
   

 

 

Hello Faithful Friends, 

 

I n Rev. Julie’s sermon last week, she made the point that God works through 

individuals….time and time again in the Bible we see evidence of this. 
 

Last week, David shared the six different types of evangelists, and you may have been 

surprised to see how many different types there are and  - each one – specific to differing 

gifts and personalities. 
 

So, this week as we listen to the reading of Romans 12:1-8, let us see ourselves as  

members of the body of Christ and all having different functions, different personalities and 

gifts.   
 

 Let us keep an open heart and mind to the Spirit as He 

continues to moves this one body of St. Paul’s, 

comprised of different members, toward the 

plan He has for us, the work He has for us, 

and the people he has and will put in 

our paths to share about His Son. 
 

 It doesn’t seem so 

intimidating to me 

anymore….how about 

you? 
 

 Looking forward 

to working in the 

harvest field with 

you,  
 

Mary Perry, 

Warden 

   www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587  August 24, 2017 

Sword PointsSword PointsSword Points   Transforming Transforming 

Lives Through Lives Through 

Jesus ChristJesus Christ  

 

†  You Are Already Fulfilling the Great Commission You Are Already Fulfilling the Great Commission You Are Already Fulfilling the Great Commission  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Racing for Pinks! 
 

by John Tuthill 
 

I n several states a certificate or title of ownership for vehicles has been issued by 

the DMV on a pink slip of paper.  So the idiom "Racing for Pinks" has entered 

into our culture, 

especially through many 

movies about illegal 

California street races of 

the 1950's & 60's.  In 

those scenes, the 

characters all agree first 

and BEFORE racing that 

the winner "takes-all" 

and the loser gives up 

his car, having to hand 

over his "pink" title 

along with the keys. 

Imagine you are 

challenged to such a 

race, a race for the 

"Pinks."  Your adversary 

pulls up to your car and 

he revs his engine.  He lays down the challenge.  You respond by waving your "Pink" 

slip, which is to prove that you do own the car you are in.  But this guy, this guy only 

responds to that by rev-ing his engine even louder!  And, he insists, "Come on!  What 

are you afraid of???"  Let's GO!"  Now even if you were very sure of winning, wouldn't 

you be a fool to begin if you didn't first know that your opponent does own the car he 

is using?  Even worse, what if the car he's using is stolen?  You'd be even crazier to 

even begin such a race if you even suspected that he'd stolen the car that you're 

racing for. 

As Christians we're commanded in several places throughout God's Word to 

engage with people about Jesus, and, when necessary, at times we have to defend 

and even "contend" for our faith.  1 Peter 3:15 tells us, "But in your hearts honor 

Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect."  

And 2 Timothy 4:2 says, "Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

correct, rebuke and encourage - with great patience and careful instruction."  And 

Jude writes "...contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints." 

Opponents to our faith often bring up to Christians their own objections and they 

claim at the out-set that these are based on moral, scientific, or, logical points which 

they want to challenge against the truth of God.  Have you ever encountered such 

objections while discussing you faith in Jesus Christ?  Next time you do begin such a 

conversation about sharing your faith with a non-

believer, gently ask them to first please show you 

their "Pink" before even beginning.  Discuss first; 

who OWNS logic?  Whose is truth?  Who has the 

basis for knowledge and morality?  The answer is 

one that an unbeliever may not want to agree 

with - that these all belong to the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Romans 11:36 says, "For from him and 

through him and to him are all things.  To him be 

glory forever. Amen."  An unbeliever may decide 

(Continued on page 3) "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your minds..."  - Romans 12:2  
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Click Below to 

Click Below to 

†  Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You!Happy Birthday to You! 
 

Renata Galdino celebrates today!  

Friday is the big day for Barbara 

Gallo.  Throw a party on Tuesday for 

Gregory Mable.  Jeanne Hill & 

Shannon Palmer will be opening 

presents on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed 

day 

everyone! 

P eter responds to the question of 
Jesus with what some might call 

an inspired answer.  Jesus is God’s 
anointed - God’s chosen one.  If 

someone was to 
ask you, as a 
follower of 
Jesus, who or 
what would you 
say Jesus is? 

they do not wish to agree, but, unless or until they can first show you their proof for 

the ownership of these, they are 

engaging you while riding in stolen 

goods.  God has given us the 

equipment used for reasoning.  Gently 

but firmly we need to both see and 

show proof of ownership for what is 

being discussed from the very 

beginning.  Show them your "Pink!"  

Ask them for theirs in all fairness.  God 

willing, you may help someone see the 

truth of what they want to discuss 

entirely in a new light! 

Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 2) Racing for Pinks! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug 24 -   St. Bartholomew 

Sat, Aug 26 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

  10:30 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Aug 27 -  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

Mon, Aug 28-  7:30 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Dave Williams’ Home 

Tue, Aug 29 - 5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  6:45 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Aug 30 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Sat, Sept   2 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Sept   3 -  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Summer Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA


4  

 
†  Rescue, Food and Words 

 
 

“N ow a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  He said to his 
people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than 

we’” (Ex. 1:8-9).  The stage is set for disaster, but prepared as well for the intrusion of God 
in the work of many women, and especially the saving ministry of three: Pharaoh’s 
daughter, the sister of Moses, and the mother of Moses. 

Fearing their great number, Pharaoh set taskmasters over the Hebrews to oppress them 
with forced labor in a massive building campaign to erect the cities of Pithom and Rameses, 
and yet the Hebrews multiplied.  And so the Egyptians became ruthless and made their lives 
bitter with hard service.  The Egyptian king then ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill male 
newborns, but they feared God more than the king, a disobedience God rewarded.  And 
wherever the gospel of the dignity of human life is preached, these women are to be 
remembered, these women who saved with their sacred and venerable hands the heirs of 
father Abraham (Mark 14:7 and Pre-Reformation Words of Institution). 

Finally, “Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you 
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live’” (Ex. 1:22).  When power even 
seems to be threatened, holy innocents suffer (Matt. 2:16-18). 

A Levite woman “conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, 
she hid him three months” (Ex. 2:2).  When she could hide him no longer, she took a 

papyrus basket, plastered it with bitumen and pitch, and 
then set the infant Moses on the bank of the river among 
the reeds.  “His sister stood at a distance, to see what 
would happen to him” (Ex. 2:4).  The daughter of Pharaoh 
came to bathe at the river, and “saw the basket among the 
reeds and sent her maid to bring it” (Ex. 2:5).  “Then his 
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a 
nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?’” (Ex. 2:7).  Indeed, it was said in some circles that 
Moses refused the milk of Egyptian women (Gregory of 
Nyssa, Life of Moses).  “So the girl went and called the 
child’s mother. … So the woman took the child and 
nursed it” (Ex. 2:8-9). 
 He was baptized among the reeds in the offertory of 
his mother, his sister watching to see what God might do.  
He was pulled out to new life, fed with the food of his 
mother’s flesh, and he listened irresistibly to the sound of 
her murmurs and her words and her nursery songs.  She 
told him who he was, planted the seed long before a bush 
fire appeared.  
Moses is the 
story of baptism, 
Eucharist, and 

the Word; a river, milk, and a mother’s voice. 
Who are we but the infants of Christ?  We 

have been offered at a font, pulled from the snare 
of death, fed with the body and blood that endure 
to eternal life, and filled with the Word both 
preached and infused that fits us to God’s will, 
“what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 
12:2).  While each member of Christ’s body has a 
unique gift, there is another gift common to all the 
baptized.  The new humanity, the bread of life, 
and the Word of truth draw out these words: “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 
16:16).  We know this because the Father, like a 
mother long ago, has whispered from heart to 
heart (Matt. 16:17). 
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“Transforming Lives 
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What did Jeremiah give to Elasah and Gemariah 
to take with them to the exiles 
in Babylon? 
 
 
 

N ear the end of Psalm 138, it says; “Though I 
walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me 

safe … your right hand shall save me.  The Lord 
will make good his purpose for me … O Lord, your 
loves endures forever.”  How can we strive to 
genuinely trust and believe these promises?  Perhaps 
committing more to participate in prayer, bible 
studle, community worship and service, and 
thankful giving can help.  Why not covenant to give 
them a new or renewed try in the days ahead. 

†  Where I Went to Church 
Last Sunday 

 

H elen Sheriden visited St. Ann’s 
in Bridgehampton out on Long 

Island this past weekend.  Thank’s for 
sending along the picture. 
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by Steve Hemming 
 

So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” 
                  And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. John 19:30 
 

“I t is finished!”  Our Lord Jesus Christ uttered these words just moments before He 
died on the cross.  He had fulfilled His Father’s purpose for Him on earth, that 

through Him, the world might be saved (John 3:17).  In this was love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:10).  
Christ suffered once for our sins, for the just and unjust, that He might bring us to God (1 
Peter 3:18).  Jesus willingly and lovingly laid down His life for you and me, saying these 
words; “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 
15:13).  This love was demonstrated towards us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us (Romans 5:8). 

God raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places 
(Ephesians 1:20).  Because of His rich mercy and great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ (by grace we have 
been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace we have been saved through 
faith, and that not of ourselves; it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:4-8). 

Oftentimes, we are reluctant to accept a gift from someone unless we somehow feel we 
have earned or deserved it.  As the words from the Ephesians passage above states, salvation 
is a free gift from God.  All we need to do is confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead, and we will be saved (Romans 
10:9) and have eternal life (see John 3:16). 

 

When we believe in Jesus, not only will we enjoy eternity with Him, we will receive 
additional blessings as a result of His great sacrifice for us: 

· We Are Healed – “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” 
Isaiah 53:5 

· We Are Forgiven – “In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace.” Ephesians 1:7 

· We Are Free – Jesus came to proclaim liberty to the 
captives (Isaiah 61:1).  “Therefore if the Son makes you free, 
you shall be free indeed.” John 8:36 

· We Are Delivered from Bondage – Jesus opened the 
prison doors to those who were bound (Isaiah 61:1).  “Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again 
with a yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1 

 

Since we were bought at a great price, we are called to glorify God in our bodies and 
spirits (1 Corinthians 6:20), and present ourselves as living sacrifices, holy, and acceptable 
to our Heavenly Father (Romans 12:1).  As a demonstration of our love for the Lord, the 
Apostle Paul calls us in Ephesians 5:2, to “walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and 
given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.”  What 
are some ways can we offer ourselves to Jesus and glorify Him with our lives, and fulfill His 
purpose in us? 

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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We Love Him Because He First Loved Us 
· Love God and our neighbors: “So he answered and said, “’You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” (Luke 10:27) 

· Obey God’s commandments: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” (John 
14:15)  “If you keep My commandments, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My 
Father's commandments and remain in His love.” (John 15:10) 

· Forgive others: “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15) 

 

Walk In Newness Of Life 
· Forget the past: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
· Move forward: “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I 

do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are 
ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14) 

· Renew our mind: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.” (Romans 12:2) 

 

Follow Jesus 
· Deny Self: “Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23) 
· Forsake all: “So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be 

My disciple.” (Luke 14:33) 
· Lose our life: “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.” (Mark 8:35) 
 

Walk in Jesus’ Footsteps 
· Walk in His authority: “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 
you.” (Luke 10:19) 

· Go forth in His name: “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out demons.  Freely you 
have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:7-
8) 

· Fulfill the Great Commission: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

As Jesus in humble obedience 
accomplished the perfect will of the Father, 
may we become more like Christ with each 
passing day, and finish well for the glory of 
God and His kingdom.  Amen. 

 

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself for me.”Galatians 
2:20 

 
 

Life-size bronze statue of the crucifixion, Eden 
Hill, Stockbridge, MA – 8/5/17  

(Continued from page 7) 
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Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?” - Romans 11:35 
 

St . Paul reminds us of a central fact of 
stewardship.  We cannot give the Lord 

anything, because God already owns it all.  God 
made everything.  All that we can do is return a 
portion of God’s many gifts back to Him.  Sincere 
gratitude for our gifts opens our hearts to joyful 
generosity! 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, August 24th 
 

St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
 

T he name "Bartholomew" appears in the New Testament only on lists of the names of 
the twelve apostles.  This list normally is given as six pairs, and the third pair in each 

of the Synoptics is "Philip and Bartholomew" (M 10:3; P 3:18; L 
6:14; but A 1:13). 

John gives no list of the Twelve, but refers to more of them 
individually than the Synoptists.  He does not name Bartholomew, 
but early in his account (John 1:43-50) he tells of the call to 
discipleship of a Nathaniel who is often supposed to be the same 
person. 

The reasoning is as follows: John's Nathanael is introduced as one 
of the earliest followers of Jesus, and in terms which suggest that he 
became one of the Twelve.  He is clearly not the same as Peter, 
Andrew, James, John, Philip, Thomas, Judas Iscariot, Judas (Jude--
not Iscariot, also called Lebbaeus, or Thaddeus), all of whom John 
names separately.  He is not Matthew, whose call is described 
differently (M 9:9).  This leaves Bartholomew, James the son of 
Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes.  Of these, Bartholomew is the leading 
candidate for two reasons: 

(1) "Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, meaning "son of Tolmai (or 
Talmai)."  It is therefore likely that he had another name (A 
historical novel which may not be well researched informs me that a first-century Jew would 
be likely to use the patronymic instead of the forename as a mark of respect in speaking to a 
significantly older Jew.).  "Nathanael son of Tolmai" seems more likely than "Nathanael also 
called James (or Simon)." 

(2) Nathanael is introduced in John's narrative as a friend of Philip.  Since Bartholomew is 
paired with Philip on three of our four lists of Apostles, it seems likely that they were 
associated. 

We have no certain information about Bartholomew's later life.  Some writers, including 
the historian Eusebius of Caesarea (now Har Qesari, 32:30 N 34:54 E, near Sedot Yam), say 
that he preached in India.  The majority tradition, with varying details, is that Bartholomew 
preached in Armenia, and was finally skinned alive and beheaded to Albanus or Albanopolis 
(now Derbent, 42:03 N 48:18 E) on the Caspian Sea.  His emblem in art is a flaying knife.  
The flayed Bartholomew can be seen in Michelangelo's Sistine painting of the Last 
Judgement.  He is holding his skin.  The face on the skin is generally considered to be a self-
portrait of Michelangelo. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_apostles#The_Twelve_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synoptic_Gospels
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741417
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741468
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741489
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741489
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741784
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741855
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jun29.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/nov30.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jul25.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/dec27.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/dec21.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/oct28.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/sep21.html
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212742242
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/oct28.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/patronymic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0018_0_17921.html
http://india.gov.in/
http://www.gov.am/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derbent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
http://www.planetgast.net/symbols/apostles/bartholo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo
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 †  Scholarly Speaking 

 

The Canaanite Woman 

 

L ast Sunday’s Gospel* concludes with the story of Jesus’ encounter with a 
Canaanite woman while he is traveling om the area pf Tyre and Sidon 
(modern Lebanon).  Most commentators on this passage point out that Jesus 
deals with her rudely or harshly, but they usually say little about why, or 
what it might mean.  Today, I would look at this aspect of the periscope. 
 Historically the Canaanites were the great rivals of the Hebrews; they 
were at the top of the list of nations that Joshua was commanded to defeat 
and destroy in order to claim the promise to the land.  But they were also, 
like the Hebrews, Semitic people, speaking a similar language, and sharing 
an alphabet.  Modern DNA testing has proved what language long suggested; 
although they were largely driven out of Israel they survived in Tyre and 
Sidon and still do in Lebanon today.  Interestingly, despite the ancient rivalry 
in Israel David and his successors maintained friendly and trade 

relationships with Hiram and his successors as kings of Tyre – including the 
acquisition of cedars for the building of the palace and the temple.  Again, many 
commentaries tend to emphasize the ancient Jewish-Canaanite 
rivalry, but given the David-Hiram history it seems likely that 
Jesus went into the area (his only recorded trip outside of Israel) 
with some sense of commonality rather than enmity, and that this 
would also have informed his relationship with the woman. 

Certainly she seems to approach him with an open and 

trusting attitude.  In Matthew the only ones reported to address 
Jesus as ‘Lord’ already believed in him, and she twice 
speaks to him in this way.  Jesus, however, first ignores 
her, and when he does speak he first says, “I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.”  He then adds, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”  This remark was probably not as 
insulting in the original context as it may sound today, but nor is it a 
shining example of tact and diplomacy.  I would suggest that this whole 
account should be read as, in effect, an acted-out parable, told in such a 
way as to make a particular point. 

That point starts with the statement that he is sent to the lost sheep of Israel, 
and the apparent harshness (which may well have been exaggerated in the telling) 
lends emphasis to that starting point.  Just before the ascension, however, Jesus 
gives his apostles new instructions.  In Acts he tells them to 
witness in “Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.”  Even if his own mission is to the people of 
Israel, this story, with its journey to Tyre and the miracle of 
healing there, is an early hint his mission is just a beginning, 
and the work is indeed to be carried to all nations.  The 
woman herself, in her conclusion to the dialog, introduces a 
note of humor that was popular among the rabbis of the day, 
and continues to be widely appreciated in our own day: 
taking his words about the dogs she turns them around to 
make a new and convincing argument.  Sometimes humor is 
lost in translation, but here we have a response as universal as the Gospel itself. 

 - Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence 

 

 Mark’s Gospel also has a version of this story that 

refers to her as a ‘Syrophoenician’ – Phoenician is simply 
the Greek equivalent of the Semitic Canaanite (both terms 
refer to the color purple for these were the people who 

developed the purple dye that was a major luxury item in 
the ancient world) and Syro refers to the political reality 
that the area was part of the Roman province of Syria. 
 

D o you have a question you 

would like answered by our 

Scholar-in-Residence?  Send your 

ecclesiastical, liturgical, doctrinal, 

historical or other inquiries to: 

Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp15_RCL.html#gsp1
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=370439163
mailto:Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com?subject=To%20SiR+,%20with%20Love
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Social Media Sunday 2017 (#SMS17) is coming soon! 
 

G et ready to pick up 
your digital 

devices for Social Media 
Sunday (#SMS17), 
September 24. 

This event started in 
2013 at Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Tariffville as a 
way for parishioners to 
use devices to share 
their life of faith with 
the digital world. 

It has since grown to 
include Christians and 
people of faith 
everywhere. 

Join this Facebook 
group for resources to 
help your parish 
community prepare. 

And if you don't 
believe your church 
needs to be online, 
check out this blog by 
David Hansen, a pastor 
with a Lutheran church 
in Texas. 

Be the church online! 

What special instruction did the 

king of Egypt give to the Hebrew 

midwives Shiphrah and Puah? 

Exodus 1:15-16 NIV  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0woEK8w2wLBEx21r0AgMtf_hSoEJrQBRKKWz9i3XQVhxLsgee2_e6piXYfkIYdTipgL_5EJvK7OvAfNLvqkNL6yaX0cY1TUOy-U7UQ7YUzX-PrdSN0CtFGz7zNw5Mcxqv3MhrX7OkTHvhmr1KjKzzUP5B1pU8PcwIdaQ4IhONzGvnIvx4plyM5HTFtfbAFtAA_bXekE880=&c=L-okHviWtOWPsq-an1D-K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0woEK8w2wLBEx21r0AgMtf_hSoEJrQBRKKWz9i3XQVhxLsgee2_e6piXYfkIYdTipgL_5EJvK7OvAfNLvqkNL6yaX0cY1TUOy-U7UQ7YUzX-PrdSN0CtFGz7zNw5Mcxqv3MhrX7OkTHvhmr1KjKzzUP5B1pU8PcwIdaQ4IhONzGvnIvx4plyM5HTFtfbAFtAA_bXekE880=&c=L-okHviWtOWPsq-an1D-K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0woEK8w2wLBEx21r0AgMtf_hSoEJrQBRKKWz9i3XQVhxLsgee2_e5YOPYSRB-DCDAyBX8Z5Yaa1mH74_zEoZUajyl2bRM-2ld0I8E63HFaBuXkWlRgZ45y9j-ixQX8zUFyT07SGPfqmu-RGssdY2pUny05GwDHDitBzQMxlhTBrQfRKPn4nly11_wTVz7RCc6SZFQ_vJHaa2ie1c0IUIESlEhoazL5-gKr7
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Exodus+1:15-16&version=NIV&showfn=yes


12  

 

 

Holy Land Revisited 

†  Caesarea Philippi   
 

C aesarea Philippi was a Greco-Roman city located near the ancient city of Dan, in the 
northern part of Israel, by Mount Hermon and the Jordan River.  As you follow the 

Banias stream to the cliff area, you can tell immediately that you are in a very unique place.  
There is a rocky face that rises 100 feet above you and 500 feet wide, centered by a 
foreboding cave with temple ruins strewn about.  It was here that Herod the Great built the 
Temple of Augustus (Augusteum) in 19 B.C. to honor his Caesar.  The temple sat in front of 
the cave that was believed to be the gateway to the underworld, and where the Greek god 
Pan lived. 

This was one of three temples Herod 
constructed to honor Caesar Augustus in Israel - 
Caesarea Maritima by the Mediterranean Sea, 
Samaria-Sebaste in the south, and Caesarea 
Philippi.  Herod willed the region to his younger 
son Philip when he died in 4 B.C., who then built 
this city up to be his capital and to honor his 
Caesar, Tiberius.  Josephus records the spot in 
the following: 

“And when Caesar had further bestowed upon 
him (Herod) another additional country, he built 
there also a temple of white marble, hard by the 
fountains of Jordan: the place is called Panium 
(Panias, Caesarea Philippi), where is a top of a 
mountain that is raised to an immense height, and 
at its side, beneath, or at its bottom, a dark cave opens itself; within which there is a horrible 
precipice, that descends abruptly to a vast depth: it contains a mighty quantity of water, 
which is immovable; and when anybody lets down anything to measure the depth of the 
earth beneath the water, no length of cord is sufficient to reach it.  Now the fountains of 
Jordan rise at the roots of this cavity outwardly; and, as some think, this is the utmost origin 
of Jordan.” 

 Prior to the Romans, the Greeks under 
Alexander the Great had conquered the area.  
They were so enamored with the spot that 
Greek sanctuaries were built here to worship 
the god Pan, worship which included strange 
sexual acts with goats.  The Greeks called this 
place Panias, and the cave was the main 
attraction for Hellenistic pagan worship.  
Animal sacrifices were thrown into the 
bottomless pool inside.  If the sacrifices sank, 
the gods were appeased. 
 Next to the Pan cave are five niches with 
indented scalloped areas cut into the face of the 
cliff for their idols.  These niches had elaborate 
temples attached to worship Pan, Zeus, 
Nemesis, and a sanctuary to the cult of the 
“dancing goats.”  Pan was the god of the goats 

(Continued on page 13) 
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and his pipe music would entice the goats to dance, and make their fertility assured (he is 
also linked to sex, lust, and bestiality). 

It was so wicked, a sin city like today’s Las Vegas, that rabbis forbade a good Jew to 
come here.  Still, Jesus brought his men here anyway and revealed to them that He was the 
promised Messiah (Matthew 16).  Why here?  It was a simple way to let the world, both seen 
and unseen, know that there would be a coming battle for the souls of men.  At the foot of 
this debauched mountain, the gauntlet was thrown at Satan’s feet; his time was over. 

This mountain’s other significance is as the traditional site of the Transfiguration of 
Jesus (Matthew 17:1-8).  Interesting again to note that He chose “Satan’s turf” to proclaim 
His glory to His disciples.  No one knows the exact spot on Mount Hermon where this 
glorification occurred, but most believe that it was indeed here. 

Today you can see this cave, the rubble of the temples, and the shrines that were carved 
into the cliffs where Jesus acknowledged Peter’s revelation at Caesarea Philippi (today 
called Banias, most likely an Arab corruption of Pan, Panias).  There are huge sections of 
carved stone from the Temple all around the area, and King Agrippa’s Palace nearby.  
Overall, a fascinating stop that even brought Mark Twain here in 1867.  He described 
Caesarea Philippi like this: 

“…scattered every where, in the 
paths and in the woods, are Corinthian 
capitals, broken porphyry pillars, and 
little fragments of sculpture; and up 
yonder in the precipice where the 
fountain gushes out, are well-worn 
Greek inscriptions over niches in the 
rock where in ancient times the 
Greeks, and after them the Romans, 
worshipped the sylvan god Pan.” 

The ancients believed that water 
symbolized the abyss and death, so the 
spring that flowed out of the Gate of Hades made Jesus’ promise about His Church’s 
supremacy all the more poignant.  “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the Gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:17-20).  How 
perfect that one of the most sinful places in Israel was where He revealed Himself to be the 
true God of Israel. 

(Continued from page 12) Caesarea Philippi  



14  

 

What does the name 

"Peter" mean? 

a) Believer 

b) Grace 

c) Rock 

Matthew 16:17-18 NIV  

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Cross Keys pub sign 

Early 21st century 
Great Britain 

 

"A  common sign in Christian heraldry, 

referring to St Peter, to whom Jesus said: 

'I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven'.  The papal arms show crossed keys, and 

they occur again in the arms of various bishops."  

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each 

month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & 

Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by 

emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also 

looking for donations of reusable grocery 

bags and plastic bags for the clients to 

put their food in.  We are also looking 

for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to 

the pantry (gently used is accepted) and 

travel size toiletries you usually find at 

hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+16:17-18&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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T he Rector's Forum is currently studying 

Ecclesiastes, led by Jay Trott.  Join us 

each Sunday in the Guild Room between services 

TheThe  

Rector’sRector’s  

ForumForum  
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Aug 27th 8 am - Heather Melody   10:30 am - Amy Boyce 
Sept   3rd 8 am - Carol & Ray Ferro  10:30 am - Raegan Guglielmo 
Sept 10th 8 am - Kovac’s     10:30 am - Jack Collins 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, ECCLESIASTES, starting 
Tuesday, September 12th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

We all want our lives to matter, so we try to find significance through worldly pursuits.  
We might even feel satisfied for a time.  But when those 
moments fade - and they always do - the emptiness returns.  
As long as we look at life from a human perspective, nothing 
really matters.  The book of Ecclesiastes helps up look 
beyond our limited point of view to see God's reign in the 
world and figure out what our lives mean. 
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  
Please register by August 18th by emailing Debbi Pomeroy at 
debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $10. 

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags 
help.  So, please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

“Awesome August” 

Continues 
 

T he Men’s 

Bible Study 

August hiatus has 

been anything but 

boring.  As a matter of 

fact, it’s been awesome!  

“Awesome August” 

continues this coming 

Monday, August 28th at home 

of Dave Williams at 115 

Currituck Road, Newtown.  We’ll 

meet at 7:00 pm.  Once again come 

ready for some great food, fun and 

fellowship. 

Back to School Prayer for Educators 

 

A s I step into a new academic year restore 

my spirit. 

Renew my passion for sharing your wisdom. 

And nurture my compassion for those You 

put in my charge. 

Transform me as I seek to transform Guide 

me as I seek to guide. 

Open my mind and heart as I seek to open 

minds and hearts to the Good News of justice 

and peace. 

Help me listen more deeply 

to the world and to your Word 

so I can walk with my students 

attentive to the wisdom that 

calls us all to the Kingdom 

of God.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Son of the Living God 
 

 Exodus 1:8-2:10 

A  new king arises in Egypt who oppresses the growing population of Israelites and 
orders all Hebrew boys to be killed at birth.  But the infant Moses is set afloat on the 

Nile in a desperate attempt to preserve his life.  Ironically, it is Pharaoh’s own daughter who 
finds and keeps the child, undermining not only her unjust father, but an oppressive future 
regime. 

 Psalm 124 
A psalm of thanksgiving for deliverance. 
 Romans 12:1-8 
In this lesson Paul urges the Christians in Rome to devote 

themselves to God’s service and to recognize that with different 
functions they are all members of one body.  Instead of dead 
animals, they are to offer themselves as living sacrifices.  Their way 
of life is to be quite different from worldly standards.  So will they 
know the will of God.  All are to live in humility, realizing that 
they have their various gifts through God’s grace. 

 Matthew 16:13-20 
In our gospel Peter realizes that Jesus is the Christ, and Jesus 

then sees Peter as the rock foundation for his church and gives to 
him the keys of the kingdom.  The passage helps us to recognize 
that during Jesus’ lifetime and afterward there was speculation 
about his role.  Some saw the Son of Man as a kind of reembodiment of John the Baptist or 
another prophet.  Simon is renamed Peter (which means rock), for on him and because of this 
revelation the church will be built, although Jesus’ messiahship must be kept secret for the 
present.  
To Peter 
are given 
the keys 
to open 
or shut 
the gates 
of the 
kingdom 
and so to 
make 
judgment. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon ShortsSermon ShortsSermon Shorts   
   

“G od’s apparent strange design.”  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

Matthew 16:13-20 

It is very problematic that the Lectionary 
separates Verses 13-20 from Verses 21-23, 
the first of three occasions of Jesus showing 
his disciples that he must go up to Jerusalem, 

suffer, be killed, and on the third day be 
raised.  If we want the transformational 

bonding with Jesus as the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God, we also can't avoid bonding 

with Jesus the Crucified One. 

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#Response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp16_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Kent School; South Kent School; Pomfret School; 
Salisbury School; Wooster School; Rectory School; St. 
Thomas Day School, New Haven; Trinity School on the Hill 
(Middle School), Hartford; the Episcopal Church at Yale; the 
Episcopal Church at UCONN, Storrs; Berkeley Divinity 
School, New Haven. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Students preparing to enter schools, colleges, universities, and seminaries; school, 
college, and university chaplains; all campus ministries. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Lorraine Estok, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver & Lee Rybos, continued healing.  .....the safe 
return of Denise’s dog. 
.....the people of Botswana; the people of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea; the 
Diocese of Rumbek - (Bahr El Ghazal, South Sudan) The Rt Revd Alapayo Manyang 
Kuctiel; and our sister and brother members of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
(Liberated). 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Danbury, a congregational partner of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....Rhonda, healing of cancer. 
.....Agriculture. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Denise, quick healing to avoid a serious operation. 
.....Linda, dealing with loss, lost and needing prayer. 
.....Susan, complete healing & recovery from her cancer treatments. 
.....Steve, healing of bleeding in his kidneys and has other dangerous health issues. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
 

Late for MassLate for MassLate for Mass   
   

Melinda would like to make Melinda would like to make Melinda would like to make 
a confession… she is a confession… she is a confession… she is 
always late for Mass. always late for Mass. always late for Mass.    

Weary and worn in the battle of life, 

Driven and beaten by sorrow and strife; 

Turn to your Savior your burden to share; 

Pause at His feet for a moment of prayer. 

Pause at His feet for a moment of prayer; 

Honor the dear blessed name that we bear 

Pause in your hurry, worry and care, 

Pause at His feet for a moment of prayer.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_New_Guinea
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-sudan&dio=rumbek&pos=bishop-of-rumbek&posID=19201
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-sudan&dio=rumbek&pos=bishop-of-rumbek&posID=19201
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Churches_in_the_Netherlands_%28Liberated%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Churches_in_the_Netherlands_%28Liberated%29
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.danbury.org/org/stpaullutheran/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/29.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HWHb9uWXE0&t=48s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HWHb9uWXE0&t=48s


20  

 
 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Larry Creagh, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun !Just For Fun !Just For Fun !   
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that the longest time 
between two twins being born is 87 days? 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/tomphillips/42-incredibly-weird-facts-youll-want-to-tell-people-down-the?utm_term=.ekA96NLWq#.jgRjRX9oL

