
   

 

   

 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  

Matthew 28:19  

W e all know this scripture as the Great Commission.  How many of us, 

upon hearing the word “evangelism,” slump down a little in our chairs 

and think, “Evangelism is not my gift, thank you very much?”  Well, I am here 

to tell you that you are already fulfilling the 

Great Commission and you may not be aware 

of it. 

 

Let me give you some examples of everyday Christian evangelism: 

1.  The Bold Evangelist – You are comfortable speaking openly about your 

faith and can confront people’s fears or objections directly. 

2.  The Intellectual Evangelist – You tend to use logic and have a learning 

focus toward your faith. 

3.  The Testimonial Evangelist – You naturally share your testimony with 

others, or you share when God helped you through a difficult time in your 

life. 

4.  The Interpersonal Evangelist – You prefer to witness one-on-one.  You 

like to get to know the people you speak to about your faith and you 

customize your conversation to their needs. 

5.  The Invitational Evangelist – You can invite people to meet Christ by inviting them 

to a church service or group social activities. 

6.  The Service Evangelist – You prefer to be a good example of Christ through serving 

and leading by Christian example.   

Can you see yourself in one or more of these 

descriptions?  Evangelism may not be as scary 

as you might have previously thought.   

Over the next few weeks and months we will be 

talking more about stepping out in faith, 

maturing in our relationship with Christ, and 

fulfilling the Great Commission.  It is exciting 

to know that the Holy Spirit is moving us in this 

direction.   

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into the harvest field.”    Luke 10: 2 
 

In Christ’s Love,  David Williams, Warden 

   www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587  August 17, 2017 
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†  Weight and Wonder! 
 

“Come nearer to me... 
I am your brother Joseph, 

the one you sold into Egypt!” 
 Genesis 45:4 NIV 

John Tuthill 
 

T he grace Joseph shows to his brothers in our Old Testament reading this Sunday 

(Genesis 45:1-15) is absolutely outrageous!  Outrageous AND wonderful all 

wrapped up into one.  Joseph's mercy and grace to them was at first so baffling to his 

brothers, so much so that they were at once 

entirely "terrified."  They were struck 

speechless with fear.  One can imagine the 

immense dread they each felt, all color draining 

immediately from their faces at the new 

realization of their true situation at-once 

revealed.  And then - in a flash - the gift of their 

brother's joyful forgiveness and undeserved 

grace was immediately and completely freeing, 

100% redeeming to each and to one-and-all.  

How much like ourselves that seems!  When we 

stand before our "brother," Jesus (And, yes, it is 

a staggering idea, but my Bible does show Jesus 

called "brother" in several places; in Hebrews 

2:21, Romans 8:29, for example), and if we let 

ourselves linger in the scene of the brothers 

coming before Joseph, is it not surprisingly 

very striking how much we have in common 

with Joseph's brothers?  They had actually sold 

him into slavery - making a profit from the 

worst treachery!  But wait - there's more - they 

then compounded their sin when they lied to their father telling him Joseph, his most 

beloved son, was dead!  And, are we really any better?  Having done so many times what 

we clearly know by our God-given consciences is so 

wrong, and then, often making it all worse in trying 

to cover or rationalize away the grimy tracks.  The 

Bible saying that Jesus is as our brother seems to add 

both weight AND wonder to our position receiving 

His "Amazing Grace" as an undeserved gift.  We 

have nowhere else to go but to Him.  Life itself rides 

on His grace and on His mercy.  And how He 

delivers!  Giving out of love and in the power of the 

Spirit, all to the glory of the Father. 
 

Thanks be to God! 

“Y our trust is enormous,” says Jesus to 
this Canaanite woman.  A faithful 

follower is one who is able to show enormous 
trust in Jesus.  If you were asked about your level 
of trust in Jesus, just how would you respond? 

"But oh! What surprise when he spoke, 

While tenderness beamed in his face; 

My heart then to pieces was broke, 

O'erwhelmed and confounded by grace; 

"'Poor sinner, I know thee full well, 

By thee I was sold and was slain; 

I died to redeem thee from hell, 

And raise thee in glory to reign.'" 
 

-Hymn titled "When Joseph His Brothers Beheld," 

 By John Newton. (B.T.W. He also wrote "Amazing Grace"!) 
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When Joseph revealed his identity to his 

brothers, and asked them if his father was 

still living ... Why didn't they answer? 

Genesis 45:1-3 NIV  

Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

Raymond Ferro celebrates today!  

Friday is the big day for Dan Meyer & 

Mary Kay Villaverde.  

Chris Barrett will be 

opening presents on 

Saturday.  Brittany 

Chengeri will be 

blowing out candles 

on Monday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug 17 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Aug 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug 20 -  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

Mon, Aug 21-  7:30 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Candlewood East 

Tue, Aug 22 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Aug 23 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Sat, Aug 26 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:30 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug 27 -  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

†  Men’s Bible Study “Awesome August” Continues 
 

T he Men’s Bible Study August hiatus has been anything but boring.  As a matter of 

fact, it’s been awesome!  “Awesome August” continues this coming Monday, August 

21st at Candlewood East Marina.  We’ll meet at 7:00 pm.  Once again come ready for some 

great food, fun and fellowship.  Stay tuned for future Monday night locations and events. 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Genesis+45:1-3&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
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†  Go Out to God 

 
 

“W hen Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, ‘Why do 
you just keep looking at each other?’ … ‘I have heard that there is grain in 

Egypt.  Go down there and buy some for us, so that we may live and not die’” (Gen. 42:1-2).  
The question is a probing indictment of efforts to find daily bread and relief from poverty, 
both material and spiritual, simply by looking to one another or looking within.  Unless 
Jesus comes and stands in the midst of his elect, they remain powerless to find what they 
need, hemmed in and constrained by fear (John 20:19).  The bread we need is bread from 
heaven, bread for on high, a grace-perfecting nature.  Go down to Egypt; go out to God. 

The sons of Jacob must begin a long and deeply emotional encounter with failure, deceit, 
jealousy, treachery, and murder.  They must face what they have done to their brother 
Joseph; they must feel the wound of memory.  Joseph, in the course of years and according 
to providence, rose to greatness in the land of Egypt.  God had given him the interpretation 
of Pharaoh’s dreams, an anticipation of plenty and famine in the land and a plan to set aside 
provisions for the time of want.  The interpretation pleased Pharaoh, and so he placed set 
Joseph “in charge of the whole land” and vested him with near-regal power.  “Then Pharaoh 
took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger.  He dressed him in robes of 
fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.  He had him ride in a chariot as his second-
in-command, and people shouted before him, “Make way!’” (Gen. 41:42-43).  The sons of 
Jacob, poor and famished, would find in their brother, whom they did not recognize, godlike 
power, majestic and fearful. 

Yet Joseph loved his brothers, although they had betrayed him, sold him into slavery, 
and considered him as dead.  Loving his brothers, he loved his enemies.  His love was like 
Jesus’ love at Gethsemane, the cross, the grave, the resurrection.  Joseph was deeply moved, 
grieved in his heart, loving as one who loves to the end and forevermore.  Finally, in the 
presence of his brothers, Joseph “wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it and the 

(Continued on page 5) 

“The Story of Joseph” by Biagio d'Antonio.  In the left-hand loggia, Jacob, seated on a throne, sends 

Joseph to his half-brothers tending sheep in the field.  In the far left corner, the brothers, jealous of 

their father's love for Joseph, strip him of his jacket and throw him into a pit.  Passing merchants pur-

chase the young boy from his brothers for twenty pieces of silver.  In the background to the right, the 

merchants board the ship that will take them and their cargo to Egypt.  In the right-hand loggia, the 

brothers show a blood-smeared coat to their father as evidence that Joseph is dead.  With his head in 

his hand, Jacob mourns his son, whom he believes to be dead.   
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Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first came 
to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know 
anyone or when you visit a different church?  
Name tags help.  So, please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

household of Pharaoh heard it” (Gen. 45:2).  “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold 
into Egypt” (Gen. 45:4).  “But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. … You shall live in the region of Goshen 
and be near me - you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you 
have.  I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come” (Gen. 45:5
-11). 

“Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced 
him, weeping.  And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them” (Gen. 45:14-15).  “How 
good and pleasant it is when God’s people 
live together in unity” (Ps. 133:1).  And the 
cost is great.  Joseph says, “It is my own 
mouth that speaks to you,” my mouth that 
kisses you, my voice that cries. 

When, like the sons of Jacob, a 
Canaanite woman came to Jesus in all her 
need, Jesus was moved by her wit and 
faith.  “Woman, you have great faith!  
Your request is granted” (Matt. 15:28).  
How good and pleasant it is when there is 
“a great oneing betwixt Christ and 
us” (Julian of Norwich, chapter XVIII). 

(Continued from page 4) Go Out 
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†  A Choice to Make  
 

I  think I first encountered the risen 
Savior while I was at the age of six and 

studying Catechism for my first Holy 
Communion in the Roman Catholic Church.  
The Nun who was teaching the class 
instructed us that we needed to love Jesus 
Christ.  Even though I was only six, I 

distinctly 
remember 
dwelling on this 
request intently.  
That night I 
prayed to God 
that I would do 
what was right so 
I could go to 
Heaven.  In the 
years since then I 
was pulled in 
different 
directions but I 
sense God always 
had His hand on 
me despite my 
making many 

poor decisions. 
My parents had a mixed marriage.  It was 

not interracial but my mother was a Catholic 
while my father was a non-practicing 
Episcopalian.  This caused friction in the 
home since my father was antagonistic and 
disinclined to the Christian Faith.  He 
frequently disabused my mother for taking my 
sister and me to Church on Sunday.  As I got 
older, stronger and more useful to work, he 
often had projects and activities ready for me 
on Sunday morning that were more pressing 
for me than attending Church.  My mother 
dutifully complied with his requests to keep 
peace in the family. 

As I got older I was indoctrinated in 
public school and college with material 
naturalism (the doctrine that scientific laws 
are adequate to account for all phenomena).  
This directed me further away from my faith 
in God but I never completely rejected God 
(but I would not go to Church).  Fast-forward 
to my mid-thirties, since college I always had a 
full-time job so I was not unemployed.  As a 
major component of my personality; I became 

a connoisseur beer drinker.  I enjoyed high 
quality beers from all over the world; rich 
heavy Pilsners from central Europe, full-
bodied San Miguel from the Philippines, 
French beers in corked bottles that tasted like 
wine, thick syrupy Guinness stout, India pale 
ale from Britain, Italian beer from Tyrol,  
Danish beer, German lagers, Canadian ale, 
American beer… all kinds of beer.  You name 
it, I drank it!  Unfortunately I progressed into 
drinking an excessive amount of beer because 
I liked it too much.  I realized I was drinking 
too much and I tried to stop for a while, but I 
couldn’t stop. 

About this time I began dating a very nice 
young Christian lady named Heather 
Ferguson who invited me to a Methodist 
Church service on Easter Sunday, 1993.  The 
Rev. Roy Jacobsen of New Fairfield United 
Methodist Church preached a solid born-
again salvation message.  He told us that Jesus 
did not die on a cross to save the church 
corporately, but he died and rose again from 
the dead to individually save each of us who 
will accept his free gift of Salvation.  Whoever 
trusts in Jesus Christ as Savior will be saved! 

This sermon began a tug of war inside my 
soul between good and evil.  For the next few 
weeks I made outrageous choices and drank 
heavily.  It all came to a head when late one 
night I fell asleep at the wheel and destroyed 
my pickup truck on route 84 (east-bound on 
the hill between exits 15 and 16).  The front 
of my truck was crushed and the headlights 
were broken but there was nothing in front of 
me.  Perhaps I hit the back of a semi-truck 
that continued on its way without stopping.  I 

(Continued on page 7) 
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somehow managed to get my vehicle off the 
traveled part of the highway.  A Connecticut 
State Trooper pulled up and gave me a 
choice; I could go with him to the State Police 
Station to be charged, or he would call an 
ambulance to take me to the hospital for a 
check-up and observation.  I choose the 
hospital.  The Doctor there that examined me 
said I was in good shape other than a few 
bruises and being drunk as a skunk.  
Incredibly I only received a driving infraction 
from the police for “improper lane use” but 
nothing for impaired driving.  The next day 
my girlfriend Heather led me in a believer’s 
prayer of salvation, and a prayer to give up 
alcohol.  I also called a friend of mine from 
work who agreed to take me to a 12-step 
meeting. 

I wasn’t ready for what happened next. 
Titus 3:3 states: “For we ourselves also 

were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating 
one another.”  I immediately gave up drinking 
and took to telling everybody I knew what 
happened to me, and about my new found 
faith in Jesus Christ.  It turns out I also 
stepped into a hornet’s nest of malice and 
envy.  People who I thought were close friends 
and drinking buddies suddenly despised me.  
My good relationship with my father suddenly 
became difficult.  I’m still estranged from him 
but not by my choice or effort.  Some of those 

who I worked with lied about me to my 
employer.  My boss was about to fire me, but 
the hierarchy of the company’s management 
had recently changed.  My boss’s new boss 
suddenly ordered my old boss to award me a 
bonus and a raise for solving a mechanical 
problem that had been dogging us on a 
project.  My solution allowed the company to 
win a lucrative business contract. 

A few months later I married Heather and 
a couple years later we were blessed with our 
lovely daughter, Norah. 

In my difficulties after I made a conscious 
decision for Christ and gave up alcohol, I was 
reminded of a passage of scripture in Matthew 
10:34-36 “Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword.  For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law.  And a man's foes 
shall be they of his own household.” 

By the grace of God I’ve been sober for 
the past 24 years, and growing in my 
Christian faith. - Larry Creagh 

 
I recently ran across a popular work by the welsh 

poet, Dylan Thomas. “Do not go gentle into that 
good night”. I felt a certain connection with this 
poem. Basically it is about not giving up in life. 

Mr. Thomas was profoundly gifted poet, but a 
troubled alcoholic who tragically died after a 
drinking binge in 1953. 

(Continued from page 6) Choice to Make 
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

T he Gospel this week which speaks of the pleas 
of the Canaanite woman (the Canaanites 

and Israelites did not enjoy amicable 
relationships), Jesus reminded the Disciples that he 
had been sent to seek the “lost.”  How reassuring to 
know that he still to this day seeks the “lost” among 
us, and that if we continue to have faith as the woman 
did, God has promised to guide and support our lives! 
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Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.” - Romans 
11:29 

 

G od has a special mission in mind for each of us.  He has 

given us the gifts we need to accomplish that mission.  We 

are called to be good stewards by using those gifts to do the work 

that He has planned for each of us.  If we deny our gifts or fail to 

use them as God calls us to use them, then some part of His work 

will be left undone. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 20th 
 

Samuel Johnson, Timothy Cutler &Thomas Bradbury Chandler 
 

Priests, 1772, 1765, 1790 
 

B orn in Connecticut in 1696, and ordained a Congregational minister in 1719, Samuel 
Johnson as a young man had already developed serious doubts about the 

Congregationalist way of life.  He had come to believe that the true connection to the faith of 
the primitive church was found in episcopal orders and in apostolic 
succession.  He viewed the ordered liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer 

and Anglican polity as the proper alternative to the rampant dissent and 
local power struggles of the Congregationalist culture in which he 
lived and worked. 
 It was shortly after his ordination that he and others sympathetic to 

his cause began to meet and discuss the Anglican alternative.  Among 
those gathered with Johnson was Harvard graduate Timothy Cutler, 

who was rector of Yale College.  In September of 
1722, the “Yale Apostates” confronted the trustees of Yale College 
and announced their intention to shift their allegiance to the Church 
of England.  In December of that year, Johnson, Cutler, and their 
friend Daniel Browne reached England, and in March they were 
ordained to the Anglican priesthood by the Bishop of Norwich. 

Returning to New England as a missionary for the Society of the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG), Johnson became 
the rector of the first Episcopal congregation in the colonies, in 
Stratford, Connecticut, where he served until he became the first 
President of Columbia University (then King’s College) in New York.  Cutler, after doctoral 
studies at Oxford and Cambridge, served as rector of Christ Church, Boston, where he 
tirelessly advocated for the appointment of an Anglican Bishop in the colonies. 

 Johnson’s pupil, Thomas Bradbury Chandler, also an ardent 
advocate for both the Anglican way and for the presence of 
bishops in the colonies, continued the work.  Chandler, the 
father-in-law of Bishop John Henry Hobart, served for 43 years 
as the rector of St. John’s, Elizabethtown (now Elizabeth), New 
Jersey, and was himself appointed the first bishop in the 
Americas, in Nova Scotia, but was unable to accept the 
appointment due to illness. 
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†  An Eclipse of Biblical Proportions 

  

 

T his 
month 

will see an eclipse of 
Biblical proportions. 

 A total solar eclipse 
(when the moon completely 

blocks the sun, casting the earth in 
temporary darkness) will be visible across 

the United States on August 21st (see map for 
visibility).  When the solar eclipse works its eerie 

wonders, shadows will behave strangely.  Pin-hole 
openings in tree leaf cover will project tiny eclipses on the 

ground.  Some people will see shadow waves - bands of shade 
moving across the ground.  Viewers in the path of the eclipse will 

experience about two minutes of total darkness.  At the spot of Greatest 
Duration the eclipse will last 2 minutes and 40.2 seconds.  The spot of 

Greatest Eclipse indicates the location where the moon’s shadow passes closest 
to the earth’s center. 

Might eclipses, together with the timing of Biblical events, have been interpreted as 
divine messages and signs?  

King Hezekiah has gone down in history as one of Judah’s good kings, a reformer.  At 
one point, he became deathly ill.  The story of his illness and cure is told in 2 Kings 20:1–11 
and Isaiah 38:1–7, and a brief mention of the event is found at 2 Chronicles 32:24.  2 Kings 
tells of a “boil,” which may suggest a type of cancer.  Surely, Hezekiah’s physicians used all 
their knowledge and skill to save the king.  Baths, dressings, dietary changes, internal 
medications, nothing was successful against the boil. 

The Biblical account relates that Isaiah the prophet was sent to Hezekiah to inform him 
that he would die from his illness.  Hezekiah prayed for healing, and Isaiah had not left the 
palace when he was sent back to the king with a different message: The Lord would heal 
him and give him another 15 years of life.  A sign was to confirm the healing.  The shadow 
could move forward or backward on an outdoor stairway.  Hezekiah chose for the shadow to 
move backward (2 Kings 20:10). 

On March 5 in 702 B.C.E., the 16th year before Hezekiah’s death, a prominent solar 
eclipse appeared over the Middle East (see NASA’s Five Millennium Catalog of Solar 
Eclipses). Its path crossed the Arabian 
Peninsula, and the obscuration of the sun 
over Israel was more than 60 percent. 

If a stairway had been engulfed in 
darkness and then restored to daylight, 
the shadow would have appeared to 
retreat.  A shadow wave, produced by an 
eclipse, may also have given the 
appearance of a shadow retreating.  If 
you are in the path of the eclipse on 
August 21, you too may be able to see 
this rare Biblical sign. 

It would be another hundred years 
before the Greeks would accomplish the 
first actual prediction of an eclipse. 

 

by Frederick Baltz, Biblical Archaeology Society 

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEcat5/SE-0799--0700.html
https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEcat5/SE-0799--0700.html
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†  We Are Never Alone  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“And the Lord, He is the One who goes before you.  He will be with you, He will 
not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.” Deuteronomy 31:8 

 

H ave you ever felt lonely?  Loneliness can be characterized by an overall sensation of 
being alone, that results from a lack of love, companionship, or meaningful support.  

Someone who is lonesome can often feel isolated, or solitary even in the midst of a crowd. 
While feeling lonely is a genuine emotion, truth is, we are never alone, for God tells us 

throughout the Bible that He is always with us!  And not only is He with you and me at all 
times, as noted in the scripture above and elsewhere, God will never leave us nor forsake us 
(see also Joshua 1:5, Psalm 27:10, John 
14:18, and Hebrews 13:5). 

And because the Lord is with us, we 
have no reason to be fearful.  For if God 
is for us, who can be against us? 
(Romans 8:31).  When we go through 
the trials of life, His protection is right 
there in our midst.  In Isaiah 43:2, God 
offers these comforting words to you 
and me; “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; And through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow you.  
When you walk through the fire, you 
shall not be burned, nor shall the flame 
scorch you.”  And in Psalm 91:3, God 
assures us that He will deliver us from 
every trap and shield us from deadly 
disease. 

Additionally, we have no rationale 
for being afraid because the Lord will provide all the support we need.  One of God’s 
greatest promises can be found in Isaiah 41:10; “Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with My righteous right hand.”  God is able to make all grace abound towards us, that we 
will always have sufficiency in all things, and an abundance for every good work (2 
Corinthians 9:8). 

So you see, we can be assured that God’s presence is always with us, and He will enable 
us to accomplish His perfect will in our lives.  Jesus our Lord confidently walked this earth 
knowing our Father was always present with Him wherever He went, as He spoke these 
words in John 8:29; “And He who sent Me is with Me.  The Father has not left Me alone, for 
I always do those things that please Him.”  And likewise, regarding Himself, Jesus states in 
Matthew 18:20; “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the 
midst of them.” 

Before Jesus returned to heaven, He prayed to our Father that the Holy Spirit would 
come in His place, and abide with us and dwell in us forever (John 14:16-17).  Of the Spirit, 
who will guide us into all truth, Jesus tells us; “He will glorify Me, for He will take of what 
is Mine and declare it to you.” (John 16:14) 

Although Jesus is now with the Father, He will return for us as He offers His assurance 
in John 14:3; “I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 
be also.”  Until His imminent return, we will certainly not be left all by our lonesome, for as 
we continue His work in this world, Jesus has promised He will be always with us. 

 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.”  Amen. 

Matthew 28:18-20 
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The Pool of Siloam   
 

I n 2004, an old Turkish sewage pipe exploded in Jerusalem and during the subsequent 
repair, two ancient stone steps were found by the construction crew.  Normally this 

would not make much news in Israel, even though it was near Hezekiah’s Tunnel that carries 
fresh water from the Gihon Spring, but the coins and pottery found here dated it from the 
Second Temple period.  It proved to be vastly important as these steps led the excavators 
down to where John recorded Jesus had healed a blind man (John 9:1-12), the Pool of 

Siloam! 
 Located south of the City of David, on the west side of the eastern 
hill, the recently excavated reservoir is shaped like a trapezoid, with 
three sets of five steps that run for 225 feet alongside it.  This massive 
pool dates back to the siege of King Sennacherib of Assyria and King 
Hezekiah’s famous water tunnel in the 8th century (2 Chronicles 32). 
 There are actually two pools that were identified as the Pool of 
Siloam.  The traditional and older Pool of Siloam, now called the 
Byzantine Pool, was discovered in the 5th century.  It is a narrow 
rectangle that was fed by the waters from Hezekiah's Tunnel.  Around 
450 A.D., a church was built next to it by the Byzantine empress 
Eudocia, which the Persians destroyed in 614 AD.  Early Christian 
pilgrims came here to celebrate Jesus' miracle, but it was the wrong 
pool. 
 The much larger 2004 Pool of Siloam is about 70 yards away 
from the older pool, and the actual one that John records in his 
Gospel.  It had disappeared under centuries of winter rains that sent 
sediment and debris downhill, on top of the destruction from 70 A.D. 
Before this burial, the pool was an important part of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, similar to our harvest celebration of Thanksgiving. 
 Jewish pilgrims brought their harvest crops here in a musical 
procession, waving a palm branch with myrtle tied to it by a golden 
thread (lulavs) in one hand and a citrus fruit (ethrogs) in the other, to 
watch the priest draw water from the pool in a golden pitcher, which 
was then taken to the Temple with great fanfare and trumpets 
(Leviticus 23:40-40).  The High priest would receive it from him and 

pour it into a basin, with a second pouring of wine into a separate basin while singing praises 
to God from Psalm 118 (Isaiah 12:3). 

It was at this moment, when there was a silent pause in the ceremony, that Jesus revealed 
Himself as the Sent One, promising “living water” to “save now” those who had “gained 
their sight” by believing in Him (John 7:37-38).  As they sang Psalm 118:22-27, they 
prophetically confirmed Him as their Messiah, 

“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and 
it is marvelous in our eyes.  The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be 
glad.  Lord, save us!  Lord, grant us success!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.  From the house of the Lord we bless you.  The Lord is God, and he has made his light 
shine on us.  With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.” 

The Greek word Siloam is derived from the Hebrew word “Shalom,” which means, 
“sending the Spirit.”  Our English equivalent is “apostle,” which means, “sent one.” 
Interestingly, the Sent One only does two miracles in Jerusalem.  Jesus heals a lame man at 

(Continued on page 13) 
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the Bethesda Pool (John 5:2-9) and a blind man at the pool of Siloam, both of which have 
added significance to His Davidic identity from 2 Samuel 2:5-8, “Now the king and his men 
went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, and they said to David, 
‘You shall not come in here, but the blind and lame will turn you away’; thinking, ‘David 
cannot enter here.’  Nevertheless, David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is the city of 
David.  David said on that day, ‘Whoever would strike the Jebusites, let him reach the lame 
and the blind, who are hated by David's soul, through the water tunnel.’  Therefore they say, 
‘The blind or the lame shall not come into the house.’” 

As the great, great, great, great, great grandson of King David (Matthew 1:17), who 
cursed the inhabitants of the Jebusite city for mocking his power because they didn’t 
recognize him as God’s king, Jesus now shares David’s “honor.”  But instead of a curse, He 
heals representatives of those same two groups in the Davidic curse, the blind and lame. 
This pool is where Jesus stood and performed one of those two identity-revealing miracles 
with huge spiritual significance 
for a now blind and broken 
Israel, who like the Jebusites of 
old, didn’t recognize Israel’s 
king again (Matthew 21:42-44).  
There are not many places 
where you can isolate the actual 
spot of a miracle, but this is one 
of them. 

The rest of the pool remains 
buried, and would add 120 more 
feet, but the Greek Orthodox 
Church who owns the property 
has not allowed the excavation 
to continue.  Some say another 
miracle, more explosive than a 
sewage pipe bursting, is needed 
to get them to see the 
importance of revealing the 
whole pool. 

(Continued from page 12) Pool of Siloam 

Here’s part of our 

group this past 

January glancing 

back up at the 

City of David 

following a chilly 

hike through 

Hezekiah's 

Tunnel.  The stone 

steps to the right 

at part of the Pool 

of Siloam. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Canaanite Woman asks for healing 

for her daughter 
1684 

Bazzi Rahib, Ilyas Basim Khuri  
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, MD 

 

N askh is the caligraphic style for writing in 

the Arabic alphabet that the biblical text is 

written in for this manuscript.  The artist, Ilyas 

Basim Khuri Bazzi Rahib, was most likely a 

Coptic monk in the late 17th century in Egypt. 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each 

month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & 

Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by 

emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also 

looking for donations of reusable grocery 

bags and plastic bags for the clients to 

put their food in.  We are also looking 

for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to 

the pantry (gently used is accepted) and 

travel size toiletries you usually find at 

hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

According to Paul, "God's gifts and his call 

are..." what? 

Romans 11:28-29 NIV  

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20170815350280761&code=ACT&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Walters+Art+Museum&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Romans+11:28-29&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 20th 
 

Baptisms of Manteo, and Virginia Dare 
 

O n this day the baptisms of Manteo, a Croatan Indian chief, and 
of Virginia Dare, infant daughter of Roanoke Island colonists, 

are commemorated.  Manteo was 
baptized on August 13, 1587, and 
Virginia Dare on August 24th, 
six days after her birth.  They are 
thus the first people baptized into 
the Anglican Church in North 
America.  Shortly after their 
baptism the colony's governor, 
John White, left for England.  When he was finally 
able to return, three years later, he found the colony 
abandoned and the fate of the colonists unknown. 
 More information on Manteo and on Virginia 
Dare may be found from the North Carolina History 
Project. 

http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/commentary/21/entry
http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/commentary/21/entry


16  

T he Rector's Forum is currently studying Ecclesiastes, 

led by Jay Trott.  Join us each Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services 

TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Aug 20th 8 am - Wanzer’s     10:30 am - Amy Tilford 
Aug 27th 8 am - Heather Melody   10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
Sept   3rd 8 am - Carol & Ray Ferro  10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

C ome to an exciting time to learn how to talk and how to witness about God to the 

world.  Our guide is “Becoming a Contagious Christian” by Mark Mittelburg.  

Books available at ChristianBookSore.com or through Barnes & Noble for $10.95 plus tax.  

Our class will be six weeks on Saturday evenings from 7-10 pm, beginning on September 

9th through October 14th.  They will be held at the home of Mrs. Susan Balla, 2 North 

Pleasant Rise, Brookfield.  Contact Sue at sballa@snet.net or (203) 775-9650 or (203) 017-

9845.  Sue will supply the coffee is someone else will supply dessert.  There will be 

laughter, talking, videos to watch, singing and praying. 

 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting 
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.  
We might even feel satisfied for a time.  But when those 
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.  
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing 
really matters.  The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look 
beyond our limited point of view to see God's reign in the 
world and figure out what our lives mean. 
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET


 17 

 
†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Claiming God’s Blessings 
 

 Genesis 45:1-15 

O ur Hebrew scripture lesson relates a decisive moment in the story of Joseph as he 
reveals himself to his brothers, who then journey home to tell their father Jacob that 

his son is still alive.  The brothers are at first overwhelmed by the discovery that the brother 
they had sold into slavery is now Pharaoh’s right-hand man.  Joseph tells them not to be upset: 
this had all been part of God’s plan to preserve Israel during the coming time of famine. 

 Psalm 133 
The psalm celebrates the blessing of a harmonious people. 
 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
In this reading Paul sets forth his belief that God plans to 

bring Jews as well as Gentiles to salvation.  This apostle to the 
Gentiles continues to wrestle with a difficult question: why is it 
that so many of Jesus’ own people have not accepted him as the 
Christ?  God has not rejected the Jewish people who were 
foreknown, yet now Jews and Gentiles are equal in that all have 
been disobedient to God.  In the next step the Jewish people 
will see the mercy shown to the Gentiles and want themselves to 
share in it in their own way. 

 Matthew 15: 10-28 
In our gospel Jesus teaches that the thoughts and intentions 

of the human heart are paramount.  Jesus warns against such 
blind guides preoccupied with externals.  He then travels 
beyond the boundaries of Israel to the territory of Tyre and Sidon and encounters a 
Canaanite woman who beseeches him to heal her daughter.  The first Christians were unsure 
whether they were to offer the faith to non-Jews, and the give-and-take in this story may reflect 
that uncertainty.  Jesus sees his own mission as confined to Israel, but the woman’s faith 
causes him to 
give her the 
bread she asks 
for.  
Symbolically it 
is the saving 
food of the 
gospel which 
heals her 
daughter. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

T he Good News is for everybody.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for The Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our sermon archives as well. 

Matthew 15:10-28 

But this incident is a beautiful illustration of the 

teaching Jesus has just made. Outwardly, this 

woman has nothing about her that is "clean." But 

she has two things in her heart that make her right 

with God: her unwavering, nagging, persistent 

care for her daughter; and, her unwavering, 

nagging, persistent trust that Jesus can cure her 

daughter. And these two things cause Jesus to 

undergo a change of heart himself.  

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermon.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2015.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Fresh expressions of the church in Connecticut; missional 
experiments. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Students preparing to enter schools, colleges, universities, 
and seminaries; school, college, and university chaplains; all 
campus ministries; the Higher Education Ministry Network. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the safe 
return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Belarus; the people of the Sultanate of Oman; the Diocese of Rio de Janeiro 
- (Brazil) The Rt Revd Filadelfo Oliviera Neto; and our sister and brother members of the 
Episcopal Church of Cuba. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a congregational 
partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....In Times of Conflict. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during 
her treatments. 
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation. 
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and needing prayer. 
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer 
treatments. 
.....Steve, healing of bleeding in his kidneys and has other 
dangerous health issues. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 

CrumbsCrumbsCrumbs   
Matthew 15:27Matthew 15:27Matthew 15:27   

   
Here’s a crummy video aboutHere’s a crummy video aboutHere’s a crummy video about   

the power in crumbs.the power in crumbs.the power in crumbs.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oman
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=brazil&dio=rio-de-janeiro&pos=bishop-of-rio-de-janeiro&posID=15649
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_of_Cuba
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://newhopedanbury.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/28.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RCO_98dW08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RCO_98dW08
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that in the early 1970s, 
Brookfield was home to LEGO USA 
headquarters? 

 

It looks like a few of our parishioners are testing out their protective eyewear in advance of the solar eclipse! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lego
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=li1OQdSIBKQ

