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March 15, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  “We Do Not Presume…” 
 
 

We do not present our supplication before you on the ground 
of our righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercies. 

 (Daniel 9:18) 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

A nglicans hear Scripture when we worship.  The Book of Common 
Prayer, the source for our liturgy originating from the 16th century, is 

largely made up of direct quotations from the Bible. 
 

During Lent, at our 8 am traditional Holy Eucharist, for example, we offer 

what is known 

as the "Prayer of 

Humble Access."  
It begins: "We do 

not presume to 

come to this thy 

Table O merciful 

Lord trusting in 

our own 
righteousness, 

but in thy 

manifold and 

great mercies."  

As we can see, 
the above quote 

from the Old 

Testament Book 

of Daniel is its source, and the rest of the prayer quotes the New 

Testament. 

 
Coming to the Lord's Table for Communion is a great privilege, and one we 

are ever mindful of, which is why we pray as we do.  Our ability to stand 

before the Lord in righteousness is only through the mediation of Christ.  

May we be ever mindful of God's mercies, in this Lenten season, and 

always. 
 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Holy Turnaround! 
by John Tuthill 

 

"But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong." 

 - 1 Corinthians 1:27 (Berean Study Bible Translation) 
 

Here's a nice double-shot of encouragement for all of us to do the work of spreading the 

Good News of Jesus: no experience and no expertise is required.  Consider for a moment 

Rabbi Saul of Tarsus.  After meeting the Risen Christ on the Road to Damascus, Saul 

became known as the Apostle Paul.  But by all accounts this was a man who stood stooped 

and hunched over, he appeared physically weak in stature, and, he was unattractive and 

irritatingly intellectual.  And THIS is the man God chose to be the Apostle to the non-Jewish 

world?  But the Greeks and Gentiles generally listened to and respected the exact opposite 

of what Paul had; athleticism, strength, and power.  But wait, there's more.  Next consider 

the Apostle Peter: God chose THIS blue-collar fisherman to be the one to be the apostle to 

the Jewish religious elite?  There seems to be a pattern here.  God chooses those who are 

least likely because their God-given success is then counted entirely to God's glory.  God 

alone is seen as the only possible power behind beating down all of the disadvantages.  He 

puts them up to tear them all down. 

So, what role does God want us to play in reaching His lost sheep?  Just as it was with 

Paul and with Peter, God may very well have in mind the exact opposite of what we 

ourselves would ever judge as the one we're best 

suited or most prepared for.  To God be the glory! 

 There is a very encouraging stained glass window 

at St. Paul's near the front and on the right as you face 

the altar.  The words "The Gospel Triumph" are 

written down one side and a round ball with a cross 

atop it makes the window's message loud and clear: 

The Gospel will dominate EVERYTHING and this is 

a promise.  In Psalm 2 God's Word says of the Son 

and by connection, to His people, "I will make the 

nations your heritage and the ends of the earth your 

possession."  So, any shyness or fear we may feel 

when we find ourselves significantly outside of our 

usual comfort zone, these from God's view may be 

our greatest opportunities to glorify and thank Him as 

faith-filled witnesses of Christ our Lord.  These are 

the times for being boldest for Jesus (Ephesians 6:19).  

Love compels us for sharing the truth in love 

(Ephesians 4:15) and in complete reliance on the 

Holy Spirit to share our own testimony of what God 

has done for us. 

 We have Jesus' promise in 

the most challenging times, 

"Surely I am with you 

always. " (Matthew 28:20). 

Thanks be to God! 

To learn more about all of our stained glass windows, click on the cover to the right. 

http://issuu.com/stpauls8/docs/stained_glass_window_brochure_page/1?e=0
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Revival!  Episcopal Evangelism and Billy Graham’s Legacy 

By Carrie Boren Headington 

As I woke to the news of Billy Graham’s passing on Feb. 21, I was filled with mixed 

emotions.  On the one hand, I rejoiced knowing Graham was finally in the arms of 

his Savior, seeing fully the one he served and loved throughout his earthly life.  On 

the other hand, I felt a sense of loss.  Even though I met him only once in graduate 

school, he was a powerful mentor and teacher to me (and countless other budding 

evangelists).  No matter the ecclesial family in which we dwell — or whether we 

agreed with him on matters of doctrine and practice — we must celebrate the way 

 

 
Thu, Mar 15 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 

Sun, Mar 18 -  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Mon, Mar 19 -  St. Joseph 

Tue, Mar 20 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 

  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 

  7:00 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 

Wed, Mar 21 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion 

Thu, Mar 22 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 

Sat, Mar 24 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 

  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 

  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 

  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 

Sun, Mar 25 -  Palm Sunday: Sunday of the Passion 

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Sunday School 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://livingchurch.org/covenant/2018/03/05/revival-episcopal-evangelism-billy-grahams-legacy/
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†  Exploring Our Anglican Heritage 

Dear Friends of St. Paul’s, 

T his is your seminarian in the field filing a mid-point report on Berkeley Divinity 

School's senior class pilgrimage to Canterbury.  Like the pilgrims of old, we began 

our journey with much excitement.  After the long Friday evening bus ride to JFK, we 

boarded our late flight to London with visions of ancient tales dancing in our heads.  On 

arrival, we joined a long snake line at passport control.  As we slowly wove back and forth, 

we greeted each other as we rounded corners, and the queue became a holy labyrinth of 

anticipation, friendly faces among the other bleary-eyed travelers, and God’s Spirit resting 

on us all. 

 Our first full day included a Sunday Eucharist presided over by 

Justin Welby.  We then 

took a stroll, past the 

statues of Queen Bertha 

and King Ethelbert, who 

first welcomed St. 

Augustine to England, to 

wander among the ruins 

of St. Augustine’s Abbey.  

That evening, Dean Robert Willis and the 

cathedral staff greeted us at the dean’s residence, 

driving out the damp with 

warm hearth and good 

company, including the 

many portraits of all the previous deans spread throughout the rooms.  

Dean Willis then gave us a candlelight tour of the cathedral, quoting 

generously from 

Eliot’s The Four 

Quartets to give us 

a sense of the 

history and 

timelessness of 

this place.  By the 

end of the day, I 

began to feel a part 

of the rich heritage 

of 1,400 years of 

the English 

Catholic 

experience.  This 

has only deepened 

as we have 

immersed 

ourselves in the daily rhythms of the 

Anglican worship life of the cathedral: 

Matins, Eucharist, Evensong. 

The next day, our pilgrimage resumed 

with a long bus ride to visit Coventry 

Cathedral.  If Canterbury holds the history 

(Continued on page 5) 

 On Assignment: 

with Steve Nagy 
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

Can you keep a 

secret?  Part of Steve’s 

Sword Points assignment 

is to scout out locations 

for a St. Paul’s 

Pilgrimage to explore our 

Anglican Heritage in 

England & Scotland in 

2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

of the English church, Coventry is a snapshot of that 

history’s harvest of love in the face of violence.  

During the Great Blitz of World War II, charred 

timbers in the shape of cross were found among the 

ruins of the firebombed old cathedral.  They were 

bound together, lifted up and alongside were written 

the words “Father Forgive.”  Today, Coventry 

Cathedral is home to a world-wide reconciliation 

ministry.  For all the beauty of the bombed-out shell 

of the old cathedral and spectacular new one 

alongside it, I was most moved by the tucked away 

chapel of the Madonna of Stalingrad, with it’s 

drawing of the 

Madonna by a German 

prisoner of war on 

Christmas, 1942 and 

the Johannine 

expression adopted by 

the German medieval 

mystics: “Light Life 

Love.”  The chapel lifts up the belief “that you are truly 

reconciled to your enemy when you can memorialize their 

suffering.” 

As I come to learn more about our Anglican roots, what 

God has done for us in Christ, and the particular charisms 

and contexts of Christ’s work within our catholic tradition, I 

wonder: What is God asking us to become?  On the 

candlelight tour, Dean Willis remarked that he has a dream 

that one day, one of his successors will hand over a well-

cared for Canterbury Cathedral to the care of the invigorated, 

global and universal Church of Christ.  I am excited and 

grateful that I - and all of us - have a role in being the Gospel 

to this needy world. 

Blessings, 

Stephen 

(Continued from page 4) Anglican Heritage 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Esteban! No Disciplina!  
by Steve Hemming 

 

“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.  For if these 
things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 1:5-8 

 

W hen I was in 10th grade, I studied Spanish.  Initially, I was quite the 
wisenheimer in class, for I often cracked jokes, and indulged in other 

attention-grabbing antics.  My teacher, Señor Williamson, frequently had to reign 
me in, for which I would often hear him say, “Esteban!  No disciplina!” (“Stephen! 
No discipline!”). 

While we didn’t hit it off at the start because of my disruptive behavior, 
Señor Williamson and I eventually developed a genuine respect and 
admiration for one another.  He was very kind and patient with me, and 
as my trust in him increased, my outbursts in class diminished.  As a 
result, I picked-up Spanish relatively easily, so much so, that Señor 
Williamson often called upon me to speak Spanish whenever the 
principal or other administrators stopped in to observe his class. 

Looking back, Señor Williamson was without a doubt one of 
my favorite teachers from high school.  The other night, I thought 
of him and his helping me to become more disciplined, after I 
read Proverbs 25:28 in the Amplified Bible, which states; “Like a city that is broken 
down and without walls [leaving it unprotected] is a man who has no self-control 
over his spirit [and sets himself up for trouble].”  As I meditated on the scripture, I 
could somehow sense the Lord was trying to tell me something, so I sat still and 
opened up my heart to Him. 

After a few moments of silence, it felt as though Abba Father was gently telling 
me, “My son, you need more self-control in order to walk in My ways and fulfill 
My purpose for your life.”  He was right on-point with His truth.  I have struggled 
to maintain consistent self-control for many years.  And like the Proverbs verse 
warned, if I simply maintained the status quo, and didn’t gain better self-control 
over my thoughts and actions in every aspect of my life, I would surely be setting 
myself up for a great fall, and much trouble ahead. 

Recognizing my lack of self-control, I fell to my knees, and humbled myself 
before the Lord.  I cried out to Him and asked for more self-control.  And I am 
determined to keep on crying out and asking, until self-control, a fruit of the Spirit, 
has fully manifested itself within me. 

Since the Lord revealed my need for a greater measure of self-control, I’ve been 
able to find a suitable definition – “Self-control is to restrain one’s emotions, 
actions, and desires, and to be in harmony with the will of God.  Self-control is 
doing God’s will, not living for one’s self.” (“Fruit of the Spirit” pamphlet, Rose 
Publishing, 2004)  A corresponding scripture passage can be found in Titus 2:11-12, 
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to 
say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright 
and godly lives in this present age.” 

Is there a behavior or attitude in your life that needs an adjustment or 
improvement?  Or, perhaps, there’s a fruit of the Spirit that you long for more of?  
Bring the matter to the Lord.  As you humble yourself under the mighty hand of 
God, He will exalt you in due time.  And know with confidence that you can cast all 
your cares upon Him, because He cares for you! (1 Peter 5:6-7) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.  Against such there is 

no law.”  Galatians 5:22-23 
 

 Gracias, Señor Williamson por toda la bondad y 
paciencia que me mostró cuando estaba en su clase.  
Si bien no lo reconocí en aquel entonces, claramente 
demostraste el amor de nuestro Padre celestial hacia 
mí, por lo que estaré eternamente agradecido.  Amor, 
Esteban. 
 

Translation: Thank you, Mr. Williamson for all the 
lovingkindness and patience you showed me when I was in 
your class.  While I didn’t recognize it back then, you 
clearly demonstrated the love of our heavenly Father 
towards me, for which I will be forever grateful.  Love, 
Stephen 

(Continued from page 7) Now’s The Time! 

John Williamson – My 

beloved Spanish Teacher  

"This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the 

LORD. "I will put my law in their ______ and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, 

and they will be my people."      Jeremiah 31:33 NIV 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Jeremiah+31:33&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, March 19th 

St. Joseph, Guardian of Our Lord 
 

A 
ll that we know of Joseph we learn from the first two chapters of Matthew and of 
Luke.  Otherwise he is mentioned only in passing in Luke 3:23; John 1:45; John 
6:42 as the supposed father of Jesus.  (Mark does not mention him at all.) 

In the face of circumstances where a man of lesser character might have 
reacted very differently, Joseph graciously assumed the role of Jesus' father.  
He is well remembered in Christian tradition for the love he showed to the 
boy Jesus, and for his tender affection and care for Mary, during the twelve 
years and more that he was their protector. 

Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of David, and a carpenter by trade.  
(The Gospels use the Greek word TEKTON, which means "builder," as in 
"architect."  It has been suggested that he may have been a mason or a 
metalworker, or a building contractor.  In favor of the traditional translation, 
we have a remark in the writings of Justin Martyr, who was born in Palestine, 
probably around 100, and who tells us that he has seen plows and ox-yokes 
still in use which were said to have been made in the carpenter-shop at 
Nazareth.  We may not believe that the particular claims were all accurate, 
but they are testimony to what the Christians of Palestine in the early second 
century believed that Joseph's occupation had been, and this may be an idea 
continuously handed down in the community there since the early first 
century.)  Because of the silence of the Gospels, and because Jesus entrusted 
Mary to the care of John, it is generally believed that Joseph died a natural 
death after the visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve (Luke 2:41-51), but 
before the Baptism of Jesus when He was thirty.  Joseph's influence during 
those early years must have been tremendous.  When Jesus spoke of God as 
being like a loving Father, He was using a word that he had first learned as a 
child to apply to Joseph.  Joseph stands as a testimony to the value of simple everyday 
human things, and especially that human thing called "fatherhood." 

155 Years 

Ago… 

The Hartford 

Courant 

 

March 28, 

1863 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Mar 18th  8 am - Joyce & John Sarver 10:30 am –Barbieri’s 
Mar 25th  8 am - Pat Brought   10:30 am - DiSanti / Pascoa 
Apr   1st      Easter Services—No Coffee Hours 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship services and 

join in our various events.  However, there are still times when you might be unable 
to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of our services are available on 
Livestream or Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at 
collage, parishioners on vacation and former members who have moved away.  Why 
not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know 

what to expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks online.  
Just click on the LiveStream button or tab 
on our website for more info.  

†  St. Vitale - Abel and Melchizedek Sacrificing  
 

521-547 

Basilica di S. Vitale (Ravenna, Italy) 

 

M osaic 

on the 

right (south) 

lunette of the 

chancel, depicting 

Abel and 

Melchizedek 

bringing their 

offerings to the 

altar.  On the 

adjoining 

spandrals are 

Isaiah (upper 

right) and Moses 

loosening his 

sandals before the 

Burning Bush 

(upper left). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

For more information and to register 

follow this link. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
  

“I will be their God and they shall be my people.”   - Jeremiah 31:33 
  

W hat does it mean to be God’s people?  It means we recognize that 

everything we have and everything we are belongs to God.  We 

aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God 

has given us.  It means we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to 

care for our neighbors and the world, just as God cares for us. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comprehensive-basic-hybrid-safe-church-training-tickets-41288013560
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“PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST” has a new release date!  It has been 

bumped up a week and is now opening on Friday, March 23rd and 

we’ll go see it that evening at the AMC Loews at 7:30 pm.  “Paul, Apostle of 

Christ” is the story of two men.  Luke, as a friend and physician, risks his life every 

time he ventures into the city of Rome to visit Paul, 

who is held captive in Nero's darkest, bleakest prison 

cell.  Before Paul's death sentence can be enacted, 

Luke resolves to write another book, one that details 

the beginnings of "The Way" and the birth of what 

will come to be known as the church.  But Nero is 

determined to rid Rome of Christians, and does not 

flinch from executing them in the grisliest ways 

possible.  Bound in chains, Paul's struggle is 

internal.  He has survived so much--floggings, shipwreck, starvation, stoning, 

hunger and thirst, cold and exposure--yet as he waits for his appointment with 

death, he is haunted by the shadows 

of his past misdeeds.  Alone in the 

dark, he wonders if he has been 

forgotten... and if he has the strength 

to finish well.  Two men struggle 

against a determined emperor and the 

frailties of the human spirit in order to 

bequeath the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

to the world. 

St. Paul’s 

Movie Club 

† Easter Memorials 
  

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to have 

flowers in the church for Easter Sunday in memory of loved ones and 

friends.  All names will be listed in the Easter bulletin and are due by 

Palm Sunday, March 25th.  Any questions may be directed to Gail 

Winkley at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

23 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZaK-lbhhx_M
https://youtu.be/KPFS_9yx3f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPFS_9yx3f0&feature=youtu.be
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

Kathi Brown & Marie Williams celebrate 

tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for Laurie 

DoBosh.  Bake a cake for Kenneth Brown & 

Sandy Chaleski on Sunday.  Throw a party for 

Charles Connors & Rachel Melody on Monday.  

Clayton Ferry & Marion Franklin will be 

another year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Ralph 

Franklin will be opening presents on Wednesday.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

W ant God to honor you?  
“No problem,” says Jesus.  

The faithful Christian will be found 
wherever Jesus is.  Care to join 
him?  

AED = Save a Life 

A recent front page article in the Danbury News Times stressed the importance of having an 

AED (Automated External Defibrillator) in all public facilities, and how it can save lives. 

Do you know there is an AED at St. Paul’s?  Could you locate Our 

AED?  Would you hesitate to use it?   

Our AED is found in an eye level 

cabinet at the stair end of Crocker 

Hall.  Our AED, once opened, it 

comes with verbal, easy to use 

instructions. 

Please familiarize yourself with the 

AED location, and after calling 

911, be willing to use it as directed 

by the device itself!  

Prepare yourself beforehand!   Specific instructions 

can be found at:  www.YouTube.Com/watch?

v=BAWGjNAj_vA.  Just click on this site and be made 

aware of your potential to save a life! 

YOU CAN BE A LIFE SAVER! 

http://www.YouTube.Com/watch?v=BAWGjNAjvA
http://www.YouTube.Com/watch?v=BAWGjNAjvA
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

 

 

 

 

“W hoever serves me must follow me, and where I 

am, there will my servant be also.”  What a 

blueprint for a disciple of Jesus to follow!  Love the Lord, 

follow and serve Him, and reflect his immeasurable love to 

all whose lives touch yours - and a rewarding life both now 

and eternally is God’s promise! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Father, Glorify Your Name” 
 

 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
In our opening reading the prophet Jeremiah foresees a new covenant which God 

will make with the people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human 
hearts.  Israel and Judah have broken the covenant made when the Lord 
brought them out of slavery in Egypt.  Now they are about to go into exile.  
Yet the days are coming when their sins will be forgiven, and God will 
establish a new relationship with them.  This covenant will be based not 
on external law but on an inner knowing of the Lord. 

 Psalm 51:1-13 
Happy are those who walk in the law of the Lord, who guide their ways 

by God’s commandments. 
 Hebrews 5:5-10 
In this New Testament lesson we hear how through his obedience and 

suffering Christ reached the perfection of his destiny and was designated 
by God to be the eternal high priest.  The high priesthood of Jesus is the 
great theme of the Letter to the Hebrews.  Like the high priests of the old 
covenant, Christ is chosen from among human beings and so has 
sympathy with human weakness.  But he is the Son and has new been named high 
priest forever.  He succeeds Melchizedek, a royal and priestly figure from antiquity. 

 John 12:20-33 
In this gospel passage Jesus presents teaching concerning the meaning of his 

death.  After his prayer to God a voice from heaven is heard.  Greeks wish to see 
Jesus, but he will not draw all others to himself until after he has died and has risen.  
Then, like a seed which falls into the earth, he will bear much fruit.  Disciples must 
also learn to serve Jesus by following him in this way.  Now is the hour for the Son of 
Man to be glorified - glorified both by his willingness to be lifted up upon the cross to 

die for others, 
and afterward 
to be lifted up 
to heaven. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"R eligion or Relationship?"  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

John 12:20-33 

There is a deliberate pun in 

John about the "raising" of 

Jesus - on the cross, and 

from the grave.  In the first, 

the rulers of this world are 

shown to be powerless; in 

the second, death is shown 

to be powerless. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2017.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church 
Cathedral, Hartford; Good Shepherd, Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
......  Bishops, ECCT staff, and parish employees, and 
their families. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, 
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, 
Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, 
Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; the people of Georgia; Diocese of 
Botswana - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Metlhayotlhe Rawlings Belemi; and our sister and 
brother members of the Church of God (Chattanooga) . 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to 
come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
…..St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food 
Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of March. 
.....Higher Ground Ministries, Danbury, a partner congregation of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....The President of the United States and All in Civil Authority. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 
 
 

Daniel’s Story 
 

We heard many 
testimonies during our 
Lenten Series.  Here’s 

another one from a 
young man named 
Daniel.  Another 
transformed life... 

https://www.graceandstpeters.org/
http://www.cccathedral.org/
http://www.cccathedral.org/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/church-good-shepherd-hartford-ct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia_%28country%29
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=central-africa&dio=botswana&pos=bishop-of-botswana&posID=19516
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_God_%28Chattanooga%29
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/
https://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/
http://churchonhigherground.org/worship/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/19.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Teca-aSdhlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Teca-aSdhlY
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Carol Ferro, Steve 

Hemming, Diane Loring, Bill Loring, Lois 
Hunt, Susan Iverson, 
Dori McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the 

Week! 
 

Did you know… that a Blue 

Whale's heart is about the size of a 

VW Beetle and large enough that 

you could crawl through its 

 

"Hot-cross buns!" 
By Mother Goose 

Hot-cross buns! 
Hot-cross buns! 
One a penny*, two a penny, 
Hot-cross buns! 
If you have no daughters, 
Give them to your sons; 
One a penny, two a penny, 
Hot-cross buns! 

 

* Truth be told, these were $2 a piece at the 
Bridgewater Village Store.  We suggest 
ordering them heated on the grill and buttered.  
Yum! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.wdcs.org/wdcskids/en/story_details.php?select=584
http://www.wdcs.org/wdcskids/en/story_details.php?select=584
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/mother-goose

