
   

 

 

 

†  Expanding Our Spiritual Territory 
 

"Make disciples of all nations” 

MATTHEW 28:19 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

L 
ast Saturday we joined over 250 

worshipers at Camp Washington as 

we celebrated Holy Confirmation.  

Eight of our parishioners were among those 

Confirmed as disciples of Jesus, and with 

their families and friends surrounding 

them, the joy of new life in Christ was a 

blessing to behold. 
 

On Sunday we celebrated the ministry of our 

seminarian, Steve Nagy, as he begins a new 

mission abroad, and we prayed with Bill Schrull 

as he steps out in faith and goes on mission to 

Kenya.  By God's grace, we are a Great 

Commission church, making disciples of all 

nations. 
 

Looking ahead, on the weekend of June 15-17th, 

we will welcome New Testament scholar, Greg 

Beale., who will lead a teaching mission on 

Friday evening, Saturday morning, and will then 

preach at both Sunday services.  Please join us 

for this exciting opportunity to grow in God's 

word, the foundation of true discipleship. 
 

As God expands our spiritual territory and influence as a parish, may we 

continue to see God's word as the light upon our path as we step out 

together in faith into all the world. 
 

Pentecost blessings, 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 May 24, 2018 
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†   Can You Believe It? 

by John Tuthill 
 

"If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?" 

  - Jesus (John 3:11 (NRSV) 
 

This Sunday is called "Trinity Sunday" and it is dedicated to one of the most profoundly 

fascinating while also one of the most humanly incomprehensible and unique combination 

of truths that has ever been given to know about God.  Firstly, that God is one 

(Deuteronomy 6:4).  Second, that there never were, and that never will be, any other than 

only the one true God (see Isaiah 43:10, etc.).  So far so good? - But wait, there's "myrrh"!  

While God is one and while there certainly is only one God, it is additionally true that one 

God is also three distinct persons; The Father is God (see Phil. 1:2, etc.), The Son is God (so 

says John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9, etc.), and, the Holy Spirit is God (see Acts 5:3-4, etc.).  Jumping 

Jehoshaphat!  If ever there was a Sunday underscoring the need for reliance on the study of 

God's Word and the gracious gifts of the Holy Spirit for 

knowing God's own truth, Trinity Sunday takes the cake! 

Aside from this Sword Point's reporter's feeble 

attempts to ever grapple with (and certainly never 

comprehend) the Trinity, there’s another very important 

consideration raised in our readings this week.  (And, yes, 

this is a pathetic attempt to quickly change the subject!)  

Here's the point; a man comes to Jesus in our gospel 

reading this week and he is a Pharisee.  This means that 

he is one that is "set apart" as a ruler in Jerusalem of the Jewish people.  This man, 

Nicodemus, comes to Jesus and begins questioning Him by way of a compliment.  He starts 

off by saying to Jesus "we know you are a teacher who has come from God" (John 3:2).  

"We know" is based on what Nicodemus brings with him to the conversation.  But then, 

through a series of very difficult answers from Jesus to his many questions, Nicodemus is 

quickly and completely reduced down to finally asking simply, "How can these things 

be?" (v. 3:9).  Now Nicodemus asking this is no longer coming to Jesus from his own lofty 

and learned position.  None of what he knows about God through both his studies and 

through his own personal religious experiences in the Temple brings him up-to-speed with 

the truths that Jesus is telling him.  It seems that poor Nicodemus is humbled to the level of 

becoming just simply little "Nicky" and at the mercy of only Jesus alone now for even the 

foundation of any hope for understanding.  Likewise, aren't we also reduced when coming 

before God in His Word and in prayer?  Sure, we do have own experience and our own 

notions, but like "Nicky" we can never honestly hope to supersede the Word of God.  This is 

the way to come to Jesus, as the reading this Sunday is showing.  We come just as we really 

are, with nothing held back and with no position or authority of our own to make up the 

agenda.  Jesus seems bemused when He responds to Nicodemus, "Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?" (v. 10).  

Jesus goes on to say that He is the only one able to speak or 

to allow anyone to speak with any truth about God and about 

heaven.  Anyone, even a religious leader on a world-wide 

stage presuming to speak apart from what Jesus says has not 

made Him their basis for what they say.  But Jesus says to 

Nicodemus and to us that we must be born again so that we 

may believe His words, "For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only Son, so that everyone who BELIEVES in Him 

may not perish but may have eternal life." (v. 3:16). 

Thanks be to God! 

Making and 

Begetting 

by C.S. Lewis 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RAsb3lv968
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RAsb3lv968
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 24 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 26 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 27 - First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

Mon, May 28 --  Memorial Day 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
Tue, May 29 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop 5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May 30 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing   (Facebook) 

Thu, May 31 -- Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Jun   2 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Jun   3 -- The Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (LiveStream) (Facebook) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (LiveStream) (Facebook) 

“G od sent this son into the world not 

to condemn the world but to 

rescue the world through him.”  Are you a 

part of God’s rescue team?  A 

faithful follower cooperates with God 

in bringing God’s dream to fruition. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
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†  Pentecost & the First Great Awakening  
by Justin Slaughter Doty 

 

“O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 - EZEKIEL 37:4-6 
 

I n the year 1739, the American colonies had grown religiously stagnant.  The world 

had become more urban, the enlightenment had turned multitudes towards deism or 

non-belief, and the mainline churches had fallen into denominational disrepair.  Many said 

that the Church was faltering and that the centrality of the church would be no more.  A few 

inspired preachers, however, changed that trajectory.  

Jonathan Edwards, a Presbyterian minister, scholar, 

missionary to the Native Americans and president of 

Princeton, was one of those prime figures.  Thousands 

attended his sermons; some Christians, some deists, but 

nearly all of them from different traditions.  Edwards 

cerebral and passionate message revived Connecticut, 

and other states soon experienced a similar 

phenomenon. 

Edwards attempted to connect the Church with the 

Enlightenment.  “Through all; in all,” said Edwards.  He 

proposed that we can see God in all things, whether it 

be in the perfect math equation or in a spider dangling 

in the trees.  Those tired of the old machinery and 

routine of the Church rushed back after hearing 

Edward’s enthusiastic message, and those who felt the Church was opposed to the 

enlightenment heard Edwards message and realized both could work together. 

Edwards and his contemporaries owe much of their success to genuine, 

noncompromising, Christ centered preaching of the faith.  They did not falter on dogma, and 

they rightly asserted the importance of following Christ.  When barred from the pulpit due 

to their traditional views, they often took to the fields.  Because of these open services, 

Edwards drew large interdenominational crowds and shied away from drawing dividing 

denominational lines.  They preached 

Christ and Christ crucified, the rest was 

settled later.  Like C.S. Lewis would later 

do in the 20th century, Edwards and his 

Presbyterian colleagues often united rather 

than divided people. 

 Not all awakening preachers were like 

Edwards though, and there were many 

excesses and deficiencies within the 

movement.  Most bishops and elders 

refused to support the awakening 

preachers and the preachers did little to 

extend an olive branch of peace to their 

overseers.  George Whitfield, a 

charismatic Anglican clergyman, was 

successful at drawing crowds and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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conversions, but ultimately was schismatic in his view of 

the church which led to division.  A large emphasis was 

also put on conversion and personal relationship with 

Christ, but there was little emphasis on how to maintain 

and grow newfound faith.  Many converts never made the 

step into the churches to absorb the liturgy or eucharist.  

Within a few generations, another awakening was needed.  

While we should emulate the successes of the awakening 

in our modern world - which needs a great awakening of 

its own - we should also remember the teachings of the 

early Church Fathers.  Saint Basil the Great said “entire 

churches are dashed and shattered on the sunken reefs of 

subtle contention, whole other enemies of the Spirit of 

salvation have seized the helm and made shipwreck of the faith.”  It may be worthwhile to 

consider that as we go out and enthusiastically spread the faith, to remember not only to 

bring people to the ship of faith, but to also maintain the true doctrine of the church and to 

teach others how to keep it sailing so they don’t immediately disembark from it. 

“Love is the active, working principle in all true faith.  It is its very soul, without 

which it is dead.  Faith works by love." – Jonathan Edwards 

(Continued from page 4) First Great Awakening 
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†  Warden Notes 
 

- Mary Perry 

Stories in the Storm 
 

W e all know that there are storms in 
life.  If we stop and think about it, 

we have all gone through plenty. 
But what about this storm we all in some 

way experienced last Tuesday, May 15th?  
No matter where you were, I will venture to 
say - you or your family was impacted.    

And one thing I have learned in Crisis 
Response – there really is no “degree of 
severity”.  It doesn’t matter if you were 
scared in your home, or waiting for someone 
to let you know they were O.K., or you were 
hurt, or you were in your car, or you watched 
it on the news and were unscathed…it 
doesn’t matter.  Fear is fear.  But God is 
God. 

At St. Paul’s we are called to be together in 
community.  To find strength in Him and 

each other.  And 
then to go out into a 
hurting community 
and be Jesus to 
others.  As we 
receive comfort, we 
are to comfort. 
So, let’s share our 
stories.  Share how 
we saw God in our 

lives during the storm.  How 
in our immediate, “Jesus save 
me” prayers….he was there.  
When we thought, “this is 
it”…He was “I’m here”. 

How about sharing here in 
Sword Points….maybe 
Healing Sunday Testimonies?   
How about with each other at 
coffee hour?  How about on the phone?  
Text?  Email?   Over Coffee. 

And, then we can listen to others.  Our 
neighbors.  People in the grocery store, at 
work, etc.  We can thank the first responders, 
our power and utility companies, everyone 
who serves us every day…they work hard to 
make our days get back to our “normal”.  

Let’s be Jesus to each other.  Let’s love 
those He puts on our path.   
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†  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 

 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign has begun. 

Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women during 

unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance for the care 

of the newborn, such as cribs, clothing, diapers, and 

other supplies, Hopeline offers counseling, support, 

and ultrasounds performed on newly pregnant women 

by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  They offer post-

abortion counseling to women of any age. 

 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its 

annual “Change for Change” Baby Bottle 

Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles at the back of 

the church and in Crocker Hall that we ask you to please fill with 

your loose change and bills and return them on June 3rd.  Please 

Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” 

in the memo line. 

 For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie Wanzer. 

Last year 

St. Paul’s 

collected 

over $2,800! 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 27th  8 am - Maier’s  10:30 am -  
June   3rd  8 am - Wanzer’s  10:30 am - Switzer’s 
June 10th  8 am - Ferro’s  10:30 am - Church School Picnic 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K aren Greeley celebrates today!  Friday is the big 

day for Jennifer Zambello.  Bake a cake for Emma 

Lally & Gail Winkley on Sunday.  George McKenna will 

be another year older and wiser on Monday.  Deborah 

Delaventura will be blowing out candles on Tuesday.  Have 

a blessed day everyone! 

†  Stewardship Reflection 
 

“The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 

of God, and if children then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 

with Christ…” – Romans 8:16-17 
 

I f we are heirs to the kingdom of God, shouldn’t we 

work to build up His kingdom?  Shouldn’t we be 

good stewards of our inheritance, using our time in 

prayer, our talent in charitable works and our treasure to 

care for the Church that God has left to us?  Our Church 

is a treasured heirloom from God.  Do we treat it that way? 

 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Save the Date 
 

T he Rev. Dr. Gregory Beale is coming to St. Paul’s for a 
weekend of teaching mission.  Please join us Friday 

evening at 7 pm, and Saturday morning at 10 am, as Dr. Beale 
opens the Bible for us with newfound depth, understanding and 
insights.  He will also preach at both services on Sunday, June 
17th.  Please sign up in the back of the church and indicate which 
days you will attend.  

Beale (PhD, Cambridge) holds the J. Gresham Machen Chair 
of New Testament and is professor of New Testament and 
biblical theology at Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia. 

He is the author or editor of several books, including The 
Right Doctrine from the Wrong Texts? and commentaries on 
Revelation and 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  Dr. Beale’s academic 

interests include the New Testament’s use of the Old Testament, the book of Revelation, the 
biblical-theological theme of the temple as the dwelling place of God, and the topic of 
inerrancy, among others.  

†  Men’s Bible Study Packing Them In 

Find out why more than 20 men gather each week to discuss the Bible.  We start 

promptly at 7; and end at 8 pm.  If you can’t make it person (Hint: Ladies this includes 

you), follow us online on Facebook Live or Livestream.  

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study to Resume in Fall 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Book of Isaiah, starting 
Tuesday, September 4th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40 
years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who sought to save 

themselves.  But through him God also comforted the 
humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a 
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners 
set free....the hungry fed....and the homeless 
sheltered. 
 This will be an 18 week study of amazing 
discussions and enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 
 Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 
- 11 am.  Please register by August 21, 2018, by 
emailing Debbi Pomeroy 
at debbi415@aol.com.  

Workbooks are $12. 

When Isaiah saw the six winged seraphs, two wings covered their 

faces, and two their feet.  What were they doing with the other two 

wings?  Isaiah 6:1-2 NIV  

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Isaiah+6:1-2&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Enacting Faith to Calm the Storms of 
Life   

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, Peace, be still! 
And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.” 

              Mark 4:39 
 

I f we chose to focus on the storms of life that so often come our way, rather than fixing 
our eyes upon Jesus, these tempests will gradually overtake us, and we will drown in 

defeat.  Case in point – as Peter started walking atop the water towards Jesus on the Sea of 
Galilee, when he looked away from the Lord and saw the strength of the wind, he became 
afraid and began to sink.  After Jesus caught Peter before he submerged below the surface of 
the sea, He said to Him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  (See Matthew 14:22-33) 

James 1:6-8 tells us the individual who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed 
by the wind.  And when one doubts, that person should not expect to receive anything from 
the Lord; for he is a double-minded man, unstable 
in all his ways. 

The key to overcoming the challenges we face 
is to believe and not doubt.  Jesus offers these 
words of encouragement to you and me; “For 
assuredly I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
those things he says will be done, he will have 
whatever he says.  Therefore I say to you, 
whatever things you ask when you pray, believe 
that you receive them, and you will have them.” 
Mark 11:23-24 

If you are prone to doubting God, a good place 
to start on the right path towards believing Him in 
all things, is to ask Him to increase your faith.  
When Jesus reassured the father who sought Him 
to deliver his demon-possessed son, by saying, “If 
you can believe, all things are possible to him who 
believes,” the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief.” (Mark 9:23-24) 

Here are some ways we can be assured that we will receive what we ask God for in 
prayer: 

 Pray in agreement with other believers – “Again, I say to you that if two of you 
agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven.  For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:19-20) 

 Believe in Jesus – Jesus said, “Most assuredly I say to you, he who believes in Me, 
the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I 
go to my Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”  (John 
14:12-14) 

 Abide in Christ, and keep His words - “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” (John 15:7) 

 Bear fruit that remains – “You did not chose Me, but I chose you and appointed you 
that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you 
ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16) 

 Ask in the name of Jesus - “Until now you have asked nothing in My name.  Ask, 
and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:24) 

 

It does not require gargantuan faith to calm the storms in our lives.  If we believe and do 
not doubt, and possess even a modicum of faith, we can speak to any obstacle in front of us 
in the name of Jesus, and it must move out of our way. 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
Thursday, May 24th 

 

Jackson Kemper 
First Missionary Bishop in the United States, 1870 

 

W 
hen the General Convention of 1835 made all the members of the Episcopal 
Church members also of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, it 
provided at the same time for missionary 

bishops to serve in the wilderness and in foreign 
countries.  Jackson Kemper was the first such bishop.  
Although he was assigned to Missouri and Indiana, he 
laid foundations also in Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, and Kansas, and made extensive missionary 
tours in the South and Southwest. 

Kemper was born in Pleasant Valley, New York, on 
December 24, 1789.  He graduated from Columbia 
College in 1809, and was ordained deacon in 1811, and 
priest in 1814. 

He served Bishop White as Assistant at Christ 
Church, Philadelphia.  At his urging, Bishop White made 
his first and only visitation in western Pennsylvania.  In 
1835, Kemper was ordained bishop, and immediately set 
out on his travels. 

Because Episcopal clergymen, mostly from well-to-
do Eastern homes, found it hard to adjust to the harsh life 
of the frontier - scorching heat, drenching rains, and 
winter blizzards - Kemper established Kemper College in 
St. Louis, Missouri, the first of many similar attempts to 
train clergymen, and in more recent times lay persons as well, for specialized tasks in the 
Church.  The College failed in 1845 from the usual malady of such projects in the church - 
inadequate funding.  Nashotah House, in Wisconsin, which he founded in 1842, with the 
help of James Lloyd Breck and his companions, was more successful.  So was Racine 
College, founded in 1852.  Both these institutions reflected Kemper’s devotion to beauty in 
ritual and worship. 

Kemper pleaded for more attention to the Indians, and encouraged the translation of 
services into native languages.  He described a service among Oneida Indians which was 
marked by “courtesy, reverence, worship - and obedience to that Great Spirit in whose hands 
are the issues of life.” 

From 1859 until his death, Kemper was diocesan Bishop of Wisconsin. 
He is more justly honored by his unofficial title, “The Bishop of the Whole Northwest.” 
 

From a sermon preached before the Board of Missions in 1841: 
How remarkably peculiar, how vastly important is the position of our Church!  

Possessing as we fully believe all those characteristics which distinguished the primitive 
fold:--A scriptural Liturgy--evangelical doctrines--and the apostolic succession--having the 
form of godliness and the power thereof--free from the false and worldly scruples and the 
time-serving policy of civil governments--independent-- respected and influential--in the 
midst of an intelligent, enterprising and commercial people--Brethren! may it not be OUR 
duty to convert the world--may not this high, this inestimable privilege be offered to US!  
And are we prepared--are we doing at the present moment EVEN ONE TENTH part of what 
we are capable?  Our means and our power are extensive--and under the blessing of Him, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, our aim--our constant, undeviating, 
untiring aim should be great and lofty.  "Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God." 

With the talents we possess, (and for which, as good stewards, we must finally account, 
at that hour when no secrets can be hid), with the talents committed to our trust and the 
privileges we enjoy, cannot our faith, our liberality and our self-denial, GREATLY increase?  
Cannot our supplications be more fervent, our economy more strict, our love of souls more 
ardent?  Have we, as individuals, or a Church, a deep and abiding interest in the success of 

(Continued on page 11) 
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He’s Got Your Back! 

missions? 
Not a brother here would I accuse of indifference or cowardice.  But I would stir up, with 

God's permission, the pure mind of each one, by way of remembrance.  It is the spirit of 
missions I earnestly and most affectionately advocate. 

The division into Foreign and Domestic is often arbitrary, and might, without detriment, 
be abolished; for no one, I presume, would wish to withdraw our heralds of the cross from 
Africa, suspend our incipient efforts for Texas, or abandon the much injured aborigines to all 
the degrading vices they have learned from unprincipled men who claim to be civilized.  Let 
us go where duty calls--where Providence points the way--and let us rejoice in the privilege, 
for we assuredly ought--Oh, let us rejoice in the privilege of sending forth in the name of the 
Lord and under the guidance of His Spirit all those who, thoroughly instructed in sacred 
truths, hear the cry, "Come over and help us"--and cannot resist the deep, the abiding 
conviction concerning their sphere of duty--whose hearts burn within them when they hear 
of people or nations wholly given to idolatry, or licentiousness, or worldly-mindedness.  
Cultivate, dear brethren of the clergy, cultivate with the utmost assiduity your own vineyard-
-love with the strongest affections your own spiritual children,--but close not your hearts to 
the sufferings and wants of your neighbors. 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

†  Kemper 

One of our early rectors (1858-59), the Rev. S. K. Miller started out as a missionary in 

Wisconsin under Bishop Kemper.  Miller led churches in Sheboygan, Waukesha, Port 

Washington and Prairieville.   

 Here’s his report to Kemper from Prairieville: Sept, 1848 " The progress of the 

Church here is slow, but I hope sure and effectual.  I think, however, it is somewhat 

impeded by our want of a sufficiently large church edifice.  Those not belonging to the 

Church must, as a general thing, be brought to attend upon our services, and behold " the 

beauty of Zion," as set forth in the holy and solemn worship of the sanctuary, before we 

can expect them to manifest any desire to enter within its pale.  But the very fact, that we 

assemble in a small - very small building, deters many from attending our services.  We 

are too poor to enlarge, or what under the circumstances would 

be best, to build a larger church, yet we do not despair.  We 

believe, that in God's own good time, we shall, in some way, be 

supplied with the means of so enlarging our courts, that we may 

ask those 'that are without' to come and see the good that, we 

have found in 'the House of our God.'  Prairieville, or Waukesha, 

as it now is, the name having been changed, promises to be a 

town of some importance, and the centre of religious and other 

influence, to no inconsiderable section of wealthy and populous 

country.  It is a county town, containing five houses of worship, 

besides that of the church; a large stone court-house, jail, &c.; 

an academy, and is the seat of Carroll College, which is already 

in operation, and the buildings of which will be erected next 

summer.  Population of the village, 1500." 

"Since the date of my last report, we have, by an extraordinary effort, succeeded in 

completing our Church edifice, so that we have now a comfortable and decent place 

wherein to offer our sacrifice of prayer and praise, receive the sacraments of Christ's 

adoption and love, and wait upon the ministry and hearing of the Word.  But we have still 

to discharge a debt resting upon our Church, of about $8,100, and until that is paid, we 

do not see how the services of the Church could be continued, to us, without the aid which 

we have hitherto received from the Missionary Society.  I would add that, I trust, we feel 

sufficiently the necessity of our becoming as soon as may be a self-supporting parish, and 

that we mean to leave nothing undone that we may thus become." 

S
t. M

atth
ias, W

au
kesh

a
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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Greeters Needed 
  

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
 If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card from 
the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request for one 
week.  How comforting to know that your request is being prayed for 
and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might just be 
praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

St. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in Portuguese!  Our own Joe 

Bernardo prepares a timely message that is available on our website, our 

Facebook page and our YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese friends. 

Now with an English 

explanation after the 

credits 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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Our St. Paul’s Quilters met last Saturday, watched the Royal Wedding and celebrated in 

their finest millinery.  But who brought lunch?  See page 23 for the answer! 

†  Presiding Bishop Michael Curry Preached at Royal Wedding 

T he Royal family 

experienced the joy 

and love of the Presiding 

Bishop Michael Curry at the 

Royal Wedding of Prince 

Harry and Meghan Markle, the 

Duke and Duchess of Sussex, 

last Saturday morning.  Bishop 

Curry preached a message on 

the Power of Love, beginning 

and ending his 13 minute 

sermon with a passage from 

the Song of Solomon 8:6-7 and 

a quote from Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.  

"[Jesus] gave up his life, he sacrificed his life for the good of others, for the good of the 

other, for the well-being of the world, for us!  That’s what love is.  Love is not selfish and 

self-centered.  Love can be sacrificial.  And in so doing, becomes redemptive.  And that way 

of unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive love, changes lives.  And it can change this world."  

Bishop Michael Curry was invited by the Prince and Meghan and hosted by Archbishop 

of Canterbury Justin Welby.  Here is an interview with them the night before the wedding, 

and here is another interview after the wedding ceremony talking about how the sermon was 

received.  

 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/05/19/video-text-presiding-bishops-royal-wedding-sermon/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/05/19/video-text-presiding-bishops-royal-wedding-sermon/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/05/18/video-presiding-bishop-michael-archbishop-justin-speak-ahead-of-the-royal-wedding/
https://twitter.com/JustinWelby/status/997923855791468544
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in 

Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 

ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable 

grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in.  We are 

also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come 

with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size 

toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place 

donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=UPMGQGrH-78
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Jerusalem by Night 
2017 

Sword Points 
 

There was a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He 

came to Jesus by night.    John 3:1-2 
 

T his photo was taken during 

our last pilgrimage to Israel.  

After a day of touring many of our 

travelers retire to their hotel rooms 

for much deserved and needed rest.   

Others, much like Nicodemus, 

venture out, knowing that there are 

treasures and truths yet to be 

discovered in the Holy City. 

Here, Fr. Joe and Tara, with their 

guide, explore the Jewish Quarter in 

the ancient city of Isaac, David, 

Solomon, Nicodemus and, of course,  

… Jesus. 

F or God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish, but may have eternal life.  If we believe in him, 

he will know that by the lives we live, and the thanks 

we give for that (as the 1928 BCP says) inestimable 

gift - and that’s what following Jesus is all about.  

 



16  

 

 



 17 

 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

The Rector’s Forum meets every Sunday in the Guild 

Room between services at 9:30 am.  It is currently studying 

Romans.  The study of the Book of Romans has often proven 

to be a life-changing exercise.  Throughout the history of the 

church, lives have been radically transformed through the 

impact of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  

†  Isaiah 6 Transformation 

And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”  Isaiah 6:5 
 

A fter the mutiny on the Bounty, Fletcher Christian and his men eventually 

chose Pitcairn Island and arrived on 15 January 1790. 

They realized it was originally charted incorrectly (by about 200 miles), 

thus making them less likely to be found by future voyagers. Deciding to stay 

on the isolated island, the nine remaining mutineers, their Tahitian women, and 

nine other Polynesian men and women, unloaded and stripped the ship, then on 

23 January set the Bounty on fire so as to hide all evidence of their 

whereabouts ... The mutineers had not long been on Pitcairn Island when one 

day Christian ,while rummaging through his sea chest when he found the Bible 

his mother had given him. He and John Adams often went to a lonely cave on a 

remote part of the island where they studied the Book. They studied it to further 

their education as much as anything else.  

After a period of four years, the community of Pitcairn had fallen in 

to turmoil. Fueled by homemade alcohol, disputes over women 

eventually resulted in the violent deaths of all of the Tahitian men and all 

but two of the mutineers – Adams and Young were the only two men 

left. Six years later Young died of asthma and Adams was left with eleven women and 23 

children. 

One day Adams had a dream in which was the clear message: "Go and train the children 

in the way of Christian's Bible." Adams turned to the Bible, which led him to repentance and 

a new outlook on life. Using the Bible, he then educated the children, built a school and 

organized the community into a Christian way of life. He taught them the Scriptures and 

helped them obey its instructions. The message of Christ so transformed their lives that 

twenty years later, in 1808, when the ship Topaz landed on the island, it found a happy 

society of Christians living in prosperity and peace, free from crime, disease, murder and 

mutiny. 
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†  Caregiver Tips 
 

As  we grow older our bodies start to degenerate and some of us need that person to 
help us with our ADL’s (Actives of Daily Living).  Some of us have trouble 

getting out of bed in the morning.  Some of us have trouble walking.  Some of us have 
trouble eating because we start choking on food.  There is plenty of help for us.  But let’s 
look at the person who caring for us.  That person could be a Home Health Aide, Certified 
Nurse Aide, Licensed Practical Nurse, Registered Nurse or a Home Maker.  Some of these 
people have four or five patients in a day or they could live in.  Our family members could 
be our caregiver.  When they start making mistakes or falling asleep at the wheel of a car or 
even falling asleep in a chair and letting food burn on the stove is when the saying goes, do 
you have burnout? 

Burnout can be light, or it can be down right dangerous.  The light burnout can be 
forgetting to turn the stove down, forgetting something at the store, what about 
oversleeping?  These are some of the light burnout.  The serious burnout are taking drugs to 
keep awake, drugs to go to sleep, drinking more alcohol, or eventually deciding just to end it 
all.  How do you know that you have burnout?  Here are some examples.   

Do you feel blue? 
Do you feel irritable? 
Do you get sick more often? 
Do you feel like you want to 
hurt yourself or the other 
person? 
Do you feel like withdrawing 
from other loved ones, 
family, or friends? 
Do you feel you are not 
getting enough sleep? 
Do you feel that you are 

losing interest in activities you used to enjoy? 
Do you get emotionally of physically exhausted? 
Do you see yourself changing your appetite, weight, or both? 
If you have answered yes to two or more then you are on a spiral downwards into 

burnout.  Get help.  See a mental health professional, talk as much as you can about how you 
feel.  Recognized that you have limits.  If you are taking care of a family member put 
yourself on a schedule and maybe hire a person to give you four hours so you could have a 
cup of coffee, go for a swim or just hang out.  Learn to delegate.  If you still have children at 
home, ask them to do some of the chores around the house.  Talk about how you feel.  If you 
are angry say out loud you are angry.  Go to a support group for caregivers especially if your 
loved one has a degenerating disease like Alzheimer’s Disease.  Ask for a hug or even pat 
yourself on the back and say to yourself “ I am worth it”  “I do a great job in caregiving”.  
Take a mini vacation.  Make a lunch and go to the park enjoy your surroundings.  Go have a 
massage.  Go for a walk and listen to Chamber Music.  Take yourself out to a restaurant and 
order a great meal.  Get lost in a book.  Have your hair done. 

Burnout can be just as dangerous as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 
Just remember that God appointed Judges to take the stress off people. 
He loves us so much that when we move away from Him He runs after us.  He leaves the 

Ninety-Nine and goes after the one. 
 

Abba Father, when I am weary You come and give me rest, but sometimes I don’t know 
when to stop.  I need your guidance when to lay myself down as you say in Psalm 3 vs 5, 
and when I arise that You are there watching over me.  Giving me the strength to carry on 
just as David said in the third Psalm “I will not fear.”  Let your strength rise me up like the 
wings of eagles for you are my God and my salvation. Amen 

 

Susan Balla BSNAC 
Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in Connecticut 

What is described in Psalm 29 as powerful, majestic, striking like lightning and shaking 

the desert?  Psalm 29:3-8 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+29:3-8&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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St  Paul’s own Jay Trott has just published a new novel 

called Starstruck, which is available at Amazon.com.  

It’s a romantic comedy with a Christian theme about having the 

sense to accept the will of God when he makes it known to us.  

Jay is also looking for Amazon reviewers and would be happy 

to give a FREE signed copy of the novel to anyone who is 

willing to write a review.  If you are interested, please email 

him at trotthouse@gmail.com or talk to him or Beth during 

coffee hour. 

 

mailto:trotthouse@gmail.com
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Follow Us Live 
The best way to participate at 

St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various 
events.  However, there are still 
times when you might be unable to 
partake because of weather or 
illness.  Many of our services are 
available on Livestream or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our 

“Snow Birds,” 
students away at 
college, parishioners 
on vacation and 

former members who have moved 
away.  Why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched 
live or later for up to three weeks 
online.  Just click on the LiveStream 
button or tab on our website for 
more info.  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html


 21 

 
†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy …” 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

O ur first reading is Isaiah’s vision of the Lord and his prophetic commission.  
The earthly temple becomes an icon for the temple in heaven.  Isaiah is 

purged of his guilt and sin and responds to the Lord’s call.  The church hears in 
the thrice-holy song of the seraphim an anticipation of its praise of God as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Psalm 29 
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a mighty thunderstorm. 

Romans 8:12-17 
In this lesson we hear that if we follow our lower nature, we are enslaved and 

destined to death, but when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we become God’s 
children and heirs with Christ.  The Spirit makes this experience possible by 
prompting our lips to call upon God as Father with the Aramaic word (Abba) 
that Jesus used.  This new relationship means that we are no longer required to 
be led by baser instincts.  Our heritage is life, while we must also learn to share 
in Christ’s sufferings. 

John 3:1-17 
In our gospel story Nicodemus is a figure used by the evangelist to represent 

a type of person who wants to believe but has difficultly understanding spiritual 
realities.  Jesus tells him that no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is 
born anew through water and the Spirit.  The inner meaning of the passage partly 
turns on the fact that “born anew” can also be understood as “born from on high,” 
and that the same Greek word means both wind and spirit.  Jesus then tells 
Nicodemus of 
the Son of Man 
come down from 
heaven who will 
be lifted up, 
both on the 
cross to die for 
the world and to 
return to heaven 
in glory. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"L istening to the Spirit.”  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 
 

John 3:1-17 

"Being born anew / 

from above is a huge 

transformation, since it 

means quite literally 

starting over with a new 

"family of origin.'"... (It) 

relocates our identity 

and resets possibilities 

for our character and 

life choices / 

opportunities."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BTrinity_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, 
Lorraine Estok and other parishioners convalescing 
in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, New 
Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. James, New London. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Camp Washington: staff, board, counselors, and 
campers. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy 
Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, David Lindsay, Jennifer, Susan & Rhonda 
continued healing. 
.....the people of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; the people of Norway; Diocese of 
Cueibet - (Bahr El Ghazal, South Sudan) The Rt Revd Elijah Matueny Awet; and our sister 
and brother members of the Church of Bangladesh. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury, the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of May. 
.....Lighthouse Ministries International, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Towns and Rural Areas. 
.....Cathy Schrull, healing, and peace and comfort during her 
treatments. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....George & Jocelyn Franklin, Bradley and Douglas. 
.....Everyone affected by the recent storm. 

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of 
Sword Points 

 
St. Patrick’s 

Bad Analogies 
 

 The problem 
with using 
analogies to 
explain the Holy 
Trinity is that you 
always end up 
confessing some 
ancient heresy.  

http://www.stpaulstjames.org/
http://www.stthomasnewhaven.org/
http://trinitynewhaven.org/
http://www.stjamesnl.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venezuela
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-sudan&dio=cueibet&pos=bishop-of-cueibet&posID=19191
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Bangladesh
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
http://lighthouseministriesintl.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/34.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQLfgaUoQCw
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris Barrett, 
Ron Crowcroft, Justin Doty, Carol 

Ferro, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan 
Iverson, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Don 
Winkley and Gail 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For Fun ! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week!  
Did you know … that if you somehow found a way to 

extract all of the gold from the bubbling 
core of our lovely little planet, you would be able to cover all of the land 
in a layer of gold up to your knees? 

Sunday, August 5th 

"Pardon me, would you 

have any Grey Poupon?"  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

