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April 5, 2018 

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

 

†  “Jesus Promising to Go Ahead of Us, 

Leading the Way” 
 

"After I have risen, I will go ahead of you" 
 (MATTHEW 26:32) 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I n this Easter week, we have so 

much to be grateful for, including 

the following: 

 Our Holy Week and Easter 

services had the highest 

attendance in recent memory, 

including our growing virtual 

community through our 

Livestream and Facebook Live 

joining us from here in 

Brookfield, all the way to 

Germany, Africa, and beyond.  

Thank you to all who serve 

out front, and behind the scenes, bringing the full impact of what we 

do to the world. 

 Our new sound system, including the new electric drum kit, along 

with sublime choral offerings throughout the week, revealed how our 

worship is reaching new heights to the glory of God.  Our musicians, 

in seamlessly blending traditional and contemporary worship, offer 

us a rare gem rarely found, and their humble, unified and gifted 

leadership deserves our thanks. 

 A record-number Easter offering.  God has big plans for St. Paul's, 

and is providing what we will need for the next step in our call to 

God's mission. 

The forty days of the Easter season invite us to follow the Lord in renewed 

faith, with Jesus promising to go ahead of us, leading the way.  This is an 

exciting time for us at St. Paul's, for greater things than these will we see 

as we put our trust in Christ and serve God in this generation. 
 

Faithfully in the Risen Savior, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Breathe on me, Breath of God! 

by John Tuthill 
 

"Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
fill me with life anew, 

that I may love the way you love 
and do what you would do." 

 - Hymn #508; from the Closing Hymn this Sunday 
 

H 
e is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed!  And, not only is He risen, but the Lord 

appeared to so many of His followers even before he finally appeared to his 

disciples as a group - twice!  The gospel reading appointed for this Sunday 

(John 20:19-31) tells about Jesus coming through a locked door to stand among His 

disciples.  They had previously scattered, but in our gospel reading the disciples were re-

gathered and were hiding-out together behind doors that had been "locked for fear of the 

Jews." (vs. 19).  But wait - before this, Jesus had already appeared and the disciples had 

already received the news!  Why were they hiding?  First, Jesus appeared to Mary 

Magdalene (John 20:14-16) and she brought them the news.  Next, Jesus appeared to three 

more of His most devoted WOMEN followers 

(Matthew 28:9), and they all likewise told the 

disciples the Lord is risen.  Then, seemingly to top

-it-off, in Luke 24:34 we read that even Peter 

himself had already experienced a personal 

appearance by Jesus to him also prior to coming 

through the locked doors.  Additionally, there 

were more appearances.  Prior to Jesus appearing 

to the disciples in the locked room, He had also 

already made Himself known "in the breaking of 

the bread" to the two disciples on the Emmaus 

Road (Luke 24:13-16) - and the disciples received 

this report also.  So, here's a question: WHY would the disciples be still hiding-out together, 

frightened and behind closed doors, "locked for fear of the Jews"?  Death was conquered.  

The tomb was empty.  The burial linens were found neatly folded where Jesus had lain.  

Jesus' accomplished resurrection was reported to them, including by Peter himself.  There 

seems to be a missing piece to this puzzling case of the missing faith! 

"Peace be with you" Jesus said as He stood among the ten disciples (Thomas was not 

with them and Judas, well, Judas had already fallen away).  After He said "Peace be with 

you," Jesus, "showed them His hands and His side" and "the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord" (vs. 20).  It seems noteworthy that even in His risen and glorified body the 

Lord keeps the nail prints and the wound is still there in His pieced side.  Jesus took our sin 

and is apparently scarred for eternity, marked by the evidence of what He "finished" for us 

on the cross (John 19:30). 

 Then Jesus said again, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you" (vs. 21).  He sends them out, which was exactly what He 

had prayed for them after their last meal (John 17:18).  The 

previously missing piece comes next: "And when He said 

this, He breathed on them and said 'Receive the Holy 

Spirit.'"  My study Bible notes here that Jesus had 

taught them from the beginning about prayer (Luke 

11:13) telling them that if they would only ask, the 

Father would give them the gift of the Holy Spirit - 

did any of them think to ask?  In John 14:16 Jesus 

(Continued on page 3) 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr   5 - 7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr   7 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:30 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Apr   8 -  Second Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Mon, Apr   9 - The Annunciation 
  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office 
  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 
Tue, Apr 10 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Apr 11 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 
Thu, Apr 12 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr 14 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Apr 15 -  Third Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class, Level 2 Classroom 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

again says this; "And I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another Helper to be 

with you forever" (ESV).  It seems the moment the Lord breathed on the disciples, that is 

when they received the previously missing power and in-dwelling of God the Holy Spirit 

necessary to finally begin acting in full faith.  The one other 

time my study Bible that notes the expression that God 

"breathed on them" seems to be when God breathed the 

breath of life into the "First Adam" (Genesis 2:7) way-back 

in the Garden of Eden.  Interestingly, it was from Adam's 

side also that Genesis describes his bride, Eve, coming from.  

Is this intentionally similar?  The wound in Christ's side 

seems to be involved also with the birth of His bride, the 

Church.  His power is made perfect in our passing human 

weaknesses - His grace indeed does suffice.  We are sent out 

to tell the Good News.  Grace and peace be yours in 

abundance, brothers and sisters, in the knowledge we have of 

God and of Jesus our (risen!) Lord. (2 Peter 1:2 NIV)! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

"We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son..." 

-Nicene Creed 

(Continued from page 2) Breath of God 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

Monday, April 9th (transferred from March 25th) 

The Annunciation 
 

I 
n the first chapter of Luke we read how the 
angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she 
had been chosen to be the mother of the 

Christ, and how Mary answered, "Here I am, the 
handmaid of the Lord.  Let it be to me as you have 
said."  It is reasonable to suppose that Our Lord 
was conceived immediately after this.  
Accordingly, since we celebrate His birth on 
December 25, we celebrate the Annunciation nine 
months earlier, on March 25th. 

For many centuries most European countries 
took March 25th, not January 1st, as the day when 
the number of the year changed, so that March 24, 
1201 was followed by March 25, 1202.  If you had 
asked a Christian of that time why the calendar 
year changed so awkwardly partway through a 
month, he would have answered: "Today we begin 
a new year of the Christian era, the era which 
began X years ago today when God was made 
man, when He took upon Himself a fleshly body 
and human nature in the womb of the Virgin." 

The following paragraph is from Chapter 14 of the book Miracles, by C. S. Lewis. 
...one of those features of the Christian story which is repulsive to the modern mind.  To 

be quite frank, we do not at all like the idea of a "chosen people."  Democrats by birth and 
education, we should prefer to think that all nations and individuals start level in the search 

for God, or even that all religions are equally true.  It must be admitted at 
once that Christianity makes no concessions to this point of view.  It does 
not tell of a human search for God at all, but of something done by God 
for, to, and about Man.  And the way in which it is done is selective, 
undemocratic, to the highest degree.  After the knowledge of God had 
been universally lost or obscured, one man from the whole earth 
(Abraham) is picked out.  He is separated (miserably enough, we may 
suppose) from his natural surroundings, sent into a strange country, and 
made the ancestor of a nation who are to carry the knowledge of the true 
God.  Within this nation there is further selection: some die in the desert, 
some remain behind in Babylon.  There is further selection still.  The 
process grows narrower and narrower, sharpens at last into one small 
bright point like the head of a spear.  It is a Jewish girl at her prayers.  All 

humanity (so far as concerns its redemption) has narrowed to that. 
The following quotation is from Martin Luther's sermon "On the Magnificat" (the Song 

of Mary, Luke 1:46-55). 
"For He that is mighty hath done great things for me, and Holy is His Name." (Luke 

1:49) 
The "great things" are nothing less than that she became the Mother of God, in which 

work so many and such great good things are bestowed upon her as pass man's 
understanding.  For on this there follows all honor, all blessedness, and her unique place in 
the whole of mankind, among whom she has no equal, namely, that she had a child by the 
Father in Heaven, and such a child. 

She herself is unable to find a name for this work, it is too exceedingly great; all she can 
do is break out in the fervent cry: "They are great things," impossible to describe or define.  
Hence men have crowded all her glory into a single word, calling her the Mother of God. 

No one can say anything greater of her or to her, though he had as many tongues as there 
are leaves on the trees, or grass in the fields, or stars in the sky, or sand by the sea.  It needs 
to be pondered in the heart, what it means to be the Mother of God. 

Christianity 

makes no 

concessions 

to this point 

of view  
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†  Christ and Doubting Thomas  
 

1465-66 

Andrea del Verrocchio (1435 - 1488) 

The Museum of Florence 
 

Andrea del Verrocchio was an Italian painter, sculptor, and goldsmith who was a master 

of an important workshop in Florence.  He became known by his nickname Verrocchio, 

from vero occhio, which in Italian means "true eye", a tribute given to him for his artistic 

achievement.  Few paintings are attributed to him with certainty, but a number of important 

painters were trained at his workshop.  His pupils included Leonardo da Vinci, Pietro 

Perugino and Lorenzo di Credi.  His greatest importance was as a sculptor and his last work, 

the Equestrian statue of Bartolomeo Colleoni in Venice, is generally accepted as a 

masterpiece. 

In 1467 the Tribunale della Mercanzia, the judicial organ of the Guilds in Florence, 

commissioned from 

Verrocchio a bronze group 

portraying Christ and St. 

Thomas for the center 

tabernacle, which the 

Tribunale had recently 

purchased, on the east facade 

of Orsanmichele to replace a 

statue of St. Louis of Toulouse, 

which had been removed.  He 

therefore had the problem of 

placing two statues (more than 

life size) in a tabernacle 

originally intended for one.  As 

Covi says, the problem was 

resolved "in a most felicitous 

manner."  The work was 

placed in position in 1483 and 

"has been acclaimed since the 

day of its unveiling and almost 

without exception recognized 

as another masterpiece."  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and 

no one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own...”          - Acts 4:32 
 

A ll that we are and all that we have is a gift 

from God!  Think of your family, your 

friends, your talents, your abilities and your money - 

these are all gifts from God!  We aren’t really owners 

of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has 

blessed us with. 
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†  Vestry Meeting 
 March 12th 

Opening: David Williams opened the 
meeting at 7:31 pm with prayer.  Lois Hunt 
led a discussion on abandoning ourselves 
and others to Christ based on a reflection of 
Oswald Chambers from his book “My 
Utmost for His Highest.”  Susan Champagne 
gave her testimony, how she was raised 
Roman Catholic, watched her grandmother 
pray and depend on Christ.  She knew she 
needed something.  Came to St. Paul’s on a 
Christmas Eve and saw an Alpha flyer.  She 
went to Alpha and followed up with a Bible 
study and prayed for an indwelling of the 
Spirit.  She has been growing in faith ever 
since.  Learning to pray out loud was 
difficult for her, then a prayer came to her 
about the content of your heart, not the 
content of your words which has been a great 
help with her praying out loud.  She shared 
this prayer with the Vestry.  The February 
minutes were approved as circulated. 

Treasurer’s Report: February collections 
were up from last year, revenue still $10,000 
under last year. Endowments are down 
$13,000 YTD, 1.4%.  1/3 of the Mission 
Budget has been paid YTD. 
 

Committee Reports:  Written reports were 

submitted by Dave Allen 
for Property, Joan 
Boehm for Sunday 
School and George 
Stowell for Policy 
Development. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr Joe is away, reports 
all is well. 
 

Old Business: Patrick O’Connors gave a 
proposal on a sound system repair and 
upgrade.  The Vestry approved the proposal.  
It will be funded by the capital building 
account.  The Vestry voiced their 
appreciation for the Music Ministry and their 
leading of worship.  The Vestry Retreat is 
March 31st, there will be some pre-work for 
the retreat.  The quotes for the security 
system and computer upgrades will be 
presented in the next months.  There will be 
Meet the Vestry coffee hours after both 
services on April 15th. 
 

New Business: There will be a Music 
Ministry retreat at Walnut Hill on May 12th.   
Bill Schrull has applied for a grant of $6,000 
for computer systems for Bishop Okulla 
College in Kenya and will hear later this 
week if it has been awarded. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:00 pm by Susan Champagne and 
David Williams. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

The Vestry Retreat was 

held on March 31st at 

A Place for Hope & 

Healing in Sandy Hook. 
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†  Who Jesus Is   
by Steve Hemming 

 

When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say 
that I, the Son of Man, am?”  So they said, “Some say John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?”  Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”              Matthew 16:13-16 

 

A ll scripture in the Bible is inspired by God (2 
Timothy 3:16).  In His word, we discover who Jesus 

Christ is through three primary means; by revelation of the 
Holy Spirit moving in and through the authors of the books of 
the Bible, from life-changing transformations in and confessions 
from people who had direct encounters with our Lord, and 
through the actual words Jesus spoke to declare who He is.  Here 
are some examples of each: 

 

Revelation of the Holy Spirit – 
 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 

will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.” John 1:1-4 

 “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11 

 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by Him all 
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.  All things were created 
through Him and for Him.  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.  
And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” Colossians 1:15-18 

·“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 
 

People who believed as a result of their encounters with Jesus – 
·The centurion at the cross: “So when the centurion and those with him, who were 

guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that 
had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this 
was the Son of God!”” Matthew 27:54 

·John the Baptist: “The next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and said, “Behold!  The Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29 

·The Apostle Peter: “But Simon Peter answered Him, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of 
eternal life.  Also we have come to believe and know 
that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” John 
6:68-69 

·Martha, the sister of Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead: (Jesus said) “And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.  Do you believe this?”  She said to 
Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.” John 11:26-27 

·The Apostle Paul, after his Damascus road conversion: “Immediately he preached 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
  

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
  

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

 

the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.” Acts 9:20 
 

Words Jesus spoke to declare who He is – 
·“And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes 
to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never 
thirst.” John 6:35 
·“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the 
world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 
the light of life.” John 8:12 
·“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives His life for 
the sheep.”  John 10:11 
·“Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” John 11:25 
·“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through Me.” John 14:6 
 

If Jesus were to ask you today, “Who do you say that I am?”  
What would be your answer? 
 

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is by believing in your heart 
that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are 
saved.”  Romans 10:9-10  

(Continued from page 7) Who Jesus Is   

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Children’s Easter Celebration 
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship services and 

join in our various events.  However, there are still times when you might be unable 
to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of our services are available on 
Livestream or Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at 
college, parishioners on vacation and former members who have moved away.  Why 
not introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know 

what to expect?  The services can be watched live or later for 
up to three weeks online.  Just click on the LiveStream button 
or tab on our website for more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Apr   8th  8 am - Christine MacMillan 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 
Apr 15th  8 am - St. Paul’s Vestry   10:30 am - St. Paul’s Vestry 
Apr 22nd  8 am - Mary & Ken Perry  10:30 am - Connie Williams 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

Does God give us eternal life because of our works, or because of the work of Jesus?  

That question is at the heart of the book of Galatians.  This new Men’s Bible Study 

explores some of the most essential concepts of the Christian faith including the essence of 

the gospel, the purpose of the Law, our identity as a child of God and walking in the 

Spirit.   

†  New Men’s Bible Study Starts Monday, April 16th 

T homas wasn’t afraid to express his doubts.  Does that mean he was 

any less of a follower?  Of course not.  The faithful follower is 

one who acknowledges and works through their doubt, rather than to 

simply ignore it. 

New to St. Paul's?  Interested 

in exploring membership in the 

Church?  Confirmation will 

be offered on the 

afternoon of May 19th at 

Camp Washington in 

Morris. Interested in 

participating, or learning 

more? Please speak to Fr. Joe. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26/18 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT 06612. 

For more information and to register 

follow this link. 

 

† Happy Birthday to You! 

A bigail Keating celebrates today!  Bake a cake for Catherine Clayton & 

Michael Pinheiro on Saturday.  Bishop Jeffery Rowthorn & Laura Cavagna 

will be opening presents on Monday.  Throw a party on Wednesday for Christian 

Binder, Kevin Janofsky & Tyler Mannion.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

This is not as bad 

as it looks!  No 

acolytes were 

harmed in the 

lighting of our 

Paschal Candle 

during our Easter 

Vigil last 

Saturday. 

 

See page 14 for 

more exclusive 

photos.  

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/comprehensive-basic-hybrid-safe-church-training-tickets-41288013560
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†  How not to light a Paschal candle!  
 

I had it all 

the way 

Let us pray…  

          ...for John 

OMG!  He’s toast. 

This will end 

up in Sword 

Points 

Are you alright? 
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests 
by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear 
them to coffee hour as well. 

W hat a directive for 

followers we have in 

“...grant that all who have been 

reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ’s body may show forth 

in their lives what they profess 

by their faith…”  How is our 

“profess-ing” going? 
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Contact 
Ken Perry 
for more 

info. 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  
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Nick Janofsky  or  Connor Richardson 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“As the Father has sent me” 
 

 Acts 4:32-35 

I n this reading we hear of the enthusiasm and spirit of sharing and caring for one 
another in the early Christian community.  The apostles continue their powerful 

witness to the resurrection.  Greed and anxiety with regard to material possessions 
are overcome by grace.  The author of Acts may present a somewhat idyllic picture, 
but there is no denying the power of the gospel to bring disciples to a profoundly 
new way of life. 

 Psalm 133 
The psalm celebrates the blessing of a harmonious people. 
 1 John 1:1-2:2 
The theme of this passage is the word of life by which Christians are called to 

walk in the light of God.  Confessing their sins, they and ll others can find 
forgiveness through Jesus.  The beginning of this letter leaves open the possibility 
that the word may be understood as Jesus himself, or Jesus as he is revealed in 
scripture, or in the bread of the Eucharist.  When his followers share a common life 
in the light that is God, they can be free to be honest about their sins and then be 
cleansed from them. 

 John 20:19-31 
Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his disciples.  The first 

takes place on the very evening of the day of his resurrection.  The disciples are 
gathered in fear, but Jesus brings them peace, gives them their mission, and bestows 
on them the Holy Spirit.  A week later, Thomas, who had been absent when Jesus 
first appeared and who doubted his resurrection, now knows Jesus by his wounds and 
worships him as his Lord and God.  Future disciples will not have Jesus’ physical presence, but 
they will be blessed in their belief. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"M ay God continue to Write the Story of Our 

Lives."  To replay all our sermons, audio 

and videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 20:19-31 

John doesn't care what 

we see with our 

eyeballs.  He wants us 

to SEE with our inner 

eye who Jesus really is.  

That is why he has 

written these signs for 

us. That in SEEing, 

we might believe; and in 

believing, we might have 

the life that is in Jesus.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean 
Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Kent; Emmanuel, Killingworth; 
Trinity, Lime Rock; St. Michael’s, Litchfield. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....ECCT Joint Leadership members of the 
Mission Council, Missionary Society, Standing 
Committee, Commission on Ministry and 
Donations & Bequests. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda continued healing. 
.....the people of the Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis; the people of Jamaica; 
Diocese of Byumba - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Emmanuel Ngendahayo; and our sister and 
brother members of the Presbyterian Church in Sudan. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of 
our food basket collections for the month of April. 
.....Ridgefield Baptist Church, a partner congregation of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Knowledge of God's Creation. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make 
You Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
Drumming Joe 

 
How does Fr. Joe 

releax between services 
on Easter morning?  
He tests out our new 

drum set.  He 
approves.  And so do 

we. 

The sacristans 

for April are 

Mary Allen, 

Carol Gurski, 

Joyce Sarver 

and Gail 

Winkley. 

http://standrewskent.ctdiocese.org/default.asp
http://churchinthewilderness.org/
http://www.trinitylimerock.org/
http://stmichaels-litchfield.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Kitts_and_Nevis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=rwanda&dio=byumba&pos=bishop-of-byumba&posID=18685
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_in_Sudan
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.ridgefieldbaptist.org/web/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/40.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmGsgLg5W3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmGsgLg5W3E
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Sue Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Susan Champagne, Ron Crowcroft, 

Carol Ferro, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan 
Iverson, Dori 
McManus, Beth 
Miller, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Kirsten Peterson, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, David Szen, 
Ron Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don Winkley 
and Gail Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

Did you know that … 

Apples are more efficient 

than caffeine in keeping 

people awake in the 

mornings? 

Please 

Note: We are not going to 

replace Coffee Hours with 

Apple Hours. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesuffolkfhw/2015/07/02/are-apples-better-than-coffee/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccesuffolkfhw/2015/07/02/are-apples-better-than-coffee/

