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Sword Points Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  Dark Times Are When Our Light Shines Brightest 
 

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

T he above verse assigned for this Sunday's worship is as relevant today as 
it was when written by St. Paul to the Christian church in ancient Greece 

in 50 AD.  Those receiving this encouragement lived in a violent place and 
time; we so often do as well.  As we celebrated All Saints' Day last Sunday, 
twenty-six Christians in Texas were killed as they worshiped.  May they rest 
in peace and rise in glory. 

Christian hope in the midst of despair hinges on the resurrection, as the 
above Scripture goes on to proclaim: "We believe that Jesus died and rose 
again...and God will bring with 
him those who have died" (v. 
14).  Pain, suffering and death 
are an unavoidable part of our 
human condition.  We are 
entitled to grieve, and hope. 

Dark times are when our light 
shines brightest.  As the church 
we inform in order to transform: 
God has the last word, and it is 
peace with God, and life 
forevermore, as we put our hope 
in Christ. 

Hope be with you, 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  You...Paraclete Me! 
 

"Brothers and Sisters, 
we do not want you to be uninformed 

...do not grieve like the rest of mankind, 
who have no hope." 

- 1st Thessalonians 4:13 (NIV) 
by John Tuthill 

 

D 
id you get your gift of encouragement yet today?  A "thumbs up," a warm smile, 
even a simple (but seemingly sincere) "How are ya?" from a stranger or an 
acquaintance - even these tiny things can brighten the way through the day.  But 

we need reminding of what we often forget to look for - the immeasurably more that we are 
continually receiving from our Savior at all times, day and night. 

In the gospel reading this Sunday 
(Matthew 25:1-13) Jesus tells the 
"Parable of the Ten Virgins."  He 
calls five of them "foolish and the 
other five "wise."  Although the 
"wise" were the ones who were ready 
for the bridegroom when He arrived 
(Jesus, that is), it seems to go 
unnoticed and unremarked on in 
Bible notes and in sermons that all ten 
virgins were, in fact, asleep!  The 
"wise" were ready for the bridegroom 
regardless of being awake or asleep at 
the time they knew would come, if 
not exactly when.  It seems that 
preparedness, that ability to 
continually re-fuel their lamps, is a gift from God.  Asleep or awake when the time comes, 
at Jesus' return those who already are fueled by the "Light of the World" (John 8:12) will 
have the hope that is the encouragement given to them fully realized at last. 

The Apostle Paul writes in many of his letters about "encouragement" and he refers to it 
as a gift.  We have the word translated as "encouragement" in most of our English 
translations, but what Paul wrote is the Greek word "paraklésis" which means "called to 
one's side" or "come along side" as a help, and as a way of providing strength & clarity of 
what needs to be done.  And Jesus, when He told His "friends" the Apostles that He would 
send the Holy Spirit as a "Helper" and a "Comforter" (John 14:16, 26, 15:26) is naming God 

the Holy Spirit in such a 
way that He is sometimes 
referred to with this Greek 
word, "The Paraclete," the 
"One who comes along 
side" and gives the 
strength and the 
"everything" needed but 
that we are otherwise 
lacking in ourselves.  By 
God's grace and the in-
dwelling of "The 
Paraclete" may we 
continually have our 
lamps ready and filled, 
with an abundance for 
when the time comes and 
Jesus "our Hope" (1 
Timothy 1:1) returns. 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov   9 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Nov 11 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

  11:00 am - William Mayer Burial Rite  (LiveStream) 

Sun, Nov 12 - Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Mon, Nov 13 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Tue, Nov 14 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  6:45 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Behold the Lamb Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Wed, Nov 15  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 

Thu, Nov 16 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

  7:30 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Nov 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Nov 19 - Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  12:00 pm - Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B eth Trott celebrates tomorrow!  Bake a cake for Gail 

Crisalli on Saturday.  Sheri Brought & Walter Von 

Egidy will be opening presents on Sunday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

†  You Can Help  
The second Saturday of each month a group 

from St. Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food 

& Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by 

emailing Laurie DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  

The pantry is also looking for donations of 

reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the 

clients to put their food in.  We are also 

looking for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to the 

pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also 

needed.  Please place donations in Crocker 

Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Surrounded by So Great a Cloud of Witnesses 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

  Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

A fter accepting Jesus Christ as my Lord in the summer of 1985, in the fall of that 
year I started attending St. Paul’s Church in Brookfield.  Under the leadership of 

Reverend George Crocker, I was welcomed with open arms by the members of St. Paul’s.  It 
was there that I first experienced the true love of Christ.  I felt loved, accepted, and 
appreciated for the uniqueness of whom God created me to be. 

I soon became a member and got involved in several ministries, 
including the men’s prayer breakfast, the healing team, and even 
served a term on the vestry.  And early on, I was blessed to attend a 
Cursillo weekend that strengthened my trust and faith in the Lord.  
Altogether, I felt very much at home in the church body at St. 
Paul’s. 

In February of 2002, I was led to accept a position with 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) in Worcester, MA.  It was 
difficult leaving St. Paul’s, but I trusted in God’s plan and His 
purpose for my life. 

Since my move to Massachusetts, I have been given frequent 
opportunities to return to St. Paul’s and visit with my brothers and 
sisters in the Lord.  And in 2014, I traveled to Israel with several 
members of St. Paul’s, and while there, developed a special bond 
with the current Rector, Reverend Joe Shepley. 

This past Saturday night at St. Paul’s, I attended a 90th birthday celebration held in 
honor of my long-time friend, Ginny Beck.  Since my move to Massachusetts, Ginny has 
become a spiritual mother to me, and I’ve been accepted by her children Jim, John, and 
Maria, as a beloved brother in the Lord. 

Not only did I get to spend time with the Beck family, but I also enjoyed sweet 
fellowship throughout the weekend with many present and former members of St. Paul’s.  
Throughout these two days, I was the recipient of much love, and many kind words of 
encouragement.  I was treated with such grace and lovingkindness that it felt as though I had 
never left St. Paul’s. 

I was so deeply touched by the love so willingly and genuinely demonstrated towards me 
that as I spent time with the Lord last Sunday morning before heading to St. Paul’s for the 8 
am service.  He showed me that all of you, the body of St. Paul’s, are my “great cloud of 
witnesses,” for you have lovingly supported me and my walk of faith continually ever since 
I first stepped into the church back in 1985.  And even though I’m not physically present 
there as often as I would like to be, I feel your love and prayers across the miles that separate 
us. 

I was so overcome by the love that you’ve consistently shown me over the years, and 
especially during my time there this past Saturday and Sunday, that tears of joy freely 
flowed during yesterday’s second service as I praised God for the love He has given me 
through each of you. 

As I write this letter, tears of heartfelt gratitude fill my eyes.  Thank you from my heart 
to yours, for the love of Christ you have demonstrated towards me in word and deed 
throughout these many years we’ve been together in the Spirit of the Lord.  Know that each 
of you are in my heart and in my prayers.  And I look forward to the next time we can be 
together, rejoicing in the presence of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  And walk in love, as Christ 
also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweet-smelling aroma.”     Ephesians 5:1-2 
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†  Vestry Meeting 
October 11th 

Opening: :  David Williams opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:33 pm.   George 
Stowell led a Bible study on Ezekiel 11:16-
20, people in exile. Judgement - sent far 
away for defiling the holy place.  Action - 
God will bring them back and they will 
remove vile things from the temple and from 
their hearts - a new birth.  Promise - they will 
be his people and He will be their God.  God 
meets people in different ways and at 
different times.  People are turning, 
repenting, some are brand new - learning 
about God- they are following not because 
they have to but because they want to.  
“They will be my people, and I will be their 
God.”  Joan Boehm gave her testimony.  She 
went to church as a youth but didn’t care 
about God.  She had several close calls with 

death, but God didn’t take her.  She was very 
touched by 9/11, went to a prayer service and 
realized she needed God.  She started going 
to different churches, then came to a funeral 
at St. Paul’s where she felt full of joy and at 
home.  She continued to come here, studied 
the Word and became a believer, she is still 
learning and growing.  The September 
minutes were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: September was a 
good month for both income and balancing 
expenses.  Closing in on ending year in the 
black.  Endowments are up 8.9% for the 
year. 
 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen reported 
for Property: the two leaks in the irrigation 
system were fixed free of charge; there is 
now a light at the back door.  IT Committee 
is working on a punch list of things that need 

updating or replacing and 
other new needs.  Written 
reports were submitted by 
Joan Boehm on Sunday 
School; George Stowell on 
Family Life, Adult Christian Education and 
Evangelism; and Ron Switzer on 
Communications.  David Williams reminded 
everyone to start thinking about reports for 
the annual meeting. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley will be 
away on October 15th; Rev. Julie Mudge 
will be here to preach and celebrate. 
 

Old Business: The Vestry approved 
purchase of a mid-range dishwasher for the 
Parish Hall kitchen.  Bill Schrull is looking 

into pricing and Bonnie Wanzer 
has also been investigating 
options.  The Vestry approved a 
request by Pat Brought to sell 
luminaires in honor of service men 
and women, for the VFW, for 
placement on the green in New 
Milford for Veterans Day.  George 

Stowell volunteered to work on Policies and 
Procedures. 
 

New Business: The parish has made very 
generous donations toward hurricane relief, 
totaling $6748.00, no further funds were 
approved by the Vestry at this time.  The 
purchase of a hand held microphone for use 
during the service was approved by the 
Vestry.  The parish will be offered the 
opportunity to fund it.  Patrick O’Connors is 
planning to record some of his original praise 
music.  An opportunity to assist in the 
funding will be available through the site 
Indiegogo. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:09 pm by Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 

remember homeless people are on their feet all day, and 

the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  

Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the 

men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place 

donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

November 14th 

Samuel Seabury 
First American Bishop, 1796 

 

W hen Britain's former colonies fought their 
Revolutionary War against the motherland, churches 

were affected.  Most notably, the Church of England in the United 
States renamed itself the Episcopal Church.  But if it were to 
function, it needed bishops.  And if the bishops were to be valid 
(under the theory of apostolic succession) they must be 
consecrated by legitimate bishops who had themselves been 
consecrated by bishops all the way back to the apostles.  The 
problem was, British law forbade consecration of anyone who would 
not swear loyalty to the crown. 

When one of the Episcopal leaders, Samuel Seabury, sailed to 
England, seeking consecration, the bishops of London refused it.  The 
British cabinet took the position that to consecrate Seabury was 
interference in the affairs of the United States.  What were the 
churchmen to do? 

 It was not as if Seabury were a 
rebel.  Quite the contrary; his witty 
pamphlets against the rebellion and 
the Continental Congress had so 
angered the Patriots that they had thrown him into 
prison.  After his release, Seabury escaped to the 
British lines where he gave valuable information to 
General Howe's army.  Seabury stayed behind the 
British lines the rest of the war, doctoring the king's 
soldiers.  After the war, he was chosen bishop by 
Church of England clergymen in at Glebe House in 
Woodbury, Connecticut. 
 With consecration in England out of the question, 
Samuel Seabury traveled to Scotland.  On November 
14, 1784, the Scottish bishops of Aberdeen, Moray and 
Ross consecrated Samuel Seabury as the first Episcopal 
bishop of the United States.  A few years later, the 
spirit of charity reasserted itself and London 

consecrated additional bishops. 
Meanwhile, Samuel Seabury returned to Connecticut.  Because he had sided with the 

monarchy during the war, he was never popular in his homeland.  And his consecration 
always seemed tainted, because it had come in the "irregular" church of Scotland, rather 
than at the hands of the highest leaders of the Church of England.  Because the Scottish 
Episcopalians had refused to swear allegiance to William and Mary (when James II was 
driven into exile), their church had been given no official recognition by the government 
and operated under legal disabilities.  On his return home, Seabury was recognized as 
Bishop of Connecticut in Convocation on August 3, 1785, at Middletown.  With Bishop 
William White, he was active in the organization of the Episcopal Church at the General 
Convention of 1789.  With the support of William Smith of Maryland, William Smith of 
Rhode Island, William White of Pennsylvania, and Samuel Parker of Boston, Seabury kept 
his promise, made in a concordat with the Scottish bishops, to persuade the American 
Church to adopt the Scottish form for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 

In 1790 Seabury became responsible for episcopal oversight of the churches in Rhode 
Island; and at the General Convention of 1792 he participated in the first consecration of a 
bishop on American soil, that of John Claggett of Maryland. 

Controversy did not stop Seabury from working hard as a bishop, visiting his entire see 
and opening new churches.  His prodigious labor is verified by the fact that he confirmed 
over 10,000 individuals!  Seabury died on February 25, 1796, and is buried beneath St. 
James’ Church, New London, Connecticut. 

Embedded in 

the top of our 

altar is a stone 

from Aberdeen, 

Scotland, 

inscribed 

“Aberdeen 

1784.” 
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W e are warned about being 
unprepared when the Lord 

calls.  How can we best assure that 
we will be ready?  Living a life under-girded by 

prayer, study, sacrificial giving, and intentional 
involvement in a worshipping community, may help us to 

be ever responsible to God’s call - for whatever - and 
whenever He asks. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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 Come check out the parent 
articles featured on our Sunday 

School bulletin board (below left)!   
And our cuties in the nursery and 

Ms. Joan’s Level One Class!  
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.”             - Matthew 25:13 

 

M any of us have put off doing something because we 

think we are too busy.  We’ve all said, “I’ll do it later 

when I have time.”  Unfortunately, too many of us apply this 

attitude to our Faith.  Jesus’ call is urgent, in the here and now, 

in your current circumstances.  Don’t delay, how is God calling 

you to use your gifts today? 
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†  Veterans Day 
  

S aturday, November 11, is Veterans Day, and the Rt. 
Rev. James Magness, the Episcopal Church’s bishop for 

Armed Forces and Federal Ministries, urges congregations to 
“remember veterans of all wars in music, readings and 
prayers.” 

Veterans Day was first celebrated as “Armistice Day” in 
1919, when President Woodrow Wilson commemorated the 
first anniversary of the armistice ending World War I, at “the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month” in 1918. 

President Wilson declared: 
“The reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with 

solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s 
service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the 
thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given 
America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the 
nations.” 

Armistice Day became a national holiday in 1938, and in 1954 Congress replaced the 
word “Armistice” with “Veterans.” 

  

Prayer for Veterans 

T oday we remember all of our veterans past and 
present.  We ask for the healing of those who 

have been wounded in body and soul, wounds both 
visible and invisible.  We pray for those who have 
returned and those who are returning from Iraq and 
Afghanistan, for those who served in Vietnam, Korea 
and World War II and live with injured bodies and 
traumatized spirits to receive your solace and healing.  
We ask that those who are unable to pray for themselves 
will receive the blessings of our prayers offered on their 
behalf.  Bring peace to those places where our women 
and men have fought.  Bless those who served in non-
combatant roles.  May their service continue in their 
lives and may that service be positive for all of us. 

Give us the vision to see a world in which all grow 
weary with war and fighting, and turn their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  These 
things we ask in the name of the Prince of Peace.  
Amen. 

- The Rt. Rev. James Magness, bishop for Armed 
Forces and Federal Ministries 

Veterans Day 2009 in Okinawa, Japan 

(Photo by Joshua J. Wahl)  
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 †  How to Cope with Anger 
 
 

A s I said in the last Sword Points, the first stage of grief is Denial.  The second stage 

of grief is Anger.  This is the stage that many people, whatever their age is are 

always stuck in.  This can be a positive emotion or a negative emotion.  Let’s go back to the 

example of “I can’t have cancer.”  The anger part of this is “how did I come down with 

this.”  “I will not accept this.” “How dare the doctor give me this diagnosis.”  “I am as 

healthy as I am.” “I am going 

to tell my doctor off or I will 

kick him where the sun don’t 

shine.”  Some people, when 

they are in this stage 

sometimes will commit 

heinous crimes against other 

people or things.  For 

example, some people will 

commit murder because they 

were laid off from a job; does 

damage to property, for 

example, run their car over 

someone else’s front yard; or 

as examples from the Bible: 

Judas sold Jesus for thirty 

pieces of silver because Judas 

wanted Jesus to lead his group against the Romans.  What other examples can we find in the 

Bible about anger.  What about God’s anger towards sin.  Then there is John 2 13-16, Jesus 

was very angry with the money changers in the temple, so He went and turned the tables 

over saying, “my house is a house of prayer”.  Anger can make you physically sick.  When 

you turn anger inwards you create a psychological depression.  It will eat at you to the point 

of having stomach problems.  Anger will make you grind your teeth while you are sleeping.  

Recognize this stage of grief and reach out for help.  Do not go through this step alone.  But 

you need to go through this stage to get to Acceptance.   

So now we have Denial “I don’t have cancer,” to Anger which is “I am so angry at the 

doctor for telling me this that I will tell him off and kick him where the sun don’t shine.   

Next we will talk about Bargaining.  God Bless.   

Sue Balla, the Episcopal Church n Connecticut, Ministry on Aging.   

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 
- Amos 5:24  
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Did you miss last week’s Children’s sermon?  Click here to watch it. 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially struggling.  

Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags attached listing 

items requested by the families.  If you would like to bring some 

extra joy to the families, please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are due 

back to church by Sunday, December 10th, with the tag 

attached (most important).  Please keep under the maximum 

limit of $30 per gift.  In addition to the individual families we 

will be working with there will also be tags for a holiday 

shopping table.  This will provide small Gift items (up to $10: 

crayons, markers, hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, 

etc.) and holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, 

bows, and candy).  Please find your tag number on the 

clipboard and write your name and phone number in the 

corresponding space.  Thank you in advance for showering 

Christmas blessings on the families. 

†  William L. Mayers 

T he Burial Rite for Bill Mayers will be held here at St. 

Paul’s, appropriately on Veterans Day, this Saturday 

November 11th at 11 am. 
 

 Several people have asked if we had  a copy of the prayer 

Bill offered each week during the Prayers of the People.  

Here it is… 

 Let us remember our men and women who gave their 

lives for this great country of ours.  Bless them and keep them 

in thy eternal care.  We ask all this through Jesus Christ our 

Savior.  Amen. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/childrens-sermons.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Nov 12th 8 am - Polly Sorrentino   10:30 am - Beth Beck 
Nov 19th 8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Amy Tilford 
Nov 26th 8 am - Karen & David Greeley 10:30 am - Amy Boyce 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

Name Tags - Please 
be courteous to your 
fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, 
visiting clergy and 
guests by extending 
a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to 
wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Men's Bible Study to Begin a New Series: 

 1 & 2 Thessalonians.  
 

P aul's two letters to the Thessalonians contain some of the most important Bible 

passages about the final days. These letters set forth the Christian view of history, 

showing that history is not cyclical, but linear, and 

will come to a culmination consisting of the 

parousia, or Second Coming of Christ, the 

resurrection, the judgment and the kingdom.  We got off to a 

rousing start with 24 men in our opening study.  Join on  

Monday and find out how we, too, are part of God's great plan of 

salvation.  We start promptly at 7 pm and end just as promptly at 8. 

†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you would 
enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make up 3 baskets for the 

same families who will be receiving the gifts from our Christmas 
Giving Tree.  We will need three turkeys to be donated.  While 
you shop, if you could please choose any items from the 
following list: 

Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner Rolls, 
Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or Canned 
Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery, 
Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, 
Paper Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts. 

All food donations are due by Sunday, November 19th.  
Once the food donations have come in, we will 
need volunteers to divide the food into the baskets 
for the families.  Please speak with Barbara 
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722. 

 

 

S ounds like Jesus is offering a lesson on 
good and prudent stewardship in this 

weekend’s gospel.  In 
thinking about your own 
life, would you say that 
your decisions and actions 
reflect wise stewardship 
choices?  If they haven’t, 
don’t give up it’s never 
too late to change choices 
and actions. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on 
Sunday, December 10 at 5:00 pm.  Please mark your 

calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service 
which consists of Scripture readings about the birth of 

Jesus interspersed with the singing of traditional carols 
led by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way to 
prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 
 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are 
welcome to join our special choir for this service. 
Rehearsals are on the following three Mondays from 
7-9 pm: Nov 20, Nov 27, Dec 4 and Thursday, Dec 
7.  The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like 

to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around 
people who like to sing Christmas music.  No 

previous participation in the music ministry required!  
It may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small 

group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten Peterson 
for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding a Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we have in Crocker Hall this weekend.  Check your closets for 

those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to St. Paul’s 

and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/patrick-o-connors-worship-ep#/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/patrick-o-connors-worship-ep#/
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†  The Tomb of David - Part I   
 

“Then David rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David.  He had 
reigned forty years over Israel - seven years in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem.  So 
Solomon sat on .  In the same building, on the second floor, is the traditional Upper Room 
where Jesus met with His disciples for the Last Passover.  This decision was also not made 
by the Christians, but by the Crusaders.  The Crusaders rebuilt the building with this second 
floor, and it mistakenly became known as the Upper Room of the Last Supper.  Despite the 
reverence shown by the people who Peter’s up with biblical archaeology.  King David was 
buried in the southeastern part of the lower and smaller hill, which is directly south of the 
Temple Mount, and a half-mile away from the modern Tomb of David. 

So if we know David was buried in the biblical City of David (east), and Mount Zion is 
where the Tomb of David is today (west), then where inside of the true biblical City of 
David is his real tomb?  We’ll try to answer that in The Tomb of David–Part II. 

Tomb of David - I 

Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the 

Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  

Plans are underway for another awesome Christian 

pilgrimage.  This time to Egypt with a Nile River cruise 

and a climb up Mount Sinai.  There will be options for 

those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.  

We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July 

19th.  The Israel only trip leaves 

on July 10th.  Pricing and more details coming soon. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Parable of the Wise and Foolish 

Virgins, detail 
1838-1842 

Schadow, Friedrich Wilhelm von, 1789-1862 
 

H e was born in Berlin, the second son of the 

sculptor Johann Gottfried Schadow, who 

gave him his first lessons in drawing.  He then 

turned to painting and in 1819 Schadow developed 

his paintings for churches.  In 1826 he was made 

director of the Düsseldorf Academy of the Arts, 

which he reoriented towards the production of 

Christian art His paintings are mostly found in 

Düsseldorf and 

Berlin, but one of 

his best works, 

the ‘Wise and 

Foolish Virgins,’ 

is in the Museum 

at Frankfort-on-

the-Main.  He 

was perhaps more 

successful as a 

teacher and 

demonstrator 

than as a creative artist, but he had a very distinct, 

even though one-sided influence, upon the religious 

art of Germany.  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Awaiting the Bridegroom 
 

 Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson, Joshua, like Moses before him, acts as a 
mediator between the people of Israel and God at Shecham.  He calls them to 

affirm their covenant with the Lord.  It was at Shecham that God first spoke to 
Abraham in Canaan, and at Shecham that Jacob abjured his family to “put away the 
foreign Gods among you.”  Joshua recalls the Lord’s faithfulness through history and 
his consistent benevolence toward Israel.  The choice is stark, for the Lord demands 
entire devotion; all other deities must be shunned and put away.  In language 
reminiscent of treaty documents of the period, the people swear their loyalty to God. 

 Psalm 78:1-7 
The psalm recalls Israel’s trials and the Lord’s sustaining grace in the wilderness 

after the escape from Egypt. 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
In this reading Paul offers a vision of how the dead in Christ will rise and then, 

together with those who are alive, be caught up to meet the Lord in the sky.  
Apparently some members of the Thessalonian church had died, and there was this concern; 
would they miss the Lord’s coming?  First, Paul reminds them that the Christian hope is 
rooted in the God who raised Jesus.  He then describes the day of the Lord’s appearing and 
the raising up of the dead and the living, using highly poetic imagery conditioned by the 
worldview of his time.  The essential meaning is clear: we shall be with the Lord. 

 Matthew 25:1-13 
Our gospel is the parable of the wise and foolish maidens - those prepared and unprepared 

for the bridegroom’s coming.  In several ways the details of the story may strike us as odd and 
even a little unfair, but such a concern missies the main point, which has much in common 
with other of Jesus’ parables.  One must at all times be ready with repentance and decision for 
the kingdom’s coming.  In a later period this story was read with allegorical overtones.  Jesus is 
the 
bridegroom 
whose return 
is delayed.  
Some in the 
church are 
falling asleep 
while others 
remain 
expectant. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"B ehold the half of it I have not told you!”  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

Matthew 25:1-13 

The bridesmaids who did 

not bring extra oil were 

determining the time frame in 

which the bridegroom could 

be honorably welcomed back 

to his home with lamps fully 

ablaze.  Their lack of 

preparation is disrespectful 

and insulting to the 

bridegroom.  

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp27_RCL.html#reading1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp27_RCL.html#response1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp27_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp27_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok 
and other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. James’, Winsted; All Saints’, Wolcott; St. Paul’s, Woodbury. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The health and well being of persons employed by The Episcopal 
Church; the Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of 
Deputies of The Episcopal Church. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, 
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam 
Altemus, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of Gabon; the people of the Argentine Republic; Diocese of Tuam, Killala & 
Achonry - (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt Revd Patrick William Rooke; and our sister and brother 
members of the Latin Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from 
basket collections during the month of November. 
.....Amos House, a partner ministry of the Jericho 
Partnership that provides transitional housing for 
homeless families with supportive services, helping 
families become independent, housed and self-
sufficient. 
.....Monastic Orders and Vocations. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort 
during her treatments. 
.....Everyone affected by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, 
Jose and Maria and the ongoing recovery efforts. 
…..Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
…..First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, TX. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 

The Fancy Party 
 

Otherwise known as the 
Parable of the Ten 
Virgins....Here’s a 

different take on the 
parable from Matthew 

25:1-13. 

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesWinstedCT4Jesus/?rf=120361691308748
http://www.allsaintswolcott.org
http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=ireland&dio=tuam,-killala-achonry&pos=bishop-of-tuam,-killala-achonry&posID=18724
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_Church
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/index
http://amoshouse.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/16.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzRCNRMBZSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzRCNRMBZSQ
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Diane 

Loring, Bill Loring, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that Grape-kun, a 

Humboldt penguin, "fell in love" with a cutout 

of an anime character?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grape-kun

