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February 15, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  Forty Days of Spiritual Growth 
 

“Rend your hearts and not your garments.  Return to the Lord 
your God.”                   Joel 2:13 
 

Dear Friends, 

W e are now in the forty days of Lent.  Forty days is a 
biblical number involving repentance, preparation 

and anticipation.  Moses was on the mountain of God 

forty days; the spies were in the land forty days; Elijah 
traveled before coming to his vision in his cave forty days; 
the people of Ninevah were given the time to repent of 
forty days; and Jesus was tempted in the wilderness forty 
days. 

The church sets aside this time in order for us to 

experience our own forty days of spiritual growth, to 
mystically join Jesus in the desert while deepening our 
reliance upon God.  Yesterday we began with Ash 
Wednesday preparing us for “life after dust,” a reminder 
of our own mortality and complete need for God as we 
look to the Easter promise of God’s saving power in 

Jesus. 

May we experience together a Holy Lent, including our 
Wednesday evening Lenten series on spiritual growth.  As 
we journey together, we await Easter joy, filled with the 
assurance of God’s everlasting mercy, love and 
forgiveness. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Schizomenous!  Heaven Torn Open! 
 

Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, 
He saw heaven being torn open 

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 
 - Mark 1:10 (NIV) 

 

by John Tuthill 
 

W hy was Jesus baptized?  This may seem like such a simple and innocent little 

question - right up until you are the one being asked! 

In the gospel reading this Sunday (Mark 1:9-15) Jesus 

comes from Nazareth in Galilee and is baptized by John the 

Baptist in the River Jordan.  Mark writes in chapter one and 

verse ten simply stating that Jesus saw "heaven ripped open 

as He came up out of the water."  Did no one else see that?  

The gospel does not say.  "Schizomenous!" is the Greek 

word for the ripping open of heaven according to the Greek 

concordance - such a wonderful sounding word to convey 

this happening.  Schizomenous!  This is the only place in 

the Bible I find that very gratifying word, although it is 

reminiscent also of the enormous veil in the temple that was 

also torn in two when Jesus breathed His last on the cross 

(see Matthew 27:51). 

Jesus was sinless.  What need would He have to receive 

the baptism of repentance that John was offering?  In 

Matthew's telling, John is understandably dumbfounded at 

Jesus' request to be baptized by him.  John must have 

recognized his own sin and his own need to repent as 

making him unfit to baptize the spotless "Lamb of god who takes away the sin of the 

world!"  Jesus replied that it should be done because "it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness (Matthew 3:15). 

Could it be that Jesus was referring to the righteousness that He would fulfill for us on 

the cross, for us who could never otherwise hope to do it?  At our baptism, does the fact that 

the heavens ripped open for Jesus show that He is indeed the Way (John 14:6)?  Our 

baptism is linked to Jesus' baptism because He gives all who exchange with Him their sin 

for His righteousness (so says 2 Corinthians 5:21). 

Best of all, Jesus' baptism is attested to in all four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John) and God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all shown in glory.  The voice of the 

Father is spoken directly from heaven to testify for all time His pleasure with the Son and 

the work of all three is evident: the Father loves 

those chosen from before the foundation of the 

world (Ephesians 1:4), and the Father sends the 

Son to seek after and save the lost (Luke 

19:10), and, the Spirit convicts of sin (John 

16:8) while also drawing us to the Father 

through the Son.  The whole truth of God's 

mercy is sent down from heaven torn open and 

through Christ our Savior.  No, Jesus does not 

need baptism, He IS baptism and is the 

fulfillment of all righteousness and in Whom 

the Father is well-pleased. 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  House Blessing 

T his Thursday evening, 

February 22nd  at 7 

pm we’ll be sharing Holy 

Eucharist and 

blessing the home 

of parishioners 

Mary & 

Lyndon 

Thomas at 

22 Juniper 

Road in 

Newtown.  

Directions 

will be available in the back 

of the church.  Join us for an 

enjoyable evening of praise 

and fellowship. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the gospel of God….”  – Mark 1:14 

 

D o you ever think about how difficult it must have 

been for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that 

John had just been arrested for 

teaching the same message that 

Jesus was proclaiming.  It must 

have taken great love and trust 

for Jesus to do what the Father 

had sent Him here on earth to 

do.  In the same way, 

following a life of stewardship 

takes great love and trust from 

us.  We must be willing to 

surrender completely to God, trusting that God will always 

give us all that we need to fulfill His plan for us. 

 

 
 

Thu, Feb 15 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 18 -  First Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Mon, Feb 19 - 10:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - St. Paul’s Movie Club, “Samson” at AMC Loews 

Tue, Feb 20 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Feb 21 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion 

 - 6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall 

Thu, Feb 22 - 7:00 pm - Home Eucharist / House Blessing at Thomas’ 

  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Feb 24 -  St. Matthias, Apostle 

 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Feb 25 -  Second Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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Youth Auction - March 4th 
On Sunday, March 4th, St. Paul's OWN will host its annual blind auction to raise 

funds for our summer mission trip to Chicago. And you are invited! Last years auction 

included gift cards to local restaurants, a family movie night gift basket, tickets to a local 

concert, music lessons, a gift certificate to a jewelry store, and more! We expect to 

have just as many fantastic items up for auction this year. There is no admission price, 

and families are always welcome and kids are invited to participate in our kids only raf-

fle. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served. We hope to see you there! 

We are looking for help from individuals, small groups/ministries, and businesses to 

help make the evening a success. Please consider helping us in the 

following ways: 

Individuals: we are looking for donations of new, unwrapped toys 

for a kids only raffle during the auction. 

Small Groups/Ministries: please consider going in with your 

small group or ministry group to donate a themed basket or auc-

tion item. It could be anything from a spa gift basket to food 

items (jams, jellies, baked goods), to a family movie night 

basket. Or perhaps a party theme basket, gardening or 

quilting basket, or even a date night basket for busy 

parents.  

Businesses: If you own or work at a local business 

please consider donating an item or service from your business such as a gift card to 

your restaurant or store, a consultation by a professional, or a donation of landscaping, 

snow removal, auto or boat detailing, etc.  It’s a great way to support the youth and per-

haps bring in a new patron! 

We ask that all donations be brought to the church by Sunday, February 18th. 

Please sign up during coffee hour to help out with the auction. Thank you! 
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†  A Love Letter From 
Your Heavenly Father  

by Steve Hemming 
 

My beloved,1 

I 
 have loved you with an everlasting love.2  I have called you by your name; you are 
Mine.3  I chose you before the foundation of the world.4  I formed your inward parts 
and covered you in your mother’s womb.  You are fearfully and wonderfully made.5 

I love you so much that I gave my only begotten Son Jesus Christ, as a sacrifice, that if 
you believe in Him, you will not perish, but have eternal life.6  As a demonstration of my 
love for you, while you were still a sinner, My Son died for you.7  Greater love has no one 
than this, that Jesus laid down His life for you.8  He was wounded for your transgressions, 
and bruised for your iniquities.9  He bore your sins on the cross, and by His stripes, you are 
healed.10 

I raised My Son from the dead 
and seated Him at My right hand, in 
the heavenly places,11 where He now 
makes intercessions for you.12  If you 
confess with your mouth My Son 
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your 
heart that I raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved.13  For there is no 
other name under heaven given 
among men by which you can be 
saved.14  My Son declared, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through 
Me.”15  For this is eternal life, that 
you may know Me and My Son Jesus 
Christ.16 

My precious thoughts towards 
you are so great in number, they are 
in sum more than the grains of sand on a beach.17  I will never leave you nor forsake you.18  
So you have no reason to be afraid, for I will be with you wherever you go.19  Do not worry, 
for I am your God.  I will strengthen you.  I will help you.  And I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.20 

Remember that I am your refuge and strength.  I am your very present help in time of 
trouble.21  When you call upon Me, I will answer you.  I will be with you in trouble.  I will 
deliver you and honor you.22  No one will be able to snatch you out of My hand.23  I will 
cover you with My feathers, and under My wings you will find refuge.24 

Cast all your anxieties upon Me, because I care for you.25  Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, give Me your 
requests, and My peace, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your heart and mind 
through My Son, Jesus.26  And as you remain focused on Me, I will keep you in perfect 
peace.27 

With Me, all things are possible.28  I will forgive all your sins.  I will heal all your 
diseases.  I will redeem your life from destruction.  I will crown you with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies.29  I will provide for all of your needs.30 

May you grow to understand the width and length and depth and height of My love for 
you - to know My love which passes knowledge, so you 
can be filled with all My fullness.31  There is nothing that 
can separate you from My love.32 

Most assuredly, I will be with you always.33 

 

Abba Father 34 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

Footnotes on next page 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
“Rainbow over the Pyramid” 

(2008) 
 

T 
hroughout the Genesis account of God’s creation of the cosmos and interaction 
with humanity, we are made aware of the fact that religious traditions and indeed 
theological notions about God do not develop in a vacuum.  When we look at the 

ancient creation myths of the Egyptians, Babylonians, and Mesopotamians we are able to 
trace the significant influence that these neighboring religious communities had on the way 
that the Jewish authors choose to tell their story.  It seems that there must have been some 
key characteristics, symbols, and metaphors that defined what it meant to be a God, 
commonly communicated through the creation stories of the ancient Middle Eastern 
civilizations. 

The most significant Egyptian, Babylonian, and Mesopotamian creation myth is a 12th 
century BCE story, the Enuma Elish.  In one of its most complete versions the warrior god 
of the sky, Marduk becomes the king of the gods after he defeats the goddess of the dark 
primordial waters of the chaotic deep, Tiamat.  Marduk splits her in two with an arrow shot 
down her throat.  From this, we conclude that the authors of this myth understood a god king 
to be one who splits the chaos and brings order to the cosmos, much like the Hebrew God in 

the first chapter of 
Genesis. 
 This 
photograph 
depicts a rainbow 
over the pyramids 
of Egypt (the 
likely birthplace 
of the Enuma 
Elish), which 
stands as a symbol 
of the weapon 
God hangs in the 
sky, turned 
heavenward as 
reminder of God’s 
covenant never to 
use it to fire upon 
the earth again. -- 
Chance Dillon 

1 Song of Solomon 6:3 12 Romans 8:34 23 John 10:29 
2 Jeremiah 31:3 13 Romans 10:9 24 Psalm 91:4 
3 Isaiah 41:3 14 Acts 4:12 25 1 Peter 5:7 
4 Ephesians 1:4 15 John 14:6 26 Philippians 4:6-7 
5 Psalm 139:13-14 16 John 17:3 27 Isaiah 26:3 
6 John 3:16 17 Psalm 139:17-18 28 Mark 10:27 
7 Romans 5:8 18 Joshua 1:5 29 Psalm 103:3-4 
  8 John 15:13 19 Joshua 1:9 30 Philippians 4:19 
  9 Isaiah 53:5 20 Isaiah 41:10 31 Ephesians 3:18-19 
10 1 Peter 2:24 21 Psalm 46:1 32 Romans 8:38-39 
11 Ephesians 1:20 22 Psalm 91:15 33 Matthew 28:20 
  34 Mark 14:36, Romans 8:15 

(Continued from page 5) Love Letter 
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†  Vestry Meeting 
January 10th 

Opening: The meeting was opened with 
prayer at 7:32 pm by David Williams.  Joan 
Boehm led a study on faith and hope. 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.”  God’s promise, Psalm 31:24 “Be of 
good courage, and he shall strengthen your 
heart, all ye that hope in the Lord.”  Romans 
10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.”  Vito Barbieri 
gave his testimony.  Raised Roman Catholic 
and went to Catholic school in St. Vito’s 
parish, a church his grandfather helped to 
build.  Married in the Episcopal Church and 
went to both churches.  Attended a 
nondenominational service at a weekend 
away and liked the music and the sermon, 
during a testimony by a man named Sal the 
eyes of his heart were opened; he and his 
wife Gretchen answered an altar call and 
gave their lives to Jesus.  In 2004 they 
moved to Brookfield and were sent to St. 
Paul’s by their former rector who knew 
Andy Buchanan.  They liked the music and 
loved the church where they grew in faith 
and continued to grow.  The December 
minutes were approved as circulated . 

Treasurer’s Report: Income in 2017 was 
up 14.5 % over 2016.  December 2017 
income was almost twice that of December 
2016.  $20,000 has been put aside for 2018 
projects leaving us with $4,000 income over 
expenses for the year.  Investments are up 
10% from last year. 
 

Committee Reports:  Chuck Allen 
reminded everyone for Mary Allen to sign up 
for food for the annual meeting and Lenten 

study dinners.  Reports 
for the annual meeting 
are due. 
 

Rector’s Report: No 
report as Fr. Joe is away. 
 

Old Business: Ron Switzer gave a report 
from the IT Committee.  IT software needs 
to be updated for the parish, they are looking 
at three systems and will report back to 
Vestry.  It will be a small investment.  Bill 
Schrull spoke about hardware upgrades.  
Both the PC in the parish office and the one 
in the treasurer’s office need to be replaced 
with updated equipment, looking at $1,100 
per unit.  Systems usually need to be 
replaced every 5 years and ours are well 
beyond that in age.  The IT Committee will 
be bringing quotes and a request to the 
Vestry. 
 

New Business: Dave Allen brought a 
proposal from the Property Committee for 
repair to the stained -glass window behind 
the organ.  The quote for repair is $5,800.  
The parish has a gift for $3,000 toward that 
repair.  The Vestry approved the repair.  

Monday February 12th, 2018 
will be the next Vestry 
Meeting because of Ash 
Wednesday on February 14th.  
Laurie Dobosh, Ron Switzer 
and John Tuthill are going off 
Vestry.  David Williams 

thanked them for their service and the Vestry 
had a time of prayer for them.  The Annual 
Meeting is January 21, 2018. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:53 pm by David Williams. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

A dam and Eve were provided with life in 
Paradise, asked only to tend and keep it - not 

to eat of one particular tree.  Their misguided quest 
for control and power, and failure to heed God’s 
command cost them everything.  Does our own need 
to control what we mistakenly consider to be “ours” 
threaten God’s lovingly-offered relationship with us?  
Still a challenging lesson to learn, isn’t it? 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, February 15th 

 

Thomas Bray 
Priest & Missionary, 1730 

 

I n 1696, Thomas Bray, an English country parson, was invited by the Bishop of 
London to be responsible for the oversight of Church work in the colony of Maryland.  

Three years later, as the Bishop’s Commissary, he sailed to America for his first, and only, 
visitation.  Though he spent only two and a half months in Maryland, Bray was deeply 
concerned about the neglected state of the American churches, and the great need for the 
education of clergymen, lay people, and children.  At a general visitation of the clergy at 

Annapolis, before his return to England, he emphasized the need for 
the instruction of children, and insisted that no clergyman be given a 
charge unless he had a good report from the ship he came over in, 
“whether … he gave no matter of scandal, and whether he did 
constantly read prayers twice a day and catechize and preach on 
Sundays, which, notwithstanding the common excuses, I know can 
be done by a minister of any zeal for religion.”  His understanding 
of, and concern for, Native Americans and Blacks were far ahead of 
his time.  He founded thirty-nine lending libraries in America, as 
well as numerous schools.  He raised money for missionary work 
and influenced young English priests to go to America. 
 Bray tried hard to have a bishop consecrated for America, but 
failed.  His greatest contributions were the founding of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge and the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, both of which are still effectively in 

operation after two and a half centuries of work all over the world. 
From 1706 to 1730, Bray was the rector of St. Botolph Without, Aldgate, London, 

where, until his death at the age of 72, he served with energy and devotion, while continuing 
his efforts on behalf of Black slaves in America, and in the founding of parochial libraries. 

When the deplorable condition of English prisons was brought to Bray’s attention, he set 
to work to influence public opinion and to raise funds to alleviate the misery of the inmates.  
He organized Sunday “Beef and Beer” dinners in prisons, and advanced proposals for prison 
reform.  It was Thomas Bray who first suggested to General Oglethorpe the idea of founding 
a humanitarian colony for the relief of honest debtors, but he died before the Georgia colony 
became a reality. 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 
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†  St. Paul's Lenten Series Begins February 21st 

“The Keys to Spiritual Growth - Unlocking the Riches of God” 
 

T his year's Lenten series will focus on a book by John 

MacArthur, “The Keys to Spiritual Growth.” 

"God intends for every Christian to grow to spiritual 

maturity.  His Word commands us to progress daily toward a 

fuller personal knowledge of God and Christ.  In this book 

Pastor John MacArthur thoroughly explores a multitude of 

biblical passages to reveal the riches of God in Jesus Christ--

riches that will help us continue growing in both faith and 

spirit.  This noted pastor and author takes readers back to the 

basics of what the true Christian life is all about, so that they 

can unlock the treasures God has for them in Christ." 

We will begin each Wednesday evening, starting on 

February 21st, at 6:30 pm with our famous “Bring Your Own 

Bowl” Soup Supper, and then the program will follow. 

Watch soon  for signup sheet to assist us in planning. 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of 

reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  

We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who 

come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel 

size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

For more information and to register 

follow this link. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comprehensive-basic-hybrid-safe-church-training-tickets-41288013560
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Feb 18th  8 am - Chris MacMillan  10:30 am - Marie Williams 
Feb 25th  8 am - Robin Powell  10:30 am - Christine Domareck 
Mar  4th  8 am -       10:30 am - Youth Group Auction 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

What was the sign God created as a reminder of his covenant to never again destroy all life 

with a flood?     Genesis 9:13-16 NIV 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Genesis+9:13-16&version=NIV&showfn=yes


12  

 

 

O ur St. Paul’s 

Movie Club has 

several new movies on its radar.  

The first is SAMSON.  Join us this 

coming Monday evening at AMC 

Loews for this classic Bible story 

from the Book of Judges.    

PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST will be in theaters in late March.  In it Paul continues to 

preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ while awaiting execution in Rome.  Luke visits Paul in 

prison and smuggles out his letters to a growing community of believers. 

Also out in late March is MARY MAGDALENE, an authentic and humanistic portrait of 

one of the most enigmatic and misunderstood spiritual figures in 

history.  She finds a place for herself within the movement and at 

the heart of a journey that will lead to Jerusalem.  

Watch Sword Points for dates and times when we’ll go as a 

group.  In the meantime check out the trailers. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

Next Monday 

We are going to see 

Samson on Monday, 

February 19th.  Join 

us 7 PM at AMC 

Loews. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=mSolF3QBVBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x18fgYITXwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x18fgYITXwc
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only 

pair of socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once 
again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s 
homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in 
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about 
their presence in church. 

  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel 
called to serve in this important ministry. 

  

If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact 
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

D enise McCormack celebrates today!  

Bake a cake for Tim Williams on 

Saturday.  Tuesday is the big day for 

Marian Mayers.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Day 11: Sharm el-Sheikh, Mt. Moses - This morning we depart Cairo with stories of the “Land 
of Goshen” to the north and travel southward passing over the wilderness of Shur, arriving in 
the beautiful Red Sea coastal city of Sharm el-Sheikh.  We’ll 
enjoy free time for a stroll along the beach and lunch before 
we transfer to Mr. Sinai (Mt. Horeb).  Those who desire and 
are physically capable will depart for a memorable walk up 
Mt. Moses.  You may choose to ride a camel part way, stop 
at one of the stations to take in scenery along the climb to 
the summit (750 steps) for a sunset to remember.  Once at 
the top, we’ll enjoy a time of reflection and praise before 
departing down the mountain. 

Save the dates.  This 

spectacular Biblical pilgrimage 

has many options.  Fr. Joe 

plans on joining for Egypt.  

Check out the treasures of 

Egypt or Walk in Jesus 

Footsteps in the Holy Land.  

Do part or all as your schedule 

allows.  Seeing is believing. 

The Exodus 

Episcopal Church-wide Lenten Book Club:  

The Good Book Club (#GoodBookClub) is an invitation to all 
Episcopalians to join in reading the Gospel of Luke and the 

Book of Acts during Lent - Easter 2018. Episcopalians will start 
reading Luke on Sunday, February 11 and read a section of 

Luke’s Gospel every day through the season of Lent. The entire 
season of Easter will be devoted to daily readings from the 

Book of Acts. 

Resources also will be available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org. 

Check ECCT Social Media accounts throughout Lent and Easter 
for daily readings and reflections. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KcVbQxwRNf2eSr7e2xPQbeHG6zBXV-02ck0N8aufLV32xiOWc2unWh-ESvj0T4bRxUrSClq7GzeElrMJ3eS0J0jIRjDVKGkdxiOZPgxn66PwqBuSH5ksjRYJNzer85D1yixc7zqeTVFPbwjDPWU8Ng==&c=n3MyxNHk-_XH8-82ofNXHCOvv35PsHGa43jF3QIW9lyaR7EJrM7V-g==&ch=XVSpXjoqvZaRk
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KcVbQxwRNf2eSr7e2xPQbeHG6zBXV-02ck0N8aufLV32xiOWc2unWpKEjJqvNuX6ma6Q_mUcRtlTyCbjDszP50ypKkp7gEQNk5uuFx8URO3xxi5aGTDJm4msF0NPJ1y0L4X8w0y1uEndittlrGNwBg==&c=n3MyxNHk-_XH8-82ofNXHCOvv35PsHGa43jF3QIW9lyaR7EJrM7V-g==&ch=XVSpXjoqvZaRk


 15 

 
†  Gluttony 

 

O ur last sin is one that we are all guilty of and that is Gluttony.  We can put it to too 

much food, material items (I am thinking of hoarding), drinking, drugging, sex, 

smoking. 

In money (no matter what we have we want more).  These items become your god 

instead of Jesus. 

In Proverbs 23:21, it 

mentions about gluttony.  

“For the drunkard and the 

glutton will come to poverty, 

and drowsiness will clothe 

one with rags.”  You were not 

born with the gluttony sin but 

from the way you were 

brought up.  We take on sins 

from our parents, friends, 

teachers, grandparents, etc.  I 

do know that many senior 

citizens were brought up that 

you were to be seen and not 

heard at the dinner table, just 

the adults were allowed to 

talk.  Can you imagine if 

something happened to you 

and you were not allowed to 

talk about it how that could 

lead to many sins growing up.  

Isn’t it great that in todays world that kids are allowed to talk at the table and not be shushed 

up and seen.  But we have a person who is the propitiation for our sins and that person is in 

the form of Jesus Christ; for if we ask for forgiveness that He will wipe our sins away. 

Isn’t it true that the phrase ‘glutton for punishment’ is true?  You only hurt yourself.  

This is the end of our series on the Seven Deadly Sins.  I hope that during our time of Lent 

that everyone can look inside themselves and get rid of the ‘sins’ that keep you separated 

from God. 

Abba Father, thank you for placing these terms on my heart.  Father I know I am just as 

guilty of these sins.  I pray that all of us will take under consideration of looking inwards 

during this time and to ask for forgiveness for ourselves or for others.  I ask complete 

healing of those who need healing and ease of those who need rest.  I also ask that people 

be healed who are sick and tired of being sick and tired.  I especially ask for my elderly 

brothers and sisters to give them a sense of rest.  I ask all of this in Jesus name.   Amen 

Susan Balla BSNAC 

Ministry on Aging  

Episcopal Church in CT. 

“ Change your ways, and put your 
trust in the good news,” Jesus 

tells us.  What things might need to be 
changed around your life so that you 
can become a better follower? 
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The People Groups   
 

A t the time of Christ, there were multiple religious and political groups in Israel that 
influenced the daily events we read about in the New Testament.  Understanding 

who each of these segments of society were in the first century is critical to following the 
storyline of Jesus Christ. 

Here are the eight main people groups of the New Testament: 
• The Essenes were a group of isolationists who shunned worldly possessions to pursue 

God in the wilderness at Qumran, and who wrote the famous Dead Sea Scrolls that 
corroborated the Old Testament’s authenticity.  They were fed up with the Pharisees and 
Sadducees and their corruption of the Temple.  The Essenes were celibate, and maintained 
strict dietary and ritual washing rules.  Some think that John the Baptist may have been an 
Essene, or identified with their solitary lifestyle himself.  Not much is known about them, 
but they divinely preserved the Old Testament for us and earned the gratitude of millions. 

• The Zealots were revolutionaries who tried to overthrow Roman rule in Palestine 
through armed insurrection and violence.  They made their name in their famous last stand 
at Masada in 73 AD, and one of Jesus’ disciples was a zealot (Simon), as recorded in Luke 
6:15.  An extreme and violent splinter group of the Zealots was known as the Sciarii 
(“dagger men”), because they carried small daggers in their cloaks.  They opposed any 
authority in Rome or Jerusalem, and even killed over 700 Jewish women and children in a 
raid for food at Ein Gedi, from their holdout at Masada.  The Sciarii were also responsible 
for the destruction of the food cache in Jerusalem during the Roman siege.  They hoped that 
it would negate any peace negotiations, and the people would fight the Romans instead of 
each other (several Jewish factions blamed each other for the mess they were in with Rome, 
resulting in a civil war while under siege). 

• The Sadducees were rich aristocrats from high priestly families who accepted 
Hellenistic ideas.  They sought to preserve tradition, rejected the oral law, and only accepted 
the Pentateuch.  They also rejected any afterlife theology, and strongly opposed Christ as a 
threat to their wealth and power in society.  Their elitist attitude perished with the Temple in 
70 AD, and little more is known about them (Matthew 16:12; Mark 12:18). 

• The Pharisees (“separated one”) were by far the largest 
religious group.  They studied and followed the oral tradition 
and the Law of Moses.  The Pharisees controlled the synagogues 
and had great influence among the people.  They believed the 
way to God was through obedience to the Law, but were 
corrupting the sacrificial animal system for profit with 
exchanging foreign coins for the required half-shekel.  They also 
were missionary, seeking the conversion of Gentiles. Joseph of 
Arimathea was a Pharisee (Mark 15:43) and a disciple of Jesus 
(John 19:38), as was Nicodemus (John 3:1).  The Apostle Paul 
was a Pharisee (and trained by Gamaliel, Acts 22:3, 5:34) before 
his conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). 

 • The Herodians were aristocratic Jews who favored the policies of Herod Antipas, 
and thus supported the Roman government politically (Matthew 16:6, 22:15-22; Mark 3:6, 
8:15, 12:13-17).  They leaned more toward the Sadducees than the Pharisees, and hoped 
Herod’s secular dynasty would eventually rule in Judea. 

• The Sanhedrin (“sitting together”) was the Jewish religious high council of 71 men, 
made up of both Sadducees and Pharisees.  They were ruled by the High Priest, Caiaphas, 

(Continued on page 17) 
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and governed the Temple activities and managed the income that it generated (Matthew 
26:3, 57).  They acted like a court, settling disputes or judgments on lawbreakers. They 
famously judged Jesus and found Him guilty of claiming to be God, and were themselves 
guilty of trying Him at night and during a festival (as well as plotting to murder Him, which 
broke the Sixth Commandment in Exodus 20:13). 

•The Greeks (Humanists) no longer ruled the world at the time of Christ, but their 
culture (called Hellenism) had immeasurable influence on Roman civilization, and hence 
Palestine.  Greek became the primary language of trade, and the New Testament was written 
in Greek. Paul’s disciple Timothy was a Hellenistic Jew 
because of his Greek father (Acts 16:1-3), but his mother, 
Eunice, was Jewish. 

• The Romans were the ruling power of Jesus’ day and 
hated by the Jews.  They were an occupying army in Israel 
since Pompey conquered them in 63 BC, and their culture 
was marked by polytheism and immorality (something that 
appalled the Jewish populace).  Israel was ruled by a 
Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate, who managed the 
political and military aspects of this Roman province, 
including tax collections and criminal prosecutions.  He 
was corrupt, as evidenced by his declaring Jesus innocent 
and then putting Him to death (Mark 15:14-15). 

When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, all of these societal 
elements were in play.  Grasping each group’s interests and 
their beliefs helps the New Testament record make more sense. It’s also interesting to note 
that none of them survived as a people group. 

(Continued from page 16) The People Groups 

Carol & Ray Ferro 

are organizing a 

group to see 

“Tortured for 

Christ,” a Voice of 

the Martyrs movie.  

You can order by 

clicking on the ad to 

the left or by talking 

to the Ferro’s. 

https://new.tugg.com/events/tortured-for-christ-lf0u
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Into the Wilderness 
 

 Genesis 9:8-17 

O ur Hebrew scripture lesson tells of God’s promise to Noah and to 
future generations never again to flood all the earth.  God establishes 

this covenant with a sign - the rainbow that is seen in the storm clouds.  This 
covenant is made with the whole of creation.  It signifies God’s purpose to 
preserve and save the world, not to destroy it. 

 Psalm 25:1-9 
A prayer of forgiveness and guidance and an expression of trust in the Lord. 
 1 Peter 3:18-22 
This reading from the New Testament speaks of the significance of Christ’s 

death and resurrection.  In the story of Noah’s salvation a prefigurement of our 
own salvation through the water of baptism is perceived.  Portions of this letter 
are thought to have been originally composed for use in a service of baptism and 
Eucharist on the eve of Easter.  Such a purpose would explain the association of 
the themes of Christ's death, baptism, and his triumphal resurrection.  It is 
uncertain who is meant by the spirits to whom Christ preached after his death, 
but this activity may signify God’s intention for the salvation of all. 

 Mark 1:9-15 
    The gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism followed by 
his temptation in the wilderness by Satan and his 
proclamation of the coming kingdom of God.  As Jesus 
comes up from the water, the Holy Spirit descends like 
a dove and a voice from heaven tells him that he is the 
beloved Son.  The Spirit then guides him out into the 
wilderness, where ancient Israel also met its temptation.  
Here Jesus has his first encounter with Satan, and then 
goes forth proclaiming the nearing reign of God: 
“Repent, and believe in the good news.” 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will be available at the back of 

the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"L ooking for a real mountain top 

expereince?"  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Mark 1:9-15 

"Believe in the good news" 

is better translated as 

"Trust into the good news," 

since the whole point is not, 

"Have an opinion about the 

good news."  Rather, Jesus 

is calling for a radical, total, 

unqualified basing of one's 

life on his good news.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, 
Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Christ’s Church, Easton; Holy Trinity, 
Enfield; St. John’s, Essex; St. Paul’s, 
Fairfield. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Union of Black Episcopalians CT; all ministries of racial reconciliation and racial 
justice. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, 
Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy 
Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued 
healing. 
.....the people of the Principality of Liechtenstein; the people of Comoros; Diocese of 
Awgu / Aninri - (Niger, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Emmaunuel Ugwu; and our sister and 
brother members of the Sovereign Grace Baptists. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray 
also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient 
of our food basket collections for the month of February. 
.....New Life Community Church UMC, New Fairfield, a partner congregation of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Care of Children. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues 
of Sword 

Points 
 
 
 

What 
Historical 
Figures 

Say about 
Jesus! 

 

 

https://christchurcheaston.com/
http://holytrinityenfield.org/
https://www.stjohnsessex.org/
http://www.stpaulsfairfield.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liechtenstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comoros
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=awgu-aninri&pos=bishop-of-awgu-aniniri&posID=18278
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_Grace_Baptists
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
http://newlife-umc.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/46.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IX4Nne0sQpI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IX4Nne0sQpI
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know… that the Lenten rose 

(pictured) 

is named 

after its 

flowering 

period 

being in 

Lent and 

that all of 

its parts are 

poisonous?  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helleborus_orientalis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent

