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Vol. LXV-No. 3 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

Dear Friends, 

W e are now entering into deep Lent.  One sign of this is the 
increasing depth of our 

Lenten series, with each week 
bringing personal testimonies 
about spiritual growth from 
among our participants.  
Personal witnessing to our 
faith, which simply means 
telling our story, is how we 
fulfill the call to give account 
for the hope that is within us. 

Our testimonies need not be theologically sophisticated, nor "gutter 
to glory" accounts.  Our experiences we 
share of how God has acted in our lives are 
special in that they are uniquely ours.  Like 
the fingerprints on our hands, no two 
testimonies are exactly are alike.  As others 
hear how we have spiritually grown, and are 
growing, such sharing adds to our strength 
as a community. 

As we focus on spiritual growth as a parish, 
may the Holy Spirit lead us to meditate on, 
and share forward, all in God's time, our 
source for hope.  May this Lent be the time 

when we discover our testimonies.  

Faithfully, 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Increasing 

 Depth 
“Be ready to give account for the hope that is within you.” 

                1 Peter 3:15 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of 

anything…” – Exodus 20:4 

 

H ow many “gods” do you put before God?  “Idols” do 

not always take the shape of physical things, things 

we can 

touch and 

feel.  

Those are 

easy to 

recognize.  

Many 

times they 

take the 

form of 

things we cannot touch and are much 

harder to spot like pride, power, ego, time, 

comfort or health. 

 

 
Thu, Mar   1 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Mar   3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar   4 -  Third Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  12:00 pm - Youth Group Blind Auction 

Mon, Mar   5 - 10:00 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 

  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 

Tue, Mar   6 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Mar   7 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion 

 - 6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Thu, Mar   8 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 10 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 

Sun, Mar 11 -  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  Going to Church with Jesus 
by John Tuthill 

 

"His disciples remembered that the Scripture says, 
'My devotion to your house, oh God, 

burns in me like a fire.' " 
 - John 2:17 (GNT) 

No  human beings were harmed in the making of this Sunday's Gospel reading 

(John 2:13-22).  But Jesus certainly whipped out all of the sheep and cattle 

that were being sold in the Temple courts.  And next, He scattered the coins of the money 

exchangers  as he flipped over their tables.  "How dare you turn my Father's house into a 

market!," he shouted to those selling the doves that were required as Temple sacrifices 

(Leviticus 14:22).  Is this the same Jesus that John writes about in the first part of the very 

same chapter?  Jesus just earlier in John's chapter two had just saved the wedding feast at 

Cana.  Recall that He changed the water that was there in large jars to be used for 

ceremonial washing into the very "best wine," as the banquet master declared it, not 

knowing where it had come from.  Jesus made that miraculous wine exactly at the time 

when it was most desperately needed to keep the feast.  

But next, John directly contrasts this same water-into-wine Jesus with Jesus making a 

whip and fuming in a rage and a "zeal."  Is there a connection with the two 

accounts in John placed side-by-side in the same chapter?  In 

Matthew, Mark and Luke's accounts of Jesus clearing out the 

Temple, this is set at the end of Jesus' earthly ministry, at 

the beginning of His last week before being crucified.  

But John's account is contrasted next to Jesus' first 

recorded miracle in the beginning.  It seems that John's 

style is so much less concerned about sticking to any 

time-line than it is mainly concerned with prioritizing 

his message to be crystal clear; which is to say exactly 

this, "But these things are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you 

may have life in His name" (John 20:31 NIV). 

 When Jesus answered the religious leaders who demanded a 

miracle to show His authority permitting Him to so completely disrupt 

all of the business-as-usual at the Temple, Jesus answered, "Destroy this Temple, 

and I will raise it again in three days" (vs. 19).  And John clarifies what the religious leaders 

did not understand; "But the temple He had spoken of was His own body" (vs. 21).  On top 

of John (thankfully) explaining that Jesus meant He would raise the temple of His body 

three days after they destroyed it, the Greek concordance shows an equally interesting 

choice of words John uses to record what Jesus was referring to.  The word Jesus used for 

Temple is not the usual word that would be used for the Temple.  Instead Strong's Greek 

Concordance available on BibleHub.com shows the Greek word that is pronounced "nah-

os."  This is a word that can mean "Temple" but would more often be used to say "shrine" or 

"habitation" OR..."dwelling!"  Which ties in so well with the beginning of John's Gospel: 

"And the Word became flesh and "tabernacled" i.e. "DWELT" or "tented" among us" (-John 

1:14).  Although it is easy to look own our noses at the religious leaders for not knowing 

what "Temple" Jesus was saying He would raise, it seems even His followers did not realize 

it either (vs. 24-25) until later when they had received the Holy Spirit and were sent out to 

spread the gospel for me and for you.  "Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ WILL 

COME AGAIN."  Hallelujah! 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  True Satisfaction  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“The backslider in heart will be filled with his own ways, but a good man will be 
satisfied from above.  Proverbs 14:14 

 

F rom experience, I’ve come to learn that actual, lasting, satisfaction can only come 
from God, and from God alone.  Before coming to the Lord, I tried just about every 

kind of gratification this world had to offer, and found no fulfillment, joy, or peace.  Until I 
accepted Jesus as Lord, I could certainly relate to the popular Rolling 
Stones song “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction,” where the chorus expresses 
these true-to-life words; “I can’t get no satisfaction, I can’t get no 
satisfaction.  Cause I try and I try and I try and I try.  I can't get no, I 
can't get no.” 

I still stumble from time to time in my quest for enduring 
contentment, but I am grateful to God that in those moments when I 
do fall, He is helping me to increasingly understand that only He can 
satisfy.  King David aptly wrote about this truth in Psalm 62:1-2; “My 
soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him.  He alone 
is my rock and my salvation; He is my fortress, I will never be 
shaken.” 

It is God who satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with 
goodness (Psalm 107:9).  When we delight ourselves in the Lord, He will give us the 
genuine desires of our heart (Psalm 37:4).  And in His presence we will find fullness of joy, 
and pleasures forevermore at His right hand (Psalm 16:11). 

Are you looking for true satisfaction?  If you seek after the Lord, you will find it, for 
those who seek the Lord will not lack any good thing (Psalm 34:10). 
 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of 

turning ” James 1:17 

†  Jesus' Cleansing of the 

Temple 
 

1508-1519 

Relief sculpture, painted screen sculpture in the 

niches in the north transept 
 

T he foundation stone of Amiens 

Cathedral in France was laid in 1220 

and the nave was completed by 1236. By 1269, 

only the tops of the towers remained unfinished. 

This quick completion gave Amiens 

Cathedral an unusual harmony of style, one of 

its most celebrated characteristics.  It is pure 

High Gothic, little influenced by later 

architectural fads.  The only subsequent change 

to the cathedral's appearance was the completion 

of the west facade with the addition of two 

unequal towers, the south one in 1366 and the 

north one in 1402. 

These polychrome reliefs of Jesus Cleansing 

the Temple were donated in 1523 by Jean Wytz 

and are on the west wall of the north transept. 

 

http://professor-moriarty.com/info/glossary/9/letterp#term465
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†  St. Paul's Lenten Series 

“The Keys to Spiritual Growth - Unlocking the Riches of God” 
 

T his year's Lenten series focuses on a book by John MacArthur, “The Keys to 

Spiritual Growth.” 

"God intends for every Christian to grow to spiritual maturity.  His Word commands us 

to progress daily toward a fuller personal knowledge of God and Christ.  In this book Pastor 

John MacArthur thoroughly explores a multitude of biblical passages to reveal the riches of 

God in Jesus Christ--riches that will help us continue 

growing in both faith and spirit.  This noted pastor 

and author takes readers back to the basics of what 

the true Christian life is all about, so that they can 

unlock the treasures God has for them in Christ." 

 We begin each Wednesday evening in Lent at 

6:30 pm with our famous “Bring Your Own Bowl” 

Soup Supper, and then the program will follow. 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

For more information and to register 

follow this link. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comprehensive-basic-hybrid-safe-church-training-tickets-41288013560
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, March 1st 

 

David 
Bishop of Menevia, Wales, c 544 

 

D espite the overwhelming victory of the pagan Angles, Saxons, and Jutes in the fifth 
century, one part of Britain continued in the ways of Christianity - Wales, the land 

west of the Wye River.  In this last stronghold of the old Britons, the faith sprung from 
Glastonbury continued to flourish. 
To the family of one Sanctus in Menevia there was born a son 
David (“the beloved”).  Little is known of his early life, but while 
fairly young he founded a monastery, near Menevia and became 
its abbot.  He was later elected bishop.  His strongest desire was 
to study and meditate in the quiet of his monastery, but he was 
virtually dragged to an assembly of bishops called to combat the 
heresy of Pelagianism.  Once there, David proved to be so 
eloquent and learned that Archbishop Dubricius chose him as his 
own successor as Primate of Wales.  In time, David founded 
eleven other monasteries in Wales, and made a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. 
He is said to have been strict in the governing of his own 
monastery at Menevia, yet loving in his treatment and correction 

of wrongdoers.  One of his nicknames, “the Waterman,” may indicate that he allowed the 
monks in his care to drink only water at meals instead of the customary wine or mead. 

A scholar, a competent administrator, and a man of moderation, David filled the offices 
he held with distinction.  He became a leader and guardian of the Christian faith in Wales.  
Eventually he moved the center of episcopal government to Menevia, which is still an 
episcopal city, now called Ty-Dewi (House of David). 

Some facts of his life can be historically established.  Among them is that toward the end 
of his life he had several Irish saints as his pupils at the monastery.  In legend - and many 
legends surround his life - David is clearly the foremost saint of Wales.  He is revered and 
loved to this day as patron of Wales, foremost Christian priest, and courageous leader. 

Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes them 
feel good about their presence in church. 

  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 
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†  Six Tips to Help You Share Your Faith 
 

T here are many different articles out on the web dealing with Christian apologetics 

and how to defend your faith with others.  Most deal with the technical nature of a 

specific claim or offer analogies for you to use when explaining your opinion. 

However, there is another aspect of apologetics that is often ignored - how to talk 

appropriately to people.  1 Peter 3:15 (the "apologetics verse") says that we "always being 

ready to make a defense to everyone 

who asks you to give an account for 

the hope that is in you, yet with 

gentleness and reverence" (emphasis 

added).  People seem to forget that the 

"gentleness and reverence part are 

included in the verse.  Knowing how 

to approach people is just as important 

as having all your facts together.  

Remember, people have intrinsic 

value, and approaching them that way 

is part of our biblical mandate. 

 Brett Kunkle of Stand to Reason 

offers these six tips on engaging 

others in respectful, apologetically-

driven conversations, tips we should 

always keep in mind when sharing our 

faith with others. 

 Apologetic Tip #1: Start with questions, not statements. 

 Apologetic Tip #2: Take the time necessary to get to know the other person's views.  

That might even be your first few conversations. 

 Apologetic Tip #3: Remember that people are image bearers to be valued, not 

merely apologetic targets to be conquered. 

 Apologetic Tip #4: Laugh.  Joke around a little.  Add a little sarcasm.  This can take 

some of the tension out of a serious conversation. 

 Apologetic Tip #5: Talk over a meal.  Table fellowship can communicate love, care, 

friendship - important things to undergird your apologetic. 

 Apologetic Tip #6: Don't sacrifice truth in the name of love.  Don't sacrifice love in 

the name of truth.  Need both for a powerful apologetic. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Mar  4th  8 am -       10:30 am - Youth Group Auction 
Mar 11th  8 am - Ann & Dave Allen 10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh 
Mar 18th  8 am - Joyce & John Sarver 10:30 am –Barbieri’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship services and 

join in our various events.  However, there are still times when you might be unable 
to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of our services are available on 
Livestream or Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at 
collage, parishioners on vacation and former members who have moved away.  Why 
not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know 

what to expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks online.  
Just click on the LiveStream button or tab 
on our website for more info.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  The Temple Mount   
 

T 
hese 35 acres have been called the most valuable real estate in the world today.  It 
was here on this man-made platform that Jesus was presented as a baby, 
worshipped God, and was left behind at Passover as a boy.  As a man, He flipped 

over the moneychanger tables, castigated the hypocrisy of Scribes and Pharisees, and 
proclaimed Himself the Messiah. 

Definitely the highlight of our trips, both above and below ground, it can be challenging 
to sort out this ancient city since it changed hands so many times.  Originally chosen 
because of the Gihon Spring, this trapezoid became the spiritual center of the universe for 

Jews, Muslims, and Christians. 
 Also known as Mount Moriah, this 
is where Abraham offered up his son 
Isaac (Genesis 22), the site of the windy 
threshing floor that David bought from 
the Jebusites for the first Temple (2 
Chronicles 3:1), and where Solomon 
would ultimately build the temple 
around 950 BC.  His Temple stood here 
for over 400 years until the Babylonians 
destroyed it in 586 BC.  The Temple 
was rebuilt when Cyrus sent the Jews 
home under the guidance of Zerubabbel 
(538 BC) and Ezra (515), although it 
took a long time to complete and was 
not nearly as grand as the first Temple. 
 Herod the Great began the 80-plus 
year Temple re-build in 20 BC, 
enlarging this Second Temple to hold 
more worshippers, and thereby make 

more money from them.  In the massive project, he buried Solomon’s Palace.  Josephus 
described it as “a structure more noteworthy than any under the sun.  The height of the 
portico was so great that if anyone looked down from its rooftop he would become dizzy.”  
It was this Temple that Titus destroyed in 70 AD, when he crushed the Great Revolt and left 
the rubble Jesus had predicted (Matthew 24). 

Hadrian demolished the city again around 130 AD, built a new city here called Aelia 
Capitolina, and set up his own temple to the god Venus.  Part of this effort was to destroy 
the site of the resurrection tomb and Golgotha by filling it in with rubble and dirt.  The new 
Christian Emperor Constantine removed the rubble and built the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre 200 years later. 

The Dome of the Rock, where Muslims think Muhammad ascended to Heaven, 
dominates the heights now.  In the 7th century, the Muslims conquered Jerusalem and 
erected the Dome of the Rock.  The inside is not open to non-Muslims (although you can 
sometimes get up to see the outside area in the morning).  In 1537, the Sultan Suleiman the 
Magnificent built the present day walls around the city.  They were rebuilt on the 
foundations of walls from the Second Temple and the Roman expansion. 

There are several Gates to the city of Jerusalem, with the Golden Gate (the East Gate) 
being the most important and impressive because the Messiah will return and walk through 

(Continued on page 15) 
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it (Ezekiel 44:1-3).  The stones date to the time of Nehemiah (445 BC), and it is the only 
gate Suleiman did not rebuild.  Suleiman sealed this gate instead, and just in case the walled 
up gate failed to stop the Messiah, they added a Muslim cemetery in front of the gate to 
thwart His approach. 

Perhaps the most emotional stop for all tourists is the Western Wall (Wailing Wall), a 
185-foot retaining wall that surrounded the Temple platform (not actually part of the Temple 
itself).  When the Romans destroyed the Temple in 70 AD, they brazenly left this retaining 
wall as a testament to their power. 

Just south of the Western Wall, at the far corner, is Robinson’s Arch (named after the 
American archaeologist Edward Robinson), which is now just a 50-foot stub.  It was 

originally a staircase from the Herodian 
street up to the Temple.  This street is 
original to the time of Christ (you can see 
several shops here from this time period), 
and so is the damage the Romans did to it 
when they threw down blocks of stone 
from the Temple’s destruction.  Their 
boulders can even be seen in the smashed 
ceiling of the tunnel beneath the street! 
 Half of the Wall is below ground, 
where the famous “Rabbinical Tunnel” 
runs through the north end of the room 
formed by the arch closest to the Western 
Wall.  The underground areas are 
fascinating archaeologically, allowing 

you to get within meters of the Holy of Holies site underneath the Second Temple.  These 
tunnels reveal the massive lower Wall stones, the foundation of everything above, which sit 
right on the bedrock (one stone weighs over 500 tons and is 40 feet long–the largest stone 
ever quarried).  The skill in their construction is evidenced by how tight they fit together, 
barely allowing a sheet of paper to pass between them. 

Standing on these 35 acres, where the Temple sacrifices centered the Jewish people’s 
love for the God of Abraham, is an emotional experience that is almost beyond description.  
No wonder so many weep at the Western Wall. 

(Continued from page 14) The Temple Mount 
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“PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST” has a new release date!  It has been 

bumped up a week and is now opening on Friday, March 23rd and 

we’ll go see it that evening at the AMC Loews at 7:30 pm.  “Paul, Apostle of 

Christ” is the story of two men.  Luke, as a friend and physician, risks his life every 

time he ventures into the city of Rome to visit Paul, 

who is held captive in Nero's darkest, bleakest prison 

cell.  Before Paul's death sentence can be enacted, 

Luke resolves to write another book, one that details 

the beginnings of "The Way" and the birth of what 

will come to be known as the church.  But Nero is 

determined to rid Rome of Christians, and does not 

flinch from executing them in the grisliest ways 

possible.  Bound in chains, Paul's struggle is 

internal.  He has survived so much--floggings, shipwreck, starvation, stoning, 

hunger and thirst, cold and exposure--yet as he waits for his appointment with 

death, he is haunted by the shadows 

of his past misdeeds.  Alone in the 

dark, he wonders if he has been 

forgotten... and if he has the strength 

to finish well.  Two men struggle 

against a determined emperor and the 

frailties of the human spirit in order to 

bequeath the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

to the world. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

J esus displays anger at the way in 
which people have used his “Father’s 

house” for their own selfish ends.  How 
do we, as faithful stewards, respond, 
when we perceive injustice in our world? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://youtu.be/KPFS_9yx3f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPFS_9yx3f0&feature=youtu.be
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Day 13: Petra - This morning we visit the amazing mountain fortress of Petra, known to be 
inhabited by the Edomites - the descendants of Esau.  Begin the tour with a walk through the 
“Siq” an immense crack in the Nubian sandstone, to the city of Petra carved out of the rose 
red rock.  The Treasury, El Khazneh, is one of the most elegant remains of antiquity.  Beyond 
El Khazneh we are surrounded on both 
sides by hundreds of Petra’s carved and 
built structures.  Departing Petra, we travel 
northward on the King’s Highway where to 
the west we view the hills bordering the 
Dead Sea.  This is the area of the hilltop 
palca/fortress of Machaerus, where John 
the Baptist was beheaded.  We overnight in 
Amman for this evening. 

Save the dates.  This 

spectacular Biblical pilgrimage 

has many options.  Fr. Joe 

plans on joining for Egypt.  

Check out the treasures of 

Egypt or Walk in Jesus 

Footsteps in the Holy Land.  

Do part or all as your schedule 

allows.  Seeing is believing. 

The Exodus 

Carol & Ray Ferro 

are organizing a 

group to see 

“Tortured for 

Christ,” a Voice of 

the Martyrs movie.  

You can order by 

clicking on the ad to 

the left or by talking 

to the Ferro’s. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
https://new.tugg.com/events/tortured-for-christ-lf0u
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember 
homeless people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of 

socks they own are very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this 
year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless 
shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the bins in 
the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

D avid Williams celebrates Saturday!  Monday is 

the big day for Tim McManus.  Bake a cake for 

Vito Barbieri on Tuesday.  Julianne Allen, Larry 

Wanzer & Margaret Gruneburg will be blowing out 

candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

N ot only as part of the Penitential Order, used often during 

Lent, but in Sunday’s Old Testament lesson, are the Ten 

Commandments outlined.  Even as we remember and honor those 

mandates, we look toward Maundy Thursday and Jesus’ offering 

not only Himself, but of a new Covenant - that we should “love 

one another as He has loved us.”  If we seriously commit to 

making this love and respect an integral part of our daily lives, we 

have our spiritual/stewardship work cut out for us indeed! 

The sacristans 

for March are 

Carol Gurski, 

Lois Hunt, 

Linda 

Pendergast & 

Gail Winkley. 

Our Daily Bread  

 

Our Daily Bread 

for March, April 

& May is now 

available on the 

table in the back 

of the church.  

Our Daily Bread 

contains a 

scripture verse 

and meditation 

for each day. 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the ______ ___ ____ 

1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV   

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Corinthians+1:18&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Following in Jesus’ Way 
 

 Exodus 20:1-17 

I n our first lesson Moses gives the people the ten commandments that God 
spoke to him on Mount Sinai.  These precepts are at the heart of Israel’s law or 

Torah, and form the basis of the covenant with God established through 
Moses.  The first four commandments prescribe Israel’s relationship with 
God.  Those which follow require fundamental responsibilities in human 
relationships. 

 Psalm 19 
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for the 

law and a prayer for avoidance of sin. 
 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
In this epistle Paul directs the Corinthians’ attention to God’s way of 

using what is weak and lowly - even what the world regards as foolish - to 
accomplish God’s purposes.  Paul emphasizes this understanding because 
a number of these new Christians had come to think of themselves as 
especially gifted and wise.  Yet the cross has shown God active in the 
world in a manner surprising both to the Jews’ expectation of powerful 
signs and to the Greek’s desire for worldly wisdom. 

 John 2:13-22 
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ cleansing of the Jerusalem temple of its 

commercial activities, and his prediction that his body will become the new temple.  
The fourth evangelist places this incident very early in Jesus’ ministry.  It signifies the 
need to cleanse religious practices of corrupting influences and to put in their place a 
new form of worship.  In the future Christians will worship God by sharing together 
in the 
risen 
life of 
Christ. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

A shamed?  Are you ashamed of Christ?  Is Jesus 

ashamed of you?  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 2:13-22 

Just as Jews continue to 

read the Passover in the 

first person plural, present 

tense; how this passage 

would sound to us if we read 

this as Jesus' cleansing our 

places of worship today?  

Are there any habits we 

might have fallen into which 

are insulting God?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....St. David’s, Gales Ferry; St. James’, Glastonbury; St. 
Luke’s, Glastonbury; Christ Church, Greenwich. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....  Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the ECCT 
Faith Behind Bars & Beyond Ministry Network. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, 
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, 
Michele Sarver, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David 
Lindsay, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Federated States of Micronesia; the people of East Timor; Diocese of 
Belize - (West Indies) The Rt Revd Philip Wright ; and our sister and brother members of 
the Apostolic Pastoral Congress. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with 
the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread 
Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket collections 
for the month of March. 
.....Cambodian New Life Evangelical Church, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Protection. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 
 

Going to Church 
with Jesus 

 

Not your average 
day in the Temple. 

http://www.saintdavidsgf.org/
https://www.stjamesglastonbury.org/default.asp
http://stlukesglastonbury.org/
http://stlukesglastonbury.org/
http://christchurchgreenwich.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federated_States_of_Micronesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Timor
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=west-indies&dio=belize&pos=bishop-of-belize&posID=17513
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_Pastoral_Congress
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/
http://www.churchangel.com/church/Cambodian-New-Life-Evangelical-Church-38093.htm
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/60.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azx9f9nWOGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azx9f9nWOGs
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

March Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

March 18th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector: Jeremiah 31:31-34  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Stephen Nagy 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 51:1-13     Hebrews 5:5-10 
  

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Laurie DoBosh 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector: Jeremiah 31:31-34  Diane Froelick 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Stephen Nagy 

Psalm 51:1-13     Hebrews 5:5-10 

 March 11th 
  

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Numbers 21:4-9  Tim Huber 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  JoAnn Hornak 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22     Ephesians 2:1-10 
  

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Kathy DeSanti 

Acolyte:  Jack Meyer 

Lector:  Numbers 21:4-9  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22     Ephesians 2:1-10 

March 4th 
  

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Exodus 20:1-17  Mike Kirner 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 19     1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Vito Barbieri / Laurie DoBosh 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Exodus 20:1-17  Diane Froelick 

Intercessor:  Stephen Nagy 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 19     1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

March 25th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Isaiah 50:4-9a  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  Stephen Nagy 

Lay Reader:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 31:9-16     Philippians 2:5-11 

  

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Connie & David Williams 

Acolyte:  Nick Janofsky 

Lector:  Isaiah 50:4-9a  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Connie Williams 

Lay Reader:  Stephen Nagy 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 31:9-16     Philippians 2:5-11 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent3_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#nt2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#nt2
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

 
 

 1   
 
7:30 pm  Property  

              Committee 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

2 3 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

 

4   3 Lent 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
12:00 pm  Youth Group - 

Blind Auction 

5 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

 

6  
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:00 pm  Communication 
Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

7    
 
10:00 am  Holy 

Communion 
& Healing 

 

6:30 pm  Lenten Series 
 

 

8 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

9 10 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

11   4 Lent 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

12    
 
7:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm  Vestry Meeting 

13 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

14 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

6:30 pm  Lenten Series 
 

 

15 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

16 17 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

18   5 Lent 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

19  St. Joseph 
 
 

 

20 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

21 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

6:30 pm  Lenten Series 
 

 

22 
 
7:30 pm  Music Night 

23 
 
7:30 pm - Movie Club - 

“Paul, Apostle of Christ” 

at AMC Loews  

24 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

 

25   Palm Sunday 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

26   Monday in 
Holy Week 

 
 

 

27   Tuesday in 
Holy Week 

 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  Boot Camp 
 

7:30 pm  Tenebrae 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

28   Wednesday in 
Holy Week 

 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

29   Maunday 
Thursday 

 
7:30 pm  Maunday 
 Thursday Liturgy, Foot 

Washing, Stripping of 
the Altar, and Holy 

Communion 

30   Good Friday 
 
12:00 pm  Good Friday 

Liturgy & Ante-
Communion 

 

6:30 pm - Stations of the 
 Cross 

 

7:30 pm  Good Friday 
Liturgy & Ante-

Communion 

31   Holy Saturday 
 

7:30 am  Men’s  
        Prayer Breakfast 

 

7:30 am  John 21:12  Group 
 

9:00 am  Vestry Retreat 
 

10:00 am  Children's  
Easter Celebration 

 

7:30 pm  The Great Vigil 
 of Easter 

 

March 
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

Did you know… that Fredric Baur 

was the man who invented the iconic 

“Pringles” can?  When he died, his 

ashes were buried in 

one. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Baur

