 

first three English Prayer Books (1549, 1552, and 1559) retained only 

New Testament saints in their calendars.  In 1560, however, Queen 

Elizabeth set forth a Latin Prayer Book (especially for use in schools) 
which included nearly 300 saints in its calendar• (only a fraction of 

the number in most martyrologies, but far more that most liturgical 

calendars).  All of these names, however, were drawn from older 

calendars so there was no question of recognizing new saints.  

Subsequent printings of the BCP included shorter lists in their 

calendars, and again none were newly established. 

The first, and for nearly 300 years the only, new name added to an Anglican 

calendar came in 1662, after the Restoration of the monarchy, when King 

Charles I was added to the calendar for January 30, the 

anniversary of his decollation.  This was done by joint actions 

of the convocations of Canterbury and York (the governing 

bodies within the Church of England) and then ratified and 

included in the BCP by Act of Parliament.  A liturgy for the day 

was provided (in a supplement bound with the BCP) and 
churches were dedicated in his name indicating that this was 

regarded as an act of canonization. 

The first American Prayer Book (1789) reverted to the 1552-

1559 form of the calendar, retaining only the New Testament 

saints (and including services for all of them).  The 1928 BCP 

added a service for use on any saint’s day, thus permitting the 

actual observance of additional feasts, but did not specify any in the calendar.  

In 1964 the Church published the first edition of Lesser Feasts and Fasts which 

included both an expanded calendar and forms of service for the newly listed 

days.  That first edition contained only previously recognized saints, but later 

ones began to add post-Reformation worthies – initially these were all 

Anglicans, but soon members of other churches were included also.  In every 

case these changes were adopted by the General Convention, based on 

recommendations from the Standing Liturgical Commission or its successor, 
the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music.  The 1979 BCP included an 

enlarged calendar (which has been regularly updated) but left the forms of 

service to LFF, and its successor, Holy Women, Holy Men. 

Interestingly, as new names appeared in these volumes, they also began to 

include disclaimers to the effect that they were not canonizing new saints, but 

simply proposing people whom they fest were worth honoring.  I will explore 

this issue, and the criteria used (or at least claimed to be used) in another 

column. 
 - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence  

______________________________________________________ 
*  Veneration means honoring (rather than worshiping) the individual and would usually 

follow a preliminary investigation into the person’s life. 
† Wikipedia, s.v. Glorification.  Retrieved 8/1/17 
‡ Wikipedia, s.v. Martyrology.  Recovered 7/20/17 
§ On a recent visit to Gloucester Cathedral I learned that when Henry VIII dissolved the 

monasteries, Gloucester was among the ones selected to become new Cathedrals largely 

because the Abbot reminded Henry that his predecessor Henry III had been crowned 
there.  It seems that Henry particularly cared for his predecessors of the same name. 

• A reprint can be seen online here. 
Images: 

Popes John XXIII and John Paul II – canonization image 
Canonization by the Armenian Church of the martyrs in the 1917 massacre. 
Page from an 11th c. MS Martyrology at the J P Morgan library 
Henry VIII as a young man 

Charles I at his trial 

(Continued from page 10) Who Says? 

file:///C:/Users/DSZEN_~1.SAI/AppData/Local/Temp/Wikipedia,%20s.v.%20Zoroastrianism.%20%20Recovered%207/20/17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martyrology
https://archive.org/stream/liturgicalservic00unknuoft#page/317/mode/1up
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The Most Important Discoveries - Part 2   
 

The Babylonian Siege Tower 

T his 22-foot tower was discovered in Jerusalem in 1975, and used to defend the city 
against the invasion of the Babylonians in 586 B.C. (2 Kings 25).  Below the 2,600-

year-old base of the tower’s 12-foot walls were a deep layer of burned wood and ashes, as 
well as several arrowheads made from iron (Israel’s weaponry) and one made from bronze 
(Babylonian Scythian weaponry).  These were the first remains ever found to support the 
biblical record of the Babylonian siege that destroyed Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple. 

The Amulet Scroll 
In 1979, in a cave dated from the time of Jeremiah, a girl from Toledo found what she 

thought was a cigarette butt.  It turned out to be a silver scroll, rolled up for over 2,600 
years.  A second scroll was found nearby.  This brought up the troublesome question of 
whether or not they should try to unroll these gems at the risk of damaging them.  After a 
lengthy process, the scrolls were successfully unrolled and what they found shocked the 
world.  They were significant in three ways: they are the oldest pieces of Scripture ever 
found, the oldest mention of Yahweh, and they prove that the Old Testament was in use 
before the Babylonian exile.  The larger scroll had more verses than the smaller scroll, but 
both contained the Aaronic blessing of Numbers 6:24-26 and, amazingly, the owner would 

have seen Solomon’s Temple in person. 
Masada 

 The fortress of Masada was one of King Herod’s palaces, and the site of 
the last stand of the Zealots against the Romans.  Herod built two palaces 
on the mountainous cliff.  The Romans finally conquered Masada by 
building a siege ramp up to the wall, where the 960 defenders decided to 
take their own lives rather than surrender as slaves or worse.  Located near 
the Dead Sea, this spectacular fortress is accessible by cable car or by 
walking up by a winding trail.  It is one of the top ten sites to see in Israel. 

The Philistine Cemetery 
 At Ashkelon National Park in 2016, after 30 years of excavation, 210 
Philistine skeletons were found.  Many of the skeletons had evaded grave 
robbers over the centuries and offered new insights into this ancient enemy.  
Some skeletons had small perfume juglets tucked under their necks or 
propped against their noses.  Others were buried with their weapons, even a 
quiver full of bronze arrows.  Excavations also found rings, silver earrings, 
bronze necklaces, scarabs, amulets, bracelets, and decorative Phoenician 
ceramics (Jeremiah 47:4).  This Philistine burial ground will help confirm 

other suspected Philistine cemeteries, and help explain this mysterious foe. 
David’s Palace (Area G) 

Jerusalem’s massive Stepped Stone Structure was found in the City of David as a 
retaining wall to support the structure above it, which is thought to be King David’s Palace, 
the House of Millo, where the kings of Judah lived (2 Kings 12:19-21).  According to 2 
Samuel 5:17, which says that David “went down to the stronghold” to meet the Philistines, 
David’s Palace must be just above the Stepped Stone Structure.  Presumably David went 
down from his Palace to the Jebusite stronghold he had recently taken.  Further evidence of 
later kings was found in several small clay seals (bullae), which were used by royal officials 
to make impressions of their names on documents.  One has the name Gedaliah son of 
Pashhur, and the other Jehukal son of Shelemiah.  They are both listed in the Book of 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Jeremiah as officials of King Zedekiah (Jeremiah 37:3, 38:1). 
King Hezekiah’s Seal 

In 2009, the royal seal of King Hezekiah (715–686 B.C.), a stamped clay seal that would 
be equivalent to a signature today, was found near the southern wall of the Temple Mount.  
Also known as a bulla, they were used to secure scrolls and documents by pressing the 
official’s seal into wet clay.  It is the size of a grape, with a two-winged sun, that reads in 
Hebrew, “Belonging to Hezekiah, (son of) Ahaz, king of Judah.”  This is the first time that a 
seal impression of a king of Judea or Israel has ever been found in a dig, and a simulation of 
the seal can be seen at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem.  It verified the importance of 
Jerusalem as a major city, and not a backwater village as skeptics alleged. 

Abraham’s Gate at Dan 
The 4,000-year-old gate, found 

in 1979 near the ancient city of Dan, 
stands at about 23 feet tall, with 
three arches made from sun-dried 
mud bricks.  The restored gate has 
two towers that link the oldest 
arches ever discovered in Israel.  
The Bible says that the wayward 
Danites kidnapped Lot, Abraham's 
nephew, and that Abraham came 
here to rescue him.  No one can say 
with certainty that Abraham went 
through this particular gate, but it is 
very likely that he entered the city 
here, and it does date to his time 
period. 

The continuous reports of gold 
coins, pottery, statues, and even 
Napoleon’s cannonballs make the 
news every week in Israel’s 
newspapers.  New puzzle pieces are 
found each week, filling in the big 
picture of what this great land experienced over 6,000 years of history.  The exciting part is 
that the best is yet to come, when we finally get to see the big picture “on the box.”  Perhaps 
the Ark of the Covenant or the golden treasures from the Second Temple lie just beneath our 
feet.  Maybe your visit will reveal some lost treasure in the rubble.  It is this magic that 
makes Israel one of the greatest archaeological puzzles of all time, and warrants just one 
more visit, and look. 

(Continued from page 12) Important Discoveries 
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†  Electronic Giving 

S aint Paul’s is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic option for making 
regular offerings.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from your 

checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our new electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 
congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 
you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 
following steps on our website.   Sign on to the 
church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  
Click on the blue “Give Online” button at the top left 
of the home page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button 
to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 
created your profile, follow the on line instructions 
to schedule your contribution.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-
6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags 
help.  So, please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  

 

T he Rector's Forum is currently studying Ecclesiastes, 

led by Jay Trott.  As we explore Ecclesiastes, we see 

that the writer was ready for Christ!  Ecclesiastes is an entirely 

unique book in the Bible - a book of pure philosophy.  The purpose 

of pure philosophy is to find happiness, but what Ecclesiastes (or 

Solomon) found was something very different.  No achievement 

and no pleasure has any meaning without Christ; that is, without 

life.  It is a profound and sobering book, just as relevant now 

as the day it was written.  And in the end it is also a practical 

book with sound advice about how to live a good life. 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Aug   6th 8 am - Lori O’Hara    10:30 am - Beth Beck 
Aug 13th 8 am - Cindy & Peter Maier 10:30 am - Connie Williams 
Aug 20th 8 am - Wanzer’s     10:30 am - Amy Tilford 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

“T his is my son, my chosen, listen to him!”  Jesus’ teachings provide us with all the 
lessons we need to live faithful, honest, and productive lives - also as God’s 

“chosen.”  At Baptism, the cross is sealed on our foreheads, and we 
are “marked as Christ’s own forever.”  Stewardship is 

about how we respond to that freely given gift of 
grace, and how we offer thanks with grateful 

hearts and lives to the God who gives us all. 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting 
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.  
We might even feel satisfied for a time.  But when those 
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.  
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing 
really matters.  The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look 
beyond our limited point of view to see God's reign in the 
world and figure out what our lives mean. 
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

When Moses and 

Elijah appeared with 

Jesus on the 

mountaintop, what did 

they discuss? 

Luke 9:28-31 NIV  

H ere's all the 

power you 

should want.  Watch Fr. 

Joe's homily from our 

Wednesday morning 

service yesterday.  

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+9:28-31&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Appearance in Glory 
 

 Exodus 34:29-35 

I n our first reading we hear how Moses’ face shone after he had spoken with the 
Lord.  When Moses came down from Mount Sinai after again receiving the ten 

commandments, the people were afraid to approach him because of the radiance of 
his face.  Whenever he talked with the people, he had to wear a veil. 

 Psalm 99 
The holy and mighty Lord reigns on high.  God spoke to Israel’s leaders from a 

pillar of cloud and has forgiven them their misdeeds. 
 2 Peter 1:13-21 
This lesson presents the apostle Peter as he recalls his vision 

of Jesus in majesty on the holy mountain and the heavenly voice 
that announced this was God’s beloved Son.  Peter was among 
those who were eyewitnesses to this revelation.  It makes more 
sure the prophetic message that is like a lamp for us.  But no one 
should make this prophecy a matter solely of their own 
interpretation, for it has come through the Holy Spirit. 

 Luke 9:28-36 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration.  The 

narrative is richly woven with themes and symbols drawn from 
Israel’s past and its hopes for the future.  Moses and Elijah 
represent the law and the prophets whose promises Jesus fulfills.  
While Jesus is praying, divine glory is reflected in his human 
person.  The chosen disciples hear a voice from the cloud 

declaring 
that this 
is God’s 
beloved 
Son. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

P redestined.  Called.  Justified.  Glorified.  

To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our sermon archives as well. 

Luke 9:28-36 

There are times in our lives when we are 

witnesses to the glory of God, when we 

see the brilliant light of Christ in our 

presence.  When we offer stories of 

those times, or indeed when we are that 

light for each other, then we are ‘as to a 

lamp shining in a dark place’ lighting the 

way for each other until ‘the day dawns 

and the morning star rises in our hearts.’  

May we blessed by these moments, held 

in faith and encouraged by each other 

and the presence of Christ in 

our midst.  

 

 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#ot1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#ps1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#nt1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/Transfig.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
…..Iglesia Betania, Norwalk; St. Paul’s, Norwalk; Christ Episcopal, Norwich. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
......Environmental Ministry Networks, eco‐justice work; community gardens. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Ed Licence, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue 
Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the 
safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Norway; the people of the Republic of Haiti; the Diocese of North Kigezi - 
(Uganda) The Rt Revd Benon Magezi ; and our sister and brother members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of June. 
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a congregational partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Joe, who is undergoing treatment for Lymphoma & Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....Care of Children. 
.....Rose Barrett, speedy recovery to her wrist from a recent fall. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
…..Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St. Alban’s, 
Simsbury. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford and beyond; the 
Cathedral Chapter; honorary canons of the Cathedral. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, 
Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, 
continued healing.  .....the safe return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Albania; the people of the Republic of Moldova; the Diocese of Port Sudan 
- (Sudan) The Rt Revd Abdu Elnur Kodi; and our sister and brother members of the 
Mariavite Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....His Vineyard Christian Fellowship, Bethel, a congregational partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....A Person in Trouble or Bereavement. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and 
comfort during her treatments. 
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious 
operation. 
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and 
needing prayer. 
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery 
from her cancer treatments. 
.....Steve, healing of bleeding in his kidneys 
and has other dangerous health issues. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

Why I Hate Religion, 
But Love Jesus   

   
A poem about the power of A poem about the power of A poem about the power of 

grace.grace.grace.   

http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
https://goodshepherdct.wixsite.com/church
http://www.stpaulsct.org/
http://www.stalbanssimsbury.org/default.asp?sec_id=180000052
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moldova
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=sudan&dio=port-sudan&pos=bishop-of-port-sudan&posID=19899
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariavite_Church
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.hisvineyard.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/trouble.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IAhDGYlpqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IAhDGYlpqY
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Chris Barrett, Carol Ferro, 
Steve Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill 

Loring, Lois Hunt, Dori McManus, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Reyna 
Sampson, John 
Sarver, Joe Shepley, 
Tara Shepley, David 
Szen, Pam Szen, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that there was one kind of 
locust that 
apparently was 
allowed on the menu 
under the Law?  So 
when John the 
Baptist was eating 
them and preparing 
the way for Jesus 
(the "Way") he was 
keeping the Law. 
And, wild honey 
was not only kosher, 
but both foods being 
wild they did not fall 
under the need to 
tithe them for 
Temple tax! 

 

O ur TV monitor in Crocker Hall has a 

new fan! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosher_locust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosher_locust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosher_locust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosher_locust

